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PREFACE. 


All.  the  works  except  one  which  belong  to  this  part^  and 
aeveral  of  the  most  interesting  among  those  which  follow  in  the 
next^  were  published  by  Isaac  Gruter  in  1653;  and  since  in 
explidning  the  arrangement  which  I  have  adopted  I  shall  often 
have  to  refer  to  the  volume  in  which  they  first  appeared^  it  will 
be  well  to  give  a  particular  account  of  it  at  once, 

Bacon^  in  his  last  will^  —  after  bequeathing  his  collection  of 
speeches  and  letters  to  Bishop  Williams  and  Sir  Humphrey 
May^  as  being  privy  councillors^  —  commended  the  rest  of  his 
papers  to  the  care  of  Sir  John  Constable  and  Mr.  Bosvile. 
**  Also  I  desire  my  executors^  especially  my  brother  Constable, 
and  also  Mr.  Bosvile,  presently  after  my  decease,  to  take  into 
their  hands  aU  my  papers  whatsoever,  which  are  either  in 
cabinets,  boxes,  or  presses,  and  them  to  seal  up  till  they  may  at 
their  leisure  peruse  them." 

What  care,  or  whether  any,  was  presently  taken  of  these 
papers,  I  cannot  learn.  But  it  is  probable  that  for  fourteen 
months  after  Bacon's  death,  they  remained  locked  up ; — ^for  so 
long  it  was  before  any  one  had  authority  to  act;  the  executors 
named  in  the  will  revising  or  delaying  to  assume  their  office, 
and  letters  of  administration  being  granted  on  the  13th  of  July, 
16279  to  Sir  Robert  Bich  and  Mr.  Thomas  Meautys,  two  of  the 
creditors; — and  that  then,  or  not  long  after,  they  were  placed  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Bosvile.  This  Mr.  Bosvile,  better  known  as 
Sir  William  Boswell,  was  sent,  soon  after  Bacon's  death,  to  the 
Hague ;  where  he  resided  for  several  years  as  agent  with  the 
States  of  the  United  Provinces.  He  was  knighted  on  the  18th 
of  May,  1 633,  and  died  I  believe  in  1647.  Whether  all  Bacon*s 
remaining  manuscripts  were  sent  to  him,  or  only  a  portion  of 
them,  is  not  known.     What  we  know  is  that,  among  those 
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which  were  sent,  there  were  many  philosophical  pieces  writ- 
ten in  Latin;  that  he  consulted  Isaac  Gruter  about  them; 
and  that  the  result  was  a  12mo  volume  printed  by  Elzevir 
at  Amst^am  in  the  year  1653^  entitled  Francisci  Baconi  de 
Verulamio  Scripta  in  Naturdli  et  Uhiversali  Philosophid^  and 
-  containing  these  pieces  following : — 

1.  A  Prayer,  headed  Temporis  Partus  Mascultis,  five  Instauratio 

magna  imperii  humani  in  universum.  The  same  in  sub- 
stance, and  almost  the  same  in  expression,  as  the  prayer 
which  is  introduced  towards  the  end  of  the  Preface  to  the 
Instauratio  (VoL  L  p.  131.):  placed  here  by  itself  on  the 
blank  side  of  the  title-leaf,  as  if  it  were  a  motto  to  the 
volume  —  an  office  for  which  the  heading  makes  it  alto- 
gether inappropriate. 

2.  Cogitata  et  Visa ;  to  which  is  added  a  Latin  translation  of 

Sir  Thomas  Bodley's  letter  to  Bacon  concerning  that 
work.  (p.  62.) 

3.  Descriptio  Globi  Intellectualis.  (p.  75.) 

4.  JTiema  Ccsli.  (p.  154.) 

5.  De  Fluxu  et  Refluxu  Maris,  (p.  178.) 

6.  De  Principiis  atque  Originibus  secundum  Fabulas  Cupidinis 

et  Cceli,  Sfc.  (p.  208.) 

These  are  all  printed  as  separate  pieces ;  each  carrying  its 
own  title  along  the  top  of  its  own  pages. 

Then  follow,  under  a  general  running  title  of  Impetus  Phila- 
sophici : — 

7.  Indicia  Vera  de  Interpretatione  Natures,  (p.  285.)     Merely 

the  Praefatio  to  the  Novum  Organum,  already  printed  in 
the  first  volume  of  this  edition,  p.  151. 

8.  Partis  Instaurationis  Secundce  Delineatio  et  Argumentum. 

(p.  293.)  Printed  as  if  it  were  a  sequel  to  the  last,  the 
two  forming  one  piece ;  which  originally  perhaps  they  did. 

9.  PhcBnomena  Universi,  sive  Historia  Naturalis  ad  condendam 

Philosophiam.  (p.  323.)  A  fragment,  consisting  of  a  pre- 
face intended  for  the  third  part  of  the  Instauratio,  and  a 
rudiment  of  the  Historia  Densiet  Rari,  with  which  it  seems 
that  Bacon  then  intended  to  begin  his  collection  of  his- 
tories. 
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10.  Scala  InteUectuSt  nve  Filum  Labyrinihu  {^.  S79.)  A  preface 
intended  for  the  fourth  part  of  the  Instauratio.  Already 
printed :  VoL  II.  p.  687. 

11.  Prodrami  sive  Anticipatianes  FhilosaphitB  Secund€B.  (p.  385.) 

The  preface  intended  for  the  fifth  part  of  the  Instauratbh 
Already  printed :  Vol.  II.  p.  690. 

12.  CoffHatianes  de  Naturd  Berum.  (p.  389.)  The  piece  with 
which  in  the  present  edition  Part  II.  begins :  infra  p.  15. 

13.  A  Preface^  entitled  Franciscus  Bacon  Lectori,  (p.  431.)  A 
first  draught  probably  of  the  preface  to  the  fourth  part  of 
the  Instauratio. 

14.  Filum  Labyrinthi,  sive  Inquisitio  legitima  de  Motu.  (p.  435.) 

A  skeleton  of  an  enquiry  conducted  upon  the  true  method; 
that  is  to  say,  a  complete  list  of  the  titles  of  the  several 
processes  of  an  investigation  into  the  Form  of  Motion  ; 
followed  by  some  general  remarks,  which  may  have  been 
designed  for  the  conclusion  of  the  work  which  Bacon  had 
in  contemplation  when  he  wrote  the  CogiUxta  et  Visa,  and 
intended  to  set  forth  the  new  method  in  an  example. 

15.  Franc.  Baconi  Aphorismi  et  ConsiUa,  de  auxUiis  mentis  et 
accensione  luminis  naturaiis.  (p.  448.) 

16.  De  Interpretatione  Natura  Sententia  XII.  (p.  451.)    This 

and  the  preceding  are  rudiments  of  the  Novum  Organum. 

17.  Tradendi  Modus  legitimus.  (p.  458.)  This  consists  of  two 
chapters ;  of  which  the  first  is  the  same  as  the  first  chapter 
of  the  Temporis  Partus  Masculus ;  the  second  another 
form  of  the  Bedargutio  Philosophiarvm.  They  are  printed 
here  (probably  by  mistake)  as  if  they  were  a  sequel  to  the 
SententieB  XIL,  with  which  they  do  not  appear  to  be  con- 
nected. 

18.  De  liUerpretatione  NatureB  Procmdum.  (p.  479.)  This  has 
been  intended  for  a  preface  to  the  Instauratio,  in  some 
of  its  forms ;  probably  to  the  Temporis  Partus  Masculus. 

19.  Francisci  Baconi  Topica  Inquisitionis  de  Luce  et  Lumine. 

(p*  485.)  Another  copy,  with  a  few  slight  variations,  of 
the  paper  which  has  been  already  printed  (Vol.  II.  p. 
317.)  from  Dr.  Rawley's  copy. 
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Of  these  nineteen  pieces,  the  last  thirteen  are  (as  I  have 
said)  distingaiehed  from  the  others  by  a  general  running  title 
of  Impetus  Phihsophici;  the  2nd,  3rd,  4th,  5th,  and  6  th 
carrying  each  its  own  title  on  the  top  of  its  own  pages ;  and  to 
the  whole  volume  is  prefixed  an  address  from  Gruter  to  the 
reader,  which  contains  all  the  information  that  is  to  be  had 
about  it ;  and  which  I  must  transcribe  at  length,  the  meaning 
being  in  some  places  so  obscure  that  I  can  only  guess  at  it. 

Lectobi  S.  Isaacus  Grutbbus. 

QujB  tibi  damns  Amice  Lector,  ad  Universalem  et  Nataralem  Phi- 
losophiam  spectantia,  ex  Manuscriptis  Codicibus,  quos  accurate 
recensuerat  *et  varle  emendarat  author,  me  amanuense  apographa 
sunt  Sola  Bodlei  epistola,  quae  ad  examen  vocat  Cogitaia  et  Vtsa^ 
per  me  ex  Anglico  facta  Latina  est,  atque  ex  opere  epistolarum 
Baconi,  quae  tali  idiomate  circumferuntur,  hue  translata  ob  ma- 
teriad  cognationem.  Titulus  quem  frons  libri  prasfert  et  totum 
complectitur  opusculi  in  varias  dissertationes  seed  argumentum,  ab 
ipso  Verulamio  est;  quem  singular  exhibent  paginao  ex  rerum 
fractatarum  serie  distinctum,  a  me,  ut  minus  confunderet  quaeren* 
tem  Lectorem  indiculi  defectus.  Quicquid  sequitur,  ab  eo  loco  cujus 
inscriptio  est  in  ipso  contextu  Indicia  vera  de  interpretatiane  na- 
turtB  usque  ad  iinem,  donavi  eo  nomine  Impetus  Philosophiciy  quod 
ex  familiaribus  Viri  magni  colloquiis  notassem,  cum  de  istis  cbartis 
mecum  ageret  Noa  aliter  enim  appellare  solebat  quicquid  priori- 
bus  per  titulos  suos  separatis  connecteretur ;  ne  quis  imper&ctum 
statim  suspicetur  quod  defervescente  Impetu  non  videt  trahere  syrma 
prolix®  tractationis.  Omnia  autem  hadc  inedita  (nisi  quod  in  editis 
paucissimis  rara  exstent  quarundam  ex  his  meditationum  vestigia) 
debes,  Amice  Lector,  Nobilissimo  QuiL  S(^sweUoy  ad  quem  ex  ipsius 
Baconi  legato  pervenerant,  cum  aliis  in  politico  et  morali  genere 
elaboratis,  quas  nunc  ex  dono  rov  ftoKopirw  penes  me  servantur  non 
diu  premenda.  BosweUo  inquam,  viro  nobilitate^  prudentia  insigni, 
varia  eruditione,  humanitate  summa,  et  Oratori  olim  apud  Batavos 
Anglo ;  cujus  sancta  mihi  memoria  est.  Vale  et  conatibus  nostris 
fave,  qui  mox  plura  daturi  sumus  Baconiana  latine  versa,  maximam 
partem  inedita ;  et  mf\\6yny  adomamus  epistolarum  quas  vtr  eminen- 
tissimus  Hugo  Grotius  scripsit  ad  Belgas,  Germanoa^  Italofl,  Suecos, 
Danos,  Gallis  exceptis,  quas  Clarissimus  Sarravius  Senator  Parisi- 
ensis  edidit.  Eogantur  itaque  in  quorum  manus  haec  inciderint,  ut, 
si  quid  ejus  notaa  habent,  aut  sciunt  unde  haberi  queat,  ad  typo- 
grapbum  transmittant,  et  significent,  caeteris  jam  coUectis  aggre« 
gandum. 
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Fitnn  tim  statement  we  learn,  first,  that  all  the  pieces  in 
the  Tolume  are  genuine,  having  been  copied  hj  Gruter  from 
ori^nal  manuscripts,  bearing  marks  of  revinon  and  correction 
by  Bacon  himself;  which  manuscripts  Gruter  received  directly 
from  Sir  William  Boswell,  to  whom  they  had  came  directly 
from  the  executors;  secondly,  that  Ghruter  had  then  in  his 
possesdon,  ''non  diu  premenda,"  certain  other  writings  of 
Bacon's  (m  Latin  apparently)  relating  to  morals  and  politics, 
which  had  oome  to  Boswell  along  with  these;  and  thirdly, 
that  he  had  in  his  hands  (but  whether  derived  from  the  same 
source  or  not  we  cannot  say)  some  pieces  written  by  Bacon  in 
English,  and  most  of  them  unpublished ;  and  that  of  these  he 
intended  shortly  to  bring  out  a  Latin  translation. 

With  regard  to  the  works  contained  in  this  volume,  he 
seems  to  have  had  no  further  information  to  give.  He  has 
confined  himself  to  the  simple  office  of  transcriber.  The  order 
in  which  they  are  arranged  tells  nothing  either  as  to  nature 
or  date;  and  the  running  tides,  which  are  his  own  device, 
seem  to  imply  a  distinction  which,  being  imtrue,  can  only 
introduce  confusion.  By  assigning  separate  nmning  tities  to 
aome  of  the  pieces  and  printing  all  the  rest  under  one  general 
running  titie  of  Impetus  JPbilostphici^  any  one  woidd  suppose 
that  he  meant  to  distingaish  the  first  as  in  some  way  different 
in  character  from  the  last,  —  to  separate  the  complete  from 
the  incomplete,  for  instance,  the  solid  from  the  slight,  or 
the  deliberate  and  final  judgment  from  the  experimental  and 
rudimentary  essay  ;^^  whereas  there  is  in  fitct  no  such  difference 
to  be  found  between  the  two :  there  being  pieces  among  the 
last  as  complete  in  themselves  as  any  among  the  first,  and 
pieces  among  the  first  as  incomplete  as  any  among  the  last 
And  if  I  rightiy  understand  Gruter's  own  exphination  of  his 
motive  in  making  the  dirtinction,  —  namely,  lest  the  reader 
should  impute  the  imperfection  of  the  {aeoes  to  tiie  fault  of 
the  editor  instead  of  the  dtfervescens  impetus  of  the  author, 
—  it  would  even  seem  that  he  supposed  the  Descriptio  CRobi 
IntelkctuaUs  and  the  De  PrindpUs  et  OriginSbus  to  be  com** 
plete ;  which  he  could  not  possibly  have  done  if  he  had  read 
them  with  his  mind  as  well  as  with  his  eyes. 

The  fiaot  probably  is  that  the  five  pieces  which  stand  first 
under  separate  tities  —  the  priora  per  titulos  sues  separata — 
were  found  copied  out  in  a  book;  and  that  the  rest, —  ''quic- 
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quid  prioribuB,  &c.  connecteretur/^-^were  in  separate  papers, 
tied  up  with  it.  We  happen  to  know  from  the  Commentarius 
Solutus  that  in  the  year  1608  this  was  the  way  in  which 
Bacon's  manuscripts  were  actually  arranged, — ^that  among  his 
Libri  Compositionum  was  one  entitled  Scripta  in  Naturali  et 
Universali  Philosophid,  and  that  all  his  books  ''had  pertaining 
to  them  fragments  and  loose  papers  of  like  nature  with  the 
books;  and  those  likewise  were  bundled  or  Md  up  with  the 
books."  These  last  I  presume  it  was,  or  such  as  these,  that 
were  called  Impetus  Philosophici  by  the  "Vir  Magnus"  (that 
is,  by  Boswell,  —  for  Bacon  cannot  be  meant)  with  whom 
Gruter  conferred  about  the  papers:  a  description  conyenient 
enough  for  the  purpose  of  distinguishing  in  a  box  of  manu- 
scripts the  loose  from  the  bound-up  pieces,  but  worse  than 
useless  when  introduced,  especially  with  such  imperfect  ex- 
planation, into  a  printed  book.  In  the  present  edition,  the  plan 
of  which  makes  it  necessary  to  separate  and  disperse  the 
several  pieces  collected  by  Gruter  under  this  title,  the  title 
itself  is  of  course  dispensed  with.  But  if  the  reader  wishes 
to  know  which  of  Bacon's  posthumous  writings  he  had  taken 
pains  to  preserve  by  having  them  transcribed  into  a  book,  and 
which  he  had  merely  kept  by  him  in  loose  bundles,  —  a  point 
which  it  may  sometimes  be  of  use  to  ascertain, — he  will  find 
in  the  table  of  contents  which  I  have  just  given  all  the  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  that  can  be  extracted  from  Grruter's 
volume. 

The  duty  of  transcriber  Gruter  appears  to  have  performed 
tolerably  well ;  there  are  but  a  few  places  in  which  the  text  is 
manifestly  corrupt ;  but  since  he  has  attempted  nothing  more, 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  has  left  us  without  any  informa- 
tion as  to  the  fate  of  the  original  manuscripts;  not  one  of 
which,  I  believe,  is  known  to  be  in  existence.  There  is  not 
one  of  them  which  would  not  be  well  worth  examining,  if  it 
could  be  found ;  not  only  for  the  correction  of  the  text,  but 
because  some  interesting  questions  as  to  date  might  possibly  be 
cleared  up  by  help  of  the  interlineations  and  alterations. 

Another  question  well  worth  asking  is,  what  became  of  those 
moral  and  political  pieces  which  Ghruter  had  received  from 
Boswell,  and  had  by  him  in  1653,  and  intended  to  publish  ? 
I  cannot  hear  that  he  ever  did  publish  anything  answering  the 
description ;  and  unless  he  transferred  them  to  Dr.  Rawley  to 
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be  included  in  the  Opuseula  (1658),  which  does  contain  a  few 
things  of  the  kind,  they  remain  to  be  accounted  for. 

The  vm^Tihliaiied  EnffUsh  pieces,  of  which  he  announces  his 
intention  to  bring  out  a  Latin  translation  (an  intention  which 
I  cannot  learn  that  he  ever  fulfilled),  may  have  been  only  copies 
of  those  which  were  published  by  Dr.  Rawley  in  1657.  These 
were  afterwards  translated  into  Latin  by  S.  J.  Arnold,  and 
included  (see  Acta  ErudUarufn^  yoI.  nii.  anno  1694,  p.  400.)  in 
an  edition  of  Bacon's  Opera  Omnia  which  was  published  at 
Leipsic  in  that  year. 

In  1695  they  were  reprinted  at  Amsterdam  by  H.  Wet- 
stenius  in  a  separate  Yolume ;  with  the  title  Francisci  Baconi, 
Sfc,  Opuseula  IiistorieO'politiea,  AngKee  olim  eonseripta,  et  nuper 
Latmitate  donata  ^  Simane  Joanne  Amoldo,  Ecclenm  Sonnenbru^ 
gensia  Inspectare, 

J.  S. 
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This  piece  was  printed  by  Gruter  among  the  Impetus  FhUo' 
s&phici  ;  from  which  we  may  probably  conclude  that  it  had  not 
been  transcribed  into  the  volume  of  Scripta  in  Naturali  et 
Unwersali  Fhilosophid  ^  i  but  that  is  all.  There  is  nothing  to 
determine  the  date  of  composition^  unless  it  be  the  iibsence  of 
any  allusion  to  the  new  star  in  Ophiuchus  in  the  place  where 
the  new  star  in  Cassiopeia  is  mentioned.  See  note,  §  x.  The 
value  of  the  argument  will  be  more  easily  understood  by 
comparing  the  passage  in  question  with  a  passage  of  the  same 
import  in  a  work,  obviously  later,  where  both  these  stars  are 
mentioned  together.  In  both  cases  the  question  under  discus- 
sion is  the  immutability  of  the  heavens.  In  the  Cogitatianes  de 
Naturd  Berum,o{  which  the  date  is  unknown,  we  find;  ^^.. 
mutationes  in  regionibus  ccelestibus  fieri,  ex  cometis  quibus- 
dam  satis  liquet ;  iis  dico  qui  certam  et  constantem  configura- 
tionem  cum  stellis  fixis  servarunt;  qualis  fuit  ille  qui  in 
Cassiopeft  nostrft  state  apparuit."  This  star  in  Cassiopeia 
appeared  in  1572.  But  another  of  the  same  kind,  and  no  less 
remarkable,  appeared  in  September  1604.  It  is  sud  to  have 
been  brighter,  when  first  seen,  tiian  Jupiter^;  and  though  its 
brightness  diminished  afterwards,  it  was  distinctiy  visible  for 
more  than  a  year.  It  attracted  so  much  attention  as  to  be 
made  the  subject  of  three  lectures  of  a  popular  character,  given 
by  Galileo  to  crowded  audiences ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  believe 
either  that  Bacon  did  not  know  of  it  (he  being  then  44  years 

*  See  above,  p.  8. 

*  MacftUn,  quoted  In  the  Lift  of  Galileo,  Library  of  Useful  Knowledge,  p.  16. 
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old,  and  busy  at  the  time  with  the  Advancement  ofLeammff, 
and  quite  understanding  the  significance  of  the  phenomenon ;) 
or  that,  if  he  did,  he  could  have  forgotten  to  mention  it  when 
speaking  of  the  other.  Accordingly,  in  the  DescripHo  Globi 
InteUectualis,  which  we  know  to  have  been  written  about  the 
year  1612,  the  passage  which  I  have  just  quoted  appears  in  a 
new  form.  **  Id  enim  [sc  admirandas  in  ccelo  accidere  muta- 
tiones  atque  insolentias]  perspicitur  in  cometis  sublimioribus, 
lis  nimirum  qui  et  figuram  stellsB  induerunt  absque  comft,  neque 
solum  ex  doctrinft  parallazium  supra  lunam  coUocati  esse  pro- 
bantur,  sed  configurationem  etiam  certam  et  constantem  cum 
stellis  fizis  habuerunt,^  et  stationea  auos  servarunt,  neque 
errones  fuerunt ;  quales  etas  nostra  non  semel  yidit;  primo  in 
Cassiopeft,  iterum  non  ita  pridem  in  Ophiueho.'^ 

That  when  Bacon  wrote  the  tenth  Cogitatio  he  had  not 
heard  of  the  appearance  of  this  second  new  star,  may  be  as- 
sumed with  considerable  confidence.  The  only  question  is 
whether  such  a  phenomenon  could  have  been  long  known  to 
the  astronomers  of  his  time,  witiiout  his  hearing  of  it;  of 
which  I  can  only  say  that  it  seems  unlikely,  and  that,  in  the 
absence  of  all  evidence  to  the  contrary,  the  presumption  must 
be  that  these  Coffitationes  were  composed  before  1605.  That 
they  were  composed  before  the  appearance  of  the  new  star  in 
Cygnus,  cannot  be  so  safely  inferred.  That  star  was  much  less 
conspicuous ;  and  it  is  a  fact  that  Galileo  himself,  treating  this 
very  same  argument,  mentions  both  the  others  without  making 
any  allusion  to  it.  See  Dial,  dei  Massimi  Sistemi,  p.  59.  ed. 
Flor.  1842. 

The  notes  to  this  piece  are  Mr.  Ellis's. 

J.  S. 
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COOITATlO  I. 

De  sectione  eorparum,  cantinuo,  et  vaeuo. 

DocTBlKA  Democriti  de  atomis  aut  vera  est^  ant  ad  demon- 
strationem  utiliter  adhibetur.  Non^  facile  enim  est  naturie 
Bubtilitatem  genuinam^  et  qualis  in  rebus  ipsis  inyenitur^  aut 
co^tatione  complecti  aut  verbis  ezprimere^  nisi  supponatur 
atomus.  Acclpitur  autem  duobus  sensibus  atomus,  nonmultum 
inter  se  diversis.  Aut  enim  accipitur  pro  corporum  sectionis 
sive  firactionis  termino  ultimo  sive  portione  minima;  aut  pro 
oorpore  quod  vacuo  caret.  Quod  ad  primum  attinet^  base  duo 
posita  tuto  et  certo  statui  possunt  Alterum,  inveniri  in  rebus 
dispertitionem  et  comminulionem,  longe  ea  qu»  sub  adspectum 
cadit  subtiliorem*  Alterum^  earn  tamen  infinitam  non  eese^ 
nee  perpetuo  divisibilenL  Si  quis  enim  diligenter  attendat^ 
reperiet  rerum  minutias  in  corporibus  continuatis,  eas  quae  in 
corporibus  fractis  et  discontinuatis  inveniuntur  subtilitate  longe 
vincere.  Yidemus  enim  parum  croci  in  aqua  infusum  et  agi- 
tatum^  puta  dolium  aquas  ita  inficere,  ut  ab  alia  aqua  pura 
etiam  visu  distingui  possit  Quae  certe  dispertitio  croci  per 
aquam^  subtilitatem  ezquisitissimi  pulveris  superat  Quod 
manifestum  fiet,  si  tantimdem  pulveris  ligni  Brasilii^  vel  ba- 
lausliorum^  vel  alicujus  rei  optime  coloratas  (quae  tamen  croci 
lentorem  ad  se  in  liquoribus  aperiendum  et  incorporandum  non 
habeat)  immisceas.  Itaque  ridiculum  erat,  atomos  pro  parvis 
illis  corpusculis  quas  sub  radiis  solis  conspiciuntur  accipere. 
Ea  enim  pulveris  instar  sunt;  atomum  autem^  ut  ipse  Demo- 
critus  aiebat^  nemo  unquam  vidit,  aut  videre  possit.  Sed  ista 
rerom  dispertitlo  in  odoribus  multo  magis  mirabilem  se  ostendit. 
Etenim  si  parum  croci  dolium  aquas  colore^  at  parum  zibethi 
coenaculum  amplum  odore^  imbuere  et  inficere  potest^  et  subinde 

■  Nam  in  Gruter'i  copy.  — >/.  & 


16  COGITATIONES  DE  NATURA  RERUM. 

aliud^  et  rursaa  aliud.  Neq^uie  quisquam  sibi  fingat»  odores, 
luminis  more  aut  etiam  caloris  et  frigoriB>  absque  communi- 
catione  substantias  difiundi ;  cum  notare  possit^  odores  etiam 
rebus  solidis^  lignis,  metallis^  adhserescere,  idque  ad  tempusnon 
eziguum ;  posse  etiam  frictione,  layatione,  ab  iisdem  ^scuti  et 
purgarL  Verum  in  hisce  et  similibusi  quod  processus  infinitos 
non  sit,  nemo  sanus  contradizerit;  cum  intra  spatia  et  limites, 
et  corporum  quantitates^  hujusmodi  dispertitio  sive  diffusio  co- 
hibeatur :  ut  in  ezemplis  antedictis  evidentissimum  est.  Quod 
ad  secundum  sensum  atomi  attinet,  quod  yacuum  prsesupponit, 
atomumque  ex  privatione  vacuidefinit;  bona  et  seria  diligentia 
Heronis  fuit,  qus  >  vacuum  coacervatum  negavit,  vacuum  com- 
mistum  asseruit'  Cum  enim  perpetuum  corporum  nexum 
cemeret,  neque  inveniri  prorsus  aut  assignari  spatium  aliquod 
quod  corpore  vacet;  et  multo  magis,  cum  corpora  gravia  et 
ponderosa  sursum  ferri,  et  naturas  suas  quoquo  modo  deponere 
et  violare  potius  quam  divulsionem  absolutam  a  corpore  con- 
tiguo  patiantur,  videret;  naturam  a  vacuo  majoris  notae,  sive 
coacervato,  abhorrere  prorsus  statuit.  Contra,  cum  eandem 
corporis  materiam  contrahi,  et  coarctari,  et  rursus  aperiri  et  di* 
latari  perspiceret,  et  spatia  insequalia,  interdum  majora  interdum 
minora,  occupare  et  complere;  non  vidit  quomodo  hujusmodi 
ingressus  et  egressus  corporum  in  locis  suis  fieri  possit,  nisi 
propter  vacuum  admistum,  minus  videlicet  corpore  compresso, 
plus  relaxato.  Necesse  enim  esse,  contractionem  istam  per 
unum  ex  his  tribus  modis  fieri ;  aut  eo  quem  diximus,  nempe 
quod  vacuum  pro  ratione  contractionis  excludatur ;  aut  quod 
aliud  aliquod  corpus  prius  intermixtum  exprimatur ;  aut  quod 
sit  quaedam  naturalis  (qualis  qualis  ea  sit)  corporum  condensatio 
et  rarefactio.  Atque  quod  ad  corporis  tenuioris  expressionem 
attinet,  ista  ratio  nullum  exitum  habere  videtur.  Nam  verum 
est,  spongias,  et  hujusmodi  porosa,  expresso  aere  contrahi, 
De  aere  ipso  autem  manifestum  est  per  plurima  experimenta, 
eum'  spatio  notabili  contrahi  posse.  Num  ergo  et  ipsius  aeris 
Bubtiliorem  partem  exprimi  putandum  est?  et  deinceps hujus- 
modi partis  aliam,  et  sic  in  infinitum  ?  Nam  adversissimum 
tali  opinioni  est,  quod  quo  tenuiora  corpora  sint,  eo  majorem 
contractionem  sustineant;  cum  contra  fieri  oporteret,  si  con- 
tractio  per  expressionem  partis  tenuioris  fieret.     Atque  de  illo 

»  So  in  Grutcr's  copy.— /.  S,  ■  cum  in  Gruter's  copy.—/.  S, 

«  Sec  note  on  Nov.  Org,  ji.  48.  [Vol.  I.  p.  347.] 
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altero  modo>  corpora  scilicet  eadem^  nee  alias  mutata^  tamea 
magis  et  minus  in  raritate  aut  densitate  recipere^  non  multum 
laborandum  est.  Positivum  enim  quiddam  yidetur  esse,  et 
ratione  siirda  et  inexplicata  niti,  qualia  sunt  fere  Aristotelis 
pronontiata.  Bestat  itaque  tertius  ille  modus,  qui  yacuum 
supponit.  Quod  si  illud  quis  objiciat :  durum  videri,  et  fere 
incredibile,  ut  vacuum  admistum  sit,  cum  corpus  ubique  re- 
periatur ;  is  si  exempla  quss  modo  adduzimus,  aquae  croco,  vel 
aeiis  odoribus  infecti,  animo  sedatiore  consideret,  facile  per* 
spiciet  nullam  partem  posse  assignari  aqu»  ubi  crocus  non  sit, 
et  tamen  manifestum  esse  ex  comparatione  croci  et  aquas  ante* 
quam  miscerentur,  corpus  aquas  corpus  croci  multis  numeris 
excedere.  Quod  si  id  in  diversis  corporibus  invenitur,  multo 
magis  in  corpore  et  vacuo  hoc  fieri  putandum  est.  Yerum  in 
ea  parte,  Heronis,  utpote  hominis  mechanici,  contemplatio, 
ilia  Democriti,  philosophi  darissimi,  inferior  f uit :  quod  Hero, 
quia  hie  apud  nos  in  nostro  isto  orbe  vacuum  coacervatum 
non  reperit,  ideo  illud  simpliciter  negavit  Nil  ex^im  impedit, 
quominus  in  regionibus  aotheris,  ubi  proculdubio  majores  sunt 
corponun  expansiones,  etiam  vacuum  coacervatum  sit  In  iis 
autem  inquisitionibus  et  similibus  semel  monitum  sit,  ne  quia 
propter  tantam  naturas  subtilitatem  confundatur  et  diffidat. 
Cogitet  enim  et  unitates  et  summas  rerum  ex  asquo  supputa- 
tioni  submittL  Tam  facile  enim  quis  mille  annos  dixerit  aut 
cogitarit^  quam  mille  momenta;  cum  tamen  anni  a  multis 
momentis  constituantur.  Neque  rursus  existimet  aliquis,  hasc 
potius  speculationis  curiosae  esse,  quam  ad  opera  et  usum  re- 
ferrL  Videre  enim  est  omnes  fere  philosophos  et  alios  qui  in 
experientia  et  rebus  particularibus  sedulo  versati  sunt  et  na* 
turam  ad  vivum  dissecuerunt,  in  hujusmodi  inquisitiones  in* 
cidere,  licet  eas  feliciter  non  peragant  Neque  alia  subcst 
causa  potentior  et  verior,  ob  quam  philosophia  quam  habemus 
effectuum  sit  sterilis,  nisi  quod  verborum  et  notionum  vul* 
garium  subtilitates  captavit ;  naturas  subtilitatem  non  persecuta 
est,  nee  inquirere  constituit. 

II. 

De  {Bqualitate  clc  ifUBqualitate  Atamorum  sive  Seminum. 

PTTHAGORiB  iuvcnta  et  placita  talia  ex  majore  parte  fuere, 

quas  ad  ordinem   potiua  quondam  religiosorum  fundandum, 

\  coffUarH  fa  Grater's  edition.— /.& 
VOL.  III.  C 
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quam  ad  Bcholam  in  pIiilo6ophia  aperiendam,  aooommodata 
essent ;  quod  et  eyentUB  comprobavit.  Ea  enim  dtsciplina  plus 
in  hadresi  ManichsBorum  et  8ui)er8titione  Mahumeti  quam  apud 
philo8opho0  Taluit  et  floruit.  Opinio  tamen  ejus^  mundum  ex 
numeris  constare,  eo  sensu  aocipi  potest,  ut  ad  nature  prindpia 
penetret.  Duplex  enim  est,  atque  adeo  esse  potest,  opinio  de 
atomis  sive  rerum  seminibus :  una  Democriti,  quie  atomis  in- 
»qualitatem  et  figuram,  et  per  figuram  situm,  attribuit ;  altera 
fortasse  Pythagore,  quae  eas  omnino  pares  et  similes  esse  as- 
seruit'  Qui  enim  sequalitatem  atomis  assignat,  is  omnia  in 
numeris  necessario  ponit ;  qui  autem  reliqua  attributa  admittit, 
is  naturas  primitiyas  atomorum  singularium  praeter  numeros 
sive  rationes  coitionum  adhibet.  Activa  autem  quaestio  quas 
huic  speculativas  respondet  eamque  determinare  potest,  ea  est 
quam  etiam  Democritus  adducit;  utrum  omnia  ex  onmibus  fieri 
possint.*  Quod  cum  ille  a  ratione  alienum  putasset,  atomorum 
diyersitatem  tenuit.  Nobis  vero  ea  queestio  non  bene  instituta 
nee  quaestionem  priorem  premere  videtur,  si  de  transmutatione 
immediata  corporum  intelligatur.  Verum  utrum  etiam  per 
debitos  circuitus  et  mutationes  medias  universa  non  transeant, 
ea  demum  quaBstio  legitima  est  Dubium  enim  non  est,  se- 
mina  rerum,  licet  sint  paria,  postquam  se  in  certas  turmas  et 
nodos  conjecerin^t,  corporum  dissimilium  naturam  omnino  in- 
duere,  donee  eaedem  turmas  aut  nodi  dissolvantur ;  adeo  ut 
compositorum  natura  et  affectus  transmutationi  immediatad  non 
minori  impedimento  ao  obici,  quam  simplicium,  esse  possit.  Ve- 
rum Democritus  in  corporum  principiis  investigandis  acutus;  in 
motuum  autem  principiis  ezaminandis  sibi  impar  et  imperitus 
deprehenditur ;  quod  etiam  commune  vitium  omnium  philosopho- 
rum  fuit  Atque  hujus  de  qua  loquimur  inquisitionis  de  prima 
oonditione  seminum  sive  atomorum  utilitas,  nescimus  an  non  sit 
omnino  maxima;  ut  quas  sit  actus  et  potential  suprema  regula,  et 
spei  et  operum  vera  moderatrix.  Etiam  alia  inquisitio  inde  fluit, 
cujus  utilitas  complexu  minor,  sed  rebus  et  operibus  propior  est. 
Ea  est  de  separatione  et  alteratione ;  hoc  est,  quid  per  separa- 

*  It  b  possible  that  Bacon  may  have  been  led  to  suggest  this  view  of  the  Pythago- 
rean philosophy  by  a  passage  tn  Stobteus,  Echg,  L  16.  It  Is  there  said  that  Ecphan- 
tus,  a  Pythagorean  of  Syracuse,  took  as  first  principles  atoms  and  vacuum,  rht  yiip  * 
Uviktyopiicdks  fAoMas  odros  irpAros  kwtpfiwro  tnt/iarutds.  But  as  metaphysical  con* 
ceptions  have,  so  to  speak,  a  natural  tendency  to  assume  a  merely  physical  character, 
the  idea  of  a  parallel  between  Democritos  and  Pythagons  may,  it  if  not  improhable, 
hnve  occurred  to  him  independently  of  this  or  any  similar  j 

*  See  Lucretius,  L  784. 
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tionem  fiat,  et  quid  alia  ratione.  Familiaris  enim  est  animo 
hnmano  errors  qui  etiam  a  chTmistaram  philosophia  magnum 
robor  et  incrementum  aocepit;  ut  ea  separation!  deputentur, 
qu8&  alio  spectent  Exempli  gratia;  cum  aqua  in  vaporem 
transit,  fiidle  quis  opinetuv  partem  aquae  subtiliorem  emittii 
enufiiorem  subsistere ;  ut  in  ligno  videre  est,  ubi  pars  in  flamma 
et  fumo  eToIat,  pars  in  dnere  manet.  Simile  quiddam  et  in  aqua 
fieri  quis  putet,  licet  non  tam  manifesto.  Quamvis  enim  tota 
aqua  quandoque  ebuUire  et  consumi  yideatur,  tamen  feeces  quas- 
dam  ejus,  tanquam  cinerem,  vasi  adhierescere  posse.  Vemm  et 
ista  ratio  cogitationem  fallit.  Certissimum  enim  est,  totum 
corpus  aqu»  in  aerem  posse  mutari,  et  si  quid  vasi  adhserescat, 
id  non  ex  delectu  et  separatione  partis  crassioris,  sed  forte 
ut  aliqua  pars  (licet  pari  omnino  cum  ea  quso  cTolat  sub- 
stantia) situ  Tas  tetigerit,  eyenire ;  idque  exemplo  argenti  vivi 
etucescit,  quod  totum  fit  volatile,  et  rursus  totum-  absque 
diminutione  vel  tantilla  consistit  Etiam  in  oleo  lampadum  et 
sevo  candelarum,  totum  a  pingui  fit  volatile,  nee  aliqua  fit  inci- 
neratio ;  nam  fuligo  post  flammam,  non  ante  fiammam,  gignitur ; 
et  flammff)  cadaver,  non  olet  aut  sevi  sedimentum  est.  Atque 
hoc  aditum  quendam  ad  Democriti  opinionem  de  diversitate 
■ftminw™  give  atomorum  labefactandam  prsebet.  Aditum,  in* 
quam,  in  natura ;  nam  in  opinione  aditus  iUe  est  multo  mollior 
et  blandior,  quod  pbilosopbia  vulgaris  materiams  suam  commen- 
titiam  ad  omnes  f  ormas  squam  et  communem  fingit 

III. 

De  negUffeniia  vetervan  in  inqmritume  de  Motu  et  Maventibus 
rerum  Principiis. 

Inqtjisitionem  de  Natura  in  Motu  contemplando  et  exami- 
nando  maxime  coUocare,  ejus  est  qui  opera  spectet.  Quieta 
autem  rerum  principia  contemplari  aut  comminisci,  eorum  est 
qui  sermones  serere  et  disputationes  alere  velint.  Quieta 
autem  voco  principia,  quae  decent  ex  quibus  res  conflentur  et 
connstant,  non  autem  qua  vi  et  via  coalescant  Neque  enim 
ad  agendum  et  potestatem  sive  operationem  humanam  ampli- 
ficandam  sufficit,  aut  magnopere  attinet,  nosse  ex  quibus  res 
constent,  si  modes  et  vias  mutalionum  et  transformationum 
ignores.     Nam  sumpto  exemplo  a  mechanicis^  (a  quarum' 

*  Tbis  word  b  obviously  a  wrong  reading  for  medicis,  '  Bead  ^vontm, 
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phantasia  celebres  illas  de  principiU  rerum  inquisitiDnes  fla« 
xisse  videntur)^  an  forte  qui  simplicia  theriacam  ingredientia 
novit^  is  pro  certo  theriacam  componere  potest?  Aut  qui 
saccharic  vitri^  panni,  materialia  reote  descripta  apad  se  habet^ 
nam  propterea  artem  qa»  ad  eoram  praeparationem  et  effecti* 
onem  pertinet  tenere  videtar?  Atque  in  hujusmodi  tamen 
principiis  mortuis  investigandis  et  examinandis  hominnm  specu- 
lationes  prascipue  occupat®  sunt ;  ac  si  quis  cadayeris  natune 
anatomiam  inspicere,  non  naturso  vivaD  facultates  et  virtutes 
inqoirere,  sibi  proponat  et  destinet.  De  moTentibus  autem 
rerum  principiis  sermo  fere  in  transitu  habetur;  ut  omnem 
admirationem  superet^  si  intueamur  quam  negligenter  et  dis* 
solute  res  omnium  maxima  et  utilissima  inquiratur  et  tracte* 
tur.  Etenim  si  cogitationem  de  iis  quas  dicuntur  pauHsper 
suscipiamus;  num  stimulus  materias  per  privationem?  num 
efformatio  materias  ad  ideam?  mim  aggregatio  particularum 
similium  ?  num  agitatio  fortuita  atomorum  in  vacuo  ?  num  lis 
etamicitia?  num  cceli  et  terras  impressiones  reciprocas?  num 
elementorum  commercium  per  qualitates  symbolizantes  ? '  num 
influxus  coelestium?  num  sympathiad  et  antipathiae  rerum? 
num  occultaB  et  specificas  virtutes  et  proprietates  ?  num  fatum, 
fortuna,  necessitas?  num»  inquam,  hujusmodi  generalia,  quao 
nil  aliud  sunt  quam  spectra  et  simulachra  in  superficie  rerum^ 
veluti  in  aquis»  natantia  et  ludentia,  humanum  genus  beabunt 
aut  opes  humanas  efficient  auctiores  ?  Ista  enim  phantasiam 
implenty  vel  inflant  potius ;  sed  nil  prorsus  ad  operum  effectio- 
nem,  corporum  mutationem,  aut  motuum  regimen  faciunt. 
Atque  rursusy  de  motu  naturali  et  violento,  de  motu  ex  seipso 
et  aliunde^  de  terminis  motuum,  argutari  et  subtilitates  captare ; 
et  haec  quoque  nil  admodum  de  corpore  naturae  stringunt;  sed 
potius  in  cortice  describuntur,  Itaque  his  missis,  vel  ad  popu- 
lares  sermones  damnatis  et  relegatis,  illi  demum  rerum  appeti- 
tus  et  inclinationes  investigandaB  sunt,  a  quibus  ista,  quam 
videmus,  tanta  effectuum  et  mutationum  varietas  in  operibus 
et  naturae  et  artis  conflatur  et  emergit  Atque  tentandum  ut 
naturas,  veluti  Proteo,  vincula  injiciamus.  Sunt  enim  genera 
motuum  recte  inventa  et  discreta,  vera  Protei  vincula.     Nam 


*  Those  elements  are  tald  to  syrnbollse,  or  to  be  allied,  which  have  a  primniy 
quality  in  common.  Thus  air  s^rmbolises  with  fire,  inasmuch  as  both  are  hot ;  and 
with  water,  inasmuch  as  like  water  it  is  moist.  In  the  preceding  clauses  Bacon  alludes 
succeMiTeiy  to  Aristotle,  Plato,  Anaxagoras,  Democritus,  Empedocles,  and  Parmenides. 
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prout  motuum,  id  est,  incitationum  et  cohibitioniim,  stimuli  et 
nodi  adhibentur^  ad  illud  sequitur  materias  ipsios  oonversio  et 
transformatio* 

IV. 

^  De  dwidone  vulgari  Motus,  quod  sit  inutilis,  ei  mnus  acuta, 

Divisio  Motus  recepta  in  philosophia  popularis  videtur  et 
absque  fundamento,  ut  quae  rem  per  effectus  tantum  dividit; 
atque  ad  hoc,  ut  per  causas  sciamus,  nihil  conducit.  Kam 
generation  corruptio,  augmentation  diminution  alteration  latio 
ad  locumn  nil  aliud  qnam  opera  et  effectus  motuum  sunt'; 
qui  cum  ad  manifestam  rerum  mutationem  pervenerunt  quae 
populari  notae  subjacetn  tum  demum  hisce  nominibus  (pingui 
satis  contemplatione)  insigniuntur.  Neque  enim  dul^tamus 
quin  hoc  sibi  velint :  cum  corpora  per  motum  (cujuscunque 
sit  generis)  eo  usque  processerint  ut  formam  novam  teneant 
yel  yeterem  ponant  (quod  yeluti  periodus  quasdam  estn  et  justi 
spatii  confectio)n  id  motum  fftnerationis  et  corruptianis  nomi- 
iiari ;  sin  autemn  manente  forman  quantitatem  tantummodo  et 
dimensionem  noyam  adipiscanturn  id  motum  augmentationis  et 
diminutionis  dici ;  sin  %  manente  etiam  mole  et  claustris  siye 
circumseriptionen  tamen  qualitaten  actionibuSn  et  passionibus  mu- 
tenturn  id  motum  alterationU  appellari ;  sin,  manente  utique  et 
forma  et  mole  et  quantitatCn  locum  et  nil  aliud  mutentn  id  per 
motum  lationis  significarL  Verum  haec  omnian  acutius  et  dili- 
gentius  inspicientin  mensura  motus  simtn  et  periodi  siye  curri- 
cula quaedam  motuumn  et  yeluti  pensa;  non  yerae  differentiae; 
cum  quid  factum  sit  designentn  at  rationem  facti  yix  innuant. 
Itaque  hujusmodi  yocabula  docendi  gratia  sunt  necessarian  et 
dialecticis  rationibus  acconunodatan  naturalis  autem  scientiae 
egentissima.  Omnes  enim  isti  motus  compositi  suntn  et  de- 
compositin  et  multiplidter  compositi ;  cum  perite  contemplan- 
tibus  ad  simpliciora  penetrandum  sit  Nam  principian  fontesn 
causasn  et  formae  motuum,  id  est  omnigenae  material  appeli- 
tus  et  passionesn  philosophiae  debentur;  ac  deinceps  motuum 

>  From  this  eoumentSon  it  seems  that  Bacon  was  not  aware  that  generation  and 
corruption  were  not  regarded  by  Aristotle  as  kinds  of  motion.  But  see  Arist  Physic, 
V.  I.  There  are,  according  to  Aristotle,  three  kinds  of  nivjiais  or  motion,  corre- 
sponding to  the  three  categories  which  admit  of  contrariety ;  namely,  'w6ffw^  'koTov,  and 
vot".  To  the  first  corresponds  increment  or  decrement ;  to  the  second,  alteration ; 
and  to  the  third,  local  motion. 

'  \$ie  in  Gruter*s  edition ;  which,]  as  M.  Boulllet  has  observed,  ought  to  be  «im. 
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impresfflones  sive  impulsiones ;  frana  et  relactationeB ;  vuo  et 
obstructiones ;  alternatioaes  et  mixtune;  circaitas  et  cateiue; 
denique  uniyersus  motuum  processus.  Neque  enim  disputi^ 
tiones  animos»^  aut  sennones  probabiles,  aut  contemplationes 
yag»^  aut  deuique  placita  speciosa^  multum  juvant.  Sed  id 
agendum^  ut  modis  debiitis,  et  ministerio  natune  convenienti, 
motum  quemcunque  in  materia  susceptibili  excitare^  cohibere^ 
intendere^  remittere,  multiplicarej  ac  sopire  et  sistere  possimus; 
atque  inde  corporum  oonservationes,  mutationes,  et  transfor* 
mationes  pnestare.  Maxime  autem  ii  motus  sunt  inquirendi^ 
qui  simplices^  primitivi^  et  fundamentales  sunt,  ex  quibus  re- 
liqui  conflantur.  Certissimum  enim  est,  quanto  simpliciores 
motus  invenieutur,  tanto  magis  humanam  potestatem  omplifi- 
carij  et  a  speciaUbus  et  praeparatis  materiis  liberari,  et  in  noTa 
opera  iuTalescere.  Et  certe  quemadmodum  verba  sive  vo- 
cabula  omnium  linguarum,  immensa  varietate,  e  paucis  literis 
simplicibus  componuntur ;  pari  ratione  universas  rerum  actiones 
et  virtutes  a  paucis  motuum  simplicium  naturis  et  originibus 
constituuntur.  Turpe  autem  fuerit  hominibus,  propriae  yooib 
tintihnabula  tam  accurate  explorassCj  ad  naturae  autem  vocem 
tam  illiterates  esse ;  et  more  prisci  seculi  (antequam  literas  in- 
ventas  essent)  sonos  tantum  compositos  et  voces  dignoscere, 
elementa  et  literas  non  distinguere* 

V.' 

De  Quanto  Materi<B  certo,  et  quod '  mutatio  fiat  absque 

interitu. 

Omnia  mutari,  et  nil  vere  interire,  ac  summam  materiae  prorsus 
eandem  manere,  satis  constat.  Atque  ut  omnipotentia  Dei 
opus  erat,  ut  aliquid  crearetur  e  nihilo ;  ita  et  similis  omni' 
potentia  requiritur,  ut  aliquid  redigatur  in  nihilum.  Id  sive 
per  destitutionem  virtutis  conservatricis  sive  per  actum  dis- 
solutionis  fiat^  nihil  ad  rem ;  tantum  necesse  est,  ut  decretum 
intercedat  Creatoris.  Hoc  posito,  ne  cogitatio  abstrahatur  aut 
materia  aliqua  fictitia  intelligatur,  etiam  illud  significamus; 
eam  a  nobis  introduci  materiam,  atque  ea  natura  investitam,  ut 

*  a  maniucript  in  tbe  British  Museum  (Add.  4258.)f—for  a  full  acoount  of  wUch 
sec  my  Pre&ce  to  the  Cogitatimts  de  Seientia  Humand,  the  first  piece  in  the  third  Part, 
— contains  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  tenth  of  these  Ck)gitatione8.  It  has  a  few 
different  readings,  which  I  will  point  out  here^  though  they  are  almost  all  mistakes. 
— /.  S, 

*  qiue  in  MSk 
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• 

vere  dici  poBsit,  haio  corpori  plus  materiaB  adeese,  illi  autem 
(licet  eandem  mensuram  expleant)  minus.  Exempli  gratia^ 
plumbo  plii8>  aqu»  minus,  aeri  multo  minus :  neque  hoc  solum 
indefinite  et  ratione  incerta  et  surda,  sed  prncise;  adeo  ut 
calculoB  hsec  res  pati  possit,  yeluti  plus  duplo>  triple,  et  similiter. 
Itaque  si  quis  dioat  aerem  ex  aqua  fieri  posse  aut  rursus 
aquam  ex  aere,  audiam ;  si  vero  dicat  similem  mensuram  aquae 
in  similem  mensuram  aeris  verti  posse,  non  audiam;  idem 
enim  est  ac  si  dixisset  aliquid  posse  redigi  in  nihilum.  Si- 
militer e  converso,  si  dicat  datam  mensuram  aeris  (exempli 
gratia  vesicam  contenti  certi  aeris  plenam)  in  similem  men- 
suram aquse  verti  posse,  idem  est  ac  si  dicat  aliquid  fieri  posse 
ex  nihilo.  Ex  his  itaque  positis,  tria  pr»cepta  sive  consilia  ad 
usum  derivare  jam  visum  est ;  ut  homines  peritius,  et  propter 
peritiam  felicius,  cum  natura  negotientur.  Primum  hujusmodi 
est,  ut  homines  firequenter  naturam  de  rationibus  suis  reddendis 
interpellent;  hoc  est,  cum  corpus  aliquod  quod  prius  sensui 
jnanifestum  erat  aufugisse  et  disparuisse  yideant,  ut  non  prius 
rationes  admittant '  aut  liquident,  quam  demonstratum  eis  fu- 
erit  quo  tandem  corpus  illud  migraverit,  et  ad  quas  receptum 
sit.  Hoc,  ut  nunc  sunt  res,  negligentissime  fit,  et  contemplatio 
plerumque  ciun  aspectu  desinit ;  adeo  ut  flammaB,  rei  vulga- 
tissimsB,  receptum  homines  non  norint ;  quandoquidem  eam  in 
corpus  aeris  mutari  falsissimum  sit.  Secundum  hujusmodi,  ut 
cum  homines*  considerent  necessitatem  natur»  prorsus  ada- 
iwi^TiinnAm  qusd  materiiB  inest,  ut  se  sustentet  nee  in  nihilum 
cedat  aut  solvatur,  illi  rursus  nullum  genus  vexationis  et 
agitationis  materia^  praetermittant,  si  ultimas  ejus  operationes 
et  obstinationes  detegere  atque  educere  yelint.  Atque  hoc 
consilium  non  admodum  artificiosum  certe  videri  possit;  quis 
negat?  sed  utile  tamen  quiddam  videtur,  neque  nihil  in  eo  est. 
Veruntamen,  si  placet,  etiam  nunc  parum  obseryationis  huic 
rei  adspergamus.  Itaque  sic  habeto.*  Maximum  certe  homini, 
sive  operanti  sive  experienti,  impedimentum  occurrit,  quod 
materisB  massam  certam  absque  diminutione  aut  accessione 
servare,  et  premere  et  subigere  vix  licet ;  sed  separatione  facta 
ultima  vis  eluditur.  Separatio  autem  duplex  intervenit,  aut 
quod  pars  materias  evolet,  ut  in  decoctione :  aut  saltem  quod 
secessio  fit,  ut  in  flore  lactis.      Intentio  itaque  mutationis 

I  mm  admiUani  in  MS.  *  homines  cum  in  MS.  "  habeU  in  MS. 
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corporum  proftindsB  et  intim»  non  alia  est,  quam  A  materia 
omnino  debitis  modiB  vezetur;  sed  tamen  istsB  dnm  separa- 
tiones  nihilommus  interim  prohibeantur.  Tmn  enim  materia 
yere'constringitur,  ubi  fiigae  omnis  via  intercipitur*  Tertium 
denique  hujusmodi,  ut  homines  cum  corpormn  alterationes  in 
eadem  materia  massa^  neque  aucta  neque  diminuta,  fieri  vi- 
deant,  primmn  eo  errore  phantasiam  liberent^  qui  alte  hsret ; 
alterationem  nempe  tantummodo  per  separationem  fieri;  de- 
lude ut  sedulo  et  perite  difltinguere-  incipiant  de  alterationibus^ 
quando  ad  deparationem  referri  debeant;  quando  ad  disordi- 
nationem  tantum^  et  variam  positionem  partium  absque  alia 
separatione ;  quando  ad  utramque.  Neque  enim  (credo)  cum 
pyrum  immaturum  et  acerbum  manibus  ^  fortius  attrectamus, 
contundimus,  et  subigimus^  imde  illud  dulcedinem  acquirit ; 
aut  cum  succinum  vel  genuna  in  pulverem  subtilissimum 
redacta  colorem  deponunt;  materise  pars  notabilis  deperditur; 
sed  tantum  partes  corporis  in  nova  positione  constituuntur, 
Kestat  ut  errorem  quondam  ex  opinionibus  hominum  evel- 
lamus,  cujus  ea  vis  est^  ut  si  fides  ei  adhibeaturS  aliqua 
ex  his  qusB  diximus  pro  desperatis  haberi  possint.  Vulgaris 
enim  opinio  est^  rerum  spiritus^  cum  ad  intensiorem  qitendam 
gradum  tenuitatis  per  calorem  evecti'  sunt^  etiam  in  vasis  soli- 
dissimis  (puta  argentic  vitri)^  per  occultos  eorundem  poros  et 
meatus  evolare^;  quod  minus  verum  est.  Neque  enim  aer  aut 
spirituB^  licet  accedente  calore  rarefactus^  non  fiamma  ipsa^ 
tarn  libenter  se  conuninuity  ut  per  hujusmodi  poros  exitum  sibi 
quaerere  aut  facere  sustineat.  Yenun  ut  nee  aqua  per  rimam 
valde  parvam^  ita  nee  aer  per  hujusmodi  poros  effluit  Nam 
ut  aer  aqua  longe  tenuior^  ita  et  tales  pori  rimis  conspicuis 
longe  subtiliores  sunt ;  neque  opus  haberet  *  sub  vase  operto 
suffocarif  si  hujusmodi  perspirationes  illi  ullo  mode  pnesto 
essent  aut  competerent  Exemplum  autem  quod  adducunt 
miserum  est,  vel  potius  miserandum ;  ut  sunt  pleneque  contem- 
plationes  vulgaris  philosophiae,  cum  ad  particularia  ventum  est.* 
Aiunt  enim,  si  charta  inflammata  in  poculum  mittatur,  et 
subito  OS  poculi  super  vas  aqu»  convertatur,  aquam  sursum 
trahi ;  propterea  quod  postquam  fiamma,  et  aer  per  fiammam 
rarefactus,  quas  spatii  aliquantum  impleverant,  per  poros  vasis 
exhalaverint,   restare  ut  corpus  aliquod  succedat      Idem  in 

>  per  manmM  In  Ma  *  exhibeatur  in  MS.  "  eveeta  in  MS. 

<  evolaH  in  Orutert  edition.—/.  $,  •  haberet  Jhmma  in  MS.        •  $it  In  MS. 
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Tentoeis  fieri,  qu»  cames  trahunt.  ^  Atque  de  successione 
aquae  vel  camis  bene  sentiunt;  de  causa  qum  pnecedit,  im- 
perilissime.  Neque  enim  est  aliqua  corporis  emission  qusB 
spatium  prfebet,  sed  sola  corporis  contraetio.  Corpus  enim 
in  quod  flamma  recidit,  longe  minus  spatium  complet,  quam 
fiamma  antequam  exstingueretur.  Hinc  fit  illud  inane,  quod 
succesaonem  desiderat.  Atque  in  ventosis  hoc  evidentissimum 
est.  Nam  cum  eas  fortius  trahere  yolunt,  spongia  aquiB 
frigidsB  infusa  illas  tangunt,  ut  per  frigus  aer  interior  con<* 
densetur,  et  se  in  minus  spatium  colligat.  Itaque  demimus 
certe  hominibus  eam  solicitudinem,  ne  de  spirituum  tarn  faeili 
evolatione  laborent :  cum  et  illi  spiritus,  quos  saepe  desiderant, 
odorum,  saporum,  similium,  non  semper'  extra  septa  evolentS 
sed  intra  confundantur  *;  hoc  certissimum  est. 

^   VI. 

De  Quiete  Apparente,  et  Canststentia^  et  Fluore.    . 

• 

Quod  qusdam  quiescere  yideantur  et  motu  privari,  id  secun- 
dum totum  aut  integrum  recte  yidetur,  secundum  partes  autem 
hominum  opinionem  fallit  Quies  enim  simplex  et  absoluta, 
et  in  partibus  et  in  toto  ^,  nulla  est ;  sed  quae  esse  putatur, 
per  motuum  impedimenta,  cohibitiones,  et  squilibria  efficitur. 
Exempli  gratia,  cum  in  yasis  ^  in  fundo  perforatis,  quibus  hor* 
tos  irrigamus,  aqua  (si  os  vasis  obturetur)  ex  foraminibus  illis 
non  effluit,  id  per  motum  retrahentem  non  per  naturam  quie- 
scentem  fieri  perspicuum  est.  Aqua  enim  tam  contendit  de- 
scendere,  quam  si  actu  suo  potiatur;  sed  cum  in  summitate 
yasis  non  sit  quod  succedat,  aqua  in  imo  ab  aqua  in  summo 
retrahitur  et  yim  patitur.  Si  quis  enim  alterum  infirmi- 
orem  in  lucta  teneat,  ut  se  moyere  non  possit,  atque  ille 
nitatur  tamen  ^  sedulo,  non  propterea  minor  est  motus  reni- 
tentiae,  quia  non  praeyalet,  et  a  motu  fortiori  ligatur.  Hoc 
autem  quod  dicimus  de  falsa  quiete,  et  in  rebus  innumeris 
utile  cognitu  est,  et  non  minimum  lucis  praebet  in  inqui- 
sitione  natune  solidi  et  ^  liquidi,  siye  consistentias  et  fluoris. 
Solida  enim  yidentur  in  positione  sua  manere  et  quiescere, 
liquida  autem  moyeri  et  confundL     Neque  enim  columna  ex 

>  $€mper  om.  MS.  *  tvaUnU  in  MSw  *  eonfvnduniur  in  MS. 

*  et  in  partibuM  et  in  toto  om.  MS.  *  vaeibus  in  MS. 

'  So  Uw  MS.   In  Grutcr^s  edit,  tamen  comes  after  propterea,  '  vel  in  MS. 
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aqua^  ant  alia  effigies  exstrui  potest,  ut  de^  ligno  vel  lapide. 
Itaque  in  promptn  est  opinari,  partes  aqu»  superiores  conten- 
dere (motu,  qnem  appellant,  naturali)  ut  defluant;    partes 
autem  ligni  non  item*     Atqni  hoc  verum  non  est ;  cum  idem 
insit  motus  partibus  ligni  qnse  in  summo  ooUocantur,  ut  deor- 
sum  ferantur,  qui  aqu»;  idque  in  actum  perduceretar,  nisi 
ligaretur  et  retraheretur  iste  motus  a  motu  potiore.     Is  autem 
est  certe  appetitus  continuitatis,  siye  separationis  ixiga ;    qu» 
et  ipsa  tarn  aqu»  quam  ligno  competit,  sed  in  ligno  est  mota 
gravitatis  fortior,  in  aqua  debilior.     Nam  quod  ex  hujusmodi 
motu  etiam  qu»  liquida  sunt  participent,  id  manifestum  est. 
Videmus  enim  in  bullis  aquas,  ad  separationem  evitandam, 
aquam  se  in  pelliculas  conjicere,  in  hemisphasrii  formam  con- 
fictas.     Videmus  etiam  in  stillicidiis,  aquam  ut  aquae  continu- 
etur,  in  filum  exile  se  producere  et  attenuare,  quoad  sequens 
aqua  suppetat;   sin  autem  deficiat  aqua  ad  continuationem, 
turn  se  in  guttas  rotundas  recipere,  quarum  diameter  filo  illo 
priore  sit  multo  major.'     Simili  modo  yidemus,  aquam  com- 
minutionem  magis  exquisitam  aegre  pati,  cum  ex  foraminibus 
et  rimis  (si  subtiliores  sint)  naturali  buo  pondere  absque  con- 
cussione  non  effluat      Quare  constat  appetitum  continuitatis 
etiam  liquidis  inesse,  sed  debilem.     At  contra  in  rebus  solidis 
Tiget,  et  motui  naturali  sive  gravitati  pnedominatur.     Si  quia 
enim  existimet,  in  columna  ligni  vel  lapidis  superiores  partes 
non  diffluere  cupere,  sed  se  in  eodem  plane  statu  sustinere ; 
is  facile  se  corriget,  si  consideret  columnam,  sive  similia,  si 
altitude  ejus  ad  latitudinem  basis  non  dt  proportionata,  sed 
modum  excedat,  stare  non  posse,  sed  devexo  pondere  fern; 
adeo  ut  structuris  praealtis  necesse  sit  ut  ad  pyramidis  formam 
inclinent,  et  sint  versus    summitatem    angustiores.      Qualis 
autem  sit  ea  natura  qu89  appetitum  istum  continuitatis   in- 
tendat  aut  remittat,  non  fiicile  inquirenti  occurret.      Bind 
fortasse  suggeretur,  partes  solidorum  esse  magis  densaa  et 
compactas;  Uquidorum'  magis  raras  et  solutas;  aut  liquidis 
subesse  spiritum,  quod  fluoris  sit  principium,  qui  in  solidis 
desit;    et  hujusmodL      Sed  neutrum  horum   veritati  conso- 
num  est.     Manifestum  enim  est,  nivem  et  ceram,  qua3  secari 
.et  fingi  et  impressiones  recipere  possunt,  argento  vivo  aut 
plumbo  liquefacto  longe  esse  rariora,  ut  in  ratione  ponderum 

I  et  In  MS,  '  diametnm  and  maju*  in  MS.  '  Uquorum  in  MS. 
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eyindtur.  Quod  si  quia  adhuc  insiataty  fieri  posse  at  nix  ant 
ceTEj  licet  sit  (in  toto)  argento  viyo  rarior,  tamen  habere  pos-* 
sit  paries  magis  clausas  et  compactas ;  verum  quia .  sit  corpus 
spongiosum  et  cava  multa  et  aerem  recipiat,  ideo  in  sunima 
effici  leviorem ;  ut  in  pumice  fit,  qui  cum  pro  ratione  molis  sit 
fortaSfte  ligno  levior,  tamen  si  utrumque  in  pulverem  redigatur, 
pulverem  pmnicis  pulvere  ligni  futurum  grayiorem,  quia  cavi- 
tates  illaB  non  amplius  adsint;  bsec  bene  notata  et  objecta  sunt. 
Sed  quid  ad  niyem  et  ceram  colliquatam  dicent,  ubi  jam  cavi- 
tates  explete  sunt ;  vel  quid  ad  gummi  corpora,  mastichen,  et 
mmilia,  qusB  cayitates  istas  manifestas  non  habent,  et  tamen 
sunt  pluribus  liquoribus  leyiora?  Quod  autem  de  spiritu 
afferunt^  per  cujus  yim  et  impetum  res  fluant ;  id  certe  primo 
intuitu  probabile  est,  et  notionibus  conununibus  familiare; 
reipsa  autem  durius  est  et  magis  erroneum ;  cum  yeras  rationi 
non  solum  non  innitatur,  sed  fere  opponatur.  Spiritus  enim 
ille,  quem  dicunt,  reyera  (quod  mirum  fortasse  dictu)  consi- 
stentiam  inducit,  non  fluorem.  Quod  et  optime  in  instantia  niyis 
cemitur,  quao  cum  ex  aqua  et  aere  compositum  corpus  sit, 
cumque  et  aqua  et  aer  seorsim  fluant,  in  mixtura  tamen  con- 
sistentiam  adipiscitur*  Quod  si  quis  objiciat,  id  eyenire  posse 
ex  condensalione  aque»  partis  per  firigus,  et  non  ab  interpo- 
sitione  aeris;  is  se  corriget,  si  animadyertat  etaam  spumam 
corpus  fflmile  niyi  esse,  quod  tamen  a  frigore  nullo  modo  coir- 
densetur.  Sin  adhuc  uigeat,  et  in  spuma  precedere^  conden- 
sationem,  non  a  fiigore,  sed  tamen  ab  agitatione  et  percussione ; 
is  pueros  consulat,  qui  ex  leyi  aura  per  fistulam  siye  calamum 
inspirata,  et  aqua  (ob  parum  saponis  admixtum)  paulo  tena- 
ciore,  miram  et  turritam  buUarum  structuram  conficiunt*  Bes 
autem  sic  se  habet;  corpora  ad  tactum  corporis  amici  siye 
similis  se  solyere  et  laxare;  ad  tactum  autem  corporis  dis- 
sentientis  se  stringere  et  sustinere.  Itaque  appositionem 
corporis  alieni  esse  consiatenti®  cauaam.  Sic  yidemus  oleum 
aqus  admistnm,  ut  fit  in  unguentia,  liquiditatem,  qua)  et  in 
aqua  et  in  oleo  antea  yigebat,  quadantenua  exuere.  Contra 
yidemua,  papyrum  aqua  madefactam  se  aolyere,  et  conaiaten- 
tiam  (quffi  ob  aerem  antea  in  poria  admiatum  yalida  erat) 
deponere ;  oleo  yero  madefactam,  minua ;  quia  oleum  papyro 
minua  conaentiat.    Idem  quoque  in  aaccbaro  yidemua,  et  aimi- 

>  M»  Bouillet  readfl  proetdert,  which  Is  doubtten  right 
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Iibu05  qu8B  ad  aquam  vel  vinum  intFomittenda  se  laxant,  neque 
solum  cum  liquores  illis  incumbunt>  Bed  eosdem  quoque  BUgont 
et  Bursum  traliunt.^ 

VII. 

De  coTisentu  carporum,  qum  sensu  prtedita  sunt,  et  gtuB 
sensu  carent. 

Passiones  corporum^  quae  sensu  dotantur,  et  qtue  sensu  carent^ 
magnuin  consensum  habent ;  nisi  quod  in  corpore  sensibili  ao- 
cedat  spiritus.  Nam  pupilla  oculi  speculo  sive  aquis  »qm- 
paratur;  et  simili  natura  imagines  lucis  et  rerum  visibilium 
excipit  et  reddit  Organum  autem  auditus  obici  intra  locum 
cavemosum^  conforme  est^  a  quo  vox  et  sonus  optime  resultat. 
Attractiones  autem  rerum  inanimatarum,  et  rursus  horrores 
sive  fug»  (eas  dico^  qu»  ex  proprietate  fiunt)  in  animalibus, 
olfactui  atque  odoribus  gratis  et  odiosis  convenlunt.  Tactus 
autem  ratio  et  gustus^  omnem  quae  in  corporibus  inanimatis 
ficcidere  possit  aut  violentiam  aut  contra  insinuationem  almam 
et  amicam^  ac  imiversas  earundem  passionum  figuras,  yeluti 
vates  aut  interpres  exprimit  Nam  compressiones^  extensiones, 
erosioneSy  separationes^  et  similia,  in  corporibus  mortuis  in  pro- 
ccsBU  latent}  nee  nisi  post  effectum  manifestum  percipiuntur. 
In  animalibus  autem  cum  sensu  doloris  secimdum  diversa 
genera  aut  characteres  TiolentisB  peraguntur^  permeante  per 
omnia  spiritu.  Atque  ab  hoc  principio  deducitur  cognitio, 
num  forte  alicui  animantitun  adsit  alius  quispiam  sensus,  praster 
eos  qui  notantur;  et  quot  et  quales  sensus  in  universo  ani* 
mantium  genere  esse  possint.  Ex  passionibus  enim  materisd 
rite  distinctis  sequetur  numerus  sensuum^  si  modo  organa 
competant  et  accedat  spiritus. 

VIII* 

De  Motu  Vioknto,  quod  sitfuga  et  discursatto  partium  ret 
propter  pressuram,  licet  minime  visibilis. 

MoTUS  violentus  (quem  vocant)  per  quem  missilia,  ut  lapldes^ 
sagittse^  globi  ferrei^  et  similia  per  aerem  volant,  fere  omnium 
motuum  est  vulgatbsimus.     Atque  inhujus  tamen  observatione 

*  The  following  sentence  is  added  la  the  MS. :  **  Eadem  est  et  gpongiBrum  ratio, 
(^ufn  et  raetalla  duni  per  calorem  liquefiant,  ro^jorem  partium  squalitatcm  deposita 
naturali  congelationc  obtineot.*' — /.  S. 

*  heo  cavernaso  in  MS. 
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et  inqniatioiie  miram  et  snfniiam  negligentiam  bommiim  no* 
tare  Hcet.  Neqae  parvo  detrimento  in  motus  istius  natura 
et  potestate  inTestiganda  offenditor;  cum  ad  infinita  sit  utilia, 
et  tormentb,  machinis,  et  universsB  rei  mechanics,  ait  instar 
aninue  et  yitas.  Plorimi  autem  se  perfimctos  inqnisitione 
potant,  si  motnm  illnm  violentom  esse  pronuntient,  et  a  na- 
tural! distinguant.  Atque  is  sane  est  Aristotelis  et  scholse 
ejus  mos  proprius  et  disdplinay  curare  ut  habeant  homines 
quod  pronuntient,  non  quod  sentiant;  et  docere  quomodo 
aliquis  affirmando  aut  negando  se  ezpedire,  non  cogitando  se 
ezplicare  et  sibi  satisfacere  possit.  Alii  paulo  attentius,  ar* 
repto  illo  posito  duo  corpora  in  uno  loco  esse  non  posse,  restare 
aiunt  ut  quod  fortius  At  impellat,  debilius  cedat;  earn  ces* 
monem  siye  fugam,  si  minor  adhibeatur  vis,  non  ultra  durare 
quam  prima  impulsio  continuetur ;  ut  in  protrusione ;  si  autem 
major,  etiam  remoto  corpore  impellente  ad  tempus  yigere, 
donee  sensim  remittatur ;  ut  in  jactu.  Atque  hi  rursus,  alio 
ejusdem  scholie  more  inveterato,  primordia  rei  captant,  de 
processu  et  exitu  non  soUidti ;  tanquam  prima  qusBque  csBtera 
trahant ;  quo  fit  ut  immatura  quadam  impatientia  contempla- 
tionem  abrumpant.  Nam  ad  id  quod  corpora  sub  ipsum  ictum 
cedant,  aliquid  afferunt;  sed  postquam  corpus  impellens  jam 
remotum  sit,  adeo  ut  necessitas  ilia  confusionis  corporum  jam 
plane  cessaverit,  cur  postea  motus  continuetur,  nihil  dicunt, 
nee  seipsi  satis  capiunt  Alii  autem  magis  diligentes'  et  in 
inqnisitione  perseverantes,  cum  vim  aeris  in  ventis  et  similibus 
qusB  yel  arbores  et  turres  dejicere  possit  animadvertissent, 
Opinali  sunt  cam  vim  quie  hujusmodi  missilia  post  primam 
impulsionem  deducat  et  comitetur  aeri  debere  attribui,  pone 
corpus  quod  movetur  collecto  et  ingruenti ;  cujus  impetu  cor^ 
pus  tanquam  navis  in  gurgite  aquarum  vehatur.  Atque  hi 
certe  rem  non  deserunt,  atquq  contemplationem  ad  exitum 
perducunt ;  sed  tamen  a  veritate  aberrant.  Bes  autem  vere 
in  hunc  modum  se  habet     Prsecipuus  motus  partibus  ipsiua 

I  See  Fncastoriw,  2>«  Sywtpaih.  tt  AntipaA.  c  4.,  to  whom  Bacon  refers  in  the 
Ncm,  Org,  [u.  36.,  Vol.  I.  p.  301.]  That  the  medium  through  which  a  body  Is  pro- 
jected is  the  cause  of  its  continuing  to  move  after  it  has  parted  flnom  that  which 
projects  it,  had  however  been  taught  by  Aristotle.  See  the  i%«tcf,  viii.  10. ;  a 
passage  which,  though  the  theory  of  prqiectllcs  contained  in  it  is  altogether  false,  yet 
shows  tiiat  Aristotle  had  formed  a  distinct  though  incomplete  conception  of  the  pro- 
pagation of  motion  through  any  medium.  Aristotle's  view  seems  not  to  have  been 
rightly  understootf  by  his  commentators.  See  Brandis*s  Scholia^  p.  451.,  at  bottom  ; 
and  compare  Cardan,  De  SuUil,  IK,  and  Vaninl^  Didbgi,  zi. 
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corporis^  quod  volat,  inesse  videtur :  qui,  cum  visu  ob  nimiam 
subtilitatem  non  perdpiatur,  homineB  non  BatU  attendenteB, 
Bed  levi  observatione  rem  traoBmittentes,  latet  Accuzatius 
autem  Bcrutanti  maaifeBte  constat,  corpora  quas  duriora  sunt 
preBBionis  eBse  unpatientiflBima,  et  ejuBdem  veluti  Bensom  acu- 
tiBBimum  habere;  adeo  ut  quam  minimum  a  naturali  poBiti-* 
one  depulsa,  magna  pemidtate  nitantur  ut  lib^entur  et  in 
pristinum  Btatum  reBtituantun  Quod  ut  fiat,  partes  dnguls, 
fiEicto  principio  a  parte  pulsata,  se  invicem  non  secus  ac  yis 
externa  protrudunt  ac  urgent ';  et  fit  continua  et  intensissima 
(licet  minime  visibilis)  partium  trepidatio  et  commotio.  Atque 
hoc  yidemus  fieri  in  ezemplo  yitri,  sacchari,  et  hujusmodi 
rerun  fragilium ;  quae  si  mucrone  aut  ferro  acuto  secentur  aut 
diyidantur,  protinus  in  aliis  partibus,  a  tractu  mucronis  re- 
motis,  quasi  in  instanti  disrumpuntur.  Quod  evidenter  demon- 
strat  communicationem  motus  pressursB  in  partes  succedentes. 
Qui  motus  cum  per  omnia  moliatur  et  ubique  tentet,  ea  parte 
confractionem  inducit  qua  ex  prscedente  corporis  dispositione 
minus  fords  erat  compactio.  Neque  tamen  ipse  motus,  quando 
per  omnia  turbat  et  percurrit,  sub  aspectum  yenit,  donee  aperta 
fiat  effiractio  siye  continmtatis  solutio*  Rursus  yidemus,  si 
forte  filum  ferreum,  aut  bacillum,  aut  durior  pars  calami  (yel 
hujusmodi  corpora,  qu»  flexibilia  quidem  sunt,  non  absque 
aliqua  renitentia)  inter  poUicem  et  indicem  per  extrema  sua 
cunrentur  et  stringantur,  ea  statim  prosilire.  Cujus  motus 
causa  manifeste  deprehenditur  non  esse  in  extremis  corporis 
partibus,  qua  digitis  stringuntur,  sed  in  medio,  quod  yim 
patitur ;  ad  cujus  releyationem  motus  ille  se  expedit  In  hoc 
autem  exemplo  plane  liquet,  causam  illam  motus  quam  addu- 
cunt  de  impulsione  aeris  exdudi«  Neque  enim  ulla  fit  percussio, 
quce  aerem  immittat.  Atque  hoc  etiam  leyi  illo  experimento 
eyindtur,  cum  pruni  nucleum  recentem  et  lubricum  premimus, 
digitosque  pauktim  adducimus,  atque  hac  ratione  emitiimus. 
Nam  et  in  hoc  quoque  exemplo  compressio  iUa  yice  percussi- 
onis  est.  Eyidentissimus  autem  hujusce  motus  effectus  cer- 
nitur,  in  perpetuis  conyersionibus  siye  rotationibus  corporum 
misfiilium  dum  yolant.  Siquidem  ea  procedunt  utique,  sed 
progressum  suum  faciunt  in  lineis  spiralibus,  hoc  est  proce- 
dendo et  rotando.  Atque  certe  is  mohts  spiralis,  cum  tam  sit 
rapidus,  et  nihilominus  tam  expeditus,  et  rebus  quodammodo 

*  vipeiit  In  Gniter^s  edition. —  /.  S, 
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fimiHariflj  nobis  dubitationem  movity  nam  forte  ex  altiore 
principio  non  penderet.  Sed  existimamns  non  aliam  causam 
hoic  rei  Bubesse,  quam  eandem  quam  nunc  tractamus.  Namque 
presBxtra  corporis  affittim  motnm  in  partibus  siye  minutiis  ejus 
excitat)  ut  se  quacunque  via  expediant  et  liberent  Itaque 
corpus  non  ^  solum  in  linea  recta  i^tur  et  provolat,  sed  un- 
dequaque  experitur,  atque  ideo  se  rotat;  utroque  enim  modo 
ad  se  laxandum  nonnihil  proficit.  Atque  in  rebus  solidis 
subtile  quiddam  et  abditum;  in  moIUbus  evidens  et  quasi  pal- 
pabile  est  Nam  ut  cera  yd  plumbum,  et  hujusmodi  moUia^ 
malleo  percussa  cedunt,  non  tantum  in  directum,  sed  et  in 
latera  undequaque:  eodem  modo  et  corpora  dura  sive  reni« 
tentia  fugiunt  et  in  recta  linea  et  in  circuitu.  Cessio  enim 
corporalis  in  mollibus,  et  localis  in  duris,  ratione  conveniunt ; 
atque  in  corporis  mollis  efformatione,  corporis  duri  passio,  cum 
fugit  et  volat,  optime  conspicitun  Interim  nemo  existimet 
nos  prseter  motum  istum  (qui  caput  rei  est)  non  etiam  aliquas 
partes  aeri  deyehenti  tribuere,  qui  motum  principalem  adjuyare, 
impedire,  flectere,  regere  possit.  Nam  et  ejus  rei  potestas  est 
non  parva.  Atque  haec  motus  violenti  sive  mechanici  (qui 
adhuc  latuit)  explicatio,  yeluti  fons  quidam  practicas  est 

IX. 

De  causa  motus  in  tormentis  iffneis,  quod  ex  parte  tantum,  nee  ea 
potiare,  inquisita  siL 

ToBMENTOBUM  igneorum  causa,  et  motus  tarn  potentis  et  no* 
bUis  explicatio,  manca  est,  et  ex  parte  potiore  deficit.  Aiunt 
enim  pulverem  tormentarium,  postquam  in  fiammam  conversus 
nt  et  extenuatus,  se  dilatare  et  majus  spatium  occupare :  unde 
sequi, — ^ne  duo  corpora  in  uno  loco  sint,  aut  dimensionum  pe- 
netratio  fiat,  aut  forma  elementi  destruatur,  aut  situs  portium 
prster  naturam  totius  sit  (hsec  enim  dicuntur), — corporis  quod 
obstat  expulsionem  yel  effiractionem.  Neque  nihil  est,  quod 
dicunt.  Nam  et  iste  appetitus,  et  materise  passio,  et'  hujus- 
modi motus  pars  aliqua.  Sed  nihilominus  in  hoc  peccant, 
quod  ad  necessitatem  istam  corporis  dilatandi  rem  praBpropera 
cogitatione  deducunt,  neque  quod  natura  prius  est  distincte 
considerant.  Nam  ut  corpus  pulveris,  postquam  in  flammam 
mutatus  est,  majorem  locum  occupet,  necessitatem  sane  habet ; 
ut  autetn  corpus  pulyeris  infiammetur,  idque  tarn  rapide,  id 
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Bimili  necessitate  non  constringitur ;  sed  ex  prseoedente  motunm 
conflictu  et  comparatioiie  pendet.  Nam  dubium  non  est^  quin 
corpus  illud  solidum  et  grave,  quod  per  hujusmodi  motum  ex- 
truditur  vel  remoyetur,  antequam  cedat,  sedulo  obnitatur ;  et  si 
forte  robustius  sit,  victoria  potiatur;  id  est,  ut  non  flamma 
globum  expeilat,  sed  globus  flanunam  suffocet,  Itaque  si  loco 
pulveris  tormentarii,  sulphurem  vel  caphuram  vel  similia  acci- 
pias,  quad  flamtnam  et  ipsa  cito  corripiunt,  et  (quia  corporum 
compactio  inflammationi  impedimento  est)  ea  in  grana  pulveris, 
admista  cineris  juniperi  vel  alicujus  ligni  maxime  combustilis 
aliqua  portione,  effonnes ;  tamen  (si  nitrum  absit)  motus  iste 
rapidus  et  potens  non  sequitur :  sed  motus  ad  inflammationem 
a  mole  corporis  renitentis  impeditur  et  constringitur,  nee  se 
explicat  aut  ad  effectum  pertingit.  Rei  autem  Veritas  sic  se 
habet  Motum  istum,  de  quo  qu9Britur,'geminatum  et  com- 
positum  reperias.  Nam  prseter  motum  inflammationis,  qui  in 
sulphurea  pulveris  parte  maxime  viget,  subest  alius  magb 
fortis  et  violentus.  Is  fit  a  spiritu  crudo  et  aqueo,  qui  ex 
nitro  maxime,  et  nonnihil  a  carbone  salids  concipitur,  qui  et 
ipse  expanditur  certe  (ut  vapores  subdito  calore  sclent),  sed 
una  etiam  (quod  caput  rei  est)  impetu  rapidissimo  a  calore  et 
inflammatione  fugit  et  erumpit,  atque  per  hoc  etiam  inflam- 
mationi vias  relaxat  et  aperit  Hujusce  motus  rudimenta  et 
in  crepitationibus  aridorum  foliorum  lauri  vel  hederas  cernimus, 
cum  in  ignem  mittuntur ;  et  magis  etiam  in  sale,  qui  ad  rei  in- 
quisitflB  naturam  propius  accedit.  Simile  etiam  quiddam  et  in 
sevo  candelarum  madido  et  in  flatulentis  ligni  viridis  flammis 
saepe  videmus.  Maxime  autem  eminet  iste  motus  in  argento 
vivo,  quod  corpus  maxime  crudum,  et  instar  aquas  mineralis 
est;  cujus  vires  (si  ab  igne  vexetur,  et  ab  exitu  prohibeatur) 
non  multo  pulveris  tormentarii  viribus  inferiores  sunt.  Itaque 
hoc  exemplo  monendi  homines  sunt  et  rogandi,  ne  in  causa- 
rum  inquisitione  unum  aliquod  arripiant,  et  facile  pronuntient ; 
sed  circumspiciant,  et  contemplationcs  suas  fortius  et  altius 
figanti 

X. 

De  dtssimilitudine  ccdestium  et  sublunarium  quoad  (Btemitatem 
et  mutabilitatem  ;  quod  non  sit  verificata. 

Quod  receptum  est,  universsitatcm  natune  veluti  per  globes 
reote  dividi  et  distingui ;  ut  alia  sit  ratio  coelestium^  alia  sub- 
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lunarium ;  id  non  absque  causa  introductum  videtur^  si  in  hao 
opinione  modus  adhibeatur.  Dubium  enim  non  est,  quin  re- 
^ones  sub  orbe  lunari  posits  et  supra,  una  cum  corporibus 
qu»  sub  eisdem  spatiis  continentur,  multis  et  magnis  rebus 
differant.  Neque  tamen  hoc  certius  est  quam  illud,  corpori- 
bus utriusqne  globi  inesse  communes  inclinationes,  passiones,  et 
motus.  Itaque  imitatem  nature  sequi  debemus,  et  ista  distin- 
guere  potius  quam  discerpere,  nee  contemplalionem  frangere. 
Sed  quod  ulterius  receptumest,— coelestiamutationesnonsubire; 
sublunaria  vero  aut  elementaria,  qute  vocant,  iisdem  obnoxia 
esse ;  et  materiam  horum  instar  meretricis  esse,  novas  formas 
perpetuo  appetentem;  illorum  autem  instar  matronse,  stabili  et 
intemerato  connubio  gaudentem ; — ^popularis  opinio  Tidetnr  esse, 
et  infirma,  et  ex  apparentia  et  superstitione  orta.  Yidetur 
autem  nobis  hssc  sententia  ex  utraque  parte  labilis  et  sine  fun- 
damento.  Nam  neque  coelo  ea  competit  aetemitas  quam  fin- 
gunt,  nee  rursus  terrsB  ea  mutabilitas.  Nam,  quod  ad  coelum 
attinet,  non  ea  nitendum  est  ratione,  mutationes  ibidem  non 
fieri,  quia  sub  aspectum  non  veniunt.  Aspectum  enim  firustrat 
et  corporis  subtilitas  et  loci  distantia.  Nam  varies  inveniuntur 
aeris  mutationes,  ut  in  sestu,  frigore,  odoribus,  sonis,  manifestum 
est,  quie  sub  visum  non  cadunt.  Neque  rursus  (credo),  si  ocu- 
lus  in  circulo  lunse  positus  esset,  a  tanto  intervallo  quse  hie 
apud  nos  fiunt,  et  qui  in  superficie  terrse  obveniunt  motus  et 
mutationes  machinarum,  animalium,  plantarum,  et  hujusmodi, 
(quse  pusill®  alicujus  festucae  dimensionem,  ob  distantiam,  non 
sequant,)  cernere  posset.  In  corporibus  autem  quae  tant» 
molis  et  magnitudinis  sunt,  ut  ob  dimensionum  suarum  ampli- 
tndinem  spatia  distantiarum  vincere  atque  ad  aspectum  per- 
venire  possunt  ^  mutationes  in  regionibus  coelestibus  fieri,  ex 
cometis  quibusdam  satis  liquet ;  iis  dico,  qui '  certam  et  con- 
stantem  configuralionem  cum  stellis  fixis  servarunt;  qualis  fuit 
ilia,  qu»  '  in  Cassiopea  nostra  state  apparuit.^  Quod  autem  ad 
terram  attinet ;  postquam  ad  interiora  ejus,  relicta  ea  qus  in 

■  K.  BouiUet  reads  posiint.  >  ^ms  In  MS. 

'  So  in  the  origlxiaL    It  should  apparently  be  t&,  qui,'- J,  S. 

*  The  star  which  appeared  in  Ophiuchus  tn  1604  is  generally  mentioned  by  Galileo 
in  coDjonction  with  the  one  in  Cassiopeia  (which  appeared  in  157S),  as  eridenoe 
SffUnat  the  doctrine  of  the  iramatabllity  of  the  heavens.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  the 
CogitoHonet  were  written  before  or  not  loog  after  1604,  especially  as  in  the  Deaeriptio 
GUbi  htelUetuaUi  the  two  stars  are  mentioned  together.  Bat  a  similar  argument 
wonld  show  that  they  were  written  before  or  soon  after  1600,  as  the  new  star  tn 
Cygnus  Is  not  mentioned.    [On  this  last  point  see  the  preface^p.  14. —J.  S.] 
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superfioie  et  partibus  prozimis  inr^tur  incruatatione  et  mix- 
tura^  penetratum  est,  videtur  et  ibi  quoque  similiB  ei  quae  in 
coelo  supponitur  perpetuitafi  ezistere.  Proculdubio  enim  est, 
si  in  profundo  terra  pateretur  mutationes,  consequentiam  earum 
mutationum,  etiam  in  nostra  regione,  quam  calcamus,  majores 
casus  fuisse  paritoram  quam  fieri  yidemus.  Sane  terrsB  motus 
plerique,  et  eruptiones  aquarum,  yel  eructationes  ignium,  non  ex 
profundo  admodum,  sed  prope,  insurgunt ;  cum  paryum  aliquod 
spatium  in  snperficie  occupent.  Quanto  enim  latiorem  regionem 
et  tractum  hujusmodi  accidentia  in  facie  terr»  occupant,  tanto 
magis  radices  sive  origines  eorum  ad  viscera  terr®  penetrare 
putandum  est.  Itaque  majores  terras  motus  (majores,  inquam, 
ambitu,  non  violentia)  qui  rarius  eveniunt,  recte  cometis  ejus 
generis  de  quo  diximus  aBquiparari  possunt ;  qui  et  ipsi  infre- 
quentes  sunt ;  ut  illud  maneat  quod  initio  diximus,  inter  coelum 
et  terram,  quatenus  ad  constantiam  et  mutationem,  non  multum 
interesse.  Si  quem  autem  ssquabilitas  et  certitude  motus  in 
corporibus  ccelestibus  apparens  movet,  veluti  seternitatis  comes 
individuus;  prsesto  est  oceanus,  qui  in  aestu  suo  baud  multo 
minorem  constantiam  ostendat.^  Postremo,  si  quis  adhuc  in- 
stet,  negari  tamen  non  posse  quin  in  ipsa  superfioie  orbis 
terrarum  et  partibus  proximis  infinitie  fiant  mutationes,  in  coelo 
non  item ;  huic  itarespon^um  volumus :  nee  nos  hsec  per  omnia 
tequare ;  et  tamen  si  regionea  (quas  vocant)  supertarem  et  me- 
diam  aeris  pro  superfioie  aut  interiore  tunica  coeli  accipiamus, 
quemadmodum  spatium  istud  apud  nos,  quo  animalia,  plants, 
et  mineralia  continentur,  pro  superfioie  vel  exteriore  tunica  terras 
accipimus,  et  ibi  quoque  varias  et  multiformes  generationes  et 
mutationes  inveniri.'  Itaque  tumultus  fere  omnis,  et  conflictus, 
et  perturbatio,  in  confiniis  tantum  coeli  et  terras  locum  habere 
yidetur.  Ut  in  rebus  ciyilibus  fit;  in  quibus  illud  frequenter 
usu  yenit,  ut  duorum  regnorum  fines  continuis  incursionibus 
et  yiolentiis  infestentur,  dum  interiores  utriusque  regni  provin- 
das  secura  pace  atque  alta  quiete  fruuntur.  Nemo  autem,  si 
recte  attenderit,  religionem  hie  opponat.  Nam  ethnica  jactan- 
tia  solummodo  prasrogatiya  ista  coelum  materiatum  donayit, 
ut  sit  incorruptibile.  Scripturas  aufem  Sacras  asternitatem  et 
corruptionem  coelo  et  terras  ex  asquo,  licet  gloriam  et  yene- 
rationem  disparem,  attribuunt.    Nam  si  legatur,  solem  et  lunam 

>  oaUntat  in  MS.  *  invenire  in  MS. 
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fideUs  et  tJBiemos  in  ccdo  testes  esse  ;  legitur  etiam,  genertitUmes 
migrarey  terram  autem  in  mtemum  manere.  Quod  autem  utrum- 
que  tranBitorium  sit,  uno  oraculo  contmetur,  nempe  ccdum 
et  terram  pertransire,  verbum  autem  Domini  non  pertransire. 
Neque  h«c  nos  novi  placiti  studio  dizimusy  sed  quod  ista  rerum 
et  regionum  conficta  divortia^et  discrunina,  ultra  quam  veritaB 
patitur^  magno  impedimento  ad  yeram  philosophiam  et  natuxte 
contemplalionem  fore,  haud  ignari  sed  ezemplo  edocti,  pro- 
Tidemus. 
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PREFACE 

DE    FLUXU    ET    REFLUXU    MARIS. 
ST  BOBEBT  LESLIE  ELLIS. 


It  was  a  natural  result  of  the  progress  of  maritime  discoyery 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  that  much  was  thought  and  written 
on  the  subject  of  the  tides.  The  reports  continually  brought 
home  touching  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  sea  on  far  distant 
shores,  not  only  excited  curiosity,  but  also  showed  how  little 
the  philosophers  of  antiquity  had  known  of  tiie  phenomena 
which  they  attempted  to  explain.  Men  who  dwelt  on  the 
shores  of  an  inland  sea,  and  whose  range  of  observation 
scarcely  extended  beyond  the  Pillars  of  Hercules,  were  in 
truth  not  likely  to  recognise  any  of  the  general  laws  by 
which  these  phenomena  are  governed.  Their  authority  ac- 
cordingly in  this  matter  was  of  necessity  set  aside;  and  a 
number  of  hypotheses  were  proposed  in  order  to  explam  the 
newly  discovered  facts.  Of  tiiese  speculations  an  interesting 
account  is  given  in  tiie  twenty-eighth  book  of  the  Pancosmia 
of  Patridus.  It  is  not,  however,  complete;  no  mention 
being  made  of  the  hypothesis  of  Csesalpinus,  which  is  in  itself  a 
curious  one,  and  which  clearly  suggested  to  Gralileo  his  own 
explanation  of  the  cause  of  tiie  tides.  Otto  Casmann,  the  pre- 
face to  whose  Prohlemata  Marina  is  dated  in  1596,  gives  a 
good  deal  of  information  on  the  same  subject,  some  of  which 
however  seems  to  be  simply  copied  from  Patricius;  but  he 
mentions  CsBsalpinus,  whom,  as  I  have  said,  Patricius  omits. 
Patricius,  it  may  be  remarked,  is  a  scrupulously  orthodox  phi- 
losopher, and  dedicates  his  work  to  Gregory  XIY.  with  many 
expressions  of  reverence  and  submission. 
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It  IB  perhaps  on  this  account  that  he  has  said  nothing  of 
CtesalpinuB,  whose  works  were  "  improbat®  lectionis  "  and  who 
seeks  to  explain  the  tides,  and  also  certain  astronomical  pheno- 
mena,  by  denying  the  orthodox  doctrine  of  the  earth's  immo- 
bility. 

The  earliest  modem  writer  whom  Patricius  mentions  is 
Frederick  Chrysogonus,  whose  work  on  the  tides  must  have 
been  published  in  1527.  To  his  account  of  the  phenomena 
little,  according  to  Patricius,  was  added  by  subsequent  writers; 
nor  are  his  statements  contradicted  by  the  reports  of  seafaring 
men,  who  however  mention  certain  matters  of  detail  which  he 
had  omitted.  Of  seamen  Patricius  particularly  mentions  Peter 
of  Medina  and  Nicolaus  Sagrus,  the  latter  with  especial  com- 
mendation. From  Sagrus  (but  probably  through  Patricius) 
Bacon  derived  some  of  the  statements  of  the  following  tract ; 
those,  namely,  which  relate  to  the  progress  of  the  tide-wave 
firom  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  to  Gravelines.  On  the  day  of 
new  moon,  according  to  Sagrus,  there  is  high  water  along  the 
coast  from  Tarifa  to  Bota  at  an  hour  and  a  half  after  midnight. 
After  mentioning  several  intermediate  places,  he  says  that 
along  the  coast  of  Normandy  as  far  as  Calais  and  Nieuport 
there  is  high  water  at  nine,  and  after  a  not  very  distinct  state- 
ment as  to  the  time  of  high  water  in  tiie  middle  of  the  channel, 
goes  on  to  state  that  from  Calais  to  Ghravelines  the  water  is 
high  off  shore  (in  derot&)  at  an  hour  and  a  half  after  midnight, 
that  is  at  the  same  time  as  at  Bota,  and  at  Zealand  at  the 
same  time  as  on  the  coast  of  Portugal.  These  statements  are 
scarcely  sufficiently  accurate  to  make  it  worth  while  to  com- 
pare them  with  modem  observations ;  but  it  is  necessary  to 
remark  that  Sagrus,  though  he  mentions  it  as  a  remarkable 
circumstance  that  the  time  of  high  water  should  be  the  same 
at  Gravelines  and  at  Bota,  does  not  mean  to  assert  tiiat  there 
is  any  discontinuity  in  the  progress  of  the  tide  along  the 
shores  of  France  and  the  Netherlands.  The  tide  gets  pro- 
gressively later  and  latejr  until  we  come  to  a  place  where  there 
is  high  water  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  therefore  also 
high  water  about  half-past  one  after  the  succeeding  midnight. 
In  order  to  compare  Gravelines  and  Bota,  he  takes  (but 
without  mentioning  that  he  does  so)  two  different  tide-waves, 
— the  statement  with  reference  to  Gravelines  appearing  to 
relate  to  a  later  wave  than  the  other.     Bacon  however  does 
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not  appear  to  have  understood  this;  and  consequently^  after 
saying  that  the  hour  of  high  water  becomes  later  and  later 
£rom  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  to  the  coast  of  Normandy,  pro- 
ceeds thus: — ^'Hucusque  ordinatim;  ad  Chravelingam  vero, 
verso  prorsus  ordine,  idque  magno  saltu,  quasi  ad  eandem 
horam  cum  ostio  freti  HerculeL"  This  notion  of  a  reyersal  of 
the  order  of  the  tides  as  we  proceed  along  the  French  and 
Dutch  coast  is  not  justified  either  by  Sagrus's  statements  or 
by  the  phenomena  to  which  they  relate.^ 

Sagrus  is  probably  the  first  writer  who  remarks  that  the 
time  of  high  water  is  not  always  the  same  as  that  of  sla^k 
water.  **  Et  illud  adnotat  Sagrus,"  says  Patricius,  **  non  minus 
mimm "  (he  has  been  speaking  of  the  coincidence  as  to  the 
time  of  high  water  between  the  Dutch  and  Portuguese  coasts) 
''si  a  Selandi&  quis  ad  caput  Angli®  Dobia  [Dover?]  na- 
viget,  mare  plenum  erit  a  medinoctio  tertift  quidem  hor&. 
Bed  eodem  itinere,  fluxus  aquae  obvius  fiet  per  horas  duas  cum 
dimidift  donee  fiaccescat,  quod  nautte  dicunt  aquam  fieri  stan* 
cam."  Patricius  rightly  compares  this  with  the  phenomenon 
observed  at  Venice,  namely  that  when  the  water  has  already 
sunk  half  a  foot  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  it  is  still  rising 
in  the  harbour  itself. 

Witii  respect  to  theories  of  the  cause  of  tiie  tides,  it  may  be 
observed  that  a  connexion  of  some  kind  or  other  between  the 
tides  and  the  moon  has  at  all  times  been  popularly  recognised. 
But  the  conception  which  was  formed  as  to  the  nature  of  this 
connexion  long  continued  vague  and  indefinite;  and  in  Bacon's 
time  tiiose  who  speculated  on  the  subject  were  disposed  to  reject 
it  altogether.  One  theory,  that  of  Telesius  and  Patricius,  com- 
pares the  sea  to  the  water  in  a  caldron  ;  that  is  to  say  it  rises 
and  tends  to  boil  over  when  its  natural  heat  is  called  forth 
under  the  influence  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  and  then  after 
a  while  subsides.  But  why  should  this  alternate  rise  and  faU 
have  a  definite  period  of  six  hours  ?  Patricius  calmly  answers, 
''  nimirum  quia  omnis  motus  fit  in  tempore,"  and  that  there  is 
no  better  reason  for  asking  the  question  than  for  asking  why 
certain  other  motions  have  periods  of  seven  or  fourteen  days, 
of  nx  months  or  twelve. 

Another  theory,  which  was  propounded  by  Sfondratus,  in  a 

*  I  have  given  Sagrus's  statemetots  'in  exiento  in  a  note  on  the  passage  in  the  text. 
He  lecms  to  have  forgotten  that  NIeuport  is  fkrther  fh>ni  Calais  than  Gravelines. 
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tract  published  in  1690^  and  entitled  Causa  JEstus  Maris,  ex- 
plains the  reciprocating  motion  of  ebb  and  flow  [as  owing]  to 
the  effect  produced  by  the  continent  of  America.  The  water 
tmder  the  influence  of  the  sun  moves  in  accordance  with  the 
motion  of  the  heavens  from  east  to  west.  But  it  is  reflected 
and  made  to  regurgitate  eastward  by  impinging  on  the  coast  of 
Ameiica^  which  was  supposed  to  extend  indefinitely  southward 
(Cape  Horn  was  not  discovered  until  [1615])  and  which  permits 
only  a  portion  of  it  to  pass  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan. 
Between  this  theory ,  of  which  Patricius  speaks  contemptuously 
and  without  mentioning  the  name  of  its  author,  and  that  which 
J.  C.  Scaliger  had  put  forth  in  the  Exercitationes  adversum 
Cardanum,  62.,  there  is  no  essential  difference,  though  Sca- 
liger ascribes  the  general  westward  motion  of  the  ocean  to  its 
sjnmpathy  with  the  moon.  But  in  both  theories  the  change 
of  direction  of  the  motion  is  ascribed  to  tiie  action  of  tiie  coast 
of  America;  and  both  were  doubtiess  suggested  by  the  cur- 
rent which  flows  from  east  to  west  through  the  Straits  of 
Magellan. 

Bacon  himself,  as  we  perceive  from  the  following  tract,  was 
inclined  to  adopt  the  same  view.  He  compares  tiie  Straits  of 
Dover  with  those  of  Magellan,  and  conceives  tiiat  the  German 
Ocean  exhibits  on  a  small  scale  the  same  phenomena  of  a 
stream  tending  in  one  direction,  and  compelled  to  regurgitate 
in  the  opposite  one  by  the  obstacles  which  it  meets  with,  as  the 
great  Atiantic.  This  at  least  appears  to  be  the  import  of  the 
expressions  of  which  he  makes  use.  That  the  period  of  the 
revolution  of  the  waters  round  the  earth  is  greater  than  twenty- 
four  hours,  appeared  to  Bacon  to  be  in  entire  accordance  with 
the  retardation  of  the  diurnal  motion  of  the  planets.  All  the 
inferior  orbs  lag  behind  the  starry  heaven,  and  that  of  the  moon 
most  of  all ;  wherefore  the  moon's  diurnal  period  is  more  nearly 
the  same  as  that  of  the  waters  than  any  other. 

In  these  views  there  is  an  absolute  confusion  between  the 
bodily  motion  of  water  as  in  a  current,  and  the  propagation 
of  an  undulation ;  a  confusion  not  unnatural,  seeing  that  to 
conceive  the  motion  of  an  undulation  apart  from  that  of  the 
matter  of  which  it  is  composed  is  by  no  means  easy.  Scaliger 
however  might  have  learned  from  Cardan,  notwithstanding 
the  arrogance  with  which  he  treats  him,  to  distinguish  between 
them.     For  Cardan,  after  saying  that  high  water  follows  the 
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moon,  inquires  why  the  motion  of  the  flood  current  is  bo  much 
dower  than  the  moon's.  He  answers :  '*  Causa  est,  quod  non 
tota  aqua,  nee  una  pars  lunam  sequitur^  sed  proximsa  in 
prozimas  transferuntur,  velut  si  quis  camem  comprimens  tu- 
morem  elevet,  oaro  quidem  parum  k>co  movebitur,  cekrrimd 
tamen  tumor  per  totum  cms  traBsferetur.*^^ 

It  became  necessary,  when  the  flood  current  was  confounded 
wiih  the  motion  of  the  tide  wave,  to  assign  a  cause  for  the  reci- 
procating motion  of  ebb  and  flow ;  and  this  cause  was  sought 
for  in  tibe  configuration  of  land  and  sea. 

It  seenis  as  if  Aristotle,  if  he  had  developed  any  theory  of 
the  tides,  would  have  had  recourse  to  some  sonilar  explana- 
tioiL  Thus  Strabo  says,  (I  quote  from  Xylander's  translation,) 
^  Jam  Aristotelem  Posidonius  ait  aestumn  marinorum  qui  fiunt 
in  Hiqpanift  causas  non  recte  ascribere  litori  et  Mauritania^  "  (by 
litori  is  probably  meant  the  coast  of  Spain  itself),  ^'  dicentem 
mare  ideo  reciprocare,  quia  extrema  t^rarum  eublimia  sint  et 
aspera,  quis  et  fluctum  duriter  excipiant  et  in  Hispaniam  re- 
percutiant,  cum  pleraque  Utora  sint  humilia  et  arense  tumulis 
constent."  ^  With  this  passage  is  to  be  compared  what  Aristotle 
•ays  in  the  commencement  of  the  second  book  of  the  Meteor o- 
bfficMf  from  which  it  appears  to  have  been  his  opinion  that 
the  seas  within  the  Pillars  (^  Hercules  flow  continually  out- 
wards in  consequence  of  differences  of  level,  and  that  where  the 
sea  is  girt  in  by  straits  its  motion  becmnes  visible  in  the  form 
of  a  reciprocating  libration :  5«d  to  TdKiwT8U8<r0cu  Sevpo  leoKeias, 
This  obscure  expression  is  taken  to  relate  to  the  tides,  and 
pcobably  does  so.  It  suggested  to  C»salpinus  fais  theory  of 
ikeir  cause.  At  least  he  quotes  it,  and  dilates  on  its  meaning ; 
and  when  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  sea  is  conceived  of  as  a 
fibtation,  it  is  easily  inferred  that  this  libration  ought  to  be 
ascribed  not  directiy  to  the  fluid  itself  but  to  tiiat  on  which 
it  rests.  And  this  notion  of  the  libration  of  the  earth  con- 
nected itself  with  his  views  of  astronomy.  For  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  the  necessity  of  supposing  the  existence  of  a  ninth 
and  tenth  heaven, — the  former  to  explain  the  precession  of 
the  equinoxes,  and  tiie  latter  the  imaginary  phenomenon  of 

1  De  Subtilit.  tl.  p.  408. 

*  Stnbo,  ai.  p.  153.  It  is  worth  remarking  that  this  passage  is  quoted  by  Ideler 
in  bb  edition  of  the  Bikieonloffics,  1.  p.  501. » in  a  way  which  makes  It  quite  unintelli- 
gible, some  words  having  been  accidentally  omitted. 
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their  trepidatioii, — he  ascribed  the  motion  by  which  these  phe-^ 
nomena  are  produced  to  the  earth  itselE  The  cause  of  this 
motion  he  sought  in  the  action  of  the  ambient  air  on  the  earth's 
surface.  To  explain  trepidation,  the  earth's  motion  was  sup* 
posed  to  be  in  some  measure  libratory  and  irregukr;  and  by 
being  so  it  produced  the  tides.' 

From  the  theory  of  Cssalinnus  we  pass  naturally  to  that 
of  Galileo,  seeing  that  in  both  the  tides  are  explained  by  the 
unequal  motion  of  the  earth.  Galileo's  theory  was  first  pro- 
pounded in  a  letter  to  Cardinal  Qrsino,  dated  1616.  He 
remarks  that  the  libratory  motion  ''che  alcuno  ha  attribuito 
alia  Terra,"  (alluding  of  course  to  Cesalpuius,)  is  in  several 
respects  not  such  as  to  save  the  phenomena,  and  maintains 
that  the  true  cause  is  to  be  sought  in  the  combination  of  the 
earth's  motion  in  its  orbit  with  its  rotation  on  its  own  axis. 
In  consequence  of  this  combination,  the  velocity  of  any  point 
of  the  earth's  surfiM^  varies,  going  through  its'  different  values 
in  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours.  The  waters  of  the  sea,  not 
accommodating  themselves  to  this  varying  velocity,  ebb  and 
flow  at  any  place  as  their  velocity  is  less  or  greater  than  that 
of  their  bed.  The  boldness  of  tiie  assertions  by  which  Gbdileo 
supports  this  theory  is  remarkable :  thus  he  aflbms  that  the 
ebb  and  flow  is  always  firom  west  to  east,  and  vice  versft ;  and 
that  the  notion  that,  speaking  generally,  the  interval  between 
high  water  and  low  is  six  hours  **  ^  stata  un'  ingannevole 
opinione  la  quale  ha  poi  fiitto  favoleggiare  gli  scrittori  con 
molte  vane  fantasie."  No  refutation  of  a  theory  which  alto- 
gether misrepresents  the  facts  which  it  proposes  to  explain 
could  ever  have  been  needed;  but  the  advance  of  mechanical 
science  has  long. since  made  it  easy  to  show  that  no  recipro- 
cating motion  of  the  waters  of  the  sea  could  be  produced  in  the 
manner  described  by  Galileo. 

Bacon  does  not  mention  Galileo^s  theory  in  the  present 
tract,  which  was  therefore  probably  written  before  or  not 
long  after  1616.  But  in  the  Novum  Organum  [il.  46.]  it  is 
mentioned  and  condemned ;  one  ground  of  censure  being  that 
it  proceeds  on  the  untenable  hypothesis  of  the  earth's  motion, 
and  the  other  that  the  phenomena  are  misrepresented. 

Bacon,  both  in  this  tract   and    in   the  Novum   Organum, 

'  QiUBStiones  Feripat  Ui.  4.  and  5. 
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ascribes  the  tides  in  the  Athmtic  to  a  derivatiye  motion  of  the 
waters^  caused  by  the  obstacles  which  the  form  of  the  con- 
tinents of  the  old  and  new  worlds  oppose  to  its  general 
westerly  movement.  It  is  thus  that  he  meets  the  objection 
which  would  arise  from  the  circumstance  that  there  is  high 
water  at  the  same  time  on  corresponding  points  of  the  shores 
of  Europe  and  America.  This  notion  of  a  derivative  tide  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  the  detailed  explanation  of  the  phe- 
nomena^  and  I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  had  previously 
suggested  it,  at  least  in  the  distinct  form  in  which  Bacon  puts 
it.  He  admits  that,  if  the  tides  of  the  Pacific  synchronise  with 
those  of  the  Atlantic,  his  theory  that  the  tides  depend  on  a 
progressive  motion  of  the  ocean  must  be  given  [up].  If  it  be 
high  water  on  the  shores  of  Peru  and  China  at  the  same  hours 
as  on  those  of  Florida  and  Europe,  there  are  no  shores  left  on 
which  there  can  then  be  low  water.  For  the  important  obser- 
vation that  the  hours  of  high  water  correspond,  speaking 
roughly,  on  the  European  and  American  coasts.  Bacon  quotes 
in  the  De  Fluxu  et  Refitixu  Maris  no  authority ;  but  in  the 
Novum  Organum  he  ascribes  it  to  Acosta  and  others.  But  it 
is  very  remarkable  that  Acosta  does  not  say  what  Bacon  makes 
him  say,  namely  that  the  times  of  high  water  are  tiie  same 
on  the  coast  of  Florida  and  that  of  Europe,  and  that  he  does 
say  what  Bacon  admits  would  be  fatal  to  his  theory,  namely 
that  there  is  high  water  at  the  same  time  in  the  Atiantic  and 
Pacific  oceans.  In  his  Natural  History  of  the  Indies^  iiL  14., 
he  speaks  of  the  tides,  and  of  the  two  theories  by  which  they 
had  been  explained.  There  are  some,  he  says,  who  affirm 
that  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  sea  resembles  a  caldron  of  water 
moved  to  and  fro,  the  water  rising  on  one  side  when  it  falls 
on  the  other,  and  reciprocally ;  while  others  liken  it  to  the 
boiling  over  of  a  pot,  which  rises  and  falls  on  all  sides  at 
once.  The  second  view  is  in  his  judgment  tiie  true  one.  He 
says  that  he  had  inquired  from  a  certain  pilot,  Hernandez 
LameroS  who  had  sailed  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan 
about  the  year  1579,  how  he  had  found  the  tides  tiiere,  and 
particularly  if  tiie  tide  of  tiie  South  Sea  or  Pacific  flowed  when 
that  of  the  Nortii  Sea  or  Atlantic  ebbed,  and  vice  versfi. 
Lamero  made  answer  that  it  was  not  so,  that  botii  tides  ebb 

>  See  Acosta,  til.  11. 
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and  flow  together^  and  that  they  meet  about  eeventy  lei^es 
from  the  Atlantic  and  thirty  from  the  South  Sea.  "^th  this 
statement  Acosta  is  altogether  satisfied ;  and  so  far  from  trying 
to  compare  the  time  of  high  water  on  the  opposite  shores  of 
the  Atlantic,  he  remarks  that  but  for  the  Straits  of  Magellan 
it  would  be  impossible  to  determine  experimentally  which  of 
the  two  theories  he  has  mentioned  is  the  true  one;  as  only 
angels  could  make  observations  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean 
at  once,  the  eyes  of  men  not  reaching  far  enough  to  do  so, 
and  the  distance  being  too  great  to  be  crossed  by  man  in  the 
time  of  a  single  tide. 


47 
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CoNT£MPLATio  de  causis  fluxus  et  reilaxns  maris^  ab  antiquis 
tentata  et  deinde  omissa,  junioribuB  repetita^  et  tamen  yarietate 
opinioniim  magis  labefactata  quam  discussa,  vulgo  levi  conje- 
ctnra  refertur  ad  lunam^  ob  consensum  nonnuUnm  motus  ejus- 
dem  cum  motu  lunae.    Attamen  diligentius  perscrutanti  vestigia 
qusedam  veritatis  se  ostendunt^  quae  ad  certiora  deducere  possint. 
Itaque    ne  confusius  agatur,  primo  distinguendi  sunt  motus 
maris,  qui  licet  satis  inconsiderate  multiplicentur  a  nonnullis, 
inveniuntur  revera  tantum  quinque;  quorum  unus  tanquam 
anomalus  est^  reliqui  constantes.     Primus  ponatur  motus  ille 
yagus  et  varius  (quos  appellant)  currentium.    Secundus  motus 
magnus  oceani  sexhorarius,  per  quem  aqu»  ad  Uttora  accedunt 
'  et  recedunt  alternatim  bis  in  die,  non  ezacte,  sed  cum  differentia 
tali  qu8B  periodnm  constituat  menstruam.     Tertius  motus  ipse 
menstruus^  qui  nil  aliud  est  quam  restitutio  motus  (ejus  quem 
diximus)  diumi  ad  eadem  tempera.     Quartus  motus  semimen- 
struus,  per  quem  fluxus  habent  incrementa  in  noviluniis  et 
pleniluniis,  magis  quam  in  dimidiis.     Quintus  motus  semestris, 
per  quem  fluxus  habent  incrementa  auctiora  et  inoignia  in 
aequinoctiis.     Atque  de  secundo  illo  motu  magno  oceani  sex- 
horario  sive  diumo,  nobis  in  praBsentia  sermo  est  prascipue  et 
ex  intentione ;  de  reliquis  solummodo  in  transitu,  et  quatenus 
faeiant  ad  hujusce  motus  explicationem.    Primo  igitur,  quod  ad 
motum  currentium  attinet,  dubimn  non  est  quin  pro  eo  ac  aquae 
vel  ab  angustiis  premuntur,  vel  a  liberis  spatiis  laxantur,  vel  in 
magis  decliyia  festinant  ac  veluti  effunduntur,  vel  in  eminen- 
tiora  incurrunt  ac  inscendunt,  vel  fundo  labuntur  aequabili,  vel 
fundi  sulcis  et  inaequahtatibus  perturbantur,  vel  in  alios  cur- 
rentes  incidunt  atque  cum  illis  se  miscent  et  compatiuntur,  vel 
etiam  a  ventis  agitantur,  praesertim  anniversariis  sive  statariis, 
qui  sub  anni  certas  tempestates  redeunt,  aquas  ex  his  et  simili- 
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bus  canns  impetus  et  gmgites  soos  Tariare,  tain  oonsecatione 
ipeius  motus  atque  latione  qaam  yelocitate  sWe  mensura  motus, 
atque  inde  constitaere  eos  qaos  vocant  currentes,      Itaque  In 
manbiu,  turn  profiinditas  foeoB  siTe  canalis  atque  interpositiB 
Yoragines  et  ropes  sabmariiuey  tnm  curvitates  littonun^  et  ter- 
ramm  prominenlaA^  siniis,  fiuices^  insuLe  multis  modis  locatse^ 
et  amilia,  plmima  possnnt,  atque  agunt  prorsus  aquas  earum- 
que  meatus  et  gurgites  in  omnes  partes,  et  versus  orientem  et 
Tersos  oocidentem,  austrum  versus  similiter  et  septentriones, 
atque  quaquaversumj  prout  obices  illi  ant  spatia  libera  et  de- 
divia  dta  sint  et  invicem  confignrentur.     Segregetur  igitur 
motus  iste  aquarum  particularis  et  quasi  fortuitus,  ne  forte  ille 
in  inquisitione  quam  prosequimur  obturbet.     Neminem  enim 
par  est  constituere  et  fundare  abn^ationem  eorum  quas  mox 
dicentur  de  motibus  oceani  naturalibus  et  catholicis,  opponendo 
motum  istum  currentium,  veluti  cum  thesibus  illis  minime  con- 
▼enienteuL    Sunt  enim  currentes  merse  compresnones  aquarum, 
aut  liberationes  a  compressione :  suntque,  ut  dizimus,  particu- 
lares  et  respectivi,  prout  locantur  aqus  et  terras,  aut  etiam 
incumbunt  venti.    Atque  hoc  quod  diximus  eo  magis  memoria 
tenendum  est  atque  diligenter  advertendum,  quia  motus  ille 
universalis  oceani,  de  quo  nunc  agitur,  adeo  mitb  est  et  mollis, 
ut  a  compukionibus  currentium  omnino  dometur  et  in  ordinem 
redigatur,  cedatque,  et  ad  eorum  violentiam  agatur  et  regatur. 
Id  autem  ita  se  habere  ex  eo  perspicuum  est  vel  maxime,  quod 
motus  simplex  fluxus  et  refluxus  maris  in  pelagi  medio,  pne- 
sertim  per  maria  lata  et  exporrecta,  non  sentiatur,  sed  ad  littora 
tantunu     Itaque  nihil  mirum  si  sub  currentibus  (utpote  viribus 
inferior)  lateat  et  quasi  destruatur,  nisi  quod  ille  ipse  motus, 
ubi  currentes  secundi  fuerint,  eorum  impetum  nonnihil  juvet 
atque  incitet;   contra  ubi   adversi,  modicum  frenet.     Misso 
igitur  motu  currentium,  pergendum  est  ad  motus  illos  quatuor 
cpnstantes,   sexhorarium,  menstruum,  semimerutruum,  et  seme^ 
strem;  quorum  solus  sexhorarius  videtur  fluxus  maris  agere  et 
ciere,  menstruus  vero  videtur  tantummodo  motum  ilium  deter- 
minare  et  restituere,  semimenstruus  autem  et  semestris  eundem 
augere  et  intendere.     Etenim  fluxus  et  refluxus  aquarum  qui 
littora  maris  ad  certa  spatia  inundat  et  destituit,  et  horis  variis 
variat  et  vi  ac  copia  aquarum,  unde  reliqui  illi  tres  motus  se 
dant  conspiciendos.     Itaque  de  illo  ipso  motu  fluxus  et  refluxus 
sigillatim  ac  proprie  (ut  instituimus)  videndum.     Atque  primo 
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yiad  dan  prorsus  necesse  est :  motum  hunc  de  quo  inquirimus 
unum  ex  duobus  istis  esse^  vel  motum  sublationis  et  demissionis 
Hquorum^  vel  motum  progressus.  Motum  autem  sublationis  et 
demissioiuB  talem  esse  intelligimus^  quails  inyenitur  in  aqua  bul- 
Kenti,  quae  in  cdldario  attollitur  et  rursum  residet.  At  motum 
progressus  talem,  quails  invenltur  In  aqua  vecta  in  pelvi,  qu» 
unum  latus  deserlt,  cum  ad  latus  oppositum  advolvltur.  Quod 
vero  motus  Iste  neutiquam  sit  prlmi  generis,  occumt  Ulud  in- 
primls,  quod  In  diversis  mundi  partlbus  yariant  »stus  secundum 
tempera;  ut  fiant  In  aliqulbus  locis  fluxus  et  augmenta  aquarum, 
cum  alibi  sint  ad  eas  horas  refluxus  et  decrementa.  Debuerant 
autem  aqu»,  si  illsB  non  progrederentur  de  loco  in  locum  sed 
ex  profundo  ebullirent,  ublque^  simul  se  attollere,  atque  rursu 
simul  se  recipere.  Yidemus  enim  duos  lllos  alios  motus,  seme- 
strem  et  semimenstruum,  per  unlversum  orbem  terrarum  simul 
perfungi  atque  operarL  Fluxus  enim  sub  aequinoctils  ublque 
augentur;  non  in  aliis  partibus  sub  sequlnoctils,  in  aliis  sub 
tropicls ;  atque  simills  est  ratio  motus  semimenstrui.  Ubique 
enim  terrarum  invalescunt  aqu»  In  noyiluniis,  nullibl  in  dlmi- 
diis.  Itaque  vldentur  reyera  aquaB  in  duobus  illis  motibus 
plane  attolU  et  demltti,  et  yeluti  pati  apogaeum  et  perig»um, 
quemadmodum  coelestla.  Atque  In  fluxu  et  refluxu  maris,  de 
quo  sermo  est,  contra  fit :  quod  motus  in  progressu  certissimum 
signum  est.  Prasterea  si  fluxus  aquarum  ponatur  esse  sublatio, 
attendendum  paulo  dillgentius  quomodo  ista  suUatlo  fieri  pos- 
sit.  Aut  enim  fiet  tumor  ab  aucto  quanto  aquarum,  aut  ab 
extensione  slye  rarefactlone  aquarum  in  eodem  quanto,  aut  per 
sublatlonem  simpllcem  In  eodem  quanto  atque  eodem  corpore. 
Atque  tertium  lllud  prorsus  abjiclendum.  Si  enim  aqua, 
quails  est,  attoUatur,  ex  hoc  reUnquatur  necessario  inane  inter 
terram  atque  una  aquae,  cum  non  sit  corpus  quod  succedat 
Quod  si  sit  noya  moles  aqua9,  necesse  est  earn  emanare  atque 
scatnrire  e  terra.  Sin  yero  sit  extensio  tantum,  id  fiet  yel  per 
solutlonem  in  magis  rarum,  yel  appetitum  appropinquandi 
ad  allud  corpus  quod  aquas  yeluti  eyocet  et  attrahat  et  in 
subllmlus  tollat.  Atque  certe  ista  aquarum  siye  ebulUtlo, 
siye  rarefaclio,  siye  conspiratio  cum  alio  quopiam  corpore  ex 
superioribus,  non  Incredlbilis  yideri  possit  in  medlocri  quanti- 
tate,  atque  adhibito  etiam  bono  temporis  spatio,  in  quo  hujus- 
modi  tumores  siye  augmenta  se  colligere  et  cumulare  possint. 

*  ibique  in  the  original.  —  /.  S. 
TOL.  III.  E 


50  DE  FI.UXU  ET  REFLUXU  MAtllS. 

Itaqne  exceseiui  ille  aqaarum  qoi  inter  ssstum  ordinariani 
atque  a9Stam  ilium  largiorem  flemimeBStniiim  aut  etiam  ilium 
alteram  profusiasimum  semestrem  notari  possit,  cum  nee  mole 
excessus  inter  fluxum  et  refluxum  sequiparetur  atque  habeat 
etiam  bene  magnum  interyallum  temporis  ad  incrementa  ilia 
sensim  facienda,  nihil  habeat  alienum  a  ratione.  Ut  vero 
tanta  erumpat  moles  aquarum,  qvat  excessum  ilium  qui  inve- 
nitur  inter  ipsum  fluxum  et  refluxum  salvet ;  atque  hoc  fiat 
tanta  celeritate,  yidelicet  bis  in  die,  ac  si  terra,  secundum  vani- 
tatem  illam  ApoUonii  ^  respiraret,  atque  aquas  per  singnlas  sex 
horas  efflaret,  ac  deinde  absorberet;  incommodum  maximum. 
Neque  moveatur  quispiam  levi  experimented  quod  putei  non- 
nulU  in  aliquibus  locis  memorentnr  consensum  habere  cum 
fluxu  et  refluxu  maris ;  unde  suspicari  quis  possit,  aquas  in 
cavil  terra  condusas  similiter  ebuUire ;  in  quo  casu  tumor  ille 
ad  motum  progressivum.  aquarum  referri  commode  non  possit 
Facilis  enim  est  responsio,  posse  fluxum  maris  accessione  sua 
multa  loca  cava  ac  laxa  terns  obturare  atque  opplere,  atque 
aquas  subterraneas  Tertcre,  etiam  aerem  condusum  reverberare, 
qui  serie  continuata  hujusmodi  puteorum  aquas  trudendo  at- 
tbllere  possit  Itaque  hoc  in  omnibus  puteis  minime  fit,  nee 
in  multis  adeo ;  quod  fieri  debuit,  si  universa  massa  aquarum 
naturam  haberet  ebuUientem  per  vices,  et  cum  8Bstu  maris  con- 
senaionem.  Sed  contra  raro  admodum  fit,  ut  instar  miraculi 
fere  habeatur ;  quia  scilicet  hujusmodi  laxamenta  et  spiracula 
quae  a  puteis  ad  mare  pertingunt  absque  obtnratione  aut  impe- 
dimento  raro  admodum  inveniantur.  Neque  abs  re  est  memo- 
rare  quod  referunt  nonnulli,  in  fodinis  profundis,  non  procul  a 
man  sitis,  aerem  incrassari  et  suffbcationem  minari  ad  tempera 
fluxus  maris ;  ex  quo  manifestnm  videri  possit  non  aquas  ebul- 
lire  (nulliB  cum  cemuntur),  sed  aerem  retrovertl  At  certe 
aliud  urget  experimentum  non  contemnendum,  sed  magni  pon- 
deris,  cui  responsio  omnino  debetur ;  hoc  est,  quod  diligenter 
observatum  sit,  idque  non  fortuito  notatum  sed  de  industria 
inquisitum  atque  repertum,  aquas  ad  littora  adversa  Europas  et 
Floridss  iisdem  horis  ab  utroque  littore  refluere,  neque  deserere 
littus  Earop»  cum  advolvantur  ad  littora  FIorid»,  more  aquse 
(ut  supra  diximus)  agitatse  in  pelvi,  sed  plane  simul  ad  ntrum- 
que  littus  attolli  et  demitti.'     Yerum  hujus  objectionis  solutio 

*  FhllocYit  Apoll  Tyan.     [See  Sylva  Sylvarum,  Vol.  H.  p.  640.  — J.5.] 

*  See  the  note  on  Nov.  Org.  it.  36.,  where  Acosta*s  name  is  mentioned  in  con- 
nexion with  this  stalemcnt.      ("See  also  the  preface  ;  supra  p.  45.] 
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perspicae  apparebit  in  iis  quaB  mox  dicentur  de  cursu  et  pro« 
greeeu  oceani.  Snmma  autem  rei  talis  est,  quod  aqu»  a  mari 
Indico  profeciffi^  et  ab  objectu  terrarum  veteris  et  novi  orbis 
impeditaB^  truduntur  per  mare  Atlanticum  ab  Austro  in  Bo- 
ream  ;  ut  non  mirum  sit  eas  ad  utrumque  littos  simul  ex  ssquo 
appellere,  ut  aqusB  solent  qu»  contruduntur  a  mari  in  ostia  et 
canales  fluminum,  in  quibus  evidentissimum  est  motum  maris 
esse  progreasiYum  quatenus  ad  flnmina^  et  tamen  littora  adversa 
simul  inundare.  Yerum  id  pro  more  nostro  ingenue  fatemur^ 
idque  homines  attendere  et  meminisse  yolumus :  si  per  ezperi- 
entiam  inveniatur  fluxus  maris  iisdem  temporibus  ad  littora 
PeruvisB  atque  Cbinse  affluere  quibus  fluunt  ad  littora  prsefata 
EuropsB  et  Florid®,  opinionem  banc  nostram,  quod  fluxus  et 
refloxus  maria  sit  motus  progressivus,  abjudicandam  esse.  Si 
enim  per  littora  adversa  tam  maris  Australia  quam  maris 
Atlantici  fiat  fluxus  ad  eadem  tempora,  non  relinquuntur  in 
universo  aUa  littora  per  qusa  refluxus  ad  eadem  ilia  tempera 
etJisEaciat.  Yerum  de  hoc  judicio  fiu^iendo  per  experientiam 
(eui  cauaam  submisimus)  loquimur  tanquam  securL  Existi- 
mamua  enim  plane,  si  summa  hujus  rei  per  universum  terrarum 
orbem  nobis  cognita  foret,  satis  sequis  conditionibus  istud  fcedus 
transigi,  nempe  ut  ad  horam  aliquam  certam  fiat  refluxus  in 
aliquibuB  partibus  orbis,  quantum  fiat  fluxus  in  aliis.  Quam- 
obrem  ex  iis  qusB  diximua,  statuatur  tandem  motus  iate  fluxus 
et  r^uxna  ease  progreasiTua 

Sequitur  jam  inquisitio  ex  qua  causa,  et  per  quern  consensum 
rerum,  oriatur  atque  exhibeatur  iste  motus  Jluxus  et  refluxus, 
Onmea  enim  majorea  motua  (d  aunt  iidem  regularea  et  con- 
atantea)  aolitarii  aut  (ut  aatronomorum  vocabulo  utamur) 
ferini '  non  aunt,  aed  habent  in  rerum  natura  cum  quibua  con- 
aentiant.  Itaque  motua  illi,  tam  aemimenfltruua  incrementi 
quam  menatruus  reatitutionia,  convenire  videntur  cum  motu 
lunas.  Semimenatruua  vero  ille  aive  lequinoctialia  cum  motu 
solia*  Etiam  aublationea  et  demiaaionea  aquarum  cum  apogadia 
et  perigsria  coeleatfaim*  Neque  tamen  continuo  sequetur  (idque 
hominea  advertere  Tdumua),  que  periodis  et  curriculo  temporis 
aut  etiam  modo  lationia  conveniunt,  ea  natura  esse  subordinata, 
atque  alteram  alteri  pro  causa  ease.  Nam  non  eo  usque  pro- 
gredimur,  ut  afiirmemus  motus  lun®  aut  solis  pro  causis  poni 

»  See  Vol.  I.  p.  269.  note  3.  —  J.  S, 
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motuum  inferionim  qui  ad  illos  sunt  analogic  aut  solem  et 
luiiam  (ut  vulgo  loquuntur)  dominium  habere  super  illos  motns 
maris,  (licet  hujusmodi  cogitationes  facile  mentibus  hominum 
illabantur  ob  venerationem  coelestium);  sed  et  in  illo  ipso 
motu  semimenstruo  (si  recte  advertatur)  mirum  et  novum 
prorsus  fuerit  obsequii  genus,  ut  sestus  sub  noviluniis  et  pleni- 
luniifl  eadem  patiantur,  cum  luna  patiatur  contraria ;  et  multa 
alia  adduci  possint  quae  hujusmodi  dominationum  phantasias 
destruant,  et  eo  potius  rem  deducant,  ut  ex  materiae  passionibus 
catholicis  et  primis  rerum  coagmentationibus  consensus  illi 
oriantur,  non  quasi  alterum  ab  altero  regatur,  sed  quod  ntrum- 
que  ab  iisdem  originibus  et  concausis  emanet.  Yeruntamen 
(utcunque)  manet  illud  quod  dizimus,  naturam  consensu  gau- 
dere,  nee  fere  aliquid  monodicum^  aut  solitarium  admittere. 
Itaque  videndum  de  motu  fluxus  et  refluxus  maris  sexhorario, 
cum  quibus  aliis  motibus  ille  convenire  aut  consentire  reperi- 
atur.  Atque  inquirendum  prime  de  luna,  quomodo  iste  motus 
cum  luna  rationes  aut  naturam  misceat.  Id  vero  fieri  onmino 
non  videmus,  prssterquam  in  restitutione  menstrua:  nullo 
modo  enim  congruit  curriculum  sexhorarium  (id  quod  nunc 
inquiritur)  cum  curriculo  menstruo ;  neque  rursus  fluxus  ma- 
ris passiones  luns  quascumque  sequi  deprehenduntur.  Sive 
enim  luna  sit  aucta  lumine  sive  diminuta,  sive  ilia  sit  sub 
terra  sive  super  terram,  sive  ilia  elevetur  super  horizontem 
altius  aut  depressius,  sive  ilia  ponatur  in  meridiano  aut  alibi, 
in  nulla  prorsus  harum  consentiunt  fluxus  atque  refluxus. 

Itaque,  missa  Itma,  de  aliis  consensibus  inquiramus.  Atque 
ex  omnibus  motibus  coelestibus  constat,  motum  diumum  maxi- 
me  curtum  esse,  et  minimo  temporis  intervallo  (spatao  videlicet 
viginti  quatuor  horarum)  conflci.  Itaque  consentaneiun  est, 
motum  istum  de  quo  inquirimus  (qui  adhuc  tribus  partibus 
diumo  brevier  est)  proxime  ad  eum  motum  referri  qui  est  ex 
coelestibus  brevissimus ;  sed  hoc  rem  minus  premit.  lUud  vero 
longe  magis  nos  movet,  quod  ita  sit  iste  motus  dispertitus  ut 
ad  diumi  motus  rationes  respondeat;  ut  licet  motus  aqua- 
rum  sit  motu  diumo  quasi  innumeris  partibus  tardier,  tamen 
sit  commensurabilis.  Etenim  spatium  sexhorarium  est  diumi 
motus  quadrans,  quod  spatium  (ut  diximus)  in  motu  isto  ma- 
ris invenitur  cum  ea  difierentia  quas  coincidat  in  mensuram 

'  mfmadicum.    See  VoL  L  p.  165.  note  3.  —  J,S, 
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motus  lunse.  Itaque  hoc  nobis  penitus  insedit  ac  fere  instar 
oraculi  est^  motum  istum  ex  eodem  genere  esse  cum  motu 
diumo.  Hoc  igitur  usi  fundamento  pergemus  inquirere  reli- 
qua;  atque  rem  omnem  triplici  inquisitione  absolvi  posse 
statuimus.  Quarum  prima  est,  an  motns  ille  diumus  terminis 
cceli  contineatur,  aut  delabatur  et  se  insinuet  ad  inferiora? 
r  Seconda  est,  an  maria  regularitev  ferantur  ab  oriente  in  occi- 
dentem,  quemadmodum  et  coelum  ?  Tertia,  unde  et  quomodo 
fiat  reciprocatio  ilia  sexhoraria  aBstuum,  qu»  incidit  in  qua- 
drantem  motus  diumi,  cmn  differentia  incidente  in  rationes 
motus  lunas?  Itaque  quod  ad  primam  inquisitionem  attinet; 
arbitramur  motum  rotationis  sive  conversionis  ab  oriente  in 
occidentem  esse  motum  non  proprie  coelestem,  sed  plane  cosmi- 
cum,  atque  motum  in  fluoribus  magnis  primarium,  qui  usque 
a  summo  ccelo  ad  imas  aquas  inveniatur,  inclinatione  eadem, 
incitatione  autem  (id  est,  velocitate  et  tarditate)  longe  diversa ; 
ita  tamen  ut  ordine  minime  perturbato  minuatur  celeritate 
quo  propius  corpora  accedunt  ad  globum  terrse.  Yidetur 
autem  primo  probabile  argumentum  sumi  posse,  quod  motus 
iste  non  terminetur  cum  ccelo,  quia  per  tantam  coeli  profundi- 
tatem,  quanta  interjicitur  inter  coelum  stellatum  et  lunam' 
(quod  spatium  multo  amplius  est  quam  a  luna  ad  terram), 
▼aleat  atque  vigeat  iste  motus,  cum  debitis  decrementis  suis ; 
ut  verisimile  non  sit  naturam  istiusmodi  consensum,  per  tanta 
spatia  continuatum  et  gradatim  se  remittentem,  subito  depo- 
nere.  Quod  autem  res  ita  se  babeat  in  ccelestibus,  evincitur 
ex  duobus,  quae  aliter  sequentur,  incommodis.  Cum  enim 
manifestum  sit  ad  sensum  planetas  diumum  motum  peragere, 
nisi  ponatur  motus  iste  tanquam  naturalis  ac  proprius  in  pla- 
netis  omnibus,  confugiendum  necessario  est  vel  ad  raptum 
primi  mobilis,  quod  naturae  prorsus  adversatur,  aut  ad  rotatio- 
nem  terras,  qaod  etiam  satis  licenter  excogitatum  est,  quoad 
rationes  phjsicas.  Itaque  in  ccelo  ita  se  res  habet.  Postquam 
autem  a  coelo  discessum  est,  cemitur  porro  iste  motus  eviden- 
tissime  in  cometis  humilioribus,  qui,  cimi  inferiores  orbe  lunae 
sint,  tamen  ab  oriente  in  occidentem  evidenter  rotant.  Licet 
enim  habeant  motus  sues  solitaries  et  irregulares,  tamen  in 
illis  ipsis  conficiendis  interim  communicant  ^  cum  motu  aetheris 
et  ad  eandem  conversionem  feruntur ;  tropicis  vero  non  con- 

■  [eammunicandit  in  the  oiiglnaL]      M.  Booillefs  reading  is  communicani,  which 
U  ttottbOeis  right 
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tinentur  fere,  nee  habent  regulares  spiras,  eed  excurrunt  quaa* 
deque  yersus  polos.  Bed  nihilominuB  in  oonsecutione  ab  oriente 
in  occidentem  rotant.    Atque  hujuomodi  motus  iste  licet  magna 
acceperit  decrementa  (cum   quo  propiuB  descendatur   versus 
terram,  eo  et  minoribus  circulis  oonversio  fiat,  et  nihilominas 
tardius),  validus  iamen  utique  manet,  ut  magna  epatia  brevi 
tempore  vincere  queat*      Circumvolvuntur  enim    hujusmodi 
comete  circa  uniyersum  ambitum  et  terras  et  aeris  inferioris 
spatio  yiginti  quatuor  horarum,  cum  hor»  unius  aut  alterius 
excessu.     At  postquam  ad  eas  regiones  descensu  continuato 
peryentum  sit,  in  quas  terra  agit  non  solum  conununicatione 
natune  et  yirtutis  susd  (qua9  motum  cirpularem  reprimit  et 
sedat),  sed  etiam  immissione  materiali  particularum  substantiue 
su»  per  yapores  et  halitus  crassos,  iste  motus  immensum  hebe- 
scit,  et  fere  corruit,  sed  non  propterea  prorsus  exinanitur  aut 
cessat,  sed  manet  languidus  et  tanquam  latens.     Etenim  jam 
in  confesso  esse  coepit,  nayigantibus  intra  tropicos,  ubi  libero 
sequore  motus  aeris  percipitur  optime,  et  aer  ipse  (veluti  et 
coelum)  majoribus  circulis  ideoque  yelocius  rotat,  spirare  au- 
ram  perpetuam  et  jugem  ab  oriente  in  occidentem ;  adeo  ut 
qui  Zephyro  uti  yolunt,  eum  extra  tropicos  saepius  qiuerant  et 
procurent,^     Itaque  non  extinguitur  iste  motus  etiam  in  aere 
infimo,  sed  piger  jam  deyenit  et  obscurus,  ut  extra  tropicos  yix 
sentiatur.     Et  tamen  etiam  extra  tropicos  in  nostra  !Europa  in 
mari,  coelo  sereno  et  tranquiUo,  obseryatur  aura  qusdam  solise- 
qua,  quas  ex  eodem  genere  est ;  etiam  suspicari  licet,  quod  hie  in 
Europa  experimxur,  ubi  flatus  Euri  aeris  est  et  desiccans,  ctun 
contra  Zephyri  sit  genialis  ^  et  humectans,  non  solum  ex  hoc 
pendere,  quod  ille  a  continente,  iste  ab  oceano  apud  nos  spiret ; 
sed  etiam  ex  eo,  quod  Euri  flatus,  cum  sit  in  eadem  consequentia 
cum  motu  aeris  proprio,  eum  motum  incitet  et  irritet,  ac  pro- 
pterea aerem  dissipet  et  rarefadat :  Zephyri  yero  flatus,  qui  in 
contraria  consequentia  sit  cum  motu  aeris,  aerem  in  se  yertat, 
et  propterea  inspisset.     Neque  illud  contemnendum,  quod  yul- 
gari  obseryatione  recipitur,  nubes  qu»   feruntur  in  sublimi 
plerumque  moyere  ab  oriente  in  occidentem,  cum  yenti  circa 
terram  ad  eadem  tempera  flant  in  contrarium.  Quod  si  hoc  non 
semper  faciunt,  id  in  causa  esse,  quod  sint  quandoque  yenti 
contrarii,  alii  in  alto,  alii  in  imo ;  illi  autem  in  alto  spirantes 

1  See  Acoeta,  Hist  des  Indes,  iU.  4. 

'  Ij/eneralis  in  original.]     This  is  obviously  an  error,  the  true  reading  is^wua^. 
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(si  adyersi  ftieriiit)  motam  istnm  verom  aeris  disturbent    Quod 
ei^o  coeli  terminis  non  contineatur  iste  motus,  satid  patet. 

Seqnitor  ordine  secunda  inquisitio ;  An  CLqucs  ferantur  regu^ 
lariier  et  naturaliter  ab  orienie  in  oceidentem  f  Cum  vero  aquas 
dicinms^  intelligimiiB  aquas  coacervatas,  sive  massas  aquanim, 
quBB  scilicet  tante  sunt  portiones  naturso,  ut  consensnm  habere 
poBsinft  cum  fabrica  et  structura  universi.  Atque  arbitramur 
^aae^  eiindem  motum  massed  aquarum  competere  atque  inesse, 
sed  tardiorem  esse  quam  in  aere^  licet  ob  crassitudinem  corporis 
dt  magis  visibilis  et  apparens.  Itaque  ex  multls  qu»  ad  hoc 
adduci  possent,  tribus  in  prassens  content!  erimus  experimentis, 
sed  iisdem  amplis  et  insignibus^  quie  rem  ita  esse  demonstrant 
Primum  est,  quod  manifestus  reperiatur  motus  et  fluxus  aqua- 
rum  ab  oceano  Indico  usque  in  oceanum  Atlanticum,  isque 
ineitatior  et  robustior  versus  firetum  Magellanicum,  ubi  exitus 
datur  yersus  oceidentem;  magnum  itidem  ex  adversa  parte 
orbis  terrarum  a  man  Scythico  in  mare  Britannicum.  Atque 
has  consequentise  aquarum  manifesto  Tolvuntur  ab  oriente  in 
oceidentem.  In  quo  advertendum  inprimis,  in  istis  tantum 
duobus  locis  maria  esse  pervia  et  integrum  circulum  conficere 
posse ;  cum  contra  per  medios  mundi  tractus^  objectu  duplici 
Yeteris  et  Novi  Orbis  abscindantor  et  compeliantur  (tanquam 
in  ostia  flnminum)  in  duos  illos  alveos  oceanorum  geminorum 
Atlantici  et  Australis,  qui  oceani  exporrigimtur  inter  austrum 
et  septentriones ;  quod  adiaphorum  est  ad  motum  consecutionis 
ab  oriente  in  oceidentem.  Ut  verissime  omnino  capiatur  motus 
verus  aquarum  ab  istis  quas  diximus  extremitatibus  orbis^  ubi 
non  impediuntur,  sed  permeant.  Atque  primum  experimentum 
hujusmodi  est.     Secundum  autem  tale. 

Supponatur  fluxum  maris  ad  ostium  freti  Herculei  fieri  ad 
horam  aliquam  certam,  constat  accedere  fluxum  ad  caput  Sancti 
Yincentii  tardius  quam  ad  ostium  illud ;  ad  caput  Finis-teme 
tardius  quam  ad  caput  Sancti  Yincentii;  ad  Insulam  Regis 
tardius  quam  ad  caput  Finis-terne;  ad  insulam  Hechas  tar- 
dius quam  ad  Insulam  Regis ;  ad  ingressum  canalis  Anglici 
tardius  quam  ad  Hechas;  ad  littus  Nomuinnicum  tardius 
quam  ad  ingressum  canalis.  Hucusque  ordinatim  ;  ad  Grave- 
lingam  vero^  yerso  prorsus  ordine  (idque  magno  saltu),  quasi 
ad   eandom  horam  cum  ostio  freti  Herculei.'     Hoc  experi- 

*  Tbese  statements  are  taken  from  MIcolaus  Sagrus,  quoted  by  Fatrlciiu  (^Pan- 
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mentum  secundum  ad  experimentum  primum  trahimus.  Ex- 
istimamus  enim  (quemadmodum  jam  dictum  est),  in  mari 
Indico  et  in  mari  Scythico  veros  esse  cursus  aquarum,  ab 
oriente  scilicet  in  occidentem,  pervios  et  integros ;  at  in  alveis 
maris  Atlantici  atque  Australis  compulses  et  transversos  et 
refractos  ab  objectu  terrarum,  qu»  utrinque  in  longum  ab 
Austro  ad  Boream  exporriguntur,  et  nusquam,  nisi  versus  ex- 
tremitates,  liberum  dant  exitum  aquis.  Yerum  compulsio  ilia 
aquarum,  quse  causatur  a  mari  Indico  versus  Boream,  et  in 
opposite  a  mari  Scythico  versus  Austrum,  spatiis  immensum 
differunt  ob  differentem  vim  et  copias  aquarum.  Universus 
Igitur  oceanus  Atlanticus  usque  ad  mare  Britannicum  cedit 
impulsioni  maris  Indici;  at  superior  tantum  Atlantici  maris 
pars,  nimirum  ea  quae  jacet  versus  Daniam  et  Norvegiam,  cedit 
impulsioni  maris  ScythicL  Hoc  vero  ita  fieri  necesse  est. 
Etenim  due  magnae  insulaB  veteris  orbis  et  novi  orbis  earn 
sunt  sortitaB  figuram,  atque  ita  exporriguntur,  ut  ad  Septen- 
triones  latse,  ad  Austrum  acutaB  sint  Maria  igitur  contra 
ad  Austrum  magna  occupant  spatia,  ad  Septentriones  vero 
(ad  dorsum  Europae  et  Asiae  atque  American)  parva.  Itaque 
ingens  ilia  moles  aquarum  quae  venit  ab  oceano  Indico  et  re- 
flectit  in  mare  Atlanticum,  potis  est  compellere  et  trudere 
cursum  aquarum  continua  successione  quasi  ad  mare  Britanni- 
cum, quas  successio  est  versus  Boream.  At  ilia  longe  minor 
portio  aquarum  quas  venit  a  mari  Scythico,  quaeque  etiam 
liberum  fere  habet  exitum  in  cursu  suo  proprio  versus  occi- 

eotmia,  xxtIU.  p.  159.)»  and  in  Casmann's  Problemata  Marina,  p.  165.  **  In  die  con- 
juDctionis  lun»  cum  sole  port  mediam  noctem  horA  una  cum  dlmidld,  in  fireto  Herculeo 
fluzus  erit,  et  a  Tarlflb  qus  finis  fi^ti  est  ad  dezteram  in  sinum  Yolvendo  usque  ad 
Ruttam  eadem  hor&  veniet  A  Rutta  ad  Caput  S.  Marie  accedet  taora  secunda  cum 
quarto.  A  capite  hoc  ad  Caput  S.  VincenUi,  et  ad  dexteram  flectendo  toto  Lusitano 
littore  ad  caput  finis  terre,  et  inde  ad  orientem  per  totam  Cantabricam  oram,  et  etiam 
Gallicam  usque  ad  regis  insulam  tribus  port  medinoctium  horis  mare  erit  plenum. 
Ab  hac  usque  ad  insulam  Hechas  in  mari  medio  ad  dedmum  fere  milliarluro,  quod 
nauts  Yocant  derotam  mare  erit  plenum  hork  tertiA  cum  tribus  quartis.  Sed  in 
littodbus  hor4  quartA  cum  dlmidi^  Ad  Hebas  [corrige  Ab  Hechis]  usque  ad  In- 
gressum  canalis  Anglid  aqua  plena  hora  quinta  et  quarto  uno  in  derota.  In  littoribus 
hora  sexta  cum  tribus  quartis.  Toto  yero  littore  Normandico  usque  Caletum  et 
Meuportum  aqua  plena  horft  noniL    In  derota  hore  unius  tribus  quartis.    In  Canali 

vero  medli  hodl  duodeclma  in  eadem  lunas  conjunctione. A  Calete  vero  ad 

Gravelingen  extra  canalem  Anglicum  In  deroti  plenum  sit  post  mediam  noctem  una 
hora  cum  dimidia,  qua  plenum  erat,  uti  vidimus  ad  Ruttam,  haec  in  gradu  longitudinis 
est  nono.  Gravellnge  vero  in  gradu  xxiv.  ut  distent  gradibus  xv."  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  identifying  the  places  here  mentioned  (Rutta  being»  of  course*  Rota,  and  the 
insula  Regis  the  Be  de  R6),  except  in  the  case  of  Hechas.  It  is,  however,  the  same 
as  Hey 8,  which  is  the  old  name  of  Noirmoutier.  (See  Ortellius  and  Mevcator.)  The 
island  probably  obtained  the  name  Noirmoutier  from  having  a  monastery  of  black 
friars.     The  old  name  seems  to  be  revived  now  in  the  fbrm  Aix. 
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dentem  ad  dorsum  Americae^  non  potia  est  corsum  aquarum 
compellere  versus  Austrum,  nisi  ad  earn  quam  diximus  metam^ 
nempe  circa  fretum  Britannicunu  Necesse  est  autem  ut  in 
motibus  istis  oppositis  sit  tandem  aliqua  meta^  ubi  occurrant  et 
conflictentuTy  atque  ubi  in  proximo  mutetur  subito  ordo  acces- 
sionis ;  quemadmodum  circa  Ghrayelingam  fieri  diximus,  limite 
videlicet  aocessionis  IndicsB  et  Scythicas.  Atque  inveniri 
Euripum  quendam  ex  contrariis  fluxibus  circa  Hollandiam, 
non  solum  ex  ea  (quam  diximus)  inversione  ordinis  horarum 
in  fluxuy  sed  etiam  peculiari  et  visibili  experimented  a  pluri- 
mis  observatum  est.  Quod  si  hsec  ita  fiant,  reditur  ad  id,  ut 
necesse  sit  fieri,  ut  quo  partes  Atlantici  et  littora  magis  ex- 
tenduntur  ad  Austrum  et  appropinquant  mari  Indico,  eo  magis 
fluxus  anteyertat  in  pradcedentia,  utpote  qui  oriatur  a  motu 
illo  yero  in  man  Indico ;  quo  vero  magis  ad  Boream  (usque 
ad  limitem  communem,  ubi  repelluntur  a  gurgite  antistropho 
maris  Scythici),  eo  tardius  atque  in  subsequentia.  Id  vero  ita 
fieri,  experimentum  istnd  progressus  a  freto  Herculeo  ad  fre- 
tum Britanniciun  plane  demonstrat.  Itaque  arbitnunur  etiam 
fluxum  circa  littora  Africse  antevertere  fluxum  circa  fretum 
Herculeum,  et,  verso  ordine,  fluxum  circa  Norvegiam  ante- 
vertere fluxum  circa  Suediam;  sed  id  nobis  experimento  aut 
Ustoria  compertum  non  est, 

Tertium  experimentum  est  tale:  Maria  clausa  ex  altera 
parte,  quas  Sintu  vocamus,  si  exporrigantur  inclinatione  aliqua 
ab  oriente  in  occidentem,  quae  in  consequentia  est  cum  motu 
vero  aquarum,  habent  fluxus  vigentes  et  fortes :  si  vero  incli- 
natione adversa,  languidos  et  obscures.  Nam  et  mare  Ery- 
tbrsBum  habet  fluxmn  bene  magnum,  et  Sinus  Persicus,  magis 
recta  petens  occidentem,  adhuc  majorem.  At  mare  Mediter- 
raneum,  quod  est  sinuum  maximus,  et  hujus  partes  Tyrrhenum, 
Pontus,  et  Propontis,  et  similiter  mare  Balticum,  quas  omnia 
reflectunt  ad  orientem,  destituuntur  fere,  et  fluxus  habent 
imbecillos.  At  ista  differentia  maxime  elucescit  in  partibus 
Mediterranei,  quas  quamdiu  vergunt  ad  orientem,  aut  flectunt 
ad  septentriones  (ut  in  Tyrrheno  et  in  iis  quae  diximus  mari- 
bus),  quiete  agunt  absque  aestu  multo.  At  postquam  se  con- 
verterint  ad  occidentem,  quod  fit  in  mari  Adriatico,  insignem 
recuperat '  fluxum.  Cui  accedit  et  illud,  quod  in  Mediterraneo 
refluxus  ille  tenuis  (qualis  invenitur)  incipit  ab  oceano,  fluxus  a 
■  M.  Boaillet  corrects  the  passage  by  reading  recuperoMi, 
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oontram  partem  ut  aqua  magis  seqnatnr  cnrsnm  ab  ariente 
qiiam  refusionem  ooeani.  Atque  his  tantnm  tribos  eaqperi* 
mentis  in  proBsentia  utomur  ad  inqnisitionem  illam  secnndanL 

Possit  tamen  adjici  probatio  qn»dam  oonsentanea  earn  his 
qu8B  dicta  sunt,  sed  abstrusioris  eujnsdam  natnro ;  ea  est,  at 
petatnr  argumentum  hujusoe  motus  ab  oriente  in  oocidentem 
quern  aquis  adstruzimus,  non  solum  a  consensu  codi  (de  quo 
jam  dictum  est),  ubi  iste  motus  in  flore  est  ac  fortitudine 
prsDdlpua,  sed  etiam  a  terra,  ubi  protinus  yidetur  cessare ;  ita 
ut  ista  inclinatio  sive  motus  Tere  sit  cosmicus,  atque  omnia  a 
fiisti^is  coeli  usque  ad  interiora  terras  transrerberet  Intel* 
ligimus  enim  conyersionem  istam  ab  oriente  in  occidentem  fieri 
scilicet  (quemadmbdum  revera  invenitur)  super  polos  austra- 
lem  et  borealem.  Yerissime  autem  diligentia  Oilberti  nobis 
hoc  reperit;  omnem  terram  et  naturam  (quam  appellamus 
terrestrem)  non  delinitam  sed  rigidam,  et,  ut  ipse  loquitur, 
robustam,  habere  directionem  sive  verticitatem  latentem,  sed 
tamen  per  plurima  exquisita  experimenta  se  prodentem,  Tersds 
Austrum  et  Boream.^  Atque  banc  tamen  observationem  plane 
minuimus,  atque  ita  corrigimus,  ut  hoc  asseratur  tantum  de 
exterioribus  concretionibus  circa  superficiem  terr»,  et  minime 
producatur  ad  viscera  ipsius  terras  (nam  quod  terra  sit  magnes 
interim  levi  omnino  phantasia  arreptum  est ;  fieri  enim  pror- 
sus  nequit,  ut  interiora  terras  similia  sint  alicui  substantias 
quam  oculus  humanus  videt,  siquidem  onmia  apud  nos  a 
sole  et  codestibus  laxata,  subacta,  aut  infracta  sint,  ut  cum 
iis  quas  talem  nacta  sunt  locum  quo  vis  coelestium  non  pe- 
netret  neutiquam  consentire  possint);  sed  quod  nunc  agi- 
tur,  superiores  incrustationes  sive  concretiones  terras  videntur 
consentire  cum  conversionibus  coeli,  aeris,  atque  aquarum, 
quatenus  consistentia  et  determinata  cum  liquidis  et  fluidis 
consentire  queant,  hoc  est,  non  ut  volvantur  super  polos,  sed 
dirigantur  et  yertantur  versus  polos.  Cum  enim  in  omni  orbe 
volubili,  qui  vertitur  super  polos  certos  neque  habet  motum 
centri,  sit  participatio  quasdam  naturas  mobilis  et  fixas ;  post- 
quam  per  naturam  consistentem  sive  se  determinantem  ligatur 
virtus  volvendi,  tamen  manet  et  intenditur  et  unitur  virtus 
ilia  et  appetitus  dirigendi  se ;  ut  directio  et  verticitas  ad  polos 
in  rigidis,  sit  eadem  res  cum  volubilitate  super  polos  in  fiuidis. 

'  Bacon  appears  to  refer  particularly  to  Gilbert,  D%  Magn,  vL  4. ;  a  passage  re- 
peated, like  many  others,  in  tli«  Phenol,  Nova,  it  7. 
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Sappiest  inquisitio  tertia:  Unde  et  quomodo  fiat  recipracatio 
Sla  sexhararia  astuum,  qwB  incidit  in  quadrantem  tnatus  diumi^ 
cum  differentia  quam  diximus  f  Id  ut  intelligatur^  supponatur 
orbem  tenrarum  univerBum  aqua  oooperiri,  ut  in  diluvio 
geueralL  Exktimamua  aquas,  quippe  ut  in  orbe  integro,  neque 
impedito,  semper  in  progressu  se  oommoturas  ab  oriente  in 
oocident^aa  singulis  diebus  ad  certum  aliquod  spatium  (idque 
profecto  non  magnum^  ob  exsolutionem  et  eneryationem  virium 
hujus  motus  in  c<«finiis  teme),  cum  ex  nulla  parte  objectu 
terne  impediaatur  aqu«3  aut  cohibeantor.  Supponatur  ruraus, 
terram  unicam  insolam  esse,  eamque  in  longitudine  exporri^ 
inter  Austrum  et  Septentriones,  qu»  forma  ac  situs  motum  ab 
oriente  in  occidentem  maxime  frenat  et  obstmit ;  existimamus 
aquas  cursum  suum  directum  et  naturalem  ad  tempus  per- 
reeturas,  sed  rursus  ab  insula  ilia  repercnssas  paribus  inter- 
Tallis  relapsuras ;  itaque  unicum  tantum  fluxum  maris  in  die 
futurum  fuisse^  et  unicum  similiter  refluxum^  atque  horum 
singulis  cirdter  12  boras  aii^ributum  iri.  Atque  ponatur  jam 
(quod  yemm  est  et  factum  ipsum)  terram  in  duas  iosulas 
divisam  esse,  veteris  scilicet  et  novi  orbis  (nam  Terra  Australis 
situ  suo  rem  istam  non  magnopere  disturbat,  quemadmodum 
nee  Grroenlandia  aut  Noya-zembla),  easque  ambas  insulas  per 
tres  fere  mundi  zonas  exporrigi,  inter  quas  duo  Oceani,  Atlan- 
ticus  et  Australia,  interfluunt,  et  ipsi  nunquam  nisi  yersus 
polos  peryii;  existimamus  necessario  sequi,  ut  duo  isti  obices 
naturam  duplicis  reciprocationis  uniyersaB  moli  aquarum  insi- 
nuent  et  communicent,  et  fiat  quadrans  ille  motus  diumi ;  ut 
aquis  scilicet  utrimque  frenatis,  fluxus  et  refluxus  maris  bis  in 
die,  per  spatia  scilicet  sex  horarum,  se  explicet,  cum  duplex 
fiat  processio,  et  duplex  itidem  repercussio.  Illse  yero  duas 
insulse  si  instar  cyUndrorum  aut  columnarum  per  aquas '  ex- 
porrigerentur  squis  dimensionibus  et  rectis  littoribus,  facile 
demonstraretur  et  cuiyis  occurreret  iste  motus,  qui  jam  tanta 
yarietate  positursD  terrsB  et  maris  confundi  yidetur  et  obscurari. 
Neque  etiam  est  difficile  conjecturam  capere  nonnullam,  qualem 
isti  motui  aquarum  incitationem  tribuere  consentaneum  sit,  et 
quanta  spatia  in  uno  die  conficere  possit.  Si  enim  sumantur 
(in  SBStimationem  hujus  rei)  littora  aliqua  ex  iis  quse  minus 
montosa  aut  depressa  sunt  et  oceano  libero  adjacent,  et  capiatur 
mensura  spatii  terrse  inter  metam  fluxus  et  metam  refluxus 

>  qma$  in  the  origiDaL  —  J,S, 
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interjacentisy  atque  illud  spatiam  quadruplicetur  propter  adstos 
singulis  diebus  qustemos,  atque  is  numerus  rursus  duplicetur 
propter  cestus  ad  adversa  littora  ejusdem  oceanic  atque  huic 
numero  nonnihil  in  cumulum  adjiciatur^  propter  omnium  lit- 
torum  altitudinem^  quie  ab  ipsa  fossa  mari  semper  aliquantum 
insurgunt;  ista  computatio  illud  spatium  productura  est,  quod 
globus  aqu8B  uno  die,  si  liber  ab  impedimento  esset  ac  in  orbe 
circa  terram  semper  in  progressu  moveret,  conficere  possit; 
quod  certe  nil  magnum  est.  De  differentia  autem  ilia  qu» 
coinddit  in  rationes  motusluns,  et  efBcit  periodum  menstruam; 
id  fieri  existimamus,  quod  spatiiun  sexhorarium  non  sit  mensura 
exacta  reciprocationis,  quemadmodum  nee  motus  diumus  ali- 
cujus  planetarum  non  ^  restituitur  exacte  in  horis  24,  minime 
autem  omnium  luna.  Itaque  mensura  fluxus  et  refluxus  non 
est  quadrans  motus  stellarum  fixarum,  qui  est  24  horarum, 
sed  quadrans  diumi  motus  lunte. 

Mandata. 

Inquiratur  utrum  hora  fluxus  circum  littora  Afric®  ante- 
vertat  horam  fluxus  circa  fretum  Herculeum?  Inquiratur 
utrum  hora  fluxus  circa  Norvegiam  antevertat  horam  fluxus 
circa  Suediam,  et  ilia'  similiter  horam  fluxus  circa  Grave- 
lingam? 

Inquiratur  utrum  hora  fluxus  ad  littora  Brasilise  antevertat 
horam  fluxus  ad  littora  Hispanic  Novse  et  Floridse  ? 

Inquiratur  utrum  hora  fluxus  ad  littora  Chinse  non  inveniatur 
ad  vel  prope  horam  fluxus  ad  littora  Peruvise,  et  ad  vel  prope 
horam  refluxus  ad  littora  Africas  et  Florid®  ? 

Inquiratur  quomodo  hora  fluxus  ad  littora  Peruviana  dis- 
crepet  ab  hora  fluxus  circa  littora  Hispani»  Novae,  et  particu- 
lariter  quomodo  se  habeant  difierentiao  horarum  fluxuum  ad 
utraque  littora  Isthmi  in  America ;  et  rursus  quomodo  hora 
fluxus  ad  littora  Peruviana  respondeat  horas  fluxus  circa  littora 
ChinoB? 

Inquiratur  de  magnitudinibus  fluxuum  ad  diversa  littord, 
non  solum  de  temporibus  sive  horis.  Licet  enim  causentur 
fere  magnitudines  fluxuum  per  depressiones  littorum,  tamen 
nihilominus  communicant  etiam  cum  ratione  motus  veri  maris, 
prout  secundus  est  aut  adversus. 

'  So  In  the  original.  ^J.S.  "  HU  in  the  original.— /.& 
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Inquiratur  de  mari  Caspio^  (qusB  sunt  bene  magn»  portiones 
aquanim  conclusse,  absque  ullo  exitu  in  oceanum,)  si  patiantur 
fluxum  et  refluxum^  yel  qualem ;  siquidem  nostra  fert  conjectura, 
aquas  in  Caspio  posse  habere  fluxum  unicum  in  die^  non 
geminatum,  atquc  talem  ut  littora  orientalia  ejusdem  maris 
deserantur,  cum  occidentalia  alluantur. 

Inquiratur  utrum  fluxus  augmenta  in  noviluniis  et  pleni- 
liiniis,  atque  etiam  in  a&quinoctiis^  fiant  simul  in  diversis  mundi 
partibus  ?  Cum  autem  dicimus  nmul,  intelligimus  non  eadem 
bora  (variantur  enim  horsd  secundum  progressus  aquarum  ad 
littora,  ut  diximus),  sed  eodem  die. 

M0T(B. 

Non  producitur  inquisitio  ad  explicationem  plenam  consensus 
motus  menstrui  in  man  cum  motu  lun»;  sive  illud  fiat  per 
subordinationem,  sive  per  concausam. 

8yzygi(B^ 

Inquisitio  prsBsens  conjimgitur  cum  inquisitione^  utrum  terra 
maveatur  motu  diumof  Si  enim  sstus  maris  sit  tamquam 
extrema  diminutio  motus  diumi ;  sequetur  globum  teri*8e  esse 
immobilem,  aut  saltem  moveri  motu  longe  tardiore  quam  ipsas 
aquas. 

*  aqmnoxiiM  in  the  original. — J.S.  *  Zyzygics  in  the  original.  —  J.  S. 
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PREFACE 

TO 

DE  PaiNOIPIIS  ATQUE  ORIGINIBUS. 
BY  BOBEET  LESLIE  ELLIS. 


The  following  tract  is  one  of  those  which  were  published  by 
Gruter.  It  seems  to  be  of  later  date  than  many  of  the  others, 
as  it  contains  several  phrases  and  turns  of  expression  which 
occur  also  in  the  Novum  Organum. 

Bacon's  design  was  to  give  a  philosophical  exposition  of  two 
myths;  namely ,  that  of  the  primeval  Eros  or  Cupid^  and  that 
of  Uranos  or  Coelunu  Only  the  first  however  is  discussed 
in  the  fragment  which  we  now  have^  and  even  that  is  left  in- 
complete. 

The  philosophy  of  Democritus  appeared  to  Baeon  to  be 
nearly  in  accorduice  with  the  hidden  meaning  of  these  fables; 
but  we  are  not  well  able  to  judge  of  his  reasons  for  thinking  so, 
as  the  only  system  spoken  of  in  detail  is  that  of  Telesius. 

Touching  the  origin  of  Eros,  Bacon  remarks  that  no  mention 
is  made  anywhere  of  his  progenitors.  In  this  he  is  supported 
by  the  authority  of  Plato,  or  rather  by  that  of  one  of  the  in- 
terlocutors  in  the  Symposium,  who  affirms  that  no  one,  whether 
poet  or  not,  has  spoken  of  the  parents  of  Eros ;  but  that  Hesiod 
in  the  order  of  his  theogony  places  Graia  and  Eros  next  after 
primeval  Chaos.'  It  seems  in  truth  probable  that  the  fables 
which  make  Eros  the  son  of  Zeus  and  Aphrodite  are  of 
later  origin.  From  the  Symposium  Bacon  may  also  have  de- 
rived the  recognition  of  an  elder  and  a  younger  Eros,  of  whom 
the  former  was  allied  to  the  heavenly  Aphrodite,  and  the  latter 

>  Sympos^.  176. ;  and  lee  Valcknaer'a  Diatribe,  to  whom  Stallbaum  refers.  On  the 
other  hand  Riusaolas  mentions  as  an  early  myth  that  £ros  was  the  son  of  Uithyia. 
See  Paiuao.  Besot,  ix.  27. 
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to  Aphrodite  Pandemus.*  But  it  is  more  probable  that  his 
account  of  the  distinction  between  them  comes  from  some  kter 
writer, 

Hesiodf  to  whom  the  first  speaker  in  the  Symposium  refers^ 
though  he  phices  Eros  and  Gaia  next  to  Chaos,  says  nothing 
of  Eros  as  the  progenitor  of  the  universe.  His  existence 
is  recognised,  but  nothing  is  said  of  his  offspring.  In  this 
the  theogony  of  Hesiod  differs  essentially  from  that  which  is 
contained  in  the  Orphic  poems,  and  shows  I  think  signs  of 
greater  antiquity.  To  recognise  as  a  deity  an  abstract  feeling 
of  love  or  desire,  is  in  itself  to  recede  in  some  measure  from  the 
simplicity  of  the  old  world :  we  find  no  such  recognition  in 
Homer ;  and  the  transition  from  him  to  Hesiod  is  doubtless  a 
transition  from  an  earlier  way  of  thinking  to  a  later.  But 
even  in  Hesiod  Eros  is  not  the  producing  principle  of  the 
universe,  nor  is  his  share  in  its  production  explained.  On  the 
other  hand  in  the  Orphic  poems,  Phanes,  whom  we  are  en- 
titled to  identify  with  Eros,  is  the  progenitor  of  gods  and  men, 
the  light  and  life  of  the  universe.  He  comes  forth  from 
Chaos,  uniting  in  his  own  essence  the  poles  of  the  mysterious 
antithesis  on  which  all  organic  production  depends.  From 
him  all  other  beings  derive  their  existence.  There  seems 
clearly  more  of  a  philosopheme  in  this  than  in  the  simpler 
statements  of  Hesiod. 

The  identification  of  Eros  with  Phanes  or  Ericapeus  rests 
on  a  passage  in  the  Argonautics^  in  which  it  is  said  that  he 
was  called  Phanes  by  the  men  of  later  time  because  he  was 
manifested  before  all  other  beings ;  irpSnos  yap  i<t>dv0f}.^  It 
is  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  Proclus. 

Phanes,  in  the  conunon  form  of  the  Orphic  theogony,  comes 
out  of  the  egg  into  which  Chaos  had  formed  itself.'  But  I  am 
not  aware  that  any  one  except  Aristophanes  makes  Night  lay 
the  egg  from  which  Eros  afterwards  emerges  * ;  and  it  seems 
that  this  is  only  a  playful  modification  of  the  common  myth, 
not  unsuitable  to  the  chorus  of  birds  by  whom  it  is  introduced.* 
It  does  not  appear  necessary  to  suppose,  as  Cudworth  seem- 
ingly does,  that  Aristophanes  had  in  some  unexpldned  way 

'  Sympos.  p.  180.,  and  see  also  p.  195. 

*  Orph.  Argon.  1 4.  In  the  preceding  line,  Eros  is  made,  according  to  Gesner^s 
Trading,  tlie  son  of  Night    But  for  via  there  Is  another  reading,  trvripau 

*  See  Lobeck,  Aglaoph.  i.  474.  *  Aves,  660. 

*  This  seems  to  be  eonfii-roed  by  the  half  ludicrous  epithet  ^viynop. 
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become  acquamted  with  a  peculiar  form  of  "  the  old  atheistic 
cabala.'''  ^ 

The  most  remarkable  passage  in  which  Eros  (not  Fhanes) 
ifl  spoken  of  as  the  producer  of  all  things,  is  in  the  Argo^ 
nauHcs: — 

w£  iirdfitt^  ^vffetCy  ^  ^'  ovpavoc  ic  nipac  iiXOtv, 
yijg  r  i^pvoripvov  yivttnv^  wOfikvag  rt  daXdffetis, 
wp€a€vraT6v  rt  koI  avrortXij  woXvfitiTiv  'Epura^ 
o<t<ta  T  i^vfftv  Hiravra^  rd  ^  tKpiOey  SXKov  &w*  JfXXo.' 

Nothing  is  said  here,  or  elsewhere  I  believe,  of  his  having 
mingled  with  Uranos  in  the  engendering  of  the  universe ;  and 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  when  Bacon  says,  '^  Ipse  cum  Coelo 
mistus,  et  decs  et  res  universos  progenuit,''  we  ought  to  substi- 
tute Chao  for  Coelo.'  For  the  passage  in  Aristophanes  goes  on 
to  say  that  in  wide  Tartarus  Eros  and  Chaos  mingled  in  love 
and  produced  first  the  race  of  birds  and  then  gods  and  men. 

Of  Fhanes  nothing  of  this  kind  is  mentioned,  except  his 
intercourse  with  Night  ^;  so  that  Bacon's  statement  does  not 
seem  to  be  in  any  way  justified. 

It  would  be  endless  to  cite  passages  in  which  the  attributes 
of  Eros  are  described,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  do  so* 

The  form  in  which  Bacon  connects  the  myth  of  the  primeval 
Eros  with  philosophy  is  far  less  artificial  and  unreal  than  most 
of  the  interpretations  which  he  has  given  in  the  Wisdom  of 
the  Ancients.  Chaos  represents  uninformed  matter;  Eros 
matter  actually  existing,  and  possessed  of  the  law  or  principle 
by  which  it  is  energised ;  the  first  principle,  in  short,  which  is 
the  cause  of  all  phenomena.  The  parents  of  Eros  are  un- 
known ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  in  vain  to  seek  to  carry  our  in- 
quiries beyond  the  &ct  of  the  existence  of  matter  possessed  of 
such  and  such  primitive  qualities.  On  what  do  those  primary 
qualities  ultimately  depend?  On  the  '^lex  summa  essentisa 
atque  natursB  ...  vis  scilicet  primis  particulis  a  Deo  indita, 
ex  cujus  multiplicatione  omnis  rerum  varietas  emergat  et  con- 
fletur."    Whether  this  highest  law  can  ever  be  discovered  is 

'  See  Codworth,  Intellect  Syst 

'  Afigonaut  423.  In  the  third  Une  «-u6t^yaf  is  admitted  to  be  corrapt  I  would 
▼eoture  to  suggest  iroXuis,  making  daXdarariT  the  genitive  case  after  yivtffw. 

*  This  coi^ecture  is  con  finned  by  the  corre8ix>nding  passage  in  the  De  Sap,  Vtt^ 
where  for  cum  etdo  miatut  we  haye  ex  chao.  —  /.  S. 

*  Lobeck,  L  601.   It  is  to  this  intercourse  that  the  line  quoted  byProclus  refers:— 

Adr^s  Irif  yhp  iraiS^f  A^cfArro  Koipiw  Mot, 
W  2 
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by  Bftcon  left  here  as  elsewhere  doubtful;  but  he  does  not 
forbid  men  to  seek  for  it.  But  what  he  utterly  condemns  is 
the  attempt  to  make  philosophy  rise  above  the  theory  of 
matter.  We  must  ever  remember  that  Eros  has  no  progeni- 
tors,  '^ne  forte  intellectus  ad  inania  deflectat" — that  we  turn 
not  aside  to  transcendental  fancies ;  for  in  these  the  mind  can 
make  no  real  progress,  and  '^  dum  ad  ulteriora  tendit  ad  proxi- 
mlora  recidit.**  We  must  of  necessity  take  as  the  starting 
point  of  our  philosophy,  matter  possessed  of  its  primitive  qua- 
lities ;  and  this  principle  is  in  accordance  with  the  wisdom  of 
those  by  whom  the  myth  of  Eros  was  constructed.  And 
certainly.  Bacon  goes  on  to  say,  '^  that  despoiled  and  merely 
passive  matter  is  a  figment  of  the  human  mind  ;^  a  statement 
which  refers  to  the  Aristotelian  doctrine  in  which  the  primitive 
vKf]  is  not  conceived  of  as  a  thing  actually  existing,  but  as  that 
which  first  receives  existence  through  the  elSof,  wherewith  it 
is  united.  Of  this  doctrine  Bacon  asserts  that  it  is  altogether 
trifling :  ''  For  that  which  primarily  exists  must  no  less  exist 
than  that  which  thence  derives  its  existence ; "  that  is  to  say, 
matter  must  in  itself  exist  actually  and  not  potentially.  And 
the  same  conclusion  follows  from  the  Scriptures,  "  wherein  it 
is  not  said  that  God  created  hyle,  but  that  he  created  heaven 
and  earth." 

This  application  of  Scripture  certainly  does  not  deserve  the 
indignation  which  Le  Maistre,  perhaps  in  honest  ignorance, 
has  poured  out  upon  it.*  **  He  asserts  the  eternity  of  pMitter,*' 
is  Le  Maistre^s  commentary  on  the  passage  in  which  it  occurs. 
Beyond  doubt  he  denies  that  hyle  was  created,  but  he  also 
denies  that  it  exists ;  treating  it  as  the  mere  figment  of  the 
Aristotelian  philosophy. 

But  although  Le  Maistre's  remark  is  only  a  fair  specimen  of 
his  whole  work,  in  which  ignorance  and  passion  are  so  mixed 
together  that  it  is  hard  to  say  how  much  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  one  and  how  much  to  the  other,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  Bacon  does  not  appear  to  have  understood  Aristotle.  So 
far  from  putting  at  the  origin  of  things  that  which  is  potential, 
and  educing  ihe  actual  from  it,  Aristotle  asserts  that  any  system 
which  does  this  is  untenable ;  and  it  is  curious  that  he  refers 
particularly  to  the  theogonists,  oi  ix  wktos  yepu&yrtf,  who 

>  Examen  de  la  PhUpsophie  de  Bacon,  ii.  p.  143. 
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engender  realities  out  of  night.'  For  night  and  chaos  may  not 
unfitly  be  taken  to  represent  uninformed  matter.'  The  doctrine 
of  Aristotle  being  in  this  as  in  other  matters  followed  by  the 
schoolmen,  it  was  a  question  with  them  how  the  words  **  and 
the  earth  was  without  form,''  which  come  immediately  after  the 
declaration  that  in  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven  and 
the  earth,  ought  to  be  understood.  For  to  create  the  earth  is 
to  give  it  actual  existence ;  how  then  can  it  be  without  form? 
To  this  the  most  satisfactory  answer  was  that  the  words  with- 
out form  do  not  imply  the  absence  of  substantial  form,  failing 
which  the  earth  could  have  no  actual  existence,  but  simply 
mean  that  as  yet  the  earth  was  unadorned  and  in  disorder; 
a  solution  in  which  we  see  how  far  they  were  from  supposing 
that  according  to  Aristotle  the  first  created  thing  ought  to  be 
uninformed  matter.  They  insist  on  the  contrary  that  the 
Scripture  cannot  mean  that  any  created  thing  can  be-  mere 
matter :  '*  non  enim  datur  ens  actu  sine  actu.*^ 

Aristotle,  as  I  have  said,  condemns  the  theogonists  in  whose 
system  Night  is  a  producing  principle, —  a  remark  in  which 
he  may  refer  either  to  Hesiod  or  to  the  Orphic  writers,  but 
which  probably  relates  to  the  former  only.  In  the  reason  of. 
this  condemnation  Bacon  i^ees-  with  him,  and  yet  takes  into 
the  myth  which  he  proposes  to  explain,  Aristophanes's  fancy 
that  the  egg  from  which  Eros  eame  forth  was  laid  by  Night. 
His  reason  for  doing  so  is  that  this  part  of  the  fable  appears  to 
him  to  relate  not  ta  essence  but  to  cognition,  that  is  to  the 
method  whereby  we  may  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  £ros,  or  of 
the  frmdamental  properties  of  matter.  For  conclusions  ob- 
tained by  means  of  affirmatives  are,  so  to  speak,  brought  forth 
by  Light:  whereas  those  which  are  obtained  by  negatives  and 
exclusions  are  the  offspring  of  Night  and  Darkness.  There- 
fore the  egg  is  lidd  by  Night,  seeing  that  the  knowledge  of 
Eros,  though  it  is  assuredly  attainable,  can  yet  only  be  at- 
tained by  exclusions  and  negatives ;  that  is,  to  express  the  same 
opinion  in  the  language  of  the  Novum  Organum^  the  knowledge 
of  Forms  necessarily  depends  on  the  JEzcIusivcu  That  this 
method  of  exclusions  must  of  necessity  be  ultimately  successful 
is  intimated  by  the  myth  itself;  for  the  incubation  of  the  pri- 

*  Arlst  MettplL  xil.  6. 

'  See  Bnindia*8  Schol.  in  Aristot  p.  803. »  and   for  the  remarks  of  Alexander 
Aphrodisiensit,  Lobeck,  Aglaoph.  L  488. 
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meval  egg  is  not  eternal  In  due  time  the  egg  is  hatched  and 
Eros  is  made  manifest  If  it  be  asked  what  analogy  there  is 
between  darkness  and  the  method  of  exclusions.  Bacon's  answer 
is  satisfieu^toryy — that  darkness  is  as  ignorance,  and  that  in  em- 
ploying the  method  of  exclusions  we  are  all  along  ignorant  of 
that  which  at  any  stage  of  the  process  still  remains  unexduded. 
It  may  again  be  asked  why  the  method  of  exclusions  is  the 
only  one  whereby  Eros  may  be  disclosed, — a  question  to 
which  Bacon  suggests  an  answer  by  saying  that  Democritus 
did  excellently  well  in  teaching  that  atoms  are  devoid  of  all 
sensible  qualities.  Bacon's  opinion  seems  therefore  to  be,  that 
any  method  but  a  negative  one  would  necessarily  fail,  because 
that  which  is  sought  bears  no  analogy  to  any  of  the  sensible 
objects  by  which  we  are  surrounded.  The  parable,  he  says, 
maintains  throughout  the  principles  of  heterogeneity  and  ex- 
clusion: meaning  by  heterogeneity  a  strongly  marked  anti- 
thesis between  the  fundamental  qualities  of  matter  and  the 
sensible  qualities  of  which  we  are  directly  cognisant.  In 
accordance  with  this  he  censures  Democritus  for  departing 
from  this  principle  in  giving  his  atoms  the  downward  motion 
of  gravity  and  the  impulsive  motion  (motus  plaffce)  which 
belong  to  ordinary  bodies.  Not  only  are  atoms  and  bodies 
different  as  touching  their  qualities,  but  also  in  their  motions. 

In  these  views,  which  however  do  not  show  either  that  the 
method  of  exclusions  is  the  only  one  which  can  succeed  or 
that  it  will  always  do  so,  there  is  much  which  deserves  atten- 
tion. They  show  that  Bacon  had  obtained  a  deep  insight  into 
the  principles  of  the  atomic  theory.  The  earlier  developments 
of  this  theory  have  always  been  encumbered  by  its  being 
thought  necessary,  in  order  to  explain  phenomena,  to  ascribe 
to  the  atoms  properties  which  in  reality  belong  only  tp  Ae 
bodies  which  they  compose;  that  is,  by  its  being  thought 
necessary  to  break  through  Bacon's  principle  of  heterogeneity 
Thus  the  atoms  have  been  supposed  of  definite  sizes  and  figures, 
thereby  resembling  other  and  larger  bodies,  and  to  be  perfectly 
hard  and  unyielding.  When  freed  from  these  subsidiary  hy- 
potheses, the  atomic  theory  becomes  a  theory  of  forces  only, 
and  of  whatever  ulterior  developments  it  may  be  capable, 
these  can  only  be  introduced  when  it  has  assumed  this  form. 
The  speculations  of  Boscovich  do  not  mark  the  farthest  point 
to  which  the  atomic  theory  may  be  carried,  but  they  were 
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nevertheless  an  Essential  step  in  advance,  and  altogether  in 
accordance  with  what  Bacon  has  here  said,  though  in  an 
obscure  and  somewhat  abrupt  manner.  ''  We  do  well/'  remarks 
Leibnitz, ''  to  think  highly  of  Yerulam,  for  his  hard  sayings  have 
a  deep  meaning  in  them:"  a  judgment  which  may  not  impro- 
bably have  had  a  particular  reference  to  the  views  now  spoken 
of.  For  Leibnitz's  own  monadism  is  in  effect  only  an  abstract 
atomic  theory  ' :  more  abstract  doubtless  than  any  thing  which 
Bacon  had  conceived  of,  but  yet  a  system  which  might  have 
been  derived  from  that  of  Democritus  by  insisting  on  and  deve- 
loping Bacon's  principle  of  heterogeneity.  And  again,  in  a 
different  point  of  view,  it  seems  not  imlikely  that  Leibnitz 
perceived  an  analogy  between  his  own  doctrine  and  that  of 
Bacon.  In  the  earlier  part  of  his  philosophical  life,  Leibnitz 
was  disposed  to  agree  with  the  opinion  common  among  the 
reformers  of  philosophy,  that  what  Aristotle  had  said  of  matter, 
of  form,  and  of  mutation,  was  to  be  explained  by  means  of 
magnitude,  figure,  and  motion.  This  opinion  he  ascribes  to  all 
the  reformers  of  the  seventeenth  century,  mentioning  by  name 
Bacon  and  several  others.'  Thirty  years  afterwards,  in  giving 
some  account  of  the  history  of  his  opinions,  he  says  that  he 
came  to  perceive,  ^^que  la  seule  consideration  d'une  masse 
^tendue  ne  suffisoit  pas,  et  qu'il  falloit  employer  encore  la 
notion  de  la  force,  qui  est  trds- intelligible,  quoiqu'elle  soit  du 
ressort  de  la  M^taphysique."  ^  In  introducing  this  notion  of 
force,  he  conceived  that  he  was  rehabilitating  the  Aristotelian 
or  scholastic  philosophy,  seeing  *^  que  les  formes  des  Anciens 
ou  Entelechies  ne  sont  autre  chose  que  les  forces."  *  These 
primitive  forces^  being  the  constituent  forms  of  substances, 
he  supposed  them,  with  one  exception  (founded  on  dogmatic 
grounds),  to  have  been  created  at  the  beginning  of  the  world. 
The  **  lex  a  Deo  lata "  at  the  creation  "  reliquit  aliquod  sui 
expressum  in  rebus  vestigium,"  namely  an  efficacy,  or  form,  or 
force,  by  virtue  of  which  and  in  accordance  with  the  divine 
precept  all  phenomena  had  been  engendered.^ 

If  we  compare  these  expressions,  which  contain  the  funda- 
mental idea  of  Leibnitz's  philosophy,  with  those  which  have 

*  The  monad,  Lelbnlti  binuelf  remarks,  is  a  metaphysical  point,  or  formal  atom. 

*  Epist.  ad  Thomas,  p.  48.  of  Erdmann's  edition  of  Leibnitz's  Phil.  Works. 

*  Systeme  noaveau,  p.  124.,  Erdmann. 

*  Lettre  k  Bouvet,  p.  146.,  Erdmann.  *  Forces  primitives,  v.  Syst.  Nout. 

*  See  hit  De  ipsa  Natura,  p.  166. 
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already  been  quoted  from  die  following  tracts  we  shall  I  think 
perceive  more  than  an  accidental  analogy  between  them. 
Leibnitz  speaks  of  the  primitive  forces  impressed  by  the  divine 
word  on  created  things,  ''ex  qu&  series  phenomenorum  ad 
primi  juasiis  praescriptum  consequeretur/' — and  Baoon  of  the 
''  lex  summa  essentia^  et  naturss,  vis  scilicet  primis  porticulis 
a  Deo  indita,  ex  cujus  multiplicatione  omnis  rerum  varietas 
emergat  et  confletur."  It  does  not  seem  improbable  that 
Leibnitz,  who  in  the  letter  to  Thomasins  classes  Bacon,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  present  subject,  with  Gassendi  and  Descartes, 
came  afterwards  to  find  in  Bacon^s  language  hints  of  the  deeper 
view  which  he  had  himself  been  led  to  adopt,  and  which  con- 
stitutes the  point  of  separation  between  his  system  and  the 
Cartesian.  This  supposition  would  at  least  be  in  accordance 
with  the  emphatic  manner  in  which  he  has  contrasted  the  phy- 
sical theories  of  Descartes  and  Bacon,  taking  the  former  as  a 
type  of  acuteness  and  the  latter  of  profundity,  and  asserting 
that  compared  with  Bacon,  Descartes  seems  to  creep  along  the 
ground*' 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  remark  that  there  are 
other  traces  of  Bacon's  influence  on  Leibnitz.  In  Erdmann's 
edition  of  his  philosophical  works,  we  find  several  fragmentary 
papers  which  Leibnitz  wrote  under  the  name  of  Gulielmus 
Pacidius.  The  title  of  one  of  these  is  ''  Gulielmi  Pacidii  Plus 
Ultra,  sive  initia  et  specimina  scientise  generalis  de  instaura- 
lione  et  augmentis  scientiarum  ac  de  perficiend&  mente  re- 
rumque  inventione  ad  publicam  foelicitatem."  Plus  Ultra  was 
the  motto  to  Bacon's  device  of  a  ship  sailing  through  the  Pil- 
lars of  Hercules,  and  the  remainder  of  the  title  is  both  in  tone 
and  language  clearly  Baconian.  The  work  itself  was  to  have 
concluded  with  an  exhortation  "  ad  viros  dignitate  doctrinA- 
que  egregios  de  human&  fc&licitate  exiguo  tempore,  si  velimus 
modo,  in  immensum  augend^."  ^ 

Another  of  these  fragments  contains  some  account  of  himself, 
or  rather  of  Wilhelmus  Pacidius,  in  which  he  mentions  it  as 
one  of  the  happy  incidents  of  his  youth,  that  when  he  had  per- 
ceived the  defects  of  the  scholastic  philosophy  the  writings  of 
several  of  the  reformers  came  into  his  hands — among  which 

'  LelbDitiaoa,  yol.  tL  p.  303.,  ed.  Geney.  1768.  — /.  S. 
'  LdbDiti,  ab  £rd.  p.  89. 
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'he  gives  the  first  place  to  the  ''  consilia  magni  viri  Francisci 
Saconi  Anglis  Cancellarii  de  augmentiB  SoientiamiiL''  ^ 

To  retam  to  the  fable  of  Cupid.  After  interpretiiig  the 
statement  that  all  things  come  from  Eros  to  mean  that  all  phe- 
nomena must  be  referred  to  the  fundamental  and  originally 
inherent  properties  of  matter  as  the  first  ground  of  their  pro- 
duction. Bacon  goes  on  to  saj  that  next  to  the  error  of  those 
who  make  formless  matter  an  original  principle,  is  the  error 
of  ascribing  secondaiy  qualities  to  primitive  matter.  This  he 
expresses  by  saying  that  though  Eros  is  endued  with  per- 
sonality, he  is  nevertheless  naked,  "  ita  personatus^  ut  sit  tamen 
nudus."  Those  who  have  committed  the  error  of  clothing  him 
have  either  merely  covered  him  with  a  veil,  or  have  dressed 
him  up  in  a  tunic,  or  lastly  have  wrapped  him  round  with  a 
cloak. 

These  three  errors  are  respectively  the  errors  of  those  who 
have  sought  to  explain  everything  by  the  transformations  of 
one  element  as  air  or  fire, — of  those  who  assume  a  plurality 
of  elements, — and  of  those  who  assume  aA  infinity  of  first 
principles  (the  homoeomeria  of  Anaxagoras),  each  possessed 
of  specific  properties. 

Contrasted  with  these  errors  is  the  doctrine  that  there  is 
one  first  material  principle,  '^idque  fixum  et  invariabile,"  and 
that  all  phenomena  are  to  be  explained,  '^per  hujusmodi 
principii  .  •  .  magnitudines  figuras  et  positiones," — a  state- 
ment which  includes  along  with  the  old  atomic  theory  every 
such  hypothesis  as  the  Cartesian.  By  those  only  who  hold 
this  .opinion  is  Eros  rightly  displayed ;  they  show  him  as  he 
really  is,  "  nativus  et  exutus.** 

In  the  interval  between  writing  this  tract  and  the  Novum 
Organum  Bacon's  opinions  seem  to  have  undergone  some 
change,  as  he  has  there  condemned  the  atomists  for  asserting 
the  existence  of  ^'  materia  non  fiuxa;"  an  obscure  phrase,  but 
which  appears  irreconcilable  with  the  expression  which  I 
have  just  quoted — **  fixum  et  invariabile." 

However  this  may  be.  Bacon  next  proceeds  to  enumerate 
the  different  forms  of  doctrine  into  which  the  doctrine  of  a 

*  Lelteits,  ab  Erd.  p.  91. 

*  The  mcsDing  €ipertonaiu$  appears  from  the  phrase  Bacon  previously  uses:  ** Cu- 
pldinli  est  persona  qusedam.** 


74  PREFACE  TO  THE 

single  element  has  been  subdivided.  The  first  principle  or 
primitive  matter  has  been  asserted  to  be  water,  or  tiir,  or 
fire.  '  Something  is  then  said  of  the  opinions  of  Thales,  of 
Anaximenes^  and  of  Heraditus,  and  they  are  collectively  com- 
mended for  having  given  Eros  but  a  single  garment,  that 
is,  for  having  ascribed  to  primitive  matter  only  a  single  form 
substantially  homogeneous  with  any  of  the  forms  of  secondary 
existences. 

The  Anaxagorean  doctrine  of  an  infinity  of  elements  is  then 
set  aside  as  belonging  to  the  interpretation  of  the  fable  of 
Ccelum,  and  thus  Bacon  comes  to  the  doctrine  of  two  opposing 
principles,  with  which  the  remainder  of  the  tract  is  taken  up. 
Parmenides,  he  observes,  among  the  ancients,  and  Telesius  in 
modem  times,  had  made  fire  and  earth,  or  heaven  and  earthj 
the  two  first  principles. 

In  connecting  together  Telesius  and  Parmenides  Bacon 
overlooked  an  essential  point  of  difference.  For  the  system  of 
Telesius  is  merely  physical,  it  deals  only  with  phenomena,  and 
seeks  for  no  higher  grounds  of  truth  than  the  evidence  of  the 
senses.  Parmenides,  on  the  other  hand,  recognised  the  antithesis 
of  TO  ov  and  to  <f>aiv6fji,8Pov,  of  that  which  exists  and  that  which 
is  apparent  His  doctrine  is  ontological  rather  than  physical, 
and  he  does  not  admit  that  phenomena  have  any  connexion  with 
real  or  essential  truth.  He  seeks  for  a  deeper  insight  into 
things  than  any  which  a  mere  '*  Welt-anschauung,"  a  mere 
contemplation  of  the  universe,  could  be  made  to  furnish.  The 
hypothesis  which  he  framed  to  explain  the  phenomena  by 
which  we  are  surrounded,  is  with  him  a  hypothesis  merely, 
and  though,  like  Telesius's,  this  hypothesis  refers  every  phe- 
nomenon to  the  antagonism  of  heat  and  cold,  yet  it  has  a 
character  of  its  own,  inasmuch  as  in  a  way  not  distinctly 
conceivable  it  also  serves  to  represent  the  metaphysical  anti- 
thesis of  TO  8p  and  to  fit}  ov,  ^   ^ 

It  is  however  to  be  remembered  that  with  the  ontological 
aspect  of  the  philosophy  of  Parmenides  Bacon  has  here  no 
concern. 

The  fundamental  notion  of  Telesius's  system  was  doubtless 
suggested  both  to  him  and  to  Parmenides  ^  by  certain  obvious 

>  The  nune  notion  is  ascribed  also  to  Hippo  of  Rhegiam,  and  to  others  off  the 
Greek  phUotophers.  See  P»9udo<rig,  Philos  (16A  lor  the  fullest  statement  as  to 
Hippo. 
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phenomena,  and  especially  by  the  growth,  decay,  and  repro* 
daction  of  plants  and  animals.  But  it  is  essentially  derived 
•Grcftn  the  delight  which  the  mind  takes  in  every  form  of  anti- 
thetic dualism^  and  especially  in  the  idea  of  the  reciprocal 
action  of  opposing  forces.  It  comes  from  the  same  source  as 
the  love  and  strife  of  Empedocles,  and  as  the  good  and  evil 
principles  of  the  Persian  theology. 

By  the  help  of  this  notion^  namely  that  heat  and  cold  are 
the  constituent  principles  of  the  universe,  Telesius  attempts  to 
give  general  explanations  of  all  phenomena,  leaving  it  to  others 
to  study  them  in  detaiL  The  largeness  of  his  plan  and  the 
grave  eloquence  with  which  it  is  set  forth  won  for  him  some 
celebrity,  notwithstanding  the  extren^  obscurity  of  his  style 
and  the  vagueness  of  his  whole  doctrine. 

The  academy  of  Cosenza  (it  was  at  Cosenza  that  Telesius 
was  bom)  adopted  his  views,  and  both  there  and  elsewhere 
men  were  for  some  time  to  be  found  who  called  themselves 
Telesiam.  Spiriti,  in  his  Scrittori  Cosentini,  gives  a  list  of  the 
disciples  of  Telesius ;  it  contains  however  no  name  of  much 
note,  except  that  of  Campanella,  and  the  fame  of  Campanella 
rests  much  more  on  his  moral  and  political  speculations  than 
on  his  defence  of  Telesius.  Giordano  Bruno  and  Patricius 
cannot  be  called  disciples  of  Telesius,  though  the  writings  of 
both  bear  traces  of  his  influence.^  Among  real  students  of 
nature  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  so  indefinite  a  system  as 
that  of  Telesius  could  find  much  acceptance,  and  accordingly 
it  is  but  seldom  mentioned  by  scientific  writers.  Grassi,  in  the 
Libra  Astronomical^  seems  to  reproach  Galileo  with  having 
taken  some  notion  about  comets  from  Cardan  and  Telesius; 
remarking  that  their  philosophy  was  sterile  and  unfruitful, 
and  that  they  had  left  to  posterity  "  libros  non  liberos.''  To 
this  Gralileo  answers  that  as  for  what  Cardan  and  Telesius 
might  have  said  on  the  matter  in  hand  he  had  never  read  it, 
and  it  would  seem,  as  if  he  means  to  disclaim  all  knowledge 


*  The  inflaence  of  Telesius  on  BruDo  is  not,  I  think,  mentioned  by  historians  of 
philosophy,  yet  tiiere  is  no  doubt  of  its  existence.  In  the  following  passage  the 
fundamental  principle  of  Telesius  is  plainly  assumed,  mingled  with  ideas  derived  from 
Copernicus.  "  Cos!  vien  distinto  V  universo  in  Aioco  et  acqua,  che  sono  soggetti  di  doi 
primi  principii  formall  et  attivi,  fineddo  et  caldo.  Que*  corpi  che  spirano  il  caldo,  son 
le  sole,  che  per  se  stesso  son  lucenti  et  caldi ;  que*  corpi  che  spirano  U  fireddo  son  le 
terre."— Ciena  di  Cenere,  p.  174.  of  Wagner*s  edition. 

*  Published  in  1618,  with  the  pseudonym  of  Lotario  Sarsi.  It  is  incorporated  in 
the  new  edition  of  Galileo's  works,  iv.  p.  61. 
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of  their  writings.  Though  he  protests  against  the  argomentum 
ex  consensu  which  Orassi  brings  against  them,  yet  it  is  plain 
that  he  does  so  only  to  confute  his  opponent,  and  not  because  he 
thought  them  worthy  of  a  greater  fame  than  they  had  receiyed* 
Even  among  the  large  class  of  men  who  are  content  to  acqui- 
esce in  general  views  and  are  not  careful  to  inquire  whether 
these  views  are  accurate  or  ill  defined,  Telesius's  popularity 
could  not  last  long.  For  he  had  left  nothing  for  his  followers 
to  do.  All  that  could  be  said  in  favour  of  his  fundamental 
idea  he  had  said  himself,  and  any  attempt  to  develop  it  further 
could  only  show  how  insecure  a  foundation  it  was  built  on. 
His  works  are  however  not  undeserving  of  attention,  even 
apart  from  the  influen()p  which  they  had  on  the  opinions  of 
Bacon.  They  show  much  of  the  peculiar  character  of  mind 
which  distinguishes  southern  from  northern  Italy,  and  which 
is  yet  more  conspicuous  in  the  writings  of  Campanella  and 
of  Yico:  grave  and  melancholy  earnestness,  —  a  fondness  for 
symbol  and  metaphor,  and  for  wide-reaching  but  dreamy 
theories. 

The  first  two  books  of  his  principal  work,  ihe  De  Rerum 
Naturd,  were  published  at  Bome  in  1565.  The  complete 
work  was  not  published  until  1586,  only  two  years  before  his 
death.^  In  1590  a  number  of  tracts,  some  of  which  had 
appeared  in  his  lifetime,  were  published  by  Antonius  Fersius, 
one  of  his  chief  cUsciples,  with  a  dedication  to  Patricius,  which 
seems  to  claim  him  as  at  least  half  an  adherent  to  tiie  Telesian 
philosophy.'  For  some  account  of  Telesius's  minor  works  I 
may  refer  to  Spiriti's  Scrittori  Cosentiniy  or  to  what  Salsi  has 
said  of  them  in  6inguen6's  Histoire  LitUraire  de  Tltalie.^ 

Of  Letter's  work,  De  Vita  et  ScriptU  B.  Telesii^  Leipsic, 
1733, 1  much  regret  tiiat  I  only  know  what  is  sidd  of  it  in  the 
Acta  Eruditorum  for  that  year.  It  appears  to  contain  much 
information  not  easily  to  be  found  elsewhere. 

The  view  which  Bacon  gives  of  the  doctrines  of  Telesius 
seems  to  have  been  much  used  and  trusted  by  the  historians 

>  It  was  reprinted  in  1588,  along  with  the  ContempUuionti  of  Mocenlcos  and  the 
Qvastionet  PeripaUUett  of  Caesalplnni.  The  TOlome  containing  these  three  works  it 
entitled  •«  Tractationum  Philosophicarum  tomus  unus,"  and  is  apparently  not  easily 
met  with.    It  is  this  edition  that  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using. 

*  This  dedication  is  prefixed  to  tbe  tract  •*  De  Marl** 

*  The  account  of  Teleiius  In  Oinguen^  was  written  by  Salsi.  See  Ginguen^  viL 
p.  500» 
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of  pUIosophy  ^, — a  natural  result  of  the  inyolyed  and  obscure 
style  in  which  they  were  originally  propounded.  Whether  it 
is  altogether  an  accurate  representation  of  these  doctrines 
may  at  least  be  doubted :  it  seems  as  if  Bacon^  in  some  mat- 
ters of  detail,  mingles  with  what  he  finds  in  Telesius  some 
further  developments  of  his  own.  Perhaps  he  is  in  some 
measure  influenced  by  his  jural  habits  of  thought,  and  tries 
in  all  fairness  and  equity  to  put  a  favourable  construction 
on  that  on  which  he  sits  in  judgment'  However  this  may 
be,  I  have  certainly  found  it  difficult  to  support  all  his  state- 
ments by  quotations  from  his  author,  and  in  some  cases  have 
noticed  at  least  apparent  discrepancies. 

The  tract  ends  abruptiy  with  the  discussion  of  the  system 
of  Telesius.  A  similar  discussion  of  the  atomic  theory  would 
have  been  of  far  greater  interest,  for  Bacon's  own  opinions  are 
much  more  closely  connected  with  those  of  Democritus  than 
with  Telesius's,  from  whom  he  derived  only  isolated  doctrines. 
The  most  important  of  these  doctrines  is  that  of  tiie  duality 
of  the  soul,  of  which  and  of  its  relation  to  the  orthodox  opi- 
nion I  have  elsewhere  had  occasion  to  speak.' 

>  See  ivbat  Bracker  nyi  of  Mortaof  and  SoeeUna,  Hitt.  CriL  PhiL  It.  453. 

'  Bacon's  ofwn  language  suggests  this  impression.  *<  Nos  enim,"  he  declares,  '*  in 
omnium  inventis  summi  cum  Ude  et  tanquam  IkTentes  Tersamur."  And  that  he  does 
not  oonceiTe  himself  bound  to  minute  accuracy  in  reproducing  the  opinions  of  the 
phtloeopben  of  whom  he  speaks,  appears  fhim  several  expressions :  **  HuJusroodi 
qusedam  de  diversitate  calorum  a  Telesio  dlcuntur; "  **'BmG,  aut  lis  meliora,  oogita- 
bant  Uli,"  ke. 

*  Sec  General  Fiefkce,  VoL  I.  p.  49.— /.S*. 
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f  EODNDUX  FABTJLA8 

CUPIDINIS  ET  CCELI: 

ETC. 


QvjR  de  Cnpidine  sive  Amore  ab  antiqtils  memorata  sunt,  in 
eandem  personam  conyenire  non  possunt ;  quinetiam  ab  ipsis 
ponuntnr  Cupidines  duo,  et  longo  sane  intervallo  discrepantes ; 
cum  unns  ex  iis  deorum  antiquissimus,  alter  natu  minimus 
fuisse  diceretur.  Atque  de  antiquo  illo  nobis  in  prassentia 
sermo  est.  Narrant  itaque  Amorem  ilium  omnium  deorum 
fuisse  antiquissimum,  atque  adeo  omnium  rerum,  excepto  Chao, 
quod  ei  coasTum  perhibetur.  Atque  Amor  iste  prorsus  sine 
parente  introducitur.  Ipse  autem  cum  Chao  ^  mistus,  et  deos 
et  res  universas  prc^enuit.  A  nonnuUis  tamen  oyo  prognatus' 
incubante  Nocte  traditus  est.  Ejus  vero  attributa  ponnntur 
diversa,  ut  sit  infans  perpetuus,  csecus,  nudus,  alatus,  Sagitta- 
rius. Vis  autem  ejus  praecipua  et  propria  ad  corpora  unienda 
valet:  etiam  claves  SBtberis,  maris,  et  terras  ei  deferebantur. 

'  CcbIo  In  the  origiiud.    For  the  grounds  of  the  correction,  see  Preface,  p.  67.^- 

'  *  Kengren,  De  Ovo  mundemo  (Helshigfors,  1849),  has  collected  the  passages  on  the 
egg  cosmogony  in  the  Institutes  of  Menu,  the  Putanas,  and  certain  Commentaries. 
He  remarks  that,  so  far  as  he  is  aware,  no  trace  of  the  mythus  occurs  in  the  Yedas. 
It  follows  that  he  did  not  perceive  any  reference  to  it  in  the  129th  hymn  of  the  10th 
book  of  the  Rig  Veda,  with  which  he  was  certainly  acquainted,  as  he  has  quoted  a 
portion  of  Golebrook's  translation  of  it  In  this  translation  It  is  difficult  to  recognise 
even  the  germ  of  the  mythus,  but  in  that  which  has  since  been  given  by  Max  MilUer 
it  seems  more  easy  to  do  sa  It  would  be  interesting  to  ascertain  how  tu  the  mythus 
was  developed  at  the  time  at  which  the  older  portions  of  the  Rig  Veda  were  corn- 
INMed.  The  sul^ect  may  be  said  to  have  a  natural  interest  at  Helsingfors,  as  the  egg 
cosmogony  exists  among  the  Finns.  For  the  hymn  referred  to  see  Colebrook's  Mis* 
esflbicotM  J^fsays,  i.  p^  84.»  and  MiiUer's  Addenda  to  Bunsen's  Hippoljftutj  p.  140. 
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Fingitor  quoque  et  celebratur  alter  Cupido  minor.  Veneris 
filiufl,  in  quern  attributa  antiquioris  transferuntur,  et  propria 
multa  adjiciuntur. 

Fabula  ista,  cum  sequenti  de  Coelo,  brevi  parabolae  complexu 
proponere  videtur  doctrinam  de  principiit  rerum  et  mundi  ari- 
ffinibtUy  non  multum  dissidentem  ab  ea  philosophia  quam  De- 
mocrituB  exhibuit;  nisi  quod  yideatur  aliquanto  magis  severa, 
et  sobria  et  perpurgata.  Ejus  enim  yiri,  lioet  acutissimi  et 
diligentissimi,  contemplaldones  gliscebant  tamen,  et  modum 
tenere  nesciae  erant,  nee  se  satis  stringebant  aut  sustinebant. 
Atque  etiam  hsec  ipsa  placita  qu»  in  parabola  delitescunt, 
quamyis  paulo  emendatiora,  talia  sunt  qualia  esse  possunt  ilia 
quae  ab  intellectu  sibi  permisso,  nee  ab  experientia  continenter 
et  gradatim^  subleyato,  profecta  yidentur ;  nam  illud  yitium 
existimamus  etiam  prisca  secula  occupasse.  In  primis  autem 
intelligendum  est,  quae  hie  afferuntur  conclusa  et  prolata  esse 
ex  authoritate  rationis  human»  solummodo,  et  sensus  fidem 
secuta :  cujus  jampridem  cessantia  et  deficientia  oracula  merito 
rejiciuntur,  postquam  meliora  et  certiora  mortalibus  ex  parte 
yerbi  diyini  afiulserint  Itaque  Chaos  illud,  quod  Cupidini 
coasyum  erat,  massam  siye  congregationem  materia^  inconditam 
significabat  Materia  autem  ipsa,  atque  yis  et  natura  ejus^ 
denique  principia  rerum,  in  Cupidihe  ^>so  adumbrata  erant* 
lUe  introducitur  sine  parente,  id  est  sine  causa:  causa  enim 
effectus  yeluti  parens  est ;  idque  in  tropis  familiare  et  fere  per- 
petuum  est,  ut  parens  et  proles  causam  et  effectum  denotent» 
Materia^  autem  primae,  et  yirtutis  atque  actionis  propria^  ejus, 
causa  nulla  esse  potest  in  natura  (Deum  enim  semper  excipi* 
mus) ;  nihil  enim  hac  ipsa  prius.  Itaque  efficiens  nulla,  nee 
aliquid  natune  notius;  ergo  nee  genus,  nee  forma.  Quam- 
obrem  quaecunque  tandem  sit  ilia  materia  atque  ejus  yis  et 
operatic,  res  positiya  est  et  surda,  atque  prorsus  ut  inyenitur 
accipienda,  nee  ex  praenolione  aliqua  judicanda.  Etenim  modus 
si  sciri  detur,  tamen  per  causam  sciri  non  potest,  cum  sit  post 
Deum  causa  causarum,  ipsa  incausabilis.  Est  enim  terminus 
quidam  yerus  et  certus  causarum  in  natura :  atque  aequo  impe* 
riti  est  et  leyiter  philosophantis,  cum  ad  ultimam  naturae  yim  et 
legem  positiyam  yentum  sit  causam  ejus  requirere  aut  fingere, 
ac  in  iis  quae  subordinata  sunt  causam  non  desiderare.'    Quare 

«  ffradmtum  in  oiiginaL  --/.  ^  *  Compare  Nov.  0/y.  t  48* 
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Cupido  ab  antiquis  Bapientibus  ponitur  in  parabola  sine  parentc, 
id  est,  sine  causa.  Neque  nihil  in  hoc  est ;  imo  hand  scimus  an 
non  res  omnium  maxima.  Nil .  enim  philosophiam  peraeque 
comipit  ac  ilia  inquisitio  parentum  Cupidinis ;  hoc  est,  quod 
phiiosophi  principia  rerum  quemadmodum  in  natura  inveniun- 
tar  non  receperunt  et  amplexi  sunt,  ut  doctrinam  quandam 
positiyam,  et  tanquam  fide  experimentali ;  sed  potius  ex  legi- 
bus  sermonum  et  ex  dialecticis  et  mathematicis  conclusiunculis 
atque  ex  communibus  notionibus  et  hujusmodi  mentis  extra 
naturam  exspatiationibus  ea  deduxerunt.  Itaque  philosophanti 
quasi  perpetuo  hoc  animo  agitandum  est,  non  esse  parentes 
Cupidini,  ne  forte  intellectus  ad  inania  deflectat;  quia  in  higus- 
modi  perceptionibus  imiyersalibus  gliscit  animus  humanus,  et 
rebus  et  se  ipso  abutitur,  et  dum  ad  ulteriora  tendit  ad  proxi- 
miora  recidit.^  Cum  enim,  propter  angustias  suas,  iis  quae 
familiariter  occurrunt  et  qu»  una  et  subito  mentem  subire  et 
ferire  possunt  maxime  moveri  consuerit ;  fit  ut  cum  ad  ea  quse 
secundum  experientiam  maxime  universalia  sunt  se  exten- 
derit,  et  nihilominus  acquiescere  nolit,  tum  demum,  tanquam 
adhuc  notiora  appetens,  ad  ea  quse  ipsum  plurimum  affecerint 
aut  illaqueaverint  se  yertit,  et  ea  ut  magis  causativa  et  de- 
monstrativa  quam  ipsa  ilia  universalia  sibi  fingit. 

Itaque  quod  prima  rerum  essentia,  vis,  et  Cupido,  sine  causa 
sit,  jam  dictum  est.  De  modo  vero  ejus  rei  (quse  causam  non 
recipit)  videndum.  Modus  autem  et  ipse  quoque  perobscurus 
est;  idque  a  parabola  ipsa  monemur,  ubi  eleganter  fingitur 
Cupido,  ovum  Nocte  incubante  exclusum.  Certe  sanctus  phi* 
losophus  ita  pronuntiat:  Cuncta  fecit  Deus  pulchra  tempe^ 
siatibus  suiSy  et  mundum  tradidit  disputationibus  eorum;  ita 
tamen  ut  non  inveniat  homo  opus  quod  operatus  est  Deus  a 
principia  usque  ad  fin/em?  Lex  enim  summa  essentise  atque 
naturse,  quae  vicissitudines  rerum  secat  et  percurrit  (id  quod 
ex  verborum  complexu  describi  videtur,  opus  quod  operatus 
eit  Deus  a  principia  usque  ad  finem)^  vis  scilicet  primis  parti- 
culis  a  Deo  indita,  ex  cujus  multiplicatione  omnis  rerum  varie* 
tas  emergat  et  confletur,  cogitationem  mortalium  perstringere 
potest,  subire  vix  potest.  Aptissime  autem  refertur  illud  de 
ovo  Noctis  ad  demonstrationes  per  quas  Cupido  iste  in  lucem 
editur.  Qu»  enim  per  affirmativas  concluduntur,  videntur 
partus  lucis;  qu»  vero  per  negativas  et  exclusiones,  ea  tanquam 

'  CotnpMC  Not.  Org.  1.  48.  *  Ecclcs.  iil.  11. 
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a  tencbns  et  aocte  exprimuntur  et  educuntur.  Est  autem  iste 
Cupido  vere  ovum  exclusum  a  Nocte ;  notitia  enim  ejus  (quae 
omnino  haberi  potest)  procedit  per  exclusionea  et  negativas. 
Probatio  autem  per  exclusionem  facta,  quaddam  iguoratio  est,  et 
tanquam  nox^  quoad  id  quod  includitur ;  quare  pr«clare  Demo- 
critus  atomos  sive  semina,  atque  eorum  virtutem,  nullius  rei 
similia  quae  sub  sensum  cadere  posset  asseruit ;  sed  ea  prorsus 
ca3ca  et  clandestina  natura  insignit.     Itaque  de  ipsis  pronun- 

tiavit : 

Keqae  sunt  igni  simalata,  neque  ulli 
Pneterea  rei  quiB  corpora  mittere  possit 
Sensibiu,  et  nostros  aidjectu  tangere  tactus  :^   , 

Et  rursus  de  virtute  eorum : 

At  primordia  gignundis  in  rebus  oportet 
Naturam  dandestinam  cecamque  adliibere, 
Emineat  ne  quid,  quod  contra  pugnet  et  obstet' 

Itaque  atomi  neque  ignis  scintillis,  neque  aqus  guttis,  neque 
aura)  buUis,  neque  pulveris  granis,  neque  spiritus  aut  setheris 
minutiis,  similes  sunt  Neque  vis  et  forma  eorum  aut  grave 
quiddam  est  aut  leve,  aut  calidum  aut  frigidum,  aut  densum 
aut  rarum,  aut  durum  aut  moUe,  qualia  in  corporibus  grandio- 
ribus  invcniuntur;  cum  istas  virtutes,  et  reliquas  id  genus,  com- 
positsB  sint  et  oonflatad.  Neque  similiter  motus  naturalis  atomi 
aut  motus  ille  est  descensus,  qui  appellatur  naturalis,  aut  motus 
illi  oppositus  (plagse),  aut  motus  expansionis  et  contractionis,  aut 
motus  impulsionis  et  nexus,  aut  motus  rotationis  ccclestium,  aut 
quispiam  ex  aliis  motibus  grandiorum,  simpliciter.  Atque 
nihilominus  et  in  corpore  atomi  elementa  omnium  corporum,  et 
in  motu  et  virtute  atomi  initia  omnium  motuum  et  virtutum 
insunt.  Veruntamen  in  hoc  ipso,  nimirum  de  motu  atomi, 
collate  ad  motiun  grandiorum,  philosophia  parabolas  a  philo- 
sophia  Democriti  dissentire  videtur.  Democritus  enim  non 
omnino  parabolas  tantum,  sed  et  sibi  quoque  impar  et  fere 
contrarius  reperitur,  in  iis  quas  amplius  ab  eo  circa  hoc  dicta 
sunt  Debuit  enim  motum  heterogeneum  atomo  tribuere,  non 
minus  quam  corpus  heterogeneum  et  virtutem  heterogeneam. 
Verum  ille  motus  duos,  descensus  gravium  et  adscensus  levium 
(quern  per  plagam  sive  percussionem  magis  gravium  pellendo 
minus  gravia  in  superius  expediebat),  delegit  ex  motibus  gran* 

»  Lucret.  I.  688w  •  M.  i  77». 
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^knum^  qno6  atomo  ut  primitiyos  communicaret.^  Parabola 
antein  heterogeneam  et  exclusionem  nbique  tuetur,  tarn  6ub« 
Btantia  qnam^mota.  At  parabola  ulterins  innuit,  hamm  de 
quibuB  diximiiB  excluaionum  finem  aliquem  et  iDodum  esse ; 
neque  enim  perpetuo  Noxincubat  Atque  Dei  certe  proprium 
est^  cian  de  ejus  natura  inqniritur  per  sensum,  ut  exclusionesin 
affirmativis  non  terminentur.  Alia  yero  est  hujus  rei  ratio; 
ca  sdlicet^  ut  post  debitas  exdusiones  et  negationes  aliquid 
aflfarmetur  et  ooostituatur,  et  ut  ovum  quasi  a  tempestiya  et 
matura  incubatione  exdudatur;  neque  tantum  oyum  exclu- 
datur  Nocte^  sed  etiam  ex  oyo  excludatur  persona  Cupidinis ; 
hoc  est,  ut  non  tantum  educatur  et  extrabatur  hujusce  rei  notio 
qutedam  ex  ignoratione,  yerum  etiam  notio  distincta  et  con- 
"fiisa.'  Atque  de  demonstrationibus,  quales  eaB  circa  materiam 
primam  esse  possint,  bsec  habuimus  qu®  cum  sensu  parabolas 
maxime  conyenire  arbitramur.  Yeniendum  igitur  ad  Cupi- 
dinem  ipsum^  materiam  scilicet  primam,  et  dotes  ejus,  quas 
tanta  circumstat  nox;  et  yidendum  quid  parabola  ad  illam 
lucis  afferat.  Neque  nos  fugit,  opiniones  hujusmodi  duras  et 
fere  incredibiles  ad  hominum  sensus  et  cogitationes  accedere. 
Atque  ejus  certe  rei  periculum  jam  factum  esse  plane  cer- 
nimus  in  hac  ipsa  Democriti  pbilosopbia  de  atomis,  quse  quia 
paulo  acutius  et  altius  in  naturam  penetrabat  et  a  commum<- 
bus  notionibus  erat  remotior^  a  yulgo  pueriliter  accipiebatur ; 
sed  et  philosophiarum  aliarum  quas  ad  yulgi  captum  magis  ac- 
cedebant  disputationibus,  tanquam  yentis,  agitata  et  fere  ex- 
stincta  est.  Et  tamen  etiam  iUe  yir  suis  temporibus  summa 
admiratione  floruit,  et  Pentathltts  dictus  est  ob  multiplicem 
scientiam',  et  inter  omnes  philosophos  omnium  consensu 
maxime  physicus  est  habitus,  ut  Magi  quoque  nomen  obtine- 
ret.  Neque  Aristotelis  pugnas  et  dimicationes  (qui  Ottoman* 
nomm  more  de  regno  suo  pbilosophias  anxius  erat,  nisi  fratres 
tmcidasset ;  cui  etiam  curas  erat,  ut  ex  ejus  yerbis  liquet,  ne 
quid  posteri  scilicet  dubitarent)  tantum  sua  yiolentia,  nee  etiam 
Platonis  migestas  et  solennia  tantum  reyerentia  potuerunt^  ut 

*  **  Cixncta  Decease  est 

Aut  graylUte  sua  feiri  primoidia  reram, 
Aat  ktQ  forte  alterios.**  Lcckkt.  U.  8S. 

Bat  DcfDocrttiiB  fainiflelf  did  not  ascribe  grayity  to  the  aimn,  and  In  this  as  in  some 
otbcr  points  Bacon  was  misled  by  assuming  that  Luoretius  always  represents  the 
opinions  of  Democritas.    4ee  Stobsus,  Edeg.  Phys.  1.  l5. 

'  So  in  the  original.     I  suppose  mimime^  or  some  equivalent  word,  has  diY)pped  out 
M.  Bouillet  suggests  the  substitution  of  nee  for  ei, —  J.  S, 
'  Diog.  Laert  tx,  37.    But  see  Idullacb.  Quost  Democ  p.  54U 
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philosopliiam  hanc  Democriti  delerent.  Sed  dum  ilia  Ari« 
stotelis  et  Platonis  strepitu  et  pompa  professoria  in  scholia 
circumsonarent  et  celebrarentur,  hsec  ipsa  Democriti  apud 
sapientiores,  et  contemplationum  silentia  et  ardua  arctius  com- 
plexos^  in  magno  honore  erat.  Certe  in  seculis  illis  Romanae 
doctrine,  ilia  Democriti  et  mansit  et  placuit ;  cum  Cicero  ejus 
viri  ubique  summa  cum  laude  mentionem  faciat,  et  non  ita 
multo  post  prsBconiiun  iUnd  poet»,  qui  videtur  ex  temporis 
sui  judicio  (ut  solent  ill!)  de  eo  locutus  esse^  conscriptum  sit 

et  exstet^ 

CujuB  prudentia  monstrat 
Magnos  poese  viros,  et  magna  exempla  daturos, 
Vervecum  in  patria  crassoque  sub  aere  nasci.^ 

Itaque  non  Aristoteles  aut  Flato^  sed  Gensericus  et  Attila  et 
barbari,  hanc  philosophiam  pessundederunt  Tum  enim,  post- 
quam  doctrina  humana  naufragium  perpessa  esset,  tabulae  istae 
AristotelicaB  et  Platonicae  philosophiae,  tanquam  materiae  cujus- 
dam  levioris  et  magis  inflatae^  servatae  sunt,  et  ad  nos  perve- 
nerunt,  dum  magis  solida  mergerentur  et  in  oblivionem  fere 
venirent.  Nobis  vero  digna  videtur  Democriti  philosophia 
qu89  a  neglectu  yindicetur,  pnesertim  quando  cimi  authoritate 
prisci  seculi  in  plurimis  consentiat.  Frimo  itaque  describi- 
tur  Cupido  ut  persona  quaedam ;  eique  attribuuntur  Infantifl, 
Alas,  Sagittae,  alia,  de  quibus  sigillatim  postea  dicemus.  Sed 
hoc  interim  sumimus;  antiquos  proposuisse  materiam  primam 
(qualis  rerum  principium  esse  potest)  formatam  et  dotatam,  non 
abstractam,  potentialem,  informem.  Atque  certe  materia  ilia 
spoliata  et  passiva  prorsus  humanas  mentis  commentum  quod- 
dam  videtur,  atque  inde  ortum,  quia  intellectui  humano  ilia 
maxime  esse  videntur,  quae  ipse  potissimum  haurit,  et  quibus 
ipse  plurimum  afficitur.  Itaque  fit  ut  formas  (quas  vocant) 
magis  existere  videantur,  quam  aut  materia  aut  actio:  quod 
ilia  latet,  haec  fluit ;  altera  non  tam  fortiter  impingitur,  altera 
non  tam  constanter  inhaeret.  Imagines  autem  illae,  contra,  et 
manifestas  et  constantes  putantur ;  adeo  ut  materia  ilia  prima 
et  communis  tanquam  accessorium  quiddam  videatur,  et  loco 
sufinlcimenti  ;r  actio  autem  quaevis  tanquam  emanatio  tantum  a 
forma;  atque  prorsus  primae  partes  formis  deferantur.  Atque 
hinc  fluxisse  videtur  formarum  et  idearum  regnum  in  essentiis, 
materia  scilicet  addita  quadam  phantastica.  Aucta  etiam  sunt 
ista  superstitione  nonnulla  (errorem,  intemperantiamS  ut  fit, 
Juv.  X.  48.  .»  (So  in  original.]     The  true  reading  U  probably  itUemperantid. 
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secuta),  et  ide»  abstracto  qnoque  mtrodact»,  et  eamm  digni- 
tates;  tanta  confidentia  et  majestate,  ut  cohors  somniantiuin 
vigilantes  fere  oppresserit.  Yerum  ista  ut  plurimum  eyanu* 
erunt;  lieet  alicui^  nostro  hoc  seculoj  curse  fuerit  ea  sponte 
inclinantia  ftdcire  et  excitare,  majore  ausu  (ut  nobis  videtur) 
quam  fructu.^  Yerum  quam  praster  rationem  materia  abs* 
tracta  principium  ponatur  (nisi  obstent  prssjudicia)  facile  per- 
spicitur.  Formas  siquidem  separatas  quidam  actu  subsistere 
po8uerunt%  materiam  separatam  nemo;  ne  ex  iis  qui  earn 
ut  principium  adbibuerunt;  atque  ex  rebus  phantasticis  entia 
constituere  durum  videtur  ac  perversum^  neque  inquisitioni 
de  principiis  consonum.  Neque  enim  quteritur  quomodo  na- 
turam  entium  commodissime  cogitatione  complectamur  aut  di« 
stinguamus,  sed  quae  sint  yere  entia  prima  et  maxime  rim- 
plicia  ex  quibus  caetera  deriventur.  Frimum  autem  ens  non 
minus  yere  debet  exist  ere,  quam  quas  ex  eo  fluunt ;  quodam'* 
modo  magis.  Authupostaton'  enim  est,  et  per  hoc  reliqua. 
At  quas  dicuntur  de  materia  ilia  abstracta,  non  multo  meliora 
sunt,  quam  si  quis  mundum  et  res  ex  categoriis  et  hujusmodi 
dialecticis  notionibus,  tanquam  ex  principiis,  fieri  asserat. 
Parum  enim  interest,  utrum  quis  mundum  fieri  ex  materia 
et  forma  et  priyatione  dicat,  an  ex  substantia  et  qualitatibus 
contrariis.^  Sed  omnes  fere  antiqui,  Empedocles,  Anaxagoras, 
Anaximenes,  Heraclitus,  Democritus,  de  materia  prima  in 
caeteris  dissidentes,  in  hoc  conyenerunt,  quod  materiam  acti- 
yam,  forma  nonnuUa,  et  formam  suam  dispensantem,  atque 
intra  se  principium  motus  habentem,  posuerunt.  Neque  aliter 
cuiquam  opinari  licebit,  qui  non  experientiae  plane  deserter 
esse  yelit.    Itaque  hi  omnes  mentem  rebus  submiserunt.    At 

*  The  alliifloii  ts  apparently  to  FatriciuB,  whose  Nova  Philotopkia  was  published  in 
1599;  a  work  kmg  since  so  rare  that  Sorellus  (apud  Brucker,  iv.  28.)  says  that  a 
small  library  might  be  purchased  for  the  price  of  this  single  book.  See  for  an  ac* 
count  of  it  Brucker,  ubi  moda 

*  Angels  are  regarded  by  the  schoolmen  as  forms  not  immersed  in  matter.  Thus 
8t  Thomas  says,  *•  Angeli  sunt  format  immateriales." —  ^"wn.  Theol,  1.  q.  61.  Even 
tiie  soul  of  man  is  spoken  of  as  a  form  *'  non  penitus  materlc  imroersa;**  a  way  of 
speaking  probably  employed  for  two  reasons,^ to  save  the  possibility  of  the  soul's 
separate  existence,  and  to  obviate  ^e  difficulty  of  the  Sootists,  that  an  uneztended, 
or  intense,  form  like  the  soul  cannot  give  extension  or  corporeity.  From  this  diffi- 
culty Duns  Scotus  deduced  the  existence  of  a  "  forma  corporeitotis  *•  distinct  fhwn  the 
soul ;  a  doctrine  not  to  be  confounded  with  that  of  Avicenna,  who,  from  the  impos- 
fibility  of  conceiving  unextended  matter,  was  led  to  assert  the  existence  of  a  form  of 
corporeity  primitively  inherent  in  all  matter. 

*  The  word  aievw6erafros,  of  which  the  Latin  form  ought  to  be  authypostatus,  is 
given  by  Stephanus,  with  a  reference  to  Mlcetas. 

*  Compare  De  AvgmenttB^ 
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Plato  mnndimi  cogitationibus,  Aiiatotelefl  yero  etiam  cogitar 
tiones  verbis,  adjudicarunt ;  vergentibus  etiam  turn  honunum 
»tudii8  ad  disputationes  et  sermones,  et  yeritatis  inquisilionein 
•everiorem  miflsam  feoientibua.  Quare  bajusinodi  placita  ma- 
gia  toto  genere  rei»-ehendenda  qnam  proprie  confutanda  yi- 
dentur.  Sunt  enim  eorum^  qui  multom  loqui  volunt,  et  pamm 
Bcure.  Atque  abetracta  ista  materia  est  materia  disputatiommiy 
non  universL  Yerum  rite  et  ordine  philosophanti,  nators 
phne  facienda  est  disseetio  non  abstractio  (qui  autem  secare 
earn  nolunt,  abstrahere  coguntur),  atque  omuino  materia  prima 
ponenda  est  conjuncta  cum  forma  prima,  ao  etiam  cum  prin- 
cipio  motus  primo,  ut  invenitur.  Nam  et  motus  quoque  abs- 
tractio infinitas  phantasias  peperit,  de  animis,  vitis,  et  sinulibus^ 
ac  si  iis  per  materiam  et  formam  non  satbfieret,  sed  ex  suis 
propriis  penderent  ilia  principiis.  Sed  base  tria  nullo  mode 
discerpenda,  sed  tantummodo  distinguenda;  atque  asserenda 
materia  (qualiscunque  ea  sit)  ita  ornata  et  apparata  et  formata^ 
ut  omnia  virtus,  essentia,  actio,  atque  motus  naturalis,  ejus  cod- 
secutio  et  emanatio  esse  possit.  Neque  propterea  metuendum, 
ne  res  torpeant,  aut  varietas  ista  quam  cemimus  expficari  non 
possit ;  ut  postea  docebimus.  Atque  quod  materia  prima  forma 
nonnuUa  sit,  demonstratur  a  parabola  in  hoc,  quod  Cupidinia 
est  persona  qutedam.  Ita  tamen  ut  materia  ex  toto,  sive  massa 
materiss,  quondam  informis  fiierit :  Chaos  enim  informe ;  Cu- 
pido  persona  quaedam.  Atque  h»c  cum  sacris  Uteris  optime 
conveniunt.  Neque  enim  scriptum  est  quod  Deus  hylen^  in 
principo  creavit,  sed  codum  et  ternim. 

Subjungitur  etiam  descriptio  nonnuUa  status  remm  qualis 
fiierit  ante  opera  dierum,  in  qua  distincta  mentio  fit  terrsB  et 
aqusB,  quss  sunt  nomina  formarum;  sed  tamen  quod  massa 
secundum  totum  erat  informis.'  Yerum  introducitur  in  para- 
bolam  Cupido  ita  personatus,  ut  sit  tamen  nudus.  Itaque  post 
illos  qui  materiam  ponunt,  abstractam,  proximo  (sed  in  con- 
trariiun)  peccant  illi  qui  eam  ponunt  non  exutam.  Atque  de 
bac  re  qua^dam  adspersimus  in  iis  quae  de  demonstrationibus 
quales  in  materiam  primam  conveniant,  et  de  heterogenea 
ipsius  materiaa,  a  nobis  jam  dicta  sunt  At  hie,  quern  nunc 
ingrediemur,  est  proprius  ejus  rei  tractandas  locus.  Yidendum 
ergo  ex  iis  qui  principia  rerum  in  materia  formata  fundaverunt, 
quinam  sint  iUi   qui  formam  materia;  tribuerint  nativam  et 

*  Hymtm  in  the  original.—/.  S,  '  Compare  St  Thomas,  Sum.  Theol.  I  66.  1. 
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nudAm,  et  qui  mrsas  saperfiisain  et  indatam.  Inveniuntur 
autem  (nxmino  quatuor  opitumtiwn  sect<B.  Prima  est  eorum, 
qui  unum  quippiam  asserunt  rerum  principium,  diversitatem 
autem  entium  aAstituunt  in  natura  ejusdem  principii  fluxa'  et 
diflpensabiU.  Secimda  eorum,  qui  principium  rerum  ponunt 
substantia  unicum,  idque  fixum  et  invariabile;  diyersitatem 
entium  deducunt  per  hujusmodi  principii  diyersas  magnitu- 
dines,  figuras,  et  posituras.  Tertia  eorum^  qui  plura  consti- 
tuunt  rerum  principta;  et  diversitatem  entium  ponunt  in 
eorum  temperamento  et  mistione.  Quarta  eorum^  qui  infinita 
aut  saltem  numerosa  constituunt  rerum  principia.  Bed  specificata 
et  effigiata;  quibus  nihil  opus  ut  comminiscantur  aliquid  quod 
res  dedueat  ad  multiplex^  cum  naturam  jam  a  principio  disgre- 
genf  Inter  quos  secunda  secta  nobis  videtur  solummodo 
Cupidinem  exhibere^  ut  est^  nativum  et  exutum.  Prima  vero 
introducit  eum  tanquam  velo  discretum.  Tertia  tunicatum. 
Quarta  etiam  cUamjdatum  et  fere  sub  larva.  Atque  de  singulis 
pauca  dicemus,  ad  meliorem  parabolse  explicationem.  Primo 
igitur,  ex  iis  qui  unum  rerum  principium  statuerunt^  nemi- 
nem  inyenimus  qui  illud  de  Terra  affinnaret.  Obstabat  scilicet 
terrse  natura  quieta  et  terpens  et  minime  activa^  sed  coeli  et 
ignis  et  reliquorum  patiens^  ne  id  cuipiam  in  mentem  yeniret 
asserere.'  Attamen  prisca  sapientia  Terram  proximam  a  Chao 
ponit^  Coelique  primo  parentem^  deinde  nuptam ;  ex  quo  con- 
jugio  omnia^  Neque  propterea  hoc  accipiendum,  ac  si  yeteres 
unquam  statuissent  terram  principium  essentiaa ;  sed  principium 
yel  originem  potius  schematismi  siye  systematic  Itaque  hane 
rem  ad  parabolam  sequentem  de  Coelo  rejicimus^  ubi  de  Origi- 
nibus  inquiremus ;  qu»  est  inquisitio^  ad  iUam  de  Principiis, 
posterior. 

At  Thales  Aquam  principium  rerum-posuit.'  Videbat  enim 
materiam  pnecipue  dispensari  in  humido,  humidum  in  aqua. 
Consentaneiun  autem  esse  illud  rerum  principium  ponere^  in 

>  JUxu  In  the  original. — /.  5. 

*  In  enumcnting  these  lour  sects.  Bacon  aUndes  successiyely  to  the  Ionian  phy-* 
ticbts ;  to  the  atomists ;  to  Parmenides,  Telesiiu,  •Empedocles,  and  many  others ; 
and  lastly  to  Anaxagoras. 

*  This  remark  Baoon  may  have  derived  from  Aristotle,  Mtiaph.  i.  7.  Howerer, 
Hippo  of  Rhegium,  or  rather  Hippo  the  athebt  who  is  probably  the  same  person, 
made  earth  the  principle  of  all  things,  at  least  according  to  the  scholiast  on  Hesiod's 
Tkeo^am^.  (See  Heinsiu8*s  Heaiod,  p.  237.)  Others,  however,  give  a  dillferent  aopount 
of  Hippo's  opinions,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  scholiast's  story  was  suggested  to  him 
merely  by  what  Aristotle  says  of  him  in  the  third  chapter  of  the  same  book. 

^  As  I  have  remarked  in  the  preface,  reference  is  here  made  to  Hesiod. 

*  Plotarch,  De  Plac  Pbilosopb.  i.  3. 
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quo  lartutes  entinm  et  Tigores,  praeBeriam  elementa  generati<H 
num  et  instaurationum,  potissimum  inyenirentur.  GenituramL 
animalium  hmmdam ;  etiam  plantarum  semina  et  nuclea»  quam- 
diu  vegetarent  nco  effoeta  essent,  tenera  et  moUia.  Metalla 
quoque  liquescere  et  fluere,  et  esse  tanquam  terr»  succos  con* 
cretos,  Tel  potius  aquas  quasdam  minerales.  Terrain  ipsam 
imbribus  aut  irrigatione  fluviorum  foecundari  et  instaurari, 
nihilque  aliud  videri  terrain  et  limiim^  quam  faeces  et  sedi- 
menta  aquae.  Et  aerem  planissime  esse  aquae  exspirationem 
atque  expansionem.  Quin  et  ignem  ipsum  non  concipi,  ne- 
que  omnino  durare  aut  ali,  nisi  ex  humido  et  per  humidum. 
Pinguedinem  autem  illam  humidi^  in  qua  flamma  et  ignis  sus- 
tentantur  et  yivunt,  videri  quandam  aquae  maturitatem  et  con* 
coctionem.  Corpus  rursus  et  molem  aquae  per  universum, 
ut  fomitem  communem,  dispertiri.  Oceanum  terrae  circum- 
fundi.  Vim  maximam  aquarum  dulcium  subterraneam ;  unde 
fontes  et  flurii,  qui^  Tenarum  instar^  aquas  per  terrae  et  faciem 
et  viscera  deportent.  At  immensas  vaporum  et  aquarum  con- 
gregationes  in  supemis  esse,  utque  aliam  quandam  aquarum 
universitatem,  utpote  a  qua  inferiores  aquae^  atque  adeo  ocea- 
nus  ipse^  reparentur  et  reficiantur.  Etiam  ignes  ccelestes  existi- 
mabat  aquas  illas  et  vapores  depascere ;  neque  enim  aut  sine 
alimento  subsistere^  aut  aliunde  ali  posse ;  figuram  autem  aquae, 
quae  in  ejus  particulis  (guttis  videlicet)  cernitur,  eahdem  cum 
figura  universi  esse,  rotundam  nempe  et  sphaericam ;  quin  et 
undulationem  aquae,  etiam  in  aere  et  flamma,  notari  et  conspici: 
motum  denique  aquae  habilem,  nee  torpescentem,  nee  praefe- 
stinum;  numerosissimam  autem  piscium  et  aquatilium  gene- 
rationem.  Sed  Anaximenes  Aerem  delegit,  quod  unum  esset 
rerum  principium.^  Nam  si  moles  in  constituendis  rerum 
principiis  spectanda  sit,  videtur  '  aer  longe  maxima  universi 
spatia  occupare.  Nisi  enIm  detur  vacuum  separatum,  aut 
recipiatur  superstitio  ilia  de  beterogenea  coclestium  et  sublu- 
narium;  quicquid  a  globo  terrae  ad  ultima  coeli  extenditur 
spatii,  atque  astrum  aut  meteorum  non  est,  aerea  substantia 
compleri  videtur.  Atque  globi  terrestris  domicilium  instar 
puncti  ad  coeli  ambitum  censetur.  In  asthere  vere*  ipso,  quan- 
tula  portio  in  stellis  conspergitur  ?  cum  in  citimis  sphaeris 
singulae  conspiciantur,  in  ultima,  licet  ingens  earum  numerus 
sit,  tamen  prae  spatiis  interstellaribus  exiguum  quiddam  spatii 

•  Plutarch,  1.  c.  «  So  in  the  original :  probably  a  mistake  for  verd.  —  J,S. 
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mdereum  appareat ;  ut  omnia  tanquam  in  yastissimo  aeris  pelago 

natare  videantur.     Neque  parva  est  ea  portio  aeris  et  spiritus^ 

qu»  in  aquis  et  cavis  terr»  locis  sedem  et  moram  habet;  unde 

aqu»  fluorem  snnm  recipiunt.  Quin  et  extenduntor  quandoque 

et  intomescunt ;  terra  autem  non  solum  porositas  sua  acciditj 

8ed  etiam  tremores  et  concussiones,  evidentia  signa  venti  et 

aeris  indusL     Qnod  si  media  qnsedam  natura  sit  propria  prin- 

cipiormn^  nt  tanta  yarietatis  possit  esse  susceptiva ;  ea  prorsus 

in  aere  reperiri  videtur.     Est  enim  aer  tanquam  commune 

rerum  vinculum,  non  tantum  quia  ubique  prsesto  est,  et  succe- 

dit,  et  vacua  poiE»idet,  sed  multo  magis  quod  videtur  esse 

naturae  cujusdam  mediae  et  adiaphorae.     Hoc  enim  corpus  illud 

est,  quod  lucem,  opacitatem,  omniimique  colorum  tincturas,  et 

umbrarum  eclipses  excipit  et  vehit ;  quod  sonorum  etiam  bar- 

monicorum,  et  (quod  multo  majus  est)  articulatorum,  impres- 

siones  et  signaturas  motu  accuratissimo  discriminat;    quod 

odorum    differentias,  non  tantum  generales   illas    suavis   et 

foetidi,  gravis,  acuti,  et  similium,  sed  proprias  et  specificatas, 

rosae,  viobe,  subit  nee  confundit;  quod  ad  celebres  et  poten- 

tissimas  illas  qualitates  calidi,  frigidi,   etiam   humidi,  sicci, 

quodammodo  aequum  se  praebet ;  in  quo  vapores  aquei,  halitus 

pingues,  spiritus  salium,  metallorum  fiimi,  suspensa  volant; 

denique  in  quo  radii  coelestes,  et   arctiores  rerum  consensus 

et  discordiae,  secreto  commeant  et  obmurmurant;  ut  sit  aer 

veluti  chaos  secundimi,  in   quo  tot  rerum  semina  agant,  er- 

rent,  tentent,  atque  experiantur.     Postremo,  si  vim  genialem 

et  vivificantem  in  rebus  consulas,  quae   ad  rerum  principia 

manuducat  eaque  manifestet,  etiam  aeris  potiores  partes  esse 

videntur;.  adeo  ut  aeris  et  spiritus  et  animae  vocabula  usu 

nonnunquahi  confundantur.     Idque  merito,  cum  vitae  paulo 

adultdoris  (exceptis  scilicet  rudimentis  illis  vitae  in  embryonibus 

et  ovis)  respiratio  aliqua  comes  sit  veluti  individuus ;  adeo  ut 

pisces  concreta  et  congladata  aquarum  superficie  suffocentur. 

Etiam  ignis  ipse,  nisi  ab  aura  circumfusa  animetur,  exstinguitur, 

nihilqae  aliud  videtur  quam  aier  attritus,  irritatus,  et  incensus ; 

quemadmodum  aqua  e  contra  videri  possit  aeris  coagulum  et 

receptus.     Etiam  terram  perpetuo  aerem  exhalare,  neque  ut 

per  aquam  in  formam  aeris  transitum  faciat  opus  habere. 

Heraclitus  vero  magis  acutus,  sed  minus   credibUis,  Ignem 

rerum  pnncipium  posuit.^      Neque  enim  naturam  medium, 

'  Plutarch,  1.  c. 
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quae  maxime  vaga  et  corruptifailiB  eaee  ediet,  sed  natunm 
summarn  et  perfectam^  qusB  eomiptioniB  et  alterationiB  ter* 
minus  quidam  sit,  ad  rerum  principia  coostiiuenda  quseavit. 
Videbat  autem  maximam  rerum  varietatem  et  perturbationem 
in  corporibuB  solidid  et  consisteQtibua  iHTenirL  Talia  enim 
corpora  organica  ease  poaeunt,  et  yeluti  machinn  qusedam,  qvm 
etiam  ex  figura  innumeraa  yaiiatiooes  nanciscuntur,  qualia  sunt 
corpora  animalium  et  plantarum.  Etiam  in  his  ipsis^  ea  qnoque 
quffi  organica  non  sunt,  tamen  si  acutius  introspiciantur^  yalde 
esse  dissimilia  reperiuntur.  Quanta  enim  dissimilitudo  inter 
partes  animalium  illas  ipeas^  qua)  Yocantur  similares?  cerebrum^ 
bumorem  crystaUinum,  albuginem  oculi,  00,  membranam,  car- 
tilaginem^  neryum,  yenam^  camem,  pinguedinem,  medullam, 
sanguinem,  sperma,  spiritum,  chylum,  reliqua?  etiam  inter 
partes  yegetabilium^  radicem,  cortioem,  caulem^  folium^  florenw 
semen,  et  similia?  At  fossilia  organica  non  sunt  certe,  sed 
tamen  et  in  una  specie  yarie  commista  sunt,  et  ad  inyicem 
admodum  copiosam  yarietatem  ostendunt  Quamobrem  basis 
ilia  diyersitatis  entium,  ampla,  lata,  et  exporrecta,  in  qua  tan-> 
tus  rerum  apparatus  elucescit  et  obyersatur,  eonstitui  yidetur 
in  natura  solida  et  consistenti.  Corpora  yero  liquorum  yis 
Bchematismi  organici  plane  deserit.  Neque  enim  reperitur  per 
totam  istam  naturam  yisibilem,  aut  animal  aut  planta  in  cor- 
pore  mere  fluido.  Ergo  numerosissima  ilia  yarietas  a  natura 
liquida  abscinditur  et  subducitur.  Manet  nibiiominus  yarie* 
tas  non  parya,  ut  in  tanta  diyerdtate  fiisilium,  snocorum^ 
destillatorum,  et  hujusmodi,  manifestum  est  At  in  aeriis  et 
pneumaticis  corporibus  arctatur  multo  magis  yarietas,  et  ob- 
ducitur  promiscua  qusedam  rerum  similituda  Certe  yis  ilia 
colorum  et  saporum,  quibus  liquores  quandoque  distinguuntur^ 
omnino  cessat;  odorum  yero  manet,  atque  aliarum  nonnul- 
larum,  ita  tamen  ut  transeant,  confundantur,  et  minus  has-* 
reant;  adeo  ut  in  uniyersum  quo  magis  ad  ignis  naturam  fiat 
appropinquatio  tantum  de  yarietate  depereat  At  postquam 
ad  ignis  naturam  yentum  est,  ejusque  rectificati  et  purioris, 
omne  organum,  omnisque  proprietas,  omnia  dissimilaritas  exu- 
itur,  atque  natura  tanquam  in  y^iice  pyramidali  in  unum 
coire  yidetur,  atque  ad  terminum  actionis  suae  proprias  per- 
yenisse.  Itaque  incensionem  siye  ignescentiam  paoem  nomi- 
nayit,  quia  naturam  componeret;  generationem  autem  bellum, 
quia  ad  multiplex  deduceret^     Atque  ut  ista  ratio  (qua  res  a 

»  Diog.  Lacrt.  ix.  8, 
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Varietate  ad  mnim,  et  ab  mutate  ad  yarium,  fluminis  instar 
fluerent  et  refluerent)  aliquo  modo  explicari  posset ;  ignem  ei 
densari  et  rarescere  placuH,  ita  tamen  ut  rarescentia  ilia  yer- 
8118  natRram  igneam,  actio  esset  naturss  directa  et  progres- 
nva ;  densatio  autem  Teluti  retrogradatio  BatuT»  et  destitutio. 
ntrumque  fiito  et  certis  periodis  (secundum  summam)  fieri 
censebat:  ut  mnndi  istius,  qiu  Tolvitar^  futora  sit  qoandoque 
conflagration  et  deinde  instanratio^  atqne  incensionis  et  genera- 
tionis  series  perpetua  et  succe^sio.  Ordinem  autem  (si  quis 
diligenter  yersetur  in  tenui  ea  qusB  de  hoc  yiro  atque  ejus 
decretis  ad  noe  peryenit  memoria)  diyersum  statuit  incensionis 
et  exsHnctionis.  In  scala  enim  incensionis,  nihil  ab  iis  quso 
yulgata  sunt  dissentiebat;  ut  prc^ressus  rarescentiad  et  exte- 
nuationis  esset  a  terra  ad  aquam,  ab  aqua  ad  aerem,  ab  aere 
ad  ignem ;  at  non  idem  decursus ;  sed  ordinem  plane  inyer- 
tebat^  Ignem  enim  per  exstinctionem  terram  educere  assere- 
bat,  tanquam  feces  quasdam  atque  fuligines  ignis ;  eas  deinceps 
uditatem  concipere  et  colligere>  unde  aqu89  fiat  effluyium,  quad 
rursus  aerem  emittat  et  exspiret ;  ut  ab  igne  ad  terram  mutatio 
fiat  in  prseceps,  non  gradatim. 

Atque  hsdCf  aut  iis  meliora,  cogitabant  ill!  qui  unum  rerum 
principium  statuerunt,  naturam  simpliciter  intuiti,  non  oonten- 
tiose*  Atque  laudandi  sunt,  quod  yestem  unicam  Cupidini 
tribuerint,  id  quod  nuditati  proximum  est ;  atque  bujusmodi 
yestem,  quie  est  (ut  diximus)  yeli  cujuspiam  instar,  non  pro- 
fecto  telse  spissioris.  Yestem  autem  Cupidinis  appellamus 
formam  aUquam  materisB  primie  attributam,  quad  asseratur  esse 
cum  (ormsk  alicujus  ex  entibus  secundis  substantialiter  homo- 
genea.  Ista  autem  quad  de  aqua,  aere,  igne,  ab  istis  asseruntur, 
non  firmis  admodum  rationibus  nixa,  reprehendere  non  fuerit 
difficile ;  neque  causa  yidetur  cur  de  singulis  disseramus,  sed 
tantum  in  genere.  Primo  itaque  yidentur  antiqui  illi  in  in- 
quifflitione  principiorum  rationem  non  admodum  acutam  insti- 
tuisse ;  sed  hoc  solummodo  egisse,  ut  ex  corporibus  apparenti- 
bus  et  manifestis,  quod  maxime  excelleret  quaererent ;  et  quod 
tale  yidebatnr,  principium  rerum  ponerent ;  tanquam  per  ex- 
cellentiam,  non  yere*  aut  realiter.  Putabant  enim  bujus- 
modi naturam  dignam,  quae  sola  esse  diceretur  qualis  apparet : 
caetera  yero  eandem  ipsam  naturam  esse   existimabant,  licet 

*  Plutarch,  L  c.    Diogenes  Laertius,  boweTer,  does  not  support  the  statement  of 
the  text 
'  tero  in  the  originaL  — /•  S, 
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mimme  secundum  apparentiam ;  ut  vel  per  tropum  locuti,  vel 
tanquam  fascinati  videantur,  cum  impressio  fortior  reliqua 
traxerit.  At  vere  oontemplantem,  sequum  se  prsbere  oportet 
ad  omnia^  atque  principia  rerum  statuere,  qu»  etiam  cum 
minimis  et  rarissimis  et  mazime  desertis  quibuscunque  entium 
conveniant^  non  tantum  cum  maximis  et  plurimis  et  vigentibus. 
Licet  enim  nos  homines  entia  qu»  maxime  occurrunt  maxime 
miremur,  tamen  naturse  sinus  ad  omnia  laxatur.  Quod  si  prin- 
cipium  illud  sumn  teneant  non  per  excellentiam^  sed  simpliciter ; 
yidentur  utique  in  duriorem  tropum  incidere ;  cum  res  plane 
deducatur  ad  sequivocum,  neque  de  igne  naturali  aut  naturali 
aere  aut  aqua  quod  asserunt  prq^icari  videatur,  sed  de  igne 
aliquo  phantastico  et  notionali  (et  sic  de  cseteris),  qui  nomen 
ignis  retineat,  definitionem  abneget.  Porro  yidentur  et  illi  in 
eadem  incommoda  compelli^  qu»  assertores  materisB  abstractse 
subeunt.  Ut  enim  illi  materiam  potentialem  et  phaniasticam 
ex  toto,  ita  et  isti  ex  parte  introducunt.  Ponunt  etiam  ma^ 
teriam  quoad  aliquid  (principium  illud  nempe  suum)  formatam 
et  actualem ;  quoad  reliqua  tantum  potentialem.  Keque  ali- 
quid lucri  fieri  per  istud  genus  principii  unici  videtur,  magis 
quam  per  illud  materis  abstracted ;  nisi  quod  habetur  aliquid 
quod  obversetur  ad  intellectum  humanum^  in  quo  cogitatio 
humana  magis  defigatur  et  acquiescat,  et  per  quod  notio  prin- 
cipii ipsius  paulo  plenior  sit>  reliquorum  omnium  abstrusior 
et  durior.  Sed  scilicet  ilia  letate  Pr<Bdicamenta  regnum  non 
acceperant,  ut  potuisset  principium  illud  naturse  abstractas 
latere  sub  fide  et  tutela  prsedicamenti  substantiae.  Itaque 
nemo  ausus  est  confingere  materiam  aliquam  plane  phanta- 
sticam,  sed  principium  statuerunt  secundum  sensum ;  aliquod 
ens  verum;  modum  autem  ejus  dispensandi  (liberius  se  ge- 
rentes)  phantasticum.  Nihil  enim  inveniunt,  imo  nee  commi- 
niscuntur,  quo  appetitu  aut  stimulo^  aut  qua  ratione^  via,  aut 
ductu,  istud  principium  suum  a  se  degeneret^  et  rursus  se 
recipiat.'  At  cum  tanti  appareant  per  imiversum  contrario- 
rum  exercitus,  densi,  rari^  calidi,  irigidi^  lucidi,  opacij  animati, 
inanimati,  et  aliorum  plurimorum  qu83  se  invicem  oppugnant^ 
priyant,  perimunt ;  hsec  omnia  ab  imo  quopiam  rei  materiata 
ionte  manare  putare,  neque  tamen  uUum  ejus  rei  modum 
ostendere,  speculationis  cujusdam  attonitas  yidetur^  et  inquisi- 
tionem  deserentis.     Nam  si  de  re  ipsa  per  sensum  constaret, 

>  Compare  Arist.  Mc^  I.  3. 
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ferendom  esset,  licet  modus  esset  in  obscuro ;  rursus  si  modus 
vi  ratibnis  erutus  esset  aliquis  habilis  et  credibilis^  discedendum 
fortasse  ab  apparentiis ;  sed  minime  postulandum  ut  iis  assen-: 
tiamus^  quorum  nee  entia  per  sensum  manifesta,  neque  expli- 
cataones  per  rationem  probabiles.  Praeterea,  si  unum  esset 
rerum  principium,  debuerat  ejus  conspici  in  omnibus  rebus 
nota  quaedam^  et  tanquam  partes  potiores,  et  prssdominantia 
nonnulla;  neque  inveniri  principatum  uUum,  quod  principio 
ex  diametro  opponatur.  Etiam  in  medio  collocari  debuerat,  ut 
omnibus  commodius  sui  copiam  faceret,  et  per  ambitum  se 
diffiinderet.  At  horum  nihil  esse  in  illis  placitis  invenitur. 
Nam  terra,  quse  a  principii  honore  separatur  et  excluditur, 
yidetur  suscipere  et  fovere  naturas  illis  tribus  principialibus 
oppositas,  cum  ad  mobilitatem^  et  lucidam  naturam  ignis,  oppo- 
nat  naturam  quietam  et  opacam ;  ad  tenuitatem  et  mollitiem 
aerisy  opponat  similiter  naturam  densam  et  duram ;  et  ad  humi- 
ditatem  et  sequacitatem  aquae,  naturam  siccam,  rigidam,  et  aspe- 
ram ;  atque  ipsa  quoque  terra  medium  locum  occupant,  caeteris 
deturbatis.  Porro,  si  unicum  esset  rerum  principium,  debuerat 
et  illud  turn  ad  rerum  generationem,  tum  ad  earum  dissolu- 
tionem,  aequam  praebere  naturam.  Tarn  enim  est  principii,  ut 
res  in  iUud  solvantur,  quam  ut  res  ex  illo  gignantur.  At  hoc 
non  fit ;  sed  ex  iis  corporibus  aer  et  ignis  ad  materiam  gene- 
rationis  praebendam  inepta  videntur,  ad  eorum  resolutionem 
excipiendam  parata.  At  aqua  contra  ad  generationem  benigna 
et  alma;  ad  resolutionem  sive  restitutionem  magis  aliena  et 
aversa;  id  quod  facile  cemeretur,  si  imbres  paulisper  cessarent. 
Quin  et  putrefactio  ipsa  nuUo  mode  res  ad  aquam  puram  et 
crudam  redigit.  Sed  longe  maximus  error,  quod  constituerunt 
principium  corruptibile  et  mortale.  Id  enim  faciunt,  cum 
principium  introducunt  tale,  quod  naturam  suam  in  compositis 
deserat  et  deponat. 

Nam  quodcunque  suis  mutatuxn  finibus  exit, 
Continuo  boc  mors  est  illius,  quod  fuit  ante. 

Verum  hac  ratione  magis  nobis  opus  erit  statim,  cum  ad 
illam  tertiam  sectam,  quae  plura  decrevit  rerum  principia,  sermo 
lam  ordine  devectus  sit ;  quae  certe  secta  plus  roboris  habere 
videri  possit,  plus  praejudicii  certe  habet.  Itaque  ad  opiniones 
non  secundum  genus  et  in  communi,  sed  singulas  accedemus. 

*  nMUtaUm  in  the  original.  A  similar  mistake  occurs  at  the  end  of  the  Thema 
CqH:  which  Mr.  Ellis  was  the  first  to  observe.  ^/.  S. 

*  Lucret  iiL  61S. 
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Itaqae  ex  lis  qui  plura  principia  dixerunt,  separabimus  eoe 
qui  infinita  asserunt.  Hie  enim  locus  de  infinito  ad  parabolam 
Coeli  pertinet  Yerum  ex  antiquis  Parmenides  duo  rerum 
principia,  ignem  et  terrain,  dixit,  sive  coelum  et  terranu^  Solem 
eaim  et  sidera  yerum  ignem  esse  asaeruit,  eumque  purum  et 
limpidum  ',  non  degenerem,  qualis  apud  nos  est  ignis,  qui  tan- 
quam  Yulcanus  in  terram  dejectus  ex  casu  claudicat  Parme- 
nidis  vero  placita  instauravit  seculo  nostro  Telesius,  vir  peripa- 
teticis  ratiouibus  (si  aliquid  ill»  essent)  potens  et  instructus, 
quas  etiam  in  illos  ipsos  yertit ;  sed  affirmando  impeditus,  et 
destruendo  quam  astruendo  melior.  Ipsius  yero  Parmenidls 
inyentomm  parca  admodum  et  perexiUs  memoria.  Attamen 
fundamenta  similis  opnionis  plane  jacta  yidentur  in  libro  quem 
Plutarchus  de  primo  firigido  conscripsit;  qui  tractatus  yide- 
tur  ex  aUquo  tractatu  aniiquo,  qui  tunc  temporis  exstabat,  jam 
periit,  descriptiis  et  desumptus.  Hab^  enim  non  pauca  et 
acutiora  et  firmiora,  quam  solent  esse  authoris  ipsius  qui  ea 
yulgayit ;  a  quibus  monitiis  atque  excitatus  yidetur  Telesius, 
ut  ea  et  studiose  arriperet  et  strenue  persequeretur  in  suis  de 
Natura  Berum  commentariis.  Placita  autem  hujus  sectas  sunt 
hujusmodL  Primas  formas  ac  prima  entia  actiya,  atque  adeo 
primas  substantias,  calorem  et  frigus  esse ' ;  eadem  nihilcHninus 
incorporea  existere ;  sed  subesse  materiam  passiyam  et  poten- 
tialem,  quse  oorpoream  molem  prebeat,  atque  sit  utriusque 
naturae  ex  »quo  susceptiya,  ipsa  omnis  actionis  expers.^  Lucem 
pullulationem  caloris  esse  ^  sed  caloris  dissipati,  qui  coeundo 
multiplicatus,  fit*  robustus  et  sensibilis.^  Opacitatem  similiter 
destitutionem  et  confusionem  natures   radiantis  ex  frigore.® 

>  This  opinion,  or  something  analogous  to  it,  was  held  by  many  of  the  older  phy- 
sicists. (See  Karsten*s  Parmenides,  p.  230.)  Beside  those  whom  Karsten  mentions, 
we  know  that  Hippo  Bheglnas  is  said  to  have  made  ftm  And  earth,  or  heat  and  cold, 
his  first  principles.    (See  Pseudo-Origen.  Philosoph.  c.  16.) 

*  Stobeus,  Eclog.  Phys.  i.  23. 

'  <'Patet  calorem  et  frigus  agentia  rerum  omnium  principia  esse.** — De  Rer.  Nat,  L  3. 

*  ** Calorem  frigusque  incorporeum  esse:  rerum  omnium  principia  tria  esse,  agentes 
naturas  duas  incorporeas  et  quae  illas  suscipit  corpoream  unam,  et  omnis  Ipeam  actionis 
omnisque  expertam  esse  operationis.** — lb,  L  4. 

'*  Materia  sque  ad  calorem  ac  ad  fHgus  suscipiendum  apta  &cta  est**-— /i.  1.  c 
'  *■  Candor  ..  .  .  nequaquam  res  a  calore  s^uncta,  et  alios  a  calore,  sed  si  non  caknr 
ipse  ipsius  certe  species  et  veluti  iSscies  est** —  lb,  I.  1. 

*  $U  in  orig. 

'  '*  Fatet  «...  albedlnem  nee  earn  modo  quae  ....  q«od  sese  assidue  am- 
pliflcat,  et  quaquaversus  effundit  ....  per  se  vlsilis  est,  et  lus  dicitur,  sed  quae 
veluti  torpet  .  .  .  .  et  non  lux  sed  albedo  dicitur  ...  a  solis  calore  in  quibus 
spectatur  rebus  omnibus  inditam,  iiliuaque  spedem  et  veluti  fadem  esse." — lb,  L  8. 

"  The  opposite  to  albedo,  of  which  light  is  the  concentration.  Is  nigredo,  and  this 
is  not  ascribed  by  Telesius  to  cold,  but  to  matter.     "  Nigredo  omaino  •  •  •  cikm 
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Karum  et  Densmn  caloris  et  frigons  texturas  et  yeluti  telas 
esse ;  calorem  yero  et  frigus  eorum  effectores  et  opifices,  den- 
eante  opus  frigore  et  inspissante,  divellente  autem  ealore  et  ex- 
tendente.^  Ex  ejusmodi  texturis  indi  corporibus  dlspositionem 
erga  motum>  yel  habilem  yel  ayersam,  Raris  yidelicet  promptam 
et  babilem,  Densis  torpescentem  et  ayersam.  Itaque  calorem 
per  tenue  motum  excitare  et  peragere,  frigus  per  densum  motum 
compescere  et  sedare.  Qtutre  esse  et  poni  quatuor  naturas 
<x>e88entiale8  atque  conjugatas,  easque  du{dioes,  ordinem  eum 
quern  diximus  ad  inyicem  seryantes  (fons  euim  calor  et  frigus, 
caetene  emanationes) ;  sed  taioen  perpetuo  concomitantes  et 
inseparabiles.  Eas  esse,  Odidum,  Lucidum,  Barum,  Mobile. 
Et  quatuor  rursus  his  oppositas,  Frigidum,  Opacum,  Densum, 
Immobile.  Sedes  yero  et  contignationes  primsB  conjugationis,  in 
caelo,  sideribus,  ao  pr»cipue  in  sole  statui ;  secundse  in  terra.^ 
Coelttm  enim  e  summo  integroque  ealore  et  materia  maxime  ex- 
plicata  esse  calidissimum,  lucidissimum,  tenuissimum,  maxime 
mobile.  Terram  contra>  ex  irigore  integro  et  irrefracto  et 
materia  maxime  contracta,  frigidissimam,  tenebricosissimam, 
densissimam,  penitus  inmiobilem,  ac  summopere  motum  exhor- 
rentem.'  Summitates  yero  cgbU  naturam  suam  integram  atque 
illiBsam  seryare,  diyersitatem  nonnulkm  inter  se  admittentes, 
sed  a  contrarii  yiolentia  et  insultu  penitus  semotas  * :  similem 

.  .  .  calof)  quod  albol  sui  tiatur4  visus  sit  assignari  nequeat,  minos  etiam  frigori, 
qnod  Us  plenunque  inest  entibus  qme  bene  calida  sunt,  superest  ut  materls  assignanda 
sit**— 2>e  BeruM  Nat.  i.  4.  Bacon's  tendency  tbrougliout  is  to  make  tbe  antagonism 
of  beat  and  cold  more  symmetrical  than  it  is  with  Telesius,  who  retains  something  of 
the  Pannenklean  view,  in  which  heat  is  the  active  principle,  and  cold  in  a  manner 
passive,— the  relation  between  them  being  symbolised  by  that  of  the  sexes. 

*  **  Calor  quivis  .  .  .  quae  corripit  ezuperatque  immutare  videtur,  frigus  scilicet 
ex  iis,  cjusqne  facultates  conditionesque  orones  crassitiem,  obscurltatem,  immobill- 
tatem  detnrbare,  et  se  ipsnm  ils  propriasque  facultates  conditionesque  omnes — tenui- 
tatem  albedinem  et  mobilitatem  indere." — lb,  I  1.  But  although  Teleslus  asserts 
'*  calorem  onius  modo  tenuitaUs  opificium  esse,**  —  meaning  that  it  produces  **  crassi- 
ties  "  only  per  acddens,  yet  he  nowhere  says,  I  think,  that  **  mobilitas  **  is  the  result 
of  tenuity  and  not  the  direct  effect  of  the  action  of  heat  (See  De  Rer.  Nat  i.  7.) 
On  the  contrary,  he  says, "  Calorem  sui  naturft  mobilem,  fMgus  contra  immobile  esse  ;*' 
and  again,  that  ''agentes  operantesque  naturae,  calor  niminim  frigusque  moli  cui 
sese  indunt,  unum  prorsus  flunt** — 76.  t  2. 

*  ••  LIceat  .  ,  .  uno  in  sole  et  Stellas  reliqnas  et  universum  intueri  ccelum." —  lb, 
I.  11.  "Omnino  calidos  tennis  candldus  mobilisque  est  soL** — lb.  L  1.  "Nee  vero 
sol  modo^  sed  et  stella  reliquse  omnes  et  coelum  itidem  universum  •  .  .  ab  eadem 
qui  SoA  natura  et  a  ealore  omnino  constltutum  vldetur. *'—/&.  i  3. 

«*  Terra  contra  frigida,  crassa,  immobills,  tenebricoeaque.*'  —  Jb.  I  1 . 

■  •*  Sol,  ccslumqne  universum  .  .  .  propterea  perpetuo  clrcumvolvitur,  quod  Ipsius 
opifex  calor  dreolari  assldne  commotus  motu,  molem  cui  penitus  inflxus  est  .  .  . 
secnm  tgit  Sic  Itidem  et  Terra  immobills  in  sublimi  permanet  .  .  •  quod  fHgus 
a  qoo  constituta  est  .  .   .  nullo  moveri  potest  motu.** — 76.1.2. 

*  ''Sol  fflodo  terraqoe  •  .  nee  fieri  unquam  nee  unquam  Innnutari,  entia  vero 
rellqna  anidue  fieri  asaldaeqae  immutarl  corrumpiqae  videntur.    Fatet  entia  reliqua 
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per  ima  sive  intima  terrse  constantiam  esse;  extrema  tantum, 
ubi  contrariorum  sit  appropinquatio  et  concursus^  laborare,  et 
ab  invicem  pati  et  oppugnari.  Ccelum  itaque  tola  mole  et  sub- 
fitantia  ealidiim,  et  omnis  contrari®  naturse  prorsus  expers,  sed 
insequaliter ;  aliis  partibus  scilicet  magis  calidum,  aliis  minus. 
Stellarum  enim  corpus  intensius  calidum,  interstellare  remissius; 
quin  et^  stellis  ipsis  alias  aliis  ardentiores,  et  ignis  magis  vividi  et 
vibrantis :  ita  tamen  ut  contraria  natura  frigoris^  aut  aliquis  ejus 
gradus^  nunquam  eo  penetret;  recipere  enim  diversitatem  na- 
tune,  contrarietatem  non  recipere.^  Neque  vero  de  calore  aut 
igne  coBlestium^  qui  est  integer  et  nativus,  ex  igne  communi 
judicium  omnino  fieri.  Ignem  enim  nostrum  extra  locum  suiun^ 
trepidum^  contrariis  circumfusum,  indigum^  et  stipem  alimenti, 
ut  conservetur^  emendiQantem^  et  f ugientem  ' ;  at  in  coclo  vero 
locatum,  ab  impetu  alicujus  contrarii  disjunctum^  constantem, 
ex  se  et  similibus  conservatum^  et  proprias  operationes  libere  et 
absque  molestia  peragentem.  Item  coelum  omni  parte  lucidum^ 
sed  secundum  magis  et  minus.  Cum  enim  sint  ex  stellis  notis 
et  numeratis  quae  nisi  coelo  sereno  conspici  non  possint,  atque 
in  galaxia  sint  nodi  minutarum  stellarum  quas  albedinem  quan* 
dam  conjunct®^  non  corpus  lucidum  distinctse  teprsesentent ; 
nemini  dubium  esse  posse,  quin  et  sint  stellse  complures  quoad 
nos  invisibiles ;  atque  adeo  universum  coeli  corpus  luce  prasdi* 
tum  sit,  licet  f ulgore  non  tarn  robusto  et  vibrante,  nee  radiia  tarn 
confertis  et  constipatis,  ut  tanta  spatia  distantiarum  yincere 
queat,  et  ad  nostrum  aspectum  pervenire.^  Ita  rursus  coclum 
universum  ex  substantia  tenui  et  rara,  nil  in  ea  contrusum,  nil 
illibenter  compactum,  sed  tamen  alia  parte  materiam  magis  ex- 

omnia  a  sole  terrain  oppugnante  invertenteque  (repugnante  et  contra  agente  terra) 
effiecta  esse." — De  Rer,  Nat,  i.  11. 

>  So  in  the  original.     We  should  apparently  read  ex  for  et. — J,  S. 

'  "  Una  terra  excepta,  reliquorum  entium  nullum  prorsus  a  frigore,  sed  ...  a 
calore  constituta  sunt  omnia.  .  .  .  Non  sensus  modo,  ratio,  omnium  fere  vcterum 
physicorum  consensus,  sed  divins  etiam  litene  coelum  calidum  testantur.  .  .  Nullum 
porro,  nee  inflma  nee  suprema  cceli  portlo  ad  nos  calorem,  nullamque  emlttere  videtur 
lucem,  quod  in  longe  utraque  tenuisslma  perezilis  inest  calor.**  — De  Rer,  Nat,  i.  3. 

*  **  Flammas,  qus  nutrimento  absumpto  perierunt,  in  non  ens  abilsse  existimare 
non  contingit,  in  summam  proindeque  et  invisilem  tenuitatem  actas,  et  ab  insidente 
calore  sursum  elatas  esse,  esistimandum  est** — lb.  L  1. 

*  "  Eadem  illius  (soils)  stellarumque  et  coeli  universl  natura  conditiones  reliqujs 
omnes,  at  (the  text  is  aut)  hujus  vires,  conditionesque  veliqus,  multce  robustiores 
nobisque  manifestloresque  sunt"  —  76.  1.  1 1 .  **  Lactea  .  .  via  .  .  quia  coell 
portlo  sit  paululo  quid  quam  reliquum  est  magis  conspissata  et  propterea  splendldior 
facta  nulli  dubium  esse  potest" — R>.  i.  3.  Observe  that  nothing  is  said  of  stars  in 
the  Milky  Way.  "  Ab  ipsis  (supremis  et  Inflmis  coeli  portionibus)  lucem  quandam 
emanare,  et  qu«  .  •  .  qulbusdam  anlmalium  generibus  perciplatur,  que  longissima 
Doctu  conflciunt  itinera  declarant'* — lb,  h  c 
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plicatam^  alia  mimis  explicatam  sortiri.^  Postremo^  motum 
codi  eum  inveniri  qui  rei  mazime  mobili  competat,  conversionie 
nimirum  sive  rotatiom&  MotUB  enim  circularis  absque  termino 
est^  et  8ui  gratia.  Motus  in  linea  recta,  ad  terminum  et  ad 
aliquid,  et  tanquam  ut  quiescat.'  Itaque  universum  ccelum 
motu  circulari  ferri,  uec  ullam  ejus  partem  hujus  motus  exper- 
tem  esse ;  sed  tamen  quemadmodum  et  in  calore  et  in  luce  et 
raritate  ooeli  versatur  inaequalitas,  ita  et  in  motu  eandem  notari; 
adeoque  magis  insigniter,  quia  observationem  humanam  magis 
lacessit  et  sustinet,  ut  etiam  calculos  pati  possit.'  Motum  autem 
orbicularem  et  incitatione  differre  posse  et  latione ;  incitatione  *, 
ut  sit  celerior  aut  tardior ;  latione,  ut  sit  in  circulo  perfecto, 
aut  aliquid  habeat  spir»  neque  se  plane  restituat  ad  eundem 
terminum  (nam  linea  spiralis  ex  circulo  et  recta  composita  est). 
Itaque  htec  ipsa  ccelo  accidere,  varietatem  nempe  incitationis,  et 
deflexionem  a  restitutione,  sive  spiralitatem.'  Nam  et  stellae 
inerrantes  et  pianette  impariter  properant ;  et  planetse  evidenter 
a  tropico  in  tropicum  deflectimt;  atque  quo  sublimiora  coelestia 
sunt,  eo  et  majorem  incitationem  soriiuntur,  et  propiorem  spiram. 
Nam  si  pbsenomena  simpliciter  atque  ut  conspiciuntur  accipi- 
ftntur,  et  ponatur  motus  diumus  unus  naturalis  et  simplex  in 
coelestibus,  et  formositas  ilia  mathematica  (ut  motus  reducantur 
ad  circulos  perfectos)  contemnatur,  et  recipiantur  lineae  spirales, 
et  contrarietates  ilks  motuum  in  consecutione  ab  oriente  in  oc- 
ddentem  (quem  Tocant  primi  mobilis),  et  rursus  ab  occidente  in 
orientem  (quem  vocant  motiun  propriimi  planetarum)  redigan- 
tur  in  unum,  salvBndo  dilFerentiam  temporis  in  restitutione  per 
prsefestinationem  et  derelictionem,  et  diversam  politatem  zodiaci 
per  spiras;  manifestum  est,  hoc  quod  diximus  evenire :  exem- 

I  <•  Summa  uDivenum  (coeluro)  tenolUte  summaque  donatum  esse  albedine,  lux 
.   .   .   nanifeste  declarat"—  Dt  Rer,  Nat  1.  8. 

'  Telcsius  gives  no  other  reasoD  than  the  following.  «  Sol,  columque  uniYenum 
proyterea  perpetuo  drcumvolvitur,  quod  ipaius  opifex  calor  circulari  assidue  commotus 
motu  moiem  cui  penitus  inflxus  est .  .  tecum  agit" — lb.  i.  2.  The  motions  of  the 
heavens  and  their  construction  he  afterwards  seeks  to  explain  on  teleological  grounds 
which  Bacon  does  not  notice,  but  which  are  a  prominent  part  of  Telesius's  system. 
See  De  Ber,  NatL  9.  10.,«nd  comp.  the  physiological  speculations  in  the  sixth  book. 

■  Telesius  does  not  attempt  to  connect  the  inequality  of  heat  with  that  of  motion, 
declaring^*' non  modnm,  quo  quails  est,  constructus  sit  mundus,  sed  cur  ita  con- 
struendus  Aierit,  et  cur  quibus  ccDlum  movetur  motlbus  lis  mover!  oportuerit,  in- 
quirendum esse.** — lb.  1.  9. 

*  In  the  original  et  is  repeated  before  ineUatione.  —  /.  S, 

*  Telesius  says  that  the  special  hypotheses  of  astronomy  are  foreign  to  his  purpose; 
his  leaning  is  however  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  here  ascribed  to  him,  and  which  we 
know  (Vom  Tassoni  was  adopted  by  his  disciples.  See  the  preface  to  the  Deteriptio 
Globi  ImUUteL  and  Dt  Rer.  Nat,  ubi  moda 
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pli  gratia^  ut  luna,  qute  est  planetanun  infima,  incedat  et  tar- 
diflsime  et  per  spiras  maxime  raras  et  hiantes.  Atque  talis 
qufedam  natora  portionis  illius  codi  qu»  fit  (propter  distantiam 
a  contrario)  firma  et  perpetua^  huic  sect®  videri  possit.  Utmm 
▼ero  yeteres  terminos  servant  Telesius,  ut  talia  esse  putaret 
qus&cunque  supra  lunam  collocantur,  cum  luna  ipsa,  an  altius 
vim  inimicam  adscendere  posse,  perspicue  non  ponit  At 
terras  (qu»  est  opposite  natorse  contignatio  et  sedes)  por- 
tionem  itidem  maximam  intemeratam  et  inconcussam  statuit, 
et  quo  ooelestia  non  penetrent  Earn  ^  vero  quails  sit,  non  esse 
cur  inquiratur,  ait.  Sat  esse  ut  quatuor  illis  naturis^  frigid!* 
tate,  opacitate^  densitate,  et  quiete,  iisque  absolutas  et  nullate- 
nus  imminutis,  dotata  judicetur.  Partem  autem  terras  versus 
superficiem  ejus,  veluti  quendam  corticem  aut  incrustationem, 
generationi  rerum  assignat  ^ ;  omniaque  entia  qu»  nobis  quovis 
modo  innotuerunt,  etiam  ponderosissima,  durissima,  et  altissime 
demersa,  metalla,  lapides,  mare,  ex  terra  per  calorem  coeli  aliqua 
ex  parte  versa  et  subacta,  et  quss  nonnihil  caloris,  radiationis, 
tenuitatis,  et  mobilitatis  jam  conceperit,  et  denique  ex  media 
inter  solem  et  terram  puram  natura  participet,  consistere.' 
Itaque  necesse  est,  ut  terra  ilia  pura  infra  prof undissima.  maris, 
minerarum  \  et  omnis  generati  deprimatur ;  et  a  terra  ilia  pura 
usque  ad  lunam,  aut  altiora  fortasse,  media  qusdam  natura 
ex  temperamentis  et  refractionibus  coeli  et  terras  collocetur. 
Postquam  autem  interiora  utriusque  regni  satis  muniisset, 
expeditionem  et  bellum  molitur.  Nam  in  spatiis  illis  intra 
extlma  coeli  et  intima  terras,  omnem  tumultum  et  conflictum 
et  tartarismum  inveniri,  ut  fit  in  imperils,  in  quibus  illud 
usuvenit,  ut  fines  incursionibus  et  violentiis  infestentur,  dum 
interiores  provincias  secura  pace  fruuntur.  Has  itaque  naturas 
et  earum  concretiones,  sese  assidue  generandi  et  muldplicandi 
et  quaquaversus  offundendi,  et  molem  materias  universam  oc- 
cupandi,  et  sese  mutuo  oppugnandi  et  invadendi,  et  propriis 

'  So  in  the  original ;  a  mistake  apparently  for  ea,  — J,  S, 

'  '*  Eztrema  tantum  utriusque  (coeli  et  teme)  portlo  (siquidem  et  extremi  hujus  coeli 
pan  ulla  in  aliud  unquam  agitur  ens)  in  entia.  In  quse  assldud  agl  videtur,  immutari 
possit :  reliqua  utriusque  moles  in  propria  servari  queat  natunL*' — De  Rer,  NtU,  i.  10. 

'  **  Non  perpetuo  agit  Sol,  sed  agere  interdum  cessat,  et  dum  agit  non  iisdem  per- 
pctuo  sed  aliis  atque  allis  agit  viribus :  .  .  .  non  quotidiano  tantiim  .  .  .  agit 
calore.  .  . ,  sed  eo  insuper  .  .  .  quera  Jam  dlu  tenis  indidit  atque  indlt  .... 
Robustior  foetus  soils  calor,  strcnud  supremam  terrae  portionem  emolUt  laxatque,  et 

strenud  prseexlstentem  el  calorem  fovet materiam  nactus  longe  minus 

repugnantem.*' —  76.  i.  13. 

*  mtnennem  in  tbe  original.  —  J,  & 
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se  sedibus  detiirbandi  et  ejicicndi,  et  sese  in  iis  constltuendi^ 
pneterea  et  alterius  nature  vim  et  actiones^  et  proprias  etiam^ 
percipiendi  et  prehendendi,  et  ex  hujusmodi  perceptione  se 
movendi  et  accommodandi^  appetitum  et  facultatem  habere; 
atque  ex  ista  decertatione,  omnium  entium  atque  omnis  actionis 
et  virtutiB  varietatem  deduci.'  Yidetur  tamen  alicubi,  licet 
litubanter  et  strictim^  aliquid  dotis  materiss  impertiri ;  prime 
ut  non  augeatur  nee  minuatur  per  formas  et  activa  entia^  sed 
8umma  umverBali  constet':  deinde  ut  motus  gravitatis  sive 
descensus  ad  illam  referatur^;  etiam  quiddam  de  nigredine 
materis  injicit^  lUud  autem  perspicue;  calorem  et  frigus 
eadem  vi  et  copia5  in  materia  explicata  vires  remittere^  in 
complicata  intendere,  cum  mensuram  non  suam  sed  materia^ 
impleant.^  Modum  vero  excogitat  atque  explicat  Telesius^ 
quo  ex  hoc  certamine  et  lucta  induci  atque  expediri  possit  tam 
foecunda  et  multiplex  entium  generatio.  Ac  primo  cavet  terne, 
inferiori  scilicet  principio^  ac  ostendit  quid  in  causa  sit  cur  a 
sole  terra  jampridem  destructa  et  absorpta  non  sit^  nee  in 
futurum  esse  possit.®  Caput  huic  rei  distantiam  ponit  terra;  a 
stellis  fixis  immensam^  a  sole  ipso  satis  magnam,  et  qualis  esse 
debeat,  bene  mensuratam.  Secundo,  declinationem  radiorum 
aolis  a  perpendiculo^  habito  respectu  ad  partes  terrae  diversas ; 
quod  videlicet  supra  majorem  partem  terras  sol  nunquam  sit 
in  vertice^  aut  incidentia  radiorum  perpendicularis ;  adeo  ut 

*  **  A  sole  porro  terrain  oppugnante,  ^usque  naturam  et  conditlones  rellquas  dettir- 
bante,  Buasque  indente,  tot  Interea  adeoqae  diversa  constituuntur  entia :  .  .  .  Soils 
tempque  yiret  longd  ampllssims  sunt  .  .  .  et  dum  alterac  altens  oppugnant  et  ad 
latemedoDem  agunt,  nequaquam  stertunt  nihilque  contra  agunt  alteram,  sed  strenud 
repugnant,  et  dum  non  penltus  pereunt  contrarias  et  ips«  oppugnant  obladuntque  et 
imroinuunt.'* — De  Rer,  Nat,  i.  14. 

'  **  Materle  molem  neque  mlnui  neque  augeri  unquam." — Th.  1.  6. 

*  "Communis  ipsonim  omnium  (crassiorum  entium)  delapsus  .  .  •  moll  as- 
signandus  est** — A,  L  4  The  reason  being,  that  it  cannot  be  assigned  to  heat  which 
tends  upwards,  nor  to  cold  which  tends  to  inunobiUtjr. 

*  See  above,  p.  94.  n.  8.     [The  original  has  %ngred&ne,—J,  S."] 

*  ^  Quam  .  .  •  molls  portlonem  sortitus  est  calor  penltus  illam  is  subllt  universam. 
.  .  .  Calorl  frigorique  illam  ut  libet  effingendl  disponendique,  non  et  efficiendi  et 
▼eluti  noYam  creandi,  donata  est  vis.*' — lb.  L  5. 

*  The  tenth  chapter  of  Teleslus's  first  book  is  teleological.  «•  Summa  Dei  bonitas 
...  ens  nullum  .  .  .  perdi  velit**  For  the  preservation  of  the  universe  and  the 
bakmce  of  heat  and  cold,  the  earth  is  put  in  the  middle  point  of  the  heavens.  The 
heavens  and  the  earth  are  both  spherical -7- the  former  according  to  the  firee  and 
uniform  motion  of  the  different  orbs,  and  the  latter  that  half  of  It  may  always  be 
exposed  to  the  sun*s  influence.  If  the  earth  were  larger  and  not  in  the  centre  of  the 
universe,  the  power  of  cold  would  predominate  and  destroy  the  lower  part  of  heaven. 
For  the  security  of  the  earth,— the  density  and  heat  of  the  heavens  are  not  uniform, 
and  both  sun  and  stars  are  at  a  great  distance ;  and  the  oblique  and  unequal  motion 
of  the  sun  prevents  his  remaining  too  long  over  any  part  of  the  earth's  surface.  All 
this  agrees  tolerably  well  with  Bacon's  account  of  it,  but  to  his  fifth  reason  I  do  not 
find  anything  corresponding  in  the  text. 
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univerBum  terrs3  globum  vigore  aliquo  caloris  notabili  nunquam 
occupet.  Tertio,  obliquitatem  motus  solis  in  transcursu  per 
zodiacum^  habito  respectu  ad  easdem  terrsB  partes ;  unde  ealor 
solis  in  qualicunque  vigore  non  assiduo  ingeminatur,  sed  per 
intervalla  majora  redit.  Quarto,  celeritatem  solis  respectu 
motus  diurni»  qui  tantum  ambitum  tarn  exiguo  temporis  spatio 
conficit ;  unde  minor  mora  caloris,  neque  momentum  aliquod 
temporis  in  quo  calor  constet.  Quinto,  continuationem  cor- 
porum  inter  solem  et  terram,  quod  sol  non  per  vacuum  integras 
caloris  demittat  vires,  sed  per  tot  corpora  renitentia  perme- 
ans,  et  cum  singulis  satagens  et  dimicans,  in  immensum  lan- 
gueat  et  enervetur;  tanto  magis  quod  quo  longius  procedat 
atque  debilior  evadat,  eo  corpora  inveniat  magis  inobsequentia ; 
maxime  omnium,  postquam  ad  terr»  superficiem  ventum  est, 
ubi  videtur  non  solum  renitentia,  sed  plane  qusedam  repulsio. 
Processum  vero  immutationis  talem  assent.  Bellum  plane 
inexpiabile  atque  intemecivum  esse;  neque  contrarias  istas 
naturas  ullo  symbolo  convenire,  neque  per  tertiam,  praeter- 
qua<n  hylen.  Itaque  utramque  naturam  hoc  ipsum  appetere, 
niti,  contendere,  ut  alteram  plane  perdat,  se'que  solam  et  suam 
materise  indat ;  ut  sit  solis  opus  (quod  perspicue  et  saepe  dicit) 
plane  terram  vertere  in  solem ;  et  vicissim  opus  terrse,  solem 
vertere  in  terram^ ;  neque  hoc  officere  quin  omnia  certo  ordi- 
ne,  definitis  temporibus,  et  justis  mensuris  fiant;  atque  actio 
quaeque  ciLrsu  debito  incipiat,  moliatur,  vigeat,  languoat, 
cesset  Quod  tamen  per  leges  foederis  aut  concordia^  uUas 
non  fieri,  sed  omnino  per  impotentiam:  onme  enim  plus  et 
minus  in  virtute  et  actione,  non  ab  intensionis  moderamine 
(quad  integrum  quiddam  concupiscit),  sed  ab  oppositaB  naturad 
ictu  et  fraeno  esse.  Operationis  diversitatem  et  multiplicitatem 
atque  etiam  perplexitatem  omnino  propter  unum  ex  tribus 
istis  evenire ;  vim  caloris,  dispositionem  materiae,  modum  sub- 
actionis ;  qxm  tamen  tria  nexu  quodam  inter  se  implicantur, 
atque  sibi  ipsis  ooncausad  sunt.  Calorem  ipsum,  vi,  copia, 
mora,  medio,  successione  differre:  successionem  vero  ipsam 
in  plurimis  variari ;  accedentia,  recedentia ;  sive  intensione,  re* 
missione;  saltu,  gradu,  reditu;  sive  repetitione  per  majora  aut 


>  **CBlorein  in  terram  sol  emittens  .  .  .  quas  ejus  portiones  exaperat,  .  .  . 
ipsum  ...  in  Ignem,  ipsam  scilicet  in  ccelum,  solemque  agit  in  ipsum.  ...  Si 
integrum,  robustumque,  et  dlutumum  adsit  frigus,  qus  corripit .  .  .  ipsam  in  terram 
ea  acturum  sit  omnia."  ^/>e  Her,  Na4,  I  1, 
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minora  intervalla;  atque  hujusmodi  alterationibus.  Calores 
itaque  prorsus  vi  et  natura  longe  diversissimos  esse^  prout 
pnriores  vel  impurioreSy  habita  ratione  ad  primum  fontem 
(solem  videlicet),  facti  sint.  Neque  calorem  omnem  calorem 
fovere;  sed  postquam  gradibus  bene  multis  ad  invicem  distent, 
fle  mutuo  non  minus  quam  frigora  perimere  ac  perdere,  et 
proprias  actiones  agere,  et  alterius  actionibus  adversari  atque 
opponi ;  ut  minores  calores  ad  multo  majores  constituat  Telesius 
tanquam  proditores  et  perfugas,  et  cum  frigore  conspirantes.^ 
Itaque  yividum  ilium  calorem  qui  in  igne  est  et  vibratur, 
ezilem  iUum  calorem  qui  in  aqua  serpit  omnino  interimere; 
atque  similiter  calorem  pnetematuralem  humorum  putridorum, 
in  corpore  himiano,  calorem  naturalem  sufibcare  et  ex8tin« 
guere.  Copiam  yero  caloris  plurimum  interesse,  manifestius 
esse  quam  ut  explicatione  egeat.  Keque  enim  unam  aut  al- 
teram ignis  prunam  seque  vehementer  ac  multas  coacervatas 
calefacere ;  maxime  autem  insigniter  copiae  caloris  effectum 
demonstrari  in  multiplicatione  caloris  solis,  per  reflexionem 
radiorum ;  numerus  enim  radiorum  conduplicatur  per  reflexio- 
nem simplicem,  multiplicatur  per  variam.  Copi»  caloris  vero 
debet  adscribi  vel  addi  et  unio,  quod  etiam  obliquitate  et 
perpendiculo  radiorum  optime  ostenditur,  cum  quo  propius  et 
ad  acutiores  angulos  radius  directus  et  reflexus  coeat,  eo  va- 
lidiorem  caloris  ictum  jaciat.  Quin  et  sol  ipse,  cum  inter 
majores  illos  et  robustiores  stellarum  fixarum  ignes,  Begulum, 
Caniculmn,  Spicam,  versatur,  valentiores  fervores  efflat  Mo- 
ram  vero  caloris  evidentissime  maximi  momenti  operationem 
esse ;  cum  omnes  virtutes  naturales  tempora  colant,  observent ; 
ut  ad  vires  actuandas  tempus  requiratur  nonnuUum,  ad  robo- 
randas  bene  multum.  Itaque  moram  caloris  calorem  aequalem 
in  progressivam  et  insequalem  convertere,  quia  calor  et  ante- 
cedens  et  subsequens  simul  conjugantur;  id  et  in  fervoribus 
autumnalibus,  quia  fervoribus  solstitialibus,  et  in  horis  sestivis 
pomeridianis,  quia  horis  ipsis  meridianis  ardentiores  sentiuntur, 
manifestum  esse ;  etiam  in  frigidioribus  regionibus  debilitatem 
caloris,  mora  et  longitudine  dierum  ffistivis  temporibus  quan- 
doque  compensari.     At  medii  potentiam  et  efficaciam  in  calore 


>  **  Quis  enim  calldornni  entlum  longe  dlvenisslmas  etce  vires,  et  calida  quie  sunt, 
sese  matuo  avenarl  aufugereque,  et  mutuo  sese  oppugnare  interimereque,  calores 
tdlicet  divenls  donatoa  TiribOB,  sese  mutuo  oppugnare  comunpereqae  non  poclpit?" 
^DtRer.  Nat.\,  13. 
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deferendo  insignem  esse.  Hinc  enim  tempestatum  temperiem 
magnopere  variam^  ut  coelum  indicibili  inconstantia  per  dies 
asstivos  algidum  nonnihil^  per  dies  hiemales  sudtun  quandoque 
inyeniatur;  sole  interim  iter  suum  et  epatia  sua  constanter 
ct  legitime  servante.  Etiam  segetes  et  uvas  flantibus  anstris  et 
coelo  nubiloso  magis  mutari.  Atque  omnem  coeHi  secundum 
yarias  annorum  revolutiones  dispositionem  et  ezcretionem, 
aliquando  pestilentem  et  morbidam,  aliquando  salubrem'et 
amicam,  hinc  causam  et  originem  sumere ;  medio  scilicet  aere 
variante,  qua3  dispositionem  ex  ipsa  yicissitudine  et  alteratione 
tempestatum  diversam,  longa  fortasse  serie,  colligit*  Succes- 
sionis  vero  caloris  atque  ordinis  quo  calor  calorem  consequitur, 
ut  multiplicem  ration^m^  ita  summam  virtutem  esse.  Neque 
solem  tarn  numerosam  et  prolificam  generationem  educere  po- 
tuisse,  nisi  corporis  solis  moventis  configuratio  versus  terram 
et  terrsd  partes  plurimsB  insqualitatis  et  variationis  particeps 
esset  Nam  et  circulariter  movetur  sol^  et  rapide  et  ex  oblique, 
ct  se  retexit^  ut  et  absens  sit  et  prcesens,  et  propior  et  remotior, 
et  magis  ex  perpendiculo  et  magis  ex  obliquo^  et  citius  rediens 
et  tardiusi  neque  ullo  temporis  memento  calor  emanans  a  sole 
sibi  constet,  neque  brevi  intervallo  usquain  (nisi  sub  ipsis 
tropicis)  se  restituat;  ut  tanta  variatio  generantis  cum  tanta 
varietate  generati  optime  oonveniat.  Cui  addi  posse  medii  sive 
vchiculi  naturam  diversissimam.  Csetera  quoque  quas  de  in- 
sequalitate  et  gradibus  caloris  unici  dicta  sunt»  posse  ad  vicis- 
situdines  et  varietates  successionis  in  caloribus  diversis  referri. 
Itaque  Aristotelem  non  male  generationem  et  corruptionem 
rerum  obliquse  vise  solis  attribuisse,  eamque  ut  efBcientem 
causam  earum  con8tituisse^  si  libidine  pronuntiandi  et  arbitrum 
natura;  so  gerendi,  ct  res  ad  placitum  suum  distinguendi  et 
concinnandi,  recte  inventum  non  corrupisset.  Ilium  enim  et 
generationem  et  corruptionem  (qu®  nunquam  prorsus  privativa, 
sed  generationis  alterius  prsegnans  est)  insequalitati  caloris  solis 
secundum  totum,  hoc  est,  accedentia)  et  recedentise  solis  con- 
junctim,  non  generationem  accedentiae,  corruptionem  recedentiie 
divisim,  assignare  debuisse ;  quod  pinguiter  et  ex  vulgi  fere 
judicio  fecit.'*     Quod    si  cui  mirum   videatur,  generationem 

\  "Efflclentem  rerum  causam  .  .  .  pcrperam  (ab  Aristotele)  oblique  soils  latlonl 
aasignataro.  Obllqua  latio  non  aliud  agit  qulcquaro,  sed  tantum  ut  Sol  magis  ml- 
nusve  directus  flat**— .i7«  Rer,  Nat.  iv.  2. 

•  ••  Solem  accedentem  generationis  causam  non  case,  nee  recedentem  corrapUonls, 
ut  AristoteU  placet." 
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rerum  soli  attribui ;  cum  sol  ignis  esse  asseratur  et  supponatur^ 
ignis  autem  nil  generet;  id  leviter  objici.  Somnium  enim 
plane  esse  illud  de  heterogenia  calorum  solis  et  ignis.  Infinitas 
enim  esse  operationes,  in  quibus  actio  solis  et  actio  ignis  con- 
veniant;  ut  in  maturatione  fructuum^  conseryatione  plantarum 
tenerarum  et  clementiae  coeli  assuetarmn  in  regionibus  frigidis, 
ezclusione  OYorum,  restitutione  urinarum  ad  claritatem  (calorem 
enim  solis  et  animalis  conjungimus)5  resuscitatione  animalcu- 
lorum  frigore  obrigentium,  evocatione  rorum '  et  yaporum^  et 
id  genus.'  Sed  nihilominus  ignem  nostrum  malum  mimum 
esse^  nee  solis  actiones  bene  imitari  aut  prope  attingere ;  cum 
solis  calor  tribus  dotatus  sit  proprietatibus^  quas  ignis  com- 
munis aegre  ullo  artificio  repraraentare  possit.'  Primo,  quod 
sit  ob  distantiam  gradu  ipso  minor  et  blandior;  hoc  vero 
ejusmodi  esse,  ut  aliquo  modo  ooquiparari  possit ;  caloris  enim 
talis  modus  magis  incognitus  est  quam  imparabilis.  Secundo^ 
quod  per  tot  et  talia  media  fluens  et  gliscens  dissimularem 
quandam  et  generativam  vim  mutuetur  et  obtineat ;  maxime 
vero  quod  tam  regular!  inasqualitate  augeatur,  minuatur,  acce- 
dat>  recedat^  nunquam  yero  subsultorie  aut  praecipitanter  sibi 
succedat  Quae  duo  postrema  ab  igne  fere  sunt  inimitabilia, 
licet  industria  perspicaci  et  perpensa  res  proyehi  possit.  Atque 
hujusmodi  qusedam  de  diyersitate  calorum  a  Telesio  dicuntur. 

Frigidi  autem^  contrarii  nempe  principii,  atque  dispensatio- 
nis  ejus  yix  meminit  ^ ;  nisi  forte  quas  de  dispositione  materiao 
jam  sccundo  loco  dicentur,  ea  huic  rei  satisfacere  posse  puta- 
yerit;  quod  tomen  facere  non  debuit,  quandoquidem  frigus 
nullo  modo  priyationem  caloris,  sed  omnino  principium  acti- 
Yiun,  caloris  aemulum  et  tanquam  competitorem,  yideri  yoluit. 
Quae  autem  de  materia^  dispositione  disseruit,  eo  pertinent  ut 
ostendant  quomodo  materia  a  calore  patiatur  et  subigatur  et 
yertatur,  missa  firigoris  mentione  aut  cura.  De  frigore  autem 
(nos  enim  in  omnium  inyentis  summa  cum  fide,  et  tanquam 

'  eorum  in  the  original.  —  J,  S, 

'  *'Ignenni  calorem  ab  animaUam  solisque  calore  dlTersum  non  esse.**— 27e  Rer, 
Nat  ▼!.  20.  Telesius  gives  some  instances  in  proof  of  this  assertion :  Bacon*s  how- 
ever are  for  the  most  part  his  own. 

'  **  Kon  igitnr  ad  animalinm  plantaniraque  generatlonem  ineptiis  est  ignis,  quod 
ejos  calor  ab  animalium  et  a  coelesti  calore  diversus  sit,  sed  quod  nlmls  est  vehemens." 
— ./6.  vl  20. 

•  •*  Nostrorum  entium  nullum  prorsus  a  fWgore,  sed  eorum  quodvis  a  calore  constt- 
tutum  est,  et  vel  suprema  feme  portio  incalidum  acta  est  ens." — lb  A,  16. ;  a  passage 
which  suggests  the  remark  I  have  already  made,  that  Telesius  did  not  regard  heat  and 
cold  as  equally  active  principles.     Compare  ii.  23.  throughout. 

H  4 
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faventes^  yersamur)  hujusmodi  qiuedam  dicere  potuit  Sedem 
frigidi  immotam  et  fixam  ad  stnicturam  caloris  mobilem  et 
versatilem  optime  convenire ;  tanquam  incudem  ad  malleum. 
Nam  si  utrumque  principium  yarietatem  et  alterationem  ha* 
buisset^  genuissent  proculdubio  entia  horaria  et  momentanea. 
Etiam  immensas  regiones  calidi  (coelum  scilicet),  compacta 
natura  globi  terrse  et  circumjacentium  nonnihil  compensari; 
cum  non  spatia,  sed  copia  materise  in  spatiis  spectetur ;  frigidi 
yero  Daturam,  yirtutes,  et  rationes,  merito  aut  silentio  praeteriri 
aut  breyi  sermone  transmitti  debere,  cum  nil  certi  et  explorati 
de  eo  haberi  possit  per  experientiam.  Habemus  enim  ignem 
communem,  tanquam  soils  yicarium,  qui  caloris  naturam  mani- 
festet  At  frigidi  telluris  nulla  est  substitution  qusB  in  manu 
hominis  sit  et  adhibeatur  prassto  ad  experimentum.  Etenim 
illos  horrores  et  rigores  frigidi  qui  ex  globo  et  ambitu  teme 
hiemalibus  temporibus  et  in  regionibus  frigidissimis  exspirant 
in  aerem,  tepores  plane  et  balnea  esse,  prsB  natura  primi  fri- 
gidi in  yisceribus  terr»  inclusi ;  ut  frigus  illud  cujus  homi- 
nes sensum  et  potestatem  habeant,  simile  quiddam  sit,  ac  si 
calorem  nullum  alium  haberent,  prseter  eum  qui  a  sole  testi- 
yis  diebus  et  in  calidis  regionibus  emanat ;  qui  ad  ignes  for- 
nacis  ardentis  coUatus,  refrigerium  quoddam  censeri  possit* 
Sed  in  iis  quss  subdititia  sunt  minus  morandum.  .Viden- 
dum  igitur  deinceps,  qualia  sint  ea  quae  a  Telesio  dicuntur 
circa  dispositionem  materia^,  in  quam  calor  agat;  cujus  ea 
est  yis,  ut  actionem  ipsam  caloris  promoyeat,  impediat,  immu- 
tet.  Ejus  ratio  quadruplex.  Prima  differentia  sumitur  ex 
calore  prasinexistente  aut  non  praeinexistente.^  Secunda,  ex 
copia  aut  paucitate  materiae.^  Tertia,  ex  gradibus  subactionis.' 
Quarta,  ex  clausura  yel  apertura  corporis  subactL^  Quod  ad 
primam  attinet,  supponit  Telesius  in  omnibus  entibus  quao^ 
nobis  cognita  sunt  subesse  atque  latitare  calorem  nonnullum, 
licet  ad  tactum  minime  deprehendatur,  qui  calor  cum  noyo  aut 
superyeniente  calore  conjungitur ;  quin  et  ipse  ab  eodem  ad- 
yentitio  calore  ad  actiones  suas  peragendas  etiam  in  proprio 
modulo  excitatur  atque  incenditur.  Hujus  rei  argumentum 
esse  insigne,  quod  nullum  scilicet  sit  ex  entibus,  non  metaUum^ 

'  See  above  [p.  98.  note  3.]. 

*  *'Materis  dispositiones  .  .    .     juxta  ezpansionis  constricUonisque  dlvenltatem 
expendendas  ease.**— De  Rer.  Nai.  I.  19. 

*  lb.  L  20.  paflslm. 

*  Tbis  difference  U  not  stated  by  Tdeaius,  tbou^h  it  may  be  presumed  that  it  bad 
occurred  to  bim. 
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non   lapis,  non  aqua,  non  aer,  quod  non  ex  attactu  atque 
etiam  ab  admotione  ignis  aut  corporis  calidi  calescat.^     Quod 
factum  iri  yerisimile  non  est,  nisi  calor  prasinexistens  et  latens 
pneparatio  qua^am  esset  ad  calorem  novum  et  manifestmn. 
£tiam  illud  magis  et  minus,  nempe  facilitatem  aut  tarditatem 
in  calore  concipiendo,  quod  in  entibus  invenitur,  secundum 
modum  caloris  prseinexistentis  competere.     Aerem  enim  parvo 
calore  tepescere,  atque  eo  qui  in  corpore  aquaa  non  percipiatur 
sed  sensum  fugiat    Etiam  aquam  cilius  tepescere,  quam  lapi- 
dem  aut  metallum  aut  vitrum.     Nam  quod  aliquod  ex  istis, 
metallum  scilicet  aut  lapis,  citius  tepescere  yideatur  quam 
aqua,  id  tantum  in  superficie  fieri,  non  in  profundo ;  quia  cor- 
pora consistentia  minus  communicabilia  sunt  in  partibus  suis, 
quam  liquida.     Itaque  extima  metalli  citius  calefieri  quam  ex- 
tima  aquas,  universam  autem  molem  tardius.    Secunda  differen- 
tia ponitur  in  ooacervatione  et  exporrectione  materias.     Ea  si 
densa  fuerit,  fit  ut  caloris  vires  magis  uniantur,  et  per  unionem 
magis  augeantur  et  intendantur;   contra,  si  laxior  fuerit,  ut 
magis  disgregentur,  et  per  disgregationem  magis  minuantur  et 
eneirentur.     Itaque  fortiorem  esse  calorem  metallorum  ignito- 
mm  quam  aquas  ferventis,  etiam  quam  fiammas  ipsius,  nisi 
quod  flamma  per  tenuitatem  magis  subintret.     Nam  fiammam 
carbonum  rive  lignorum,  nisi  flatu  excitetur,  ut  per  motum 
&ciliu8  impellatur  et  penetret,  non  admodum  furere ;  quin  et 
nonnullas  fiammas  (qualis  est  spiritus  vini  infiammati,  prae- 
sertim  in  exigua  quantitate  et  dispersa)  adeo  lenis  caloris  esse, 
ut  ad  manum  fere  toleretur.     Tertia  differentia,  quas  sumitur 
ex  subactione  materias,  multiplex  est ;  gradus  enim  subactionis 
memorantur  ab  eo  quasi  septem  ^ ;  quorum  primus  est  Lentor, 

*  The  notion  of  heat  latent  in  all  bodies,  inexistens  calor,  is  frequent  In  Teleslus ; 
as  in  the  passage  quoted  above,  p,  98.,  from  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  the  first  book, 
and  as  in  the  nineteenth,  where  it  is  said,  **  Coroprimendi  (calori)  nimtrum  ut  cedant 

flectantorque  et  fluant inexistens  pnestat  calor  qui,  si  non   propria  vl, 

at  comprimentis  ope  usus,  Ulam  commovet ; "  where  111am,  I  believe,  refers  to  the 
words  *'mateTie  expanslo,"  contained  in  the  clause  I  have  omitted.  But  I  have  not 
found  the  argument  by  which  Bacon  goes  on  to  support  this  doctrine,  which  would 
natmaUy  have  occurred  In  the  twenty-third  chapter  of  the  second  book,  in  which 
Teleslus  seeks  to  show  that  all  the  elements  except  earth  bear  traces  of  having  been 
generated  by  heat 

'  Only  six.  **  Insignes  crassltlel  ad  tenuitatem  progredlentes  immutationes,  len« 
tow™,  roolUtiero,  vlscositatcm,  fluorem,  vaporem  esse."  After  describing  these  five 
<I«8Ttes,  Telesios  goes  on  at  once  to  say :  *<  Sextum  verum  atque  extremura  (spatlum 
^^^^cupat)  tenultas,  quae  scilicet  non  tactum  modo  sed  quantumvis  in  se  Ipsa  coacta 
visum  etiam,  quod  vapores  non  fadunt,  penitus  lateat  et  quantavis  facta  lucem  nihil 
InmifaiQit  fcedatve  usquam,  ut  a  vaporlbus  s^ungenda  ideo  sit  et  ccelo  ex  universe 
ioecse  videtur.**—  2>e  Ber,  Nat  L  20.  m^hence  it  seems  that  air  is  included  among 
^▼•powt. 
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qui  est  dispositio  materia^  exhibens  corpus  ad  majorem  yio- 
lentiam  nonnihil  obsequens,  et  compressionis  et  praecipue  ex- 
tensionis  patien?^  flexibile '  denique  aut  ductile.  Secoodiis, 
Mollities^  cum  majore  violentia  nil  opus  est,  sed  corpus  etiam 
levi  impulsione  atque  ad  tactum  ipsum  sive  manum  cedit^ 
absque  evident!  renitentia.  Tertia,  Yiscositas  sive  Tenacitas^ 
quae  est  principium  quoddam  fluoris.  Videtur  enim  corpus 
viscosum  ad  contactum  et  complexum  alterius  corporis  incipere 
fluere  et  continuari,  nee  se  ipso  finiri,  licet  sponte  et  ex  sese 
non  fluat;  fluidum  enim  sui  sequax  estj  viscosum  alterius 
magis.  Quarta,  ipse  fluor,  cum  corpus  spiritus  interioris  par* 
ticeps  in  motu  versatur  libens,  et  seipeum  sequitur,  atque  flsgre 
definitur  aut  consistit.  Quinta,  Vapor,  cum  corpus  attenuatur 
in  intactile,  quod  etiam  majore  cum  agilitate  et  mobilitate 
cedit,  fluit,  undulat,  trepidat.  Sexta,  Halitus,  qui  vapor  est 
quidam  magis  coctus  et  maturus,  et  ad  igneam  naturam  reci- 
piendam  subactus.  Septima,  aer  ipse;  aerem  autem  contendit 
Telesius  omnino  calore  native,  neque  eo  parvo  aut  impotent!, 
prseditum  esse;  quod  etiam  in  frigidissimis  regionibus  aer 
nunquam  congelatur  aut  concrescit.  Etiam  illud  evidenti  in« 
dicio  esse,  aerem  in  natura  propria  calidum  esse,  quod  omnia 
aer  clausus,  et  ab  universitate  aeris  divulsus,  et  sibi  permissus, 
teporem  manifeste  colligit ;  ut  in  lana  et  rebus  fibrosis.  Etiam 
in  locis  clausis  et  angustis,  aerem  ad  respirationem  sentiri 
quodam  modo  suffocativum,  quod  a  calido  est.  Atque  hiec 
propterea  fieri,  quod  aer  clausus  sua  natura  uti  incipiat,  cum 
aer  foras  et  sub  dio  refrigeretur  a  frigore,  quod  globus  teme 
perpetuo  emittit  et  efilat.  Quin  etiam  aerem  nostrum  commu- 
nem  tenui  quadam  ccelestium  dote  insigniri,  cmn  habeat  non- 
nihU  in  se  lucis ;  quod  ex  visu  animalium,  quaB  noctu  et  in 
locis  obscuris  cemere  possunt,  ostenditur.'  Atque  talis  est 
Telesio  dispositionis  material  series,  in  mediis  videlicet ;  siqui- 
dem  extrema,  videlicet  ex  altera  parte  corpora  dura  et  rigida, 
ex  altera  ignis  ipse,  tanquam  termini  mediorum  non  recen* 

>  fluxibiU  in  the  original.  — /.  S. 

*  That  certain  animals  can  see  at  night  is  with  Telesius  a  proof  that  the  ap- 
parently obscure  parts  of  the  heavens — the  highest  and  lowest, — give  out  a  percep- 
llble  amount  of  light,  not  that  the  air  is  itself  luminous, — unless  the  **inflma  cceli 
portio  "  be  understood  to  mean  our  atmosphere.  (See  De  Ber.  Nat  i.  3.)  It  is  re- 
markable that  Bacon  omits  Telesius*s  chief  argument  in  favour  of  the  opinion  that 
the  air  is  generated  by  and  contains  heat,  namely  that  it  partakes  in  some  measure 
of  the  circular  motion  which  the  heavens  derive  from  the  pure  and  effectual  heat  by 
which  they  are  constituted.  The  natural  motion  of  the  air  is  made  manifest  Accord- 
ing to  Telesius  by  the  sound  beard  when  a  shell  is  put  to  the  ear. 
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eentur.  Sed  prater  hosce  gradus  simplices^  magnam  aucu- 
paiur  diversitatem  in  dispositione  materise  ex  corpore  Bimilari 
et  diasimilari ;  cum  scilicet  portiones  materia  in  uno  corpore 
compositsB  et  coadunato^  vel  ad  unum  ex  gradibus  supra-dictis 
aequaliter  referri  possnnt^  vel  ad  diversa  impariter.'  Longd 
enim  maximam  inde  sequi  in  operatione  calorie  differentiam. 
Itaque  quartam  illam  differentiam  neceseario  adhiberi  ex  na- 
tura  ac  etiam  positnra  corporis  in  quod  calor  agat>  clausa^ 
ant  porosa  et  aperta.  Quando  enim  in  aperta  et  exposita 
operator  calor^  operator  seriatim  et  per  singula^  attenuando 
et  simul  educendo  et  separando.  Cum  vero  in  occlusa  et  com- 
pacta^  operatur  secundum  totum  et  secundum  massam,  nulla 
facta  jactura  calorie,  sed  calore  novo  et  vetere  se  conjungentibus 
et  plane  conspirantibus ;  unde  fitut  potentiores  et  magb  intrin- 
secas  et  exquisitas  alterationes  et  subactionesconficiat.  Verum 
de  hoc  plura  mox  dicentur,  cum  de  modo  subactionis  dissere* 
mus.  Sed  interim  satagit  et  sestuat  Telesius,  et  miris  modis 
implicatur^,  ut  expediat  modum  diyortii  et  separationis  qualita- 
tum  suarum  primarum  connaturaUum,  caloris,  lucis,  tenuitatis, 
et  mobilitatiSf  ac  quatemionis  oppositsB,  prout  corporibus  ac- 
cidunt:  cum  corpora  alia  inyeniantur  calida,  aut  ad  calorem 
optime  prseparata,  sed  eadem  inveniantur  quoque  densa,  quieta, 
nigra ;  alia  tenuia,  mobilia,  lucida  sive  alba,  sed  tamen  frigida ; 
et  similiter  de  cseteris;  una  quapiam  quaUtate  in  rebus  ex- 
istente,  reliquis  non  competentibus ;  alia  vero  duabus  ex  istis 
naturis  participent,  duabus  contra  priventur,  varia  admodum 
I)ermutatione  et  consortio.  Qua  in  parte  Telesius  non  ad- 
modum feliciter  perfungitur,  sed  more  adversariorum  suorum 
se  gerit;  qui  cum  prius  opinantur  quam  experiuntur,  ubi  ad 
res  particulares  ventum  est,  ingenio  et  rebus  abutuntur,  atque 
tam  ingenium  quam  res  misere  lacerant  et  torquent ;  et  tamen 
alacres  et  (si  ipsis  creda8).victores  suo  sensu  utcunque abun- 
dant. Concludit  autem  rem  per  desperationem  et  votum,  illud 
significans,  licet  et  caloris  vis  et  copia,  et  material  dispositio, 
crasso  modo  et  secundum  summas  distingui  et  terminari  pos- 
sint;  tamen  exactas  et  accuratas  eorum  rationes,  et  distinctos 
ct  tanquom  mensuratos  modos,   extra  inquisitionis  humanse 

1  "  Perpauca  quaklam  slmllari  e  terra  et  uno  eodemque  a  calore  anf versa  eflfecta 
sunt  .  .  .  sed  e  terra  picraque,  qus  allls  sul  partlbus  et  non  magnls  lis  tenuis 
laxiorque,  allls  vero  crassior  est  dcnslorque." — De  Rtr.  Nat.  1.  15. 

*  See  De  Ber.  19at.  1.  16.  The  general  purport  of  his  explanation  is,  that  the 
action  of  heat  is  mingled  with  and  controlled  by  that  of  cold. 


108  DE  PRINCIPIIS  ATQUE  OBIOINIBUS, 

aditus  sepositos  esse;  ita  tamen^  ut  (quo  modo  Inter  impos- 
sibilia)  diversitas  dispositionis  materia^,  melius  quam  caloris 
vires  et  gradus^  perspici  possit ;  atque  nihilominus  in  his  ipsis 
(si  qua  fata  sinant)  humanas  et  scientist  et  potentiss  fastigium 
et  culmen  esse.  Fostquam  autem  desperationem  plane  pro- 
fessus  esset^  tamen  in  yota  precesque  non  cessat.  Ita  enim 
dixit :  Qui  parro  color  vel  qttantus^  hoc  est,  quod  caloris  robur 
et  qufB  ejus  copia,  quam  terram  et  qu(B  entia  in  qualia  invertat, 
minime  inquirendum  videtur,  ut  quod  homini  nulla  (ut  nobis  vj- 
detur)  innotescere  queat  ratione.  Qui  enim  vel  caloris  vires  et 
calorem  ipsum  veluti  in  gradus  partiri,  vel  matericB  cut  inditus 
est  copiam  quantitatemque  distincte  percipere  et  certis  determi- 
natisque  caloris  viribus  copusque  certam  materia  quantitatem 
dispositionemque  certasque  aetiones,  aut  contra^,  certa  mateiite 
quantitati  certisque  actionibus  certam  determinatamque  caloris 
copiam,  assignare  liceat  f  Utinam  id  otio  fruentes  et  perspicaciore 
praditi  ingenio,  et  quibus  in  summa  trcmquiUitate  rerum  naturam 
perscrutari  licuerity  assequantur :  ut  homines  non  omnium  modo 
scientesy  sed  omnium  fere  potentes  fiant  !^  honestius  paulo  quam 
Bolent  ejus  adversarii^  qui  quicquid  artes  quas  ipsi  pepererunt 
non  assequuntur^  id  ex  arte  omnino  impossibile  statuunt^  ut 
nulla  ars  damnari  possit^  cum  ipsa  et  agat  et  judicet.  Bestat 
tertium  quod  erat^  subactionis  videlicet  modus.  Hoc  triplici 
dogmate  absolvit  Telesius.  Frimum  est^  id  quod  antea  a  nobis 
obiter  est  notatum,  nullam  prorsus  sjmbolizationem  intelligi 
(ut  in  Peripateticorumdoctrina),  per  quam  res  tanquam  Concor- 
dia quadam  foveantur  et  conspirent.  Omuem  enim  generalio- 
nem^  atque  adeo  omnem  effectum  in  corpore  naturally  victoria 
et  pra&dominantia^  non  pacto  aut  foedere  transigi.  Id  quod 
novum  non  est^  cum  etiam  Aristoteles  in  doctrina  Empedoclis 
ho«  ipsum  notaverit'    Quod  scilicet  cum  Empedocles  Litem 

1  eetUra  in  original. 

'  This  quotation  is  inaccurate.  « Qui  porro  calor,  vel  quantus,  quod  nimlrnm 
caloris  robur  et  qua»  ejus  copia,  quam  terram  et  quae  entia  in  qualia  invertat,  minime 
inquirendum  videtur,  ut  quod  homini  nulla,  ut  nobis  videtur,  innotescere  queat 
ratione.  Qui  enim  vel  caloris  vires,  et  calorem  ipsum  veluti  in  gradus  partiri  vel 
materis  cui  inditus  est  odplam  quantitatemque  distinctd  percipere,  et  certis  determi- 
natisque  caloris  viribus  copiaeque  in  certam  matcriae  quantitatem  dispositionemque, 
certas  actiones  et  certs  materis  quantitati  certam  determinatamque  caloris  copiam 
assignare  liceat  ?  Utinam  id  alii  et  perspicaciore  prsediti  ingenio  et  quibus  in  summA 
tranquillitate  rerum  naturam  perscrutari  Hcuerit  assequantur,  ut  homines  non  omnium 
modo  Bclentes  sed  et  potentes  flant'* — De  Rer.  Nat,  i.  17.  Perhaps  Bacon  may  quote 
from  the  edition  published  in  1565  [or  from  a  copy  corrected  by  coi^Jecture';  for  there 
is  evidently  something  wrong  in  the  passage  as  it  stands.  — /.  S,] 

•  Arlst  Meteor,  ill.  4. 
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et  Amicitiam^  remm  principia  efficientia  stataisset,  tamen  ia 
expllcationibus  snis  causarum^  Inlmicitia  fere  utatur^  alterius 
tanquam  oblitus.  Secundum  est^  calorem  actione  sua  propria 
perpetuo  vertere  ens  in  humidum,  et  quod  calori  siccitas  nullo 
modo  coeat,  nee  frigori  humiditas.^  Idem  enim  esse  attenuare 
et  himiectare;  atque  quod  maxime  tenue,  id  etiam  maxime 
humidum  esse :  cum  per  humidum  intelligatur  id  quod  facil- 
lime  cedit,  abit  in  partes^  et  rursus  se  restituit^  atque  segre 
finitur  aut  consistit.  Quce  omnia  magis  insunt  jQammse^  quam 
aeri ;  qui  a  Peripateticis  constituitur  maxime  humidus.  Ita- 
que  calorem^  humidum  perpetuo  allicere^  depascere>  extende- 
re^  indere,  generare ;  contra,  frigus  omnia  agere  in  siccitatem, 
concretionem,  duritiem;  ubi  rult  Aristotelem  et  hebetem  in 
observatione^  et  sibi  discordem^  et  erga  experiesftiam  imperio- 
sum  et  libidinosum  yideri,  quod  calorem  cum  siccitate  copulet.' 
Nam  quod  aliquando  entia  desiccet  calor,  id  per  accidens  fieri ; 
nimirum  in  corpore  dissimilari  et  ex  partibus  aliis  magis  crassis 
aliis  magis  tenuibus  coagmentato^  eliciendo  et  (per  attenua^ 
tionem)  exitum  dando  parti  tenuiori^  dum  pars  crassior  inde 
cogatur  et  magis  se  constringat :  qusB  tamen  ipsa  pars  crassior, 
si  advenerit  calor  ferocior,  et  ipsa  fluit ;  ut  in  lateribus  mani- 
festum  est.  Frimo  enim  calor  non  ita  fervens',  lutum  cogit  in 
latcres,  tenuiore  parte  evaporata;  at  fortior  calor  etiam  illam 
substantiam  lateritiam  solvit  in  vitrum.  Atque  haec  duo  do- 
gmata veluti  errorum  redargutiones  censeri  possunt ;  tertiuin 
plane  affirmat,  neque  id  solum,  sed  et  perspicue  distinguit  sub- 
actioms  modum.  Is  duplex  est,  vel  rejiciendo,  vel  yertendo ; 
atque  alteruier  ex  iis  modis  perducitur  in  actum,  secundum 
vim  caloris  et  dispositionem  materise.  Cujus  rei  tamen  duo 
Tidentur  tanquam  canones.  Unus,  quod  cum  calidum  et  fri- 
gidum  magna  mole  et  tanquam  justo  exercitu  concurrunt, 
sequitur  ejectio.  Nam  entia,  veluti  acies,  loco  moventur  et 
impelluntur.  Ubi  vero  minore  quantitate  res  geritur,  tum  se- 
quitor  versio^;  nam  interimuntur  entia  et  naturam  potius  quam 
locum  mutant.  Hujus  rci  insigne  et  nobile  exemplum  esse  in 
regionibus  aeris  superioribus,  quae  licet  ad  calorem  coelestem 
imagis  appropinquent,  tamen  frigidiores  inveniuntup  quam  con- 

'  **  PrDpria  igltur  caloris,  et  oUorls  opus  burDlditas.**  —  De  Rer,  Nat.  lit  14. 

*  <*  Naturs  itidem  sensuiqiie  et  sibl  etiam  ipsi  dUoon  Aristoteles  calori  slccitatem 
et  frigori  humorem  copulat.** — lb.  1.  c 

*  iervoHB  In  the  original. — /.  S. 

^  It  does  not  appear  that  Telesius  recognised  the  possibility  of  trftnsforming  heat 
into  cold,  or  vice  TersA ;  which  seems  to  be  implied  by  the  word  versio. 
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finia  terrsB.  In  illis  cnim  locis,  postquam  propiue  ad  sedem 
primi  calidi  ventum  est^  calor  se  coUigens  nniversam  frigoris 
vim  quad  adscenderat  simul  ejicit  et  detrudit^  et  aditu  j^o- 
hibet.  Quinetiam  similiter  fieri  posse^  ut  eint  per  profunda 
terras  calores  yehementiores  quam  in  superficie;  postquam 
Bcilicet  ad  sedem  primi  frigidi  appropinquatio  facta  est,  quod 
se  excitans,  magno  impetu  calidum  rejicit^  et  fugit  ^  et  in  se 
vertit.  Alter  canon  est,  quod  in  aperto  sequitur  ejectio;  in 
clause  yersio.  Hoc  autem  insigniter  conspici  in  vasibus  oc* 
clusis,  ubi  emissio  corporis  attenuati  (quod  spiritum  fere  voca* 
mus)  prohibita  et  retrusa  profundas  et  intrinsecas  in  corporibus 
alterationes  et  fermentationes  generat  At  hoc  ipsum  similiter 
fieri,  cum  corpus  ob  partium  compactionem  sibi  ipsi  instar  vasis 
occlusi  est  Atque  ha^c  sunt  quse  Telesio,  et  fortasse  Farme- 
nidi,  circa  renmi  principia  visa  sunt ;  nisi  quod  Telesius  hylen 
addidit  de  proprio ;  peripateticis  scilicet  notionibus  depravatus* 
Atque  similia  veri  fuissent  quae  a  Telesio  dicuntur,  si  homo 
tollatur  e  natura,  et  simul  artes  mechanicae  quas  materiam 
vexant,  atque  fabrica  mundl  simpliciter  spectetur.  Nam  pa- 
storalis  quaedam  videtur  ista  philosophia,  quas  mundum  contem- 
platur  placide,  et  tanquam  per  otium.  Siquidem  de  sjstemate 
mundi  disserit  non  male,  de  principiis  imperitissime.  Quin  et 
in  ipso  quoque  systemate  ingens  est  lapsus,  quod  tale  constituat 
systema  quod  videri  possit  aeternum,  nee  supponat  chaos  et 
mutationes  schematismi  magni.  Sive  enim  ea  est  Telesii  philo- 
sophia,  sive  Peripateticorum,  sive  quas  alia,  quao  in  eum  modum 
systema  instruat,  libret,  muniat,  ut  non  videatur  fiuxisse  a 
chao;  ea  levior  philosophia  videtur,  atque  omnino  ex  angustiis 
pectoris  humani.  Nam  omnino  secundum  sensum  philosophanti 
materise  aetemitas  asseritur ;  mundi  (qualem  eum  intuemur)  nega- 
tur ;  quod  et  priscae  sapientiae,  et  ei  qui  ad  ipsam  proxime  accedit, 
Democrito,  visum  est.  Idem  sacrae  literal  testantur.  Illud 
praecipue  interest ;  quod  illas  etiam  materiam  a  Deo ;  hi  ex  scse 
statuunt.  Tria  enim  videntur  esse  dogmata  quae  scimus  ex 
fide  circa  banc  rem.  Primo,  quod  materia  creata  sit  ex  nihilo. 
Secundo,  quod  eductio  systematis  fuerit  per  verbum  omnipo- 
tentias,  neque  quod  materia  se  ipsa  eduxerit  e  chao  in  schema- 
tismum  ilium.  Tertio,  quod  schematismus  ille  (ante  praevarica- 
tionem)  fuerit  optimus  ex  iis  quae  materia  (qualis  creata  erat) 
suscipere  posset.    At  philosophias  illae  ad  nullum  horum  adscen- 

»  So  ia  the  original  ^J.S. 
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dere  potuerunt.  Nam  et  creationem  ex  nihilo  exhorrent,  et 
hunc  schematismum  post  multas  ambages  et  molimina  materiaB 
eductum  sentiunt ;  nee  de  optimitate  laborant,  cum  schematic 
smiis  asserator  occiduus  et  variabilis.  In  his  itaque  fidei  atque 
ejus  firmamentis  standmn.  Utrum  yero  materia  ilia  creata,  per 
longos  seculorum  circuitus^  ex  vi  primo  indita  se  in  ilium  opti- 
mum Bchematismum  coUigere  et  Tertere  potuisset  (quod  missis 
ambagibus  ex  verbi  imperio  continuo  fecit),  non  inquirendum 
fortasse  est.  Tam  enim  est  miraculum,  et  ejusdem  omnipo- 
tentisj  reprsesentatio  temporis  quam  efformatio  entis.  Yidetur 
autem  natura  divina  utraque  omnipotentiae  emanatione  se  in- 
signire  voluisse :  primo^  operando  omnipotenter  super  ens  et 
materiam,  creando  scilicet  ens  e  nihilo ;  secimdo,  super  motum 
et  tempus,  anticipando  ordinem  nature,  et  accelerando  proces- 
sum  entis.  Yerum  hssc  ad  parabolam  de  Coelo  pertinent,  ubi 
qusB  nunc  breviter  perstringimus  fusius  disseremus.  Itaque  ad 
principia  Telesii  pergendum.  Atque  utinam  hoc  saltem  semel 
et  inter  omnes  convenirct,  ne  aut  ex  non  entibus  entia,  aut  ex 
non  principiis  principia,  constitui  placeret,  neque  manifesta  re- 
cipiatur  contradictio.  Frincipium  autem  abstractum  non  est 
ens;  rursns  ens  mortale  non  est  principium;  ut  necessitas 
plane  invincibilis  hominum  cogitationes  (si  sibi  constare  velint) 
compellat  ad  atomum,  quod  est  verum  ens,  materiatum,  forma- 
tum,  dimensum,  locatum,  habens  antitypiam,  appetitum,  motum, 
emanationem.  Idem  per  omnium  corporum  naturalium  inte- 
ritus  manet  inconcussum  et  sternum.  Nam  cum  tot  et  tam 
Tari»  sint  corporum  majorum  corruptiones,  omnino  necesse 
est  ut  quod  tanquam  centrum  manet  immutabile  id  aut 
potentiale  quiddam  sit,  aut  minimum.  At  potentiale  non  est ; 
nam  potentiale  primum,  reliquorum  qu»  sunt  potentialia  simile 
esse  non  potest,  quae  aliud  actu  stmt,  aliud  potentia.  Sed 
necesse  est  ut  plane  abstractum  sit,  cum  omnem  actum  abneget, 
et  omnem  potentiam  contineat.  Itaque  relinquitur,  ut  illud 
immutabile  sit  minimum ;  nisi  forte  quis  asserat  omnino  prin- 
cipia nulla  existere,  sed  rem  alteram  alteri  pro  principiis  esse, 
legem  atque  ordinem  mutationis  constantia  esse  et  aetema, 
cssentiam 'ipeam  fluxam  et  mutabilem.  Atque  satius  foret 
hujusmodi  quiddam  diserte  affirmare,  quam  studio  aetemiun 
aUquod  principium  statuendi,  in  durius  incommodum  incidere, 
ut  idem  principium  ponatur  phantasticum.  Ilia  enim  prior 
ratio  aliquem    exitum  habere  videtur,  ut  res  mutentur  in 
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orbem ;  hscc  prorsus  nullum^  quie  notionalia  et  mentis  admini-' 
cula  habet  pro  eniiibaB.  Et  tamen  quod  hoc  ipsum  ntdlo  modo 
fieri  possit,  postea  docebimus.  Telesio  tamen  hyle  placuit, 
quam  ex  juniore  eevo  postnatam  in  Parmenidis  philosopbiam 
transtulit.  At  certamen  instatuit  Telesius  agentium  suorum 
principionmi  mirum  et  plane  iniquum,  et  copiis  et  genere  bel- 
landi.  Nam  quod  ad  copias  attinet^  terra  ei  est  unica,  at  coeli 
exercitus  ingens;  etiam  terra  puncti  fere  instar^  c<Bli  vero 
spatia  et  regiones  immenssB.  Neque  huic  incommodo  illud 
subvenire  queat^  quod  terra  et  connaturalia  ejus  ex  materia 
maxime  compacta  asserantur,  coelum  contra  et  »therea  ex 
materia  maxime  explicata.  Licet  enim  plurimmn  certe  intersit^ 
tamen  base  res  nuUo  modo  copias  vel  longo  intervallo  asquabit. 
At  robur  dogmatis  Telesii  yersatur  in  hoc  yel  prascipue^  si  tan- 
quam  ssqualis  portio  hyles  (secundum  quantum^  non  secundum 
exporrectionem)  ntrique  principio  agenti  assignetur,  ut  res 
durare  possint^  et  systema  constitui  et  stabiliri.  Quicunque 
enim  cum  Telesio  sentiet  in  cadteris^  et  exsuperantiam  hyles^ 
prassertim  tam  amplo  excessu^  in  imo  principio,  ad  alterum 
recipiet,  hasrebit  nee  se  omnino  explicabit  Itaque  in  dialogo 
Plutarchi  de  facie  in  orbe  lunas>  sana  mente  proponitur  ilia 
consideration  non  esse  Terisimile,  in  dispersione  materia^  nar 
turam  quicquid  compacti  corporis  erat  in  unicum^terras  globum 
conclusisse,  tot  interim  volventibus  globis  astrorum.  Huic  vero 
cogitationi  tam  immoderate  indulsit  Gilbertus,  ut  non  solum 
terram  et  lunam,  sed  complures  alios  globes  solidos  et  opacos 
per  exponsionem  coeli  inter  globes  lucentes  sparsos  assereret.' 
Quin  et  ipsi  Peripatetici,  postquam  coelestia  suo  statu,  sub- 
lunaria  autem  per  successionem  et  renovationem  aetema  posuis- 
sent,  non  confisi  sunt  se  hoc  dogma  tueri  posse,  nisi  dementis 
yeluti  asquas  materia^  portiones  assignassent.  Hoc  est  enim 
illud,  quod  de  decupla  ilia  portione  qua  ambiens  elementum 
interius  elementum  superet  consomniant.  Neque  ista  eo  ad- 
ducimus,  quod  nullum  ex  iis  nobis  placeat,  sed  ut  ostendamus 
inopinabile  quiddam  esse,  atque  cogitationem  prorsus  male 
mensuratam,  si  quis  terram  contrarium  agens  ccelo  princi- 
pium  statuat:  quod  Telesius  fecit.  Atque  hoc  ipsum  durius 
multo  inveaitur,  si  quis  praeter  quantum  ipsmn,  disparem 
yirtutem  et  actmn  ccbU  et  terras  intueatur;  Perdita  enim 
omnino  sit  dimicationis  conditio,  si  ex  altera  parte  telorum 

\  GUbert,  Nov.  Phys.  i.  10. 
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hoetilium  ictus  peiferantur,  ex  altera  non  p^rtingaBty  sed  citra 
cadant.  At  liquet  plane  solis  Tires  in  terram  mitti ;  terras 
autem  vires  usque  ad  solem  perveiure  nemo  spondeat  Etenim 
inter  omnes  yirtuteis  quas  natura  parit,  ilia  lucis  et  umbrsd 
longtssime  emittitur,  et  mazimo  spatio  siye  orbe  circun)funditur. 
Umbra  autem  terras  dtra  solem  terminatur^  cum  lux  solis^  si 
terra  diaphana  esset,  globum  teme  transTerberare  possit.  No* 
kninatum  calidum^  fngidum,  (de  quibus  nunc  est  sermo)  nun- 
quam  deprehcndimtur  tarn  magna  spatia  vincere  in  yirtute 
0ua  perferenda^  quam  lux  et  umbra.  Itaque  si  lunbra  terras 
non  pertingit  ad  solem^  multo  minus  frigidmn  terras  eo  adspirare 
posse  consentaneum  est.  Id  si  ita  sit^  nempe  ut  sol  et  calidum 
in  quasdam  corpora  media  agant,  quo  contrarii  principii  virtus 
non  adscendat^  nee  uUo  modo  eorum  actum  impediat ;  necesse 
est  ut  iUa  (sol,  inquam,  et  calidum)  proxima  quasque  occupent^ 
et  dein  remotiora  quoque  conjungant,  ut  tandem  futura  sit 
Heraditi  conflagration  solari  et  ccslesti  natura  gradatim  versus 
terram  et  confinia  ejus  descendente  et  magis  appropinquante. 
Neque  ilia  admodum  conveniunt,  ut  vis  ilia  naturam  suam 
imponendi  et  multiplicandi  et  alia  in  se  vertendi,  quam  Tele- 
mus  prindpiis  attribuit,  non  operetur  in  similia  asque  aut  magis 
quam  in  contraria;  ut  coelum  jam  excandescere  debuerit,  et 
Stellas  inter  se  committi.  Verum  ut  propius  accedamus,  qua- 
tuor  omnino  demonstrationes  proponendas  videntur,  quas  Telesii 
pbilosophiam  de  principiis  plane  convellere  et  destruere  pos- 
sint,  etiam  singulas,  multo  magis  conjunctas.  Harum  prima 
est,  quod  inveniantur  in  ifebus  nonnuUas  actiones  et  effectus, 
€tiam  ex  potentissimis  et  latissime  diffusis,  quas  ad  calorem 
et  frigus  nuUo  modo  referri  possint.  Proxima,  quod  inveni- 
antur natures  nonnullas  quarum  calor  et  frigus  sint  effectus  et 
consecutiones;  neque  id  ipsum  per  excitationem  caloris  pras- 
inexistentis,  aut  admotionem  caloris  advenientis ;  sed  prorsus 
per  quas  calor  et  frigus  in  primo  esse  ipsorum  indantur  et 
generentur.  Itaque  principii  ratio  in  iis  ex  utraque  parte 
deficit,  tum  quia  aliquid  non  ex  ipsis,  turn  quia  ipsa  ex  aliquo. 
Tertia,  quod  etIam  ea  quas  a  calore  et  frigore  originem  ducunt 
(quas  certe  sunt  quam  plurima)  tamen  procedunt  ab  illis  tan- 
quam  ab  efficiente  et  organo,  non  tanquam  a  causa  propria  et 
intinuu  Postremo,  quod  conjugatio  ilia  quatuor  connaturalium 
omnino  permiscetur  et  confimditur.  Quare  de  his  sigillatim 
dicemuB.      Atque  alicul  fortasse  vix  operas  pretium  videri 
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pomt,  noB  in  pbiloeophia  Telesii  aiguenda  tarn  diligenter 
venm,  philosoi^  scilioet  non  admodum  celebri  aut  reoepta. 
Yemm  nos  hiqnsmodi  fiutidia  nil  monunnr.  De  Telesio  autem 
bene  sentimus^  atque  enm  nt  amantem  Veritatis  et  scientiis 
utilem  et  nonnnllonun  pladtonun  emendatorem  et  novorom 
hominnm  primum  agnoscimns,  Neque  tamen  nobis  oum  eo 
res  est  tanquam  Telesio,  sed  tanquam  instaoratore  philosopluad 
Parmenidis,  cni  mnlta  debetor  reverentia.  Sed  illud  in  primis 
in  causa  est  quod  hsdc  fusius  agamus,  quod  in  eo  qui  primus 
nobis  occurrit  complura  disserimusj  qu»  ad  sequentium  secta* 
rum  (de  quibus  postmodum  tractandum  erit)  redargutionem 
transferri  possint,  ne  ssspius  eadem  dicere  sit  necesse.  Sunt 
enim  errorum  (Beet  diversorum)  fibr»  miris  modis  inter  se  imr 
plioatflB  et  intextas*  quia  tamen  ssBpenumero  una  redargutione^ 
tanquam  falce,  demeti  et  succidi  possint.  Verum,  ut  occce- 
pimus  dicere,  yidendum  quales  inveniantur  in  rebus  yirtutes 
et  actiones,  qu»  ad  calidum  et  frigidnm  nullo  rerum  consensu 
aut  ingenii  violentia  trabi  possint.  Primo  itaque  sumendum 
quod  a  Telesio  datur,  materia  sommam  ntemum  constare,  nee 
augeri  aut  minuL  Hano  ille  dotem,  qua  materia  se  servat  et 
sustinet,  transmittit  ut  passivam,  et  tanquam  ad  rationem  quanti 
potius  quam  ad  formam  et  actionem  pertinentem,  ac  si  nihil 
opus  esset  eam  calori  et  frigori  deputare,  quia  agentium  tantum 
formarum  et  virtutum  fontes  ponuntur ;  materiam  enim  non 
simpliciter,  sed  omni  agente  virtute  destitui  et  exui.  Atque 
bfBc  assemntur  magno  mentis  errore,  et  prorsus  mirabili,  nisi 
quod  consensus  atque  opinio  pertulgata  et  inveterata  mira- 
culum  tollit  Nil  enim  simile  fere  inter  errores  reperitur, 
quam  ut  quis  virtutem  istam  materia  inditam  (per  quam  ipsa 
se  ab  interitu  yindicat,  adeo  ut  minima  quasque  materiss  portio 
nee  imiyersa  mundi  mole  obrui  nee  omnium  agentium  yi  et 
impetu  destrui  aut  ullo  modo  annihilari  et  in  ordinem  redigi 
queat,  quin  et  spatii  nonnihil  occupet,  et  renitentiam  seryet 
cum  dimensione  impenetrabili,  et  ipsa  yicissim  aliquid  moliatur, 
nee  se  deserat)  pro  agente  yirtute  non  habeat;  cum  contra  sit 
omnium  yirtutum  longe  potentissima,  et  plane  insuperabilis,  et 
yeluti  merum  fatum  et  necescdtas.  Hanc  autem  yirtutem  nee 
conatur  Telesius  ad  calidum  et  frigidum  referre.  Atque  hoc 
recte;  neque  enim  scilicet  aut  incendium  aut  torpor  et  con- 
gelatio  huic  rei  aliquid  addunt  yel  detrahunt,  nee  super  eum 
aliquid  possunt;  cum  ipsa  interim  et  in  sde,  et  ad  centrum 
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iemd,  et  ubique  vigeat  Sed  in  eo  lapeus  yidetur,  quod  molem 
materifld  certain  et  definitam  agnoscit;  ad  virtutem  qua  se 
nmnerls  sola  tueatur  C80oatit>  eamque  (profundiasimis  Peripa- 
teticorom  tenebris  immer8U8),aocessorii  loco  ducit;  cum  sit 
mazinie  principalis^  corpus  suum^  vibrans^  aliud  submovens, 
Bolida  et  adamantina  in  seipso^  atque  unde  decreta  et  poasibilis 
et  impossibilis  emanant  authoritate  inviolabilL  Scbola  itidem 
yulgaris  earn  fiacili  verborum  complexu  pueriliter  prensat,  satis- 
fiu^tum  huic  cogitationi  pntans,  si  duo  corpora  in  eodem  loco 
non  posse  esse  pro  canone  ponat,  virtutem  autem  istam  atque 
ejus  modum  nunquam  apertis  oculis  contemplatur  et  ad  vivum 
dissecat ;  parum  scilicet  gnara^  quanta  ex  ea  pendeant ^  et  qua- 
lis  lux  inde  scientiis  exoriatur.  Vemm  (quod  nunc  agitur; 
ista  virtus  quantacunque  extra  Telesii  prindpia  cadit.  Trans- 
eun  dum  jam  ad  virtutem  illam  qute  ad  priorem  banc  est  tan* 
quam  antistropha^  ^am  scilicet  quie  nexum  materi»  tuetur. 
Ut  enim  materia  materia  obrui  non  vult^  ita  nee  materia  a 
materia  divellL  Atque  nihilominus  utrum  bsBC  naturso  lex 
dt  ttque  ac  ilia  altera  peremptoria^  magnam  habet  dubita- 
tionem.  Telecdo  enim,  quemadmodum  et  Democrito^  vacuum 
coacervatum  et  sine  meta  dari  placuit,  ut  entia  singularia 
contiguum  suum  deponant,  nonnunquam  et  deserant/  segre 
(ut  uunt)  et  illibenter,  sed  majore  nempe  aliqua  violentia 
domita  et  coacta;  idque  ille  nonnullis  experimentis  demon- 
strare  contendit,  ea  potissimum  addncens,  qusB  passim  citan- 
tur  ad  abnegandum  et  refellendum  vacuum^  eaqne  tanquam 
extrahens  et  amplians  eo  modo^  ut  entia  videri  possint  in 
levi  aliqua  necessitate  posita  contiguum  illud  tenere;  sin 
majorem  in  modum  torqueantur,  vacuum  admittere;  sicuti  in 
depqrdris  aqueis,  in  quibus  si  foramen  per  quod  aqua  descen- 
dere  possit  minutius  sit^  spiraculo  egebunt^  ut  aqua  descendat ; 
sin  latius,  etiam  absque  spiraculo^  aqua  in  foramen  majore 
mole  incnmbens^  et  vacuum  supra  nil  morata,  deorsum  fertur. 
Similiter  in  foUibus^.  in  quibus  si  eos  '  comprimas  et  ocoludas 
vt  nullus  iUabenti  aeri  aditus  pateat  ac  postea  eleves  et  ex* 
pandas^  si  pellis  gracilis  sit  et  debilis,  dirumpitur  pellis;  si 
crassa  et  firangi  inepta,  non  item ;  et  alia  hujusmodL*  Verum 
experimenta  ista  nee  exacte  probata  sunt,  nee  inquisitioni 
omnino  satisfaciunt  aut  qusestionem  terminant ;  atque  licet  per 

*  [So  in  the  orlglnaL]  The  aense  ftppean  to  requirt  unum, 

*  ra  in  the  original.  — /.  £.  .         •  De  Ber.  Nat  i.  25. 
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ilia  Telesias  se  addere  rebus  ct  inventis  putet  et  quod  ab 
aliis  confusius  observatum  est  subtilius  distinguere  nitatur^ 
tamen  nuUo  modo  par  rebus  evadit  nee  exitum  rei  evolvit^  sed 
in  mediis  prorsus  deficit ;  quod  ex  more  est  et  ipsi  et  Peripa- 
teticis^  qui  ad  experimenta  contuenda  instar  noctuarum  sunt, 
neque  id  tarn  ob  facultatis  imbecillitatem,  sed  ob  cataractas 
opinionum,  et  contemplationis  plense  et  fix»  impatientiaiD. 
QusBStio  vero  ista  (ex  maxime  arduis)  quousque  detur  yacuum, 
et  ad  qusB  spatia  fieri  possit  seminum  yel  coitio  vel  distractio, 
et  quid  sit  in  hoc  genere  peremptorium  et  invariabile,  ad  lo- 
cum ubi  de  vacuo  tractandum  erit  rejicinms.  Neque  enim 
multum  interest  ad  id  quod  nunc  agitur,  utrum  natura  vacuum 
penitus  respuat,  an  entia  (ut  emendatius  se  loqui  putat  Tele- 
sius ')  mutuo  contactu  gaudeant.  Illud  enim  planum  facimus» 
istam  sive  vacui  fiigam,  sive  contactus  cupidinem,  nullo  modp 
a  calido  et  frigido  pendere^  nee  a  Telesio  ipsi '  adscribi,  nee 
ex  rerum  ulla  evidentia  illis  adscribi  posse ;  cum  materia  loco 
mota  aliam  prorsus  materiam  trahat,  sive  ilia  sit  calida  sive 
f^igida,  sive  liquida  sive  sicca,  sive  dura  sive  mollis,  sive  arnica 
sive  inimica,  adeo  ut  corpus  calidum  corpus  gelidisdmum  citius 
attraxerit  ut  ei  adsit,  quam  se  ab  onmi  corpore  disjungi  et 
deseri  patiatur.  Nam  vinculum  materise  fortius  est  quam 
dissidium  calidi  et  frigidL  Et  sequacitas  materisB  non  curat 
diVersitatem  formarum  specialium.  Itaque  nullo  modo  haec 
virtus  nexus  ab  illis  principiis  calidi  et  fngidi:  Sequuntur 
virtutes  dtt»  invicem  opposits,  quse  regnum  hoc  principiorum 
(ut  videri  possit)  ad  calidum  et  frigidum  detulerunt,  sed  jure 
male  enudeato ;  eas  dicimus,  per  quas  entia  se  aperiunt  et  rare- 
faciunt,  dUatant  et  ezpandunt,  ita  ut  majus  spatium  occupent 
et  se  in  majorem  sph»ram  coiyioiant;  aut  rursus  se  daudunt 
et  condensant,  coarctant  et  contrahunt,  ita  ut  spatiis  decedant 
et  in  minorem  sphaeram  se  recipiant  Ostendendum  itaque 
est,  quatenus  ista  virtus  a  calido  et  frigido  ortum  habeat,  et 
quatenus  seorsum  moretur,  nee  cum  ilia  rationes  misceat 
Atque  verissimum  est,  quod  affirmat  Telesius,  rarum  et  den- 
sum  caloris  et  frigoris  esse  veluti  opificia  propria;  longe  enim 
maxima  sunt  illorum  partes  ad  hoc,  ut  corpora  majus  et  mi- 
nus spatium  occupent ;  sed  tamen  confusius  ista  accipiuntur. 

'  **  Entia  pTonnt  omnia  matuum  contactum  fentire  et  lummopere  eo  oblectarl  • . . 
apparent.**— D«  Rer,  Nat.  I  6.    . 
'  So  In  the  original.    I  think  it  should  be  ipto.  —  /.  & 
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Yidentur  enim  corpora  quandoque  ab  una  spatiatione  natural! 
in  alteram  migrare  et  se  transferrer  idque  libenter  et  tanquam 
Tolentia^  et  formam  mutantia ;  quandoque  autem  tantummodo 
a  natural!  spatiatione  depulsa^  et  manente  forma  veter!  !n 
consuetam  spatiationem  reyerti,  Atque  virtus  Ula  progressiva 
in  novum  spatlum  a  calldo  et  frigldo  fere  regitur.  At  virtus 
altera  restltutiva  non  Item,  siquidem  expandlt  se  aqua  la 
vaporem  et  aerem^  oleum  similiter  et  pinguia  in  halitum  et 
flammam,  ex  vi  calorls;  nee  (si  perfecte  transmigraverint) 
revert!  satagunt;  quln  et  aer  Ipse  ex  calore  Intumescit  et 
extendltur.  Quod  si  migratio  fueiit  semlplena,  post  calorls 
abscessum  In  se  facUe  recldlt;  ut  etiam  in  virtute  reslitutlva 
partes  frigoris  et  calorls  slnt  nonnullae.  At  qua3  non  me- 
dlante  calore  sed  vlolentla  allqua  extensa  sunt  et  dlstracta, 
eliam  absque  ulla  irlgorls  accesslone  aut  dlmlnutione  caloris  in 
priora  spatia  (cessante  violentia)  cupidissime  revertuntur ;  ut 
In  exsuctlone  ovi  vitrei,  et  folUbus  levatis.  Id  vero  in  soHdls 
et  crassis  longe  evldentlus  est.  Nam  si  dlstendatur  pannus  vel 
chorda,  remota  vl  magna  velocltate  resiliunt;  atque  eadem  est 
•compressionis  ratio.  Nam  aer  violentia  allqua  contrusus  et 
Incarceratus  multo  conatu  erumplt ;  atque  adeo  omnls  Ule  motus 
mechanicus  quo  durum  a  duro  percutitur>  qui  vulgo  motus 
violent!  nomine  appeUator,  per  quem  res  solldae  mlttuntur  et 
volant  per  aerem  et  aquam,  nihil  aliud  est  quam  nixus  partlum 
corporis  emlssl  ad  se  expedlendum  a  compresslone ;  et  tamen 
Qusquam  hlc  apparent  vestigia  calidl  et  frigldl.  Neque  est 
quod  quls  argutetur  ex  doctrina  TelesH  hoc  modo,  ut  dicat; 
Esse  singulis  spatlationibus  naturallbus  assignatam  portionem 
quandam  calidl  et  frigid!,  ex  ceria  quadam  analogia :  Itaque 
fieri  posse  ut  tametsl  nihil  addatur  caloris  et  frigoris,  tamen 
si  spatia  materiatl  extendantur  aut  contrahantur,  res  eodem 
reddat  S  quia  plus  et  minus  imponltur  materiss  in  spatio,  quam 
pro  ratlone  caloris  et  frigorls«  Verum  Ista  licet  non  absurda 
dlctu,  tamen  sunt  eorum  qui  semper  allquid  commlnlsc!  solent 
ut  quod  semel  visum  est  teneant,  nee  naturam  et  res  perse* 
quuntur.  Nam  s!  addatur  calor  et  frigus  hujusmod!  corporibus 
extensls  aut  compressis,  idque  majore  mensura  quam  pro 
ratione  et  natura  corporis  ipsius,  veluti  si  pannus  ille  tensua 
calefiat  ad  Ignem,  tamen  nullo  modo  rem  compensablt,  nee 

*  Heeidit  in  original.  —  /.  S. 
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impetum  restitutlonis  exstinguet.  Itaque  planum  jam  fedmus, 
istam  yirtutem  spatiationis  ex  calore  et  frigore  in  parte  notabili 
non  pendere,  cum  tamen  sit  ipsa  ilia  virtus,  qusQ  plurimum 
authoritatis  his  principiis  tribuerit.  Sequuntur  du»  virtutes 
qu»  omnibus  in  ore  sunt,  atque  longe  et  late  patent,  per 
quas  sdlicet  corpora  massas  sive  congregationes  mijores 
rerum  connaturalitun  petunt;  in  quarum  observatione,  ut  in 
reliquis,  aut  nugantur  homines  aut  plane  aberrant  Schola 
enim  communis  satis  habet,  si  motiun  naturalem  a  violento 
distinguat;  et  gravia  deorsum,  leyia  sursum  ferri  ex  motu 
naturali  pronuntiet  Verum  parum  proficiunt  ad  philosophiam 
hujusmodi  speculationes.  Ista  enim  natura,  ars,  violentia, 
compendia  verborum  sunt  et  nugse.  Debuerunt  autem  hunc 
motum  non  tantum  ad  natnrom  referre,  sed  etiam  affectum 
et  appetitum  particulajrem  et  proprium  corporis  naturalis  in 
hoc  ipso  motu  qu»rere.  Sunt  enim  et  alii  motus  complures 
naturales  ex  passionibus  rerum  longe  diversis.  Itaque  res  se- 
cundum differentias  proponenda  est.  Quin  et  ipsi  illi  motus 
quos  violentos  appellant  magis  secundum  naturam  appellari 
possint,  quam  ist«  quem  vocant  naturalem ;  si  sit  illud  magb  • 
secundum  naturam  quod  est  fortius,  aut  etiam  quod  est  magis 
ex  ratione  universL  Nam  motus  iste  adscensus  et  descensus 
non  admodum  imperiosus  est,  neo  etiam  universalis,  sed  tan* 
quam  provincialis  et  secundum  regiones;  quin  et  aliis  mo- 
tibus  obsequens  et  6ubjectus«  Quod  vero  gravia  deorsum  fern 
suunt,  levia  sursum,  idem  est  ac  si  dicerent,  gravia  esse  gravia, 
levia  levia.  Quod  enim  prasdicatur,  id  ex  vi  ipsa  termini  in 
subjecto  assumitur.  Si  vero  per  grave  densum,  per  leve  rarum 
intelligunt,  promovent  nonnihil;  ita  tamen  ut  ad  adjunctum  et 
concomitans,  potius  quam  ad  causam,  rem  deducant.  Qui  vero 
gravium  appetitum  ita  explicant,  ut  ad  centrum  teme  ilia  ferri 
contendant,  levia  ut '  ad  circumferentiam  et  ambitum  coeli,  tan- 
quam  ad  loca  propria ;  asserunt  certe  aliquid,  atque  etiam  ad 
causam  innuunt,  sed  omnino  perperam.  Loci  enim  nuUse  sunt 
vires,  neque  corpus  nisi  a  corpore  patitur,  atque  omnis  incitatio 
corporis,  qusp  videtur  esse  ad  se  collocandum,  appetit  atque 
molitur  configurationem  versus  aliud  corpus,  non  collocationem 
aut  situm  simplicem. 

>  So  in  the  original ;  but  the  ttf  ought  probably  to  be  omitted.  ^J,  S, 
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>  The  Tkema  CttU,  had  it  stood  by  itaeli;  would  have  followed  here ;  for  it  belongs 
properly  to  this  class,  and  was  written  before  the  New  Atlantii.  put  being  so  closely 
connected  with  the  Deseriptio  Gkhi  IntdieetudUs,  which  belongs  to  the  next,  it  was 
thnusht  better  not  to  scT«»-«t<»  t***^*. — J.  S. 
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The  New  Atlantis  seems  to  have  been  written  in  1624^  and^ 
though  not  finished^  to  have  been  intended  for  publication  as  it 
stands.     It  was  published  accordingly  by  Dr.  Bawley  in  1627, 
at  the  end  of  the  volume  containing  the  Sylva  Sylvarum ;  for 
which  place  Bacon  had  himself  designed  it,  the  subjects  of  the 
two  being  so  near  akin ;  the  one  represen^ig  his  idea  of  what 
should  be  the  end  of  the  work  which  in  the  other  he  supposed 
himself  to  be  beginning.     For  the  story  of  Solomon's  House   . 
is  nothing  more  than -a  vision  of  the  practical  results  which  he  m 
antidpated  from  the  study  of  natural  history  diligently  and/ 
systematically  carried  on  through  successive  generations.  [ 

In  this  part  of  it,  the  work  may  probably  be  considered  as 
complete.  Of  the  state  of  Solomon's  House  he  has  told  us  all 
that  he  was  as  yet  qualified  to  tell.  His  own  attempts  to 
*' interpret  nature  "  suggested  the  apparatus  which  was  neces- 
sary for  success:  he  had  but  to  furnish  Solomon's  House  with 
the  instruments  and  preparations  which  he  had  himself  felt  the 
want  of.  The  difficulties  which  had  baffled  his  single  efforts 
to  provide  that  apparatus  for  himself  suggested  the  constitution 
and  regulations  of  a  society  formed  to  overcome  them :  he  had 
b^t  to  fiimish  Solomon's  House  with  the  helps  in  head  and 
hand  which  he  had  himself  wished  for.  His  own  intellectual 
aspirations  suggested  the  result :  he  had  but  to  set  down  as 
known  all  that  he  himself  most  longed  to  know.  But  here  he 
was  obliged  to  stop.  He  could  not  describe  the  process  of  a 
perfect  philosophical  investigation ;  because  it  miist  of  course 
have  proceeded  by  the  method  of  the  Novum  Organuniy  wliich 
was  not  yet  expounded.  Nor  could  he  give  a  particular  ex* 
ample  of  the  result  of  such  iuTestigation,  in  the  shape  of  a 
Form  or  an  Axiom ;  for  that  presupposed  the  completion,  not 
only  of  the  Novum  Organuvr^  but  (at  least  in  some  one  subject) 
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of  the  Natural  History  also ;  and  no  portion  of  the  Natural 
History  complete  enough  for  the  purpose  was  as  yet  producible. 
Here  therefore  he  stopped ;  and  it  would  almost  seem  that  the 
nature  of  the  difficulty  which  stood  in  his  way  had  reminded 
him  of  the  course  he  ought  to  take ;  for  just  at  this  point  (as 
we  learn  from  Dr.  Bawley)  he  did  in  fact  leave  his  &ble  and 
return  to  his  work.  He  had  begun  it  with  the  intention  of 
exhibiting  a  model  political  constitution^  as  well  as  a  model 
college  of  natural  philosophy ;  but  '*  his  desire  of  collecting 
the  natural  history  diverted  him,  which  he  prefnred  many 
degrees  before  it."  And  in  this^  according  to  his  own  view  of 
the  matter^  he  was  no  doubt  right;  for  though  there  are  few 
people  now  who  would  not  gladly  give  all  the  Sylva  Sylvarum, 
had  there  been  ten  times  as  much  of  it^  in  exchange  for  an 
account  of  the  laws^  institutions^  and  administrative  arrange- 
ments of  Bensalem^  it  was  not  so  with  Bacon ;  who  being 
deeper  read  in  the  phenomena  of  the  human  heart  than  in 
those  of  the  material  world,  probably  thought  the  perfect 
knowledge  of  nature  an  easier  thing  than  the  perfect  govern- 
ment of  men,  —  easier  and  not  so  far  off;  and  therefore  pre- 
ferred to  work  where  there  was  fairest  hope  of  fruit. 

To  us,  who  can  no  longer  hope  for  the  fruits  which  Bacon 
expected,  the  New  Atlantis  is  chiefly  interesting  as  a  record  of 
his  own  feelings.  Perhaps  there  is  no  single  work  of  his  which 
has  so  much  of  himself  in  it.  The  description  of  ^Solomon's 
House  is  the  description  of  the  vision  in  which  he  lived, — the 
vision  not  of  an  ideal  world  released  from  the  natural  condi- 
tions to  which  ours  is  subject,  but  of  our  own  world  as  it 
might  be  made  if  we  did  our  duty  by  it ;  of  a  state  of  things 
which  he  believed  would  one  day  be  actually  seen  upon  tiiis 
earth  such  as  it  is  by  men  such  as  we  are;  and  the  coming  of 
which  he  believed  Ihat  his  own  labours  were  sensibly  hasten- 
ing. The  account  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people 
of  Bensalem  is  an  account  of  his  own  taste  in  humanity ;  for  a 
man's  ideal,  though  not  necessarily  a  description  of  what  he  is, 
is  almost  always  an  indication  of  what  he  would  be ;  and  in 
the  sober  piety,  the  serious  cheerfulness,  the  tender  and  gra^ 
clous  courtesy,  the  open-handed  hospitality,  the  fidelity  in 
public  and  chastity  in  private  life,  the  grave  and  graceful 
manners,  the  order,  decency,  and  earnest  industry,  which 
prevail  among  these  people,  we  recognise  an  image  of  himself 
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made  perfect^ — of  that  condition  of  the  human  soul  which 
he  loved  in  others^  and  aspired  towards  in  himself.  Even  the 
dresses^  the  household  arrangements^  the  order  of  their  feasts 
and  solemnities^  their  very  gestures  of  welcome  and  salutation, 
have  an  interest  and  significance  independent  of  the  fictaon, 
as  so  many  records  of  Bacon's  personal  taste  in  such  matters. 
Nor  ought  the  stories  which  the  Oovemor  of  the  House  of 
Strangers  tells  about  the  state  of  navigation  and  population 
in  the  early  post-diluvian  ages,  to  be  regarded  merdy  as 
romances  invented  to  vary  and  enrich  the  narrative,  but  ra- 
ther as  belonging  to  a  class  of  serious  speculations  to  which 
Bacon's  mind  was  prone.  As  in  his  lasions  of  the  future, 
embodied  in  the  achievements  of  Solomon's  House,  there  is 
nothing  which  he  did  not  conceive  to  be  really  practicable  by 
the  means  which  he  supposes  to  be  used ;  so  in  his  speculationB 
concerning  the  past,  embodied  in  the  traditions  of  Bensalem, 
I  doubt  whether  there  be  any  (setting  uude,  of  course,  the 
particular  history  of  the  fabvdous  island)  which  he  did  not 
believe  to  be  historically  probable.  Whether  it  were  that  the 
progress  of  the  human  race  in  knowledge  and  art  seemed  to 
him  too  small  to  be  accounted  for  otherwise  than  by  supporing 
occasional  tempests  of  destruction,  in  which  all  that  had  been 
gathered  was  swept  away,— or  that  the  vicisatudes  which  had 
actually  taken  place  during  the  short  periods  of  which  we  know 
something  had  suggested  to  him  the  probability  of  similar  ac* 
cidents  during  those  long  tracts  of  time  of  which  we  know 
nothing, — or  merely  that  the  imagination  is  prone  by  nature  to 
people  darkness  with  shadows,— certain  it  is  that  the  tendency 
was  strong  in  Bacon  to  credit  the  past  with  wonders ;  to  sup- 
pose that  the  world  had  brought  forth  greater  things  than  it 
remembered,  had  seen  periods  of  high  civilisation  buried  in 
oblivion,  great  powers  and  peoples  swept  away  and  extin- 
guished. In  the  year  1607,  he  avowed  before  tiie  House  of 
Ommons  a  belief  that  in  some  forgotten  period  of  her  history 
(possibly  during  the  Heptarchy)  England  had  been  far  better 
peopled  than  she  was  then.  In  1609,  when  he  published  the 
De  Sapientid  Veterum,  he  inclined  to  believe  that  an  age  of 
higher  intellectual  development  than  any  the  world  then  knew 
of  had  flourished  and  passed  out  of  memory  long  before  Homer 
and  Hesiod  wrote ;  and  this  upon  the  clearest  and  most  deli- 
berate review  of  all  the  obvious  objections;  and  more  deci* 
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dedly  than  He  had  done  four  years  before  when  he  publifihed 
the  Advancement  of  Learning.  And  I  have  little  doubt  that 
when  he  wrote  the  New  Atlantis  he  thought  it  not  improbable 
that  the  state  of  navigation  in  the  world  3000  years  before 
was  really  such  as  the  Governor  of  the  House  of  Strangers 
describes;  that  some  such  naval  expeditions  as  those  of  Coya 
iemd  Tyrambel  may  really  have  taken  place ;  and  that  the 
early  civilisation  of  the  Great  Atlantis  may  really  have  been 
drowned  by  a  deluge  and  left  to  be^  its  career  again  from  a 
state  of  mere  barbarism. 

Among  the  few  works  of  fiction  which  Bacon  attempted^  the 
New  Atlantis  is  much  the  most  considerable ;  which  gives  an 
additional  interest  to  it>  and  makes  one  the  more  regret  that  it 
was  not  finished  according  to  the  original  design.  Had  it  pro- 
ceeded to  the  end  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  beginning,  i^: 
would  have  stood^  as  a  work  of  art^  among  the  inost  perfect 
compositions  of  its  kind* 


The  notes  to  this  piece,  which  are  not  marked  witii  Mr, 
Ellis's  initials,  are  mine. 

J.S. 
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This  fable  my  Lord  devised^  to  the  end  ihat  he  might  ex- 
hibit therein  a  model  or  description  of  a  college  instituted  for 
the  interpreting  of  nature  and  the  producing  of  great  and 
marvellous  works  for  the  benefit  of  men^  under  the  name  of 
Salomon's  House^  or  the  College  of  the  Six  Days'  Works. 
And  even  so  far  his  Lordship  hath  proceeded,  as  to  finish 
that  part.  Certiunly  the  model  is  more  vast  and  high  than 
can  possibly  be  imitated  in  all  things ;  notwithstanding  most 
things  therein  are  within  men's  power  to  effect.  His  Lord- 
ship thought  ako  in  this  present  fable  to  have  composed  a 
frame  of  Laws,  or  of  the  best  state  or  mould  of  a  conunon- 
wealth ;  but  foreseeing  it  would  be  a  long  work,  his  desire 
of  collecting  the  Natural  History^  diverted  him,  which  he 
preferred  many  degrees  before  it. 

This  work  of  the  New  Atlantis  (as  much  as  concemeth  the 
English  edition)  his  Lordship  designed  for  this  place ' ;  in  regard 
it  hath  so  near  affinity  (in  one  part  of  it)  with  the  preceding 
Natural  History. 

W.  RAWLEY. 


>  In  tbe  Latin  translation  Rawley  adds,  aUantmque  In$tauraiumi9  partittm  cot^ 
texendammf  alluding  probably  to  the  De  AvffmentU,  the  only  portion  of  the  Instau- 
ration,  not  belonging  to  the  Natural  History,  which  he  seems  to  have  been  employed 
Qpon  afterwards. 

*  It  was  published  at  the  end  of  the  volume  containing  the  S^lva  ^jrfturum.  The 
titkpage  bears  no  date. 
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We  sailed  from  Peru,  (where  we  had  continued  by  the  space 
of  one  whole  year,)  for  China  and  Japan,  by  the  South  Sea  * ; 
taking  with  us  victuals  for  twelve  months;  and  had  good 
winds  frt)m  the  east,  though  soft  and  weak,  for  five  months' 
space  and  more.  But  then  the  wind  came  about,  and  settled 
in  the  west  for  many  days,  so  as  we  could  make  little  or  no 
way,  and  were  sometimes  in  purpose  to  turn  back.  But  then 
again  there  arose  strong  and  great  winds  from  the  south, 
with  a  point  east ;  which  carried  us  up  (for  all  that  we  could 
do)  towards  the  north :  by  which  time  our  victuals  failed  us, 
though  we  had  made  good  spare  of  them.  So  that  finding 
ourselves  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  wilderness  of  waters  in 
the  world,  without  victual,  we  gave  ourselves  for  lost  men. 
Bind  prepared  for  death.  Yet.we  did  lift  up  our  hearts  and 
voices  to  God  above,  who  showeth  his  wonders  in  tlie  deep  ;  be- 
seeching him  of  his  mercy,  that  as  in  the  be^nning  he  dis- 
covered* the  face  of  the  deep,  and  brought  forth  dry  land,  so  he 
would  now  discover  land  to  us,  that  we  might'  not  perish. 
And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  next  day  about  evening,  we  saw 
within  a  Vfinn^ng  before  us,  towards  the  north,  as  it  were  thick 
clouds,  which  did  put  us  in  some  hope  of  land ;  knowing  how 
that  part  of  the  South  Sea  was  utterly  unknown ;  and  might 
have  islands  or  continents,  that  hitherto  were  not  come  to 
light.  Wherefore  we  bent  our  course  thither,  where  we  saw 
the  appearance  of  land,  all  that  night ;  and  in  the  dawning  of 
the  next  day,  we  nught  plainly  discern  that  it  was  a  land ;  flat 
to  our  sight,  and  full  of  boscage :  which  made  it  shew  the 

'  The  wordi  '<  by  the  South  Sea  "  are  omitted  in  the  translation. 

*  So  in  the  original.  If  ditcovered  be  the  right  word,  it  must  mean  removed  the 
enverinp  of  the  face  of  the  deep.  But  I  think  there  must  be  some  mistake.  The 
Latin  Tcrsion  has  quemadmodmn  in  principio  congregntiones  aquarum  mamdavU  ei 
Aridam  apparere  fecit.  The  allusion  is,  no  doubt,  to  Genes.  1.  9.:  "  Let  the  waters 
under  the  heaven  be  gathered  together  unto  one  place,  and  let  the   dry  land  appear.*' 

*  numght  in  the  original ;  a  form  of  the  word  frequently,  though  not  uniformly, 
adopted  by  Bacon.    1  have  always  substituted  mig/U, 

VOL.  IIL  K 
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more  dark.  And  after  an  hour  and  a  Iiairs  sailing,  we  entered 
into  a  good  haven,  being  the  port  of  a  fair  city  ;  not  great  in- 
deed, but  well  built,  and  that  gaye  a  pleasant  view  from  the 
sea ' :  and  we  thinking  every  minute  long  till  we  were  on  land, 
came  close  to  the  shore,  and  offered  to  land.  But  straightways 
we  saw  divers  of  the  people,  with  baatons  in  their  hands,  as  it 
were  forbidding  us  to  land ;  yet  without  any  cries  or  fierceness, 
but  only  as  warning  us  off  by  signs  that  they  made*  Where- 
upon being  not  a  little  discomforted,  we  were  advising  with 
ourselves  what  we  should  do.  During  which  time  there  made 
forth  to  us  a  small  boat,  with  about  eight  persons  in  it ;  whereof 
one  of  them  had  in  his  hand  a  tijtslaff  of  a  yellow  cane,  tipped 
at  both  ends  with  blue,  who  came  aboard  our  ship,  without  any 
show  of  distrust  at  all.  And  when  he  saw  one  of  our  number 
present  himself  somewhat  afore  the  rest,  he  drew  forth  a  little 
scroll  of  parchment,  (somewhat  yellower  than  our  parchment, 
and  shining  like  the  leaves  of  writing  tables,  but  otherwise 
Bott  and  flexible,)  and  delivered  it  to  our  foremost  man.  In 
which  scroll  were  written  in  ancient  Hebtew,  and  in  ancient 
Greek,  and  in  good  Latin  of  the  School,  and  in  Spanish,  these 
words ;  "  Land  ye  not,  none  of  you ;  and  provide  to  be  gone 
from  this  coast  within  sixteen  days,  except  you  have  further 
time  given  you.  Meanwhile,  if  you  want  fresh  water,  or 
victual,  or  help  for  your  sick,  or  that  your  ship  needeth  repair, 
write  down  your  wants,  and  you  shall  have  that  which  be- 
longeth  to  mercy."  This  scroll  was  signed  with  a  stamp  of 
cherubins*  wings,  not  spread  but  hanging  downwards,  and  by 
them  a  cross.  This  being  delivered,  the  officer  returned,  and 
left  only  a  servant  with  us  to  receive  our  answer.  Consulting 
hereupon  amongst  ourselves,  we  were  much  perplexed.  The 
denial  of  landing  and  hasty  warning  us  away  troubled  us  much ; 
on  the  other  side,  to  find  that  the  people  had  languages  and 
were  so  full  of  humanity,  did  comfort  us  not  a  little.  And 
above  all,  the  sign  of  the  cross  to  that  instrument  was  to  us  a 
great  rejoicing,  and  as  it  were  a  certain  presage  of  good.  Our 
answer  was  in  the  Spanish  tongue ;  "  That  for  our  ship,  it  was 
well ;  for  we  had  rather  met  with  calms  and  contrary  winds 
than  any  tempests.  For  our  sick,  they  were  many,  and  in  very 
ill  case ;  so  that  if  they  were  not  permitted  to  land,  they  ran 
danger  of  their  lives."     Our  other  wants  we  set  down  in  parti- 

>  ex  qua  parte  Mare  epedabat,  eUganiiam  magwmpra  m  ttdii,  —  Lat  ven. 
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cukr ;  adding^  '^  that  we  liad  some  little  store  of  merchandise^ 
which  if  it  pleased  them  to  deal  for^  it  might  supply  our  wants 
without  being  chargeable  unto  them."  We  offered  some  re- 
ward in  pistolfits  unto  the  servant,  and  a  piece  of  crimson  Tel- 
vet  to  be  presented  to  the  officer ;  but  the  servant  took  them  not, 
nor  would  scarce  look  upon  them ;  and  so  left  us,  and  went 
back  in  another  little  boat  which  was  sent  for  hinu 

About  three  hours  after  we  had  dispatched  our  answer,  there 
came  towards  us  a  person  (as  it  seemed)  of  place.  He  had  on 
him  a  gown  with  wide  sleeves,  of  a  kind  of  water  chamolet.  of 
an  excellent  azure  colour,  far  more  glossy  than  ours ;  his  under 
apparel  was  green ;  and  so  was  his  hat,  being  in  the  form  of 
a  turban,  duntily  made,  and  not  so  huge  as  the  Turkish  tur- 
bans ;  and  the  locks  of  his  hair  came  down  below  the  brims  of 
it  A  reverend  man  was  he  to  behold.  He  came  in  a  boat, 
gilt  in  some  part  of  it,  with  fouif  persons  more  only  in  that 
boat;  and  was  followed  by  another  boat,  wherein  were  some 
twenty.  When  he  was  come  within  a  flfght-ahot  *  of  our  ship, 
signs  were  made  to  us  that  we  should  send  forth  some  to  meet 
him  upon  the  water ;  which  we  presently  did  in  our  ship-boat, 
sending  the  principal  man  amongst  us  save  one,  and  four  of  our 
number  with  him.  When  we  were  come  within  six  yards  of 
their  boat,  they  called  to  us  to  stay,  and  not  to  approach  far- 
ther; which  we  did*  And  thereupon  the  man  whom  I  before 
described  stood  up,  and  with  a  loud  voice  in  Spanish,  asked, 
''Are  ye  Christians?"  We  answered,  "  We  were;"  fearing  the 
less,  because  of  the  cross  we  had  seen  in  the  subscription.  At 
which  answer  the  said  person  lifted  up  his  right  hand  towards 
heaven,  and  drew  it  softly  to  his  mouth,  (which  is  the  gesture 
they  use  when  they  thank  God,)  and  then  said :  '^  If  ye  will 
swear  (all  of  you)  by  the  merits  of  the  Saviour  that  ye  are 
no  pirates,  nor  have  shed  blood  lawfully  nor  unlawfully  within 
forty  days  past,  you  may  have  licence  to  come  on  land."  We 
said,  **  We  were  all  ready  to  take  that  oath."  Whereupon  one 
of  those  that  were  with  him,  being  (as  it  seemed)  a  notary, 
made  an  entry  of  this  act  Which  done,  another  of  the 
attendants  of  the  great  person,  which  was  with  him  in  the 
same  boat,  after  his  lord  had  spoken  a  little  to  him,  said  aloud ; 

'  tpieuH  Jaeium,  When  arcbera  try  which  can  shoot  furthest,  they  call  it  flight- 
shooting.  The  distance  would  be  between  200  and  300  yards.  Old  Double,  accord- 
ing to  Justice  Shallow,  would  have  **  carried  you  a  forehand  shaft  a  fourteen  and 
fourteen  and  half;"  that  is,  284  or  294  yards.     See  Hen.  IV.  Part  II.  act  3.  sc.  2. 
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<<  My  lord  would  have  you  know,  that  it  1b  not  of  pride  or 
greatness  that  he  cometh  not  aboard  your  ship ;  but  for  that  in 
your  answer  you  declare  that  you  have  many  sick  amongst 
you,  he  was  warned  by  the  Conservator  of  Health  of  the  city 
that  he  diould  keep  a  distance/'  We  bowed  ourselves  towards 
him,  and  answered,  "  We  were  his  humble  servants ;  and  ^c- 
oounted  for  great  honour  and  singular  humanity  towards  us 
that  which  was  already  done;  but  hoped  well  that  the  nature 
of  the  sickness  of  our  men  was  not  infectious.''  So  he  re- 
turned ;  and  a  while  after  came  the  notary  to  us  aboard  our 
ship ;  holding  in  his  hand  a  fruit  of  that  country,  like  an  orange, 
but  of  colour  between  orange-tawney  and  scarlet,  which  cast  a 
most  excellent  odour.  He  used  it  (as  it  seemeth)  for  a  pre- 
servative against  infection.  He  gave  us  our  oath ;  ^'  By  the 
name  of  Jesus  and  his  merits :"  and  after  told  us  that  the  next 
day  by  rix  of  the  dock  in  the  morning  we  should  be  sent  to, 
and  brought  to  the  Strangers*  House,  (so  he  called  it,)  where  we 
should  be  accommodated  of  things  both  for  our  whole  and  for 
our  sick.  So  he  left  us ;  and  when  we^  offered  him  some  pis- 
.tolets,  he  smiling  said,  '^  He  must  not  be  twice  paid  for  one 
labour :"  meaning  (as  I  take  it)  that  he  had  salary  sufficient  of 
Ithe  state  for  his  service.  For  (as  I  after  learned)  they  call  an 
'officer  that  taketh  rewards,  twice  paid. 

The  next  morning  early,  there  came  to  us  the  same  officer 
that  came  to  us  at  first  with  his  cane,  and  told  us,  **  He  came  to 
conduct  us  to  the  Strangers'  House;  and  that  he  had  prevented 
the  hour,  because  we  might  have  the  whole  day  before  us  for 
oir  business.  "  For,"  siud  he,  "  if  you  will  follow  my  advice, 
there  shall  first  go  with  me  some  few  of  you,  and  see  tiie  place, 
and  how  it  may  be  made  convenient  for  you ;  and  then  you 
may  send  for  your  sick,  and  the  rest  of  your  number  which  ye 
will  bring  on  land."  We  thanked  him,  and  said,  "  That  this  care 
which  he  took  of  desolate  strangers  God  would  reward."  And 
so  six  of  us  went  on  land  with  him:  and  when  we  were  on 
land,  he  went  before  us,  and  turned  to  us,  and  sidd  ^  ''  He 
was  but  our  servant,  and  our  guide."  He  led  us  through  three 
fair  streets;  and  all  the  way  we  went  there  were  gathered 
some  people  on  both  sides  standing  in  a  row ;  but  in  so  civil  a 
fashion,  as  if  it  had  been  not  to  wonder  at  us*  but  to  welcome 

•  So  fd.  1635.    Ed.  1629  has  he.  »  et  dixit,  perhumani  eertl  Ax. 

ut  videreutur  nou  turn  ad  otiotum  ipeetaeulum  ewvenutequam  §-c. 
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US ;  and  divers  of  them,  as  we  passed  by  tkem,  put  their  arms 
a  little  abroad  ;  which  is  their  gesture  when  they  bid  any  wel- 
come. The  Strangers'  House  is  a  fair  and  spacious  house,  built 
of  brick,  of  somewhat  a  bluer  colour  than  our  brick ;  and  with 
handsome  windows,  some  of  glass,  some  of  a  kind  of  ^Amhrift 
oiled.  He  brought  us  first  into  a  fair  parlour  above  stairs,,  and 
then  asked  us,  "  What  number  of  persons  we  were  ?  And  how 
many  sick  ?  "  We  answered,  *^  We  were  in  all  (sick  and  whole) 
one  and  fifty  persons,  whereof  our  sick  were  seventeen.'*  He 
desired  us  to  have  patience  a  little,  and  to  stay  till  he  came 
back  to  us ;  which  was  about  an  hour  after ;  and  then  he  led 
us  to  see  the  chambers  which  were  provided  for  uS)  being 
in  number  nineteen :  they  having  cast  it  (as  it  seemeth)  that 
four  of  those  chambers^  which  were  better  than  the  rest,  might 
receive  four  of  the  principal  men  of  our  company,  and  lodge 
them  alone  by  themselves ;  and  the  other  fifteen  chambers  were 
to  lodge  us  two  and  two  together.  The  chambers  were  hand- 
some and  cheerful  chambers,  and  furnished  civilly.  Then  he 
led  us  to  a  long  gallery,  like  a  dorture'.  where  he  showed  us  all 
along  the  one  side  (for  the  other  side  was  but  wall  and  window) 
seventeen  cells,  very  neat  ones,  having  partitions  of  cedar  wood. 
Which  gallery  and  cells,  being  in  all  forty,  (many  more  than  we 
needed,)  were  instituted  as  an  infirmary  for  sick  persons.  And 
he  told  us  withal,  that  as  any  of  our  sick  waxed  well,  h^  might 
be  removed  from  his  cell  to  a  chamber;  for  which  purpose 
there  were  set  forth  ten  spare  chambers,  besides  the  numb^  we 
spake  of  before.  This  done,  he  brought  us  back  to  the  parlour^ 
and  lifting  up  his  cane  a  little,  (as  they  do  when  they  give  any 
charge  or  conunand  \)  said  to  us,  '*  Ye  are  to  know  that  the 
custom  of  the  IsaiA  requireth,  that  after  this  day  and  to-morrow, 
(which  we  give  you  for  removing  of  your  people  from  your  ship,) 
you  are  to  keep  within  doors  for  three  days.  But  let  it  not 
trouble  you,  nor  do  not  think  yourselves  restrained,  but  rather 
left  to  your  rest  and  ease.  You  shall  want  nothing,  and  there 
are  six  of  our  people  appointed  to  attend  you,  for  any  business 
you  may  have  abroad."  We  gave  him  thanks  with  all  afiection 
and  respect,  and  said,  *^  God  surely  is  manifested  in  this  land*' 
We  ofiered  him  also  twenty  pistolets ;  but  he  snuled,  and  only 

'  Dormitory.     The  Lfttin  tnuiBlation  has,  quaUa  $oUHt  eae  dormitoria  monaehorum 
'  t.  e^  any  charge  which  they  have,  received  from  saperior  authority  ^  (jnotf  im 
more  iOit  erat  qwdiea  minittri  mandata  Muperiorum  referwU), 
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said ;  "  What?  twice  p^d  I "  And  so  he  left  ua.  Soon  aftex' 
our  dinner  was  served  in;  which  was  right  good  viands,  hoth 
for  bread  and  meat ' :  better  than  any  collegiate  diet  that  I 
have  known  in  Europe.  We  had  abo  drink  of  three  sorts,  all 
whdedome  and  good ;  wine  of  the  grape ;  a  drink  of  grain, 
such  as  is  with  us  our  ale,  but  more  clear ;  and  a  kind  of  cider 
made  of  a  fruit  of  that  country ;  a  wonderful  pleasing  and  re- 
freshing drink.  Besides,  there  were  brought  in  to  us  great 
store  of  those  scarlet  oranges  for  our  sick ;  which  (they  said) 
were  an  assured  remedy  for  sickness  taken  at  sea.  There 
was  given  us  also  a  box  of  small  grey  or  whitish  pills,  which 
they  wished  our  sick  should  take,  one  of  the  pills  every  night 
before  sleep ;  which  (they  said)  would  hasten  their  recovery. 
The  next  day,  after  that  our  trouble  of  carriage  and  removing 
of  our  men  and  goods  out  of  our  ship  was  somewhat  settled  and 
quiet,  I  thought  good  to  call  our  company  together;  and  when 
they  were  assembled  sidd  unto  them ;  '^  My  dear  friends,  let 
us  know  ourselves,  and  how  it  standeth  with  us.  We  are  men 
cast  on  land,  as  Jonas  was  out  of  the  whale's  belly,  when  we 
were  as  buried  in  the  deep :  and  now  we  are  on  land,  we  are 
but  between  death  and  life ;  for  we  are  beyond  both  the  old 
world  and  the  new ;  and  whether  ever  we  shall  see  Europe, 
God  only  knoweth.  It  is  a  kind  of  miracle  hath  brought  us 
hither:  and  it  must  be  little  less  that  shall  bring  us  hence. 
Therefore  in  regard  of  our  deliverance  past,  and  our  danger 
present  and  to  come,  let  us  look  up  to  God,  and  every  man  re- 
form his  own  ways.  Besides  we  are  come  here  amongst  a 
Christian  people,  full  of  piety  and  humanity :  let  us  not  bring 
that  confusion  of  face  upon  ourselves,  as  to  show  our  vices  or 
unworthiness  before  them.  Yet  there  is  more.  For  they  have 
by  commandment  (though  in  form  of  courtesy)  cloistered  us 
within  these  walls  for  three  days:  who  knoweth  whether  it 
be  not  to  take  some  taste  of  our  manpftrft  and  conditions? 
and  if  they  find  them  bad,  to  banish  us  straightways ;  if  good, 
to  give  us  further  time.  For  these  men  that  they  have  given 
us  for  attendance  may  withal  have  an  eye  upon  us.  Therefore 
for  God's  love,  and  as  we  love  the  weal  of  our  souls  and  bodies, 
let  us  so  behave  ourselves  as  we  may  be  at  peace  with  God,  and 
may  find  grace  in  the  eyes  of  this  people."     Our  company  with 

>  The  translation  has  both  for  meat  and  drink ;  tam  rtspeclu  ciborwn  quam  patAs  i 
and  In  the  next  line  but  one,  Potui  erat  trium  ffenerum,  ^e. 
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one  voice  lihanked  me  for  my  good  admonition^  and  promised 
me  to  liye  eioberly  and  civillj,  and  without  giving  any  the  least 
occasion  of  offence.  So  we  spent  our  three  days  joyfully  and 
wi^out  care^  in  expectation  what  would  be  done  witii  us  when 
they  were  expired.  During  which  time,  we  had  every  hour 
joy  of  the  amendment  of  our  sick;  who  thought  themselves 
cast  into  some  divine  pool  of  healing,  they  mended  so  kindly 
and  so  fast. 

The  morrow  after  our  three  days  were  past,  there  came  to 
us  a  new  man  that  we  had  not  seen  before,  clothed  in  blue  as 
the  former  was,  save  that  his  turban  was  white,  with  a  small 
red  cross  on  the  top.  He  had  also  a  tippet  of  fine  linen.  At 
his  coming  in,  he  did  bend  to  us  a  little,  and  put  his  arms 
abroad.  We  of  our  parts  saluted  him  in  a  very  lowly  and  sub- 
missive manner;  as  looking  that  from  him  we  should  receive 
sentence  of  life  or  death.  He  desired  to  speak  with  some  few 
of  us :  whereupon  six  of  us  only  stayed,  and  the  rest  avoided 
the  room.  He  said,  "  I  am  by  office  governor  of  this  House  of 
Strangers,  and  by  vocation  I  am  a  Christian  priest;  and  there- 
fore am  come  to  you  to  offer  you  my  service,  both  as  strangers 
and  chiefly  as  Christians.  Some  thiDgs  I  may  tell  you,  which 
I  think  you  will  not  be  unwilling  to  hear.  The  state  hath 
given  you  licence  to  stay  on  land  for  the  space  of  six  weeks: 
and  let  it  not  trouble  you  if  your  occasions  ask  further  time, 
for  the  law  in  this  point  is  not  precise ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  but 
myself  shall  be  able  to  obtain  for  you  such  further  time  as  may 
be  convenient.  Ye  shall  also  understand,  that  the  Strangers' 
House  is  at  this  time  rich,  and  much  aforehand ;  for  it  hath  laid 
up  revenue  these  thirty-seven  years ;  for  so  long  it  is  since  any 
stranger  arrived  in  this  part :  and  therefore  take  ye  no  care ; 
the  state  will  defray  you  all  the  time  you  stay ;  neither  shall 
you  stay  one  day  the  less  for  that.  As  for  any  merchandise  ye 
have  brought,  ye  shall  be  well  used,  and  have  your  return 
either  in  merchandise  or  in  gold  and  silver :  for  to  us  it  is  all 
one.  And  if  you  have  any  other  request  to  make,  hide  it  not. 
For  ye  shall  find  we  will  not  make  your  countenance  to  fall  by 
the  answer  ye  shall  receive.  Only  this  I  must  tell  you,  that 
none  of  you  must  go  above  a  haran^  (that  is  with  them  a  mile 
and  an  half)  "from  the  walls  of  the  city,  without  especial  leave.* 
We  answered,  after  we  had  looked  awhile  one  upon  another' 
admiring  tl^s  gracious  and  parent-like  usage ;  "  That  we  could 
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not  tell  what  to  say;  for  we  wanted  words  to  express  our 
thanks ;  and  his  noble  free  offers  left  us  nothing  to  ask.  It 
seemed  to  us  that  wq  had  before  us  a  picture  of  our  salyation 
in  heayen ;  for  we  that  were  awhile  since  in  the  jaws  of  death, 
were  now  brought  into  a  place  where  we  found  nothing  but 
consolations.  For  the  commandment  laid  upon  us,  we  would 
not  fail  to  obey  it,  though  it  was  impossible  but  our  hearts 
should  be  inflamed  to  tread  further  upon  this  happy  and  holy 
ground."  We  added ;  "  That  our  tongues  should  first  cleave  to 
the  roofs  of  our  mouths,  ere  we  should  forget  either  his  re- 
verend person  or  this  whole  nation  in  our  prayers."  We  also 
most  humbly  besought  him  to  accept  of  us  as  his  true  servants, 
by  as  just  a  right  as  ever  men  on  earth  were  bounden ;  laying 
and  presenting  both  our  persons  and  all  we  had  at  his  feet. 
|He  said ;  '^  He  was  a  priest,  and  looked  for  a  priest's  reward : 
Iwhich  was  our  brotherly  love  and  the  good  of  our  souls  and 
Ibodies."  So  he  went  from  us,  not  without  tears  of  tenderness 
in  his  eyes ;  and  left  us  also  confused  with  joy  and  kindness, 
saying  amongst  ourselves,  ^^  That  we  were  come  into  a  land  of 
angels,  which  did  appear  to  us  daily  and  prevent  us  with  com- 
forts, which  we  thought  not  of,  much  less  expected." 

The  next  day,  about  ten  of  the  clock,  the  governor  came  to  us 
again,  and  after  salutations  said  familiarly,  ''That  he  was  come 
to  visit  us":  and  called  for  a  chair,  and  sat  him  down :  and  we, 
being  some  ten  of  us,  (the  rest  were  of  the  meaner  sort,  or  elsel 
gone  abroad,)  sat  down  with  him.  And  when  we  were  set,  he 
began  thus :  ''  We  of  this  island  of  Bensalem,"  (for  so  they  call 
it  in  their  language,)  ''have  this;  that  by  means  of  our  solitary 
situation,  and  of  the  laws  of  secrecy  which  we  have  for  our 
travellers,  and  our  rare  admission  of  strangers,  we  know  well 
most  part  of  the  habitable  world,  and  are  ourselves  unknown. 
Therefore  because  he  that  knoweth  least  is  fittest  to  ask  ques- 
tions, it  is  more  reason,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  time,  that 
ye  ask  me  questions,  than  that  I  ask  you."  We  answered; 
"  That  we  humbly  thanked  him  that  he  would  give  us  leave  so 
to  do :  and  that  we  conceived  by  the  taste  we  had  already,  that 
there  was  no  worldly  thing  on  earth  more  worthy  to  be  known 
than  the  state  of  that  happy  land.  But  above  all,"  (we  said,) 
"  since  that  we  were  met  from  the  several  ends  of  the  world, 
and  hoped  assuredly  that  we  should  meet  one  day  in  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,  (for  that  we  were  both  parts  Christians,)  we 
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desired  to  know  (in  respect  that  land  was  so  remote,  and  so 
divided  by  vast  and  unknown  seas,  from  the  land  where  our 
Saviour  walked  on  earth,)  who  was  the  apostle  of  that  nation, 
and  how  it  was  converted  to  the  faith?"  It  appeared  in  his 
face  that  he  took  great  contentment  in  this  our  question :  he 
said,  ^'  Ye  knit  my  heart  to  you,  by  asking  this  question  in  the 
first  place ;  for  it  sheweth  that  you  first  seek  the  kingdom  of 
heaven ;  and  I  shall  gladly  and  briefly  satisfy  your  demand* 

''  About  twenty  years  after  the  ascension  of  our  Saviour,  it 
came  to  pass  that  there  was  seen  by  the  people  of  Kenfusa, 
(a  city  upon  the  eastern  coast  of  our  island,)  within  night,  (the 
night  was  cloudy  and  calm,)  as  it  might  be  some  mile  into  the 
sea,  a  great  pillar  of  light ;  not  sharp,  but  in  form  of  a  column 
or  cylinder,  rising  from  the  sea  a  great  way  up  towards  heaven : 
and  on  the  top  of  it  was  seen  a  large  cross  of  light,  more  bright 
and  resplendent  than  the  body  of  the  pillar.  Upon  which  so 
strange  a  spectacle,  the  people  of  the  city  gathered  apace  toge- 
ther upon  the  sands,  to  wonder;  and  so  after  put  themselves 
into  a  number  of  small  boats,  to  go  nearer  to  this  marvellous 
sight.  But  when  the  boats  were  come  within  about  sixty  yards 
of  the  pillar,  they  found  themselves  all  bound,  and  cotdd  go  no 
further ;  yet  so  as  they  might  move  to  go  about,  but  might 
not  approach  nearer :  so  as  the  boats  stood  all  as  in  a  theatre,  be- 
holding this  light  as  an  heavenly  sign.^  It  so  fell  out,  that  there 
was  in  one  of  the  boats  one  of  the  wise  men  of  the  society  of 
Salomon's  House;  which  hQuse  or  college  (my  good  brethren)  is 
the  very  eye  of  this  kingdom ;  who  having  awhile  attentively 
and  devoutiy  viewed  and  contemplated  this  pillar  and  cross, 
fell  down  upon  his  face ;  and  then  raised  himself  upon  his 
knees,  and  lifting  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  made  his  prayers  in 
this  manner : 

** '  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  thou  hast  vouchsafed  of 
thy  grace  to  those  of  our  order,  to  know  thy  works  of  creation, 
and  the  secrets  of  them;  and  to  discern  (as  far  as  appertaineth 
to  the  generations  of  men)  between  divine  miracles,  works  of 
nature,  works  of  art,  and  impostures  and  illusions  of  all  sorts.' 
I  do  here  acknowledge  and  testify  before  this  people,  that  the 
thing  which  we  now  see  before  our  eyes  is  thy  Finger  and  a 
true  Miracle ;  and  forasmuch  as  we  learn  in  our  books  that 

>  tcaiquam  scenam  eakstenh  la  the  translation. 
'  illutionet  dtanonum,  cum  impotturit  omnimodis. 
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thou  never  workest  miracles  but  to  a  divine  and  excellent  end, 
(for  the  laws  of  nature  are  thine  own  laws^  and  thou  exceedest 
them  not  but  upon  great  cause^)  we  most  humbly  beseech  thee 
to  prosper  iMs  great  sign,  and  to  give  us  the  interpretation  and 
use  of  it  in  mercy ;  which  thou  dost  in  some  part  secretly  pro- 
mise by  sending  it  unto  us.' 

'^Wben  he  had  made  his  prayer,  he  presently  found  the 
boat  he  was  in  moveable  and  unbound;  whereas  all  the  rest 
remained  still  fast ;  and  taking  that  for  an  assurance  of  leave 
to  approach,  he  caused  the  boat  to  be  softly  and  with  silence 
rowed  towards  the  pillar.  But  ere  he  came  near  it,  the  pillar 
and  cross  of  light  brake  up,  and  cast  itself  abroad,  as  it  were, 
into  a  firmament  of  many  stars;  which  also  vanished  soon 
after,  and  there  was  nothing  left  to  be  seen  but  a  small  ark  or 
chest  of  cedar,  dry,  and  not  wet  at  aU  with  water,  though  it 
swam.  And  in  ^e  fore-end  of  it,  which  was  towards  him, 
grew  a  small  green  branch  of  palm ;  and  when  the  wise  man 
had  taken  it  with  all  reverence  into  his  boat,  it  opened  of  itself, 
and  there  were  found  in  it  a  Book  and  a  Letter  ;  both  written 
in  fine  parchment,  and  wrapped  in  ^xidon^  of  linen.  The  Book 
contained  all  the  canonical  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment, according  as  you  have  them,  (for  we  know  weU  what  the 
Churches  with  you  recdve);  and  the  Apocalypse  itself  ^  and 
some  other  books  of  the  New  Testament  which  were  not  at  that 
time  written,  were  nevertheless  in  the  Book.  And  for  the 
Letter,  it  was  in  these  words : 

*^  *  I  Bartholomew,  a  servant  of  the  Highest,  and  Apostle  of 
Jesus  Christ,  was  warned  by  an  angel  that  appeared  to  me  in 
a  vision  of  glory,  that  I  should  commit  this  ark  to  the  floods  of 
the  sea.  Therefore  I  do  testify  and  declare  unto  that  people 
where  God  shall  ordain  this  ark  to  come  to  land,  that  in  the 
same  day  is  come  unto  them  salvation  and  peace  and  good- 
will, from  the  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jesus.' 

"  There  was  also  in  both  these  writings,  as  well  the  Book  as 
the  Letter,  wrought  a  great  miracle,  conform  to  that  of  the 
Apostles  in  the  original  Gift  of  Tongues.  For  there  being  at 
that  time  in  this  land  Hebrews,  Persians,  and  Indians,  besides 
the  natives,  every  one  read  upon  the  Book  and  Letter,  as  if 

>  The  original  has  a  lemicolon  after  -  itself,"  which  would  seem  to  connect  this 
clause  with  the  last  But  the  translation  (ApocalypsU  ipsa)  shows  that  it  was  meant 
to  be  the  beginning  of  a  new  sentence. 
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they  had  been  written  in  his  own  language.  And  thuB  was  this 
land  saved  from  infidelity  (as  the  remain  of  the  old  world  was 
from  water)  by  an  ark^  through  Ihe  apostolical  and  miraculous 
evangelism  of  St.  Bartholomew."  And  here  he  paused^  and  a 
messenger  came^  and  called  him  from  us.  So  this  was  all  that 
passed  in  that  conference. 

The  next  day^  the  same  governor  came  again  to  us  im- 
mediately after  dinner^  and  excused  himself,  saying,  "  That  the 
day  before  he  was  called  from  us  somewhat  abruptly,  but  now 
he  would  make  us  amends,  and  spend  time  with  us,  if  we  held 
his  company  and  conference  agreeable."  We  answered,  "  That 
we  held  it  so  agreeable  and  pleasing  to  us,  as  we  forgot  both 
dangers  past  and  fears  to  come,  for  the  time  we  heard  him 
speak;  and  that  we  thought  an  hour  spent  with  him,  was 
worth  years  of  our  former  life."  He  bowed  himself  a  little  to 
us,  and  after  we  were  set  again,  he  sfdd ;  "  Well,  the  questions 
are  on  your  part."  One  of  our  number  said,  after  a  little 
pause ;  ^*  That  there  was  a  matter  we  were  no  less  desirous  to 
know,  than  fearful  to  ask,  lest  we  might  presume  too  far.  But 
encouraged  by  his  rare  humanity  towards  us,  (that  could  scarce 
think  ourselves  strangers,  being  his  vowed  and  professed  ser- 
vants,) we  would  take  the  hardiness  to  propound  it:  humbly 
beseeching  him,  if  he  thought  it  not  fit  to  be  answered,  that  he 
would  pardon  it,  though  he  rejected  it."  We  said ;  **  We  well 
observed  those  his  words,  which  he  formerly  spake,  that  this 
happy  island  where  we  now  stood  was  known  to  few,  and  yet 
knew  most  of  the  nations  of  the  world ;  which  we  found  to  be 
true,  considering  they  had  the  languages  of  Europe,  and  knew 
much  of  our  state  and  business ;  and  yet  we  in  Europe  (not- 
withstimding  all  the  remote  discoveries  and  navigations  of  this 
last  age,)  never  heard  any  of  the  least  inkling  or  glimpse  of  this 
island.  This  we  found  wonderfrd  strange ;  for  that  all  nations 
have  inter-knowledge'  one  of  another  either  by  voyage  into 
foreign  parts,  or  by  strangers  that  come  to  them :  and  though 
the  traveller  into  a  foreign  country  doth  commonly  know  more 
by  the  eye,  than  he  that  stayeth  at  home  can  by  relation  of  the 
traveller ;  yet  both  ways  suffice  to  make  a  mutual  knowledge, 
in  some  degree,  on  botii  parts.  But  for  this  island,  we  never 
heard  tell  of  any  ship  of  theirs  that  had  been  seen  to  arrive 

^  €nUrknowUdg9  in  the  original. 
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upon  any  shore  of  Europe ;  no,  nor  of  either  the  East  or  West 
Indies ;  nor  yet  of  any  ship  of  any  other  part  of  the  world  that 
had  made  return  from  them.  And  yet  the  marvel  rested  not 
in  this.  For  the  situation  of  it  (as  his  lordship  said)  in  the 
secret  conclave  of  such  a  vast  sea  might  cause  it.  But  then 
that  they  should  have  knowledge  of  the  languages,  books, 
affairs,  of  those  that  lie  such  a  distance  from  them,  it  was  a 
thing  we  could  not  tell  what  to  make  of;  for  that  it  seemed 
to  us  a  condition  and  propriety  of  divine  powers  and  beings,  to 
be  hidden  and  imseen  to  others,  and  yet  to  have  others  open 
and  aa  in  a  light  to  them.'^  At  this  speech  the  governor  gave 
a  gracious  ^rnile,  and  said ;  ^'  That  we  did  well  to  ask  pardon 
for  this  question  we  now  asked ;  for  that  it  imported  as  if  we 
thought  this  land  a  land  of  magicians,  that  sent  forth  spirits  of 
the  air  into  all  parts,  to  bring  them  news  and  intelligence  of 
other  countries.**  It  was  answered  by  us  all,  in  all  possible 
humbleness,  but  yet  with  a  countenance  taking  knowledge 
that  we  knew  that  he  spake  it  but  merrily,  "  That  we  were 
apt  enough  to  think  there  was  somewhat  supernatural  in  this 
island ;  but  yet  rather  as  angelical  than  magical  But  to  let  his 
lordship  know  truly  what  it  was  that  made  us  tender  and 
doubtful  to  ask  this  question,  it  was  not  any  such  conceit,  but 
because  we  remembered  he  had  given  a  touch  in  his  former 
speech,  that  this  land  had  laws  of  secrecy  touching  strangers." 
To  this  he  said;  /'  You  remember  it  aright;  and  therefore  in 
that  I  shall  say  to  you  I  must  reserve  some  particulars,  which 
it  is  not  lawful  for  me  to  reveal ;  but  there  will  be  enough  left 
to  give  you  satisfaction. 

'^  You  shall  understand  (that  which  perhaps  you  will  scarce 
think  credible)  that  about  three  thousand  years  ago,  or  some- 
what more,  the  navigation  of  the  world,  (specially  for  remote 
voyages,)  was  greater  than  at  this  day.  Do  not  think  with 
yourselves  that  I  know  not  how  much  it  is  increased  with  you 
within  these  six-score  years:  I  know  it  well:  and  yet  I  say 
greater  then  than  now ;  whether  it  was,  that  the  example  of 
the  ark,  that  saved  the  retnnant  of  men  from  the  universal 
deluge,  gave  men  confidence  to  adventure  upon  the  waters;  or 
what  it  was;  but  such  is  the  truth.  The  Phcenicians,  and 
especially  the  Tyrians,  had  great  fleets.  So  had  the  Car- 
thaginians,  their  colony,  which  is  yet  further  west.  Toward 
the  east,  the  shipping  of  Egypt  and  of  Palestina  was  likewise 
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great  China  also^  and  the  great  Atlantis  (that  you  call 
America),  which  have  now  but  junks  and  canoes  ^  abounded 
then  in  tall  ships.  This  island  (as  appeareth  by  faithful  regis* 
ters  of  those  times)  had  then  fifteen  hundred  strong  ships,  of 
great  content.  Of  all  this  there  is  with  you  sparing  memory, 
or  none ;  but  we  have  large  knowledge  thereof. 

*'  At  that  time,  this  land  was  known  and  frequented  by  the 
ships  and  vessels  of  all  the  nations  before  named.  And  (as  it 
Cometh  to  pass)  they  had  many  times  men  of  other  countries, 
that  were  no  s^ors,  that  came  with  them ;  as  Persians,  Chal* 
deans,  Arabians ;  so  as  almost  all  nations  of  might  and  fame 
resorted  hither ;  of  whom  we  have  some  stirps  and  little  tribes 
with  us  at  this  day.  And  for  our  own  ships,  they  went  sundry 
voyages,  as  well  to  your  Straits,  which  you  call  the  Pillars  of 
Hercules  ^,  as  to  other  parts  in  the  Atlantic  and  Mediterrane  . 
Seas;  as  to  Paguin' (which  is  the  same  with  Cambaline^) and 
Quinzy  ^  upon  the  Oriental  Seas,  as  far  as  to  the  borders  of 
the  East  Tartary. 

''  At  the  same  time,  and  an  age  after,  or  more,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  great  Atlantis  did  flourish.^  For  though  the 
narration  and  description  which  is  made  by  a  great  man  with 
you,  that  the  descendants  of  Neptune  planted  there ;  and  of 
the  magnificent  temple,  palace,  city,  and  hill ;  and  the  mani- 
fold  streams  of  goodly  navigable  rivers,  (which,  as  so  many 
chains,  environed  the  same  site  and  temple) ;  and  the  several 
degrees  of  ascent  whereby  men  did  climb  up  to  the  same,  as 

*  Csnoa'f  in  the  original. 

'  Hercules  is  called  by  Edrlsl  Dhoulcamain.  He  says  he  lived  in  the  time  of 
Abraham,  and  has  been  confounded  with  Iscander  Dhoulcamain,  or  Alexander  the 
two-homed.  That  the  limits  beyond  which  it  is  impossible  to  pass  were  set  up  by 
Dhoulcamain  gives  the  obvious  explanation  of  the  passage  in  Chaucer's  Troilut  and 
Creuida :  — 

*<  I  am  tyl  God  me  bettre  mynde  sende, 
At  Dulcamon,  right  at  my  wytte*s  end," 

^qui  interpretes  ihlre  torsit." — R.  L,  E, 

'  Peking.  It  seems  as  if  Bacon  supposed  that  Peking  was  a  sea^port.  —  R.  L.  E, 
[The  translation  adds  eivitatem  in  Ckind  aniiquUsimam.'] 

*  Cambalu  is  the  reading  of  the  common  text  of  Marco  Polo.  The  word  is  pro- 
perly Khambalik.  It  is  the  Tartar  name  for  Peking.  —  R.  L.  E,  [It  is  Cambalu  in 
the  translation  ;  and  in  the  English  Bacon  probably  wrote  Cambalue»  —  /.  S,] 

*  The  Quinsai  of  Marco  Polo,  now  Hangchowfoo.  '■^R,L,  E, 

*  Sec  Plato,  Crltias,  p.  1 13.,  and  TimsBus,  p.  26.  Everything  relating  to  the  story 
of  Atlantis  has  been  collected  by  Humboldt,  Examen  critique  de  VHiUoire  de  la  GSo- 
ffrtiphie,  &c.,  1.  p.  167.  Compare  Martin,  Etudei  tur  le  IHmee^  and  see  Gesenlus, 
Monwnenta  Phanid€i,  for  an  account  of  a  spurious  Phoenician  iniicription,  purporting 
to  give  the  history  of  the  destmction  of  Atlantis.  It  may  be  a  question  whether  there 
be  not  some  affinity  between  Atlantis  and  Homer*s  Pha^acia.  —  R.  Z..  E, 
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if  it  had  been  a  scala  coeii;  be  all  poetical  and  fabulous:  jet 
so  much  is  true^  that  the  sidd  country  of  Atlantis,  as  well 
that  of  PerUj>  then  called  Coya,  as  that  of  M^xieo,  thftTi  nampd 
Tycaml^l,  were  mighty  and  proud  kingdoms  in  arms,  ship- 
ping, and  riches :  so  mighty,  as  at  one  time  (or  at  least  within 
the  space  of  ten  years)  they  both  made  two  great  expeditions ; 
they  of  Tyrambel  through  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mediterrane 
Sea ;  and  they  of  Coya  through  the  South  Sea  upon  this  our 
island.  And  for  the  former  of  these,  which  was  into  Europe, 
the  same  author  amongst  you  (as  it  seemeth)  had  some  relation 
from  the  Egyptian  priest  whom  he.  citetL  For  assuredly  such 
a  thing- there  was.  But  whether  it  were  the  ancient  Athenians 
that  had  the  glory  of  the  repulse  and  resistance  of  those  forces, 
I  can  say  nothing :  but  certain  it  is,  there  neyer  came  back 
either  ship  or  man  from  that  voyage.  Neither  had  the  other 
voyage  of  those  of  Coya  upon  us  had  better  fortune,  if  they 
had  not  met  with  enemies  of  greater  clemency.  For  the  king 
of  this  island  (by  name  Altabin)  a  wise  man  and  a  great  war- 
rior, knowing  well  both  his  own  strength  and  that  of  his 
enemies,  handled  the  matter  so,  as  he  cut  off  their  land-forces 
from  their  ships ;  and  entoiled  both  their  navy  and  their  camp 
with  a  greater  power  than  theirs,  both  by  sea  and  land ;  and 
compelled  them  to  render  themselves  without  striking  stroke : 
and  after  they  were  at  his  mercy,  contenting  himself  only  with 
their  oath  that  they  should  no  more  bear  arms  against  him, 
dismissed  them  all  in  safety.  But  the  Divine  Kevenge  overtook 
not  long  after  those  proud  enterprises.  For  within  less  than 
the  space  of  one  hundred  years,  the  great  Atlantis  was  utterly 
lost  and  destroyed :  not  by  a  great  earthquake,  as  your  man 
saith,  (for  that  whole  tract  is  little  subject  to  earthquakes,) 
but  by  a  particular  deluge  or  inundation;  those  countries 
having,  at  this  day,  far  greater  rivers  and  far  higher  moun- 
tains to  pour  down  waters,  than  any  part  of  the  old  world. 
But  it  is  true  that  the  same  inundation  was  not  deep ;  not 
past  forty  foot,  in  most  places,  from  the  ground:  so  that 
although  it  destroyed  man  and  beast  generally,  yet  some  few 
wild  inhabitants  of  the  wood  *  escaped.  Birds  also  were  saved 
by  flying  to  the  high  trees  and  woods.  For  as  for  men,  al- 
though they  had  buildings  in  many  places  higher  than  the 

>  The  translation  lays,  of  the  mountaiM :  tilvetiret  hahiiatares  quidam  montium. 
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depth  of  the  water,  yet  that  mundation,  though  it  were  ahallow, 
had  a  long  continuance ;  whereby  they  of  the  vale  that  were . 
not  drowned,  perished  for  want  of  food  and  other  things  neces-  [ 
aary.  So  as  marvel  you  not  at  the  thin  popuktion  of  Ame- 
rica, nor  at  the  rudeness  and  ignorance  of  the  people ;  for  you 
must  account  your  inhabitants  of  America  as  a  young  people ; 
younger  a  thousand  years,  at  the  least,  than  the  rest  of  the 
if^orld;  for  that  there  was  so  much  time  between  the  universal 
flood  and  their  particular  inundation.  For  the  poor  remnant  of 
human  seed  which  renuuned  in  their  mountains  peopled  the 
country  again  slowly,  by  littie  and  little;  and  being  simple 
and  savage  people,  (not  like  Noah  and  his  sons,  which  was  the 
chief  family  of  the  earth,)  they  were  not  able  to  leave  letters, 
arts,  and  civility  to  their  posterity;  and  having  likewise  in 
their  mountainous  habitations  been  used  (in  respect  of  the 
extreme  cold  of  those  regions)  to  clothe  themselves  with  the 
skins  of  tigers,  bears,  and  great  hairy  goats,  that  they  have  in 
those  parts ;  when  after  they  came  down  into  the  valley,  and 
found  the  intolerable  heats  which  are  there,  and  knew  no  means 
of  lighter  apparel,  they  were  forced  to  b^in  ^e  custom  of 
going  naked,  which  continueth  at  this  day.  Only  they  take 
great^  pride  and  delight  in  the  feathers  of  birds,  and  this  also 
they  took  from  those  their  ancestors  of  the  mountains,  who 
were  invited  unto  it  by  the  infinite  flights  of  birds  that  came 
up  to  the  high  grounds,  while  the  waters  stood  below.  So  you 
see,  by  this  main  accident  of  time,  we  lost  our  traffic  with  the 
Americans,  with  whom  of  all  others,  in  regard  they  lay  nearest 
to  us,  we  had  most  commerce.  As  for  the  other  parts  of  the 
world,  it  is  most  manifest  that  in  the  ages  following  (whether 
it  were  in  respect  of  wars,  or  by  a  natural  revolution  of  time,) 
navigation  did  every  where  greatiy  decay ;  and  specially  far 
voyages  (the  rather  by  the  use  of  galleys^  and  such  vessels  as 
could  hardly  brook  the  ocean,)  were  altogether  left  and  omitted. 
So  then,  that  part  of  intercourse^  which  could  be  from  other 
nations  to  sail  to  us,  you  see  how  it  hath  long  since  ceased ; 
except  it  were  by  some  rare  accident,  as  this  of  yours.  But 
now  of  the  cessation  of  that  other  part  of  intercourse,  which 
might  be  by  our  sailing  to  other  nations,  I  must  yield  you 
some  other  cause.     For  I  cannot  say  (if  I  shall  say  truly,)  but 

'  propterta  qmod  triremes  .   ^   %  in  unm  venire  ecqterunL 
'  entercouree  ia  orlg. 


144  NEW  ATLANTIS. 

our  shippings  for  number,  strength,  mariners,  pilots,  and  all 
things  that  appertain  to  navigation,  is  as  great  as  ever :  and 
therefore  why  we  should  sit  at  home,  I  shall  now  give  you  an 
account  by  itself:  and  it  will  draw  nearer  to  give  you  satis- 
&ction  to  your  principal  question. 

'<  There  reigned  in  this  island,  about  nineteen  hundred 
years  ago,  a  King,  whose  memory  of  all  others  we  most  adore ; 
not  superstitiously,  but  as  a  divine  instrument,  though  a  mortal 
man ;  his  name  was  Solamona :  and  we  esteem  him  as  the  law- 
giver of  our  nation.  This  king  had  a  larffe  /leart,  inscrutable 
for  good ;  and  was  wholly  bent  to  make  his  kingdom  and  people 
happy.  He  therefore,  taking  into  consideration  how  sufficient 
and  yil^t^tftntivft  this  land  was  to  maintain  itself  without  any  aid 
at  all  of  the  foreigner;  being  five  thousand  six  hundred  miles  in 
circuity  and  of  rare  fertility  of  soil  in  the  greatest  part  thereof; 
and  finding  also  the  shipping  of  this  country  might  be  plen* 
tifully  set  on  work,  both  by  fishing  and  by  transportations 
from  port  to  port,  and  likewise  by  sailing  unto  some  small 
islands  that  are  not  far  from  us,  and  are  under  the  crown  and 
laws  of  this  state;  and  recalling  into  his  memory  the  happy 
and  flourishing  estate  wherein  this  land  then  was,  so  as  it 
might  be  a  thousand  ways  altered  to  the  worse>  but  scarce  any 
one  way  to  the  better ;  thought  nothing  wanted  to  his  noble 
and  heroical  intentions,  but  only  (as  far  as  human  foresight 
might  reach)  to  give  perpetuity  to  that  which  was  in  his  tmie 
so  happily  established.  Therefore  amongst  his  other  funda- 
mental laws  of  this  kingdom,  he  did  ord^n  the  interdicts  and 
prohibitions  wMch  we  have  touching  entrance  of  strangers; 
which  at  that  time  (though  it  was  ufter  the  calamity  of  Ame- 
rica) was  frequent;  doubting  novelties,  and  commixture  of 
manners.  It  is  true,  the  like  law  against  the  admission  of 
strangers  without  licence  is  an  ancient  law  in  the  kingdom  of 
China,  and  yet  continued  in  use.  But  there  it  is  a  poor  thing ; 
and  hath  made  them  a  curious,  ignorant,  fearful,  foolish  nation. 
But  our  lawgiver  made  his  law  of  another  temper.  For  first, 
he  hath  preserved  all  points  of  humanity,  in  taking  order  and 
making  provision  for  the  relief  of  strangers  distressed ;  whereof 
you  have  tasted.**  At  which  speech  (as  reason  was)  we  all  rose 
up,  and  bowed  ourselves.  He  went  on.  **  That  king  also,  still 
desiring  to  join  humanity  and  policy  together ;  and  thinking  it 
against  humanity  to  detain  strangers  here  against  their  wills. 
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and  agsunst  policy  ihat  they  should  return  and  discover  their 
knowledge  of  this  estate^  he  took  this  course :  he  did  ordain 
that  of  the  strangers  that  should  be  permitted  to  land^  as  manj 
(at  all  times)  might  depart  as  would;  but  as  many  as  wouU 
stay  should  have  very  good  conditions  and  means  to  live  froii 
the  state.  Wherein  he  saw  so  far^  that  now  in  so  many  age 
since  the  prohibition,  we  have  memory  not  of  one  ship  that 
ever  returned;  and  but  of  thirteen  persons  only,  at  several 
times,  that  chose  to  return  m  our  bottoms.  What  those  few 
that  returned  may  have  reported  abroad  I  know  not.  But  you 
must  think,  whatsoever  they  have  said  could  be  taken  where 
they  came  but  for  a  dream.  Now  for  our  travelling  from 
hence  into  parts  abroad,  our  Lawgiver  thought  fit  altogether  to 
restrain  it.  So  is  it  not  in  China.  For  the  Chineses  sail  where 
they  will  or  can ;  which  sheweth  that  their  law  of  keeping  out 
stmngers  is  a  law  of  pusiUanimity  and  fear.  But  this  restraint 
of  ours  hath  one  only  exception,  which  is  admirable ;  preserving 
the  good  which  cometh  by  communicating  with  strangers,  and 
avoiding  the  hurt;  and  I  will  now  open  it  to  you.  And  here 
I  shall  seem  a  little  to  digress,  but  you  will  by  and  by  find  it 
pertinents  Ye  shall  understand  (my  dear  friends)  that  amongst 
the  excellent  acts  of  that  king,  one  above  all  hath  the  pre-> 
eminence.  It  was  the  erection  and  institution  of  an  Order  or 
Society  which  we  call  SdhmorCs  House  ;  the  noblest  foundation  ] 
(as  we  think)  that  ever  was  upon  the  earth ;  and  the  lanthom  I 
of  this  kingdom.  It  is  dedicated  to  the  study  of  the  Works  ' 
and  Creatures  of  God.  Some  think  it  beareth  the  founder's 
name  a  little  corrupted,  as  if  it  should  be  Solamona's  House. 
But  the  records  write  it  as  it  is  spoken.  So  as  I  take  it  to  be 
denominate  of  the  King  of  the  Hebrews,  which  is  famous  with 
you,  and  no  stranger  to  us.  For  we  have  some  parts  of  his 
works  which  with  you  are  lost;  namely,  that  Natural  History 
which  he  wrote,  of  all  plants,  from  the  cedar  of  Libanus  to 
the  mo$8  that  groweth  out  of  the  wall,  and  of  all  things  that 
have  life  and  motion.  This  maketh  me  think  that  our  king, 
finding  himself  to  symbolize  in  many  things  with  that  king  of 
the  Hebrews  (which  lived  many  years  before  him),  honoured 
him  with  the  title  of  this  foundation.^      And  I  am  the  rather 


'  Bacon  In  speaking  of  this  king  who  symbolizes  with  Solomon  seems  to  allude 
to  James  I.  —  R.  L,  E,  [If  the  New  AtUmtia  had-  been  written  In  the  earlier  part 
of  Jaroes*s  reign,  Bacon  might  have  been  suspected  perhaps  of  some  such  allusion,    tit 

VOU   III.  I- 
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induced  to  be  of  thie  opinion^  for  that  I  find  in  ancient  records 
this  Order  or  Society  is  sometimes  called  Salomon's  House, 
)and  sometimes  the  College  of  the  Six  Days  Works;  whereby 
I  am  satisfied  that  our  excellent  king  had  learned  from 
the  Hebrews  that  God  had  created  the  world  and  all  that 
therein  is  within  six  days;  and  therefore  he  instituting  that 
House  for  the  finding  out  of  the  true  nature  of  all  things  ^ 
(whereby  God  might  have  the  more  glory  in  the  workman- 
ship of  them,  and  men  the  more  fruit  in  the  use  of  them^) 
did  give  it  also  that  second  name.  But  now  to  come  to  our 
present  purpose*  When  the  king  had  forbidden  to  all  his 
people  navigation  into  any  part  tiiat  was  not  under  his  crown, 
he  made  nevertheless  this  ordinance ;  That  every  twelve  years 
there  should  be  set  forth  out  of  this  kingdom  two  ships,  ap- 
pointed to  several  voyages ;  That  in  either  of  these  ships  there 
nhould  be  a  mission  of  three  of  the  Fellows  or  Brethren  of  Salo- 
.  aion's  House ;  whose  errand  was  only  to  give  us  knowledge  of 
the  affairs  and  state  of  those  countries  to  which  they  were 
'd^gigafid,and  especially  of  the  sciences,  arts,  manufactures,  and 
inventions  of  all  the  world ;  and  withal  to  bring  unto  us  books, 
instruments,  and  patterns  in  every  kind ;  That  the  ships,  after 
they  had  landed  tiie  brethren,  should  return ;  and  that  the  bre- 
thren should  stay  abroad  till  the  new  mission;  These  ships  are 
not  otherwise  fraught,  than  with  store  of  victuals,  and  good 
quantity  of  treasure  to  remidn  with  the  brethren,  for  the  buying 
of  such  things  and  rewarding  of  such  persons  as  they  should 
think  fit  Now  for  me  to  tell  you  how  the  vulgar  sort  of  ma- 
riners are  contained  from  being  discovered  at  land ;  and  how 
they  that  must  be  put  on  shore  for  any  time,  colour  themselves 
imder  the  names  of  other  nations ;  and  to  what  places  these 
voyages  have  been  designed ;  and  what  places  of  rendez^vous 
are  appointed  for  the  new  missions ;  and  the  like  circumstances 
of  the  practique ;  I  may  not  do  it:  neither  is  it  much  to  your 
desire.  But  thus  you  see  we  maintain  a  trade,  not  for  gold, 
silver,  or  jewels ;  nor  for  silks ;  nor  for  spices ;  nor  any  other 

might  have  hoped  to  encourage  James  to  jastify  the  parallel  by  going  and  doing  like- 
wise. But  since  James  had  now  reigned  above  20  years  without  doing  or  attempt- 
ing to  do  anything  for  the  ftirtheranoe  of  Natural  Fhilusophy ;  without  showing  any 
interest  in  it  or  any  taste  or  capacity  for  it ;  I  cannot  understand  what  the  allusion 
can  be  or  where  the  resemblance.  Nor  does  it  seem  necessary  to  suppose  anything 
of  the  kind  in  order  to  explain  why  a  model-king  for  wisdom  and  knowledge  should 
be  likened  to  Solomon.  —  J,  S.] 

*  ad  iAquigUioitem  et  inveniionem  naturtt  vera  et  interiorii  rerum  omnium. 
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commodity  of  matter;  but  only  for  God's  first  creature,  which 
was  Light:  to  have  Kght  (I  say)  of  the  growth  of  all  parts  of 
the  world."  ^  And  when  he  had  said  this,  he  was  silent ;  and  so 
were  we  alL  For  indeed  we  were  all  astonished  to  hear  so 
strange  things  so  probably  told.  And  he,  perceiving  that  we 
were  willing  to  say  somewhat  but  had  it  not  ready,  in  great 
courtesy  took  us  off,  and  descended  to  ask  us  questions  of  our 
voyage  and  fortunes ;  and  in  the  end  concluded,  that  we  might 
do  well  to  think  with  ourselves  what  time  of  stay  we  would 
demand  of  the  state ;  and  bade  us  not  to  scant  ourselves;  for 
he  would  procure  such  time  as  we  desired.  Whereupon  we  all 
rose  up,  and  presented  ourselves  to  kiss  the  skirt  of  his  lijy^ ; 
but  he  would  not  suffer  us ;  and  so  took  his  leave.  But  when 
it  came  once  amongst  our  people  that  the  state  used  to  offer 
conditions  to  strangers  that  would  stay,  we  had  work  enough 
to  get  any  of  our  men  to  look  to  our  ship,  and  to  keep  them 
from  going  presently  to  the  governor  to  crave  conditions.  But 
with  much  ado  we  refiwied  them,  till  we  might  agree  what 
course  to  take. 

We  took  ourselves  now  for  free  men,  seeing  there  was  no 
'  danger  of  our  utter  perdition ;  and  lived  most  joyfully,  going 
abroad  and  seeing  what  was  to  be  seen  in  the  city  and  places 
adjacent  within  our  tfidder ;  and  obtaining  acquaintance  with 
many  of  the  city,  not  of  the  meanest  quality ;  at  whose  hands 
we  found  such  humanity,  and  such  a  freedom  and  desire  to  take 
strangers  as  it  were  into  their  bosom,  as  was  enough  to  make  us 
forget  all  that  was  dear  to  us  in  our  own  countries :  and  conti- 
nually we  met  with  many  things  right  worthy  of  observation 
and  relation ;  as  indeed,  if  there  be  a  mirror  in  the  world 
wortiiy  to  hold  men's  eyes,  it  is  that  country.  One  day  there 
were  two  of  our  company  bidden  to  a  Feast  of  the  Family,  as 
they  call  it.  A  most  natural,  pious,  and  reverend  custom  it  is, 
shewing  tiwt  nation  to  be  compounded  of  all  goodness.  This 
is  tiie  manner  of  it.  It  is  granted  to  any  man  that  shall  live 
to  see  thirty  persons  descended  of  his  body  alive  together,  and 
all  above  three  years  old,  to  make  this  feast ;  which  is  done  at 
the  cost  of  the  state.  The  Father  of  the  Family,  whom  they 
call  the  Tirsan,  two  days  before  the  feast,  taketh  to  him  three 
of  such  friends  as  he  liketh  to  choose ;  and  is  assisted  also  by 

'  i.  c.  In  whatever  parts  of  the  world  it  is  to  be  found.     Luce,  inqwan,  in  qua- 
eunque  tandem  ierne  rtgione  prorumpente  et  germtnanU, 
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the  governor  of  the  city  or  place  where  the  feast  is  celebrated; 
and  all  the  persons  of  the  family^  of  both  sexes,  are  summoned 
to  attend  him.  These  two  days  the  Tirsan  sittet^i  in  consulta- 
tion concerning  the  good  estate  of  the  family.  There,  if  there 
be  any  discord  or  suits  between  any  of  the  faniily,  ihey  are 
compounded  and  appeased.  There,  if  any  of  the  family  be 
distressed  or  decayed,  order  is  taken  for  their  relief  and  com- 
petent means  to  live.  There,  if  any  be  subject  to  vice,  or 
take  ill  courses,  they  are  reproved  and  censured.  So  likewise 
direction  is  given  touching  marriages,  and  the  courses  of  life 
which  any  of  them  should  take,  with  divers  other  the  like 
orders  and  advices.  The  governor  assisteth,  to  the  end  to  put 
in  execution  by  his  public  authority  the  decrees  and  orders  of 
the  Tirsan,  if  they  should  be  disobeyed ;  though  that  seldom 
needeth ;  such  rev^^nce  and  obedience  they  give  to  the  order  of 
nature.  The  Tirsan  doth  also  then  ever  choose  one  man  from 
amongst  his  sons,  to  live  in  house  with  him :  who  is  called 
ever  after  the  Son  of  the  Vine.  The  reason  will  hereafter 
appear.  On  the  feast-day,  the  Father  or  Tirsan  cometh  forth 
after  divine  service  into  a  large  room  where  the  feast  is  cele- 
brated; which  room  hath  an  half-pace*  at  the  upper  end. 
Agfdnst  the  wall,  in  the  middle  of  the  half-pace,  is  a  chair 
placed  for  him,  with  a  table  and  carpet  before  it.  Over  the 
chair  is  a  state  \  made  round  or  oval,  and  it  is  of  ivy ;  an  ivy 
somewhat  whiter  than  ours,  like  the  leaf  of  a  silver  asp,  but 
more  shining ;  for  it  is  green  all  winter.  And  the  state  is 
curiously  wrought  with  silver  and  silk  of  divers  colours, 
broiding  or  binding  in  the  ivy ;  and  is  ever  of  the  work  of 
some  of  the  daughters  of  the  family ;  and  veiled  over  at  the 
top  with  a  fine  net  of  silk  and  silver.  But  the  substance  of 
it  is  true  ivy ;  whereof,  after  it  is  taken  down,  the  friends  of 
the  family  are  desirous  to  have  some  leaf  or  sprig  to  keep. 
The  Tirsan  cometh  forth  with  all  his  generation  or  lineage', 
the  males  before  him,  and  the  females  following  him ;  and  if 
there  be  a  mother  from  whose  body  the  whole  lineage  is  de- 
scended, there  is  a  traverse  placed  in  a  loft  above  on  the  right 

'  Half-pace  or  dais,  the  part  raised  by  a  low  step  above  the  rest  of  the  floor.  — 

'  t.  &  a  canopy,  wm^mmi. 

'  linage  in  the  original ;  which  seems  to  be  the  proper  form  of  the  word.  The  « 
may  have  been  introduced  originally  as  a  direction  for  the  lengthening  of  the  first 
syllable ;  and  then  the  resemblance  of  the  word  to  such  words  as  lineal  may  have 
suggested  t)ie  modern  pronunciation* 
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liand  of  the  chair^  with  a  privy  door^  and  a  carved  window  of 
glass,  leaded  with  gold  and  blue ;  where  she  sitteth,  but  is  not 
seen.  When^the  Tirsan  is  come  forth,  he  sitteth  down  in  the 
chur ;  and  all  the  lineage  place  themselves  against  the  wall, 
both  at  his  back  and  upon  the  return  of  the  half-pace^  in  order 
of  their  years  without  difference  of  sex ;  and  stand  upon  their 
feet.  When  he  is  set ;  the  room  being  always  full  of  company, 
but  well  kept  and  without  disorder;  after  some  pause  there 
cometh  in  from  the  lower  end  of  the  room  a  Taratan  (which  is 
as  much  as  an  herald)  and  on  either  side  of  him  two  young 
lads ;  whereof  one  carrieth  a  scroll  of  their  shining  yeltew 
parchment ;  and  the  other  a  cluster  of  grapes  of  gold,  with 
a  long  foot  or  stalk.  The  herald  and  children  are  clothed 
with  mantles  of  sea-water  green  sattin;  but  the  herald's 
mantle  is  streamed  with  gold,  and  hath  a  train.  Then  the 
herald  with  three  curtesies,  or  rather  inclinations,  cometh 
up  as  &r  as  the  half -pace;  and  there  first  taketh  into  his 
hand  the  scrolL  This  scroll  is  the  King's  Charter,  containing 
gift  of  revenew,  and  many  privileges,  exemptions,  and  points 
of  honour,  granted  to  the  Father  of  the  Family ;  and  is  ever 
styled  and  directed.  To  such  an  one  our  welhbehved  friend 
and  creditor :  which  is  a  title  proper  only  to  this  case.  For 
they  say  the  king  is  debtor  to  no  man,  but  for  propagation 
of  his  subjects.  The  seal  set  to  the  king's  charter  is  the 
king's  image,  imbossed  or  moidded  in  gold ;  and  though  such 
charters  be  expedited  of  course,  and  as  of  rights  yet  they 
are  varied  by  discretion,  according  to  the  number  and  dignity 
of  the  family.  This  charter  the  herald  readeth  aloud ;  and 
while  it  is  read,  the  father  or  Tirsan  standeth  up,  supported  by 
two  of  his  sons,  such  as  he  chooseth.  Then  the  herald 
mounteth  the  half-pace,  and  delivereth  tiie  charter  into  his 
hand :  and  with  that  there  is  an  acclamation  by  all  that  are 
present  in  their  language,  which  is  thus  muchr  Happy  are 
the  people  of  Bensalem,  Then  the  herald  taketh  into  his  hand 
from  the  other  child  the  cluster  of  grapes,  which  is  of  gold, 
both  the  stalk  and  the  grapes.  But  the  grapes  are  daintily 
enamelled ;  and  if  the  males  of  the  family  be  the  greater  num- 
ber, the  grapes  are  enamelled  purple,  with  a  little  sun  set  on  the 
top ;  if  the  females,  then  they  are  enamelled  into  a  greenish 

'  juxta  parieUm,  iam  a  tergo  quam  a  laleribus  aula,  iuper  gradum  aseennit, 
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yellow,  with  a  crescent  on  the  top.  The  grapes  are  in  number 
as  many  as  there  are  descendants  of  the  family.  This  golden 
cluster  the  herald  deliyereth  also  to  the  Tirsan ;  who  presently 
delivereth  it  over  to  that  son  that  he  had  formerly  chosen  to 
be  in  house  with  him :  who  beareth  it  before  his  father  as  an 
ensign  oi  honour  when  he  goeth  in  public,  ever  after;  and  is 
thereupon  called  the  Son  of  the  Vine.  After  this  ceremony 
ended,  the  &ther  or  Tirsan  retireth;  and  after  some  time 
cometh  forth  again  to  dinner,  where  he  sitteth  alone  under  llie 
state,  as  before ;  and  none  of  his  descendants  sit  with  him,  of 
what  degree  or  dignity  soeyer,  except  he  hap  to  be  of  Salomon's 
House.  He  is  served  only  by  his  own  children,  such  as  are 
male ;  who  perform  unto  him  all  service  of  the  table  upon  the 
knee ;  and  the  women  only  stand  about  him,  leaning  against 
the  walL  The  room  below  the  half-pace  hath  tables  on  the 
sides  for  the  guests  that  are  bidden ;  who  are  served  with  great 
I  and  comely  order ;  and  towards  the  end  of  dinner  (which  in 
I  the  greatest  feasts  ijrith  them  lasteth  never  above  an  hour  and 
'  an  half)  there  is  an  hymn  sung,  varied  according  to  the  inven- 
tion of  him  that  composeth  it,  (for  they  have  excellent  poesy,) 
but  the  subject  of  it  is  (always)  the  prabes  of  Adam  and 
Noah  and  Abraham ;  whereof  the  former  two  peopled  the  • 
world,  and  the  last  was  the  Father  of  the  Faithful :  concluding 
ever  with  a  thanksgiving  for  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour,  in 
whose  birth  the  births  of  all  are  only  blessed.  Dinner  being 
done,  the  Tirsan  retireth  again ;  and  having  withdrawn  himself 
alone  into  a  place  where  he  maketh  some  private  prayers,  he 
cometh  forth  the  third  time,  to  give  the  blessing;  with  all  his 
descendants,  who  stand  about  him  as  at  the  first.  Then  he 
calleth  them  forth  by  one  and  by  one,  by  name,  as  he  pleaseth, 
though  seldom  the  order  of  age  be  inverted.  The  person  that 
is  called  -(the  table  being  before  removed)  kneeleth  down  be- 
fore the  chair,  and  the  father  layeth  his  hand  upon  his  head, 
or  her  head,  and  giveth  the  blessing  in  these  words :  Son  of 
Bensalem,  (or  Daughter  of  Bensalem^)  thy  father  saith  it;  the 
man  by  wliom  thou  hast  breath  and  life  speaketh  tfte  word; 
The  blessing  of  the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
and  the  Holy  Dove  be  upon  thee,  and  make  the  days  of  thy 
pilgrimage  good  and  many*  This  he  saith  to  every  of  them ; 
and  that  done,  if  there  be  any  of  his  sons  of  eminent  merit  and 
virtue,  (so  they  be  not  above  two,)  he  calleth  for  them  again ; 
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and  eaith^  laying  his  arm  over  their  ehoulders,  they  standing; 
S(m$9  it  is  well  ye  are  bom,  give  God  the  praise,  and  persevere 
to  the  end*  And  withal  deUyereth  to  either  of  them  a  jewel, 
made  in  the  figure  of  an  ear  of  wheat,  which  they  ever  after 
wear  in  the  front  of  their  turban  or  hat.  This  done,  they  fall 
to  music  and  dances,  and  other  recreations,  after  their  man* 
ner,  for  the  rest  of  the  day*  This  is  the  full  order  of  that 
feast. 

By  that  time  six  or  seven  days  were  spent,  I  was  fallen  into 
strait  acquaintance  with  a  merchant  of  that  city,  whose  name 
was  Joabin.  He  was  a  Jew,  and  circumcised :  for  they  have 
some  few  stirps  of  Jews  yet  remaining  among  them,  whom 
ihey  leave  to  their  own  religion.  Which  they  may  the  better 
do,  because  they  are  of  a  far  differing  disposition  from  the 
Jews  in  other  parts.  For  whereas  they  hate  the  name  of 
Christ,  and  have  a  secret  inbred  rancour  against  the  people 
amongst  whom  they  live :  these  (contrariwise)  give  unto*  our 
Saviour  many  high  attributes,  and  love  the  nation  of  Bensa- 
lem  extremely.  Surely  this  man  of  whom  I  speak  would  ever 
acknowledge  that  Christ  was  bom  of  a  Virgin,  and  that  he 
was  more  than  a  man ;  and  he  would  tell  how  God  made  him 
ruler  of  the  Seraphims  which  guard  his  throne ;  and  they  call 
him  also  the  MUhen  Way,  and  the  EUah  of  the  Messiah  ;  and 
many  other  high  names ;  which  though  they  be  inferior  to  his 
divine  Majesty,  yet  they  are  far  from  the  language  of  other 
Jews.  And  for  die  country  of  Bensalem,  this  man  would  make 
no  end  of  commending  it :  being  desirous,  by  tradition  among  the 
Jews  there,  to  have  it  believed  that  the  peopla  thereof  were  of 
the  generations  of  Abraham,  by  another  son,  whom  they  call 
Nachoran;  and  that  Moses  by  a  secret  cabala  ordained  the 
laws  of  Bensalem  which  they  now  use ;  and  that  when  the 
Messiah  should  come,  and  sit  in  his  throne  at  Hierusalem,  the 
king  of  Bensalem  should  sit  at  his  feet,  whereas  other  kings 
should  keep  a  great  distance.  But  yet  setting  aside  these  Jewish 
dreams,  the  man  was  a  wise  man,  and  learned,  and  of  great 
policy,  and  excellently  seen  in  the  laws  and  customs  of  that 
nation.  Amongst  other  discourses,  one  day  I  told  him  I  was 
much  affected  with  the  relation  I  had  from  some  of  the  c(»npany , 
of  their  custom  in  holding  the  Feast  of  the  Family ;  for  that 
(methought)  I  had  never  heard  of  a  solemnity  wherein  nature 
did  so  much  preside.     And  because  propagation  of  families 
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proceedeth  from  the  nuptial  copulation,  I  desired  to  know  of 
him  what  laws  and  customs  they  had  concerning  marriage; 
and  whether  they  kept  marriage  well ;  and  whether  they  were 
tied  to  one  wife?  For  that  where  population  is  so  much 
affected,  and  such  as  with  them  it  seemed  to  be,  there  is 
cpmmonly  permission  of  plurality  of  wives.  To  this  he  said, 
**  You  have  reason  for  to  commend  that  excellent  institution 
of  the  Feast  of  the  Family.  And  indeed  we  have  experience, 
that  those  families  that  are  partakers  of  the  blessing  of  that 
feast  do  flourish  and  prosper  ever  after  in  an  eztraordinaiy 
manner.  But  hear  me  now,  and  I  will  tell  you  what  I  know. 
You  shall  understand  that  there  is  not  under  the  heavens  so 
chaste  a  nation  as  this  of  Bensalem ;  nor  so  free  from  all  pol- 
lution or  foulness.  It  is  the  virgin  of  the  world.  I  remember 
I  have  read  in  one  of  your  European  books,  of  an  holy  her- 
mit amongst  you  that  desired  to  see  the  Spirit  of  Fornication; 
and  there  appeared  to  him  a  little  foul  ugly  ^ihiop.^  But  if 
he  had  desired  to  see  the  Spirit  of  Chastity  of  Bensalem,  it 
would  have  appeared  to  him  in  the  likeness  of  a  fair  beautiful 
Cherubin.  For  there  is  nothing  amongst  n^ortal  men  more 
fair  and  admirable,  than  the  chaste  minds  of  this  people. 
Know  therefore,  that  with  them  there  are  no  stews,  no  dissolute 
houses,  no  courtesans,  nor  any  thing  of  that  kind.  Nay  they 
wonder  (with  detestation)  at  you  in  Europe,  which  permit 
such  things.  They  say  ye  have  put  marriage  out  of  office : 
for  marriage  is  ordained  a  remedy  for  unlawful  concupiscence ; 
and  natural  concupiscence  seemeth  as  a  spur  to  marriage.  But 
when  men  have  at  hand  a  remedy  more  agreeable  to  their 
corrupt  will,  marriage  is  almost  expulsed.  And  therefore 
there  are  with  you  seen  infinite  men  that  marry  not,  but  chuse 
rather  a  libertine  and  impure  single  life^  than  to  be  yoked  in 
marriage;  and  many  that  do  marry,  marry  late,  when  the 
prime  and  strength  of  their  years  is  past  And  when  lliey  do 
marry,  what  is  marriage  to  them  but  a  very  bargain;  wherein 
is  sought  alliance,  or  portion,  or  reputation,  with  some  desire 
(almost  indifferent)  of  issue;  and  not  the  faithful  nuptial 
union  of  man  and  wife,  that  was  first  instituted.  Neither  is  it 
possible  that  those  that  have  cast  away  so  basely  so  much 
of  their  strength,  should  greatiy  esteem  children,  (being  of 

^  The  Klein  Metoter  of  La  Motte  Fouque's  Sintram.^Ji,  L,  E. 


NEW  ATLANTIS,  153 

the  same  matter  S)  as  chaste  men  do.  So  likewise  during 
marriage^  is  the  case  much  amended,  as  it  ought  to  be  if  those 
things  were  tolerated  only  for  necessity  ?  No,  but  they  remain 
still  as  a  very  affiront  to  marriage.  The  haunting  of  those  dis- 
solute places,  or  resort  to  courtesans,  are  no  more  punished  in 
married  men  than  in  bachelors.  And  the  depraved  custom  of 
change,  and  the  delight  in  meretricious  embracemei^ts,  (where 
sin  is  tmmed  into  art,)'  maketh  marriage  a  dull  thing,  and  a 
kind  of  imposition  or  tax.  They  hear  you  defend  these  things, 
as  done  to  avoid  greater  evils ;  as  advoutries,  deflouring  of 
virgins,  unnatural  lust,  and  Ihe  like.  But  they  say  this  isl 
a  preposterous  wisdom ;  and  they  call  it  Lofs  offer ^  who  to  1 
save  his  guests  from  abusing,  offered  his  daughters :  nay  they  I 
say  farther  that  there  is  little  gained  in  this ;  for  that  the 
same  vices  and  appetites  do  still  remain  and  abound;  im- 
lawful  lust  being  like  a  furnace,  that  if  you  stop  the  flames 
altogether,  it  will  quench  ;  but  if  you  give  it  any  vent,  it 
will  rage.  As  for  masculine  love,  they  have  no  touch  of 
it^;  and  yet  there  are  not  so  faithful  and  inviolate  friend- 
ships in  the  world  again  as  are  there ;  and  to  speak  generally, 
(as  I  said  before,)  I  have  not  read  of  any  such  chastity  in  any 
people  as  theirs.  And  their  usual  saying  is.  That  tchosoevm 
is  unchaste  cannot  reverence  himself;  and  they  say,  That  t/id 
reverence  of  a  man^s  self  is,  next  reliffion,  tlie  chiefest  bridle  o^ 
all  vicesJ*  And  when  he  had  said  this,  the  good  Jew  paused 
a  little;  whereupon  I,  far  more  willing  to  hear  him  speak 
on  than  to  speak  myself,  yet  thinking  it  decent  that  upon  his 
pause  of  speech  I  should  not  be  altogether  silent,  said  only 
this ;  '<  That  I  would  say  to  him,  as  the  widow  of  Sarepta  said 
to  Ellas ;  that  he  was  come  to  bring  to  memory  our  sins ;  and 
that  I  confess  the  righteousness  of  Bensalem  was  greater  than 
the  righteousness  of  Europe."  At  which  speech  he  bowed  his 
head,  and  went  on  in  this  manner :  **  They  have  also  many  wise 
and  excellent  laws  touching  marriage.  They  allow  no  polygamy. 
They  have  ordained  that  none  do  intermarry  or  contract,  until 
a  month  be  passed  from  their  first  interview.  Marriage  with- 
out consent  of  parents  they  do  not  make  void,  but  they  mulct 

'  UUri  (pan  noiiri  altera), 

'  Non  T*  era  glunto  ancor  Sardanapalo 
A  mottrar  cio  ch*  in  camera  si  puote. 

Dantx,  FaradUo,  xiv.^iZ.  X.  E, 
f  iftot  nefando  quidem  norunt. 
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it  in  the  inheritors:  for  the  children  of  such  marrLages  are 
not  admitted  to  inherit  above  a  third  part  of  their  parentB* 
inheritance.  I  have  read  in  a  book  of  one  of  your  men,  of  a 
Feigned  Commonwealth^  where  the  married  couple  are  per- 
mitted, before  they  contract,  to  see  one  another  naked'  This 
they  dislike ;  for  they  think  it  a  scorn  to  give  a  refusal  after 
so  fiuniliar  knowledge :  but  because  of  many  hidden  defects  in 
men  and  women's  bodies  %  they  have  a  more  civil  way;  for 
they  have  near  every  town  a  couple  of  pools,  (which  they  call 
Adam  and  Eve^s  pools,)  where  it  is  permitted  to  one  of  the 
friends  of  the  man,  and  another  of  the  friends  of  the  woman,  to 
see  them  severally  bathe  naked.'' 

And  as  we  were  thus  in  conference,  there  came  one  that 
seemed  to  be  a  messenger,  in  a  rich  huke',  that  spake  with  the 
Jew :  whereupon  he  turned  to  me  and  said ;  "  You  will  pardon 
me,  for  I  am  commanded  away  in  haste."  The  next  morning 
he  came  to  me  again,  joyful  as  it  seemed,  and  said,  **  There  is 
word  come  to  tiie  governor  of  the  city,  that  one  of  the  Fathers 
of  Salomon's  House  will  be  here  this  day  seven-night :  we  have 
seen  none  of  them  this  dozen  years.  His  coming  is  in  state ; 
but  the  cause  of  his  coming  is  secret.  I  will  provide  you  and 
your  fellows  of  a  good  standing  to  see  his  entiy."  I  thanked 
him,  and  told  him,  '^I  was  most  glad  of  the  news."  The 
day  being  come,  he  made  his  entry.  He  was  a  man  of  middle 
stature  and  age,  comely  of  person,  and  had  an  aspect  as  if  he 
pitied  men.  He  was  clothed  in  a  robe  of  fine  black  doth, 
with  wide  sleeves  and  a  cape.  His  under  garment  was  of 
excellent  white  linen  down  to  the  foot,  girt  with  a  girdle  of 
the  same ;  and  a  sindon  or  tippet  of  the  same  about  bis  neck. 
He  had  gloves  that  were  curious,  and  set  with  stone ;  and  shoes 
of  peach-coloured  velvet.  His  neck  was  bare  to  the  shoulders. 
His  hat  was  like  a  helmet,  or  Spanish  Montera;  and  his  locks 
curled  below  it  decently:  they  were  of  colour  brown.  His 
beard  was  cut  round,  and  of  the  same  colour  with  his  hair,  some- 
what lighter.*  He  was  carried  in  a  rich  chariot  without  wheels, 
litter-wise ;  with  two  horses  at  either  end,  richly  trapped  in  blue 
velvet  embroidered ;  and  two  footmen  on  each  side  in  the  like 
attire.     The  chariot  was  all  of  cedar,  gilt,  and  adorned  with 

«  See  More's  Utopia,  book  It  —  ff.  L.  E.  ' 

'  The  tniDslation  adds  ^t  matrimomium  poiiea  infelix  reddere  pouini. 

*  indtttuM  tunica  pietd  et  inauratd. 

*  The  words  '*  somewhat  lighter  "  are  omitted  in  the  translation. 
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crystal ;  save  that  the  fore-end  had  pannels  of  sapphires,  set  m 
borders  of  gold,  and  the  hinder-end  the  like  of  emeralds  ^  of  the 
Peru  colour.  There  was  also  a  son  of  gold,  radiant,  upon  the 
top,  in  the  midst ' ;  and  on  the  top  before,  a  small  cherub  of  gold, 
with  wings  displayed.  The  chariot  was  covered  with  cloth  of 
gold  tissued  upon  blue.  He  had  before  him  fifty  attendants, 
young  men  all,  in  white  sattin  loose  coats  to  the  mid-leg;  and 
stockings  of  white  silk ;  and  shoes  of  blue  velvet ;  and  hats  of 
blue  velvet ;  with  fine  plumes  of  divers  colours,  set  round  like 
hat-bands.  Next  before  the  chariot  went  two  men,  bare-headed, 
in  linen '  garments  down  to  the  foot,  girt,  and  shoes  of  blue 
velvet ;  who  carried  the  one  a  crosier,  the  other  a  pastoral  staff 
like  a  sheep-hook;  neither  of  them  of  metal,  but  the  crosier  of 
balm-wood,  the  pastoral  staff  of  cedar.  Horsemen  he  had  none, 
neither  before  nor  behind  his  chariot:  as  it  seemeth,  to  avoid 
all  tumult  and  trouble.  Behind  his  chariot  went  all  the  officers 
and  principals  of  the  Companies  of  the  City.  He  sat  alone, 
upon  cushions  of  a  kind  of  excellent  plush,  blue;  and  under  his 
foot  curious  carpets  of  silk  of  divers  colours,  like  the  Persian, 
but  far  finer.  He  held  up  his  bare  hand  as  he  went,  as  blessing 
the  people,  but  in  silence.  The  street  was  wonderfully  well 
kept' :  so  that  there  was  never  any  army  had  their  men  stand 
in  better  battle-array,  than  the  people  stood.  The  windows 
likewise  were  not  crowded,  but  every  one  stood  in  them  as  if 
they  had  been  placed.  When  the  shew  was  past,  the  Jew  said 
to  me ;  ^'  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  you  ^  as  I  would,  in  re- 
gard of  some  charge  the  city  hath  laid  upon  me,  for  the  enter- 
taining of  this  great  person."  Three  days  after,  the  Jew  came 
to  me  again,  and  said ;  "  Ye  are  happy  men;  for  the  Father  of 
Salomon's  House  taketh  knowledge  of  your  being  here^  and 
commanded  me  to  tell  you  that  he  wlQ  admit  all  your  company 
to  his  presence,  and  have  private  conference  with  one  of  you 
that  ye  shall  choose :  and  for  this  hath  appointed  the  next  day 
after  to-morrow.  And  because  he  meaneth  to  give  you  his 
blessing,  he  hath  appointed  it  in  the  forenoon."  We  came  at 
our  day  and  hour,  and  I  was  chosen  by  my  fellows  for  the 
private  access.    We  found  him  in  a  fair  chamber,  richly  hanged. 


in  oiig. 

.    *  Etiam  in  medio  vertieis  eatAedra,  tdl  erat,  ex  auro  radiane.     The  English  in  the 
original  has  a  comma  after  "  gold,"  and  no  stop  after  "  radiant ; "  a  misprint  probably. 

'  Ptalea  ita  erant  oreUnata  ut  via  ampla  pateret,  nvUihi  inierduta, 

*  Per  aliquot  Jam  dies  detinebor,  qub  minus,  ffc* 
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and  carpeted  under  foot,  without  any  degrees  to  tbe  state.  He 
was  set  upon  a  low  throne  richly  adorned,  and  a  rich  doth  of 
state  oyer  his  head,  of  blue  satin  embroidered.  He  was  alone, 
save  that  he  had  two  pages  of  honour,  on  either  hand  one,  finely 
attired  in  white.  His  under-garments  were  the  like  that  we 
saw  him  wear  iu  the  chariot ;  but  instead  of  his  gown,  he  had 
on  him  a  mantle  with  a  cape,  of  the  same  fine  black,  fastened 
about  him*  When  we  came  in,  as  we  were  taught,  we  bowed 
low  at  our  first  entrance ;  and  when  we  were  come  near  his 
chair,  he  stood  up,  holding  forth  his  hand  ungloved,  and  in 
posture  of  blessing ;  and  we  every  one  of  us  stooped  down,  and 
kissed  the  hem  of  his  tippet  That  done,  the  rest  departed, 
and  I  remained.  Then  he  warned  the  pages  forth  of  the  room, 
and  caused  me  to  sit  down  beside  him,  and  spake  to  me  thus  in 
the  Spanish  tongue : 

"  God  bless  thee,  my  son ;  I  will  give  thee  the  greatest  jewel 
I  have.  For  I  will  impart  unto  thee,  for  the  love  of  Grod  and 
men,  a  relation  of  the  true  state  of  Salomon's  House.  Son,  to 
make  you  know  the  true  state  of  Salomon's  House,  I  will  keep 
this  order.  First,  I  will  set  forth  unto  you  the  end  of  our 
foundation.  Secondly,  the  preparations  and  instruments  we 
have  for  our  works.  Thirdly,  the  several  employments  and 
functions  whereto  our  fellows  are  assigned.  And  fourthly, 
the  ordinances  and  rites  which  we  observe. 

^^  The  End  of  our  Foundation  is  the  knowledge  of  Causes, 
and  secret  motions  of  things  ^ ;  and  the  enlarging  of  the  bounds 
of  Human  Empire,  to  the  effecting  of  all  things  possible. 

^^  The  Preparations  and  Instruments  are  these.  We  have 
large  and  deep  caves  of  several  depths :  the  deepest  are  sunk 
six  hundred  fathom ;  and  some  of  them  are  digged  and  made 
under  great  hills  and  mountains :  so  that  if  you  reckon  together 
the  depth  of  the  hill  and  the  depth  of  the  cave,  they  are 
(some  of  them)  above  three  miles  deep.  For  we  find  that  the 
depth  of  a  hill,  and  the  depth  of  a  cave  from  the  flat,  is  the 
same  thing;  both  remote  alike  from  the  sun  and  heaven's 
beams,  and  from  the  open  air.  These  caves  we  call  the  Lower 
Region.  And  we  use  them  for  all  coagulations,  indurations, 
refrigerations,  and  conservations  of  bodies.    We  use  them  like- 

\  €t  moiHum,  oc  virtuium  inUriorum  m  Nalura, 
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wise  for  the  imitation  of  natural  mines;  and  the  producing 
also  of  new  artificial  metals,  by  compositions  and  materials 
which  we  use^,  and  lay  there  for  many  years.  We  use  them 
also  sometimes,  (which  may  seem  strange^)  for  curing  of  some 
diseases,  and  for  prolongation  of  life  in  some  hermits  that 
choose  to  live  there,  well  accommodated  of  all  things  necessary ; 
and  indeed  live  very  long ;  by  whom  also  we  learn  many  things. 

**  We  have  burials  in  several  earths  *,  where  we  put  divers 
cements,  as  the  Chineses  do  their  porcellain.  But  we  have 
them  in  greater  variety,  and  some  of  them  more  fine.  We 
have  also  great  variety  of  composts,  and  soils  ',  for  the  making 
of  the  earth  fruitfuL 

**  We  have  high  towers ;  the  highest  about  half  a  mile  in 
height ;  and  some  of  them  likewise  set  upon  high  mountains ; 
so  that  the  vantage  of  the  hill  with  the  tower  is  in  the  highest 
of  them  three  miles  at  least  And  these  places  we  call  the 
Upper  Region:  accounting  the  air  between  the  high  places 
and  the  low,  as  a  Middle  Region.  We  use  lliese  towers,  ac* 
cording  to  their  several  heights  and  situations,  for  insolation, 
refrigeration,  conservation ;  and  for  the  view  of  divers  meteors; 
as  winds,  rain,  snow,  hail ;  and  some  of  the  fiery  meteors  also. 
And  upon  them,  in  some  places,  are  dwellings  of  hermits,  whom 
we  visit  sometimes,  and  instruct  what  to  observe. 

'^  We  have  great  lakes  both  salt  and  fresh,  whereof  we  have 
use  for  the  fish  and  fowl.^  We  use  them  also  for  burials  of 
some  natural  bodies :  for  we  find  a  difference  in  things  buried 
in  earth  or  in  air  below  the  earth,  and  things  buried  in  water. 
We  have  also  pools,  of  which  some  do  stoun  fresh  water  out  of 
salt;  and  others  by  art  do  turn  fresh  water  into  salt.  We  have 
also  some  rocks  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  and  some  bays^  upon 
the  shore,  for  some  works  wherein  is  required  the  air  and 
vapour  of  the  sea.  We  have  likewise  violent  streams  and 
cataracts,  which  serve  us  for  many  motions®:  and  likewise 
engines  for  multiplying  and  enforcing  of  winds,  to  set  also  on 
going  divers  motions.^ 

**  We  have  also  a  number  of  artificial  wells  and  fountains, 

'  qum  ibi  praparamui. 

*  Habemns  eHam  aliat  teptdhtraa  carparum  nahtralium  et  materiarum  ;  non  in  con- 
eavo  aHquo,  ted  in  ip$a  terrd  coniipttd,  vbi  ecmplura  camenta  eondimusj  ^. 

*  ttereoraiionum  et  fimorum  varittaUm  magnam,  item  eangettionvm  et  mauarum 
afianttn,  ^e, 

*  avee  item  palustret  et  aquatieat,  omnit  generis,  •  loca  quadam  aprioa, 

*  moluum  vioientomm,  '  yna  ventot  exeipiant,  mv^Hpfieent,  et  rcboreni. 
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made  in  imitation  of  the  natural  sources  and  baths ;  as  tincted 
upon  vitriol^  sulphur,  steel,  bra^s,  lead,  nitre,  and  other  minerals. 
And  again  we  have  little  wells  for  infusions  of  many  things, 
where  the  waters  take  the  virtue '  quicker  and  better  than  in 
vessels  or  basons.  And  amongst  them  we  have  a  water  which 
we  call  Water^of  Paradise,  being,  by  that  we  do  to  it,  made 
very  sovereign  for  h^th,  and  prolongation  of  life. 

"  We  have  also  great  and  spaoiens  honses,  where  we  imitate 
and  d^safflostiai^' meteors;  as  snow,  hail,  nun,  some  artificial 
rains  of  bodies  and  not  of  water,  thunders,  lightnings';  also 
generations  of  bodies  in  air ;  as  frogs,  flies,  and  divers  others. 

'^  We  have  also  certain  chambers,  which  we  call  Chambers 
of  Health,  where  we  qualify  the  air  as  we  think  good  and 
proper  for  the  cure  of  divers  diseases,  and  preservation  of 
health/ 

^'  We  have  also  fsur  and  large  baths,  of  several  mixtures,  for 
the  cure  of  diseases,  and  the  restoring  of  man's  body  from 
^y^ac^jon :  and  others  for  the  confirming  of  it  in  strength  of 
sinews,  vital  parts,  and  the  very  juice  and  substance  of  the 
body. 

'^  We  have  also  large  and  various  orchards  and  gardens, 
wherein  we  do  not  so  much  respect  beauty,  as  variety  of 
ground  and  soil,  proper  for  divers  trees  and  herbs :  and  some 
very  spacious,  where  trees  and  berries  are  set  whereof  we 
make  divers  kinds  of  drinks,  besides  the  vineyards.  In  these 
we  practise  likewise  all  conclusions  of  grafting  and  inoculating, 
as  well  of  wild-trees  as  fruit-trees,  which  produceth  many  ef- 
fects. And  we  make  (by  art)  in  the  same  orchards  and  gar- 
dens, trees  and  flowers  to  come,  earlier  or  later  than  their 
seasons;  and  to 'come  up  and  bear  more  speedily  than  by  their 
natural  course  they  do.  We  make  them  also  by  art  greater 
much  than  their  nature ;  and  their  fruit  greater  and  sweeter 
and  of  differing  taste,  smell,  colour,  and  figure,  from  their 
nature.  And  many  of  them  we  so  order,  as  they  become  of 
medicinal  use. 

t    *^  We  have  also  means  to  make  divers  plants  rise  by  mix-  \ 
'tures  of  earths  without  seeds;  and  likewise  to  make  divers  new 

'  ttU  aqua  (curreiu  $eUiect)  mrtiUem  eorporum  nuUmg  et  otoaeticf,  ^ 

*  i  e.  exhibit :  in  quilnu  imitamenta  et  reprasentaHonei  meteororum  exkibemMt, 
'  The  trandatton  adds  eonucationum, 

*  Thia  experiment  has  been  tried,  especially  by  Dr.  Beddoes  of  CUfton,  but  without 
any  marked  result  Some  relief  has  been  obtained  in  cases  of  phthi&is  hy  inhaling  oxy- 
genated air.  —  R.  L.  E,  m 


-] 
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plants,  differing  from  the  vulgar;  and  to  make  one  tree  or 
plant  torn  into  another. 

'^  We  have  also  parks  and  inclosures  of  all  sorts  of  beasts 
and  birds,  which  we  use  not  only  for  yiew  or  rareness,  but 
likewise  for  dissections  and  trials ;  that  thereby  we  may  take 
light  what  may  be  wrought  upon  the  body  of  man.  Wherein 
we  find  many  strange  effects ;  as  continuing  life  in  them,  though 
divers  parts,  which  you  account  vital,  be  perished  and  taken 
forth ;  resuscitating  of  some  that  seem  dead  in  appearance ;  and 
the  like.  We  try  also  all  poisons  and  other  medicines  upon 
them,  as  well  of  c^irgigeii^y  as  physic.^  By  art  likewise,  we  make 
them  greater  or  taller  than  their  kind  is;  and  contrariwise 
dwarf  them,  and  stay  their  growth :  we  make  them  more  fruits 
ful  and  bearing  than  their  kind  is;  and  contrariwise  barren 
and  not  generative.  Also  we  make  them  differ  in  colour, 
shape,  activity,  many  ways.  We  find  means  to  make  commix- 
tures and  copulations  of  different  kinds ;  which  have  produced 
many  new  kinds,  and  them  not  barren,  as  the  general  opinion 
is.  We  make  a  number  of  kinds  of  serpents,  worms,  flies, 
fishes,  pf  putrefaction ;  whereof  some  are  advanced  (in  effect)  to 
be  perfect  creatures,  like  beasts  or  birds ;  and  have  sexes,  and 
do  propagate.  Neither  do  we  this  by  chance,  but  we  know 
beforehand  of  what  matter  and  commixture  what  kind  of  those 
creatures  will  arise.' 

**  We  have  also  particular  pools,  where  we  make  trials  upon 
fishes,  as  we  have  said  before  of  beasts  and  birds. 

^^  We  have  also  places  for  breed  and  generation  of  those  kinds 
of  worms  and  flies  which  are  of  special  use ;  such  as  are  with 
you  your  silk-worms  and  bees. 

"  I  will  not  hold  you  long  with  recounting  of  our  brew- 
houses,  bake-houses,  and  kitchens,  where  are  made  divers 
drinks,  breads,  and  meats,  rare  and  of  special  effects.  Wines 
we  have  of  grapes ;  and  drinks  of  other  juice  of  fruits,  of 
grains,  and  of  roots ' :  and  of  mixtures  with  honey,  sugar, 
manna,  and  fruits  dried  and  decocted.     Also  of  the  tears  or 

'  The  translation  adds  «tf  corpori  kumano  mdiut  eaMomttf. 

'  This  passage  is  quoted  with  great  approbation  by  Geofflroi  St.  HlUdre  at  the  end 
of  a  memoir  on  the  results  of  artificial  Incubation  read  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
in  1826,  and  published  in  the  Anualf  du  Museum  for  that  year.  It  may  be  said  that 
he  was  the  flnt  by  whom  the  scientific  importance  of  monstroalties  was  fully  appre- 
dated,  and  in  answer  to  the  ol^ections  which  were  made  to  the  study  of  Teratology 
on  the  ground  of  iu  inutility,  he  invokes  the  authority  of  Bacon,  —  B,  L.E, 

'  deeocHanibus  ffranorum  tt  radieum. 
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woundings  of  trees,  and  of  the  pulp  of  canes.  And  these 
drinks  are  of  several  ages,  some  to  the  age  or  last  of  forty 
years.  We  have  drinks  also  brewed  with  several  herbs,  and 
roots,  and  spices ;  yea  with  several  fleshes,  and  white  meats  ^ ; 
whereof  some  of  the  drinks  are  such,  as  they  are  in  effect 
meat  and  drink  both ' :  so  that  divers,  especially  in  age,  do 
desire  to  live  with  them,  with  little  or  no  meat  or  bread. 
And  above  all,  we  strive  to  have  drinks  of  extreme  thin 
parts,  to  insinuate  into  the  body,  and  yet  without  all  biting, 
sharpness,  or  fretting;  insomuch  as  some  of  them  put  upon 
the  back  of  your  hand  will,  with  a  little  stay,  pass  through 
to  the  palm,  and  yet  taste  mild  to  the  mouth*  We  have 
also  waters  which  we  ripen  in  that  fashion,  as  they  become 
nourishing ;  so  that  they  are  indeed  excellent  drink ;  and  many 
will  use  no  other.  Breads  we  have  of  several  grains,  roots, 
and  kernels:  yea  and  some  of  flesh  and  fish  dried;  with 
divers  kinds  of  leavenings  and  seasonings :  so  that  some  do 
extremely  move  appetites;  some  do  nourish  so,  as  divers  do 
live  of  them,  without  any  other  meat ;  who  live  very  long. 
So  for  meats,  we  have  some  of  Ihem  so  beaten  and  made 
tender  and  mortified,  yet  without  all  corrupting,  as  a  weak 
heat  of  the  stomach  will  turn  them  into  good  chylus,  as  well 
as  a  strong  heat  would  meat  otherwise  prepared.  We  have 
some  meats  also  and  breads  and  drinks,  which  taken  by  men 
enable  them  to  fast  long  after ;  and  some  other,  that  used  make 
the  very  flesh  of  men's  bodies  sensibly  more  hard  and  tough, 
and  their  strength  far  greater  than  otherwbe  it  would  be. 

"  We  have  dispensatories,  or  shops  of  medicines.  Wherein 
you  may  easily  think,  if  we  have  such  variety  of  plants  and  living 
creatures  more  than  you  have  in  Europe,  (for  we  know  what 
you  have,)  the  simples,  drugs,  and  ingredients  of  medicines, 
must  likewise  be  in  so  much  the  greater  variety.  We  have 
them  likewise  of  divers  ages,  and  long  fermentations.  And  for 
their  preparations ',  we  have  not  only  all  manner  of  exquisite 
distillations  and  separations,  and  especially  by  gentle  heats  and 
percolations  through  divers  strainers,  yea  and  substances  * ;  but 

'  quin  et  additU  quandoque  camibvM,  oins,  iactidniU^  et  aliis  etcuIentU. 

'  Chocolate,  which  however  was  well  known  In  Bacon's  time,  seems  to  fulfil  this 
description.  It  long  since  gave  rise  to  a  doubt  whether  drinking  it  amounted  to 
breaking  fast.  See  the  treatise  of  the  Jesuit  Hurtado,  **  Utrum  potio  chocolatica 
frangat  Jejunium  Ecclesiae." —  R,  L.  E. 

*  medieinarum  praparaiitineB. 

^  per  diverta  lintea,  laneOf  Ugna,  imd  ei  tulntanticu  solidioret. 
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also  exact  forms  of  composition,  whereby  they  incorporate 
ahnost,  as  they  were  natural  simples. 

"  We  have  also  divers  mechanical  arts,  which  you  have  not ; 
and  stuffs  made  by  them ;  as  papers,  linen,  silks,  tissues ;  dainty 
works  of  feathers  of  wonderful  lustre ;  excellent  dyes,  and 
many  others ;  and  shops  likewise  ',  as  well  for  such  as  are  not 
brought  into  vulgar  use  amongst  us  as  for  those  that  are.  For 
you  must  know  that  of  the  things  before  recited,  many  of  them 
are  grown  into  use  throughout  the  kingdom ;  but  yet  if  they 
did  flow  from  our  invention,  we  have  of  them  also  for  patterns 
and  principals.^ 

"  We  have  siso  furnaces  of  great  diversities,  and  that  keep 
great  diversity  of  heats;  fierce  and  quick ;  strong  and  constant; 
soft  and  mild;  blown,  quiet;  dry,  moist;  and  the  like.  But 
above  all,  we  have  heats  in  imitation  of  the  sun's  and  heavenly 
bodies'  heats,  that  pass  divers  inequalities  and  (as  it  were)  orbs, 
progresses,  and  returns,  whereby  we  produce  admirable  effects. 
Besides,  we  have  heats  '  of  dungs,  and  of  bellies  and  maws  of 
living  creatures,  and  of  their  bloods  and  bodies ;  and  of  hays 
and  herbs  laid  up  moist;  of  lime  unquenched;  and  such  like. 
Instruments  also  which  generate  heat  only  by  motion.^  And 
farther,  places  for  strong  insolations ;  and  again,  places  under 
the  earth,  which  by  nature  or  art  yield  heat  These  divers 
heats  we  use,  as  the  natiure  of  the  operation  which  we  intend 
requireth. 

"  We  have  also  perspective^houses,  where  we  make  demonstra^ 
tions  of  all  lights  and  radiations ;  and  of  all  colours;  and  out 
of  things  uncoloured  and  transparent,  we  can  represent  unto 
you  all  several  colours ;  not  in  rain-bows  ^  as  it  is  in  gems 
and  prisms,  but  of  themselves  single.®  We  represent  also  all 
multiplicationB  of  light,  which  we  carry  to  great  distance,  and 
make  so  sharp  as  to  discern  small  points  and  lines ;  also  all 
colorations  of  light :  all  delusions  and  deceits  of  the  sight,  in 
figures,  magnitudes,  motions,  colours:  all  demonstrations  of 
shadows.^    We  find  also  divers  means,  yet  unknown  to  you^ 

'  offieinat  etiam  txHquantm  artium  pradictarum, 

*  eorum  quantbque  exemplxria,  tanquam  primigenia,  et  optimi  elahorata,  in  Domo 
noUrSt  retuumug. 

*  imitatUmu  caloris, 

*  Bacon  seems  to  refer  to  the  result  of  bis  investigation  into  the  form  of  heat,  namely 
that  heat  is  a  kind  of  motion.  —  R.  £.  E, 

»  non  in  forma  iridum  glitcentet,  ®  sed  per  se  timpliccM  et  conttantet, 

'  umbrurum  et  imagintun  in  ae're  volitantium. 
VOL.  III.  M 
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of  producing  of  light  originally  from  divers  bodies.  We  pro- 
cure  means  of  seeing  objects  afar  off;  as  in  the  heaven  and 
remote  places ;  and  represent  things  near  as  afar  off,  and  things 
afar  off  as  near ;  making  feigned  distances.  We  have  also 
helps  for  the  sight,  far  above  spectacles  and  glasses  in  use.^ 
We  have  also  glassea  and  means  '  to  see  small  and  minute  bodies 
perfectly  and  distinctly ;  as  the  shapes  and  colours  of  small 
flies  and  worms,  grains  and  flaws  in  gems,  which  cannot  other- 
wise be  seen ;  observations  in  urine  '  and  blood,  not  otherwise 
to  be  seen.^  We  make  artificial  rain-bows,  halos,  and  circles 
about  light.*  We  represent  also  all  manner  of  reflexions, 
refractions,  and  multiplications  of  visual  beams  of  objects. 

''  We  have  also  precious  stones  of  all  kinds,  many  of  them 
of  great  beauty,  and  to  you  unknown ;  crystals  likewise ;  and 
glasses  of  divers  kinds ;  and  amongst  them  some  of  metals  vi- 
trificated,  Und  other  materials  besides  those  of  which  you  make 
glass.  Also  a  number  of  fossils,  and  imperfect  minerals,  which 
you  have  not.  Likewise  loadstones  of  prodigious  virtue;  and 
other  rare  stones,  both  natural  and  artificiaL 

'^We  have  also  sound-houses,  where  we  practise  and  de- 
monstrate all  sounds,  and  their  generation.  We  have  harmo- 
nies which  you  have  not,  of  quarter-sounds,  and  lesser  slides  of 
sounds.^  Divers  instruments  of  music  likewise  to  you  unknown, 
some  sweeter  than  any  you  have ;  together  with  bells  and  rings 
that  are  dainty  and  sweet.  We  represent  small  sounds  as  great 
and  deep ;  likewise  great  sounds  extenuate  and  sharp ;  we  make 
divers  tremblings  ^nd  warblings  of  sounds,  which  in  their 
[original  are  entire.  We  represent  and  imitate  all  artictdate 
sounds  and  letters,  and  the  voices  and  notes  of  beasts  and 
birds.  We  have  certain  helps  which  set  to  the  ear  do  further 
the  hearing  greatiy.   We  have  also  divers  strange  and  artificial 

'  qutB  bitoeuUs  vutrU  et  MpecuUi,  utu  longe  proitant.  '  artijicia. 

*  It  has  been  proposed  to  iiiciUtate  the  examinatioa  of  diabetic  urine  by  an  appara- 
tus In  which  the  amount  of  sugar  present  in  it  is  to  be  measured  by  its  effect  on  the 
plane  of  polarisation  of  polarised  light  transmitted  through  it— A.  L,  E. 

*  Nothing  that  has  been  accomplished  with  the  microscope  would  have  interested 
Bacon,  more  than  the  discoveries  of  Schleiden  and  Schwann,  because  nothing  has 
brought  us  so  near  the  latens  processus  by  which  the  tissues  of  organic  life  are  formed. 
It  is  remarkable  that  when  Schleiden  had  as  he  conceived  destroyed  the  analogy  be- 
tween the  developments  of  vegetable  and  animal  life,  by  showing  that  all  vegetable 
tissues  are  developed  by  cells,  Schwann  should  have  re-established  it  more  deariy  than 
before  by  showing  that  this  is  true  of  all  animal  tissues  also. —  R,  L.  E, 

*  haloius,  circn&w,  vibratiomu  et  trepidaHomt  lumnU, 

*  miicentes  turn  tantum  Beta  iUud  aeutum  et  moUe,  nt  vo§,  sed  quadrantet  tonorwR; 
et  Kmoe  tremulos  aliquoi  chdeiMtimoa, 
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echos,  reflectii^  the  voice  many  tunes,  and  as  it  were  tossing  it : 
and  some  that  give  back  the  voice  louder  than  it  came ;  some 
shriller,  and  some  deeper;  yea,  some  rendering  the  voice  dif- 
fering in  the  letters  or  artictdate  sound  from  that  they  receive. 
We  have  also  means  to  convey  sounds  in  trunks  and  pipes,  in 
strange  lines  and  distances.^ 

'^We  have  also  perfume-houses;  wherewith  we  join  also 
practices  of  taste.  We  multiply  smells,  which  may  seem 
strange.  We  imitate  smells,  making  all  smells  to  breathe  out 
of  other  mixtures  than  those  that  give  them.'  We  make  divers 
imitations  of  taste  likewise,  so  that  they  will  deceive  any  man's 
taste.  And  in  this  house  we  contain  also  a  confiture-house ; 
where  we  make  all  sweet-meats,  dry  and  moist',  and  divers 
pleasant  wines,  milks,  broths,  and  sallets,  far  in  greater  variety 
Ihan  you  have. 

'^  We  have  also  engine-houses,  where  are  prepared  engines 
and  instruments  for  all  sorts  of  motions.  There  we  imitate  and 
practise  to  make  swifter  motions  than  any  you  have,  either  out 
of  your  muskets  or  any  engine  that  you  have ;  and  to  make 
them  and  multiply  them  more  easily,  and  with  small  force  S  by 
wheels  and  other  means :  and  to  make  them  stronger,  and  more 
violent  than  yours  are ;  exceeding  your  gitetest  cannons  and 
basilisks.  We  represent  also  ordnance  and  instruments  of  war, 
and  engines  of  all  kinds :  and  likewise  new  mixtures  and  com- 
positions of  gun-powder,  wildfires  burning  in  water,  and  un- 
quenchable. Also  fire-works  of  all  variety  both  for  pleasure 
and  use.  We  imitate  also  flights  of  birds ;  we  have  some  de- 
grees of  flying  in  the  air'^;  we  have  ships  and  boats  for  going 
imder  water^  and  brooking  of  seas;  also  swimming-girdles  and 

'  [ad  magnam  dUimUiam,  et  in  Uneia  toirtnoM,']  This  te  now  done  very  effectively 
by  means  of  gutta  percba  tubing.  —  R,  L,  E, 

*  This  power  of  imltatiog  smells  is  one  of  the  recent  achievements  of  chemistry. 
From  ftiail  oil,  a  product  of  the  distillation  of  spirits  fh>m  potatoes,  itself  exceedingly 
offimsive,  may  be  got  oil  of  apples,  oil  of  pears^  oil  of  grapes,  and  oil  of  cognac.  The 
oQ  of  pine-apples  and  that  of  bitter  almonds  enable  confectioners  to  imitate  perfectly 
the  scent  and  flavour  of  pine-apples  and  bitter  almonds  respectively,  and  both,  like  the 
perftines  already  mentioned,  are  got  ttcm.  very  offensive  substances.  —  R.  L,  E, 

*  The  translation  adds  imd  et  eondimus  ea  cum  rttnu  dUis  ditlcibus,  gratiuimUt 
prater  eaeekarum  et  mel. 

*  mctme  reddere  faeiUoree  et  inteiUioree,  eot  muHipUeando  per  rotas  et  atioe  modoe, 

*  ffradus  quoedam  habetiuu  et  commoditateM  veettira  per  atrem  inttar  anmaKum 
alatorunt. 

*  A  boat  for  going  under  water  was  one  of  Drebbers  inventions  exhibited  in  1620. 
Bacon  in  the  De  Augmeiaie  refers  to  another  namely,  Drebbers  method  of  producing 
cold.  — i2.X.i^. 
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supporters.  We  have  divers  curious  clocks^  and  other  like 
motions  of  return  ^  and  some  perpfij^ufd  xpotionfu  We  imitate 
also  motions  of  living  creatures,  by  images  of  men,  beasts, 
birds,  fishes,  and  serpents.  We  have  also  a  great  number  of 
other  various  ^  motions,  strange  for  equality,  fineness,  and  sub- 
tilty. 

**  We  have  also  a  mathematical  house,  where  are  represented 
all  instruments,  as  well  of  geometry  as  astronomy,  exquisitely 
made. 

**  We  have  also  houses  of  deceits  of  the  senses ;  where 
we  represent  all  manner  of  feats  of  juggling,  false  apparitions, 
impostures,  and  illusions ;  and  their  fallacies.  And  surely  you 
will  easily  believe  that  we  that  have  so  many  things  truly 
natural  which  induce  admiration,  could  in  a  world  of  particulars 
deceive  the  senses,  if  we  would  disguise  those  things  and  laboui: 
to  make  them  seem  more  miraculous.  But  we  do  hate  all  im- 
postures and  lies :  insomuch  as  we  have  severely  forbidden  it  to 
all  our  fellows,  under  pain  of  ignominy  and  fines,  that  they  do 
not  shew  any  natiuul  work  or  thing,  adorned  or  swelling' ;  but 
only  pure  as.it  is,  and  without  all  affectation  of  strangeness. 

^'  These  are  (my  son)  the  riches  of  Salomon's  House. 

'*For  the  several  employments  and  offices  of  our  fellows ;  we 
have  twelve  that  sail  into  foreign  countries,  under  the  names  of 
other  nations,  (for  our  own  we  conceal ;)  who  bring  us  the  books, 
and  abstracts,  and  patterns  of  experiments  of  all  other  parts.'* 
These  we  call  Merchants  of  Light. 

"We  have  three  that  collect  the  experiments  which  are  in  all 
books.     These  we  call  Depredators. 

"  We  have  three  that  collect  the  experiments  of  all  mecha- 
nical arts ;  and  also  of  liberal  sciences ;  and  also  of  practices 
which  are  not  brought  into  arts.    These  we  call  Mystery-men.'* 

"  We  have  three  that  try  new  experiments,  such  as  them- 
selves think  good.     These  we  call  Pioners  or  Miners. 

**  We  have  three  that  draw  the  experiments  of  the  former 
four  into  titles  and  tables,  to  give  the  better  light  for  the 

'  et  alioi  moius  aeris  et  aquarum,  in  orbem  et  per  otcet  revertenU*, 

'  The  word  **  various,'*  which  seems  to  be  redundant,  is  omitted  in  the  translation. 

*  ariificioao  apparatu  ementitum, 

*  qui  libroM,  et  materins  et  exempiaria  experttnerUorum  ad  not  perferunt* 

*  In  the  translation  they  are  called  Venatoret,  hunters ;  a  name,  however,  which 
does  not  seem  to  distinguish  their  peculiar  office  so  accurately  as  **  mystery-raen,** 
that  is,  men  whose  business  was  to  inquire  after  mysteries,  t.  e.  crafts. 
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drawing  of  observations  and  axioms  out  of  them.  These  we 
call  Compilers.^ 

'^  We  have  three  that  bend  themselves^  looking  into  the  ex- 
periments of  their  fellows^  and  cast  about  how  to  draw  out  of 
them  things  of  use  and  practice  for  man's  life^  and  knowledge' 
as  well  for  works  as  for  plain  demonstration  of  causes,  means 
of  natural  divinations,  and  the  easy  and  clear  discovery  of  the 
virtues  and  parts  of  bodies.'  These  we  call  Dowry-men  or 
Benefactors.^ 

"  Then  after  divers  meetings  and  consults  of  our  whole  num- 
ber, to  consider  of  the  former  labours  and  collections',  we  have 
three  that  take  care,  out  of  them,  to  direct  new  experiments, 
of  a  higher  light,  more  penetrating  into  nature  than  the  for- 
mer.    These  we  call  Lamps. 

"  We  have  three  others  that  do  execute  the  experiments  so 
directed,  and  report  them.     These  we  call  Inoculators. 

"Lastly,  we  have  three  that  raise  the  former  discoveries  by 
experiments  into  greater  observations,  axioms,  and  aphorisms.® 
These  we  call  Interpreters  of  Nature. 

"  We  have  also,  as  you  must  think,  novices  and  apprentices, 
that  the  succession  of  the  former  employed  men  do  not  fail ; 
besides  a  great  number  of  servants  and  attendants,  men  and 
women.  And  this  we  do  also :  we  have  consultations,  which  of 
the  inventions  and  experiences  which  we  have  discovered  shall 
be  published,  and  which  not :  and  take  all  an  oatii  of  secrecy, 
for  the  concealing  of  those  which  we  think  fit  tx>  keep  secret : 
though  some  of  those  we  do  reveal  sometimes  to  the  state,  and 
some  not^ 

"  For  our  ordinances  and  rites :  we  have  two  very  long 
and  fair  galleries :  in  one  of  these  we  place  patterns  and  sam- 
ples of  all  manner  of  the  more  rare  and  excellent  inventions : 
in  the  other  we  place  the  statua's  of  all  principal  inventors. 
There  we  have  the  statua  of  your  Columbus,  that  discovered 

'  These  represent  tbe  fiormatioo  of  tbe  tables  comparentls,  absenttae  in  proximo^ 
and  gradauin.     See  Novum  Organum,  it.  §  1 1-^3.  —  R.  L,  E. 
Tor  **  compilers,"  tbe  translation  has  tUvitores,  distributors. 
'  neenom  qua  inurviant  seientiii,  non  so/tbM  quoad  cpera,  $edy  ^. 
'  qwB  Mint  in  corporibus  $inguli$  partes  iatenieBt  qua  virtutea. 

*  These  represent  the  Vindemiatio  prima.    See  Nov.  Org.  11.  §  20 —  R.  L.  E. 

*  qui  lahom  et  coUeetiones  priores  penitus  introapieiunt  et  quasi  mminantur. 

^  The  translation  adds  that  this  was-only  done  after  consultation  with  the  nrhole 
body.    Quodfadunt  non  nisi  consultations  et  coUoquis  prius  Iiabiiis  cum  sociis  universis. 

^  Etsi  namnmOa  ex  Us,  cum  eonsentu^  interdum  Regi  ant  Senatui  revdemus :  alia 
.autem  omnino  intra  notiOam  nostram  eohlbemus. 
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the  West  Indies :  also  the  inventor  of  ships :  your  monk  that 
^was  the  inventor  of  ordnance  and  of  gunpowder :  the  inventor 
of  music :  the  inventor  of  letters :  the  inventor  of  printing :  the 
inventor  of  observations  of  astronomy :  the  inventor  of  works 
in  metal :  the  inventor  of  glass :  the  inventor  of  silk  of  the 
worm :  the  inventor  of  wine :  the  inventor  of  com  and  bread: 
the  inventor  of  sugars:  and  all  these  by  more  certun  tradition 
than  you  have.  Then  have  we  divers  inventors  of  our  own, 
of  excellent  works ;  which  since  you  have  not  seen,  it  were 
too  long  to  make  descriptions  of  them ;  and  besides,  in  the 
right  understanding  of  those  descriptions  you  might  easily  err. 
For  upon  every  invention  of  value,  we  erect  a  statua  to  the 
inventor,  and  give  him  a  liberal  and  honourable  reward.  These 
statua's  are  some  of  brass ;  some  of  marble  and  touch-stone ; 
some  of  cedar  and  other  special  woods  ^t  and  adorned :  some 
of  iron ;  some  of  silver;  some  of  gold. 

'^  We  have  certain  hymns  and  services,  which  we  say  daily,  of 
laud  and  thanks  to  God  for  his  marvellous  works :  and  forms 
of  prayers,  imploring  his  aid  and  blessing  for  the  illumination 
of  our  labours,  and  the  turning  of  them  into  good  and  holy  uses. 
^*  Lastiy,  we  have  circuits  or  visits  of  divers  principal  cities 
of  the  kingdom ;  where,  as  it  cometh  to  pass,  we  do  publish 
such  new  profitable  inventions  as  we  think  good.    And  we  do 
I  also  declare  natural  divinations  ^  of  diseases,  plagues,  swarms 
'  of  hurtful  creatures,  scarcity,  tempests,  earthquakes,  great  in- 
undations, comets,  temperature  of  the  year,  and  divers  other 
things ;  and  we  give  counsel  thereupon  what  the  people  shall 
do  for  the  prevention  and  remedy  of  them.** 

And  when  he  had  said  this,  he  stood  up ;  and  I,  as  I  had 
been  taught,  kneeled  down ;  and  he  laid  his  right  hand  upon 
my  head,  and  said;  *'  God  bless  thee,  my  son,  and  God  bless 
this  relation  which  I  have  made.  I  give  thee  leave  to  publish 
it  for  the  good  of  other  nations ;  for  we  here  are  in  Gpd's  bosom, 
a  land^  unknown."  And  so  he  left  me ;  having  assigned  a  value 
of  about  two  thousand  ducats,  for  a  bounty  to  me  and  my 
fellows.  For  they  give  great  largesses  where  they  come  upon 
all  occasions. 

'  IViMftctmvs  etiam  antequam  adveniani  (id  quod  ad  Naturale$  Ditinaiumet  pertinei) 
morbot  epidgmicotf  ^. 

[the  rest  was  not  perfected.] 
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PRiECIPUE  QUOAD  USUS  HUMANOS.* 


The  prolongation  of  life. 

The  restitution  of  jouth  in  Bome  degree. 

The  retardation  of  age. 

The  curing  of  diseases  counted  incurable. 

The  mitigation  of  pain. 

More  eas J  and  less  loathsome  purgings. 

The  increasing  of  strength  and  activity. 
^    The  increasing  of  ability  to  suffer  torture  or  pain.  ' 

The  altering  of  complexions,  and  fatness  and  leanness. 
\/  The  altering  of  statures. 

The  altering  of  features. 
v  The  increasing  and  exalting  of  the  intellectual  parts. 
M  Versions  of  bodies  into  other  bodies. 

Making  of  new  species.  ^ 

Transplanting  of  one  species  into  anotiier. 

Instruments  of  destruction,  as  of  war  and  poison. 
sy    Exhilaration  of  the  spirits,  and  pXitting  them  in  good  dis- 
position. 

Force  of  the  imagination,  either  upon  another  body,  or  upon 
the  body  itself.  ^ 

Acceleration  of  time  in  maturatibns. 

Acceleration  of  time  in  clarifications. 

*  Tbto  paper  follows  the  iVetp  AOanU*  in  the  original  editiolT,  and  concludes  the 
volume. 
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Acceleration  of  putrefaction. 

Acceleration  of  decoction. 

Acceleration  of  germination. 

Making  rich  composts  for  the  earth. 

Impressions  of  the  air,  and  raising  of  tempests. 

Great  alteration ;  as  in  induration,  emollition,  &c. 

Turning  crude  and  watry  substances  into  oily  and  unctuous 

substances. 
Drawing  of  new  foods  out  of  substances  not  now  in  use. 
Making  new  threads  for  apparel;  and  new  stuffs;  such  as 

paper,  glass,  &c. 
Natural  divinations. 
Deceptions  of  the  senses. 
Greater  pleasures  of  the  senses. 
Artificial  minerals  and  cements. 


PHILOSOPHICAL  WORKS. 


PART   III. 

WOBKS  OJBiaiNALLT  DBSIONBD  FOB  PABTB  OF  THE  1N8TAURAT10 
MAGNA,    BUT   SUPBRSBDED  OR  ABANDONED; 

ABRAXQBD 
AGCOBDIHO  TO  THB  OBOBB  IN  WHICH  THBY  WBBB  WBITTBN. 


**  Because  you  were  wont  to  make  me  believe  you  took  liking  to  my  writings,  I  tend  you  some 
of  tble  vacation*!  fruiu  ;  and  thus  much  more  of  my  mind  and  purpose.  I  hasten  not  to  publish  : 
perishing  I  would  prerent ;  and  am  forced  to  respect  as  well  my  times  as  the  matter.  For  with 
me  it  is  thus,  and  I  think  with  all  men  in  my  case :  if  1  bind  myself  to  an  argument,  it  loadeth 
my  mind ,  but  if  I  rid  myself  of  the  present  cogitation,  it  is  rather  a  recreation.  This  hath  put 
ne  Into  thfise  misc4'llani«s,  which  I  purpose  to  suppress  it  God  give  me  leave  to  write  a  Juat  and 
perfect  volume  of  Philosophy,  which  1  go  on  with,  though  slowly."  •  Letter  To  Biikop  Andreun 
up<m  iending  him  the  "  CogUata  et  VUa.'^ 
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Ws  have  now  collected  all  of  Bacon's  philosophical  works 
which  there  is  reason  to  believe  he  would  himself  have  cared  to 
preserve.  The  rest  contun  but  little  matter  of  which  the  sub- 
stance may  not  be  foimd  in  one  part  or  another  of  the  preceding 
volumes,  reduced  to  the^hape  in  which  he  thought  it  would  be 
most  effective.  In  his  efes,  those  which  follow  belonged  to  the 
part  of  the  race  which  was  past  and  was  not  to  be  looked  back 
upon;  for  the  end  which  he  was  pursuing  hj  still  £u:  before 
him,  and  his  great  anxiety  was  to  bequeath  the  pursuit  to  a 
second  generation,  which  should  start  fresh  from  the  point 
wbere  he  was  obliged  to  leave  it. 

It  is  not  so  however  with  us.  In  our  eyes  the  interest 
which  attaches  to  his  labours  is  of  a  different  kind.  We  no 
longer  look  for  the  discovery  of  any  great  treasure  by  following 
in  that  direction.  His  peculiar  system  of  philosophy, — that  is 
to  say,  the  peculiar  method  of  investigation,  the  **  organum," 
the  '^  formula,"  the  ^'clavis,**  the  '^ars  ipsa  interpretandi  natu- 
ram,"  the  ^*  filum  Labyrinthi,"  or  by  whichever  of  its  many 
names  we  choose  to  call  that  artificial  process  by  which  alone 
he  believed  that  man  could  attain  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  and 
a  command  over  the  powers  of  nature, —  of  this  philosophy  we 
can  make  nothing.  If  we  have  not  tried  it,  it  is  because  we 
feel  confident  that  it  would  not  answer.  We  regard  it  as  a 
curious  piece  of  machinery,  very  subtle,  elaborate,  and  inge- 
nious, but  not  worth  constructing,  because  all  the  work  it  could 
do  may  be  done  more  easily  another  way.  But  though  this,  the 
&vourite  child  of  Bacon's  genius  which  he  would  fSedn  have  made 
heir  of  all  he  had,  died  thus  in  the  cradle,  his  genius  itself  still 
lives  and  works  among  us;  whatever  brings  us  into  nearer 
communion  with  that  is  still  interesting,  and  it  is  as  a  product 
and  exponent  of  Bacon's  own  mind  and  character  that  the  Ba- 
conian philosophy,  properly  so  called,  retains  its  chief  value  for 
modem  men. 
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Viewed  in  this  light,  the  superseded  or  abandoned  pieces  which 
are  here  gathered  together  under  this  third  head  are  among  the 
most  interesting  of  the  whole  collection.  For  in  them  we  may 
trace  more  than  can  be  traced  elsewhere  of  what  may  be  called 
the  personal  history  of  his  great  philosophical  scheme,  —  the 
practical  enterprise  in  which  it  engaged  him,  and  its  effect  on 
his  inner  and  outer  life.  We  cannot  indeed  trace  the  Idea 
back  to  its  great  dawn:  to  the  days  when,  in  the  fearless 
confidence  of  four  and  twenty,  he  wrote  Tempobis  Pabtus 
Maximus  at  the  head  of  the  manuscript  in  which  it  was  first 
set  forth, —  thinking  no  doubt  in  his  inexperience  that  Truth 
had  only  to  show  her  face  in  order  to  prevail  Our  records  do 
not  go  so  &r  back  as  that :  and  before  the  period  at  which  they 
begin  a  shadow  had  fallen  across  the  prospect  The  presump- 
tuous *'  maximus  "  has  been  silently  withdrawn  and  "  mascu- 
lus"  put  in  its  place.  Instead  of  that  overconfidence  in  the 
sympathy  of  his  generation  we  find  what  looks  like  an  over- 
apprehension  of  hostility.  And  it  is  in  deprecating  general 
objections;  in  answering,  mollifying,  conciliating,  or  contriving 
to  pass  by  prejudices ;  in  devising  prefaces,  apologies,  modes 
of  puttmg  his  case  and  selecting  his  audience  so  as  to  obtain 
a  dispassionate  hearing  for  it;  that  we  find  him,  if  not  chiefly, 
yet  much  and  anxiously  employed. 

It  is  probably  to  the  experiences  and  discouragements  of 
this  part  of  his  career  that  we  owe  the  greater  part  of  the  first 
book  of  the  Novum  Orffanum,  which  embodies  all  the  defensive 
measures  into  which  they  drove  him ;  but  though  the  result 
may  be  seen  there,  the  history  may  be  better  traced  in  these 
fragments.  It  is  in  them  that  we  can  best  see  how  early 
this  idea  of  recovering  to  Man  the  mastery  over  Nature  pre- 
sented itself  to  him ;  presented  itself  not  as  a  vague  specu- 
lation or  poetic  dream,  but  as  an  object  to  be  attempted; 
the  highest  at  which  a  man  could  aim,  yet  not  too  high 
for  man  to  aim  at;  —  how  certain  he  felt  that  it  might  be 
accomplished  if  men  would  but  make  the  trial  fairly ;  how 
clearly  he  saw  or  thought  he  saw  the  way  to  set  about  it ;  how 
vast  his  expectations  of  the  good  to  come ;  how  unshakable 
his  confidence  in  the  means  to  be  used ;  what  immense  intel- 
lectual operations  that  confidence  gave  him  courage  to  enter 
upon  and  patience  to  proceed  with, —  deliberately,  fdone,  year 
after  year,  and  decade  after  decade,  still  hoping  for  success  in 
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the  end^  —  delays^  distractions,  disappointments,  discourage- 
ments internal  and  external,  notwithstanding.  They  serve 
moreover  to  remind  us  of  another  fact  which  it  is  not  unim- 
portant to  remember,  and  which,  judging  from  the  events  of 
later  times,  we  are  too  apt  to  overlook  or  forget, — namely, 
how  little  authority  in  matters  of  this  kind  his  name  carried 
with  it  in  those  days.  ^'  A  fool  could  not  have  written  it,  and 
a  wise  man  would  not,''  is  said  to  have  been  the  criticism  of  a  , 
great  Oxford  scholar  upon  an  early  sketch  of  the  Instauratio. 
And  how  little  Bacon  could  trust  for  a  favourable  hearing  of 
his  case  to  his  personal  reputation  among  his  contemporaries 
during  the  first  fifty  years  of  his  life,  appears  from  his  hesita- 
tion, uncertainty,  and  anxiety  as  to  the  form  in  which  he  should 
cast  it,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  should  bring  it  forward. 
For  we  find  among  these  fragments  not  merely  successive 
drafts  of  the  same  design,  (which  would  prove  nothing  more 
than  solicitude  to  do  the  work  well,)  but  also  experimental 
variations  of  the  design  itself,  in  which  the  same  matter  is 
dressed  up  in  different  disguises,  with  the  object  apparently  of 
keeping  the  author  out  of  sight ;  as  if  he  had  thought  that  a 
project  of  such  magnitude  would  be  entertained  less  favour- 
ably if  associated  with  the  person  of  one  who  had  done 
nothing  as  yet  to  prove  any  peculiar  aptitude  for  scientific 
investigation,  or  to  entitle  him  to  speak  on  such  matters  with 
authority.  Thus  at  one  time  lie  seems  to  have  thought  of 
bringing  his  work  out  under  a  fanciful  name,  probably  with 
some  fanciful  story  to  explain  it ;  as  we  see  in  the  mysterious 
title  '^  Valerius  Terminus,  &c  with  the  Annotations  of  Hermes 
Stella/*  At  another  he  presents  the  same  argument  in  a 
dramatic  form;  as  in  the  Redargutio  Philosophiarum,  where 
great  part  of  what  became  afterwards  the  first  book  of  the 
Novum  Organum  is  given  as  a  report  of  a  speech  addressed 
to  an  assembly  of  philosophers  at  Paris.  At  another  he  tries 
to  disguise  himself  under  a  style  of  assumed  superiority,  quite 
unlike  his  natural  style ;  as  in  the  Temporis  Partus  Masculus, 
where  again  the  very  same  argument  (for  it  is  but  another 
version  of  the  Redargutio  Philosophiarum)  is  set  forth  in  a  spirit 
of  scornful  invective  poured  out  upon  all  the  popular  reputa- 
tions in  the  annals  of  philosophy ;  —  a  spirit  not  only  alien 
firom  all  his  own  tastes  and  habits  moral  and  intellectual,  but 
directly  at  variance  with  the  policy  which  he  was  actually 
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pnrBuing  in  this  yerj  matter ;  which  was  to  avoid  as  much 
as  possible  all  contradiction  and  coUisioDy  and  to  treat  popular 
prejudices  of  all  kinds  with  the  greatest  courtesy  and  tender- 
ness :  —  an  inconsistency  which  I  know  not  how  to  account 
for,  except  by  supposing  that  he  had  been  trying  experiments 
as  to  the  various  ways  in  which  popular  opinion  may  be  con- 
ciliated; and  knowing  tiiat  many  a  man  had  enjoyed  great 
authority  in  the  world  by  no  better  title  than  that  of  boldly 
assuming  it,  had  a  mind  to  try  how  he  could  act  that  part 
himself,  and  so  wrote  this  exercise  to  see  the  effect  of  it ;  and 
finding  the  effect  bad,  laid  it  by.  Another  thought  which  he 
had,  —  still  probably  with  the  same  view  of  avoiding  the  con- 
trast between  the  lofty  pretensions  of  the  project  and  the 
small  reputation  of  the  author,  —  was  to  publish  it  in  a  distant 
place.  In  July,  1608,  remembering  that  a  prophet  is  not  with- 
out honour  except  in  his  own  country,  he  was  considering  the 
expediency  of  beginning  to  print  in  France.'  And  about  the 
same  time  the  idea  of  shadowing  himself  under  the  darkness 
of  antiquity  seems  to  have  occurred  to  him :  for  I  am  much 
inclined  to  think  that  it  was  some  such  consideration  which 
induced  him  in  1609  to  bring  out  his  little  book  De  Sapientid 
Veterum  ;  where,  fancying  that  some  of  the  cardinal  principles 
of  his  own  philosophy  lay  hid  in  the  oldest  Greek  fables,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  circumstance  to  bring  them  forward 
under  the  sanction  of  tliat  ancient  prescription,  —  and  so  made 
those  fiftbles  serve  partiy  as  pioneers  to  prepare  his  way,  and 
partiy  as  auxiliaries  to  enforce  his  authority. 

Altogether,  the  result  of  my  endeavours  to  arrange  and 
understand  these  experimental  essays  and  discarded  be^nnings, 
is  a  conviction  that  Bacon  was  not  more  profoundly  convinced 
that  he  was  right,  than  uneasily  apprehensive  that  his  contempo- 
raries would  never  think  him  so ;  and  that  for  the  first  fifty  y^^s 
of  his  life  his  chief  anxiety  was,  not  so  much  to  bring  his  work 
into  the  most  perfect  shape  according  to  his  own  conception, 
as  to  bring  it  before  the  world  in  a  manner  whidi  should  insure 
patient  and  attentive  listeners,  and  involve  least  risk  of  mis- 
carriage,— the  carrying  of  the  world  with  him  being  in  such 
an  enterprise  a  condition  essential  to  success.  And  this  I  have 
thought  tiie  more  worth^pointing  out,  because  the  course  of 

'  Commcntarius  aolutus. 
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proceeding  which  he  ultimately  resolved  on  tends  to  hide  it 
from  us.  For  his  final  resolution  was^  as  we  know^  to  discard 
all  fictions  and  disguises,  and  utter  his  own  thoughts  in  his 
own  person  after  the  manner  which  was  most  natural  to  him. 
But  we  are  to  remember  that  before  he  came  to  that  determi- 
nation,  or  at  least  before  he  put  it  in  execution,  the  case  was 
materially  altered  and  the  principal  cause  of  embarrassment 
removed.  For  besides  that  he  had  then  been  four  years  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  great  reputation  which  he  had  acquired  in 
other  fields — in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Courts  of  Law, 
and  the  Star-Chamber, — coupled  with  the  well-known  fact 
that  his  favourite  pursuit  all  the  time  had  been  natural  philo- 
sophy, concerning  which  he  had  long  had  a  great  work  in  pre- 
paration,— this  reputation  had  given  to  his  name  the  weight 
which  before  it  wanted ;  insomuch  that  there  was  then  perhaps 
no  mouth  in  Europe  which  could  command  a  larger  audience, 
or  from  which  the  prophecy  of  a  new  intellectual  era  coming 
upon  the  earth  could  proceed  with  greater  authority,  than  that 
of  Francis  Bacon. 

Nevertheless,  when  I  say  that  these  pieces  are  chiefly  in- 
teresting on  account  of  the  light  they  throw  on  Bacon's  per- 
sonal hopes,  fears,  and  struggles,  I  am  &r  from  meaning  to 
underrate  their  intrinsic  and  independent  value.  Those  who  are 
most  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  works  by  which  they  were 
superseded  will  not  the  less  find  them  well  worth  the  studying. 
Many  of  them  are  in  form  and  composition  among  Bacon's  most 
perfect  productions ;  and  if  in  successive  processes  of  digestion 
he  succeeded  in  sinking  the  thought  deeper  and  packing  the 
words  closer,  it  was  often  at  the  expense  of  many  natural  and 
original  graces.  What  they  have  guned  in  weight  and  solidity 
they  have  lost  sometimes  in  freshness,  freedom,  and  perspicuity ; 
and  it  will  generally  be  found  that  each  helps  to  throw  light 
on  the  other. 

J.  S. 
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The  value  of  this  collection  would  be  much  increased  if  the 
dates  of  the  several  pieces  could  be  fixed,  or  even  the  order  of 
succession.  I  fear  however  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  this  with 
any  certainty.  I  have  arranged  them  in  the  order  in  which  it 
seems  to  me  most  probable  that  they  were  written,  but  the 
evidence  is  so  scanty  and  unsatisfactory  that  I  wish  every 
reader  to  consider  it  an  open  question  and  to  judge  for  himself 
upon  the  data  which  will  be  laid  before  him. 

This  which  I  place  first,  and  to  which  for  convenience  of 
reference  I  give  the  title  Cogitationes  de  Scientid  HumanAy  is  a 
fragment,  or  rather  three  separate  fragments,  that  have  not 
been  printed  before.  They  are  copied  from  a  manuscript 
which  came  to  the  British  Museum  among  the  papers  of 
Dr.  Birch,  who  appears  to  have  received  it  from  the  ex- 
ecutors of  Mr.  John  Locker.  Locker  was  a  friend  of  Robert 
Stephens,  the  Historiographer  Boyal;  was  employed  by  him 
to  see  through  the  press  his  second  collection  of  Bacon's 
letters,  published  in  1734;  was  afterwards  engaged  in  pre- 
paring an  edition  of  all  Bacon's  works,  Jbut  died  before  it 
was  completed;  whereupon  the  task,  together  with  the  papers 
which  he  had  collected,  was  transferred  to  Dr.  Birch. 

Of  the  history  of  this  manuscript  I  have  not  been  able  to 
learn  anything  beyond  what  appears  upon  the  face  of  it.  It  is 
a  transcript  in  a  hand  of  the  18th  century >  and  has  evidently 
been  made  from  a  mutilated  original ;  blank  spaces  having  been 
left  by  the  transcriber  in  several  parts,  such  as  would  occur  in 
the  copy,  not  of  an  unfinished  or  illegible  writing,  but  of  one 
worn  away  at  the  edges  of  the  outer  leaves.     The  leaves  of  tha 

N  2 


180  PREFACE  TO  THE 

transcript  are  put  together  in  a  false  order^  and  are  not  num- 
bered; which  makes  it  less  easy  to  guess  what  the  original 
consisted  of.  But  it  looks  as  if  there  had  been  three  separate 
papers,  each  wanting  a  leaf  or  two  at  the  beginning,  and  each 
containing  a  series  of  "  Cogitationes"  or  short  philosophical 
essays.  The  transcript  has  been  corrected  throughout  by 
Locker  himself  and  prepared  for  the  press  or  the  copyist ; 
some  passages  being  marked  for  omission,  and  some  to  stand, 
and  titles  being  added  to  the  latter.  It  seems  that  he  meant 
to  include  in  his  edition  of  Bacon's  works  all  those  portions 
which  were  not  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  same  or  nearly 
the  same  words.  As  these  titles  do  not  appear  to  have  formed 
part  of  the  original,  I  have  omitted  them  here;  my  object  being 
to  print  Bacon's  own  paper  as  Locker  received  it ;  which  I 
suppose  the  transcriber  to  have  copied  as  correctly  as  he  could. 

The  subjects  of  cogitation  are  various,  and  not  arranged  in 
any  logical  order.  I  find  interspersed  among  them  the  four 
fables,  Metis,  Soror  Giffantum,  Coelum,  and  Proteus,  exactly  as 
they  are  printed  in  the  De  Sapientid  Veterum;  and  the  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh,  and  tenth  of  the  Cogitationes  de  Rerum  Naturd, 
exactly  as  they  are  given  by  Gruter;  except  a  few  verbal 
difierences  which  I  have  pointed  out  where  they  occur.  In 
the  last  mentioned  (which  forms  the  seventh  article  of  the 
first  fragment),  the  passage  about  the  new  star  in  Cassiopeia 
appears  in  the  same  words  and  with  the  same  context  precisely ; 
and  therefore  the  reasons  which  I  have  given  for  presuming  that 
the  Cogitationes  de  Rerum  Naturd  were  written  before  1605  are 
equally  applicable  to  this  fragment.  It  is  on  this  account  that 
I  place  it  first  in  the  series ;  not  that  some  of  the  other  pieces 
contained  in  this  part  may  not  have  been  written  earlier  than 
1605,  but  that  there  is  none  among  them  concerning  which  I 
have  such  good  grounds  for  concluding  that  it  cannot  have 
been  written  later. 

The  Cogitatio  in  which  this  passage  occurs  is  immediately 
followed  by  one  on  the  true  relation  between  natural  philo- 
sophy and  natural  history ;  in  which  the  kind  of  natural  his- 
tory on  which  a  sound  and  active  philosophy  may  be  built 
is  particularly  described.  If  we  could  be  sure  that  this  also 
was  written  before  1605,  the  fact  would  be  valuable;  as 
showing  that  this  part  of  the  design  was  no  after  thought, 
but  was  as  clearly  conceived,  and  its  essential  importance  as 
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fiiUj  recognised,  in  1605  as  in  1620.  In  the  Parasceve  and 
in  the  admonition  prefixed  to  the  Historia  Ventorum  (^manendi 
sunt  homines y  &c.),  the  impossibilitj  of  carrying  the  work  on 
without  such  a  collection  of  natural  history,  though  more 
fully  and  anxiously  insisted  upon,  is  not  more  distinctly  under- 
stood. The  presumption  however  which  fixes  the  date  of  the 
preceding  Cogitatio  does  not  necessarily  hold  with  regard  to 
this,  because  it  ma^  no  doubt  have  been  added  afterwards ;  and 
the  word  partitianem  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  in  page  189 
may  seem  to  imply  that  it  was  meant  for  the  Partitiones  Scien- 
tiarum,  and  therefore  written  after  the  plan  of  the  Instauratio 
Magna  had  been  laid  out  in  its  ultimate  form. 

The  miscellaneous  character  of  these  meditations  makes  the 
loss  of  the  rest  of  less  consequence.  It  is  easy  to  strike  into 
the  argument  of  each,  and  to  refer  it  to  its  proper  place  in 
Bacon's  philosophy.  It  may  be  convenient  however,  as  they 
are  for  the  most  part  without  explanatory  titles,  to  give  here 
a  list  of  the  several  pieces>  with  a  note  of  the  subjects  to  which 
they  refer. 

FIBST  FBAGM£NT« 

1.  (Cog.  3.)    0/  the  limits  and  end  of  Knowledge :  the  same 

argument  which  is  handled  in  the  first  chapter  of  Vak" 
rius  Terminusy  and  the  opening  of  the  Advancement  of 
Learning.     (The  beginning  wanting.) 

2.  (Cog.  4.)  Of  the  Use  of  Knowledge. 

3.  (Cog.  5.)  Tlie  fable  of  Metis. 

4.  (Cog.  6.)  The  fable  of  the  Sister  of  the  Giants. 

5.  (Cog.  7.)  The  fable  of  Caelum. 

6.  (Cog.  8.)  The  fable  of  Proteus. 

7.  (Cog.  9.)  Of  the  error  in  supposing  a  difference  in  point  of 

eternity  and  mutability  betu^een  things  celestial  and  things 
sublunary. 

8.  (Cog.  10.)  Of  Natural  History  considered  as  the  groundwork 

of  Natural  Philosophy.    (Imperfect  at  the  end,) 

SECOND  FRAQMENT, 

1.  (Cog.  8.)   TTiat  general  consent  affords  no  presumption  of 
truth  in  matters  intellectual. 
M  3 
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2.  (Cog.  9.)  Of  the  error  of  supposing  that  conoersancy  with 

particulars  is  below  the  dignity  of  the  human  mind. 

3.  (Cog.  10.)  The  exposition  of  the  fable  of  Midas.    (Not  in- 

cluded in  the  De  Sapientid  Veterum.) 

THIBD  FBAGMENT. 

1.  Of  wisdom  in  the  business  of  life.    (The  beginning  wanting.) 

2.  That  the  quantum  of  matter  is  alwtxys  the  same. 

3.  Of  the  sympathy  bettoeen  bodies  with  sense  and  bodies  without. 

4.  Of  apparent  rest,  and  solidity  and  fluidity. 

The  notes  to  these  pieces^  and  the  explanatory  remarks 
within  brackets,  are  mine. 

J.& 
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THE  FIRST  FBAOMENT. 


•  .  .  .  a  Deo  defectionem  homini  insiauavit.'  Quod  vero 
ad  terminos  sobrietatis  attinet^  eo8  demum  legitimos  et  veros 
€886  censemus,  qui  8eii8U8  aditum  ad  divina  prohibeant ;  ut  jam 
dictum  est.  Si  enim  per  alas  sensus  male  conglutinatas  ad  Dei 
naturam,  vias,  voluntatem,  regimen^  et  reliqua  mysteria,  tan- 
quam  ex  propinquo  audacius  conspicienda^  superbo  volatu  effe- 
ramur^  pnecipitium  certum  nos  manet.  Atque  hoc  est  quod 
per  fallaciam  philosophi€B  et  glori<B  qc>prtf*«o««ii  cavere  jubemur. 
Quicquid  vero  non  est  Deus,  sed  pars  Universi  aut  Creatura, 
hujus  certe  contemplatio  et  scieotia  obscuritate  sspius  et  diffi- 
cultate  removetur^  sed  nullo  edicto  separatur.  Certe  Scriptura, 
post  vicissitudines  rerum  et  temporum  commemoratas^  ad  ex- 
tremum  subjuugit :  Cuncta  fecit  bona  in  tempore  suo^et  mundum 
tradidit  disputatianibus  eorum  ;  ut  tamen  non  inveniat  homo  quod 
operatus  est  Deus  ab  initio  usque  adfinem :  ubi  satis  aperte  signi- 
ficat,  tradi  certe  mundum  hominum  contcmplationibus  et  con- 
troversiis^  et  infinitas  et  abditas  Naturae  operationes  posse  erui ; 
opus  autem  quod  operatus  est  Deus  ab  initio  usque  ad  finem, 
id  est  legem  Naturae  summariam^-  quae  instar  puncti  verticalis 
Pyramidis  est,  in  quo  omnia  coeunt  in  unum ;  hoc  inquam^  non 
aliud  quicquam,  ab  Intellectu  humano  seponi.  Nam  ut  idem 
Author  affirmat,  Lucema  Dei  est  spiraculum  hominis  quo  quceque 
interiara  pervestiffot ;  et  rursus  ait,  Gloriam  Dei  esse  rem  celare^ 
ghriam  Regis  autem  rem  investigare ;  non  aliter  ac  si  Divina 
Natura  innocenti  ac  benevolo  puerorum  ludo  delectaretur,  qui 
ideo  se  abscondunt  ut  inveniantur,  ac  animam  humanam  sibi 

>  Additional  MSB.  Brit.  Mus.  4268,  fo.  219. 

'  He  has  been  tpeaking,  probablf ,  of  Um  nature  of  the  temptation  which  led  to  the 
fall  of  man  ;  Tis.  Uie  promiae  that  he  should  be  u  God,  hnowiny  good  and  eoiL 
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collusorem  in  hoc  ludo  pro  sua  in  homines  indnlgentia  et  boni- 
tate  elegerit.  Itaque  Deiim  Fidei^  mundum  sensus  et  scientise 
humanas,  vera  objecta  esse  ponimus.  Quod  vero  ad  artificium 
illud  atiinet^  ut  ex  ignoratione  causarum  major  sit  manus  di- 
vinsB  recognitio  et  veneratio ;  hoc  nil  aliud  est  quam  Deo  per 
mendaciuin  gratificari  velle^  quo  ille  prorsus  nostro  non  eget 
Etiam  et  ill»  cogitationes  parum  pise  sunt^  si  quis  Dei  vicem 
timeat,  ne  religio  detrimentum  accipiat  Nam  hsc  rationem 
animalem  et  fidei  inopiam  sapiunt,  et  religionem  tacite  quo- 
dammodo  impostune  insimulant  [ac]  si  periculum  ei  ab  inqui- 
sitione  veritatis  subsit.  Neque  metuat  quisquam  ut  Sensui 
Fides  magis  ex  diametro  opponi  possit  quam  per  ea  quse  nunc^ 
yirtute  afflatus  divini,  creduntur ;  mundi  creationem  ex  nihilo ; 
Dei  incamationem ;  carnis  resurrectionem.  Atque  nobis  certe 
perfectissimum  est^  Naturalem  Philosophiam,  post  verbum  Dei^ 
certissimam  superstitionis  medicinam^  eandem  (quod  mirum 
yideri  possit)  probatissimum  fidei  alimentum  esse ;  quantoque 
altius  penetret,  tanto  fortius  animos  hominum  religione  per- 
fundere.  Nam  in  limine  philosophic^  in  causis  proximis 
moram  faciendo,  fortasse  animus  nonnihil  deprimitur^  et  sen- 
sui obnoxius  efficitur.  Sed  postquam  ascensus  factus  est,  et 
catena  causarum  ex  opere  divino  fabrefacta  in  conspectum 
venit,  erigitur  proculdubio  animus,  et  ad  religionem  pwepara- 
tur.  Itaque  existimamus  Scientiam  de  Natura  tanquam  fidis- 
simam  Religioni  ancillam  prsBsto  esse,  cum  altera  voluntatem 
Dei,  altera  potestatem  manifestet  Neque  erravit  qui  dixit 
JErratis  netcientes  scripturas  et  potestatem  Dei;  informationem 
de  Yoluntate,  tanquam  Fidei  instrumentum,  et  meditationem 
de  Potestate,  tanquam  ejusdem  adminiculum,  conjungens, 
Veruntamen  (quod  verum  rebus  humanis  presidium  est)  ad 
preces  confugimus,  et  Deuin  supplices  rogamus  ne  ex  resera- 
tione  viarum  sensus  et  accensione  majore  luminis  natundis 
aliquid  incredulitatis  aut  noctis  animis  nostris  erga  divina 
mysteria  oboriatur;  sed  potius  ut  ab  intellectu  a  phantasiis 
et  vanitate  puro  et  repurgato,  et  divinis  oraculis  nihilominus 
subdito  ac  prorsus  dedititio,  Fidei  dentur  qwB  Fidei  sunt 

COGITATIO  4**. 

Atque  cum  de  terminis  et  finibus  Philosophise  jam  dictum 
sit,  res  postulare  'ddetur  ut  de  usu  ejus  aliquid  addamus. 
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Oninis  enim  scientia  usu  prudenter  termlnatur;  atque  usui 
nomen  finis  vel  praecipue  competit :  in  quo  altius  rem  repetere 
yisiim  est^  ut  fortius  quod  tantum  hominum  intersit  mentibus 
eorum  incutlamus.  In  Divina  Natura  radius  trinus  per  omnia 
splendet,  et  in  operibus  et  in  attributis.  Essentia  et  Creatio 
Materiae  ad  Patrem ;  Essentia  et  Creatio  Formse  ad  Filium ; 
duratio  et  conservatio  Essentis  ad  Spiritum  Sanctum  refertur. 
Neque  enim  ait  Scriptura  Dixit  DeuSy  fiat  Codum  et  Terra y 
sed  Creavit  Deus  Ccdum  et  Terram.  De  operibus  autem  sex 
dierum^  no  nait  Scriptura  Creavit  Detis  Lucem  et  qu»  sequun- 
tur ;  sed  Dixit  Deus^fiat  Lux^  et  facta  est  Lux  ;  et  per  omnia 
Creationem  prsecedit  Verbum.  Similiter,  Potentia  Patri, 
Sapientia  Filio,  Charitas  Spiritui  Sancto  attribuitur ;  ut  et 
peccata  iisdem  attributis  respondeant ;  cum  peccata  ex  infir- 
mitate  contra  Patrem;  peccata  ex  ignorantia  contra  Filium; 
peccata  ex  malitia  contra  Spiritum  Sanctum  esse  dicantur. 
Etiam  origines  defectionis  eodem  spectant.  Nam  ex  appetitu 
potenti»  angeli  lapsi  sunt;  ex  appetitu  scientiffi  homines; 
sed  Charitatb  non  est  excessus ;  neque  inducit  charitas  tenta- 
tionem,  neque  Spiritus  aut  homo  per  eam  unquam  in  peri- 
culum  venit  Qui  enim  ex  plenitudine  charitatis  sibi  exitium 
et  anathema  imprecati  simt,  ut  Paulus  et  Moses,  utcunque  in 
extasi  spiritus  eo  progress!,  tamen  offensionem  apud  Deum 
incurrisse  non  reperiuntur.  Itaque  Deus  proponitur  homi- 
nibus  ad  imitationem,  secimdum  Charitatem,  non  secundum 
Potentiam  aut  Sapientiam.  Scriptum  enim  est,  Diligite 
inimicos  vestros  ut  sitis  filii  Patris  vestri  qui  in  Ccelis  est; 
qui  solem  suum  oriri  facit  super  honos  et  malos,  et  pluit  super 
justos  et  injustos.  Angelus  autem  dixit  in  se.  Ascendant  et 
ero  similis  Altissimo :  non  dixit  Deo,  sed  Altissimo.  Similiter 
Homo,  postquam  tentationem  hausisset,  efierebatur,  et  con- 
cupivit  ut  similis  esset  Deo;  non  simpliciter,  sed  in  hoc  ut 
sciret  Bonum  et  Malum.  Neuter  ad  similitudinem  charitatis 
diyinsB  se  excitabat ;  sed  Angelo  ministerii  Dominatio,  Creaturs^ 
dominant!  Scientia,  desiderio  fuit.  Atque  hsc  in  prsesenti 
adducimus,  ut  homines  tantis  oraculis  moniti  scientias  veros 
fines  cogitent ;  nee  eam  aut  animi  causa  petant,  aut  ut  alios 
despiciant,  aut  ad  commodum,  aut  ad  lucrum,  aut  ad  gloriam, 
aut  hujusmodi  inferiora.  Atque  hie  rursus,  ut  prius,  Deum 
precamur  ut  deposito  scientias  veneno,  a  serpentis  veneno 
jam  a  principio  infuso,  quo  animus  humanus  tumet,  nee  altum 
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sapiamuB^    nee    ultra  sobrium^    sed  Yeritatem    in    Charitate 
colamuB. 

COGITATIO  6*». 
Narrant  poetse  antiqui  Jovem  cepisse  in  uxorem  Metin,  &c. 

[Here  follows  the  exposition  of  the  fable  Metis  sive  Con- 
silium, for  which  see  De  Sapientid  Veterum,  §  xxx.] 

COOITATIO  6*». 

Finxere  poetse  Gigantes  e  terrft  procreates,  && 

[Here  follows  the  exposition  of  the  fable  Sarar  Gigantum 
sive  Fama;  for  which  see  De  Sap.  Vet.  §  x.] 

COGITATIO  7°*. 

Finxere  poetse  Coelum  antiquissimum,  &c. 

[Here  follows  the  exposition  of  the  feble  Cesium  sive  ort- 
ffines;  for  which  see  De  Sap.  Vet  §  xiL] 

COGITATIO  8*. 

Narrant  poetae  Proteum,  &c. 

[Here  follows  the  exposition  of  the  fable   Proteus  sive 
Materia  ;  for  which  see  De  Sap.  Vet  §  xiiL] 

COGITATIO  9*. 

De  dissimilitudine  coBlestium  et  sublunarium  quoad  cBtemitatem 
et  mutabiUtatem,  quod  non  sit  verificata. 

[See  Cogitationes  de  Rerum  Naturd,  §  x.,  p.  32.  of  this  vo* 
lume.  These  five  Cogitationes  agree  exactly  with  the  copies 
elsewhere  given,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  verbal 
variations,  which  I  have  mentioned  in  the  notes.  With  regard 
to  the  last  it  is  to  be  observed  that,  though  it  follows  the  8th 
Cogitatio  without  any  break,  the  words  Cogitatio  9*.  are  not 
written  at  the  head  of  it,  as  in  all  the  preceding ;  but  Cog. 
10.  is  inserted  in  ihe  margin;  from  which  I  infer  that  it 
was  not  numbered  in  the  original,  and  that  the  number  10 
was  inserted  afterwards  by  the  transcriber  in  reference  to  the 
Cogitationes  de  Rerum  Naturd  where  it  stands  tenth  and  last. 
That   it  formed  part   of  the   present   series    however,   and 
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belonged  to  this  place^  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  it 
is  immediately  followed  by] 

COGITATIO  lO*. 

Fundamenta  solida  Philosophis  Naturalis  purioris,  in  Naturali 
Historia  jaciuntur ;  eaque  copiosa  et  accurata.     Aliunde  petita 
plulosophia  natat  et  ventosa  est  et  agitatur  et  se  confiindit ; 
nee  adiitilitates  humanas  et  partem  activam  ducit^  autpertingit. 
Atque  ut  distinotius  loquamur,  Historia  Naturalis  aut  non  satis 
investigata  aut  non  satis  inspecta  duo  vitia  et  veluti  morbos 
aut  corruptiones  Theoriarum  peperit.     In  altero  homines  ad 
SophistaB  potius,  in  altero  ad  Poetse  partes  accedunt.    Qui  enim 
ex  vulgaribus  observationibus  theoriae  principiis  concinnatis, 
reliqua  in  ingenii  discursu  et  argumentatione  ponit,  is  quam- 
cunque  existimationem  aut  fortunam  Inventa  sua  sortiantur^ 
tamen  revera  ex  veterum  Sophistarum  more  et  disciplina  phi- 
losophatur.     Qui  autem  ex  portione  Natures  diligenter  et  ex- 
quisite indagata    et   observata  tumidus  et  phantasiaB  plenus 
alia  omnia  ad  ejus  exemplum  et  simiUtudinem  fieri  fingit  et 
Bonmiat^  is  inter  Poetas  sane  est  conscribendus.     Itaque  pru- 
dens  et  acutum  erat  illud  Heracliti  dictum  cum  quereretur 
homines  Philosophiam  in  mundis  propriis  non  in  mundo  majore 
quaerere.     Naturalem  enim  Historiam  leyiter  attingunt^  atque 
in  meditationibus  suis  in  inomensum  expatiantur ;  neque  hasc 
prudenter  diyidunt.     Atque  hujus  rei  exemplum^  praesertim 
morbi  illius  prions^  in  Philosophis  Scholasticis  se  prodit ;  qui 
cum  ingenii  acumine  et  robore  pollerent^  et  otio  abundarent; 
historiaB  autem  aut  naturae  aut  temporum  parvam   partem 
nossent;  nee  omnino  variam  doctrinam  hausissent ;  sed  medita- 
tiones  suas  intra  veluti  cellas  paucorum  authorum^  prascipue 
Azistotelis  (qui  dictaturam  apud  eos  gerebat)^  quemadmodum 
personas  intra  cellas  monasteriorum  et  collegiorum  clausissent; 
ferocitatem  autem  et  confidentiam  eam  quas  illos  qui  pauca 
norunt  sequi  solet  (ut  animalia  in  tenebris  educata)  acquisi- 
yissent ;  ex  materiae  quantitate  non  magna^  ingenii  vero  agiti^ 
tione  infinita^  telas  eas  doctrinaB  oonfecerunt^  quaB  (ut  illas  etiam 
aranearum)  tenuitate  fili  et  texturae  subtilitate  simt  admirabiles, 
sed  substantia  et  virtute  fere  inutiles.     Longe  autem  magis 
mirandum  est  Aristotelem,  tantum  virum^  et  tanti  Begis  opi- 

1  durat  in  MS. 
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bus  innixum^  et  in  tanta  rerum  et  historise  varietate  versatum^ 
quique  ipse  tain  accuratam  de  Animalibus  historiam  conscri- 
pserit^  atque  insuper  experimentis  cujusvis  generis  cogitatio- 
nem  impertierit^  (quod  ex  libris  ejus  Problematum  et  Parvis 
Naturalibus  manifestum  est),  quique  etiam^  sensui  justas  partes 
tribuerit ;  tamen  Philosophiam  suam  de  Natura  a  Rebus  omnino 
abstraxisse  ^,  et  experientise  desertorem  maximum  fuisse,  at- 
que ea  tantis  laboribus  peperisse  quse  Dialecticae  potius  (ut- 
cunque  homines  distinguant  et  argutentur  ')  quam  PhysicsB  aut 
Metaphysical  sint  accommodata.  Yerum  ille  ingenio  incitato 
et  imperioso^  atque  per  omnia  ipse  sibi  author  (cum  antiqui- 
tatem  despiceret,  experientiam  autem  in  seryilem  modum  ad 
opinionum  suarum  fidem  traheret  et  quasi  captivam  circum- 
duceret),  meritoque  sane  galeam  Plutonis  (obscuritatem  scili- 
cet quandam  artificiosam)  induens^  cum  tantas  turbas  conci- 
visset ;  denique  Dialecticam  suam,  utpote  artem  ab  eo  (ut  ipse 
licendus  nee  tamen  vere  gloriatur)  oriundam,  interponens,  et 
res  verbis  mancipans,  varietatem  doctrinse  et  scienti»  su»  usu 
ambitioso  et  callido  corrupit  Nos  vero,  licet  propter  faculta- 
tis  nostra  tenuitatem  statuam  PhilosophisB  efformare  aut  eri- 
gere  non  possimus,  saltem  basin  ei  paremus,  atque  ESstoriaB 
Naturalis  usum  et  dignitatem  hominibus  pnecipue  commen* 
demus.  Neque  enim  inyentio  prima  PhilosophiaB  tantum  ab 
ea  pendet,  scd  etiam  omnis  inventorum  amplificatio  et  correctio. 
Ut  enim  aquae  non  altius  ascendunt  quam  ex  quo  descenderunt^ 
ita  doctrina  et  informatio  ab  aliquo  authore  veluti  cisterna 
quadam  derivata  non  facile  supra  ejusdem  authoris  inventa 
scandit  aut  insurgit.  Ipsi  rerum  fontes  petendi  sunt.  Quam- 
obrem  si  qua  nobis  fides  est  aut  judicium  in  his  rebus,  quas 
certe  summa  cum  cura  et  maximis  et  indefessis  animi  laboribus 
tractamus,  id  ante  omnia  consulimus  et  monemus,  ut  Historia 
Naturalis  diligens  et  seria  et  fida  procuretur  et  comparetur. 
Atque  habemus  sane  Historiam  Naturalem,  mole  amplam, 
genere  variam,  diligentia  etiam  curiosam ;  veruntamen  si  quis 
ex  ea  ipsa  fabulas  et  antiquitatis  mentionem  et  philologiam 
et  opiniones  et  similia  excerpat  ac  seponat,  quas  convivalibus 
potius  sermonibus  et  virorum  doctorum  noctibus  quam  institu- 
tioni  Philosophiae  sunt  accommodata,  ad  nil  magni  res  recidet. 
Neque  novum  est  invenire  diligentiam  simul  in  rebus  super- 
vacuis  curiosam  et  in  magis  necessariis  imparem.     Atque  hoc 

>  enim  In  MS.  ^  ahstraxiiset  in  MS.  '  arguentur  in  MS. 
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minime  mirmn  yideri  debet^  Naturalem  Historiam  quaB  in  ma- 
nibus  habetur  ^  non  earn  esse  quam  nos  animo  et  cogitatione 
metimur  et  concipimus^  cum  hoc  plerunque  fiat ,  ut  quod  fine 
id  fere  natura  et  genere  diiferat.  Naturalis  autem  Historian 
inquisitio  ab  aliquibus  suscepta  est  ut  jucunda  et  grata  pere- 
grinatio,  quse  et  cognitione  et  commemoratione  delectet. 
Aliis  doctrinae  varias  et  lectionis  multiplicis  £i.ma  est  quaesita. 
Nobis  autem  longe  aliud  propositum  est.  Eam  enim  Natura- 
lem Historiam  quaerimus  ex  qua  causao  naturales  potissimum 
informari  possint,  et  Fhilosophia  condi,  sensui  fida,  et  operlbus 
testata.  Itaque  magna  cura  et  judicii  severitas  adhibenda  est 
ut  bujusmodi  Historia^  sit  fide  certa^  observatione  definita 
non  yaga,  complexu  rerum  lata  et  copiosa.  Atque  ut  clarius 
et  melius  intelligatur  quid  tandem  desideremus '  et  velimus, 
non  alia  magis  ratione  illud  declarari  posse  judicamus  quam 
si  Partitionem  Naturalis  Historian  subjungamus  fini  ipsi  nostro 
consentaneam. 

Historia  [Naturalis  ^^J  vel  Naturae  liberae  et  tamen  ordina^ 
taB,  [vel  Na]turaB  errantis  sive  expatiantis,  vel  Naturae  [arte] 
snbactae  et  constrictae^  facinora  narrat  Alia  enim  est  Naturae 
dispensatio  et  actio  cum  sponte  fluit ;  alia  cum  materiae  defe- 
ctibus  et  excessibus  et  pravitatibus  et  insolentiis  urgetur ;  alia 
denique  cum  arte  et  ministerio  humano  premitur.  Itaque 
prima  narratio  est  ea  cui  Naturalis  Historiae  Communis  appel* 
latio  tribuitur;  cujusmodi  est  Aristotelis,  Plinii^  Dioscoridis^ 
Gesneri,  Agricolse^  reliquorum.  Secunda^  Historia  Mirabilium 
nuncupatur^  aut  simili  titulo  gaudet ;  quam  etiam  Aristoteles 
ipse  non  contempsit,  alii  autem  ita  tractarunt  ut  eorum  vani- 
talis  et  levitatis  nota  in  rem  ipsam  incurrat.  Tertia  est  Hi- 
storia Mechanica  sive.  Artium ;  cui  nemo  incubuit  Aut  operam 
constontem  et  justam  impendit;  sed  alii  ab'as  artes^  neque 
tamen  multi  multas^  scripto  aliquo  fortasse  [tractarunt]  eoque 
ipso  obscuro  et  ignobili^  et  [quod]  apud  plerosque  lectores  sor- 
desciL  Atque  earum  partium  prima  rursus  in  quatuor  partes 
recte  dividitur;  EListoriam  Coelestium;  Historiam  Meteororum; 
Historiam  Terrae  et  Maris;  et  Historiam  Specierunu  Histo- 
riam Coelestium  simplicem  esse  cupimus ;  suspensa  omnino  vi 
et  potestate  Theoriarum;  quaeque  solummodo  pbaenomena  ipsa 
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siacera^  nempe  astrorum  numerum,  magnitadinem^  situs^  &- 
cies,  motus^  complectatur ;  non  omissa  rerum  yulgatissimamm 
mentione,  eaque  exacta;  addita  etiam  obfleryatione  colonun^ 
scintillationum,  positionum,  et  similium,  licet  ad  cursus  adtro- 
rum  descriptionem  nil  faciant*  Non  enim  calculoa  meditamur, 
sed  Fhilosophiam ;  earn  quas  scilicet  de  euperionun  non  motu 
tantiim^  sed  substantia  quoque  et  potestate,  intellectom  huma- 
num  infonnare  possit.  Historia  vero  Meteororum  (ut  et  ipsa) 
ex  imperfecte  mistis  est.  Postquam  Aristoteles '  prindpia  rei 
dedbset  (licet  diverse  ab  Historia  modo)  nulla  quae  mentione 
,  digna  est  continuatio  sequuta  est,  qu»  tamen  huic  parti  vel 
maxime  a  .  .  .'  res  sit  ex  naturalibus  maxime  instabi[Ii8  et] 
qu»  regionibus  et  temporibus  plurimum  [Yari]etur.  Si  quid 
autem  in  Historia  Civili  et  annalibus  temporum,  de  meteoris, 
aliquibus  cometis,  terrae  motibus,  tempestatibus,  et  hujusmodi, 
sparsim  inseritur,  illud  sspius  ejusmodi  est  ut  potius  calami- 
tatis  et  ominis  rei  quam  naturae  et  modi  meminerit.  Certe 
inter  Meteororum  Historiam  dignissima  commemoratio  fuisset 
de  Cometis,  utilissinia  de  Ventis.  Nee  ea  speiiienda  esset  quae 
est  de  pluviis  prodigiosis  vel  de  rebus  quae  ex  alto  decidunt,  si 
fides  constaret.  At  Historia  Terras  et  Maris  ad  pauca  exten- 
ditur,  licet  ea  quae  ad  sphaeram  et  partium  terras  cum  partibus 
coeli  configurationem  pertinent  recipiantur.  Neque  enim  ter- 
mini Imperiorum,  urbes^  et  similia,  quae  Cosmograpbiam  im- 
plent,  Naturalis  Historian  sunt;  cum  yicissitudines  manifestas 
patiantur  et  bominem  plane  Spirent.  Terras  figura,  maris  in- 
terpositio  et  oceupatio,  minerarum  moles,  solum  ipsum  non 
feracitate  [sed]  substantia  distinctum,  fluvii,  la[cus,  6i]nu8, 
litora,  paludes,  asstus  maris,  gurgites  et  Euripi,  aquae  calidae 
et  varie  .  •  .  infectas '  igne  exundantes,  et  reliqua  id  genus, 
bujusmodi  narrationi  debentur:  res  sane  vulgatas,  sed  conse- 
quentias  earum  non  vulgatas.  Nam  maria  inter  Tropicos,  et 
magna  utrimque  a  Tropicis  distantia,  pervia  non  esse;  duas 
insulas  yeteris  et  novi  orbis  versus  Boream  latas,  versus  Au- 
£strum  angustas]  efformari ;  Africam  et  inferiorem  Americam 
peninsulas  esse ;  Mediterraneum  mare  sinuum,  Caspium  [l]a- 
cuum,  maximum  conspici;  et  similia;  si  per  se  accipias  oc- 
currunt,  sed  tamen  Philosophia  .consuluntur  et  ad  multa  in- 
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formationem  pnebent.  Restat  Historia  Specierum^  quaB  certe 
tarn  diligenter  et  copiose  elaborata  et  exculta  cernitur^  ut  non 
tarn  aucta  ea  quam  repurgata  opus  est.  Namque  ^  multua 
Flinius  in  fabulis^  antiquitate^  et  censura  morum;  Gesnenis 
autem  hsereditatem  historiae  suae  ex  multis  partibos  PhilologiaB 
ex  paucis  PhilosophiaB  .  •  .  Ccrte  si  qua  ex  parte  deficit 
Historia  Naturalis  Specierum^  ea  ipsa  est  quss  [Hominem]  in- 
tuetur  et  refert  Demptis  enim  c[iTilibus^]  parca  est  Hominis 
historia  naturalis  quae  sincera  est.  Reliqua  duo  Historian  Na- 
turalis genera  hominibus  summas  curae  esse  deb^t  Habet 
enim  historia  natunc  sponte  sua  fusad  contemplationem  amoe- 
nam^  sed  inquisitionem  vagam.  Historia  autem  Mirabilium 
homines  ad  operum  magnitudinem  invitat ;  Historia  Artium 
etiam  deducit.  Itaque  quod  ad  prim[um  horum]  attinet^  far 
cessant  fabulae^  imposturae,  levia.  Heteroclita  sive  Devia  na- 
tursB  examinentur  tanquam  falsa^  referantur  et  describantur 
tanquam  vera;  id  est,  non  aucta  re  miraculi  causa,  sed  potius 
intra  modum.  Ante  omnia,  fabulad  et  mendacia  non  tantum 
rejiciantur,  sed  etiam  notentur.  Neque  enim  magis  utilem 
Historiaa  Naturalis  de  Mirabilibus  partem  esse  cenaeo,  quam  si 
ea  quae  [apud  vulgus  opijnionem  quandam  veritatis  obtinent, 
[sed  facto]  experimento  falsitatis  oonyincuntur,  nominatim 
damnentur  et  pro[scribantur.] 

[Here  the  blanks  left  by  the  transcriber  become  so  frequent 
that  it  is  impossible  to  follow  the  sense  further.  Only  it  may 
be  gathered  that,  after  remarking  that  ^^  as  things  now  are,  if 
an  untruth  in  nature  be  once  on  foot,  what  by  reason  of  the 
neglect  of  examination  and  countenance  of  antiquity,  and 
what  by  reason  of  the  use  of  the  opinion  in  similitudes  and 
ornaments  of  speech,  it  is  never  called  down,'^ — (I  quote  a 
passage  from  the  Advancement  of  Learning  with  which  it  is 
evident  that  the  next  sentence  in  this  manuscript  closely 
corresponded,)  —  Bacon  has  recourse  to  the  illustration  so 
happily  developed  in  the  118th  aphorism  of  the  first  book  of 
the  Novum  Orpanum,  comparing  the  mistakes  which  will  occur 
in  such  a  natural  history  as  he  meditates  to  the  misprints 
in  a  book ;  —  if  there  be  but  a  few,  you  can  correct  them 
by  the  sense  of  the  passage ;  if  many,  you  cannot  find  what 
the  sense  is:  so  it  is,  he  says,  with  Natural  History  and 
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Philosophy.  '^Nam  si  paucae  vanitates  admisceantur^  eaB  a 
causis  ipsis  inventis  reprobantur ;  sin  spissae,  ipsam  caiisarum 
inquisitionein  subvertunt.  Itaque  optimo  consilio  rea  geretur, 
si  triplex  fidei  ordo  statuatur.  Unus  eorum  quie  damnantur ; 
alter  eorum  quae  certo  comperiuntur ;  tcrtius  eorum  qu« 
fidei  sunt  [dubiae.]"  He  concludes  his  remarks  on  the  His- 
toria  Mirabilium  by  observing  that  it  is  useAil  in  two  ways 
—  both  excellent :  "  the  one  "  (again  I  quote  the  Advance^ 
ment  of  Learning y  for  the  fragments  of  the  sentence  clearly 
show  that  it  was  to  the  same  effect,) — "  the  one  to  correct 
the  partiality  of  axioms  and  opinions,  which  are  commonly 
framed  only  upon  common  and  familiar  examples ;  the  other 
because  from  the  wonders  of  nature  is  the  nearest  intelligence 
and  passage  towards  the  wonders  of  art ;  for  it  is  no  more  but 
by  following  and  as  it  were  hounding  nature  in  her  wan- 
derings, to  be  able  to  lead  her  afterwards  to  the  same  place 
again." 

He  then  proceeds  to  speak  of  the  Historia  Mechanica, — the 
third  and  last.  And  here,  the  blanks  being  fewer,  the  sense 
may  be  cle^M^ly  traced,  and  the  missing  words  probably  sup- 
plied.] 

Sequitur  et  superest  [Historia]  Naturalis  Mechanica,  sive 
Exper[ientiaB]  qualem  artes  exhibent :  ut  agric[ultura],  Picto- 
ria  ^  Tinctoria,  Fabrilis.  Addo  [eliam  practicas]  omnes,  licet 
in  artem  non  coaluerint,  ut  [ve]nationum,  aucupiorum,  pisca- 
tionum.  N[eque  tamen]  exdudo  mechanicam  partem  libera- 
lium  artium,  quas  vocant;  Musicae,  Perspectivae,  Medicinal. 
Haec  autem  historia  licet  res  minus  solemnis  sit  et  honoris  et 


[And  here  the  manuscript  suddenly  stops  in  the  middle  of 
the  page ;  being  eyidently  a  transcript  from  an  original  of 
which  the  outside  leaves  had  been  torn  away,  and  the  others 
more  or  less  injured, — most  towards  the  end.] 
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THE  SECOND  FBAGMENT. 

De  Scientits  et  mente.     De  pnsQudicio  consensus,  quod 
infirmum  sit^ 

Consensus  in  doctrinis  receptis^  cujus  ea  est  potestas  ut  vim 
quandam  hominum  judiciis  faciat  et  contradictionem  omnem 
infamet,  recte  perpendenti  et  sanam  mentem  adducenti  tantum 
a  vera  et  solida  authoritate  abest  ut  prsesumptionem  yiolentam 
inducat  in  contrarium.  Scientiarum  enim  status  certe  perpetuo 
est  democraticus,  qui  status  tempestas  et  insania  in  civilibus 
appellari  consuevit.  Neque  multo  melius  se  gerit  aut  probat 
in  intellectualibus.  Apud  populum  enim  doctrinse  contentiosse 
et  pugnaces^  aut  rursus  probabiles  et  speciosae,  plurimum 
Tigent;  quales  videlicet  assensum  aut  illaqueant  aut  alliciunt. 
Itaque  pessimus  augur  veritatis,  studium  et  admiratio  populi. 
Si  quis  autem  hsc  ita  fieri  concedat^  et  sit  firmior^  et  turbam 
professoriam  non  admodum  vereatur,  sed  cum  inter  eos  non 
paucos  ingenio  et  judicio  excellere  videat,  horum  suffragiis 
moveatur ;  sciat  se  ratione  fallaci  nitL  Dubium  enim  non  est, 
quin  per  singulas  estates  maxima  ingenia  vim  passa  sint,  dum 
viri  captu  et  intellectu  non  vulgares,  nihilo  secius  existimationi 
suae  caventes,  temporis  et  multitudinis  judicio  se  submiserunt. 
Non  enim  apud  eosdem  est  pretium  scientiarum  et  possessio : 
sed  quse  viri  pnestantes  proponunt  vulgus  ssstimat.  Quod  si  cui 
adhuc  tamen  mirum  videatur  quod  tot  sssculis  nil  melius  his  qui- 
bus  utimur  inveniri  potuerit,  is  non  meminit  hoc  saspius  accidere 
temporibus  retroactis  potuisse,  ut  potiora  istis  caput  extulerint 
et  in  lucem  venerint ;  verum  cum  penes  populum  (ut  dictum 
est)  sit  judicium  et  delectus,  memoriam  eorum  interire  necesse 
est ;   adeo  ut  altiores  contemplationes  oriantur  aliquando,  sed 
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fere  non  ita  multo  poet  opinionuin  yulgarium  ventis  agiten- 
tur  >  et  extinguantur.  Quare  non  dissimulanter  monendum  et 
prasdicendum  est  (ne  quia  fortasse  de  expectatione  sua  decidat) 
veras  de  natura  opiniones  a  vulgaribus  in  immensum  removeri^ 
et  fere  religionis  instar  duras  et  interdum  primo  aepecta  pro- 
digiosas  ad  hominum  sensus  et  captos  accedere ;  ut  in  Demo- 
criti  opinione  de  Atomia  nsu  venit^  qusB  quia  paulo  interioris 
notaB  erat^  lusu  excipiebatur.  Verum  hsec  ad  animos  hominum 
sanandos  qui  consensu  perstringuntur  pertinent. 

COGITATIO   9'. 

Insita  est  in  animis  hominum  a  natura  et  a  d^ciplina  opi- 
nio et  asstimatio  tumida  et  damnosa^  quad  philosophiam  yeram 
et  activam  veluti  exilio  mulctayit^  et  omni  aditu  prohibuit. 
Ea  est;  minui  majestatem  mentis  humanae  si  in  experimen- 
tis  et  rebus  particularibus^  sensui  objectis  et  in  materia  ter- 
minatis,  diu  et  multum  versetur ;  prassertim  cum  hujusmodi 
res  ad  inquirendum  laboriosaB,  ad  meditandum  ignobiles,  ad 
dicendum  asperae,  ad  practicam  illiberales,  numero  infinitae^ 
et  subtilitate  pusiUas,  videri  soleant^;  adeo  ut  scientiarum 
gloriam  et  nomen  poUuere  fere  existimentur.  Quin  eo  usque 
Tanitas  ista^  et  mentis,  si  verum  nomen  quaeratur,  alienatio 
et  excessus,  provecta  est,  ut  Veritas  veluti  animal  humanas  in- 
digena,  sensus  autem  intellectum  excitare  non  informare,  ab 
aliquibus  assereretur.  Neque  errorem  istum  ab  iis  corrigi 
contigit  qui  sensui  debitas,  id  est  primas,  partes  tribuerunt; 
verum  ex  his  quoque  plurimi  exemplo  et  facto  suo,  relicta 
omnino  historia  naturali  et  mundana  perambulatione,  omnia 
in  meditatione  et  ingenii  agitatione  posuerunt ;  et  sub  specioso 
speculationum  et  rationalium  titulo  hominum  mentes  ad  rerum 
evidentiam  nunquam  satis  applicatas  et  addictas,  inter  opacis- 
sima  et  inanissima  mentis  Idola  perpetuo  volutare  docuerunt.' 
Verum  istud  rerum  particularium  repudium  et  divortium  omnia 
in  famUia  humana  turbavit.  Neque  tantum  homines  monendi 
sunt  ut  experientiae  se  restituant  atque  intellectus  commen- 
tis  et  meditationum  simulacris  non  amplius  confidant,  verum 
ut  inter  experimenta  ipsa,  sive  instantias,  nee  res  exiles  tan- 
quam  leves,  nee  res  vulgatas  tanquam  superfluas,  nee  res  me- 
chanicas  tanquam  viles,  nee  res  turpes  tanquam  indignas,  nee 
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res  pneter  natnram  tanquam  odiosas  aut  infaustas^  despiciant 
aut  rejiciant.  Sane  si  capitolium  aliquod  humanaB  superbise 
condendum  et  dedicandam  esset,  non  nisi  auri  fortasse  et 
argenti  et  ebons  ramenta  et  hujusmodi  res  preciosas  ad  fanda- 
menta  ejas  ingerere  per  pontifices  liceret.  Sed  cum  templum 
sanctum  ad  instar  mundi^  mundoque  ipsi  quantum  fieri  potest 
parallelum  et  concentricum^  fundandum  sit,  merito  exemplar 
per  omnia  sequi  oportet.  Nam  quod  essentia  dignum  est  id 
etiam  dignum  est  repraesentatione.  Scientia  autem  vera  nil 
aliud  est  quam  essenlisD  repraesentatio  sive  imago.  Atque 
certe  quemadmodum  e  certis  putridis  materiis  optimi  odores  se 
difiundunt,  iia  et  ab  instantiis  sordidis  (quibus  ut  ait  Plinius 
etiam  honos  praefandus  sit)  quandoque  eximia  lux  et  informatio 
exhibetur.  Eodem  modo  et  res  tenues  locupletes  sa^pe  testes 
sunt.  Bulla  in  aquis  est  res  exiHs  et  quasi  ludicra;  tamen 
hand  aliam  instantiam  reperias  quae  duarum  rerum  paulo 
obscuriorum  commodius  fidem  faciat.  Una  est  de  appetitu 
continuitatis  etiam  in  Liquidis ;  altera  quod  aer  non  magnopere 
feratur  sursum.  Etiam  nobile  illud  inventum  de  acu  nautica, 
quae  stellis  ipsis  est  stella  certior,  in  acubus  ferreis,  non  in 
virgis  aut  vectibus  ferreis,  se  conspiciendum  dedit.  Itaque 
postulanda  est  ab  hominibus  res  difficilis  sane,  et  a  natura 
humana  prorsus  aliena,  sed  imprimis  utilis.  Haec  est  ut 
eandem  diligentiam,  attentionem,  perspicaciam,  in  rebus  vul- 
garibus,  parvis,  et  obviis  contemplandis  et  examinandis  sibi 
imperenty  quam  in  rebus  novis  ejb  magnis  et  miris  curiositas 
humana  adhibere  solet :  ratio  enim  non  aliter  constat.  Neque 
enim  hoc  est  scire  aut  causam  reddere,  si  rara  ad  yulgata  re- 
ferantur  et  accommodentur ;  sed  ut  eorum  quad  raro  et  eorum 
quad  frequenter  accidunt,  causae  constantes  et  communes  inye- 
niantur. 

COGITATIO  lO*. 

Fabula  de  servo  Midas  ad  libellos  famosos  pertinere  videtur. 
Narrant  enim  Midae  cubicularium  cum  animadvertisset  domi- 
num  suum  aures  habere  asininas,  id  nuUi  mortalium  dicere 
ausum  fuisse;  sed  cum  ^tilitatem  naturalem  reprimere  non 
potuisset,  cum  ore  in  terras  rimam  applicato  quod  yiderat  re- 
tulisse ;  unde  arundines  editas  esse,  quad  levi  aura  motas  illud 
murmure  et  susurro  enuntiarent.  Sensus  est :  cum  regiun  et 
procerum  defectus  et  yitia  ministris  interioribus  innotuerint, 
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eo8  vanltate  aulica  et  palatina  secreti  impatientes  esee,  nee  de« 
bito  silentio  ea  cohibere.  Ac  si  forte  verbis  abstineant,  tamen 
aliis  indiciis  ea  prodere,  quae  postea  in  calamos  ingeniorum 
malignorum  incidant;  qui  maxime  sub  inclinatione  temporis  ad 
turbas  et  rerum  tumorem  (tanquam  vento  flante)  invidiosis  et 
amosis  libellis  ea  spargunt  in  yulgus. 


[Here  the  manuscript  stops  before  the  bottom  of  the  page ; 
and  the  other  page  is  left  blank.] 
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•  •  .^  hominam  actiones  ssquad  et  indifferentes^  et  propterea 
vel  optime  [mo]rato  liberse  sunt.  Bebus  autem  agendis  et 
USUI  singula^  et  interdum  quae  minima  videntur^  aut  prosunt 
aut  ofBciunt.  Adeo  ut  verba,  vultus,  oculi,  gestus,  joci,  sermo 
quotidianus,  ad  rem  faciant,  et  nil  fere  imperio  et  decreto  vacet. 
Etiam  virtutis  formse  magis  simplices  et  inter  se  consentien* 
tes  sunt,  Prudentia  autem  Civilis  innumeras  formas,  easque 
maxime  inter  se  contrarias,  quae  rebus,  personis,  temporibus, 
conveniant,  desiderat.  Adeo  ut  minim  minime  sit  si  fabula 
Protei  ad  viros  prudentes  transferatur ;  qui  ab  occasionibus 
constricti  in  omnes  formas  se  vertunt,  donee  liberi  ad  naturas 
suas  redeant,  Atque  sane  admirabilis  est  species  viri  vere 
politici,  in  quo  nil  absoniun,  nil  neglectum,  nil  stupidum,  nil 
impotens,  reperire  liceat;  sed  qui  sibi,  cseteris,  rebus,  tempo- 
ribus,  debita  tribuens,  et  negotiorum  principia,  media,  clausulas, 
periodos,  distinguens,  singula  cum  delectu  faciat.  Perfectissimus 
autem  animi  status,  si  sanitas  affectuum  accedat  et  boni  fines. 
Qui  autem  ex  philosophias  disciplina  civillbus  rebus  abstinent, 
aut  in  iisdem  [se]  versantes  tarn  multa  devitant  ut  actionum 
mngnitudinem  destruant;  ii  omnino  similes  sunt  iis  qui  ut 
valetudinem  conservent  corporibus  suis  vix  utuntur,  et  maxi- 
mam  temporis  partem  eorum  curse  impendunt.  Itaque  ista, 
non  frui  ut  non  cupias,  non  cvpere  ut  non  metuas,  quondam  animi 
angustio)  sunt;  et  major  est  virtus  quad  se  sustinet  quam  quae 
se  cohibet. 

'  Additional  MSB.  425S.  fo.  223.  This  fragment  begins  at  the  top  of  a  page, 
without  anything  to  show  how  much  Is  missing.  It  is  evidently  the  conclusion  of 
a  Cogitatio  dt  Pmdentid  civili ;  and  appears  to  commence  in  the  middle  of  a  discos- 
ikMi  ooncemiDg  the  difficulty  of  ciyil  as  compared  with  moral  wisdom. 

08 
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De  Quanta  MateruB  certo  et  quod  ^  mutatio  fiat  absque  in' 
teritu. 

[See  Cogitationes  de  Rerum  Naturdy  §  ▼.  This  is  not  numbered ; 
and  the  word  Cogitatio  has  been  written  in  the  margin  by  the 
transcriber^  as  if  it  had  not  been  in  the  originaL] 

Cogitatio  7*. 

De  Consensu  Corporum  qua  sensu  pradita  sunt^  et  qucB  sensu 

carent 

[See  Cogitationes  de  Rerum  NaturA,  §  vii.] 

Cogitatio  6*. 
De  Quiete  apparente  et  cansistentia  etfiuore. 

[See  Cogitationes  de  Rerum  Naturd,  §  vi. 

The  concludiDg  sentence  of  this  Cogitatio  is  not  found  in 
Gruter's  copy.  In  this  transcript  it  closes  a  paragraph  and 
comes  to  the  bottom  of  the  leaf;  making  it  doubtful  whether 
the  original  ended  here  or  not.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
numbers  of  the  last  two  Cogitationes  are  out  of  order,  and 
coincide  with  those  in  Gruter.  It  may  be  therefore  that  they 
were  not  in  the  original^  but  inserted  by  way  of  reference.] 

■  qtuB  in  Ma 
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PREFACE 

TO 

VALERIUS     TERMINUS. 

BY  EOBEET  LESLIE  ELLIS. 


The  following  fragments  of  a  great  work  on  the  Interpreta- 
tion of  Nature  were  first  published  in  Stephens's  Letters  and 
Remains  [1734].  They  consist  partly  of  detached  passages^ 
and  partly  of  an  epitome  of  twelve  chapters  of  the  first  book 
of  the  proposed  work.  The  detached  passages  contain  the  firsts 
sixths  and  eighth  chapters^  and  portions  of  the  fourth^  fifths 
seventh^  ninths  tenth,  eleventh,  and  sixteenth.  The  epitome 
contains  an  account  of  the  contents  of  all  the  chapters  from 
the  twelfUi  to  the  twenty-sixth  inclusive,  omitting  the  twen- 
tieth, twenty-third,  and  twenty-fourth.  Thus,  the  sixteenth 
chapter  is  mentioned  both  in  the  epitome  and  among  the  de- 
tached passages,  and  we  are  thus  enabled  to  see  that  the  two 
portions  of  the  following  tract  belong  to  the  same  work,  as  it 
appears  from  both  that  the  sixteenth  chapter  was  to  treat  of 
the  doctrine  of  idola. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  motive  which  determined 
Bacon  to  give  to  the  supposed  author  the  name  of  Valerius 
Terminus,  or  to  his  commentator,  of  whose  annotations  we  have 
no  remains,  that  of  Hermes  Stella.  It  may  be  coi^jectured 
that  by  the  name  Terminus  he  intended  to  intimate  that  the 
new  philosophy  would  put  an  end  to  the  wandering  of  mankind 
in  search  of  truth,  that  it  would  be  the  terminus  ad  quern  in 
which  when  it  was  once  attained  the  mind  would  finally  ac- 
quiesce. 

Again,  the  obscurity  of  the  text  was  to  be  in  some  measure 
removed  by  the  annotations  of  Stella ;  not  however  wholly, 
for  Bacon  in  the  epitome  of  the  eighteenth  chapter  commends 
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the  manner  of  publishing  knowledge  "  whereby  it  shall  not  be 
to  the  capacity  nor  taste  of  all,  but  shall  as  it  were  single 
and  adopt  his  reader."  Stella  was  therefore  to  throw  a  kind  of 
starlight  on  the  subject,  enough  to  prevent  the  student's  losing 
his  way,  but  not  much  more. 

However  this  may  be,  the  tract  is  undoubtedly  obscure, 
partly  from  the  style  in  which  it  is  written,  and  partly  from  its 
being  only  a  fragment  It  is  at  the  same  time  full  of  interest, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  the  earliest  type  of  the  Instauratio.  The  first 
book  of  the  work  ascribed  to  Valerius  Terminus  would  have 
corresponded  to  the  De  Augmentis  and  to  the  first  book  of  the 
Novum  Orffanum,  the  plan  being  that  it  should  contain  what- 
ever was  necessary  to  be  known  before  the  new  method  could 
be  stated.  In  the  second  book,  as  in  the  second  book  of  the 
Novum  Organumy  we  should  have  found  the  method  itself. 

The  Advancement  of  Learning^  which,  was  developed  into  the 
JDe  Augmentis f  corresponds  to  the  first  ten  chapters  of  Valerius 
Terminus,  and  especially  to  the  first  and  tenth.  To  the  re- 
mainder of  the  book  (a  few  chapters  are  clearly  wanted  after 
the  last  mentioned  in  the  epitome)  corresponds  the  first  book 
of  the  Novum  Organum.  The  tenth  chapter,  of  which  we  have 
only  a  small  fragment,  is  entitled  "  The  Inventory,  or  an  Enu- 
meration and  View  of  Inventions  already  discovered  and  in 
use ;  togedier  with  a  note  of  the  wants,  and  the  nature  of  the 
supplies."  It  therefore  corresponds  to  the  second  book  of  the 
Advancement,  and  to  the  last  eight  books  of  the  De  Augmentis, 
but  would  doubtless  have  been  a  mere  summary. '  When 
Bacon  subsequently  determined  to  give  more  development  to 
this  part  of  the  subject,  he  was  naturally  led  to  make  a  break 
after  the  inventory,  and  thus  we  get  the  origin  of  the  separa- 
tion between  the  De  Augmentis  and  the  Novum  Organum. 

The  most  important  portion  of  Valerius  Terminus  is  the 
eleventh  chapter,  which  contains  a  general  statement  of  the 
problem  to  be  solved.  It  corresponds  to  the  opening  axioms 
of  the  second  book  of  the  Novum  Organum,  but  difiers  from 
them  in  containing  very  little  on  the  subject  of  forms.  What 
Bacon  afterwards  called  the  investigation  of  the  form  he  here 
calls  the  freeing  of  a  direction.  The  object  to  be  sought  for 
is,  he  says,  ^^  the  revealing  and  discovering  of  new  inventions 

>  See  my  note  at  the  end  of  tbie  Pre&ce.^  J*.  S* 
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and  operations*" — "  This  to  be  done  without  the  errors  and 
conjectures  of  art,  or  the  length  or  difficulties  of  experience." 
In  order  to  guide  men's  travels,  a  full  direction  must  be  given 
to  them,  and  the  fulness  of  a  direction  consists  in  two  condi- 
tions, certainty  and  liberty.  Certainty  is  when  the  direction  is 
infallible ;  liberty  when  it  comprehends  all  possible  ways  and 
means.  Botii  conditions  are  fulfilled  by  the  knowledge  of  the 
form,  to  which  the  doctrine  of  direction  entirely  corresponds. 
This  correspondency  Bacon  recognises  towards  the  end  of  tiie 
chapter,  but  in  illustrating  the  two  conditions  of  which  we 
have  been  ^peaking  he  does  not  use  the  word  fdrm.  The 
notion  of  the  form  or  formal  cause  comes  into  his  system  only 
on  historical  grounds.  In  truth,  in  Valeritu  Terminus  he  is 
disposed  to  illustrate  the  doctrine  of  direction  not  so  much  by 
that  of  the  formal  cause  as  by  two  rules  which  are  of  great 
importance  in  tiie  logical  system  of  Ramus.  *'  The  two  com- 
mended rules  by  him  set  down,"  that  is  by  Axistotie,  **  whereby 
the  axioms  of  sciences  are  precepted  to  be  made  convertible, 
and  which  the  latter  men  have  not  witiiout  elegancy  sumamed, 
the  one  the  rule  of  truth  because  it  preventeth  deceipt ;  the 
other  the  rule  of  prudence  because  it  freeth  election;  are  the 
same  thing  in  speculation  and  affirmation,  which  we  now  affirm." 
And  then  follows  an  example,  of  which  Bacon  says  that  it 
<^wiU  nmke  my  meaning  attained,  and  yet  percase  make  it 
thought  that  they  attained  it  not."  In  this  example  the  effect 
to  be  produced  is  whiteness,  and  the  first  direction  given  is  to 
intermingle  air  and  water;  of  this  direction  it  is  said  that  it 
is  certain,  but  very  particular  and  restrained,  and  he  then  goes 
on  to  free  it  by  leaving  out  the  unessential  conditions.  Of 
this  however  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  speak  at  length ;  but 
the  ''two  commended  rules"  may  require  some  illustration. 

In  many  passages  of  his  works  Peter  Ramus  condemns 
Aristotie  for  having  violated  three  rules  which  he  had  him- 
self propounded.  To  these  rules  Ramus  gives  somewhat 
fimciful  names.  The  first  is  the  rule  of  truth,  the  second 
the  rule  of  justice,  and  the  third  the  rule  of  wisdom.  These 
three  rules  are  all  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  principles  of  every 
science  (axiomata  artium).  The  first  requires  the  proposition 
to  be  in  all  cases  true,  the  second  requires  its  subject  and 
predicate  to  be  essentially  connected  together,  and  the  jliird 
requires  the  converse  of  the  proposition  to  be  true  as  well  as 
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the  proposition  itself.  The  whole  of  this  theory^  to  which 
Ramus  and  the  RamistsB  seem  to  have  ascribed  much  import- 
ance,  is  founded  on  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  first  book  of 
the  Posterior  Analytics.  Aristotle  in  speaking  of  the  princi- 
ples of  demonstration  explains  the  meaning  of  three  phrases, 
Kara  iravrosy  de  omni;  Koff  avro,  per  se  ;  and  KoOoKovy  universa- 
liter.  When  the  predicate  can  be  affirmed  in  all  cases  and 
at  all  times  of  the  subject  of  a  proposition^  the  predication 
is  said  to  be  de  omni  or  Kara  wavro^.  Again,  whatever  is 
so  connected  with  the  essence  of  a  thing  as  to  be  involved  in 
its  definition  is  said  to  belong  to  it  per  se,  icaff  avrOf  and  the 
same  phrase  is  applicable  when  the  thing  itself  is  involved 
in  the  definition  of  that  which  we  refer  to  it.'  Thus  a  line 
belongs  per  se  to  the  notion  of  a  triangle,  because  the  defini- 
tion of  a  triangle  involves  the  conception  of  a  line,  and  odd 
and  even  belong  per  se  to  the  notion  of  number,  because  the 
definition  of  odd  or  even  introduces  the  notion  of  a  number 
divisible  or  not  divisible  into  equal  parts.'  Lastly,  that  which 
always  belongs  to  any  given  subject,  and  belongs  to  it  inas- 
much as  it  is  that  which  it  is,  is  said  to  belong  to  it  KoOoKovy 
universaliter.  Thus  to  have  angles  equal  to  two  right  angles 
does  not  belong  to  any  figure  taken  at  random,  it  is  not  true 
of  figure  Kara  iravros,  and  though  it  is  true  of  any  isosceles  tri- 
angle yet  it  is  not  true  of  it  in  the  first  instance  *  nor  inas- 
much as  it  is  isosceles.  But  it  is  true  of  a  triangle  in  all  cases 
and  because  it  is  a  triangle,  and  therefore  belongs  to  it  xaOoXov, 
universaliter.  It  is  manifest  that  whenever  this  is  the  case  the 
proposition  is  convertible.  Thus  a  figure  having  angles  equal 
to  two  right  angles  is  a  triangle. 

Aristotle  is  not  laying  down  three  general  rules,  but  he  was 
understood  to  do  so  by  Ramus  —  whose  rules  of  truth,  justice, 
and  wisdom  respectively  correspond  to  the  three  phrases  of 
which  we  have  been  speaking. 

Bacon  adopting  two  of  these  rules,  (he  makes  no  allusion  to 
that  of  justice,)  compares  them  with  the  two  conditions  which 
a  direction  ought  to  fulfil.  If  it  be  certain,  the  effect  will 
follow  from  it  at  all  times  and  in  all  cases.  And  this  corre- 
sponds to  the  rule  of  truth.     If  it  be  free,  then  whenever 

>  Aristotle  mentions  a  third  sense  of  Kvrh  wstrrSst  which  it  Is  not  here  necessary  to 
mention. 
*  iAA'  od  wp&Toy,  &AA&  rh  rpiyvyov  wpirtpw. 
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the  effect  is  present  the  direction  must  hay e  been  complied  with. 
The  presence  of  either  implies  that  of  the  other.  And  this  is 
the  practical  application  of  the  rule  of  wisdom. 

J  have  thought  it  well  to  enter  into  this  explanation,  because 
it  shows  in  the  first  place  that  the  system  of  Peter  Ramus 
had  considerable  influence  on  Bacon's  notions  of  logic,  and  in 
the  second  that  he  had  formed  a  complete  and  definite  con- 
ception of  his  own  method  before  he  had  been  led  to  connect  it 
with  the  doctrine  of  forms. 

At  the  end  of  the  eleyenth  chapter  Bacon  proposes  to  give 
three  cautions  whereby  we  may  ascertun  whether  what  seems 
to  be  a  direction  really  is  one.  The  general  principle  is  that 
the  direction  must  carry  you  a  degree  or  remove  nearer  to 
action,  operation,  or  light ;  else  it  is  but  an  abstract  or  varied 
notion.  The  first  of  tiie  three  particular  cautions  is  ''  that 
the  nature  discovered  be  more  original  than  the  nature  sup- 
posed, and  not  more  secondary  or  of  the  like  degree:"  a 
remark  which  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  illustrations  by 
which  it  is  followed,  serves  to  confirm  what  I  have  elsewhere 
endeavoured  to  show,  that  Bacon's  idea  of  natural  philosophy 
was  the  explanation  of  tiie  secondary  qualities  of  bodies  by 
means  of  the  primary.  The  second  caution  is  so  obscurely 
expressed  that  I  can  only  conjecture  that  it  refers  to  the  neces- 
sity of  studying  abstract  qualities  before  commencing 'the  study 
of  concrete  bodies.  Composition  subaltern  and  composition 
absolute  are  placed  in  antithesis  to  each  otiier.  The  latter 
phrase  apparentiy  describes  the  synthesis  of  abstract  natures 
by  which  an  actual  ultimate  species  is  formed,  and  the  former 
[refers]  to  the  formation  of  a  class  of  objects  which  all  agree 
in  possessing  the  nature  which  is  the  subject  of  inquiry.  The 
fragment  breaks  off  before  the  delivery  of  this  second  cau- 
tion is  completed,  and  we  therefore  know  nothing  of  the  third 
and  last. 
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NOTE. 


The  manuscript  from  which  Robert  Stephens  printed  these  frag- 
ments was  found  among  some  loose  papers  placed  in  his  hands  by 
the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  is  now  in  the  British  Museum;  HarL 
MSS.  6462.  It  is  a  thin  paper  volume  of  the  quarto  size,  written 
in  the  hand  of  one  of  Bacon's  servants,  with  corrections,  erasures, 
and  interlineations  in  his  own. 

The  chapters  of  which  it  consists  are  both  imperfect  in  themselTCs 
(all  but  three), -<-some  breaking  off  abruptly,  others  being  little  more 
.than  tables  of  contents, — and  imperfect  in  their  connexion  with  each 
other ;  so  much  so  as  to  suggest  the  idea  of  a  number  of  separate  papers 
loosely  put  together.  But  it  was  not  so  (and  the  fact  is  important) 
that  the  volume  itself  was  actually  made  up.  However  they  came 
together,  they  are  here  fairly  and  consecutively  copied  out.  Though 
it  be  a  collection  of  fragments  therefore,  it  is  such  a  collection  as 
Bacon  thought  worthy  not  only  of  being  preserved,  but  of  being 
transcribed  into  a  volume ;  and  a  particular  account  of  it  will  not 
be  out  of  place. 

The  contents  of  the  manuscript  before  Bacon  touched  it  may  be 
thus  described. 

1.  A  titlepage^  on  which  is  written  ^Yalbbius  TsBMrnus  of 

the  Interpretation  of  Nature,  with  the  annotations  of 
Hermes  Stella." 

2.  <'  Chapter  L    Of  the  limits  and  end  of  knowledge ;"  with  a 

running  title,  "  Of  the  Interpretation  of  Nature." 

3.  ''The  chapter  immediately  following  the  Inventory;  being 

the  11th  in  order." 

4.  *'  A  part  of  the  9th  chapter,  immediately  precedent  to  the  In- 

ventory, and  inducing  the  same." 

5.  ''  The  LiTentory,  or  an  enumeration  and  view  of  inventions 

already  discovered  and  in  use,  together  with  a  note  of  the 
wants  and  the  nature  of  the  supplies ;  being  the  10th  chap- 
ter, and  this  a*fragment  only  of  the  same." 

6.  Part  of  a  chapter,  not  numbered,  "Of  the  internal  and  pro- 

found errors  and  superstitions  in  the  nature  of  the  mind,  and 
of  the  four  sorts  of  Idols  or  fictions  which  offer  themselves 
to  the  understanding  in  the  inquisition  of  knowledge." 
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7.  ^  Of  tbe  impediments  of  knowledge ;  being  the  third  chapter, 

the  preface  only  of  it." 

8.  ''  Of  the  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  times  and  in 

diversion  of  wits ;  being  the  fourth  chapter." 

9.  '*  Of  the  impediments  of  knowledge  for  want  of  a  true  suc- 

cession of  wits,  and  that  hitherto  the  length  of  one  man's  life 
hath  been  the  greatest  measure  of  knowledge ;  being  the  fifth 
chapter." 

10.  **  That  the  pretended  succession  of  wits  hath  been  eyil  placed, 

forasmuch  as  after  varietj  of  sects  and  opinions  the  most 
popular  and  not  the  truest  prevaileth  and  weareth  out  the 
rest ;  being  the  sixth  chapter." 

11.  ''Of  the  impediments  of  knowledge  in  handling  it  by  parts, 

and  in  slipping  off  particular  sciences  from  the  root  and 
stock  of  universal  knowledge  ;  being  the  seventh  chapter." 

12.  "  That  the  end  and  scope  of  knowledge  hath  been  generally 

mistaken,  and  that  men  were  never  well  advised  what  it  was 
they  sought"  (part  of  a  chapter  not  numbered). 

13.  "An   abridgment    of   divers    chapters    of  the    first  book;" 

namely,  the  12th>  13th,  and  14th,  (over  which  is  a  running 
title  "  Of  active  knowledge  ;")  and  (without  any  running  title) 
the  15th,  16th,  17th,  18th,  19th,  21st,  22nd,  25th,  and  26th. 
These  abridgments  have  no  headings;  and  at  the  end  is 
written,  "  The  end  of  the  Abridgment  of  the  first  book  of  the 
Interpretation  of  Nature." 

Such  was  the  arrangement  of  the  manuscript  as  the  transcriber 
left  it ;  which  I  have  thought  worth  preserving,  because  I  seem  to 
see  traces  in  it  of  two  separate  stages  in  the  developement  of  the 
work ;  the  order  of  the  chapters  as  they  are  transcribed  being  pro- 
bably the  same  in  which  Bacon  wrote  them;  and  the  numbers 
inserted  at  the  end  of  the  headings  indicating  the  order  in  which, 
when  he  placed  them  in  the  transcriber's  hands,  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  arrange  them  ;  and  because  it  proves  at  any  rate  that  at 
that  time  the  design  of  the  whole  book  was  clearly  laid  out  in  his 
mind. 

There  is  nothing,  unfortunately,  to  fix  the  date  of  the  transcript, 
unless  it  be  implied  in  certain  astronomical  or  astrological  symbols 
written  on  the  blank  outside  of  the  volume ;  in  which  the  figures 
1603  occur.  1     This  may  possibly  be  the  transcriber's  note  of  the 

'  Sec  the  second  page  of  the  fecsimile  at  the  beginning  of  this  volume.  The  writing 
in  the  original  is  on  the  outside  of  the  last  leaf,  which  Is  in  foct  the  cover.  The  front 
cover,  if  there  ever  was  one,  is  lost.  The  ink  with  which  the  line  containing  the 
symbols  Is  written  corresponds  with  that  in  the  body  of  the  MS. ;  and  the  line  Itself 
is  placed  symmetrically  in  the  middle  of  the  page,  near  the  top.     The  two  lower 
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time  when  he  finished  his  work ;  for  which  (hut  for  one  circumstance 
which  I  shall  mention  presently)  I  should  think  the  year  1603  as 
likelj  a  date  as  any ;  for  we  know  from  a  letter  of  Bacon's,  dated 
3rd  July  1603,  that  he  had  at  that  time  resolyed  ^'to  meddle  as 
little  as  possible  in  the  Eling's  causes,"  and  to  ^'put  his  ambition 
wholly  upon  his  pen ; "  and  we  know  from  the  Advancement  of 
Learning  that  in  1605  he  was  engaged  upon  a  work  entitled  **  The 
Interpretation  of  Nature :  '*  to  which  I  may  add  that  there  is  in  the 
Lambeth  Library  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Bacon  to  Lord  IQnlosse, 
dated  25th  March,  1603,  and  written  in  the  same  hand  as  this 
manuscript. 

Bacon's  corrections,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  character  of  the 
handwriting,  were  inserted  a  little  later ;  for  it  is  a  fact  that  about 
the  beginning  of  James's  reign  his  writing  underwent  a  remarkable 

lines  are  apparently  by  another  band,  probably  of  later  date,  certainly  in  ink  of  a  dif- 
ferent colour,  and  piJer.  The  word  **  Philosophy"  is  in  Bacon's  own  hand,  written 
lightly  in  the  upper  comer  at  the  left,  and  is  no  doubt  merely  a  docket  inserted 
afterwards  when  he  was  sorting  his  papers.  Wbat  connexion  there  was  between 
the  note  and  the  MS.  it  is  impossible  to  say.  But  it  is  evidently  a  careful  me- 
morandum of  something,  set  down  by  somebody  when  the  MS.  was  at  hand;  and 
so  many  of  the  characters  resemble  those  adopted  to  represent  the  planets  and 
the  signs  of  the  sodiac,  that  one  is  led  to  suspect  in  it  a  note  of  the  positions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies  at  the  time  of  some  remarkable  accident ;  —perhaps  the  plague,  of 
which  30,578  persons  died  in  London,  during  the  year  ending  22nd  December,  1603. 
The  period  of  the  commencement,  the  duration,  or  the  cessation  of  such  an  epidemic 
might  naturally  be  so  noted.  Now  three  of  the  characters  clearly  represent  respec- 
tively Mercury,  Aquarius,  and  Sagittarius.  The  sign  for  Jupiter,  as  we  find  it  in  old 
books,  is  so  like  a  4,  that  the  first  figure  of  4b  may  very  well  have  been  meant  for  it 
The  monogram  at  the  beginning  of  the  line  bears  a  near  resemblance  to  the  sign  of 
Capricorn  in  its  most  characteristic  feature.  And  the  mark  over  the  sign  of  Aquarius 
appears  to  be  an  abbreviation  of  that  which  usually  represents  the  Sun.  (The  blot 
between  1603  and  B  is  nothing ;  being  only  meant  to  represent  a  figure  6  blotted  out 
with  the  finger  before  the  ink  was  dry.)  Suspecting  therefore  that  the  writing  con- 
tained a  note  of  the  positions  of  Mercury  and  Jupiter  in  the  year  1603, 1  sent  a  copy 
to  a  scientific  friend  and  asked  him  if  from  such  data  he  could  determine  the  month 
Indicated.  He  found  upon  a  rough  calculation  (taking  account  of  mean  motions  only) 
that  Jupiter  did  enter  the  sign  of  Sagittarius  about  the  lOth  of  August,  1603,  and 
continued  there  for  about  a  twelvemonth  ;  that  the  Sun  entered  Aquarius  about  the 
12th  or  13th  of  Januarj-,  1603-4  ;  and  that  Mercury  was  about  the  16Lh  or  17th  of  the 
same  month  in  the  26th  or  27th  degree  of  Capricorn  :  —  coincidences  which  would 
have  been  almost  conclusive  as  to  the  date  indicated,  if  Capricorn  had  only  stood  where 
Aquarius  does,  and  vice  versa.  But  their  position  as  they  actually  stood  in  the  MS.  is 
a  formidable,  if  not  fatal,  otuectlon  to  the  interpretation. 

According  to  another  opinion  with  which  I  have  been  favoured,  the  first  monograni 
Is  a  nota  henei  the  next  group  may  mean  Dies  Mercurii  (Wednesday)  26M  January, 
1603 ;  and  the  rest  refers  to  something  not  connected  with  astronomy.  But  to  this 
also  there  is  a  serious  objection.  The  26th  of  January,  1603-4,  was  a  Friday;  and  it 
f^eems  to  roe  very  improbable  that  any  Englishman  would  have  described  the  preceding 
January  as  belonging  to  the  year  1603.  Bacon  himself  invariably  dated  according  to 
the  civil  year,  and  the  occasional  use  of  the  historical  year  in  loose  memoranda  would 
have  involved  all  his  dates  in  contiision.  I  should  think  it  more  probable  that  the 
writer  (who  may  have  been  copying  a  kind  of  notation  with  which  he  was  not  fami- 
liar) miscopled  the  sign  of  Venus  into  that  of  Mercury;  in  which  case  it  would 
mean  Friday,  26th  January,  1603-4.  But  even  then  the  explanation  would  be  un- 
satisfactory, as  leaving  so  much  unexplained.  Those  however  who  are  familiar  with 
old  MSS.  relating  to  such  sutijects  may  probably  be  able  to  interpret  the  whole. 
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change,  from  the  hurried  Saxon  hand  full  of  large  sweeping  curves 
and  with  letters  imperfectlj  formed  and  connected,  which  he  wrote  in 
Elizabeth's  time,  to  a  small,  neat^  light,  and  compact  one,  formed  more 
upon  the  Italian  model  which  was  then  coming  into  fashion;  and 
when  these  corrections  were  made  it  is  evident  that  this  new  cha- 
racter had  become  natural  to  him  and  easy.  It  is  of  course  impos- 
sible to  fix  the  precise  date  of  such  a  change, — the  more  so  because 
his  autographs  of  this  period  are  very  scarce,  — but  whenever  it  was 
that  he  corrected  this  manuscript,  it  is  evident  that  he  then  con- 
sidered it  worthy  of  careful  revision.  He  has  not  merely  inserted 
a  sentence  here  and  there,  altered  the  numbers  of  the  chapters,  and 
added  words  to  the  headings  in  order  to  make  the  description  more 
exact ;  but  he  has  taken  the  trouble  to  add  the  running  title  wher- 
ever it  was  wanting,  thus  writing  the  words  ^'  of  the  Interpretation 
of  Nature  "  at  full  length  not  less  than  eighteen  times  over ;  and 
upon  the  blank  space  of  the  titlepage  he  has  written  out  a  complete 
table  of  contents.  ^  In  shorty  if  he  had  been  preparing  the  manu- 
script for  the  press  or  for  a  fresh  transcript^  he  could  not  have  done 
it  more  completely  or  carefully, — only  that  he  has  given  no  direc- 
tions for  altering  the  order  of  the  chapters  so  as  to  make  it  corre- 
spond with  the  numbers.  And  hence  I  infer  that  up  to  the  time 
when  he  ipade  these  corrections,  this  was  the  form  of  the  great  work 
on  which  he  was  engaged :  it  was  a  work  concerning  the  Interpreta- 
tion of  Nature ;  which  was  to  begin  where  the  Novum  Organum 
begins ;  and  of  which  the  first  book  was  to  include  all  the  preliminary 
considerations  preparatory  to  the  exposition  of  the  formula. 

I  place  this  fragment  here  in  deference  to  Mr.  Ellis's  decided 
opinion  that  it  was  written  before  the  Advancement  of  Learning. 
The  positive  ground  indeed  which  he  alleges  in  support  of  that 
conclusion  I  am  obliged  to  set  aside,  as  founded,  I  think,  upon  a 
misapprehension ;  and  the  supposition  that  no  part  of  it  was  writ- 
ten later  involves  a  difficulty  which  I  cannot  yet  get  over  to  my 
own  satisfaction.  But  that  the  body  of  it  was  written  earlier  I  see 
no  reason  to  doubt ;  and  if  so,  this  is  its  proper  place. 

The  particular  point  on  which  I  venture  to  disagree  with  Mr.  Ellis 
I  have  stated  in  a  note  upon  his  preface  to  the  Novum  Organum^ 
promising  at  the  same  time  a  fuller  explanation  of  the  grounds  of 
my  own  conclusion,  which  I  will  now  give. 

The  question  is,  whether  the  "  Inventory  ^  in  the  10th  chapter 
of  Valerius  Terminus  was  to  have  exhibited  a  general  survey  of  the 
state  of  knowledge  corresponding  with  that  which  fills  the  second 
book  of  the  Advancement  of  Learning.    I  think  not 

*  See  the  facslmfle.  I  un  Inclined  to  think  that  there  was  an  intenra]  betw*;ea 
the  writing  of  the  flnt  eleven  titles  and  the  last  two ;  during  which  the  ludian  cha- 
ncter  had  hecome  more  familiar  to  him. 
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It  is  true  indeed  that  Uie  title  of  that  10th  chapter,— namely, 
''The  Inventorj,  or  an  enumeration  and  view  of  inventions 
already  discovered  and  in  use,  with  a  note  of  the  wants  and  the 
nature  of  the  supplies,  — has  at  first  sight  a  considerable  resem- 
blance to  the  description  of  the  contents  of  the  second  book  of  the 
Advancement  of  Learning,  —  namely,  **  A  general  and  faithful  per- 
ambulation of  learning,  with  an  inquiry  what  parts  thereof  lie 
fresh  and  waste,  and  not  improved  and  converted  by  the  indus- 
try of  Man ;  .  .  •  .  wherein  nevertheless  my  purpose  is 
at  this  time  to  note  only  omissions  and  deficiencies,  and  not  to 
make  any  redargutions  of  errors,**  and  so  on.  But  an  ^  enumera- 
tion of  Inventions  "  is  not  the  same  thing  as  *'  a  perambulation  of 
Learning;^  and  it  will  be  found  upon  closer  examination  that 
the  ^  Inventory  '^  spoken  of  in  Valerius  Terminus  does  really  cor- 
respond to  one,  and  one  only,  of  the  fifty-one  Desiderata  set  down 
at  the  end  of  the  De  AttgrnenHs ;  viz.  that /ntwn/arium  opum  hu- 
manarum,  which  was  to  be  an  appendix  to  the  Magia  naturaUs. 
See  De  Aug.  iii.  5.  This  will  appear  clearly  by  comparing  the 
descriptions  of  the  two. 

In  the  Advancement  €f  Learning  Bacon  tells  us  that  there  are 
two  points  of  much  purpose  pertaining  to  the  department  of  Na- 
tural Magic :  the  first  of  which  is,  ''  That  there  be  made  a  calendar 
resembling  an  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  man,  containing  aU  the 
Inventions,  being  the  works  or  fruits  of  nature  or  art,  which  are  now 
extant  and  ofwMeh  man  is  alreadg  possessed;  out  of  which  doth 
naturally  result  a  note  what  things  arcf  yet  held  impossible  or  not 
invented ;  which  calendar  will  be  the  more  artificial  and  serviceable 
if  to  every  reputed  impossibility  you  add  what  thing  is  extant 
which  Cometh  the  nearest  in  degree  to  that  impossibility :  to  the 
end  that  by  these  optatives  and  essentials  man's  inquiry  may  be  the 
more  awake  in  deducing  direction  of  works  from  the  speculation  of 
causes." 

The  Inventory  which  was  to  have  been  inserted  in  the  10th 
chapter  of  Valerius  Terminus  is  thus  introduced : — ''  The  plainest 
method  and  most  directly  pertinent  to  this  intention  will  be  to  make 
distribution  of  sciences,  arts,  inventions,  works,  and  their  portions, 
according  to  the  use  and  tribute  which  they  yield  and  render  to  the 
condition  ofmaiCs  Ufe;  and  under  those  several  uses,  being  as  seve- 
ral ofBices  of  provisions,  to  charge  and  tax  what  may  be  reasonably 
exacted  or  demanded,  ....  and  then  upon  those  charges  and 
taxations  to  distinguish  and  present  as  it  were  in  several  columns 
what  is  extant  and  already  found,  and  what  is  defective  and  fur^ 
ther  to  he  provided.  Of  which  provisions  because  in  many  of  them, 
after  the  manner  of  slothful  and  faulty  accomptants,  it  will  be 
returned  by  way  of  excuse  that  no  such  are  to  be  had,  it  will  be  fit 
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to  give  some  light  of  the  feature  of  the  supplies;  whereby  it  will 
evidentlj  appear  that  thej  are  to  be  compassed  and  procured."  And 
that  the  calendar  was  to  deal,  not  with  knowledge  in  general,  but 
only  with  arts  and  sciences  of  invention  in  its  more  restricted  sense 
— %hepars  operativa  de  natura  {De  Aug.  iii.  5.) — appears  no  less 
dearly  from  the  opening  of  the  11th  chapter,  which  was  designed 
immediately  to  follow  the  ^  Inventory."  "  It  appeareth  then  what 
is  now  in  proposition,  not  by  general  circumlocution  but  by  par- 
ticular note.  No  former  philosophy,"  ftc  8m5.  "  but  the  revealing 
and  discovering  of  new  inventions  and  operations^  ....  the 
nature  and  kinds  of  which  inventions  have  been  described  as  they 
could  be  discovered,"  &e.  If  further  evidence  were  required  of 
the  exact  resemblance  between  the  Inventory  of  Valerius  Terminus 
and  the  Inventarium  of  the  Advancement  and  the  De  Augmentis,  I 
might  quote  the  end  of  the  9th  chapter,  where  the  particular  ex- 
pressions correspond,  if  possible,  more  closely  stilL  But  I  presume 
that  the  passages  which  I  have  given  are  enough ;  and  that  the 
opinion  which  I  have  elsewhere  expressed  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
Advancement  of  Learning^ — namely,  that  the  writing  of  it  was  a 
by-thought  and  no  part  of  the  work  on  the  Interpretation  of  NatAre 
as  originally  designed, — will  not  be  considered  inconsistent  with 
the  evidence  afforded  by  these  fragments. 

That  the  Valerius  Terminus  was  composed  before  the  Advance^' 
ment,  though  a  conclusion  not  deducible  from  the  Inventory,  is 
nevertheless  probable :  but  to  suppose  that  it  was  so  composed  exactly 
in  its  present  form^  involves,  as  I  said,  a  difficulty ;  which  I  will 
now  state.  The  point  is  interesting,  as  bearing  directly  upon  the 
d&velopement  in  Bacon's  mind  of  the  doctrine  of  Idols ;  concerning 
which  see  preface  to  Novum  Organum^  note  C.  But  I  have  to 
deal  with  it  here  merely  as  bearing  upon  the  probable  date  of  this 
fragment. 

In  treating  of  the  department  of  Logic  in  the  Advaneementy 
Bacon  notices  as  altogether  wanting  <^the  particular  clenches  or 
cautions  against  three  false  appearances "  or  fallacies  by  which  the 
mind  of  man  is  beset :  the  *'  caution  "  of  which,  he  says,  "  doth  ex- 
tremely import  the  true  conduct  of  human  judgment."  These  false 
appearances  he  describes,  though  he  does  not  give  their  names; 
and  they  correspond  respectively  to  what  he  afterwards  called  the 
Idols  of  the  Tribe,  the  Cave,  and  the  Forumt  But  he  makes  no  men- 
tion of  the  fourth ;  namely,  the  Idols  of  the  Theatre.  Now  in  Vale^ 
rius  Terminus  we  find  two  separate  passages  in  which  the  Idols  are 
mentioned ;  and  in  both  all  four  are  enumerated,  and  all  by  name ; 
though  what  he  afterwards  called  Idols  of  the  Forum,  he  there  calls 
Idols  of  the  Palace ;  and  it  seems  to  me  very  unlikely  that,  if  when 
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he  wrote  the  Advancement  he  had  already  formed  that  classification 
he  should  have  omitted  all  mention  of  the  Idols  of  the  Theatre ; 
for  though  it  is  true  that  that  was  not  the  place  to  discuss  them^ 
and  therefore  iil  the  corresponding  passage  of  the  De  Augmentis  thej 
are  noticed  as  to  he  passed  by  "  for  the  present,"  yet  they  are  noticed 
by  name,  and  in  all  Bacon's  later  writings  the  confutation  of  them 
holds  a  very  prominent  place. 

To  me  the  most  probable  explanation  of  the  fact  is  this.  I  have 
already  shown  that  between  the  composition  and  the  transcription 
of  these  fragments  the  design  of  the  work  appears  to  have  undergone 
a  considerable  change;  the  order  of  the  chapters  being  entirely 
altered.  We  have  only  to  suppose  therefore  that  they  were  com- 
posed before  the  Advancement  and  transcribed  after,  and  that  n 
preparing  them  for  the  transcriber  Bacon  made  the  same  kind  of 
alterations  in  the  originals  which  he  afterwards  made  upon  the 
transcript,  and  the  difficulty  disappears.  Nothing  would  be  easier 
than  to  correct  ^'  three  ^  into  "  four,**  and  insert  ^^  the  Idols  of  the 
Theatre  "  at  the  end  of  the  sentence. 

And  this  reminds  me  (since  I  shall  have  so  much  to  do  with  these 
qu^tions  of  date)  to  suggest  a  general  caution  with  regard  to  them 
all;  namely,  that  in  the  case  of  fragments  like  these,  the  com- 
parison of  isolated  passages  can  hardly  ever  be  relied  upon  for  evi- 
dence of  the  date  or  order  of  composition,  or  of  the  progressive 
developement  of  the  writer's  views ;  and  for  this  simple  reason, —  we 
can  never  be  sure  that  the  passages  as  they  now  stand  formed  part 
of  the  original  writing.  The  copy  of  the  fragment  which  we  have 
may  be  (as  there  is  reason  to  believe  this  was)  a  transcript  from 
several  loose  papers,  written  at  different  periods  and  containing 
alterations  or  additions  made  from  time  to  time.  We  may  know 
perhaps  that  when  Bacon  published  the  Advancement  of  Learning 
he  was  ignorant  of  some  fact  with  which  he  afterwards  became 
acquainted ;  we  may  find  in  one  of  these  fragments,  —  say  the  Tempo- 
ris  Partus  MaaculuSy —  a  passage  implying  acquaintance  with  that 
fact.  Does  it  follow  that  the  Temporis  Partus  Masculus  was  written 
after  the  Advancement  of  Learning  f  No  ;  for  in  looking  over  the 
manuscript  long  after  it  was  written,  he  may  have  observed  and 
corrected  the  error.  And  we  cannot  conclude  that  he  at  the  same 
time  altered  the  whole  composition  so  as  to  bring  it  into  accordance 
with  the  views  he  then  held ;  for  that  might  be  too  long  a  work. 
He  may  have  inserted  a  particular  correction,  but  meant  to  rewrite 
the  whole ;  and  if  so,  in  spite  of  the  later  date  indicated  by  that 
particular  passage,  the  body  of  the  work  would  still  represent  a 
stage  in  his  opinions  anterior  to  the  Advancement  of  Learning. 

I  have  felt  some  doubt  whether  in  printing  this  fragment,  I 
should  follow  the  example  of  Stephens^  who  gave  it  exactly  as  he  found 
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it;  or  that  of  later  editors,  who  have  altered  the  order  of  the  chapters 
8o  as  to  make  it  agree  with  the  numbers.  The  latter  plan  will 
perhaps,  upon  the  whole,  be  the  more  convenient.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  numbers'  of  the  chapters  indicate  the  order  in 
which  Bacon  meant  them  to  be  read ;  and  if  anj  one  wishes  to  com- 
pare it  with  the  order  in  which  they  seem  to  have  been  written, 
he  has  onlj  to  look  at  Bacon's  table  of  contents,  which  was  made 
with  reference  to  the  transcript,  and  which  I  give  unaltered,  except 
as  to  the  spelling. 

The  notes  to  this  piece  are  mine.  — •^.  S* 
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THE    INTERPRETATION    OF    NATURE: 


WITH  THB 


ANNOTATIONS  OP  HERMES  STELLA.' 


A  few  fragments  of  the  first  book^  viz. 

1.  The  first  chapter  entire.   [Of  the  ends  and  limits  of  know- 

ledge.] 

2.  A  portion  of  the  1 1th  chapter.    [Of  the  scale.] 

3.  A  small  portion  of  the  9th  chapter  [being  an  Inducement 

to  the  Inventory.] 

4.  A  small  portion  of  the  10th  chapter  [being  the  preface 

to  the  Inventory.] 

6.  A  small  portion  of  the  16  th  chapter  [being  a  preface  to  the 
inward  clenches  of  the  mind.] 

6.  A  small  portion  of  the  4th  chapter.     [Of  the  impediments 

of  knowledge  in  general.] 

7.  A  small  portion  of  the  5th  chapter.]    Of  the  diversion  of 

wits.] 

*  Tbli  Is  written  In  tbe  transcriber*8  band :  all  tbat  follows  in  Bacon's.  Tbe  words 
between  brackets  bave  a  line  drawn  tbroogh  tbem.  For  an  exact  Ikcsimile  of  tbe 
wbok,  made  by  Mr.  NetbercUft,  see  tbe  beginning  of  the  volume. 
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8.  The  eth  chapter  entire.   [Of] 

9.  A  portion  of  the  7ih  chapter. 

10.  The  8th  chapter  entire. 

11.  Another  portion  of  the  9tli  chapter. 

12.  The  Abridgment  of  the  12.  13.  14.  15.  16.  17.  18.  19.  21. 

22.  25.  26th  chapters  of  the  first  book. 

13.  The  first  chapter  of  [the]  a  book  of  the  same  argument 

written  in  Latin  and  destined  [for]  to  be  [traditionary] 
separate  and  not  public^ 

None  of  the  Annotations  of  Stella  are  set  down  in 
these  fragments. 

>  This  refers  to  the  flret  chapter  of  the  Ten^tortM  Partmt  Mtueubu  /  which  follows 
in  the  MS.  volame,  but  not  here.  It  is  important  as  bearing  upon  the  date  of  tlutt 
fhigment 
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Cap.  1. 

Of  the  limits  and  end  of  knowledge. 

lis  the  divine  nature  both  religion  and  philosophy  hath  ac- 
knowledged goodness  in  perfection,  science  or  providence  com- 
prehending all  things,  and  absolute  sovereignty  or  kingdom. 
In  aspiring  to  the  throne  of  power  the  angels  transgressed  and 
feU,  in  presuming  to  come  within  the  oracle  of  knowledge  man 
transgressed  and  fell^ ;  but  in  pursuit  towards  the  similitude  of 
God's  goodness  or  love  (which  is  one  thing,  for  love  is  nothing 
else  but  goodness  put  in  motion  or  applied)  neither  man  or 
spirit  ever  hath  transgressed,  or  shall  transgress. 

The  angel  of  light  that  was,  when  he  presumed  before  his 
fall,  said  within  himself,  /  will  CLscend  and  be  like  unto  the 
Highest;  not  God,  but  the  highest  To  be  like  to  God  in 
goodness,  was  no  part  of  his  emulation ;  knowledge,  being  in 
creation  an  angel  of  light,  was  not  the  want  which  did  most 
solicit  him ;  only  because  he  was  a  minister  he  aimed  at  a  su- 
premacy ;  therefore  his  climbing  or  ascension  was  turned  into 
a  throwing  down  or  precipitation. 

A^an  on  the  other  side,  when  he  was  tempted  before  he  fell, 
had  offered  unto  him  this  suggestion,  that  he  should  be  like  unto 
God,  But  how  ?  Not  simply,  but  in  this  part,  knowing  good 
and  eviL  For  being  in  his  creation  invested  with  sovereignty  of 
all  inferior  creatures,  he  was  not  needy  of  power  or  dominion ; 
but  again,  being  a  spirit  newly  inclosed  in  a  body  of  earth,  he 
was  fittest  to  be  allured  with  appetite  of  light  and  liberty  of 
knowledge ;  therefore  this  approaching  and  intruding  into  God's 
secrets  and  mysteries  was  rewarded  with  a  further  removing 
and  estranging  from  God's  presence.     But  as  to  the  goodness 

*  This  clause  is  repeated  In  tiie  mai^glD,  In  the  tunscriber^  hand* 
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of  God,  there  is  no  danger  in  contending  or  advancing  towards 
a  similitude  thereof,  as  that  which  is  .open  and  propounded  to 
our  imitation.  For  that  voice  (whereof  the  heathen  and  all 
other  errors  of  religion  have  ever  confessed  that  it  sounds  not 
like  inan).  Lave  your  enemies ;  be  you  like  unto  your  heavenly 
Father,  that  suffereth  his  rain  to  fall  bath  upon  the  Just  and  the 
utgusty  doth  well  declare,  that  we  can  in  that  point  commit  no 
excess ;  so  again  we  find  it  often  repeated  in  the  old  law.  Be 
you  holy  as  lam  holy;  and  what  is  holiness  else  but  goodness, 
as  we  consider  it  separate  and  guarded  from  all  mixture  and  all 
access  of  evil? 

Wherefore  seeing  that  knowledge  is  of  the  number  of  those 
things  which  are  to  be  accepted  of  with  caution  and  distinction ; 
being  now  to  open  a  fountain,  such  as  it  is  not  easy  to  discern 
where  the  issues  and  streams  thereof  will  take  and  fall;  I 
thought  it  good  and  necessary  in  the  first  place  to  make  a  strong 
and  sound  head  or  bank  to  rule  and  guide  the  course  of  the 
waters ;  by  setting  down  this  i)osition  or  firmament,  namely, 
TTiat  all  knowledge  is  to  be  limited  by  reliyion,  and  to  be  referred 
to  use  and  action. 

For  if  any  man  shall  think  by  view  and  inquiry  into  these 
sensible  and  material  things,  to  attain  to  any  light  for  the  re- 
vealing of  the  nature  or  will  of  Ood,  he  shall  dangerously  abuse 
him3elf.  It  is  true  that  the  contemplation  of  the  creatures  of 
God  hath  for  end  (as  to  the  natures  of  the  creatures  themselves) 
knowledge,  but  as  to  the  nature  of  God,  no  knowledge,  but 
wonder;  which  is  nothing  else  but  contemplation  broken  off, 
or  losing  itself.  Nay  further,  as  it  was  aptly  said  by  one  of 
Plato's  school  the  sense  of  man  resembles  the  sun,  which  openeth 
and  revealeth  the  terrestrial  globe,  but  abscureth  and  concealeth 
the  celestial;  so  doth  the  sense  discover  natural  things,  but 
darken  and  shut  up  divine.  And  this  appeareth  sufficiently  in 
that  there  is  no  proceeding  in  invention  of  knowledge  but  by 
similitude ;  and  God  is  only  self-like,  having  nothing  in  com- 
mon with  any  creature,  otherwise  than  as  in  shadow  and  trope. 
Therefore  attend  his  will  as  himself  openeth  it,  and  give  unto 
faith  that  which  unto  faith  belongeth;  for  more  worthy  it  is  to 
believe  than  to  think  or  know,  considering  that  in  knowledge 
(as  we  now  are  capable  of  it)  the  mind  suffereth  firom  inferior 
natures;  but  in  all  belief  it  suffereth  from  a  spirit  which  it 
holdeth  superior  and  more  authorised  than  itself« 
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To  conclude^  the  prejadice  hath  been  infinite  that  both  divine 
and  human  knowledge  hath  received  by  the  intermingling  and 
tempering  of  the  one  with  the  other ;  as  that  which  hath  filled 
the  one  full  of  heresies^  and  the  other  full  of  speculative  fictions 
and  vanities. 

But  now  there  are  agun  which  in  a  contrary  extremity  to 
those  which  give  to  contemplation  an  over-large  scope,  do  offer 
too  great  a  restraint  to  natural  and  lawful  knowledge,  being  un- 
justly jealous  that  every  reach  and  depth  of  knowledge  where- 
with their  conceits  have  not  been  acquainted,  should  be  too 
high  an  elevation  of  man's  wit,  and  a  searching  and  ravelling 
too  £ur  into  God's  secrets ;  an  opinion  that  ariseth  either  of 
envy  (which  is  proud  weakness  and  to  be  censured  and  not 
confuted),  or  else  of  a  deceitful  simplicity.  For  if  they  mean 
ihat  the  ignorance  of  a  second  cause  doth  make  Inen  more  de- 
voutly to  depend  upon  the  providence  of  God,  as  supposing  the 
effects  to  come  immediately  from  his  hand,  I  demand  of  them, 
as  Job  demanded  of  his  friends,  Witt  you  lie  far  Gad  tu  man  ' 
will  far  man  to  gratify  him  f  But  if  any  man  without  any 
sinister  humour  doth  indeed  make  doubt  that  this  digging 
further  and  further  into  the  mine  of  natural  knowledge  is  a 
thing  without  example  and  uncommended  in  the  Scriptures,  or 
fruilless ;  let  him  remember  and  be  instructed ;  for  behold  it 
was  not  that  pure  light  of  natural  knowledge,  whereby  man  in 
paradise  was  able  to  give  unto  every  living  creature  a  name 
according  to  his  propriety,  which  gave  occasion  to  the  fall ;  but 
it  was  an  aspiring  desire  to  attidn  to  that  part  of  moral  know- 
ledge which  defineth  of  good  and  evil,  whereby  to  dispute 
God's  commandments  and  not  to  depend  upon  the  revelation 
of  his  wiU,  which  was  the  original  temptation.  >  And  the  first 
holy  records,  which  within  those  brief  memorials  of  things 
which  passed  before  the  flood  entered  few  things  as  worthy  to 
be  registered  but  only  lineages  ^  and  propagations,  yet  never- 
theless honour  the  remembrance  of  the  inventor  bolli  of  music 
and  works  in  metal.  Moses  again  (who  was  the  reporter)  is 
said  to  have  been  seen  in  all  the  Egyptian  learning,  which 
nation  was  early  and  leading  in  matter  of  knowledge.  And 
Salomon  the  king,  as  out  of  a  branch  of  his  wisdom  extraor- 
dinarily petitioned  and  granted  from  God,  is  said  to  have 

>  Uma^  in  orlgiiija.    See  Doto  3.  p.  14S. 
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written  a  natural  history  of  all  that  is  green  from  the  cedar  to 
the  moss,  (which  is  but  a  rudiment  between  putrefaction  and  an 
herb,)  and  also  of  all  that  liveth  and  moveth.  And  if  the  book 
of  Job  be  turned  over,  it  will  be  found  to  have  much  aspersion 
of  natural  philosophy.  Nay,  the  same  Salomon  the  king  af<- 
firmeth  directly  that  the  glory  of  God  is  to  conceal  a  thing ^  but  the 
glory  of  the  king  is  to  find  it  out,  as  if  according  to  the  innocent 
play  of  children  the  divine  Majesty  took  delight  to  hide  his 
works,  to  the  end  to  have  them  found  out;  for  in  naming  the 
king  he  intendeth  man,  taking  such  a  condition  of  man  as  haih 
most  excellency  and  greatest  conmiandment  of  wits  and  means, 
alluding  also  to  his  own  person,  being  truly  one  of  those  dearest 
burning  lamps,  whereof  himself  speaketh  in  another  place, 
when  he  saith  JTie  spirit  of  man  is  as  the  lamp  of  God,  toheretoith 
he  searcheih  all  inwardness ;  which  nature  of  the  soul  the  same 
Salomon  holding  precious  and  inestimable,  and  therein  con- 
spiring with  the  affection  of  Socrates  who  scorned  the  pret^ded 
learned  men  of  his  time  for  raising  great  benefit  of  their  learn* 
ing  (whereafl  Anaxagoras  contrariwise  and  divers  others  being 
bom  to  ample  patrimonies  decayed  them  in  contemplation), 
delivereth  it  in  precept  yet  remaining.  Buy  the  truth,  and  sell  it 
not;  and  so  of  wisdom  and  knowledge. 

And  lest  any  man  should  retain  a  scruple  as  if  this  thirst  of 
knowledge  were  rather  an  humour  of  the  mind  than  an  emp- 
tiness or  want  in  nature  and  an  instinct  from  God,  the  same 
author  dcfineth  of  it  fully,  saying,  God  hath  made  every  thing 
in  beauty  according  to  seiuon  ;  also  he  hath  set  the  world  in  matis 
heart,  yet  can  he  not  find  out  the  work  which  God  worketh 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end:  declaring  not  obscurely  that  God 
hath  framed  the  mind  of  man  as  a  glass  capable  of  the  image 
of  the  universal  world,  joying  to  receive  the  signature  thereof 
as  the  eye  is  of  light,  yea  not  only  satisfied  in  beholding  the 
variety  of  things  and  vicissitude  of  times,  but  raised  also  to  find 
out  and  discern  those  ordinances  and  decrees  which  throughout 
all  these  changes  are  infallibly  observed.  And  although  the 
highest  generality  of  motion  or  summary  law  of  nature  God 
should  still  reserve  within  his  own  curtain,  yet  many  and  noble 
are  the  inferior  and  secondary  operations  which  are  within  man's 
sounding.  This  is  a  thing  which  I  cannot  tell  whether  I  may  so 
plainly  speak  as  truly  conceive,  that  as  all  knowledge  appeareth 
to  be  a  plant  of  God's  own  planting,  so  it  may  seem  the  spreading 
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and  flourishing  or  at  least  the  bearing  and  fructifying  of  this 
plants  by  a  providence  of  God,  nay  not  only  by  a  general  pro- 
vidence but  by  a  special  prophecy,  was  appointed  to  this 
autumn  of  the  world:  for  to  my  understanding  it  is  not  violent 
to  the  letter,  and  safe  now  after  the  event,  so  to  interpret  that 
place  in  the  prophecy  of  Daniel  where  speaking  of  the  latter 
times  it  is  said.  Many  shall  pasi  to  andfroy  and  science  s/iall  be 
increased;  as  if  the  opening  of  the  world  by  navigation  and 
commerce  and  the  further  discovery  of  knowledge  should  meet 
in  one  time  or  age. 

But  howsoever  that  be,  there  are  besides  the  authorities 
of  Scriptures  before  recited,  two  reasons  of  exceeding  great 
weight  and  force  why  religion  should  dearly  protect  all  increase 
of  natural  knowledge :  the  one,  because  it  leadeth  to  the  greater 
exaltation  of  the  glory  of  God;  for  as  the  Psalms  and  other 
Scriptures  do  often  invite  us  to  consider  and  to  magnify  the 
great  and  wonderful  works  of  God,  so  if  we  should  rest  only 
in  the  contemplation  of  those  shews  which  first  offer  them- 
selves to  our  senses,  we  should  do  a  like  injury  to  the  majesty 
of  God,  as  if  we  should  judge  of  the  store  of  some  excellent 
jeweller  by  that  only  which  is  set  out  to  the  street  in  his  shop. 
The  other  reason  is,  because  it  is  a  singular  help  and  a  preser- 
vative against  unbelief  and  error;  for,  saith  our  Saviour, 
You  err,  not  knotoing  the  Scriptures  nor  the  power  of  God; 
laying  before  us  two  books  or  volumes  to  study  if  we  will  be 
secured  from  error ;  first  the  Scriptures  revealing  the  will  of 
God,  and  then  the  creatures  expressing  his  power ;  for  that 
latter  book  will  certify  us  that  nothing  which  the  first  teat^heth 
shall  be  thought  impossible.  And  most  sure  it  is,  and  a  true 
conclusion  of  experience,  that  a  little  natural  philosophy  in- 
clineth  the  mind  to  atheism,  but  a  further  proceeding  bringeth 
the  mind  back  to  religion. 

To  conclude  then,  let  no  man  presume  to  check  the  liberality 
of  God's  gifte,  who,  as  was  said,  hath  set  the  world  in  man^s 
heart.  So  as  whatsoever  is  not  God  but  parcel  of  the  world, 
he  hath  fitted  it  to  the  comprehension  of  man's  mind,  if  man 
will  open  and  dilate  the  powers  of  his  understanding  as  he 
may. 

But  yet  evermore  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  least  part 
of  knowledge  passed  to  man  by  this  so  large  a  charter  from 
God  must  be  subject  to  that  use  for  which  God  hath  granted  it ; 
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which  is  ihe  benefit  and  relief  of  the  state  and  society  of  man; 
for  otherwise  all  manner  of  knowledge  becometh  malign  and 
serpentine,  and  therefore  as  carrying  the  quality  of  the  ser- 
pent's sting  and  malice  it  maketh  the  mind  of  man  to  swell ; 
as  the  Scripture  saith  excellently,  knowledge  blaweth  up,  but 
charity  buildeth  up.  And  again  the  same  author  doth  notably 
disavow  both  power  and  knowledge  such  as  is  not  dedicated  to 
goodness  or  love,  for  saith  he,  i)f  I  have  all  faith  so  as  I  could 
remove  mountains^  (there  is  power  active,)  if  1  render  my  body 
to  tlue  fire,  (there  is  power  passive,)  if  I  speak  with  the  tongues 
of  men  and  angels,  (there  is  knowledge,  for  language  is  but  the 
conveyance  of  knowledge,)  ail  were  nothing. 

And  therefore  it  is  not  the  {deasure  of  curiosity,  nor  the 
quiet  of  resolution,  nor  the  raising  of  the  spirit,  nor  victory  of 
wit,  nor  faculty  of  speech,  nor  lucre  of  profession,  nor  ambition 
of  honour  or  fame,  nor  inablement  for  business,  that  are  the 
true  ends  of  knowledge ;  some  of  these  being  more  worthy 
than  other,  though  all  inferior  and  degenerate :  but  it  is  a  re- 
stitution and  reinvesting  (in  great  part)  of  man  to  the  sove- 
reignty and  power  (for  whensoever  he  shall  be  able  to  call  the 
creatures  by  their  true  names  he  shall  again  command  them) 
which  he  had  in  his  first  state  of  creation.  And  to  speak 
plainly  and  clearly,  it  is  a  discovery  of  all  operations  and  pos- 
sibilities of  operations  from  immortality  (if  it  were  possible)  to 
the  meanest  mechanical  practice.  And  therefore  knowledge 
that  tendeth  but  to  satisfaction  is  but  as  a  courtesan,  which  is 
for  pleasure  and  not  for  fruit  or  generation.  And  knowledge 
that  tendeth  to  profit  or  profession  or  glory  is  but  as  the  golden 
ball  thrown  before  Atalanta,  which  while  she  goeth  aside  and 
stoopeth  to  take  up  she  hindereth  the  race.  And  knowledge 
referred  to  some  particular  point  of  use  is  but  as  Harmodius 
which  putteth  down  one  tyrant,  and  not  like  Hercules  who  did 
perambulate  the  world  to  suppress  tyrants  and  giants  and  mon- 
sters in  every  part^  It  is  true,  that  in  two  points  the  curse  is 
peremptory  and  not  to  be  removed ;  the  one  that  vanity  must 
be  the  end  in  all  human  effects,  eternity  being  resumed,  though 
the  revolutions  and  periods  may  be  delayed.  The  other  that 
the  consent  of  the  creature  being  now  turned  into  reluctation, 
this  power  cannot  otherwise  be  exercised  and  administered  but 

>  The  words  **  that  is,  ma«*8  miseries  and  Decenitics,**  which  followed  in  the  tran- 
script, have  a  line  drawn  through  them. 
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^th  labour^  as  well  in  inye&ting  as  in  executing ;  yet  never- 
theless chiefly  that  labour  and  travel  which  is  described  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brows  more  than  of  the  body ;  that  is  such  travel 
as  is  joined  with  the  working  and  discursion  of  the  spirits  in 
the  brain :  for  as  Salomon  sfdth  excellently,  The  fool  putteth  to 
more  strength^  hut  the  wise  man  considereth  which  way,  signifying 
llie  election  of  the  mean  to  be  more  material  than  the  multipli- 
cation of  endeavour.  It  is  true  also  that  there  is  a  limitation 
rather  potential  than  actual,  which  is  when  the  effect  is  possible, 
but  the  time  or  place  yieldeth  not  the  matter  or  basis  where- 
upon man  should  work.  But  notwithstanding  these  precincts 
and  bounds,  let  it  be  believed,  and  appeal  thereof  made  to  Time, 
(with  renunciation  nevertheless  to  all  the  vain  and  abusing 
promises  of  Alchemists  and  Magidans,  and  such  like  light, 
idle,  ignorant,  credulous,  and  fantastical  wits  and  sects,)  that 
the  new-found  world  of  land  was  not  greater  addition  to  the 
ancient  continent  than  there  remaineth  at  this  day  a  world  of 
inventions  and  sciences  unknown,  having  respect  to  those  that 
are  known,  with  this  difference,  that  the  ancient  regions  of 
knowledge  will  seem  as  barbarous  compared  with  the  new,  as 
the  new  regions  of  people  seem  barbarous  compared  to  many 
of  the  old* 

The  dignity  of  this  end  (of  endowment  of  man's  life  with 
new  commodities)  appeareth  by  the  estimation  that  antiquity 
made  of  such  as  guided  thereunto.  For  whereas  founders  of 
states,  lawgivers,  extirpers  of  tyrants,  fathers  of  the  people, 
were  honoured  but  wiA  the  tilies  of  Worthies  or  Demigods, 
inventors  were  ever  consecrated  amongst  the  Gods  themselves. 
And  if  the  ordinary  ambitions  of  men  lead  them  to  seek  the 
amplification  of  their  own  power  in  tiieir  countries,  and  a 
better  ambition  than  that  hath  moved  men  to  seek  the  ampli- 
fication of  the  power  of  their  own  countries  amongst  other 
nations,  better  again  and  more  worthy  must  that  aspiring  be 
which  seeketh  the  amplification  of  the  power  and  kingdom  of 
mankind  over  the  world;  the  rather  because  the  other  two 
prosecutions  are  ever  culpable  of  much  perturbation  and  injus- 
tice; but  tiiis  is  a  work  truly  divine,  whioh  cometh  in  aura 
leni  without  noise  or  observation. 

The  access  also  to  this  work  hath  been  by  that  port  or 
passage,  which  the  divine  Majesty  (who  is  unchangeable  in 
his  ways)  doth  infallibly  continue  and  observe;  that  is  the 
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felicity  wherewith  he  hath  blessed  an  humility  of  mind,  such 
as  rather  laboureth  to  spell  and  so  by  degrees  to  read  in  the 
volumes  of  his  creatures,  than  to  solicit  and  urge  and  as  it 
were  to  invocate  a  man*s  own  spirit  to  divine  and  give  oracles 
unto  him.  For  as  in  the  inquiry  of  divine  truth,  the  pride  of 
man  hath  ever  inclined  to  leave  the  oracles  of  God's  word  and 
to  vanish  in  the  mixture  of  their*  own  inventions ;  so  in  the 
self-same  manner,  in  inquisition  of  nature  they  have  ever  left 
the  oracles  of  God's  works,  and  adored  the  deceiving  and 
deformed  imagery  which  the  unequal  mirrors  of  their  own 
minds  have  represented  unto  them.  Nay  it  is  a  point  fit  and  . 
necessary  in  the  front  and  beginning  of  this  work  without 
hesitation  or  reservation  to  be  professed,  that  it  is  no  less  true 
in  this  human  kingdom  of  knowledge  than  in  God's  kingdom 
of  heaven,  that  no  man  shall  enter  into  it  except  he  became  first 
as  a  little  chtUL} 

Of  the  impediments  of  knotoUdgey  being  the  ^th '  chapter ^  the 
preface  only  of  it 

In  some  things  it  is  more  hard  to  attempt  than  to  achieve, 
which  falleth  out  when  the  difficulty  is  not  so  much  in  the 
matter  or  subject,  as  it  is  in  the  crossness  and  indisposition  of 
the  mind  of  man  to  think  of  any  such  thing,  to  will  or  to 
resolve  it.  And  therefore  Titus  Livius  in  his  declamatory 
digression  wherein  he  doth  depress  and  extenuate  the  honour 
of  Alexander's  conquests  saith.  Nihil  aliud  quam  bene  ausus 
vana  contemnere :  in  which  sort  of  things  it  is  the  manner  of 
men  first  to  wonder  that  any  such  thing  should  be  possible,  and 
after  it  is  found  out  to  wonder  again  how  the  world  should 
miss  it  so  long.  Of  this  nature  I  take  to  be  the  invention  and 
discovery  of  knowledge,  &c. 

TTie  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  times,  and  in  diversion  of 
wits,  being  the  5th  chapter  ',  a  small  fragment  in  the  beginning 
of  that  chapter. 

The  encotmters  of  the  times  have  been  nothing  favourable 
and  prosperous  for  the  invention  of  knowledge ;  so  as  it  is  not 

*  This  chapter  ends  at  the  top  of  a  new  page.     The  rest  is  left  blank. 

*  The  word  "third**  has  a  line  drawn  through  it,  and  4th  is  written  over  it  in 
Bacon*s  hand. 

"  Originally  "being  the   fourth  chapter  the  beginning:"   the  coixection   all  in 
Bacon*t  hand. 
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onlj  the  daintiness  of  the  seed  to  take^  and  the  ill  mixture  and 
unlikuig  of  the  ground  to  nourish  or  raise  this  plants  but  the 
ill  season  also  of  the  weather  by  which  it  hath  been  checked 
and  blasted.  Especially  in  that  the  seasons  have  been  proper 
to  bring  up  and  set  forward  other  more  hasty  and  indifie^ 
rent  plants,  whereby  this  of  knowledge  hath  been  starved  and 
overgrown;  for  in  the  descent  of  times  always  there  hath 
been  somewhat  else  in  reign  and  reputation,  which  hath  ge- 
nerally aliened  and  diverted  wits  and  labours  from  that  em«< 
ployment. 

For  as  for  the  uttermost  antiquity  which  is  like  fame  that 
muffles  her  head  and  tells  tales,  I  cannot  presume  much  of  it ; 
for  I  would  not  willingly  imitate  the  manner  of  those  that  de- 
scribe maps,  which  when  they  come  to  some  far  countries 
whereof  they  have  no  knowledge,  set  down  how  there  be  great 
wastes  and  deserts  there :  so  I  am  not  apt  to  affirm  that  they 
knew  little,  because  what  they  knew  is  little  known  to  us* 
But  if  you  will  judge  of  them  by  the  last  traces  that  remain  to 
us,  you  will  conclude,  though  not  so  scornfully  as  Aristotle 
doth,  that  saith  our  ancestors  were  extreme  gross,  as  those 
that  came  newly  from  being  moulded  out  of  the  clay  or  some 
earthly  substance ;  yet  reasonably  and  probably  thus,  that  it 
was  with  them  in  matter  of  knowledge  but  as  the  dawning  or 
break  of  day.  For  at  that  time  the  world  was  altogether 
home-bred,  every  nation  looked  little  beyond  their. own  con- 
fines or  territories,  and  the  world  had  no  through  lights  then, 
as  it  hath  had  since  by  conmoierce  and  navigation,  whereby 
there  could  neither  be  that  contribution  of  wits  one  to  help 
another,  nor  that  variety  of  particulars  for  the  correcting  of 
customary  conceits. 

And  as  there  could  be  no  great  ooUection  of  wits  of  several 
parts  or  nations,  so  neither  could  there  be  any  succession  of 
wits  of  several  times,  whereby  one  might  refine  the  other,  in 
regard  they  had  not  history  to  any  purpose.  And  the  manner 
of  their  traditions  was  utterly  unfit  and  unproper  for  amplifi- 
cation of  knowledge.  And  again  the  studies  of  those  times, 
you  shall  find,  besides  wars,  incursions,  and  rapines,  which 
were  then  almost  every  where  betwixt  states  adjoining  (the  use 
of  leagues  and  confederacies  being  not  then  known),  were  to 
populate  by  multitude  of  wives  and  generation,  a  thing  at  this 
day  in  the  waster  part  of  the  West-Indies  principally  affected; 
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and  to  build  sometimes  for  habitation  towns  and  cities,  some- 
times for  fame  and  memory  monuments,  pyramidB,  oolosses, 
and  the  like.  And  if  there  happened  to  rise  up  any  more  civil 
wits';  then  would  he  found  and  erect  some  new  laws,  cus* 
toms,  and  usages,  such  as  now  of  late  years,  when  the  world 
was  revolute  almost  to  the  like  rudeness  and  obscurity,  we  see 
both  in  our  own  nation  and  abroad  many  examples  of,  as  well 
in  a  number  of  tenures  reserved  upon  men^i  lands,  as  in  divers 
customs  of  towns  and  manors,  being  the  devices  that  such  wits 
wrought  upon  in  such  times  of  deep  ignorance,  &a  ^ 

7^e  impediments  of  hnewUdge  for  want  of  a  true  succession  of 
wits,  and  that  hitherto  the  length  of  one  man*s  life  hath  been 
the  greatest  measure  of  knowledge,  being  the  6th  chapter,  the 
whole  chapter.' 

In  arts  mechanical  the  first  device  comes  shortest  and  time 
addeth  and  perfectetk  But  in  sciences  of  conceit  the  first 
author  goeth  furthest  and  time  lecseth  and  corrupteth.  Paints 
ing,  artillery,  sailing,  and  the  like,  grossly  managed  at  first,  by 
time  accommodate  and  refined.  The  philosophies  and  sciences 
of  Aristotle,  Plato,  Democritus,  Hippocrates,  of  most  vigour 
at  first,  by  time  degenerated  and  imbased  In  the  former 
many  wits  and  industries  contributed  in  one:  In  the  latter 
many  men's  wits  spent  to  deprave  the  wit  of  one. 

The  error  is  both  in  the  deliverer  and  in  the  receiver.  He 
that  delivereth  knowledge  desireth  to  deliver  it  in  such  form 
as  may  be  soonest  beUeved,  and  not  as  may  be  easiliest  exa- 
mined. He  that  receiveth  knowledge  desireth  rather  present 
satisfaction  than  expectant  seatch,  and  so  rather  not  to  doubt 
fhan  not  to  err.  Glory  maketh  the  author  not  to  lay  open 
his  weakness,  and  sloth  maketh  the  disciple  not  to  know  his 
strengtL 

Then  begin  men  to  aspire  to  the  second  prizes ;  to  be  a  pro- 
found interpreter  and  conunenter,  to  be  a  sharp  champion  and 
defender,  to  be  a  methodical  compouikder  and  abridger.  And 
this  is  the  unfortunate  successinn  ot  wits  which  the  world  haih 
yet  had,  whereby  the  patrimony  of  all  knowledge  goeth  not 

>  tDittt  Id  MS.    Probably  a  mistake  tot  witU, 

*  The  "  &c'*  in  Bacon*»  band. 

*  OrigiDally  •«the  flftb  cbapter:"  *«6tii''  sttbBtitoted,  and  «Um  irbde  cbaptvr" 
added,  in  Bacon'a  band. 
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cm  husbanded  or  improVed^  bat  wasted  and  decayed.  For 
knowledge  is  like  a  water  iliat  will  never  arise  again  higher 
than  the  level  from  which  it  fell;  and  therefore  to  go  beyond 
Aristotle  by  the  light  of  Aristotle  is  to  think  that  a  boiTowed 
light  can  increase  the  original  light  from  whom  it  is  taken. 
So  then  no  true  succession  of  wits  having  been  in  the  world, 
either  we  must  conclude  that  knowledge  i?  hfit  a  task  for  one 
man's  life,  and  then  vain  was  the  complaint  that  life  is  shorty 
ajid  art  is  long :  or  else,  that  the  knowledge  that  now  is,  is  but  a 
shrub,  and  not  that  tree  which  is  never  dangerous,  but  where 
it  is  to  the  purpose  of  knowing  Good  and  Evil ;  which  desire 
ever  riseth  upon  an  appetite  to  elect  and  not  to  obey,  and  so 
oontaineth  in  it  a  manifest  defection. 

That  the  pretended  succession  of  wits  hath  been  evil  placedyfor^ 
asmuch  as  after  variety  of  sects  and  opinions,  the  most  popular 
and  not  the  truest  prevatleth  and  loeareth  out  the  rest;  being  the 
7th  chapter ;  a  fragment.^ 

It  is  senffible  to  think  that  when  men  enter  first  into  search 
and  inquiry,  according  to  the  several  frames  and  compositions 
of  their  understanding  they  light  upon  different  conceits,  and 
BO  all  opinions  and  doubts  are  beaten  over,  and  then  men 
having  made  a  taste  of  all  wax  weary  of  variety,  and  so  reject 
the  worst  and  hold  themselves  to  the  best,  either  some  one  if 
it  be  eminent,  or  some  two  or  three  if  they  be  in  some  equality, 
which  afterwards  are  received  and  carried  on,  and  the  rest 
extinct. 

But  truth  is  contrary,  and  that  time  is  like  a  river  which 
carrieth  down  things  which  are  light  and  blown  up,  and  sinketli 
and  drowneth  that  which  is  sad  and  weighty.  For  howsoever 
governments  have  several  forms,  sometimes  one  governing, 
sometimes  few,  sometimes  the  multitude;  yet  the  state  of 
knowledge  is  ever  a  Demoeratie,  and  that  prevaileth  which  is 
most  agreeable  to  the  senses  and  conceits  of  people.  As  for 
example  there  is  no  great  doubt  but  he  that  did  put  Ike  begin- 
nings of  things  to  be  solid,  void,  and  motion  to  the  centre,  was 
in  better  earnest  than  he  that  put  matter,  form,  and  shift;  or 
he  that  put  the  mind,  motion,  and  matter.    For  no  man  shall 

*  Origlnany  «Cbe  tixth  diapter :"  ''Tth'*  substituted,  and  «Bfh«meat'*  added  In 
Bacon*!  band. 
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enter  into  inquisition  of  nature^  but  shall  pass  by  that  opinion 
\J^  of  Detnooritus,  whereas  he  shall  never  come  near  the  other  two 
opinions,  but  leave  them  aloof  for  the  schools  and  table-talk. 
Yet  those  of  Aristotle  and  Plato,  because  they  be  both  agree- 
able to  popular  sense,  and  the  one  was  uttered  with  subtilty 
and  the  spirit  of  contradiction,  and  the  other  with  a  stile  of 
ornament  and  majesty,  did  hold  out,  and  the  other  gave 
place,  &c.^ 

O/"  the  impediments  of  knowledge  in  handling  it  by  parts,  and  in 
slipping  off  particular  sciences  from  the  root  and  stock  of  uni-- 
versed  knowledge^  being  the  Sth  ^  chapter,  the  whole  chapter. 

Cicero,  the  orator,  willing  to  magnify  his  own  profession, 
and  thereupon  spending  many  words  to  maintain  that  elo- 
quence was  not  a  shop  of  good  words  and  elegancies  but  a 
treasury  and  receipt  of  all  knowledges,  so  far  forth  as  may 
appertain  to  the  handling  and  moving  of  the  minds  and  affec- 
tions of  men  by  speech,  maketh  great  complaint  of  the  school 
of  Socrates;  that  whereas  before  his  time  the  same  professors 
of  wisdom  in  Greece  did  pretend  to  teach  an  universal  Sapience 
and  knowledge  both  of  matter  and  words,  Socrates  divorced 
them  and  withdrew  philosophy  and  left  rhetoric  to  itself,  which 
by  that  destitution  became  but  a  barren  and  unnoble  science^ 
And  in  particular  sciences  we  see  that  if  men  fall  to  subdivide 
their  labours,  as  to  be  an  oculist  in  physic,  or  to  be  perfect  in 
0ome  one  title  of  the  law,  or  the  like,  they  may  prove  ready 
and  subtile,  but  not  deep  or  sufficient,  no  not  in  that  subject 
which  they  do  particularly  attend,  because  of  that  consent 
which  it  hath  with  the  rest.  And  it  is  a  matter  of  conunon 
discourse  of  the  chain  of  sciences  how  they  are  linked  together, 
insomuch  as  the  Grecians,  who  had  terms  at  will,  have  fitted  it 
of  a  name  of  Circle  Learning.  Nevertheless  I  that  hold  it  for 
a  great  impediment  towards  the  advancement  and  further  in- 
vention of  knowledge,  that  particular  arts  and  sciences  have 
been  disincorporated  from  general  knowledge,  do  not  understand 
one  and  the  same  thing  which  Cicero's  discourse  and  the  note  and 
conceit  of  the  Grecians  in  their  word  Circle  Learning  do  intend* 

1  The  '*  <ic"  In  Bacon*f  hand. 

*  Originally  «* seventh;**  "Sth  '*  eubsUtuted,  and  "the  whole  chapter**  added,  in 
Bacon*8  hand. 
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For  I  mean  not  that^use  which  one  science  hath  of  another  for 
ornament  or  help  in  practice^  as  the  orator  hath  of  knowledge 
of  affections  for  moving,  or  as  military  science  maj  have  use  of 
geometry  for  fortifications ;  but  I  mean  it  directly  of  that  use 
by  way  of  supply  of  light  and  information  which  ihe  particu- 
lars and  instances  of  one  science  do  yield  and  present  for  the 
framing  or  correcting  of  the  axioms  of  another  science  in  their 
very  truth  and  notion.  And  therefore  that  example  of  oculists 
and  title  lawyers  doth  come  nearer  my  conceit  than  the  other 
two;  for  sciences  distinguished  have  a  dependence  upon  uni- 
versal knowledge  to  be  augmented  and  rectified  by  the  superior 
light  thereof,  as  well  as  the  parts  and  members  of  a  science 
have  upon  the  Maxims  of  the  same  science,  and  the  mutual 
light  and  consent  which  one  paFt  receiveth  of  another.  And 
therefore  the  opinion  of  Copernicus  in  astronomy,  which  astro- 
nomy itself  cannot  correct  because  it  is  not  repugnant  to  any 
of  the  appearances,  yet  natural  philosophy  doth  correct  On 
the  other  side  if  some  of  the  ancient  philosophers  had  been 
perfect  in  the  observations  of  astronomy,  and  had  called  them 
to  counsel  when  they  made  their  principles  and  first  axioms, 
they  would  never  have  divided  their  philosophy  as  the  Cosmo- 
graphers  do  their  descriptions  by  globes,  making  one  philo- 
sophy for  heaven  and  another  for  under  heaven^  as  in  efiect 
they  do. 

So  if  the  moral  philosophers  that  have  spent  such  an  infinite 
quantity  of  debate  touching  Good  and  the  highest  good,  had  cast 
their  eye  abroad  upon  nature  and  beheld  the  appetite  that  is  in 
all  things  to  receive  and  to  give ;  the  one  motion  affecting  preser- 
vation and  the  other  multiplication ;  which  appetites  are  most 
evidently  seen  in  living  creatures  in  the  pleasure  of  nourish- 
ment and  generation ;  and  in  man  do  make  the  aptest  and  most 
natural  division  of  all  his  desires,  being  either  of  sense  of 
pleasure  or  sense  of  power ;  and  in  the  universal  fn^me  of  the 
world  are  figured,  the  one  in  the  beams  of  heaven  which  issue 
forth,  and  the  other  in  the  lap  of  the  earth  which  takes  in : 
and  again  if  they  had  observed  the  motion  of  congruity  or 
situation  of  the  parts  in  respect  of  the  whole,  evident  in  so 
many  particulars ;  and  lastly  if  they  had  considered  the  mo- 
tion (familiar  in  attraction  of  things)  to  approach  to  that  which 
is  higher  in  the  same  kind ;  when  by  these  observations  so  easy 
and  concurring  in  natural  philosophy,  they  should  have  found 
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out  this  quaternion  of  good>  in  eiyoyiog  or  fruition^  effecting  or 
operation^  consenting  or  proportion,  and  approach  or  assump- 
tion ;  they  would  have  saved  and  abridged  much  of  their  long 
and  wandering  discourses  of  pleasure,  yirtue,  duty,  and  religion. 
So  likewise  in  this  same  logic  and  rhetoric,  or  arts  ^  of  argument 
and  grace  of  speech,  if' the  great  masters  of  them  would  but 
have  gone  a  form  lower,  and  looked  but  into  the  observations 
of  Grammar  concerning  the  kinds  of  words,  their  derivations, 
deflexions,  and  syntax ;  specially  enriching  the  same  with  the 
helps  of  several  languages,  with  their  differing  proprieties  of 
words,  phrases,  and  tropes ;  they  might  have  found  out  more 
and  better  footsteps  of  common  reason,  help  of  disputation,  and 
advantages  of  cavillation,  than  many  of  these  which  they  have 
propounded.  So  again  a  man  should  be  tiiought  to  dally,  if 
he  did  note  how  the  figures  of  rhetoric  and  music  are  many 
of  them  tiie  same.  The  repetitions  and  traductions  in  speedi 
and  the  reports  and  hauntings  of  sounds  in  music  are  the  very 
same  things.  Plutarch  hatii  almost  made  a  book  of  the  La- 
cedasmonian  kind  of  jesting,  which  joined  -ever  pleasure  with 
distaste*  Sir,  (saith  a  man  of  art  to  Philip  king  of  Macedou 
when  he  controlled  him  in  his  faculty,)  God  forbid  your  fortune 
should  be  such  as  to  know  these  things  better  than  L  In  taxing 
his  ignorance  in  his  art  he  represented  to  him  the  perpetual 
greatness  of  his  fortune,  leaving  him  no  vacant  time  for  so 
mean  a  skilL  Now  in  music  it  is  one  of  the  ordinariest  flowers 
to  fall  from  a  discord  or  hard  tune  upon  a  sweet  accord.  The 
figure  that  Cicero  and  the  rest  commend  as  one  of  the  best 
points  of  elegancy,  which  is  the  fine  checking  of  expectation, 
is  no  less  well  known  to  tiie  musicians  when  they  have  a  special 
grace  in  flying  the  close  or  cadence.  And  these  are  ho  allusions 
but  direct  communities,  the  same  delights  of  the  mind  being  to 
be  found  not  only  in  music,  rhetoric,  but  in  moral  philosophy, 
policy,  and  other  knowledges,  and  that  obscure  in  the  one, 
which  is  more  apparent  in  the  other,  yea  and  that  discovered 
in  the  one  which  is  not  found  at  all  in  the  other,  and  so  one 
science  greatiy  aiding  to  the  invention  and  augmentation  of 
another.  And  therefore  without  this  intercourse  the  axioms  of 
sciences  will  fall  out  to  be  neither  full  nor  true ;  but  will  be 
such  opinions  as  Aristotie  in  some  places  doth  wisely  censure, 
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wlien  be  saith  T^se  are  the  opimans  of  persons  that  have  respect 
but  to  a  few  thmgt,  So  iben  we  see  that  this  note  leadeth  ua 
to  an  administration  of  knowledge  in  some  siieh  order  and 
policy  as  the  king  of  Spain  in  regard  of  his  great  dominions 
useth  in  state;  who  though  he  hath  particular  councils  for 
several  countries  and  affairs^  yet  hath  one  council  of  State  or 
last  resort,  that  receiveth  the  advertisements  and  certificates 
from  all  the  rest  Hitherto  of  the  diversion,  succession,  and 
oonferebce  of  wits. 


That  the  end  and  scope  of  hnowledge  hath  been  generatty 
taheny  and  that  men  were  never  well  advised  what  it  was  they 
sought;  being  the  9th  chapter,  whereof  a  fragment  (whi<m 
is  the  end  of  the  same  chapter)  is  before.^ 

It  appeareth  then  how  rarely  the  wits  and  labours  of  men 
have  been  converted  to  the. severe  and  original  inquisition  of 
knowledge ;  and  in  those  who  have  pretended,  what  hurt  hath 
been  done  by  the  affectation  of  professors  and  the  distraction 
of  such  as  were  no* professors*;  and  how  there  was  never  in 
effect  any  conjunction  or  combination  of  wits  in  the  first  and  in- 
ducing search,  but  that  every  man  wrought  apart,  and  would 
either  have  his  own  way  or  else  would  go  no  further  than  his 
guide,  having  in  the  one  case  the  honour  of  a  first,  and  in  the 
other  tiie  ease  of  a  second ;  and  lastly  how  in  the  descent  and 
continuance  of  wits  and  labours  the  succession  hath  been  in 
the  most  popular  and  weak  opinions,  like  unto  the  weakest 
natures  which  many  times  have  most  children,  and  in  them 
also  the  condition  of  succession  hath  been  rather  to  defend  and 
to  adorn  than  to  add ;  and  if  to  add,  yet  that  addition  to  be 
rather  a  refining  of  a  part  than  an  increase  of  the  whole.  But 
the  impediments  of  time  and  accidents,  though  they  have 
wrought  a  general  indispositicHi,  yet  are  they  not  so  peremp- 
tory  and  binding  as  the  internal  impediments  and  douds  in  the 
mind  and  spirit  of  man,  whereof  it  now  foUoweth  to  speak. 

The  Scripture  speaking  of  the  worst  sort  of  error  saith, 
JErrare  fecit  eo$  in  invio  et  non  in  via.     For  a  man  may  wander 

>  See  p.  281.  note  1. ;  and  eompare  Table  of  Contents  (p.  81S.)  No.  8. 

The  number  of  this  chapter  was  not  stated  in  the  transcript  as  it  originally  stood  i 
the  words  in  Boman  characters  are  all  added  in  Bacon's  hand,  at  the  end  of  the  title : 
nothing  is  strucic  out. 

'  This  clause  is  repeated  in  the  margin  and  marked  for  insertion  in  Its  proper  plac«> 
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in  the  way,  by  rounding  up  and  down.  But  if  men  have 
failed  in  their  very  direction  and  address  that  error  will  never 
by  good  fortune  correct  itself.  Now  it  hath  &red  with  men  in 
their  contemplations  as  Seneca  saith  it  £Eireth  with  them  in 
their  actions^  DepartibHS  vUcb  qutsque  deliberate  de  summa  nemo. 
A  course  very  ordinary  with  men  who  receive  for  the  most 
part  their  final  ends  from  the  inclination  of  their  nature^  or 
from  common  example  and  opinion,  never  questioning  or  exa- 
mining them,  nor  reducing  them  to  any  clear  certainty ;  and  use 
only  to  call  themselves  to  account  and  deliberation  touching  the 
means  and  second  ends,  and  thereby  set  themselves  in  the  right 
way  to  the  wrong  place.  So  likewise  upon  the  natural  curiosity 
and  desire  to  know,  they  have  put  themselves  in  way  without 
foresight  or  consideration  of  their  journey's  end. 

For  I  find  that  even  those  that  have  sought  knowledge  for 
itself,  and  not  for  benefit  or  ostentation  or  any  practical 
enablement  in  the  course  of  their  life,  have  nevertheless  pro- 
pounded to  themselves  a  wrong  mark,  namely  satisfaction 
(which  men  call  truth)  and  not  operation.  For  as  in  the 
courts  and  services  of  princes  and  states  it  is  a  much  easier 
matter  to  give  satisfaction  than  to  do  the  business ;  so  in  the 
inquiring  of  causes  and  reasons  it  is  much  easier  to  find  out 
such  causes  as  will  satisfy  the  mind  of  man  and  quiet  objec- 
tions, than  such  causes  as  will  direct  him  and  give  him  light  to 
new  experiences  and  inventions.  And  this  did  Celsus  note 
wisely  and  truly,  how  that  the  causes  which  are  in  use  and 
whereof  the  knowledges  now  received  do  consist,  were  in  time 
minors  and  subsequents  to  the  knowledge  of  the  particulars 
out  of  which  they  were  induced  and  collected ;  and  that  it 
was  not  the  light  of  those  causes  which  discovered  particulars, 
but  only  the  particulars  being  first  found,  men  did  fall  on  glossing 
and  discoursing  of  the  causes;  which  is  the  reason  why  the 
learning  that  now  is  hath  the  curse  of  barrenness,  and  is  cour- 
tesan-like, for  pleasure,  and  not  for  fruit.'  Nay  to  compare  it 
rightly,  the  strange  fiction  of  the  poets  of  the  transformation 
of  Scylla  seemeth  to  be  a  lively  emblem  of  this  philosophy  audi 
knowledge ;  a  fair  woman  upwards  in  the  parts  of  show,  but 
when  you  come  to  the  parts  of  use  and  generation.  Barking 

'  Here  in  the  transcript  the  chapter  ended.     The  next  lentence  Is  written  in  the 
margin  in  Bacon^s  own  hand. 
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Monsters ;  for  no  better  are  the  endless  distorted  questions, 
which  ever  have  been^  and  of  necessity  must  be^  the  end  and 
womb  of  such  knowledge. 

But  yet  nevertheless^  here  J  maybe  mistaken^  by  reason  of 
some  which  have  much  in  their  pen  the  referring  sciences 
to  action  and  the  use  of  man^  which  mean  quite  another  matter 
than  I  do.  For  they  mean  a  contriving  of  directions  and  pre- 
cepts for  readiness  of  practice,  which  I  discommend  not,  so  it  be 
not  occasion  that  some  quantity  of  the  science  be  lost ;  for  else 
it  will  be  such  a  piece  of  husbandry  as  to  put  away  a  manor 
lying  somewhat  scattered,  to  buy  in  a  close  that  lieth  hand- 
somely about  a  dwelling.  But  my  intention  contrariwise  is  to 
increase  and  multiply  the  revenues  and  possessions  of  man, 
and  not  to  trim  up  only  or  order  with  conveniency  the  grounds 
whereof  he  is  already  stated.  Wherefore  the  better  to  make 
myself  understood  that  I  mean  nothing  less  than  words,  and 
directly  to  demonstrate  the  point  which  we  are  now  upon,  that 
is,  what  is  the  true  end,  scope,  or  office  of  knowledge,  which 
I  have  set  down  to  consist  not  in  any  plausible,  delectable, 
reverend,  or  admired  discourse,  or  any  satisfactory  arguments, 
but  in  effecting  and  working,  and  in  discovery  of  particulars 
not  revealed  before  for  the  better  endowment  and  help  of  man's 
life ;  I  have  thought  good  to  make  as  it  were  a  Kalendar  or 
Inventory  of  the  wealth,  furniture,  or  means  of  man  according 
to  his  present  estate,  as  far  as  it  is  known ;  which  I  do  not  to 
shew  any  universality  of  sense  or  knowledge,  and  much  less  to 
make  a  satire  of  reprehension  in  respect  of  wants  and  errors, 
but  partly  because  cogitations  new  had  need  of  some  grossness 
and  inculcation  to  make  them  perceived ;  and  chiefly  to  the  end 
that  for  the  time  to  come  (upon  the  account  and  state  now  made 
and  cast  up)  it  may  appear  what  increase  this  new  manner  of  use 
and  administration  of  the  stock  (if  it  be  once  planted)  shall  bring 
with  it  hereafter;  and  for  the  time  present  (in  case  I  should 
be  prevented  by  death  to  propound  and  reveal  this  new  light* 
as  I  purpose)  yet  I  may  at  the  least  give  some  awaking  note 
both  of  the  wants  in  man's  present  condition  and  the  nature  of 
the  supplies  to  be  wished ;  though  for  mine  own  part  neither 

>  This  paniffrapb,  which  stands  as  the  third  fragment  In  the  order  of  the  transcript, 
is  headed  in  the  transcriber's  hand,  **Apart  of  the  9th  chapter  immediaiely  precedent  to 
the  Inventory  and  inducing  the  tame,** 

*  direction  had  been  written  first. 
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do  I  much  build  upon  my  present  anticipations,  neither  do  I 
think  ourseWes  yet  learned  or  wise  enough  to  wish  reasonably : 
for  as  it  asks  some  knowledge  to  demand  a  question  not  imper- 
tinent, so  it  asketh  some  sense  to  make  a  wish  not  absurd*^ 

7%e  Inventory,  or  an  enumeration  and  view  of  inventions  already 
discovered  and  in  use,  together  with  a  note  of  the  wants  and 
the  nature  of  the  supplies,  being  the  lOth  chapter ;  and  this 
a  small  fragment  thereof,  being  the  preface  to  the  Inven- 
tory.* 

The  plfdnest  method  and  most  directly  pertinent  to  this 
intention,  will  be  to  make  distribution  of  sciences,  arts,  inven- 
tions, works,  and  their  portions,  according  to  the  use  and 
tribute  which  they  yield  and  render  to  the' conditions  of  man's 
life,  and  under  those  several  uses,  being  as  several  offices  of 
provisions,  to  charge  and  tax  what  may  be  reasonably  exacted 
or  demanded ;  not  guiding  ourselves  neither  by  the  poverty  of 
experiences  and  probations,  nor  according  to  the  vanity  of  cre- 
dulous imaginations ;  and  then  upon  those  charges  and  taxations 
to  distinguish  and  present,  as  it  were  in  several  columns,  what  is 
extant  and  already  found,  and  what  is  defective  and  further  to 
be  provided.  Of  which  provisions,  because  in  many  of  them 
after  the  manner  of  slothful  and  faulty  officers  and  accomptants 
it  will  be  returned  (by  way  of  excuse)  that  no  such  are  to  be 
had,  it  will  be  fit  to  give  some  light  of  the  nature  of  the  sup- 
plies, whereby  it  will  evidently  appear  that  they  are  to  be  com- 
passed and  procured.*  And  yet  nevertheless  on  the  other  side 
again  it  will  be  as  fit  to  check  and  control  the  vain  and  void 
assignations  and  gifts  whereby  certain  ignorant,  extittvagant, 
and  abusing  wits  have  pretended  to  indue  the  state  of  man 
with  wonders,  differing  as  much  from  truth  in  nature  as  Csesar's 
Commentaries  differeth  from  the  acts  of  King  Arthur  or  Huon 
of  Bourdeaux  in  story.  For  it  is  true  that  Ctesar  did  greater 
things  than  those  idle  wits  had  tiie  audacity  to  feign  their  sup- 
posed worthies  to  have  done ;  but  he  did  them  not  in  that 
monstrous  and  fabulous  manner. 

'  The  chapter  ends  before  the  bottom  of  the  page ;  leaving  about  a  fifth  of  It  blank. 

'  The  words  fragment  only  of  the  Mm«,  with  which  the  original  heading  ended, 
have  a  line  drawn  through  them,  and  the  words  In  Roman  character  are  added  in 
Bacon's  hand. 

'  The  concluding  sentence,  which  ti  crowded  into  the  page  and  overflows  into  the 
margin,  has  evidently  been  Inserted  subsequently  to  the  original  transcript  Alter 
♦'procured"  there  seems  to  be  an  *<  &c" 
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Tlie  clmpter  immeditUely  fottawing  the  Inventory;  being  the  Wth 
in  order;  a  part  thereof.^ 

It  appeareth  then  what  is  now  in  propositioix  not  bj  general 
circumlocution  but  by  particular  note.  No  former  philosophy 
varied  in  terms  or  method ;  no  new  placet  or  speculation  upon 
particulars  already  known ;  no  referring  to  action  by  any  ma- 
nual of  practice;  but  the  revealing  and  discovering  of  new  in- 
ventions and  operations.  This  to  be  done  without  the  errors 
and  conjectures  of  art,  or  the  length  or  difficulties  of  experience ; 
the  nature  and  kinds  of  which  inventions  have  been  described 
as  they  could  be  discovered ;  for  your  eye  cannot  pass  one 
kenning  without  further  sailing ;  only  we  have  stood  upon  the 
best  advant^es  of  the  notions  received,  as  upon  a  mount,  to 
shew  the  knowledges  adjacent  and  confining.  If  therefore  the 
true  end  of  knowledge  not  propounded  hath  bred  large  error, 
the  best  and  perfectest  condition  of  the  same  end  not  perceived 
will  cause  some  declination.  For  when  the  butt  is  set  up  men 
need  not  rove,  but  except  the  white  be  placed  men  cannot  leveL 
This  perfection  we  mean  not  in  the  worth  of  the  effect,  but  in 
the  nature  of  the  direction ;  for  our  purpose  is  not  to  stir  up 
men's  hopes,  but  to  guide  their  travels.  The  fuhiess  of  direc- 
tion to  work  and  produce  any  effect  consisteth  in  two  condi- 
tions, certainty  and  liberty.  Certainty  is  when  the  direction 
is  not  only  true  for  the  most  part,  but  infallible.  Liberty  is 
when  the  direction  is  not  restrained  to  some  definite  means,  but 
comprehendeth  all  the  means  and  ways  possible ;  for  the  poet 
saith  well  Sapientibus  undiqute  lata  sunt  vice^  and  where  there  is 
the  greatest  plurality  of  change,  there  is  the  greatest  singularity 
of  choice.  Besides  as  aconjectural  direction  maketh  a  casual 
effect,  so  a  particular  and  restrained  direction  is  no  less  casual 
than  an  uncertain.  For  those  particular  means  whereunto  it  is 
tied  may  be  out  of  your  power  or  may  be  accompanied  with  an 
overvalue  of  prejudice ;  and  so  if  for  want  of  certainty  in  direc- 
tion you  are  frustrated  in  success,  for  want  of  variety  in  direc- 
tion you  are  stopped  in  attempt.  If  therefore  your  direction 
be  certidn,  it  must  refer  you  and  point  you  to  somewhat  which, 
if  it  be  present,  the  effect  you  seek  will  of  necessity  follow,  else 
may  you  perform  and  not  obtain.  If  it  be  free,  then  must  it 
refer  you  to  somewhat  which  if  it  be  absent  the  effect  you  seek 

^  The  wonb  In  Eooian  Ictten  ore  inserted  In  Bacon^s  luncl. 
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will  of  necessity  withdraw,  else  may  you  have  power  and  not 
attempt.  This  notion  Aristotle  had  in  light,  though  not  in  use. 
For  the  two  commended  rules  by  him  set  down,  whereby  the 
axioms  of  sciences  are  precepted  to  be  made  convertible,  and 
which  the  latter  men  have  not  without  elegancy  sumamed  the 
one  the  rule  of  truth  because  it  preventeth  deceit,  the  other  the 
rule  of  prudence  because  it  freeth  election,  are  the  same  thing 
in  speculation  and  affirmation  which  we  now  observe.  An 
example  will  make  my  meaning  attained,  and  yet  percase  make 
it  thought  that  they  att^ed  it  not.  Let  the  effect  to  be  pro- 
duced be  JVliiteness ;  let  the  first  direction  be  that  if  air  and 
water  be  intermingled  or  broken  in  small  portions  together, 
whiteness  will  ensue,  as  in  snow,  in  the  breaking  of  the  waves 
of  the  sea  and  rivers,  and  the  like.  This  direction  is  certain^ 
but  very  particular  and  restrained,  being  tied  but  to  air  and 
water.  Let  the  second  direction  be,  that  if  air  be  mingled  as 
before  with  any  transparent  body,  such  nevertheless  as  is  un- 
coloured  and  more  grossly  transparent  than  air  itself,  that  then 
&c.  as  glass  or  crystal,  being  beaten  to  fine  powder,  by  the  in- 
terposition of  the  air  becometh  white;  the  white  of  an  egg 
being  clear  of  itself,  receiving  air  by  agitation  becometh  white, 
receiving  air  by  concoction  becometh  white ;  here  you  are  freed 
from  water,  and  advanced  to  a  clear  body,  and  still  tied  to  air. 
Let  the  third  direction  exclude  or  remove  the  restraint  of  an 
uncoloured  body,  as  in  amber,  sapphires,  &c.  which  beaten  to 
fine  powder  become  white ;  in  wine  and  beer,  which  brought  to 
froth  become  white.  Let  the  fourth  direction  exclude  the  re- 
straint of  a  body  more  grossly  transparent  than  air,  as  in  flame, 
being  a  body  compounded  between  air  and  a  finer  substance 
than  air;  which  flame  if  it  were  not  for  the  smoke,  which 
is  the  third  substance  that  incorporateth  itself  and  dyeth  the 
flame,  would  be  more  perfect  white.  In  all  these  four  direc- 
tions air  still  beareth  a*  part.  Let  the  fifth  direction  then 
be,  that  if  any  bodies,  both  transparent  but  in  an  unequal 
degree,  be  mingled  as  before,  whiteness  will  follow ;  as  oil  and 
water  beaten  to  an  ointment,  though  by  settling  the  air  which 
gathereth  in  the  agitation  be  evaporate,  yet  remaineth  white ; 
and  the  powder  of  glass  or  crystal  put  into  water,  whereby  the 
air  giveth  place,  yet  remaineth  white,  though  not  so  perfect 
Now  are-  you  freed  from  air,  but  still  you  are  tied  to  transparent 
bodies.    To  ascend  further  by  scale  I  do  forbear,  partly  because 


OP  THE  INTERPRETATION  OP  NATURE.  237 

it  would  draw  on  the  example  to  an  over-great  length,  but 
chiefly  because  it  would  open  that  which  in  this  work  I  deter- 
mine to  reserve ;  for  to  pass  through  the  whole  history  and 
observation  of  colours  and. objects  visible  were  too  long  a  di- 
gression ;  and  our  purpose  is  now  to  give  an  example  of  a  free 
direction^  thereby  to  distinguish  and  describe  it;  and  not  to  set 
down  a  form  of  interpretation  how  to  recover  and  attain  it. 
But  as  we  intend  not  now  to  reveal,  so  we  are  circumspect  not 
to  mislead ;  and  therefore  (this  warning  being  given)  returning 
to  our  purpose  in  hand,  we  admit  the  sixth  direction  to  be,  that 
all  bodies  or  parts  of  bodies  which  are  unequal  equally,  that  is 
in  a  simple  proportion,  do  represent  whiteness  * ;  we  will  explain 
this,  though  we  induce  it  not.  It  is  then  to  be  understood, 
that  absolute  equality  produceth  transparence,  inequality  in 
simple  order  or  proportion  produceth  whiteness,  inequality  in 
compound  or  respective  order  or  proportion  produceth  all  other 
colours,  and  absolute  or  orderless  inequality  produceth  black- 
ness ;  which  diversity,  if  so  gross  a  demonstration  be  needful, 
may  be  signified  by  four  tables;  a  blank,  a  chequer,  a  fret,  and 
a  medley ;  whereof  the  firet  is  evident  to  admit  great  variety. 
Out  of  this  assertion  are  satisfied  a  multitude  of  efiects  and 
observations,  as  that  whiteness  and  blackness  are  most  incom« 
patible  with  transparence ;  that  whiteness  keepeth  light,  and 
blackness  stoppeth  light,  but  neither  passeth  it ;  that  whiteness 
or  blackness  are  never  produced  in  runbows,  diamonds,  crystals, 
and  the  like ;  that  white  giveth  no  dye,  and  black  hardly  taketh 
dye ;  that  whiteness  seemeth  to  have  an  affinity  with  dryness, 
and  blackness  with  moisture ;  that  adustion  causeth  blackness, 
and  calcination  whiteness ;  that  flowers  are  generally  of  fresh 
colours,  and  rarely  black,  &c.  All  which  I  do  now  mention 
confusedly  by  way  of  derivation  and  not  by  way  of  induction. 
This  sixth  direction,  which  I  have  thus  explained,  is  of  good 
and  competent  liberty  for  whiteness  fixed  and  inherent,  but 
not  for  whiteness  fantastical  or  appearing,  as  shall  be  afterwards 
touched.  But  first  do  you  need  a  reduction  back  to  certainty 
or  verity ;  for  it  is  not  all  position  or  contexture  of  unequal 
bodies  that  will  produce  colour ;  for  aqua  fartis,  oil  of  vitriol, 

I  Compare  De  Aug.  iil.  4.  Vol.1,  p.  566.  "At  in  MetaphyBlcd,  si  flat  iDquisitlo,  hi^ita- 
modi  quidpiam  reperies  i  Corpora  duo  Diaphana  intermiita,  FbrUonibus  eoram  OpUcif 
simpllci  onUne  tive  cqualiter  collocatiB,  conftituere  AHiediDem."  And  observe  that 
this  sentence  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  corresponding  passage  of  the  Advancement  of 
LttmtiHff,  but  is  interpolated  In  the  translation.  ' 
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&e.  more  manifestly^  and  many  other  substances  more  ob- 
scurely^ do  consist  of  very  unequal  parts,  which  yet  are  trans- 
parent and  clear.  Therefore  the  reduction  must  be,  that  the 
bodies  or  parts  of  bodies  so  intermingled  as  before  be  of  a 
certain  grossness  or  magnitude;  for  the  unequalities  which 
move  the  sight  must  have  a  further  dimension  and  quantity 
than  those  which  operate  many  other  effects.  Some  few  grains 
of  saffron  will  give  a  tincture  to  a  tun  of  water ;  but  so  many 
grains  of  civet  will  give  a  perfume  to  a  whole  chamber  of  air. 
Vtf  And  therefore  when  Democritus  (from  whom  Epicurus  did 
borrow  it)  held  that  the  position  of  the  solid  portions  was  the 
cause  of  colours,  yet  in  the  very  truth  of  his  assertion  he 
should  have  added,  that  the  portions  are  required  to  be  of  some 
magnitude.  And  this  is  one  cause  why  colours  have  little 
inwardness  and  necessitnde  with  the  nature  and  proprieties 
of  thii^,  those  things  resembling  in  colour  which  otherwise 
differ  most,  as  salt  and  sugar,  and  contrariwi^  differing  in 
colour  which  otherwise  resemble  most,  as  the  white  and  blue 
violets,  and  the  several  veins  of  one  agate  or  marble,  by 
reason  that  other  virtues  consist  in  more  subtile  proportions 
than  colours  do ;  and  yet  are  there  virtues  and  natures  which 
require  a  grosser  magnitude  than  colours,  as  well  as  scents 
and  divers  other  require  a  more  subtile ;  for  as  the  portion  of 
a  body  will  give  forth  scent  winch  is  too  small  to  be  seen, 
so  the  portion  of  a  body  will  shew  colours  which  is  too  small 
to  be  endued  with  weight;  and  therefore  one  of  the  pro- 
phets with  great  elegancy  describing  how  all  creatmres  carry 
no  proportion  towards  God  the  creator,  saith.  That  all  tlie 
nations  in  respect  of  him  are  like  the  dust  upon  the  balance, 
which  is  a  thing  appeareth  but  weigheth  not.  But  to  re- 
turn, there  resteth  a  further  freeing  of  this  sixth  direction ; 
for  the  clearness  of  a  river  or  stream  sheweth  white  at  a 
distance,  and  crystalline  glasses  deliver  the  face  or  any  other 
object  falsified  in  whiteness,  and  long  beholding  the  snow 
to  a  weak  eye  giveth  an  impression  of  azure  rather  than  of 
whiteness.  So  as  for  whiteness  in  apparition  only  and  repre- 
sentation by  the  qualifying  of  the  light,  altering  the  intermedium, 
or  affecting  the  eye  itself,  it  reacheth  not  But  you  must  free 
your  direction  to  the  producing  of  such  an  incidence,  impres- 
sion, or  operation,  as  may  cause  a  predse  and  determinate 
passion  of  the  eye ;  a  matter  which  is  much  more  easy  to  induce 
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than  that  which  we  have  passed  through ;  but  yet  because  it 
hath  a  fall  coherence  both  with  that  act  of  radiation  (which 
hath  hitherto  beQ^  conceived  and  termed  so  unproperlj  and  un* 
truly  by  some  an  effluxion  of  spiritual  species  and  by  others  an 
investing  of  the  intermedium  with  a  motion  which  successively 
is  conveyed  to  the  eye)  and  with  the  act  of  sense,  wherein  I 
should  likewise  open  that  which  I  think  good  to  witlidraw,  I 
will  omit  Neither  do  I  contend  but  that  this  motion  which  I 
call  the  freeing  of  a  direction,  in  the  received  philosophies  (as 
far  as  a  swimming  anticipation  could  take  hold)  might  be  per* 
ceived  and  discerned ;  being  not  much  other  matter  than  that 
which  they  did  not  only  aim  at  in  the  two  rules  of  Axioms  be-» 
fore  remembered,  but  more  nearly  also  in  ^  that  which  they 
term  the  form  or  fonnal  cause,  or  that  which  they  call  the 
true  difference ;  both  which  nevertheless  it  seemeth  they  pro* 
pound  rather  as  impossibilities  and  wishes  than  as  things  within 
the  compass  of  human  comprehension.  For  Plato  casteth  his 
burden  and  saith  that  he  mil  revere  him  as  a  God,  that  can  truly 
divide  and  define^ ;  which  cannot  be  but  by  true  forms  and  dif- 
ferences. Wherein  I  join  hands  with  him,  confessing  as  much 
as  yet  assuming  to  myself  little ;  for  if  any  man  can  by  the 
strength  of  his  anticipations  find  out  forms,  I  will  magnify  him 
with  the  foremost.  But  as  any  of  them  would  say  that  if  di- 
vers things  which  many  men  know  by  instruction  and  obser* 
vation  another  knew  by  revelation  and  without  those  means, 
they  would  take  him  for  somewhat  supernatural  and  divine ;  so 
I  do  acknoTv  ledge  that  if  any  man  can  by  anticipations  reach  to 
that  which  a  weak  and  inferior  wit  may  attain  to  by  interpre- 
tation, he  cannot  receive  too  high  a  title.  Nay  I  for  my  part 
do  indeed  admire  to  see  how  for^  some  of  them  have  proceeded 
by  their  anticipations  ;  but  how  ?  it  is  as  I  wonder  at  some  blind 
men,  to  see  what  shift  they  make  without  their  eye-sight; 
thinking  with  myself  that  if  I  were  blind  I  could  hardly  do  it 
Again  Aristotle's  school  confesseth  that  there  is  no  true  know- 
ledge but  by  causes,  no  true  cause  but  the  form,  no  true  form 
known  except  one,  which  they  are  pleased  to  allow ;  and  there- 
fore thus  far  their  evidence  standeth  with  us,  that  both  hitherto 
there  hath  been  nothing  but  a  shadow  of  knowledge,  and  that 
we  propound  now  that  which  is  agreed  to  be  worthiest  to  be 
sought,  and  hardest  to  be  found.     There  wanteth  now  a  part 

^  than  in  us,  •  See  Nov.  Org,  IL  86.  Vol.  I.  p.  277. 
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very  necesaary,  not  by  way  of  supply  but  by  way  of  caution ; 
for  as  it  is  seen  for  the  most  part  tbat  the  outward  tokens  and 
badges  of  excellency  and  perfection  are  more  ipcident  to  things 
merely  counterfeit  than  to  that  which  is  true,  but  for  ^  a  meaner 
and  baser  sort ;  as  a  dubline  is  more  like  a  perfect  ruby  than  a 
spinel,  and  a  counterfeit  angel  is  made  more  like  a  true  angel 
than  if  it  were  an  angel  coined  of  China  gold ;  in  like  manner 
the  direction  carrieth  a  resemblance  of  a  true  direction  in 
yerity  and  liberty  which  indeed  is  no  direction  at  all.  For 
though  your  direction  seem  to  be  certain  and  free  by  pointing 
you  to  a  nature  that  is  unseparable  from  the  nature  you  inquire 
upon,  yet  if  it  do  not  carry  you  on  a  degree  or  remove  nearer 
to  action,  operation,  or  light  to  make  or  produce,  it  is  but 
superficial  and  counterfeit  Wherefore  to  secure  and  warrant 
what  is  a  true  direction,  though  that  general  note  I  have  given 
be  perspicuous  in  itself  (for  a  man  shall  soon  cast  with  himself 
whether  he  be  ever  the  nearer*  to  effect  and  operate  or  no,  or 
whether  he  have  won  but  an  abstract  or  varied 'notion)  yet  foi* 
better  instruction  I  will  deliver  three  particular  notes  of  cau- 
tion* The  first  is  that  the  nature  discovered  be  more  original 
than  the  nature  supposed,  and  not  more  secondary  or  of  the 
like  degree ;  as  to  make  a  stone  bright  or  to  make  it  smooth  it 
is  a  good  direction  to  say,  make  it  even ;  but  to  make  a  stone 
even  it  is  no  good  direction  to  say,  make  it  bright  or  make  it 
smooth;  for  the  rule  is  that  the  disposition  of  any  thing 
referring  to  the  state  of  it  in  itself  or  the  parts,  is  more  original 
than  that  which  is  relative  or  transitive  towards  another  thing. 
So  evenness  is  the  disposition  of  the  stone  in  itself,  but  smooth 
is  to  the  hand  and  bright  to  the  eye,  and  yet  nevertheless  they 
all  cluster  and  concur ;  and  yet  the  direction  is  more  unp^ect, 
if  it  do  appoint  you  to  such  a  relative  as  is  in  the  same  kind 
and  not  in  a  diverse.  For  in  the  direction  to  produce  bright- 
ness by  smoothness,  although  properly  it  win  no  degree,  and 
will  never  teach  you  any  new  particulars  before  unknown ;  yet 
by  way  of  suggestion  or  bringing  to  mind  it  may  draw  your 
consideration  to  some  particulars  known  but  not  remembered ; 
as  you  shall  sooner  remember  some  practical  means  of  making 
smoothness,  than  if  you  had  fixed  your  consideration  only  upon 
brightness ;  but  if  the  direction  had  been  to  make  brightness 

*  So  MS.  qu.  ofl  '  nuLTt  MS. 
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by  making  reflexion^  as  thiis^  make  it  such  as  you  may  see  your 
face  in  it,  this  is  merely  secondary,  and  helpeth  neither  by  way 
of  informing  nor  by  way  of  suggestion.  So  if  in  the  inquiry 
of  whiteness  you  were  directed  to  make  such  a  colour  as  should 
be  seen  furthest  in  a  dark  light;  here  you  are  advanced  nothing 
at  all.  For  these  kinds  of  natures  are  but  proprielies,  effects, 
circumstances,  concurrences,  or  what  else  you  shall  like  to  call 
them,  and  not  radical  and  formative  natures  towards  the  nature 
supposed.  The  second  caution  is  that  the  nature  inquired  be 
collected  by  division  before  composition,  or  to  speak  more  pro- 
perly, by  composition  subaltern  before  you  ascend  to  composi- 
tion absolute,  &c.^ 

Of  the  internal  and  profound  errors  and  superstitions  in  the 
nature  of  the  mind,  and  of  the  four  sorts  of  idols  or  Actions 
which  offer  themselves  to  the  understanding  in  the  inquisition 
of  hnowUdge;  being  the  16th  chapter,  and  this  a  small  frag- 
ment thereof,  being  a  preface  to  die  inward  elenches  of  the 
mind.' 

The  opinion  of  Epicurus  that  the  gods  were  of  human  shape, 
was  rather  justly  derided  than  seriously  confuted  by  the  other 
sects,  demanding  whether  every  kind  of  sensible  creatures  did 
not  think  their  own  figure  fairest,  as  the  horse,  the  bull,  and 
the  like,  which  found  no  beauty  but  in  their  own  forms,  as  in 
appetite  of  lust  appeared.  And  the  heresy  of  the  Anthropo- 
morphites  was  ever  censured  for  a  gross  conceit  bred  in  the 
obscure  cells  of  solitary  monks  that  never  looked  abroad. 
Again  the  fable  so  well  known  of  Quis  pinxit  leonem,  doth  set 
forth  well  that  there  is  an  error  of  pride  and  partiality,  as  well 
as  of  custom  and  familiarity.  The  reflexion  also  from  glasses 
so  usually  resembled  to  the  imagery  of  the  mind,  every  man 
knoweth  to  receive  error  and  variety  both  in  colour,  magni- 
tude, and  shape,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  glass.  But  yet 
no  use  hath  been  made  of  these  and  many  the  like  observa- 
tions, to  move  men  to  search  out  and  upon  search  to  give  true 
cautions  of  the  native  and  inherent  errors  in  the  mind  of  man 
which  have  coloured  and  corrupted  all  his  notions  and  im- 
pressions. 

I  do  find  therefore  in  this  enchanted  glass  four  Idols  or  false 

■  Tbe  wjDrd  **  mibaltern  **  (for  which  a  blank  was  left  by  the  transcriber)  and  the 
"Sec."  have  been  Inserted  by  Bacon.  The  chapter  ends  nearly  at  tbe  bottom  of  the  page. 
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appearances  of  aeverid  and  distinct  sorts^  erery  sort  com- 
prehending many  subdivisions :  the  first  sort^  I  call  idols  of  the 
Nation  or  Tribe ;  the  second^  idols  of  the  Palace  i  tlie  thirds 
idols  of  the  Cave;  and  tbe  fourth^  idols  of  the  Thealrey  &c^ 

HerefoUowetk  cm  abridgment  of  dwers  chapters  of  the  first 
hook  of  Interpretaticm  of  Nature.' 

Cap.  12. 

That  in  deciding  and  determining  of  the  tmtli  of  knowledge, 
men  have  put  themselves  upon  trials  not  competent^  That 
antiquity  and  authority ;  common  and  confessed  notions ;  the 
natural  and  yielding  consent  of  the  mind ;  the  harmony  and 
coherence  of  a  knowledge  in  itself;  the  establishing  of  prin- 
ciples with  ihe  touch  and  reduction  of  other  propositions  unto 
them;  inductions  without  instances  contradictory;  and  the 
report  of  the  senses ;  are  none  of  them  absolute  and  in£dlible 
evidence  of  truth,  and  bring  no  security  sufficient  for  effects 
and  operations.  That  the  discovery  of  new  works  and  active 
directions  not  known  before,  is  the  only  trial  to  be  accepted  of; 
and  yet  not  that  neither,  in  case  where  one  particular  giveth 
light  to  another ;  but  where  particulars  induce  an  axiom  or 
observation,  which  axiom,  found  out  discovereth  and  designeth 
new  particulars.  That  the  nature  of  this  trial  is  not  only  upon 
the  point,  whether  the  knowledge  be  profitable  or  no,  but  even 
upon  the  point  whether  the  knowledge  be  true  or  no ;  not 
because  you  may  always  conclude  that  the  Axiom  which  dis- 
covereth new  instances  is  true,  but  contrariwise  you  may  safely 
conclude  that  if  it  discover  not  any  new  instance  it  is  in  vain 
and  untrue.  That  by  new  instances  are  not  always  to  be 
understood  new  recipes  but  new  assignations,  and  of  the  diver- 
sity between  tiiese  two.  That  the  subtilty  of  words,  argu- 
ments, notions,  yea  of  the  senses  themselves,  is  but  rude  and 
gross  in  comparison  of  the  subtilty  of  things ;  and  of  the  sloth- 
ful and  flattering  opinions  of  those  which  pretend  to  honour 
the  mind  of  man  in  withdrawing  and  abstracting  it  from  par- 
ticulars, and  of  the  inducements  and  motives  whereupon  such 
opinions  have  been  conceived  and  received. 

'  The  *'  fcc"  In  Bacon's  hand.  The  chapter  ends  In  the  middle  of  the  second  page, 
and  the  heading  of  the  next  (which  is  the  4th),  follows  immediately  ;  whence  1  infier 
that  the  whole  fonned  part  of  the  original  transcript 

■  The  words  '*  InterpreUtion  of  Nature  **  added  ia  Bacon^s  hand. 
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Cap.  13. 

Of  the  error  in  propounding  chiefly  the  search  of  causes  and 
productions  of  tilings  concrete,  which  are  infinite  and  transi- 
tory, and  not  of  abstract  natures,  which  are  few  and  permanent. 
That  these  natures  are  as  the  alphabet  or  simple  letters,  whereof 
the  variety  of  things  consisteth ;  or  as  the  colours  mingled  in 
the  painter's  shell,  wherewith  he  is  able  to  make  infinite  variety 
of  &ce8  or  shapes.'  An  enumeration  of  them  according  to 
popular  note.  That  at  the  first  one  would  conceive  that  in 
the  schools  by  natural  philosophy  were  meant  the  knowledge 
of  the  efficients  of  things  concrete;  and  by  metaphysic  the 
knowledge  of  the  forms  of  natures  simple ;  which  is  a  good  and 
fit  division  of  knowledge :  but  upon  examination  there  is  no 
such  matter  by  them  intended.  That  the  little  inquiry  into 
the  production  of  simple  natures  sheweth  well  that  works  were 
not  sought;  because  by  the  former  knowledge  some  small  and 
superficial  deflexions  firom  the  ordinary  generations  and  produc- 
tions may  be  found  out,  but  the  discovery  of  all  profound  and 
radical  alteration  must  arise  out  of  the  latter  knowledge. 

Cap.  14. 

Of  the  error  in  propounding  the  search  of  the  materials  or 
dead  beginnings  or  principles  of  things,  and  not  the  nature  of 
motions,  inclinations,  and  applications.  That  the  whole  scope 
of  the  former  search  is  impertinent  and  vain ;  both  because  there 
are  no  such  beginnings,  and  if  there  were  they  could  not  be  known. 
That  the  latter  manner  of  search  (which  is  all)tiiey  pass  over  com- 
pendiously and  slightiy  as  a  by-matter.  That  the  several  conceits 
in  that  kind,  as  that  tiie  lively  and  moving  beginnings  of  things 
should  be  shift  or  appetite  of  matter  to  privation ;  the  spirit  of 
the  world  working  in  matter  according  to  platform ;  the  proceed- 
ing or  fructifying  of  distinct  kinds  according  to  their  proprieties ; 
the  intercourse  of  the  elements  by  mediation  of  their  common 
quaHties;  the  appetite  of  like  portions  to  unite  themselves; 
amity  and  discord,  or  sympathy  and  antipathy ;  motion  to  the 
centre,  with  motion  of  stripe  or  press ;  the  casual  agitation,  ag- 
gregation, and  essays  of  the  solid  portions  in  the  void  space ; 
motion  of  shuttings  and  openings;  are  all  mere  nugations; 
and  that  the  calcidating  and  ordination  of  the  true  degrees, 

1  Thb  but  Ulustntion  li  added  in  tbe  margin  in  Bacon's  hand. 
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moments^  limits^  and  laws  of  motions  and  alterations  (by 
means  whereof  all  works  and  effects  are  produced),  is  a  matter 
of  a  far  other  nature  than  to  consist  in  such  easy  and  wild 
geneiralities. 

Cap,  15. 

Of  tiie  great  error  of  inquiring  knowledge  in  Anticipations. 
Hat  I  call  Anticipations  the  Toluntary  collections  tiiat  the 
mind  maketh  of  knowledge;  which  is  every  man's  reason. 
That  though  this  be  a  solemn  thing,  and  serves  the  turn  to 
negotiate  between  man  and  man  (because  of  the  conformity 
and  participation  of  men's  minds  in  the  like  errors),  yet  to- 
wards inquiry  of  the  truth  of  things  and  works  it  is  of  no 
value.  That  civil  respects  are  a  lett  tiiat  this  pretended  rea- 
son should  not  be  so  contemptibly  spoken  of  as  were  fit  and 
medicinable,  in  regard  that  ^  hath  been  too  much  exalted 
and  glorified,  to  the  infinite  detriment  of  man's  estate.  Of 
tiie  nature  of  words  and  their  facility  and  aptness  to  cover 
and  grace  the  defects  of  Anticipations.  That  it  is  no  marvel 
if  these  Anticipations  have  brought  forth  such  diversity  and 
repugnance  in  opinions,  theories,  or  philosophies,  as  so  many 
fables'  of  several  arguments.  That  had  not  tiie  nature  of 
civil  customs  and  government  been  in  most  times  somewhat 
adverse  to  such  innovations,  though  contemplative,  there  might 
have  been  and  would  have  been  many  more.  That  the  second 
school  of  the  Academics  and  the  sect  of  Pyrrho,  or  the  con- 
siderers  that  denied  comprehension,  as  to  tiie  disabling  of  man's 
knowledge  (entertained  in  Anticipations)  is  well  to  be  allowed, 
but  that  they  ought  when  they  had  overthrown  and  purged 
the  floor  of  the  ruins  to  have  sought  to  build  better  in  place. 
And  more  especially  that  they  did  unjustiy  and  prejudicially 
to  charge  tiie  deceit  upon  the  report  of  the  senses^  which 
admitteth  very  sparing  remedy;  being  indeed  to  have  been 
charged  upon  the  Anticipations  of  the  mind,  which  admitteth 
a  perfect  remedy.  That  the  information  of  the  senses  is  suffi- 
cient, not  because  they  err  not,  but  because  the  use  of  the  sense 
in  discovering  of  knowledge  is  for  the  most  part  not  imme- 
diate. So  that  it  is  the  work,  effect,  or  instance,  that  trieth 
the  Axiom,  and  the  sense  doth  but  try  the  work  done  or  not 
done,  being  or  not  being.     That  the  mind  of  man  in  collecting 

>  So  MS.  by  mistake  probably  for  t^;  the  transcriber  taking  pi  for  /. 
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knowledge  needeth  great  variety  of  helps^  as  well  as  the  band 
of  man  in  manual  and  mechanical  practices  needeth  great  va- 
riety  of  instruments.  And  that  it  were  a  poor  work  that  if 
instruments  were  removed  men  would  overcome  with  their 
naked  hands.  And  of  the  distinct  points  of  want  and  insuffi^ 
dencj  in  the  mind  of  man. 

Cap.  16. 

That  the  mind  of  a  man,  as  it  is  not  a  vessel  of  that  con- 
tent or  receipt  to  comprehend  knowledge  without  helps  and 
supplies,  so  again  it  is  not  sincere,  but  of  an  iU  and  corrupt 
tincture.  Of  the  inherent  and  profound  errors  and  supersti- 
tions in  the  nature  of  tiie  mind,  and  of  the  four  sorts  of  Idols 
or  false  appearances  tiuit  offer  themselves  to  the  understanding 
in  the  inquisition  of  knowledge ;  tiuit  is  to  say,  the  Idols  of 
tiie  Tribe,  the  Idols  of  tiie  Palace,  the  Idols  of  the  Cave,  and 
the  Idols  of  the  Theatre.  That  tiiese  four,  added  to  the  inca* 
pacity  of  tiie  mind  and  tiie  vanity  and  malignity  of  the  affec- 
tions, leave  notiiing  but  impotency  and  confusion.  A  recital 
of  the  particular  kinds  of  these  four  Idols,  with  some  chosen 
examples  of  tiie  opinions  they  have  begot,  such  of  them  as  have 
supplanted  the  state  of  knowledge  most. 

Cap.  17. 

Of  the  errors  of  such  as  have  descended  and  applied  tiiem- 
selves  to  experience,  and  attempted  to  induce  knowledge  upon 
particulars.  That  tiiey  have  not  had  the  resolution  and 
strengtii  of  mind  to  free  themselves  wholly  from  Anticipations, 
but  have  made  a  confusion  and  intermixture  of  Anticipations 
and  observations,  and  so  vanished.  That  if  any  have  had  the 
strength  of  mind  generally  to  purge  away  and  discharge  all 
Anticipations,  they  have  not  had  that  greater  and  double 
strengtii  and  patience  of  mind,  as  well  to  repel  new  Anticipa- 
tions after  the  view  and  search  of  particulars,  as  to  reject  old 
which  were  in  tiieir  mind  before ;  but  have  from  particulars 
and  history  flown  up  to  principles  without  the  mean  degrees, 
and  so  framed  all  the  middle  generalities  or  axioms,  not  by 
way  of  scale  or  ascension  from  particulars,  but  by  way  of  de- 
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riyation  from  principles ;  whence  hath  issued  the  infinite  chaos 
of  shadows  and  notions  ^  wherewith  both  books  and  minds 
have '  been  hitherto^  and  may  be  yet  hereafter  mnch  more 
pestered.  That  in  the  course  of  those  derivations^  to  make 
them  yet  the  more  unprofitable^  they  haye  us^  when  any  light 
of  new  instance  opposite  to  any  assertion  appeared,  rather  to 
reconcile  the  instance  than  to  amend  the  rule.  That  if  any 
haye  had  or  shall  haye  the  power  and  resolution  to  fortify  and 
inclose  his  mind  against  all  Anticipations,  yet  if  he  haye  not 
been  or  shall  not  be  cantioned  by  the  full  understanding  of  the 
nature  of  the  mind  and  spirit  of  man,  and  therein  of  the  seats 
pores  and  passages  both  of  knowledge  and  error,  he  hath  not 
been  nor  shall  not  be  possibly  able  to  guide  or  keep  on  his 
course  aright.  That  those  that  haye  been  conyersant  in  ex- 
perience and  obseryation  haye  used,  when  they  haye  intended 
to  discoyer  the  cause  of  any  effect,  to  fix  their  consideration 
narrowly  and  exactly  upon  that  effect  itself  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstances thereof,  and  to  vary  the  trial  thereof  as  many  ways 
as  can  be  deyised ;  which  course  amounteth  but  to  a  tedious 
curiosity,  and  eyer  breaketh  off  in  wondering  and  not  in  know- 
ing ;  and  that  they  haye  not  used  to  enlaj^e  their  obseryation  to 
match  and  sort  that  effect  with  instances  of  a  diyerse  subject, 
which  '  must  of  necessity  be  before  any  cause  be  found  out.  That 
they  haye  passed  oyer  tiie  obseryation  of  instances  yulgar  and 
ignoble,  and  stayed  their  attention  chiefly  upon  instances  of 
mark ;  whereas  the  other  sort  are  for  the  most  part  more  sig- 
nificant and  of  better  light  and  information.  That  eyery  par- 
ticular that  worketh  any  effect  is  a  thing  compounded  (more 
or  less)  of  diverse  angle  natures,  (more  manifest  and  more 
obscure,)  and  that  it  appeareih  not  to  whether  of  the  natures 
the  effect  is  to  be  ascribed,  and  yet  notwithstanding  they  have 
taken  a  course  without  breaking  particulars  and  reducing  them 
by  exclusions  and  inclufflons  to  a  definite  point,  to  conclude 
upon  inductions  in  gross,  which  empirical  course  is  no  less  yain 
than  the  scholasticaL  That  all  such  as  have  sought  action  and 
work  out  of  their  inquiry  hiaye  been  ha^ty  and  pressing  to 

>  Thlf  word  li  written  between  the  lines  in  Bacon's  hand,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  I 
read  it  right.  Stephens  read  it  nuthSf  which  is  certainly  wrong.  It  Is  more  Ilka 
nocona  than  any  word  I  can  think  ot 

*  hath  in  Ma 

*  The  words  **  according  to  their  own  rules"  follow  In  the  MS.,  but  •  line  Is  dnwD 
through  them. 
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discover  some  practices  for  present  nse^  and  not  to  discoyer 
Axioms^  joining  with  them  the  new  assignations  as  their  sure- 
ties. That  the  forerunning  of  the  mind  to  frame  recipes  upon 
Axioms  at  the  entrance^  is  like  Atalanta's  golden  ball  that  hin- 
dereth  and  interrupteth  the  coarse,  and  is  to  be  inhibited  till 
70U  haye  ascended  to  a  certain  stage  and  degree  of  generali- 
ties; which  forbearance  will  be  liberally  recompensed  in  the 
end ;  and  that  chance  discovereth  new  inventions  by  one  and 
one,  but  science  by  knots  and  clusters.  That  they  have  not 
collected  sufficient  quantity  of  particulars,  nor  them  in  suffi- 
cient certainty  and  sul^^tilty,  nor  of  all  several  kinds,  nor  with 
tiiose  advantages  and  discretions  in  tiie  entry  and  sorting 
which  are  requisite;  and  of  the  weak  manner  of  collecting 
natural  history  which  hatii  been  used.  Lastiy  tiuit  they  had 
no  knowledge  of  tiie  formulary  of  interpretation,  the  work 
whereof  is  to  abridge  experience  and  to  make  things  as  cer- 
tainly found  out  by  Axiom  in  short  time,  as  by  infinite  ex- 
periences in  ages. 

Cap.  18. 

That  the  cautels  and  devices  put  in  practice  in  the  delivery 
of  knowledge  for  the  covering  and  palliating  of  ignorance,  and 
the  gracing  and  overvaluing  of  that  they  utter,  are  without 
number;  but  none  more  bold  and  more  hurtful  tiian  two;  the 
one  that  men  have  used  of  a  few  observations  upon  any  subject 
to  make  a  solemn  and  formal  art,  by  filling  it  up  with  dis- 
course, accommodating  it  with  some  circumstances  and  direc- 
tions to  practice,  and  digesting  it  into  method,  whereby  men 
grow  satisfied  and  secure,  as  if  no  more  inquiry  were  to  be 
made  of  that  matter ;  the  other,  that  men  have  used  to  dis- 
charge ignorance  with  credit,  in  defining  all  those  effects  which 
they  cannot  attain  unto  to  be  out  of  the  compass  of  art  and 
human  endeavour.  That  the  very  styles  and  forms  of  utter- 
ance are  so  many  characters  of  imposture,  some  choosing  a  style 
of  pugnacity  and  contention,  some  of  satire  and  reprdiension, 
some  of  plausible  and  tempting  similitudes  and  examples, 
some  of  great  words  and  high  discourse,  some  of  short  and 
dark  sentences,  some  of  exactness  of  metiiod,  all  of  positive 
affirmation,  without  disclosing  the  true  motives  and  proofs  of 
their  opinions,  or  free  confessing  their  ignorance  or  doubts» 

a  4 
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except  it  be  now  and  then  for  a  grace^  and  in  cunning  to  win 
the  more  credit  in  the  rest,  and  not  in  good  fidth.  That  al- 
though men  be  free  from  these  errors  and  incumbrances  in  the 
will  and  affection,  yet  it  is  not  a  thing  so  easy  as  is  conceived 
to  convey  the  conceit  of  one  man's  mind  into  the  mind  of  an- 
other without  loss  or  mistaking,  specially  in  notions  new  and 
differing  from  those  that  are  received  That  never  any  know- 
ledge was  delivered  in  the  same  order  it  was  invented,  no  not 
in  the  mathematic,  though  it  should  seem  otherwise  in  regard 
that  the  propositions  placed  last  do  use  the  propositions  or 
grants  placed  first  for  their  proof  and  ^demonstration.  That 
there  are  forms  and  methods  of  tradition  wholly  distinct  and 
differing,  according  to  their  ends  whereto  they  are  directed. 
That  there  are  two  ends  of  tradition  of  knowledge,  the  one  to 
teach  and  instruct  for  use  and  practice,  the  other  to  impart  or 
intimate  for  re-examination  and  progression.  That  the  former 
of  these  ends  requireth  a  method  not  the  same  whereby  it  was 
invented  and  induced,  but  such  as  is  most  compendious  and 
ready  whereby  it  may  be  used  and  applied.  That  the  latter 
of  the  ends,  which  is  where  a  knowledge  is  delivered  to  be 
continued  and  spun  on  by  a  succession  of  labours,  requireth  a 
method  whereby  it  may  be  transposed  to  another  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  was  collected,  to  the  end  it  may  be  discerned  both 
.  where  the  work  is  weak,  and  where  it  breaketh  off.  That  this 
latter  method  is  not  only  unfit  for  the  former  end,  but  also 
impossible  for  all  knowledge  gathered  and  insinuated  by  Anti- 
cipations, because  the  mind  working  inwardly  of  itself,  no  man 
can  give  a  just  account  how  he  came  to  that  knowledge  which 
he  hath  received,  and  that  therefore  this  method  is  peculiar  for 
knowledge  gathered  by  interpretation.  That  the  discretion 
anciently  observed,  though  by  the  precedent  of  many  vain  per- 
sons and  deceivers  disgraced,  of  publishing  part,  and  reserving 
part  to  a  private  succession,  and  of  publishing  in  a  manner 
whereby  it  shall  not  be  to  the  capacity  nor  taste  of  all,  but 
shall  as  it  were  single  and  adopt  his  reader,  is  not  to  be  laid 
aside,  both  for  the  avoiding  of  abuse  in  the  excluded,  and  the 
strengthening  of  affection  in  the  admitted  That  there  are 
other  virtues  of  tradition,  as  that  there  be  no  occasion  given  to 
error,  and  that  it  carry  a  vigour  to  root  and  spread  against  the 
vanity  of  wits  and  injuries  of  time;  all  which  if  they  were 
ever  due  to  any  knowledge  delivered,  or  if  they  were  never 
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due  to  any  hmnan  knowledge  heretofore  delivered^  yet  are  now 
due  to  the  knowledge  propounded. 

Cap,  19. 

Of  the  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  affections^  the 
principle  whereof  hath  been  despair  or  diffidence,  and  the 
strong  apprehension  of  the  difficulty,  obscurity,  and  infinite- 
ness  which  belongeth  to  the  invention  of  knowledge,  and  that 
men  have  not  known  their  own  strength,  and  that  the  sup- 
posed difficulties  and  vastness  of  the  work  is  rather  in  shew 
and  muster  than  in  state  or  substance  where  the  true  way  is 
taken.  That  this  diffidence  hath  moved  and  caused  some  never 
to  enter  into  search,  and  others  when  they  have  been  entered 
either  to  give  over  or  to  seek  a  more  compendious  course 
than  can  stand  with  the  nature  of  true  search.  That  of  those 
that  have  refused  and  prejudged  inquiry,  the  more  sober  and 
grave  sort  of  wits  have  depended  upon  authors  and  traditions, 
and  the  more  vain  and  credulous  resorted  to  revelation  and 
intelligence  with  spirits  and  higher  natures.  That  of  those 
that  have  entered  into  search,  some  having  fallen  upon  some 
conceits  which  they  after  consider  to  be  the  same  which  they 
have  found  in  former  authors,  have  suddenly  taken  a  persua- 
sion that  a  man  shall  but  with  much  labour  incur  and  light 
upon  the  same  inventions  which  he  might  with  ease  receive 
from  others ;  and  that  it  is  but  a  vanity  and  self-pleasing  of 
the  wit  to  go  about  again,  as  one  that  would  rather  have  a 
flower  of  his  own  gathering,  than  much  better  gathered  to  his 
hand.  That  the  same  humour  of  sloth  and  diffidence  sug- 
gesteth  that  a  man  shall  but  revive  some  ancient  opinion,  which 
was  long  ago  propounded,  examined,  and  rejected.  And  that 
it  is  easy  to  err  in  conceit  that  a  man's  observation  or  notion 
is  the  same  with  a  former  opinion,  both  because  new  conceits 
must  of  necessity  be  uttered  in  old  words,  and  because^  upon 
true  and  erroneous  grounds  men  may  meet  in  consequence  or 
conclusion,  as  several  lines  or  circles  that  cut  in  some  one  point 
That  the  greatest  part  of  those  that  have  descended  into  search 
have  chosen  for  the  most  artificial  and  compendious  course  to 
induce  principles  out  of  particulars,  and  to  reduce  all  other 

>  A  parenthesis  «  (as  the  Schools  well  know)  **  which  follows  here,  has  a  line  drawn 
through  it 
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propoBitiona  unto  principles ;  and  so  instead  of  the  nearest  way^ 
have  been  led  to  no  way  or  a  mere  labyrinth.  That  the  two 
contemplatiye  ways  have  some  resemblance  with  the  old  pa- 
rable of  the  two  moral  ways,  the  one  beginning  with  incer- 
tainty  and  difficulty,  and  ending  in  plainness  and  certainty, 
and  the  other  beginning  with  shew  of  plainness  and  certainly* 
and  ending  in  difficulty  and  incertainty.  Of  the  great  and 
manifest  error  and  untrue  conceit  or  estimation  of  the  infinite- 
ness  of  particulars,  whereas  indeed  all  prolixity  is  in  discourse 
and  derivations ;  and  of  the  infinite  and  most  laborious  expence 
of  wit  that  hath  been  employed  upon  toys  and  matters  of  no 
fruit  or  value.  That  although  the  period  of  one  age  cannot 
advance  men  to  the  furthest  point  of  interpretation  of  nature, 
(except  the  work  should  be  undertaken  with  greater  helps  tiian 
can  be  expected),  yet  it  cannot  fail  in  much  less  space  of  time 
to  make  return  of  many  singular  commodities  towards  the 
state  and  occasions  of  man's  life.  That  there  is  less  reason  of 
distrust  in  the  course  of  interpretation  now  propounded  tiian  in 
any  knowledge  formerly  delivered,  because  this  course  doth  in 
sort  equal  men's  wits,  and  leaveth  no  great  advantage  or  pre- 
eminence to  tiie  perfect  and  excellent  motions  of  the  spirit. 
That  to  draw  a  stndght  line  or  to  make  a  circle  perfect  round 
by  um  of  hand  only,  there  must  be  a  great  difference  between 
an  unsteady  and  unpractised  hand  and  a  steady  and  practised, 
but  to  do  it  by  rule  or  compass  it  is  much  alike. 

Cap.  21. 

Of  tiie  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  two  extreme 
humours  of  admiration  of  antiquity  and  love  of  novelty,  and 
again  of  over-servile  reverence  or  over-light  scorn  of  the  opi- 
nions of  others. 

Cap.  22. 

Of  tiie  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  affection  of 
pride,  specially  of  one  kind,  which  is  the  disdun  of  dwelling 
and  being  conversant  much  in  experiences  and  particulars, 
specially  such  as  are  vulgar  in  occurrency,  and  base  and 
ignoble  in  use.  That  besides  certain  higher  mysteries  of  pride, 
generalities  seem  to  have  a  dignity  and  solemnity,  in  tiuit  tiiey 
do  not  put  men  in  mind  of  their  familiar  actions,  in  that  they 
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haye  lees  affinity  with  arts  mechanical  and  illiberal^  in  that 
thej  are  not  so  subject  to  be  oontrouled  by  persons  of  mean 
observation,  in  that  they  seem  to  teach  men  that  they  know 
not,  and  not  to  refer  tiiem  to  that  they  know.  All  which 
conditions  directly  feeding  the  humour  of  pride,  particulars  do 
want.  That  the  majesty  of  generalities,  and  the  divine  nature 
of  the  mind  in  taking  them  (if  they  be  truly  collected,  and  be 
indeed  the  direct  reflexions  of  things,)  cannot  be  too  much 
magnified.  And  that  it  is  true  that  interpretation  is  the  very 
natural  and  direct  intention,  action,  and  progression  of  the 
understanding  delivered  from  impediments.  And  that  all  An- 
ticipation is  but  a  deflexion  or  declination  by  accident. 

Cap.  26. 

Of  the  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  state  of  heathen 
religion  and  other  superstitions  and  errors  of  religion.  And 
that  in  the  true  religion  there  hath  not^  nor  is  any  impediment, 
except  it  be  by  accident  or  intermixture  of  humour.  That  a 
religion  which  consisteth  in  rites  and  forms  of  adoration,  and 
not  in  confessions  and  beliefs,  is  adverse  to  knowledge ;  be- 
cause men  having  liberty  to  inquire  and  discourse  of  Theology 
at  pleasure,  it  cometh  to  pass  that  all  inquisition  of  nature 
endeth  and  limiteth  itself  in  such  metaphysical  or  theological 
discourse ;  whereas  if  men's  wits  be  shut  out  of  that  port,  it 
tumeth  them  agun  to  discover,  and  so  to  seek  reason  of  rea- 
son more  deeply.  And  that  such  was  the  religion  of  the  Hea- 
then. That  a  religion  that  is  jealous  of  the  variety  of  learning, 
discourse,  opinions,  and  sects,  (as  misdoubting  it  may  shake  the 
foundations,)  or  that  cherisheth  devotion  upon  simplicity  and 
ignorance,  as  ascribing  ordinary  effects  to  the  immediate  work- 
ing of  God,  is  adverse  to  knowledge.  That  such  is  the  religion 
of  ^he  Turk,  and  such  hath  been  the  abuse  of  Christian  religion 
at  some  several  times,  and  in  some  several  factions.  And  of 
the  singular  advantage  which  the  Christian  religion  hath  to- 
wards the  furtherance  of  true  knowledge,  in  that  it  exdudeth 
and  interdicteth  human  reason,  whether  by  interpretation  or 
anticipation,  from  examining  or  discussing  of  the  mysteries  and 
principles  of  faith. 

>  So  MS. 
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Cap.  26* 

Of  the  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  nature  of  society 
and  the  policies  of  state.  That  there  is  no  composition  of 
estate  or  society^  nor  order  or  quality  of  persons^  which  have 
not  some  point  of  contrariety  towards  true  knowledge.  That 
monarchies  incline  wits  to  profit  and  pleasure,  and  common* 
wealths  to  glory  and  vanity.  That  universities  incline  wits  to 
sophistry  and  affectation,  cloisters  to  fables  and  unprofitable 
subtilty,  study  at  huge  to  variety ;  and  that  it  is  hard  to.  say, 
whether  mixture  of  contemplations  with  an  active  life,  or 
retiring  wholly  to  contemplationSj  do  disable  and  hinder  the 
mind  more. 
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PREFACE 

* 
TO 

THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF  LEARNING. 


The  first  edition  of  the  Advancement  of  Learning  \&  dated  1605. 
In  what  month  it  appeared  is  doubtfiil;  but  from  certain  allu- 
sions in  a  letter  sent  by  Bacon  to  Tobie  Matthew  with  a  pre- 
sentation copy,  I  gatiier  (for  the  letter  bears  no  date)  that  it 
was  not  out  before  the  latter  end  of  October. 

Tobie  Mattiiew,  eldest  son  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  was 
then  about  27  years  old,  and  had  been  intimate  with  Bacon, 
certainly  for  the  last  three  years,  and  probably  for  more.  Bacon 
had  a  high  opinion  of  his  abilities  and  seems  to  have  consulted 
him  about  his  works.  **  I  have  now  at  last  (he  says  in  this 
letter)  taught  that  child  to  go,  at  the  swaddling  whereof  you 
were.  My  work  touching  the  Proficiency  and  Advancement  of 
Learning  I  have  put  into  two  books,  whereof  the  former,  which 
you  saw,  I  account  but  as  a  Page  to  the  latter.  I  have  now 
published  them  both,  whereof  I  thought  it  a  small  adventure 
to  send  you  a  copy,  who  have  more  right  to  it  tiian  any  man, 
except  Bishop  Andrews,  who  was  my  Inquisitor.** ' 

Now  Matthew  had  been  abroad  since  April,  1605 ;  and  as  he 
had  seen  the  first  book  only,  it  is  probable  that  the  second 
was  not  then  written;  a  circumstance  which  may  be  very 
naturally  accounted  for,  if  I  am  right  in  supposing  that  the 
Advancement  of  Learning  was  begun  immediately  after  the  aC"> 
cession  of  James  I.  From  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  24th  March, 
1602-3,  to  the  meeting  of  James's  first  Parliament,  19th  March, 
1603-4,  Bacon  had  very  little  to  do.  He  held  indeed  the  same 
place  among  the  Learned  Counsel  which  he  had  held  under 
Elizabeth,  but  his  services  were  littie  if  at  aU  used.  On  the  3d 
of  July,  1603,  we  find  him  writing  to  Lord  Cecil: — ^*'For  my 

'  sir  Tobie  Matthew's  collection  of  Engliili  letten»  p.  zi.  Andrewi  wm  made  a 
Bithop  on  the  3d  of  November,  1605. 
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purpose  or  course^  I  desire  to  meddle  as  little  as  I  can  in  the 
King's  causes,  Iiis  Majesty  now  abounding  in  counseL  .  .  •  My 
ambition  now  I  shall  only  put  upon  my  pen,  whereby  I  shall 
be  able  to  maintain  memory  and  merit  of  the  times  succeeding." 
And  in  the  trial  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  at  Winchester  in  the 
following  November  (though  it  was  a  complicated  case  involv- 
ing many  persons  and  requiring  a  great  number  of  examina- 
tions) he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  employed  at  alL  But 
from  the  meeting  of  Parliament  in  March  till  the  end  of  1604 
he  was  incessantly  employed ;  first  during  the  session  (which 
lasted  till  the  7th  of  July)  in  the  business  of  the  House  of 
Commons;  then  during  the  vacation,  in  preparation  for  the 
Commission  of  the  Union  ^  which  was  to  meet  in  October ;  and 
from  that  time  to  the  beginning  of  December  in  the  business  of 
the  Conunission  itself;  — all  matters  of  extreme  urgency  and 
importance,  and  the  '^  labour  whereof,  for  men  of  his  profession. 
Tested  most  upon  his  hand."  ^ 

On  the  4th  of  December  the  Commissioners  signed  their  re- 
port ;  and  on  the  24th  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament,  which 
had  been  fixed  for  February,  was  postponed  till  October.  This 
prorogation  secured  Bacon  another  interval  of  leisure ;  an  in- 
terval longer  perhaps,  considering  the  nature  of  the  public  ser- 
vices which  had  now  fallen  upon  him,  than  he  was  likely  soon 
again  to  enjoy ;  and  which  it  was  the  more  important  therefore 
to  use  in  finishing  the  great  literary  work  which  he  had  begun. 
The  same  consideration  may  have  determined  him  to  be  content 
with  a  less  perfect  treatment  of  the  subject  than  he  had  origin- 
ally designed ;  for  certainly  the  second  book,  though  so  much 
the  more  important  of  the  two,  is  in  point  of  execution  much 
less  careful  and  elaborate  than  the  first,  and  bears  many  marks 
of  hasty  composition.  The  presumption  that  an  interval  occurred 
between  the  writing  of  the  two  is  further  confirmed  by  the 
fact  that  they  were  not  printed  at  the  same  time.  The  first 
ends  with  a  half- sheet,  and  the  second  begins  upon  a  fresh  one 
with  a  new  signature ;  whence  I  suppose  we  may  infer  that  the 
first  had  been  printed  off  before  the  second  was  ready  for  the 
press. 

Of  the  motives  which  induced  Bacon  to  undertake  and 

■  S^e  **  Certain  Articles  or  Conslder&tianB  touching  the  union  of  the  Klngdomt  of 
England  and  Scotland ;  ooUected  and  dispersed  for  His  lii^esty^s  better  service.** 
'  Letter  to  tfre  King,  touching  the  So1icltor*8  place. 
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hnrry  forward  the  Advancement  of  Learning  at  that  particular 
time,  and  of  those  which  afterwards  suggested  the  incorpora- 
tion of  it  into  his  great  work  on  the  Interpretation  of  Nature, 
I  have  already  explained  my  own  view  in  my  preface  to  the 
De  Augmeniis.  Upon  all  matters  requiring  explanation  or 
illustration  the  reader  is  referred  to  Mr.  Ellis's  notes  upon 
the  corresponding  passages  in  that  more  finished  work;  and 
that  the  reference  may  be  more  easy  I  have  marked  the  places 
where  the  several  chapters  begin ;  adding  some  account,  more 
or  less  complete,  of  the  principal  differences  between  the  two. 
In  many  cases  these  differences  are  so  extensive  that  no  ade- 
quate idea  of  their  nature  could  be  given  within  the  limits 
of  a  note ;  and  in  such  cases  I  have  been  content  with  a  simple 
reference  to  the  place*  But  where  the  substance  of  any  addi- 
tion or  alteration  which  seemed  to  me  material  could  be  stated 
saccinctly,  —  especially  if  it  involved  any  modification  of  the 
opinion  expressed  in  the  text,  —  I  have  generally  endeavoured 
to  state  it;  sometimes  translating  Bacon's  words,  sometimes 
giving  the  effect  in  my  own,  as  I  found  most  convenient. 

For  the  text,  I  have  treated  the  edition  of  1605  as  the  only 
original  authority ;  the  corrections  introduced  by  later  editors, 
though  often  unqaestionably  right,  being  (as  far  as  I  can  see) 
merely  conjectural.  And  therefore,  though  I  have  adopted  all 
such  corrections  into  the  text  whenever  I  was  satisfied  tiiat 
they  give  tiie  true  reading,  I  have  always  quoted  in  a  note  the 
reading  of  the  original.  Only  in  the  typographical  arrange- 
ment with  respect  to  capitals,  italics,  &c.,  (which  in  the  original 
was  probably  left  to  the  printer's  taste,  and  is  inconsistent  in 
itself,  and  would  be  perplexing  to  modem  eyes,)  and  also  in 
I  the  punctuation,  which  is  extremely  confused  and  inaccurate, 
I  have  used  the  full  liberty  of  my  own  judgment;  altering 
as  much  as  I  pleased,  and  endeavouring  only  to  make  the 
sense  clear  to  an  eye  accustomed  to  modem  books,  without 
encumbering  the  page  with  any  notice  of  such  alterations. 

There  is  one  innovation  however  which  I  have  ventured  to 
introduce  and' which  it  is  necessary  to  explain.  The  Advance^ 
ment  of  Learning  was  written  for  readers  who  were  familiar 
with  Latin,  and  abounds  with  Latin  quotations.  In  these  days 
it  may  be  read  with  profit  by  many  persons  of  both  sexes  to 
whom  such  quotations  are  a  very  perplexing  obstruction. 
Forming  as  they  generally  do  a  part  of  tiie  context,  so  tiiat  the 
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sentence  is  not  complete  without  them,  those  who  cannot  read 
Latin  are  in  many  cases  unable  to  follow  the  sense  of  the 
English.  To  give  such  readers  the  means  of  understanding 
them  seemed  therefore  no  less  than  necessary ;  and  I  thought 
the  true  effect  of  them  would  be  conveyed  to  the  mind  most 
perfectly  and  satisfiu^torily  by  presenting  the  interpretations  in 
such  a  form  that  they  might  be  read  in  their  places^  just  as 
they  would  have  been  had  they  formed  part  of  the  original 
text,  and  just  as  they  are  in  those  passages  where  Bacon  has 
himself  furnished  the  interpretation.  Following  his  example 
therefore  as  nearly  as  I  could,  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  the 
effect  of  each  of  these  Latin  quotations  in  such  a  form  as 
seemed  to  suit  best  the  English  idiom  and  to  fall  best  into  the 
English  context;  not  tying  myself  to  literal  translation,  but 
rather  preferring  to  vary  the  expression,  especially  where  I 
could  by  that  means  give  it  such  a  turn  as  to  throw  the 
emphasis  more  distinctly  upon  that  part  of  the  quotation  which 
was  more  particularly  in  point  Thus  it  will  be  found,  I  think, 
that  those  who  understand  the  Latin  may  stiU  read  the  English 
without  feeling  it  to  be  a  mere  repetition,  while  those  who  do 
not  will  in  reading  the  English  alone  find  the  sense  always 
complete.  It  was  evident  however  that  translation^  of  this 
kind  could  not  be  read  in  this  way  conveniently  if  inserted  in 
notes  at  the  bottom  of  the  page ;  and  therefore,  there  being 
no  room  in  the  margin,  I  have  ventured  to  insert  them  in  the 
text;  from  which  however,  that  they  may  not  be  mistaken  for 
a  part  of  it,  I  have  always  taken  care  to  distinguish  them  by 
brackets.  In  a  few  cases  where  a  Latin  quotation  occurs^  not 
followed  by  .a  translation  within  brackets,  it  is  to  be  under- 
stood that  it  is  introduced  merely  as  a  voucher  for  what  has 
just  been  said  in  the  English,  or  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting 
a  classical  aUusion  which  a  translation  would  not  suggest  ex- 
cept to  a  classical  reader,  and  that  the  sense  is  ccnnplete  with- 
out it.  In  a  few  other  cases  where  a  quotation  is  followed  by 
a  translation  not  included'  within  brackets,  it  is  to  be  under- 
stood that  it  is  Bacon's  own  translation  and  forms  part  of  the 
original  text. 

For  all  the  notes  ncept  those  signed  JR.  £•  E.,  which  are 
Mr.  Ellis's,  I  am  responsible. 

J.  a 
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PROFIOIENCE  AND  ADVANCEMENT  OF 
LEARNING 

DIVINE  AND  HUMAN. 


TO  THE  KING. 


TuEltE  were  under  the  Law  (excellent  King)  both  daily 
sacrifices  and  freewill  offerings ;  the  one  proceeding  upon  ordi- 
nary observance,  the  other  upon  a  devout  cheerfulness.  In 
nke  manner  there  belongeth  to  kings  from  their  servants  both 
tribute  of  duty  and  presents  of  affection.  In  the  former  of 
these  I  hope  I  shall  not  live  to  be  wanting,  according  to  my 
most  humble  duty,  and  the  good  pleasure  of  your  Majesty's 
employments  :  for  the  later,  I  thought  it  more  respective  to 
make  choice  of  some  oblation  which  might  rather  refer  to  the 
propriety  and  excellency  of  your  individual  person,  than  to 
the  business  of  your  crown  and  state. 

Wherefore  representing  your  Majesty  many  times  unto  my 
mind,  and  beholding  you  not  with  the  inquisitive  eye  of  pre- 
sumption  to  discover  that  which  the  Scripture  telleth  me  is 
inscrutable,  but  with  the  observant  eye  of  duty  and  admiration; 
leaving  aside  the  other  parts  of  your  virtue  and  fortune,  I 
have  been  touched,  yea  and  possessed  with  an  extreme  wonder 
at  those  your  virtues  and  faculties  which  the  philosophers  call 
intellectual ;  the  largeness  of  your  capacity,  the  faithfulness 
of  your  memory,  the  swiftness  of  your  apprehension,  the  pene- 
tration of  your  judgment,  and  the  facility  and  order  of  your 
elocution :   and  I  have  often  thought  that  of  all  the  persons 
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living  that  I  hnye  known^  your  Majesty  were  the  best  instance 
to  make  a  man  of  Plato's  opinion^  that  all  knowledge  is  but 
remembrance,  and  that  the  mind  of  man  by  nature  knoweth 
all  things,  and  hath  but  her  own  native  and  original  notions  ^ 
(which  by  the  strangeness  and  darkness  of  this  tabernacle  of 
the  body  are^  sequestered)  again  revived  and  restored :  such  a 
light  of  nature  I  have  observed  in  your  Majesty,  and  such  a 
readiness  to  take  flame  and  blaze  from  the  least  occasion  pre- 
sented, or  the  least  spar]^  of  another's  knowledge  delivered; 
And  as  the  Scripture  saith  of  the  wisest  king.  That  his  heart 
was  as  the  sands  of  the  sea ;  which  though  it  be  one  of  the 
largest  bodies  yet  it  consisteth  of  the  smallest  and  finest  por- 
tions ;  so  hath  God  given  your  Majesty  a  composition  of  under- 
standing admirable,  being  able  to  compass  and  comprehend  the 
greatest  matters,  and  nevertheless  to  touch  and  apprehend  the 
least;  whereas  it  should  seem  an  impossibility  in  nature  for  the 
same  instrument  to  make  itself  fit  for  great  and  small  works. 
And  for  your  gift  of  speech,  I  call  to  mind  what  Cornelius 
Tacitus  saith  of  Augustus  C»sar ;  Augtisto  profluensy  et  qu<B 
principem  deceret,  eloquentia  fait;  [that  his  style  of  speech  was 
flowing  and  prince-like :  *]  for  if  we  note  it  well,  speech 
that  is  uttered  with  labour  and  difficulty,  or  speech  that  sa- 
voureth  of  the  afiectation  of  art  and  precepts,  or  speech  that 
is  framed  after  the  imitation  of  some  pattern  of  eloquence, 
though  never  so  excellent, — all  this  has  somewhat  servile,  and 
holding  of  the  subject.  But  your  Majesty's  manner  of  speech 
is  indeed  prince-like,  flowing  as  from  a  fountain,  and  yet 
streaming  and  branching  itself  into  nature's  order,  full  of  facility 
and  felicity,  imitating  none,  and  inimitable  by  any.  And  as  in 
your  civil  estate  there  appeareth  to  be  an  emulation  and  con- 
tention of  your  Majesty's  virtue  with  your  fortune;  a  virtuous 
disposition  with  a  fortunate  regiment;  a  virtuous  expectation 
(when  time  was)  of  your  greater  fortune,  with  a  prosperous 
possession  thereof  in  the  due  time ;  a  virtuous  observation  of 
the  laws  of  marriage,  with  most  blessed  and  happy  fruit  of 
marriage;  a  virtuous  and  most  Christian  desire  of  peace,  with  a 
fortunate  inclination  in  your  neighbour  princes  thereunto:  so 
likewise  in  these  intellectual  matters,  there  seemeth  to  be  no 

I  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.    Ed.  1605  has  motiont. 

*  Observe  that  the  translations  within  brackets  are  not  in  the  original,  but  inserted 
by  myself.  My  reasons  for  adopting  this  plan,  and  the  principle  upon  which  I  have 
proceeded  in  translating,  are  explained  in  the  prelkce. 
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less  contentioa  between  the  excellency  of  your  Majesty's  gifts 
of  nature  and  the  universality  and  perfection  of  your  learning. 
For  I  am  well  assured  that  this  which  I  shall  say  is  no  amplifi- 
cation at  all^  but  a  positiye  and  measured  truth ;  which  is,  that 
there  hath  not  been  since  Christ's  time  any  king  or  temporal 
monarch  which  hath  been  so  learned  in  all  literature  and  eru- 
dition, divine  and  human.  For  let  a  man  seriously  and  diligently 
revolve  and  peruse  the  succession  of  the  emperors  of  Rome,  of 
which  Caesar  the  dictator,  who  lived  some  years  before  Christ, 
and  Marcus  Antoninus  were  the  best  learned ;  and  so  descend  to 
the  emperors  of  Gnecia,  or  of  the  West,  and  then  to  the  lines 
of  France,  Spain,  England,  Scotland,  and  the  rest;  and  he 
shall  find  this  judgment  is  truly  made.^  For  it  seemeth  much 
in  a  king,  if  by  the  compendious  extractions  of  other  men's 
wits  and  labours  he  can  take  hold  of  any  superficial  ornaments 
and  shews  of  learning,  or  if  he  countenance  and  prefer  learning 
and  learned  men :  but  to  drink  indeed  of  the  true  fountains  of 
learning,  nay  to  have  such  a  fountain  of  learning  in  himself, 
in  a  king,  and  in  a  king  born,  is  almost  a  miracle.  And  the 
more,  because  there  is  met  in  your  Majesty  a  rare  conjunction 
as  well  of  divine  and  sacred  literature  as  of  profane  and  hu- 
man ;  so  as  your  Majesty  standeth  invested  of  that  triplicity 
which  in  great  veneration  was  ascribed  to  the  ancient  Hermes; 
the  power  and  fortune  of  a  King,  the  knowledge  and  illumination 
of  a  Priest,  and  the  learning  and  universalily  of  a  Philosopher. 
This  propriety  inherent  and  individual  attribute  in  your  Majesty 
deserveth  to  be  expressed  not  only  in  the  fame  and  admiration  of 
the  present  tiine,  nor  in  the  history  or  tradition  of  the  ages 
succeeding ;  but  also  in  some  solid  work,  fixed  memorial,  and 
immortal  moniunent,  bearing^a  character  or  signature  both  of  the 
power  of  a  king  and  the  difference  and  perfection  of  such  a  king. 
Therefore  I  did  conclude  with  myself,  that  I  could  not  make 
unto  your  Majesty  a  better  oblation  than  of  some  treatise 
tending  to  that  end;  whereof  the  sum  will  consist  of  these  two 
parts :  the  former  concerning  the  excellency  of  learning  and 
knowledge,  and  the  excellency  of  the  merit  and  true  glory  in 
the  augmentation^  and  propagation  thereof;  the  later  ^,  what 
the  particular  acts  and  works  are  which  have  been  embraced 

'  In  the  translation  the  reference  to  the  particular  dynasties  is  omitted ;  he  only 
sajrs, —  Piereurrat  qui  voluerit  imperatonim  et  rerum  gerietn,  etjuxta  mecton  geiUiet, 

*  I  have  observed  elsewhere,  that  it  was  only  the  latter  part  which  entered  fnto  the 
original  scheme  of  the  Inttauratio  Magna.     And  though  la  adapting  the  AdvanetmMiU 
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and  undertaken  for  the  advancement  of  learning,  and  again 
what  defects  and  undervalues  I  find  in  such  particular  acts ;  to 
the  end  that  though  I  cannot  positively  or  affirmatively  advise 
your  Majesty^  or  propound  unto  you  framed  particulars,  yet 
I  may  excite  your  princely  cogitations  to  visit  the  excellent 
treasure  of  your  own  mind,  and  thence  to  extract  particulars 
for  this  purpose  agreeable  to  your  magnanimity  and  wisdom. 

In  the  entrance  to  the  former  of  these,^ — to  clear  the  way, 
•and  as  it  were  to  make  silence  to  have  the  true  testimonies 
concerning  the  dignity  of  learning  to  be  better  heard  without 
the  interruption  of  tacit  objections, — ^I  think  good  to  deliver  it 
from  the  discredits  and  disgraces  which  it  hath  received;  all 
from  ignorance;  but  ignorance  severally  disguised;  appearing 
sometimes  in  the  zeal  and  jealousy  of  divines,  sometimes  in 
the  severity  and  arrogancy  of  politiques,  and  sometimes  in  the 
errors  and  imperfections  of  learned  men  themselves. 

I  hear  the  former  sort  say,  that  knowledge  is  of  those  things 
which  are  to  be  accepted  of  with  great  limitation  and  caution ; 
that  the  aspiring  to  over-much  knowledge  was  the  original 
temptation  and  sin,  whereupon  ensued  the  fall  of  man ;  that 
knowledge  hath  in  it  somewhat  of  the  serpent,  and  therefore 
where  it  entereth  into  a  man  it  makes  him  swell,  —  Scientia 
injlaty  [knowledge  puffeth  up ;]  that  Salomon  gives  a  censure, 
Tliat  there  is  no  end  of  making  books,  and  that  much  reading 
is  weariness  of  the  flesh  ;  and  again  in  another  place.  That  in 
spacious  knowledge  there  is  much  contristaiion,  and  that  he  that 
increaseth  knowledge  increaseth  ajfixiety ;  that  St.  Paul  gives  a 
caveat.  That  we  be  not  spoiled  through  vain  philosophy  ;  that 
experience  demonstrates  how  learned  men  have  been  arch- 
heretics,  how  learned  times  have  been  inclined  to  atheism,  and 
how  the  contemplation  of  second  causes  doth  derogate  from  our 
dependence  upon  God,  who  is  the  first  cause. 

To  discover  then  the  ignorance  and  error  of  this  opinion 

and  the  misunderstanding  in  the  grounds  thereof,  it  may  well 

appear  these  men  do  not  observe  or  consider  that  it  was  not 

>  the  pure  knowledge  of  nature  and  imiversality,  a  knowledge 

•  by  the  light  whereof  ^an  did  give  names  unto  other  creatures 

in  Pttradise,  as  they  were  brought  before  him,  according  imto 

of  Learning  to  It,  he  retained  the  former  part,  yet  he  marks  it  in  the  translation  w 
comparatively  unimportant;  adding  with  regard  to  the  first,  qua  levior  ett,  nefue 
tnmen  uUo  modo  prmtermUtenda^  and  with  regard  to  the  second,  quod  caput  rei  est. 
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their  proprieties^  which  gave  the  occasion  to  the  fall ;  but  it 
was  the  proud  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  with  an  intent  in 
man  to  give  law  unto  himself  and  to  depend  no  more  upon 
God's  commandments^  which  was  the  form  of  the  temptation. 
Neither  is  it  any  quantity  of'  knowledge  how  great  soever  tliat 
can  make  the  mind  of  man  to  swell ;  for  nothing  can  6\l,  much 
less  extend,  the  soul  of  man,  but  God  and  the  contemplation  of 
God;  and  therefore  Salomon  speaking  of  the  two  principal 
senses  of  inquisition,  the  eye  and  the  ear,  affirmeth  that  the 
eye  is  never  satisfied  with  seeing,  nor  the  ear  with  hearing ; 
and  if  there  be  no  fulness,  then  is  the  continent  greater  than 
the  content :  so  of  knowledge  itself  and  the  mind  of  man, 
whereto  the  senses  are  but  reporters,  he  defineth  likewise  in 
these  words,  placed  after  that  calendar  or  ephemerides  which 
he  maketh  of  the  diversities  of  times  and  seasons  for  all  ac- 
tions and  purposes ;  and  concludeth  thus :  God  hath  made  all 
things  beautiful^  or  decent,  in  the  true  return  of  their  seasons : 
Also  he  hath  placed  the  world  in  maiCs  hearty  yet  cannot  man 
find  out  the  work  which  God  worketh  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end:  declaring  not  obscurely  that  God  hath  framed  the  mind 
of  man  as  a  mirror  or  glass  capable  of  the  image  of  the  uni* 
versal  world,  and  joyful  to  receive  the  impression  thereof,  as 
the  eye  joyeth  to  receive  light;  and  not  only  delighted 
in  beholding  the  variety  of  things  and  vicissitude  of  times, 
but  raised  also  to  find  out  and  discern  the  ordinances  and 
decrees  which  throughout  all  those  changes  are  infallibly  ob- 
served. And  although  he  doth  insinuate  that  the  supreme 
or  summary  law  of  nature,  which  he  calleth  the  work  which 
God  worketh  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  is  not  possible  to  be 
found  out  by  man ;  yet  that  doth  not  derogate  from  the  capa- 
cily  of  the  mind,  but  may  be  referred  to  the  impediments,  as 
of  shortness  of  life,  iU  conjunction  of  labours,  ill  tradition  of 
knowledge  over  from  hand  to  hand,  and  many  other  incon- 
veniences whereunto  the  condition  of  man  is  subjects  For 
that  nothing  parcel  of  the  world  is  denied  to  man's  inquiry 
and  invention  he  doth  in  another  place  rule  over,  when  he 
saitii,  The  spirit  of  man  is  as  the  lamp  of  God,  whereunth  lu 
searcheth  the  inwardness  of  all  secrets.  If  then  such  be  the 
capacity  and  receit  of  the  mind  of  man,  it  is  manifest  that 
there  is  no  danger  -  at  all  in  the  proportion  or  quantity  of 
knowledge,  how  large  soever,  lest  it  should  make  it  swell  or 
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out-compass  itself;  no,  but  it  is  merely  the  quality  of  know- 
ledge, which  be  it  in  quantity  more  or  less,  if  it  be  taken  with- 
out the  true  corrective  thereof,  hath  in  it  some  nature  of  venom 
or  malignity,  and  some  effects  of  that  venom,  which  is  vento- 
sity  or  swelling.  This  corrective  spice,  the  mixture  whereof 
maketh  knowledge  e6  sovereign,  is  Charity,  which  the  apostle 
immediately  addeth  to  the  former  clause;  for  so  he  saith, 
knowledge  bloweth  up,  but  charity  buildeth  up  ;  not  unlike  unto 
that  which  he  delivereth  in  another  place :  If  I  spake  (saith  he) 
with  the  tongues  of  men  and  angeh,  and  had  not  charity,  it  were 

I  but  as  a  tinkling  cymbal;  not  but  that  it  is  an  excellent  thmg 
to  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  angels,  but  because  if  it 
be  severed  from  charity,  and  not  referred  to  the  good  of  men 
and  mankind,  it  hath  rather  a  soimding  and  unworthy  glory 
than  a  meriting  and  substantial  virtue.  And  as  for  that  cen- 
sure of  Salomon  concerning  the  excess  of  writing  and  read- 
ing books  and  the  anxiety  of  spirit  which  redoundeth  from 
knowledge,  and  that  admonition  of  St  Paul,  That  we  be  not 
seduced  by  vain  philosophy ;  let  those  places  be  rightly  under- 
stood, and  they  do  indeed  excellently  set  forth  the  true  bounds 
and  limitations  whereby  human  knowledge  is  confined  and 
circumscribed ;  and  yet  without  any  such  contracting  or  coarc- 
tation, but  that  it  may  comprehend  all  the  universal  nature  of 
things.  For  these  limitations  are  three.  The  first,  that  we  do 
not  so  place  our  felicity  in  knowledge,  as  we  forget  our  mortality* 
The  second,  that  we  make  application  of  our  knowledge  to  give 
ourselves  repose  and  contentment,  and  not  distaste  or  repining. 
The  third,  thai  we  do  tiot  presume  by  the  contemplation  ofna-- 
ture  to  attain  to  the  mysteries  of  Ood,  For  as  touching  the 
first  of  these,  Salomon  doth  excellently  expound  himself  in 
another  place  of  the  same  book,  where  he  saith;  I  saw  well 
that  knowledge  recedeth  as  far  from  ignorance  as  light  dotli 
from  darkness,  and  tliat  the  wise  matis  eyes  keep  watch  in  his 
head,  wliereas  the  fool  roundeth  about  in  darkness:  but  withal  I 
learned  that  the  same  mortality  involveth  them  both*  And  for 
the  second,  certain  it  is,  there  is  no  vexation  or  anxiety  of 
mind  which  resulteth  from  knowledge  otherwise  than  merely 

'  by  accident ;  for  all  knowledge  and  wonder  (which  is  the  seed 
of  knowledge)  is  an  impression  of  pleasure  in  itself:  but 
when  men  fall  to  framing  conclusions  out  of  their  knowledge^ 
applying  it  to  their  particular,  and  ministering  to  themselves 
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•hereby  weak  fears  or  vast  desires,  there  groweth  that  careful- 
ness and  trouble  of  mind  which  is  spoken  of:  for  then  know- 
ledge is  no  more  Lumen  siccum  [a  dry  light],  whereof  Hera- 
clitus  the  profound  said.  Lumen  siccum  optima  anima^,  [the 
dry  light  is  the  best  soiil ;]  but  it  becometh  Lumen  madidum 
or  maceratum,  [a  light  charged  with  moisture,]  being  steeped 
and  infused  in  the  humours  of  the  affections.  And  as  for  the 
third  point,  it  deseryeth  to  be  a  little  stood  upon  and  not  to  be 
lightly  passed  over:  for  if  any  man  shall  think  by  view  and 
inquiry  into  these  sensible  and  material  things  to  attain  that 
light  whereby  he  may  reveal  unto  himself  the  nature  or  will  of 

'  God,  then  indeed  is  he  spoiled  by  vain  philosophy :  for  the 
contemplation  of  God's  creatures  and  works  produceth  (hav- 
ing regard  to  the  works  and  creatures  themselves)  knowledge ; 
but  having  regard  to  God,  no  perfect  knowledge,  but  wonder, 
which  is  broken  knowledge.  And  therefore  it  was  most  aptly 
said  by  one  of  Plato's  school,  ITuit  the  sense  of  man  carrieth  a 
resemblance  with  the  sun,  which  (as  we  see)  openeth  and  revealeth 
nil  the  terrestrial  globe ;  but  then  again  it  obscurethand  concealeth 
*he  stars  and  celestial  globe :  so  doth  the  sense  discover  natural 
\hingSy  but  it  darkeneth  and  shutteth  up  divine.  And  hence  it  is 
true  that  it  hath  proceeded  that  divers  great  learned  men  have 
been  heretical,  whilst  they  have  sought  to  fly  up  to  the  secrets 

*  of  the  Deity  by  the  waxen  wings  of  the  senses.  And  as  for  the 
conceit  that  too  much  knowledge  should  incline  a  man  to 
atheism,  and  that  the  ignorance  of  second  causes  should  make  a 
more  devout  dependence  upon  God  which  is  the  first  cause ; 
first,  it  is  good  to  ask  the  question  which  Job  asked  of  his 
friends.  Will  you  lie  for  Gody  as  one  man  will  do  for  another ,  to 
gratify  him  ?  For  ceftidn  it  is  that  God  worketh  nothing  in 
nature  but  by  second  causes ;  and  if  they  would  have  it  otherwise 
believed,  it  is  mere  imposture,  as  it  were  in  favour  towards 
God ;  and  nothing  else  but  to  offer  to  the  author  of  truth  the 
unclean  sacrifice  of  a  lie.  But  farther,  it  is  an  assured  truth 
and  a  conclusion  of  experience,  that  a  little  or  superficial 
knowledge  of  philosophy  may  incline  the  mind  of  man  to 
atheism,  but  a  farther  proceeding  therein  doth  bring  the  mind 

'  avyh  Inph  ^vx4  aoifwrdeni:  a  comiptioii,  according  to  the  conjecture  of  Professor 
W.H.  Thompson,  of  alhi  ^fvj(^  ao^<in6mi\ ;  inf^  having  been  first  inserted  by  one 
commentator,  to  explain  the  unusual  word  afhi,  and  so  passed  into  the  text ;  afhf 
having  been  turned  into  aiiy^  by  another,  to  make  sense.  See  Semaim  of  Prnftsaor 
Arthtr  BuUe^,  vol.  i.  p.  314. 
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back  again  to  religion  ;  for  in  the  entrance  of  philosophy,  wheti 
the  second  causes,  which  are  next  unto  the  senses,  do  offer 
themselves  to  the  mind  of  man,  if  it  dwell  and  stay  there,  it 
may  induce  some  oblivion  of  the  highest  cause;  but  when 
a  man  passeth  on  farther,  and  seeth  the  dependence  of  causes 
and  the  works  of  Providence ;  then,  according  to  the  allegory 
of  the  poets,  he  will  easily  believe  that  the  highest  link  o£ 
..nature's  chain  must  needs  be  tied  to  the  foot  of  Jupiter's  chair. 
To  conclude  therefore,  let  no  man,  upon  a  weak  conceit  of 
sobriety  or  an  ill-applied  moderation,  think  or  maintain  that 
a  man  can  search  too  far  or  be  too  well  studied  in  the  book  of 
God's  word  or  in  the  book  of  God's  works ;  divinity  or  philo- 
sophy ;  but  rather  let  men  endeavour  an  endless  progress  or 
proficience  in  both ;  only  let  men  beware  that  they  apply  both 
to  charity,  and  not  to  swelling ;  to  use,  and  not  to  ostentation ; 
and  again,  that  they  do  not  unwisely  mingle  or  confound  these 
learnings  together. 

And  as  for  the  disgraces  which  learning  receiveth  from  poli- 
tiques,  they  be. of  this  nature;  that  learning  doth  soften  men's 
minds,  and  makes  them  more  unapt  for  the  honour  and  exercise 
of  arms;  that  it  doth  mar  and  pervert  men's  dispositions  for 
matter  of  government  and  policy,  in  making  them  too  curious 
and  irresolute  by  variety  of  reading,  or  too  peremptory  or  po- 
sitive by  strictness  of  rules  and  axioms,  or  too  immoderate  and 
overweening  by  reason  of  the  greatness  of  examples,  or  too 
incompatible  and  differing  from  the  times  by  reason  of  the  dis- 
similitude of  examples ;  or  at  least  that  it  doth  divert  men's 
travails  from  action  and  business,  and  bringeth  them  to  a  love 
of  leisure  and  privateness ;  and  that  it  doth  bring  into  states 
a  relaxation  of  discipline,  whilst  every  man  is  more  ready  to 
argue  than  to  obey  and  execute.  Out  of  this  conceit  Cato 
sumamed  the  Censor,  one  of  the  wisest  men  -indeed  that  ever 
lived,  when  Cameades  the  philosopher  came  in  embassage  to 
Bome,  and  that  the  young  men  of  Rome  began  to  flock  about 
him,  being  allured  with  the  sweetness  and  kuajesty  of  his  elo- 
quence and  learning,  gave  counsel  in  open  senate  that  they 
should  give  him  his  dispatch  with  all  speed,  lest  he  should  in- 
fect and  inchant  the  minds  and  affections  of  the  youth,  and  at 
unawares  bring  in  an  alteration  of  the  manners  and' customs  of 
the  state.     Out  of  the  same  conceit  or  humour  did  YirgH, 
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turning  his  pen  to  the  advantage  of  his  country  and  the  dis- 
advantage of  his  own  profession^  make  a  kind  of  separation  be- 
tween policy  and  government  and  between  arts  and  sciences, 
in  the  verses  so  much  renowned,  attributing  and  challenging 
the  one  to  the  Romans,  and  leaving  and  yielding  the  other  to 
the  Grecians ;  Tu  regere  imperio  populos^  Romane^  memento y  Hm 
tibi  erunt  artes,  ^o. 

[Be  thine,  O  Rome, 
With  arts  of  government  to  rule  the  nations.] 

So  likewise  we  see  that  Anytus,  the  accuser  of  Socrates,  laid 
it  as  an  article  of  charge  and  accusation  against  him  that  he 
^  did  with  the  variety  and  power  of  his  discourses  and  disputa- 
tions withdraw  young  men  from  due  reverence  to  the  laws  and 
customs  of  their  country ;  and  that  he  did  profess  a  dangerous 
and  pernicious  science,  which  was  to  make  the  worse  matter 
seem  the  better,  and  to  suppress  truth  by  force  of  eloquence 
and  speech. 

But  these  and  the  like  imputations  have  rather  a  countenance 
of  gravity  than  any  ground  of  justice :  for  experience  doth 
warrant  that  both  in  persons  and  in  times  there  hath  been  a 
meeting  and  concurrence  in  learning  and  arms,  flourishing  and 
excelling  in  the  same  men  and  the  same  ages.  For  as  for  men, 
there  cannot  be  a  better  nor  the  like  instance,  as  of  that  pair^ 
Alexander  the  Great  and  Julius  Csesar  the  dictator ;  whereof 
the  one  was  Aristotle's  scholar  in  philosophy,  and  the  other  was 
Cicero's  rival  in  eloquence ;  or  if  any  man  had  rather  call  for 
scholars  that  were  great  generals  than  generals  that  were  great 
scholars,  let  him  take  Epaminondas  the  Theban,  or  Xenophon 
the  Athenian ;  whereof  the  one  was  the  first  that  abated  the 
power  of  Sparta,  and  the  other  was  the  first  that  made  way  to 
the  overtiirow  of  the  monarchy  of  Persia.  And  this  concur- 
rence is  yet  more  visible  in  times  than  in  persons,  by  how  much 
an  age  is  greater  object  than  a  man.  For  both  in  JEgypt, 
Assyria,  Persia,  Grsecia,  and  Rome,  the  same  times  that  are 
most  renowned  for  arms  are  likewise  most  admired  for  learn- 
ing; BO  that  the  greatest  authors  and  philosophers  and  the 
greatest  captains  and  governors  have  lived  in  the  same  ages. 
Neither  can  it  otherwise  be:  for  as  in  man  the  ripeness  of 
strength  of  the  body  and  mind  cometh  much  about  an  age,  save 
that  the  strength  of  the  body  cometh  somewhat  the  more  early ; 
so  in  states,  arms  and  learning,  whereof  the  one  correspondeth 
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to  the  body,  the  other  to  the  soul  of  man,  have  a  concurrence 
or  near  sequence  in  times. 

And  for  matter  of  policy  and  government,  that  learning 
should  rather  hurt  than  enable  thereunto,  is  a  Ihing  very  im* 
probable.  We  see  it  is  accounted  aa  error  to  commit  a  natural 
body  to  empiric  physicians,  which  commonly  have  a  few  pleas- 
ing receits  whereupon  they  are  confident  and  adventurous, 
but  know  neither  the  causes  of  diseases,  nor  the  complexions  of 
patients,  nor  peril  of  accidents,  nor  the  true  method  of  cures. 
"We  see  it  is  a  like  error  tO"  rely  upon  advocates  or  lawyers 
which  are  only  men  of  practice  and  not  grounded  in  their  books, 
who  are  many  times  easily  surprised  when  matter  falleth  out 
besides  their  experience,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  causes  they 
handle.  So  by  like  reason  it  cannot  be  but  a  nuitter  of  doubt- 
ful consequence,  if  states  be  managed  by  empiric  statesmen, 
not  well  mingled  with  men  grounded  in  learning.  But  contra- 
riwise, it  is  ahnost  without  instance  contradictory,  that  ever  * 
any  government  was  disastrous  that  was  in  the  hands  of  learned 
governors.  For  howsoever  it  hath  been  ordinary  with  politic 
men  to  extenuate  and  disable  learned  men  by  the  names  of 
Pedantes;  yet  in  the  records  of  time  it  appeareth  in  many 
particulars,  that  the  governments  of  princes  in  minority  (not- 
withstanding the  infinite  disadvantage  of  that  kind  of  state) 
have  nevertheless  excelled  the  government  of  princes  of  mature 
age,  even  for  that  .reason  which  they  seek  to  traduce,  which 
is,  that  by  that  occasion  the  state  hath  been  in  the  hands  of 
Pedantes :  for  so  was  the  state  of  Rome  for  the  first  five  years, 
which  are  sq  much  magnified,  during  the  minority  of  Kero,  in 
the  hands  of  Seneca,  a  Pedanti :  so  it  was  again  for  ten  years 
space  or  more,  during  the  minority  of  Gordianus  the  younger, 
with  great  applause  and  contentation  in  the  hands  of  Misitheus, 
a  Pedanti:  so  was  it  before  that,  in  the  minority  of  Alexander 
Severus,  in  like  happiness,  in  hands  not  much  unlike,  by 
reason  of  the  rule  of  the  women,  who  were  aided  by  the 
teachers  and  preceptors.  Nay  let  a  man  look  into  the  govern- 
ment of  the  bishops  of  Rome,  as  by  name  into  the  government 
of  Pius  Quintus  and  Sextus  Quintus  in  our  times,  who  were 
both  at  their  entrance  esteemed  but  as  pedantical  friars,  and  he 
shall  find  that  such  popes  do  greater  things,  and  proceed  upon 

V  So  in  allthe  editions. 
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traer  principles  of  estate,  than  those  which  have  ascended  to 
the  papacy  from  an  education  and  breeding  in  affairs  of  estate 
and  courts  of  princes ;  for  although  men  bred  in  learning 
are  perhaps  to  seek  in  points  of  convenience  and  accommo- 
dating for  the  present,  which  the  Italians  call  ragioni  di  stato, 
whereof  the  same  Pius  Quintus  could  not  hear  spoken  with 
patience,  terming  them  inventions  against  religion  and  the 
moral  virtues ;  yet  on  the  other  side,  to  recompense  that,  they 
are  perfect  in  those  same  plain  grounds  of  religion,  justice, 
honour,  and  moral  virtue ;  which  if  they  be  well  and  watch- 
fully  pursued,  there  will  be  seldom  use  of  those  other,  no  more 
than  of  physic  in  a  sound  or  well-dieted  body.  Neither  can 
the  experience  of  one  man^s  life  furnish  examples  and  prece- 
dents for  the  events  of  one  man's  life :  for  as  it  happeneth 
sometimes  that  the  grandchild  or  other  descendant  resembleth 
the  ancestor  more  than  the  son ;  so  many  times  occurrences 
of  present  times  may  sort  better  with  ancient  examples  than 
wifli  those  of  the  later  or  immediate  times :  and  lastly,  the  wit 
of  one  man  can  no  more  countervail  learning  than  one  man's 
means  can  hold  way  with  a  common  purse. 

And  as  for  those  particular  seducements  or  indispositions  of 
the  mind  for  policy  and  government,  which  learning  is  pre- 
tended to  insinuate ;  if  it  be  granted  that  any  such  thing  be, 
it  must  be  remembered  withal,  that  learning  ministereth  in 
every  of  them  greater  strength  of  medicine  or  remedy,  than  it 
offereth  cause  of  indisposition  or  infirmity.  For  if  by  a  secret 
operation  it  make  men  perplexed  and  irresolute,  on  the  other 
side  by  plain  precept  it  teacheth  them  when  and  upon  what 
ground  to  resolve ;  yea,  and  how  to  carry  things  in  suspense 
without  prejudice  till  they  resolve.  If  it  make  men  positive 
and  regular,  it  teacheth  them  what  things  are  in  their  nature 
demonstrative,  and  what  are  conjectural ;  and  as  well  the  use  of 
distinctions  and  exceptions,  as  the  latitude  of  principles  and 
rules.  If  it  mislead  by  disproportion  or  dissimilitude  of  ex- 
amples, it  teacheth  men  the  force  of  circumstances,  the  errors 
of  comparisons,  and  all  the  cautions  of  application;  so  that  in 
all  these  it  doth  rectify  more  effectually  than  it  can  pervert. 
And  these  medicines  it  conveyeth  into  men's  minds  much 
more  forcibly  by  the  quickness  and  penetration  of  examples. 
For  let  a  man  look  into  the  errors  of  Clement  the  seventh,  so 
lively  described  by  Guicciardine,  who  served  under  him,  or 


i 
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into  the  errors  of  Cicero  painted  out  by  his  own  pencil  in 
hb  epistles  to  Atticus,  and  he  will  fly  apace  from  being  irreso*- 
lute«  Let  him  look  into  the  errors  of  Phocion,  and  he  will 
beware  how  he  be  obstinate  or  inflexible.  Let  him  but  read 
the  fable  of  Ixion,  and  it  will  hold  him  from  being  vaporous  or 
imaginative.  Let  him  look  into  the  errors  of  Cato  the  ^econd^ 
and  he  will  never  be  one  of  the  Antipodes^  to  tread  opposite  to 
the  present  world* 

And  for  the  conceit  that  learning  should  dispose  men  to 
leisure  and  privateness^  and  make  men  slothful;  it  were  a 
strange  thing  if  that  which  accustometh  the  mind  to  a  perpetual 
motion  and  agitation  should  induce  slothfulness ;  whereas  con- 
trariwise it  may  be  truly  affirmed  that  no  kind  of  men  love 
business  for  itself  but  those  that  are  learned ;  for  other  per- 
sons love  it  for  profit,  as  an  hireling  that  loves  the  work  for 
the  wages ;  or  for  honour,  as  because  it  beareth  them  up  in  the 
eyes  of  men,  and  refresheth  their  reputation  which  otherwise 
would  wear;  or  because  it  puttetb  them  in  mind  of  their  for- 
tune, and  giveth  them  occasion  to  pleasure  and  displeasure; 
or  because  it  ezerciseth  some  fiiculty  wherein  they  take  pride, 
and  so  entertaineth  them  in  good  humour  and  pleasing  conceits 
toward  themselves ;  or  because  it  advanceth  any  other  their 
ends.  So  that  as  it  is  said  of  untrue  valours  that  some  men's 
valours  are  in  the  eyes  of  them  that  look  on,  so  such  men's 
industries  are  in  the  eyes  of  olliers,  or  at  least  in  regard  of 
their  own  designments  * ;  only  learned  men  love  business  as 
an  action  according  to  nature,  as  agreeable  to  health  of  mind 
as  exercise  is  to  health  of  body,  taking  pleasure  in  the  action 
itself,  and  not  in  the  purchase :  so  that  of  all  men  they  are  the 
most  indefatigable,  if  it  be  towards  any  business  which  can 
hold  or  detain  their  mind. 

And  if  any  man  be  laborious  in  reading  and  study  and  yet 
idle  in  business  and  action,  it  groweth  from  some  weakness  of 
body  or  softness  of  spirit,  such  as  Seneca  speaketh  of;  Quidam 
tarn  sunt  umbratUeSy  ut  putent  in  turbido  esse  quicquid  in  luce 
esty  [there  are  some  men  so  fond  of  the  shade,  that  they  think 
they  are  in  trouble  whenever  they  are  in  the  light;]  and  not  of 
learning.    Well  may  it  be  that  such  a  point  of  a  man's  nature 

*  t.  e.  they  have  for  their  ol^ect  either  the  applause  of  others  or  some  inward  gratis 
flcation  of  their  owiu  (hoe  tndentur  agere,  avt  tU  alii  plavdantf  out  ut  ipri  intra  te 
gewtiarU. 
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may  make  him  give  liimself  to  learning,  but  it  is  not  learning 
that  breedeth  any  such  point  in  his  nature. 

And  that  learning  should  take  up  too  much  time  or  leisure; 
I  answer,  the  most  active  or  busy  man  that  hath  been  or  can 
be  hath  (no  question)  many  vacant  times  of  leisure,  while  he 
expecteth  the  tides  and  returns  of  business,  (except  he  be  either 
tedious  and  of  no  dispatch,  or  lightly  and  imworthily  ambitious 
to  meddle  in  things  that  may  be  better  done  by  others;) 
and  then  llie  question  is  but  how  those  spaces  and  times 
of  leisure  shall  be  filled  and  spent;  whether  in  pleasures  or  in 
studies ;  as  was  well  answered  by  Demosthenes  to  his  adversary 
jSBschines  ^  that  was  a  man  given  to  pleasure,  and  told  him 
that  his  orations  did  smell  of  the  lamp:  Indeed  (said  Demo< 
sthenes)  there  is  a  great  difference  between  the  things  that  you 
and  Idobg  lamp-light  So  as  no  man  need  doubt  that  learn* 
ing  will  expulse  business ;  but  rather  it  will  keep  and  defend 
the  possession  of  the  mind  against  idleness  and  pleasure,  which 
otherwise  at  unawares  may  enter  to  the  prejudice  of  both. 

Again,  for  that  other  conceit  that  learning  should  undermine 
the  reverence  of  laws  and  government,  it  is  assuredly  a  mere 
depravation  and  calumny  without  all  shadow  of  truth.  For  to 
say  that  a  blind  custom  of  obedience  should  be  a  stirer  obliga- 
tion than  duty  taught  and  understood,  it  is  to  affirm  that  a 
blind  man  may  tread  surer  by  a  guide  than  a  seeing  man  can 
*  by  a  light.  And  it  is  without  all  controversy  that  learning 
doth  make  the  minds  of  men' gentle,  generous,  maniable,  and 
pliant  to  government;  whereas  ignorance  makes  them  churlish, 
thwart,  and  mutinous :  and  the  evidence  of  time  doth  clear 
this  assertion,  considering  that  the  most  barbarous,  rude,  and 
unlearned  times  have  been  most  subject  to  tumults,  seditions, 
and  changes. 

And  as  to  the  judgment  of  Cato  the  Censor,  he  was  well 
punished  for  his  blasphemy  against  learning,  in  the  same  kind 
wherein  he  offended  i  for  when  he  was  past  threescore  years 
old,  he  was  taken  with  an  extreme  desire  to  go  to  school 
again  and  to  learn  the  Greek  tongue,  to  the  end  to  peruse 
the  Greek  authors ;  which  doth  well  demonstrate,  that  his  for- 
mer censure  of  the  Grecian  learning  was  rather  an  affected 
gravity,  than  according  to  the  inward  sense  of  his  own  opinion. 
And  B$  for  Virgil's  verses,  though  it  pleased  him  to  brave  the 

I  Fyttiets,  according  io  Plutarch. 
VOL.  III.  T 
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world  in  takmg  to  the  BomanB  the  art  of  empre»  and  leaTing 
to  odiers  the  arts  of  eubjects;  yet  bo  mnch  is  manifest,  that  the 
Romans  never  ascended  to  that  height  of  empire  till  the  time 
the  J  had  ascended  to  the  height  of  other  arts ;  for  in  the  time 
of  the  two  first  Csesars,  whicK  had  the  art  of  government  in 
greatest  perfection,  there  lived  the  best  poet,  Yirgilius  Maro; 
the  best  historiographer,  Titos  Livius;  the  best  antiquary, 
Marcus  Varro;  and  the  best,  or  second  orator,  Marcus  Cicero, 
that  to  the  memory  of  man  are  known.  As  for  the  accusation 
of  Socrates,  the  time  must  be  remembered  when  it  was  prose- 
cuted; which  was  under  the  thirty  tyrants,  the  most  base, 
bloody,  and  envious  persons  that  have  governed ;  which  revo- 
lution of  state  was  no  sooner  over,  but  Socrates,  whom  they 
had  made  a  person  criminal,  was  made  a  person  heroical,  and 
his  memory  accumulate  with  honours  divine  and  human ;  and 
those  discourses  of  his,  which  were  then  termed  corrupting  of 
manners,  were  after  acknowledged  for  sovereign  medicines  of 
the  mind  and  manners,  and  so  have  been  received  ever  since 
till  this  day.  Let  this  therefore  serve  for  answer  to  politiques, 
which  in  their  humorous  severity  or  in  their  feigned  gravity 
have  presumed  to  throw  imputations  upon  learning ;  which  re^ 
dargution  nevertheleBs  (save  that  we  know  not  whether  our 
labours  may  extend  to  other  ages)  were  not  needful  for  the 
present,  in  regard  of  the  love  and  reverence  towards  learning 
which  the  example  and  countenance  of  two  so  learned  princes, 
queen  Elizabeth  and  your  Majesty,  being  as  Castor  and  Pollux, 
lucida  sidera^  stars  of  excellent  light  and  most  benign  influence, 
haih  wrought  in  all  men  of  place  and  authority  in  our  nation. 

Now  therefore  we  come  to  that  third  sort  of  discredit 
or  diminution  of  credit,  that  groweth  unto  learning  from 
learned  men  themselves,  which  commonly  deaveth  fastest  It 
is  either  from  their  fortune,  or  from  their  manners,  or  from  the 
nature  of  their  studies.  For  the  first,  it  is  not  in  their  power ; 
and 'the  second  is  accidental;  the  third  only  is  proper  to  be 
handled.  But  because  we  are  not  in  hand  with  true  measure, 
but  with  popular  estimation  and  conceit,  it  is  not  amiss  to  speak 
somewhat  of  the  two  former.  The  derogations  therefore  which 
grow  to  learning  from  the  fortune  or  condition  of  learned  men, 
are  either  in  respect  of  scarcity  of  means,  or  in  respect  of 
privateness  of  life  and  meanness  of  employments. 
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Concerning  want^  and  that  it  is  the  case  of  learned  men 
osoallj  to  begin  with  little  and  not  to  grow  rich  so  fast  as 
other  men,  by  reason  they  convert  not  their  labours  chiefly  to 
lucre  and  increase ;  it  were  good  to  leave  the  conmion  place 
in  conunendation  of  poverty  to  some  friar  to  handle  ^,  to  whom 
much  was  attributed  by  Machiavel  in  this  point,  when  he  said, 
niat  the  kingdom  of  the  clergy  had  been  long  before  at  an  end, 
if  the  reputation  and  reverence  towards  the  poverty  offriare  had 
not  borne  out  the  scandal  of  the  superfluitiee  and  excesses  of  bi^ 
shops  and  prelates.  So  a  man  might  say  that  the  felicity  and 
delicacy  of  princes  and  great  persons  had  long  since  turned 
to  rudeness  and  barbarism,  if  the  poverty  of  learning  had  not 
kept  up  civility  and  honour  of  life.  But  without  any  such 
advantages,  it  is  worthy  the  observation  what  a  reverend  and 
honoured  thing  poverty  of  fortune  was  for  some  ages  in  the 
Boman  state,  which  neveriheless  was  a  state  without  para- 
doxes. For  we  see  what  Titus  Livius  saith  in  his  introduc- 
tion :  CcBterum  aut  me  amor  negotii  suseepti  falliti  aut  nulla  fm- 
quam  respublica  nee  majors  nee  sanetior,  nee  bonis  exemplis  ditior 
fuit;  nee  in  quam  tarn  seres  avaritia  luxuriaque  immigraverint ; 
nee  ubi  tantus  ac  tarn  din  paupertati ae  parsimonUe  honosfuerit: 
[that  if  afiection  for  his  subject  did  not  deceive  him,  there 
was  never  any  state  in  the  world  either  greater  or  purer  or 
richer  in  good  examples;  never  any  into  which  avarice  and  luxury 
made  their  way  so  late ;  never  any  in  which  poverty  and  fru- 
gality were  for  so  long  a  time  held  in  so  great  honour].  We 
see  likewise,  after  that  the  state  of  Home  was  not  itself  but 
did  degenerate,  how  that  person  that  took  upon  him  to  be  coun- 
sellor to  Julius  Cflssar  after  his  victory,  where  to  b^n  his 
restoration  of  the  state,  maketh  it  of  all  points  the  most  sum- 
mary to  take  away  the  estimation  of  wealth :  Verum  hac  et 
omnia  mala  pariter  cum  honore  pecuniae  desinent ;  si  neque  magi" 
stratus  J  neque  alia  vulgo  cupienda,  venalia  erunt :  [but  these  and 
all  other  evils  (he  says)  will  cease  as  soon  as  the  worship  of 
money  ceases ;  which  wiU  come  to  pass  when  neither  magistra- 
cies nor  other  things  that  are  objects  of  desire  to  the  vulgar 
shall  be  to  be  had  for  money].  To  conclude  this  point,  as  it 
was  truly  said  that  rubor  est  virtutis  color,  [a  blush  is  virtue's 
colour,]  though  sometime  it  come  froo)  vice;  so  it  may  be  fitly 
said  that  paupertas  est  virtutis  fortuna,  [poverty  is  virtue's  for- 

>  Patribui  mendicantibus  (pace  eonim  dixerim).— Z>e  Auff, 
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tnne^]  though  sometune  it  may  proceed  fi^m  nuBgoveminent 
and  accident.  Surely  Salomon  hath  pronounced  it^  both  in  cen- 
sure^ Qui  festinai  ad  dhitias  nan  erit  insans,  [he  that  maketh 
haste  to  be  rich  shall  not  be  innocent ;]  and  in  precept.  Buy  the 
truth,  and  sett  it  not;  and  so  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  ;  judging 
that  means  were  to  be  spent  upon  learning,  and  not  learning 
to  be  applied  to  means.  And  as  for  the  privateness  or  obscure- 
ness  (as  it  may  be  in  yulgar  estimation  accounted)  of  life  of  P 

contemplative  men ;  it  is  a  theme  so  conmion  to  extol  a  pri-  f 

vate  life,  not  taxed  with  sensuality  and  sloth,  in  comparison  / 

and  to  the  disadvantage  of  a  dvil  life,  for  safety,  liberty,  plear 
sure,  and  dignity,  or  at  least  freedom  from  indignity,  as  no 
man  handleth  it  but  handleth  it  well ;  such  a  consonancy  it 
hath  to  men's  conceits  in  the  expressing  and  to  men's  consents 
in  the  allowing.  This  only  I  will  add,  that  learned  men  for- 
gotten in  states,  and  not  living  in  the  eyes  of  men,  are  like 
the  images  of  Casuus  and  Brutus  in  the  funeral  of  Junia ;  of 
which  not  being  represented,  as  many  others  were,  Tacitus 
saith,  Eo  ipso  prtRfulgebant^  quod  nan  visebantur;  [they  had  the 
preeminence  over  all — in  being  left  out]. 

And  for  meanness  of  employment,  that  which  is  most  traduced 
to  contempt  is  that  the  government  of  youth  is  commonly 
allotted  to  them ;  which  age,  because  it  is  the  age  of  least 
authority,  it  is  transferred  to  the  disesteeming  of  diose  employ- 
ments wherein  youth  is  conversant,  and  which  are  conversant  j 
about  youth.  But  how  unjust  this  traducement  is  (if  you  will 
reduce  things  from  popularity  of  opinion  to  measure  of  reason) 
may  appear  in  that  we  see  men  are  more  curious  what  they  put 
into  a  new  vessel  than  into  a  vessel  seasoned,  and  what  mould, 
they  lay  about  a  young  plant  than  about  a  plant  corroborate ; 
so  as  the  weakest  terms  and  times  of  all  things  use  to  have  the 
best  applications  and  helps.  And  will  you  hearken  to  the 
Hebrew  Babbins?  Your  young  men  shall  see  visions,  and  your 
old  men  shall  dream  dreams ;  say  they  >  youth  is  the  worthier 
age,  for  that  visions  are  nearer  apparitions  of  God  than  dreams. 
And  let  it  be  noted,  that  howsoever  the  conditions  of  life  of 
Pedantes  have'  been  scorned  upon  theatres,  as  the  ape  of 
tyranny;  and  that  the  modem  looseness  or  negligence  hath 

>  So  the  origlnaL    Edd.  1629  and  1638  have  M«.    The  meaning  is, «« upon  tiiJa  teit 
they  Obeenre,"  Ufu{Exhoc  Uxtu  edUgwi.) 
*  So  ed.  1683.     The  origtaial  has  haih. 
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taken  no  due  regard  to  the  choice  of  school-masters  and  tutors; 
yet  the  ancient  wisdom  of  the  best  times  did  always  make  a 
just  complaint  that  states  were  too  busy  with  their  laws  and 
too  negligent  in  point  of  education:  which  excellent  part 
of  ancient  discipline  hath  been  in  some  sort  reyived  of  late 
times  by  the  colleges  of  the  Jesuits ;  of  whom^  altiiough  in 
regard  of  their  superstition  I  may  say,  quo  meliores,  eo  deteri" 
ores^y  [the  better  tiie  worse ;]  yet  in  regard  of  this,  and  some 
otiier  points  concerning  human  learning  and  moral  matters,  I 
may  say,  as  Agesilaus  said  to  his  enemy  Phamabazus,  talis 
quum  sis,  utinam  noster  esses ,  [they  are  so  good  that  I  wish 
they  were  on  our  side].  And  tiius  much  touching  the  dis- 
credits drawn  from  the  fortunes  of  learned  men. 

As  touching  the  manners  of  learned  men,  it  is  a  thing  per- 
sonal and  individual :  and  no  doubt  there  be  amongst  them,  as 
in  otiier  professions,  of  all  temperatures :  but  yet  so  as  it  is 
not  without  truth  which  is  said,  that  abeunt  studia  in  mares, 
studies  have  an  influence  and  operation  upon  the  manners  of 
those  tiiat  are  conversant  in  them.' 

But  upon  an  attentive  and  indifierent  review,  I  for  my  part 
cannot  find  any  disgrace  to  learning  can  proceed  from  the 
manners  of  learned  men;  not  inherent  to  them  as  they  are 
learned ' ;  except  it  be  a  fault  (wluch  was  the  supposed  fault 
of  Demosthenes,  Cicero,  Cato  the  second,  Seneca,  and  many 
more)  that  because  the  times  they  read  of  are  commonly  better 
tiian  the  times  they  live  in,  and  the  duties  taught  better  than 
the  duties  practised,  they  contend  sometimes  too  far  to  bring 
things  to  perfection,  and  to  reduce  the  corruption  of  manners 
to  honesty  of  precepts  or  examples  of  too  great  height.  And 
yet  hereof  they  have  caveats  enough  in  their  own  walks.  For 
Solon,  when  he  was  asked  whether  he  had  given  his  citizens 
the  best  laws,  answered  wisely.  Yea  of  such  as  they  would 

'  This  parenthesis  is  omitted  in  the  translation,  no  doubt  as  offensive  to  the  Boman 
Catholics.  Several  other  passages  of  the  same  kind  occur  in  the  Adva$teemeni,  and 
they  are  all  treated  in  the  same  way.  The  motive  for  which  is  suffldently  ezpUdned 
by  Bacon  himself  in  the  letter  which  he  sent  to  the  King  along  with  the  De  Augmentit. 
- 1  have  been  also  (he  says)  mine  own  Index  Expwgatoritu^  that  it  may  be  read  in 
all  places.  For  since  my  end  of  putting  it  into  Latin  was  to  have  it  read  everywheret 
it  had  been  an  absurd  contradiction  to  free  it  in  the  language  and  to  pen  it  up  in  the 
matter."  Mr.  Ellis  made  a  Ust  of  these  passages,  which  will  be  noticed  in  their  pUuxsi 
The  word  cMtny  in  the  next  clause  Is  omitted,  probably  firom  the  same  motive. 

*  And  that  leamhig  (the  translation  adds),  unless  the  mind  into  which  it  enters  be 
much  depraved,  corrects' the  natural  disposition  and  changes  it  for  the  better* 

'  t.  e.  not  [I  mean,  firom  such  manners  as  are]  inherent,  Sec  (fivAm  oceurrit  dedeau 
liUrit,  ex  literatormm  moribui,  quatmui  smU  Uterati,  ad&twenM,} 
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receive :  and  Plaio^  finding  that  his  own  heart  could  not  agree 
with  the  corrupt  manners  of  his  country,  refused  to  bear  place 
or  office ;  saying.  That  a  mead  country  was  to  be  used  as  his 
parents  were,  that  is,  with  humble  persuasions,  and  not  with  conr 
testations :  and  Caesar's  counsellor  put  in  the  same  caveat,  Non 
ad  Vetera  instituta  revocans  qum  jampridem  corruptis  moribus 
ludibrio  sunt :  [not  to  attempt  to  bring  things  back  to  the  original 
instituliont  now  that  by  reason  of  the  corruption  of  manners 
the  ancient  simplicity  and  purity  had  fallen  into  contempt :] 
and  Cicero  noteth  this  error  directly  in  Cato  the  second,  when 
he  writes  to  his  firiend  Atticus ;  Cato  optime  sentit,  sed  nocet 
interdum  reipvblioB ;  loquitur  enim  tanquam  in  republica  Phr 
tonis,non  tanquam  in  face  Romuli :  [Cato  means  excellently 
well;  but  he  does  hurt  sometimes  to  the  state;  for  he  talks 
as  if  it  were  Plato's  republic  that  we  are  living  in,  and  not 
the  dregs  of  Bomulus:]  and  the  same  Cicero  doth  excuse  and 
expound  the  philosophers  for  going  too  far  and  being  too  exact 
in  their  prescripts,  when  he  saith,  Isti  ipsi  prtBceptores  virtutis 
et  magistri  videntur  fines  officiorum  paulo  longius  quam  natura 
veUet  protulisse,  ut  cum  ad  ultimum  animo  contendissemus,  ibi 
tamen,  ubi  oportet,  consisteremus :  [that  they  had  set  the  points 
of  duty  somewhat  higher  than  nature  would  well  bear;  mean- 
ing belike  to  allow  for  shortcomings,  and  that  our  endeavours 
aiming  beyond  the  mark  and  falling  short,  should  light  at  the 
right  place:]  and  yet  himself  might  have  said,  Monitis  sum 
minor  ipse  meis,  [that  he  fell  short  of  his  own  precepts] ;  for  it 
was  his  own  fault,  though  not  in  so  extreme  a  degree. 

Another  fault  likewise  much  of  this  kind  hath  been  incident 
to  learned  men ;  which  is,  that  they  have  esteemed  the  pre- 
servation, good,  and  honour  of  their  countries  or  masters  before 
their  own  fortunes  or  safeties.  For  so  saith  Demosthenes  unto 
the  Athenians :  If  it  please  you  to  note  it,  my  counsels  unto  you 
care  not  such  whereby  I  should  grow  great  amongst  you,  and  you 
become  little  amongst  tJie  Grecians :  but  they  be  of  thai  nature,  as 
they  are  sometimes  not  good  for  me  to  give,  but  are  always  good 
for  you  to  follow.  And  so  Seneca,  after  he  had  consecrated 
that  Q^inquennium  Neronis  to  the  eternal  glory  of  learned  go- 
vernors, held  on  his  honest  and  loyal  course  of  good  and  free 
counsel,  after  his  master  grew  extremely  corrupt  in  his  go- 
vernment Ndther  can  this  point  otherwise  be ;  for  learning 
endueth  men's  minds  with  a  true  sense  of  the  frailty  of  their 
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persons,  the  casualty  of  their  fortimeSj  and  the  dignity  of  their 
soul  and  vocation ;  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  esteem 
that  any  greatness  of  their  own  fortune  can  be  a  true  or  worthy 
end  of  their  being  and  ordainment;  and  therefore  are  desirous 
to  give  their  account  to  God,  and  so  likewise  to  their  masters 
under  God  (as  kings  and  the  states  .that  they  serve),  in  these 
words ;  Ecce  tibi  lucrefect,  and  not  JScce  mihi  lucrefeci,  ['  Lo,  I 
have  gained  for  thee/  not  '  Lo,  I  have  gained  for  myself:  *] 
whereas  the  corrupter  sort  of  mere  politiques,  that  have  not 
their  thoughts  established  by  learning  in  the  love  and  appre- 
.faension  of  duty,  nor  never  look  abroad  into  universality,  do 
^  (  refer  all  things  to  themselves,  and  thrust  themselves  into  the 
centre  of  the  world,  as  if  all  lines  should  meet  in  them  and 
their  fortunes ;  never  caring  in  all  tempests  what  becomes  of 
the  ship  of  estates,  so  they  may  save  themselves  in  the  cockboat 
of  their  own  fortune)^  whereas  men  that  fed  the  weight  of 
duty,  and  know  the  limits  of  self*love,  use  to  make  good  their 
places  and  duties,  though  with  periL  And  if  they  stand  in 
seditious  and  violent  alterations,  it  is  rather  the  reverence  which 
many  times  both  adverse  parts  do  give  to  honesty,  than  any 
versatile  advantage  of  their  own  carriage.  But  for  this  point 
of  tender  sense  and  fast  obligation  of  duty,  which  learning  doth 
endue  the  mind  withal,  howsoever  fortune  may  tax  it  and 
many  in  the  depth  of  their  corrupt  principles  may  despise  it, 
yet  it  will  receive  an  open  allowance,  and  therefore  needs  the 
less  disproof  or  excusation. 

Another  fisiult  incident  commonly  to  learned  men,  which  may 
be  more  probably  defended  than  truly  denied,  is  that  they  fidl 
sometimes  in  applying  themselves  to  particular  persons ;  which 
want  of  exact  application  ariseth  from  two  causes;  the  one, 
because  the  largeness  of  their  mind  can  hardly  confine  itself  to 
dwell  in  the  exquisite  observation  or  examination  of  the  nature 
and  customs  of  one  person :  for  it  is  a  speech  for  a  lover  and 
not  for  a  wise  man.  Satis  magnum  alter  alteri  theatrum  nanus, 
[each  is  to  other  a  theatre  large  enough].  Nevertheless  I 
shall  yield,  that  he  that  cannot  contract  the  sight  of  his  mind 
as  well  as  disperse  and  dilate  it,  wanteih  a  great  faculty.  But 
there  is  a  second  cause,  which  iis  no  inability  but  a  rejection 
upon  choice  and  judgment  For  the  honest  and  just  bounds  of 
observation  by  one  person  xipon  another  extend  no  farther  but 
to  understand  him  sujfficiently,  whereby  not  to  give  him  offence^ 

T  4 
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tur  whereby  to  "be  able  to  give  him  fidlhfiil  oounael,  or  whereby 
to  stand  upon  reasonable  guard  and  caution  in  respeet  of  m 
nuin's  self:  but  to  be  speculative  into  another  maUi  to  the  end 
to  know  how  to  work  him  or  wind  him  or  govern  him^  pro- 
eeedeth  from  a  heart  that  is  double  and  cloven,  and  not  entire 
and  ingenuous ;  which  as  in  friendship  it  is  want  of  int^rity, 
so  towards  princes  or  superiors  is  want  of  duty.  For  the 
custom  of  the  Levant,  which  is,  that  subjects  do  forbear  to 
gaze  or  fix  their  eyes  upon  princes,  is  in  the  outward  ceremony 
barbarous ;  but  the  moral  is  good :  for  men  ought  not  by  cun-* 
mng  and  bent  observations  to  pierce  and  penetrate  into  the 
hearts  of  kings,  which  the  Scripture  hath  declared  to  be  inscru-* 
table. 

There  is  yet  another  fault  (with  which  I  will  conclude  this 
part)  which  is  often  noted  in  learned  men,  that  they  do  many 
times  fiul  to  observe  decency  and  discretion  in  their  beha* 
viour  and  carriage,  and  commit  errors  in  small  and  ordi- 
nary points  of  action ;  so  as  the  vulgar  sort  of  capacities  do 
make  a  judgment  of  them  in  greater  matters  by  that  which 
they  find  wanting  in  them  in  smaller.  But  this  consequence 
doth  oft  deceive  men ;  for  which  I  do  refer  them  over  to  that 
which  was  said  by  Thenustodes,  arrogantly  and  uncivilly  being 
applied  to  himself  out  of  his  own  mouth,  but  being  applied  to 
the  general  state  of  this  question  pertinently  and  justiy;  when 
being  invited  to  touch  a  lute,  he  said  lie  could  notjiddk,  but  he 
could  make  a  small  town  a  great  state.  So  no  doubt  many  may 
be  well  seen  in  the  passages  of  government  and  policy,  whidi 
are  to  seek  in  little  and  punctual  occasions.  I  refer  ihem  also 
to  that  which  Plato  said  of  his  master  Socrates,  whom  he  com- 
pared to  the  gallypots  of  apothecaries,  which  on  the  outside  had 
apes  and  owls  and  antiques,  but  contained  within  sovereign 
and  precious  liquors  and  confections ;  acknowledging  that  to 
an  external  report  he  was  not  without  superficial  levities  and 
deformities,  but  was  inwardly  replenished  witii  excellent  virtues 
and  powers.  And  so  much  touching  the  point  of  manners  of 
'learned  men. 

But  in  the  mean  time  I  have  no  purpose  to  give  allowance  to 
some  conditions  and  courses  base  and  unworthy,  wherein  divers 
professors  of  learning  have  wronged  themselves  and  gone  too 
far ;  such  as  were  those  trencher  philosophers,  which  in  the 
later  age  of  the  Boman  state  were  usually  in  the  houses  of 
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great  persons,  being  little  better  than  solemn  parasiteB ;  of 
which  kind,  Lucian  maketh  a  merry  description  of  the  philo- 
sopher that  the  great  lady  took  to  ride  with  her  in  her  coach, 
and  would  needs  have  him  carry  her  little  dog,  which  he  doing 
officiously  and  yet  uncomely,  die  page  scoffed,  and  said.  That 
he  dovAted  the  philosopher  of  a  Stoic  would  turn  to  be  a  Cynic. 
But  above  all  ^e  rest,  the  gross  and  palpable  flattery  where- 
unto  many  (not  unlearned)  have  abased  and  abused  their  wits 
and  pens,  turning  (as  Du  Bartas  saith)  Hecuba  into  Helena 
and  Faustina  into  Lucretia,  hath  most  diminished  the  price  and 
estimation  of  learning.  Neither  is  the  moral  *  dedications  of 
books  and  writings,  as  to  patrons,  to  be  commended :  for  that . 
books  (such  as  are  worthy  the  name  of  books)  ought  to  have 
no  patrons  but  truth  and  reason;  and  the  andent  custom  was  to 
dedicate  them  only  to  private  and  equal  friends,  or  to  intitle 
the  books  with  their  names ;  or  if  to  kings  and  great  persons, 
it  was  to  some  such  as  the  argument  of  the  book  was  fit  and 
proper  for.  But  these  and  the  like  courses  may  deserve  rather 
reprehension  than  defence. 

Not  that  I  can  tax  or  condemn  ihe  morigeration  or  applica- 
tion of  learned  men  to  men  in  fortune.  For  the  answer  was 
good  that  Diogenes  made  to  one  that  asked  him  in  mockery. 
How  it  came  to  pass  that  philosophers  were  the  followers  of  rich 
meny  and  not  rich  men  of  philosophers?  He  answered  soberly, 
and  yet  sharply,  Because  the  one  sort  knew  what  they  had 
need  of  and  the  other  did  not  And  of  the  like  nature  was 
the  answer  which  Aristippus  made,  when  having  a  petition 
to  Dionysius  and  no  ear  given  to  him,  he  fell  down  at  his 
feet,  whereupon  Dionysius  staid  and  gave  him  the  hearing  and 
granted  it ;  and  afterward  some  person  tender  on  the  behalf 
of  philosophy,  reproved  Aristippus  that  he  would  offer  the  pro- 
fession of  philosophy  such  an  indignity,  as  for  a  private  suit 
to  fidl  at  a  tyrant^s  feet :  but  he  answered.  It  was  not  his  fault, 
but  it  was  the  fault  of  Dionysius,  that  had  his  ears  in  his  feet. 
Neither  was  it  accounted  weakness,  but  discretion,  in  him  that 
would  not  dispute  his  best  with  Adrianus  Ciesar;  excusing 
himself,  T^t  it  was  reason  to  yield  to  him  that  commanded  thirty 
legions.  These  and  the  like  applications  and  stooping  to  points 
of  necessily  and  convenience  cannot  be  disallowed ;  for  diough 

*  t.  e.  customary.  AforeM  iiibiiii  neephtm  Ubrot  paHronU  nuna^ptmdU^De  Aug. 
Ed.  1629  hM  modemt. 
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they  may  have  8ome  outward  baseness,  yet  in  a  judgment 
truly  made  they  are  to  be  accounted  submissions  to  the  occar 
sion  and  not  to  the  person. 

Now  I  proceed  to  those  errors  and  vanities  which  have  in- 
tervened amongst  the  studies  themselves  of  the  learned;  which 
is  that  which  is  principal  and  proper  to  the  present  argument; 
wherein  my  purpose  is  not  to  make  a  justification  of  the  er- 
rors, but,  by  a  censure  and  separation  of  the  errors,  to  make 
a  justification  of  that  which  is  good  and  sound,  and  to  deliver 
that  from  the  aspersion  of  the  other.  For  we  see  that  it  is  the 
manner  of  men  to  scandalize  and  deprave  that  which  retaineih 
the  state  and  virtue,  by  taking  advantage  upon  that  which  is 
corrupt  and  degenerate :  as  the  Heathens  in  the  primitive  church 
used  to  blemish  and  taint  the  Christians  with  the  faults  and 
corruptions  of  heretics.  But  nevertheless  I  have  no  meaning 
at  this  time  to  make  any  exact  animadversion  of  the  errors 
and  impediments  in  matters  of  learning  which  are  more  secret 
md  remote  from  vulgar  opinion ;  but  only  to  speak  unto  such 
as  do  fall  under,  or  near  unto,  a  popular  observation. 

There  be  therefore  chiefly  lliree  vanities  in  studies,  whereby 
learning  hath  been  most  traduced.  For  those  things  we  do 
esteem  vain,  which  are  either  false  or  frivolous,  those  which 
either  have  no  truth  or  no  use :  and  those  persons  we  esteem 
vain,  which  are  either  credulous  or  curious;  and  curiosity  is 
either  in  matter  or  words:  so  that  in  reason  as  well  as  in 
experience,  there  fiill  out  to  be  these  three  distempers  (as  I 
may  term  them)  of  learning ;  the  first,  fantastical  learning ; 
the  second,  contentious  learning ;  and  the  last,  delicate  learn- 
ing ;  vain  imaginations,  vain  altercations,  and  vain  affectations; 
and  with  the  last  I  will  begin.^  Martin  Luther,  conducted  (no 
doubt)  by  an  higher  Providence,  but  in  discourse  of  reason 
finding  what  a  province  he  had  undertaken  against  the  Bishop 
of  Home  and  the  degenerate  traditions  of  the  church,  and 
finding  his  own  solitude,  being  no  ways  idded  by  the  opinions 

'  The  postage  which  follows  b  much  curtailed  ia  the  tnunlation ;  no  doubt  for  the 
reason  mentioned  in  note  p.  277.  All  allusion  to  the  •*  higher  Providence,"  the  *'  de- 
generate  traditions  *'  of  the  church,  the  study  of  the  ancient  authors*  and  the  **  pxi- 
mitlTe  but  seeming  new  opinions  **  Is  left  out :  and  we  are  only  told  that  this  dis- 
temper of  luxuriance  of  speech  (though  in  former  times  it  had  been  occasionally  In 
request)  began  to  preyail  very  much  about  the  time  of  Luther;  chiefly  on  account  of 
the  demand  for  fervour  and  eflicacy  of  preaching,  &c.  The  remarks  on  the  style  of 
the  schoolmen,  and  the  hatred  which  at  that  time  began  to  be  conceived  against  them 
are  retained. 
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of  hiB  own  lame,  was  enforced  to  awake  all  antiquity,  and  to 
call  fonner  times  to  his  succors  to  make  a  party  against  the 
present  time ;  so  that  the  ancient  authors,  both  in  divinity  and 
in  humanity,  which  had  long  time  slept  in  libraries,  began 
generally  to  be  read  and  revolved*  This  by  consequence  did 
draw  on  a  necesnty  of  a  more  exquisite  travail  in  the  languages 
original  wherein  those  authors  did  write,  for  the  better  under^ 
standing  of  those  authors  and  the  better  advantage  of  pressing 
and  applying  their  words.  And  thereof  grew  again  a  delight 
in  their  manner  of  style  and  phrase,  and  an  admiration  of  that 
kind  of  writing ;  which  was  much  furthered  and  precipitated 
by  the  enmity  and  opposition  that  the  propounders  of  those 
(primitive  but  seeming  new)  opinions  had  against  the  schoolmen; 
who  were  generally  of  the  contrary  part,  and  whose  writings 
were  altogether  in  a  differing  style  and  form ;  taking  liberty 
to  coin  and  frame  new  terms  of  art  to  express  their  own  sense 
and  to  avoid  circuit  of  speech,  without  regard  to  the  pureness, 
pleasantness,  and  (as  I  may  call  it)  lawfulness  of  the  phrase  or 
word.  And  again,  because  the  great  labour  then  ^  was  with  the 
people,  (of  whom  the  Pharisees  were  wont  to  say,  Execrabilis 
ista  turba,  qucs  nan  navit  legem^  [the  wretched  crowd  that  has 
not  known  the  law,]  for  the  winning  and  persuading  of  them, 
there  grew  of  necessity  in  chief  price  and  request  eloquence 
and  variety  of  discourse,  as  the  fit^^st  and  forciblest  access  into 
the  capacity  of  the  vtdgar  wd^^J^  that  these  four  causes 
concurring,  the  admiration  of  Sclent  authors,  the  hate  of  the 
schoolmen,  the  exact  study  of  languages,  and  the  efficacy  of 
preaching,  did  bring  in  an  affectionate  study  of  eloquence  and 
copie  of  speech,  which  then  began  to  flourisLp^^his  grew 
speedily  to  an  excess ;  for  men  began  to  hunt  more  after  words 
than  matter ;  and  more  after  the  choiceness  of  the  phrase,  and 
the  round  and  clean  composition  of  the  sentence,  and  the  sweet 
falling  of  the  clauses,  and  the  varying  and  Ulustration  of  their 
works  with  tropes  and  figures,  than  after  the  weight  of  matter, 
worth  of  subject,  soundness  of  argument,  life  of  invention,  or 
depth  of  judgment.  Then  grew  the  flowing  and  watery  vein 
of  Osorius,  the  Portugal  bishop,  to  be  in  price.  Then  did 
Stnrmius  spend  such  infinite  and  curious  pains  upon  Cicero 
the  orator  and  Hermogenes  the  rhetorician,  besides  his  own 

'  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.    The  original  baa  that  Aen, 
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books  of  periods  and  imitation  and  the  like.  Then  did  C^i\ 
of  Cambridge,  and  Ascham,  with  their  lectures  and  writings, 
abnost  deify  Cicero  and  Demosthenes,  and  allure  all  young 
men  that  were  studious  imto  that  delicate  and  polished  kind 
of  learning.  Then  did  Erasmus  take  occasion  to  make  the 
scoffing  echo ;  Decern  annos  consumpst  in  Ugendo  Cicerone,  [I 
have  spent  ten  years  in  reading  Cicero:]  and  the  echo  answered 
in  Greek,  one,  Asine.  Then  grew  the  learning  of  the  school* 
men  to  be  utterly  despised  as  barbarous.  In  sum,  the  whole 
inclination  and  bent  of  those  times  was  rather  towards  copie 
than  weight 

Here  therefore  [is]  the  first  distemper  of  learning,  when 
men  study  words  and  not  matter:  whereof  though  I  have 
represented  an  example  of  late  times,  yet  it  hath  been  and 
will  be  eecundum  mqjus  et  minuM  in  all  time.  And  how  is  it 
possible  but  this  should  have  an  operation  to  discredit  learn- 
ing, even  with  vulgar  capacities,  when  they  see  learned  men's 
works  like  the  first  letter  of  a  patent  or  limned  book;  which 
though  it  hath  lai^e  flourishes,  yet  it  is  but  a  letter?  It  seems 
to  me  that  Pygmalion's  frenzy  is  a  good  emblem  or  portraiture 
of  this  vanity:  for  words  are  but  the  images  of  matter;  and 
except  they  have  life  of  reason  and  invention,  to  fall  in  love 
with  them  is  all  one  as  to  fall  in  love  with  a  picture. 

But  yet  notwithstanding  it  is  a  thing  not  hastily  to  be  con* 
demned,  to  clothe  and  adorn  the  obscmrity  even  of  philosophy 
itself  with  sensible  and  plausible  elocution.  For  hereof  we  have 
great  examples  in  Xenophon,  Cicero,  Seneca,  Plutarch,  and  of 
Plato  also  in  some  degree ;  and  hereof  likewise  there  is  great 
use ;  for  surely  to  the  severe  inquisition  of  truth,  and  the  deep 
progress  into  philosophy,  it  is  some  hinderance ;  because  it  is 
too  early  satisfactory  to  the  mind  of  man,  and  quencheth  the 
desire  of  further  search,  before  we  come  to  a  just  period ;  but 
then  if  a  man  be  to  have  any  use  of  such  knowledge  in  civil 
occasions,  of  conference,  counsel,  persuasion,  discourse,  or  the 
like;  then  shall  he  find  it  prepared  to  his  hands  in  those 
authors  which  write  in  that  manner.  But  the  excess  of  this 
is  so  justly  contemptible,  that  as  Hercules,  when  he  saw  the 
image  of  Adonis,  Venus'  minion,  in  a  temple,  said  in  disdain, 
NU  sacri  es,  [you  are  no  divinity ;]  so  there  is  none  of  Her- 
cules' followers  in  learning,  that  is,  the  more  severe  and  la- 
borious sort  of  inquirers  into  truth,  but  will  despise  those 
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delicaoieB  and  affectations^  as  indeed  capable  of  ivo  divineness.' 
And  thus  much  of  the  first  disease  or  distemper  of  learning. 

The  second,  which  followeih,  is  in  nature  worse  than  the 
former;  for  as  substance  of  matter  is  better  than  beauty  of 
words,  so  contrariwise  yain  matter  is  worse  than  vain  words : 
wherein  it  seemeth  the  reprehension  of  St.  Paul  was  not  only 
proper  for  those  times,  but  prophetical  for  the  tim^s  following ; 
and  not  only  respective  to  divinity,  but  extensive  to  all  know- 
1  ledge:    Devita  profanas  vocum  nomtates,  et  appositiones  falsi 

nominis  scientia:  [shun  profane  novelties  of  terms  and  op- 
positions of  science  falsely  so  called].  For  he  assigneth  two 
-  marks  and  badges  of  suspected  and  falsified  sdence;  the  one, 
the  novelty  and  strangeness  of  terms ;  the  other,  the  strictness 
of  positions,  which  of  necessity  doth  induce  oppositions,  and  so 
questions  and  altercations.  Surely,  like  as  many  substances 
in  nature  which  are  solid  do  putrefy  and  corrupt  into  worms, 
so  it  is  the  property  of  good  and  sound  knowledge  to  putrefy 
and  dissolve  into  a  number  of  subtile,  idle,  unwholesome,  and 
(as  I  may  term  them)  vermiculate  questions,  which  have  in- 
l'  deed  a  kind  of  quickness  and  life  of  spirit,  but  no  soundness 

\  of  matter  or  goodness  of  quality.^-  l^s'ktnd  of  degenerate 

learning  did  chiefij^ reign  amongst  the  schoolmen;  who  having 
sharp  and  strong  wits,  and  abundance  of  leisure,  and  small 
variety  of  reading;  but  their  wits  being  shut  up  in  the  cells  of 
a  few  authors  (chiefiy  Aristotle  their  dictator)  as  their  persons 
were  shut  up  in  the  cells  of  monasteries  and  colleges;  and 
knowing  little  history,  either  of  nature  or  time ;  did  out  of  no 
great  quantity  of  matter,  and  infinite  agitation  of  wit,  spin  out 
unto  us  those  laborious  webs  of  learning  which  are  extant  in 
their  books.  For  the  wit  and  mind  of  man,  if  it  work  upon 
matter,  which  is  the  contemplation  of  the  creatures  of  God, 
workeih  according  to  the  stuff,  and  is  limited  thereby ;  but  if 
it  work  upon  itself,  as  the  spider  worketh  his  web,  then  it  is 

>  In  the  tnnsbtioii  he  mentions  another  vanity  of  style,  though  not  of  so  tiad 
,  •  kind,  as  commonly  succeeding  the  hist  in  point  of  time,— a  style  in  which  all  the 
study  Is  to  have  the  words  pointed,  the  sentences  concise,  and  the  whole  composition 
rather  twisted  into  shape  than  allowed  to  flow  (oratio  denigve  potiut  vtna  quam  fu»a) : 
a  trick  which  has  the  eifect  of  making  everything  seem  more  ingenious  than  it  really 
IsL  Such  a  style  (he  says)  is  found  hirgely  in  Seneca,  less  in  Tacitus  and  the  second 
Pliny,  and  has  found  &vour  of  late  with  the  ears  of  our  own  time ;  hut  though  it  is 
agreeable  to  ordinary  understandings  and  so  procures  s<Hne  respect  for  literature,  yet 
to  more  exact  Judgments  it  is  deservedly  dlstastetal,  and  may  be  set  down  among  the 
distempers  of  learning,  being,  as  well  as  the  other,  a  kind  of  hunting  after  words  and 
*  verbal  prettineait 
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endless,  and  Inings  forth  indeed  cobwebs  of  learning,  admirable 
.  for  the  fineness  of  thread  and  work,  but  of  no  substance  or 
I  profit 
^^This  same  unprofitable  subtilily  or  curiosity  is  of  two  sorts; 
either  in  the  subject  itself  that  they  handle,  when  it  is  a  fruitless 
speculation  or  controversy,  (whereof  there  are  no  small  number 
both  in  diyinity  and  philosophy,)  or  in  the  manner  or  method 
of  handling  of  a  knowledge ;  which  amongst  them  was  this ; 
upon  every  particular  position  or  assertion  to  frame  objections, 
and  to  those  objections,  solutions ;  which  solutions  were  lor  the 
most  part  not  confutations,  but  distinctions:  whereas  indeed 
the  strengdi  of  all  sciences  is,  as  the  strength  of  the  old  man^s 
faggot,  in  the  bond.  {  Por  the  harmony  of  a  science,  supporting 
each  part  the  other,  is  and  ought  to  be  tiie  true  and  brief  con- 
futation and  suppression  of  all  the  smaller  sort  of  objections ; 
but  on  the  other  side,  if  you  take  out  every  axiom,  as  the 
sticks  of  the  faggot,  one  by  one,  you  may  quarrel  with  them 
and  bend  them  and  break  them  at  your  pleasure :  so  that  as 
was  said  of  Seneca,  Verbarum  minutiis  rerttm  frangit  pondera, 
[that  he  broke  up  the  weight  and  mass  of  the  matter  by  verbal 
points  and  niceties ;]  so  a  man  may  truly  say  of  the  schoolmen, 
Qu(B8tianum  minutiis  teienHarum  frangunt^toliditatem;  [they 
broke  up  the  solidity  and  coherency  of  the  sciences  by  the 
minuteness  and  nicety  of  their  questions].7[For  were  it  not 
better  for  a  man  in  a  fair  room  to  set  up  one  great  light,  or 
branching  candlestick  of  lights,  than  to  go  about  with  a  small 
watch  candle  into  every  corner?  And  such  is  their  method, 
that  rests  not  so  much  upon  evidence  of  truth  proved  by  argu- 
ments, authorities,  similitudes,  examples,  as  upon  particular 
confutations  and  solutions  of  every  scruple,  cavillation,  and  ob- 
jection; breeding  for  the  most  part  one  question  as  fast  it 
solveth  another;  even  as  in  the  former  resemblance,  when  you 
carry  the  light  into  one  comer,  you  darken  the  rest:  so  that 
the  fable  and  fiction  of  Scylla  seemeth  to  be  a  lively  image  of 
this  kind  of  philosophy  or  knowledge ;  which  was  transformed 
into  a  comely  virgin  for  the  upper  parts;  but  then  Candida 
succinctam  latrantibiu  inguina  monstri4f,  [there  were  barking 
monsters  all  about  her  loins :]  so  the  generalities  of  the  school- 
men are  for  a  while  good  and  proportionable ;  but  then  when 
you  descend  into  their  distinctions  and  decisions,  instead  of  a 
fruitful  womb  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  man's  life,  they  end 
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in  monsiarons  altercations  and  barking  questionsj'  So  as  it  is 
not  possible  but  this  quality  of  knowledge  must  fall  under 
popular  contempt,  the  people  being  apt  to  contemn  truth  upon 
occasion  of  controversies  and  altercations,  and  to  think  they 
are  all  out  of  their  way  which  never  meet :  and  when  they  see 
such  digladiation  about  subtilities  and  matter  of  no  use  nor 
moment,  they  easily  fall  upon  that  judgment  of  Dionysius  oi 
Syracusa,  Verba  ista  sunt  senum  otiosarum,  [it  is  the  talk  of  old 
men  that  have  nothing  to  do]r\ 

Notwithstanding  certain  it  is,  that  if  those  schoolmen  to 
their  great  thirst  of  truth  and  unwearied  travail  of  wit  had 
joined  variety  and  universality  of  reading  and  contemplation, 
they  had  proved  excellent  lights,  to  the  great  advancement  of 
all  learning  and  knowledge*  But  as  they  are,  they  are  great 
undertakers  indeed,  and  fierce  with  dark  keeping  ^ ;  but  as  in 
the  inquiry  of  the  divine  truth  their  pride  inclined  to  leave 
the  oracle  of  God's  word  and  to  vanish  in  the  mixture  of  their 
own  inventions,  so  in  the  inquisition  of  nature  they  ever  left 
the  oracle  of  God's  works  and  adored  the  deceiving  and  de- 
formed images  which  the  unequal  mirror  of  their  own  minds 
or  a  few  received  authors  or  principles  did  represent  unto  them. 
And  thus  much  for  the  second  disease  of  learning. 

For  the  third  vice  or  disease  of  learning,  which  concemeth 
deceit  or  untruth,  it  is  of  all  the  rest  the  foulest;  as  that 
which  doth  destroy  the  essential  form  of  knowledge,  which  is 
nothing  but  a  representation  of  truth :  for  the  truth  of  being 
and  the  truth  of  knowing  are  one,  differing  no  more  than  the 
direct  beam  and  the  beam  reflected.  This  vice  therefore 
brancheth  itself  into  two  sorts ;  delight  in  deceiving,  and  aptness 
to  be  deceived ;  imposture  and  credulity ;  which,  although  they 
appear  to  be  of  a  diverse  nature,  the  one  seeming  to  proceed  of 
cunning,  and  the  other  of  simplicity,  yet  certainly  they  do  for 
the  most  part  concur:  for  as  the  verse  noteth, 

Peroontatorem  fugito,  nam  garrulus  idem  est, 

an  inquisitive  man  is  a  prattler,  so  upon  the  like  reason  a  cre- 
dulous man  is  a  deceiver :  as  we  see  it  in  fame,  that  he  that 

'  That  ii,  fierce  from  being  kept  In  the  dark ;  the  allusion  being,  as  we  see  more 
Clearly  from  a  corresponding  passage  in  an  early  Latin  fragment  {/erocitatem  auiem  et 
eonfidentiam  qu4B  illoa  qui  pauca  nonttU  iequi  tolet,  (ui  animalia  in  tenebna  educatay) 
&C. — Cog,  de  ScL  Hum,  Ist  fragm.  §  10.],  to  the  efibctof  darkness  on  the  temper  of 
anbnals. — R,  L,  E.  The  rest  of  this  sentence,  from  **  but  as  they  are  "  is  omitted  in 
the  translation.     See  note  p.  277. 
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will  easily  believe  ramours  will  as  easily  augment  rumours 
and  add  somewhat  to  them  of  his  own ;  which  Tacitus  wisely 
noteth,  when  he  salth^  Fingunt  nmul  creduntquey  [as  fast  as  they 
believe  one  tale  they  make  another  M]  so  great  an  affinity  hath 
fiction  and  belief. 

This  facility  of  credit^  and  accepting  or  admitting  things 
weakly  authorized  or  warranted^  is  of  two  kinds^  according  to 
the  subject :  for  it  is  either  a  belief  of  history  (as' the  lawyers 
speak^  matter  of  fAci)^  or  else  of  matter  of  art  and  opiinion. 
As  to  the  former^  we  see  the  experience  and  inconvenience 
of  this  error  in  ecclesiastical  history;  which  hath  too  easily 
received  and  registered  reports  and  narrations  of  miracles 
wrought  by  martyrs^  hiermits,  or  monks  of  the  desert,  and 
other  holy  men,  and  their  relics,  shrines,  chapels,  and  images  ' : 
which  though  they  had  a  passage  for  a  time,  by  the  ignorance 
of  the  people,  the  superstitious  simplicity  of  some,  and  the 
politic  toleration  of  others,  holding  them  but  as  divine,  poe- 
sies ;  yet  after  a  period  of  time,  when  the  mist  began  to  clear 
up,  they  grew  to  be  esteemed  but  as  old  wives'  fables,  im- 
postures of  the  clergy,  illusions  of  spirits,  and  badges  of  an- 
tichrist, to  the  great  scandal  and  detriment  of  religion. 
1^  Bo  in  natural  history,  we  see  there  hath  not  been  that  choice 
I  and  judgment  used  as  ought  to  have  been ;  as  may  appear  in 
I  the  writings  of  Plinius,  Cardanus,  Albertus,  and  divers  of  the 
I  Arabians ;  being  fraught  with  much  fabulous  matter,  a  great 
part  not  only  untried  but  notoriously  untrue,  to  the  great 
derogation  of  the  credit  of  natural  philosophy  with  the  grave 
and  sober  kind  of  wits*  Wherein  the  wisdom  and  integrity 
of  Aristotle  is  worthy  to  be  observed ;  that  having  made  so 
diligent  and  exquisite  a  history  of  living  creatures,  hath  min- 
gled it  sparingly  with  any  vain  or  feigned  matter ;  and  yet  on 
the  other  side  ^  hath  cast  all  prodigious  narrations  whidi  he 
thought  worthy  the  recording  into  one  book ;  excellently  dis- 
cerning that  matter  of  manifest  truth,  such  whereupon  obser- 
vation and  rule  was  to  be  built,  was  not  to  be  mingled  or 
weakened  with  matter  of  doubtful  credit;  and  yet  again  that 

>  I  thinly  this  is  the  sense  in  \vhich  Bacon  niut  have  understood  these  words;  but 
it  is  not  the  sense  tai  which  Tacitus  employs  them  (An.  v.  10.).  He  meant  that  they 
at  once  invented  the  tale  and  believed  it :  they  **  credited  their  own  lie." — /.  & 

'  So  the  originaL    Edd.  1629  and  1638  have  or  tu, 

*  The  rest  of  the  paragraph  fs  omitted  in  the  translation.     See  note  p.  277. 

*  Sake  in  the  original,  and  also  in  edd.  1629  and  1633. 
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rarities  and  reports  that  seem  uncredible  are  not  to  be  sup- 
pressed or  denied  to  the  memory  of  men. 

And  as  for  the  facility  of  credit  which  is  yielded  to  arts 
and  opinions,  it  is  likewise  of  two  kinds ;  either  when  too 
much  belief  is  attributed  to  the  arts  themselves,  or  to  certain 
authors  in  any  art  The  sciences  themselves  >  which  have  had 
better  intelligence  and  confederacy  with  the  imagination  of  man 
than  with  his  reason,  are  three  in  number;  Astrology,  Natural 
Magic,  and  Alchemy ;  of  which  sciences  nevertheless  the  ends 
or  pretences  are  noble.  For  astrology  pretendeth  to  discover 
that  correspondence  or  concatenation  which  is  between  the 
superior  globe  and  the  inferior :  natural  magic  pretendeth  to 
call  and  reduce  natural  philosophy  from  variety  of  speculations 
to  the  magnitude  of  works :  and  alchemy  pretendeth  to  make 
separation  of  all  the  unlike  parts  of  bodies  which  in  mixtures 
of  nature  are  incorporate.  But  the  derivations  and  prosecu- 
tions to  these  ends,  both  in  the  theories  and  in  the  practices,  are 
full  of  error  and  vanity ;  which  the  great  professors  themselves 
have  sought  to  veil  over  and  conceal  by  enigmatical  writings, 
and  referring  themselves  to  auricular  traditions,  and  such  other 
devices  to  save  the  credit  of  impostures.  And  yet  surely  to  al- 
chemy this  right  is  due,  that  it  may  be  compared  to  the  hus- 
bandman whereof  ^sop  makes  the  &ble,  that  when  he  died 
told  his  sons  that  he  had  left  unto  them  gold  buried  under 
ground  in  his  vineyard;  and  they  digged  over  all  the  ground, 
and  gold  they  found  none,  but  by  reason  of  their  stirring  and 
digging  the  mould  about  the  roots  of  their  vines,  they  had  a  great 
vintage  the  year  foUowing:  so  assuredly  the  seardi  and  stir  to 
make  gold  hath  brought  to  light  a  great  number  of  good  and 
fruitful  inventions  and  experiments,  as  well  for  the  disclosing 
of  nature  as  for  the  use  of  man's  life. 

And  as  for  the  overmuch  credit  that  hath  been  given  unto 
authors  in  sciences,  in  making  them  dictators,  that  their  words 
should  stand,  and  not  coTmsels'  to  give  advice;  the  damage  is 
infinite  that  sciences  have  received  thereby,  as  the  principal 
cause  that  hath  kept  them  low,  at  a  stay  without  growth  or 
advancement  For  hence  it  hath  comen  that  in  arts  mecha- 
nical the  first  deviser  comes  shortest,  and  time  addeth  and  per- 

'  So  the  orlglnaL  Edd.  1629  and  1633  bave  eontylt.  The  translation  hat  dieia- 
ioria  quadam  potetiaU  mumivit  ut  edicant^  nam  aenaioria  at  eontufani,  Baoon  probablj 
wrote  comue/f '. 

VOL.  III.  U 
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fecteth;  but  is  sciences  the  first  author  goeth  furthest,  and  time 
leeseth  and  corrupteth.     So  we  see,  artillery,  sailing,  printing, 
*    and  the  like,  were  grossly  managed  at  the  first,  and  by  time  ac- 
commodated and  refined;  but  contrariwise  the  philosophies  and 
sciences  of  Aristotle,  Plato,  Democritus,  Hippocrates,  Euclides, 
Archimedes,  of  most  vigour  at  the  first,  and  by  time  dege- 
nerate and  imbased;  whereof  the  reason  is  no  other,  but  that 
in  the  former  many  wits  and  industries  have  contributed  in  one ;' 
and  in  the  later  many  wits  and  industries  have  been  spent 
about  the  wit  of  some  one,  whom  many  times  they  have  rather 
depraved  than  illustrated.     For  as  water  will  not  ascend  higher 
than  the  level  of  the  first  spring-head  from  whence  it  descendeth, 
so  knowledge  derived  from  Aristotle,  and  exempted  from  liberty 
of  examination,  will  not  rise  again  higher  than  the  knowledge 
of  Aristotle.     And  therefore,  although  the  position  be  good, 
Oportet  dUeentem  credere,  [a  man  who  is  learning  must  be  con- 
*     tent  to  believe  what  he  is  told,]  yet  it  must  be  coupled  with 
this,  Oportet  edoetum  Judicare,  [when  he  has  learned  it  he  must 
:^X£rcise  his  judgment  and  see  whether  it  be  worthy  of  belief ;] 
I  for  disciples  do  owe  unto  masters  only  a  temporary  belief  and  a 
I    suspension  of  their  own  judgment  until  they  be  fully  instructed, 
/    and  not  an  absolute  resignation  or  perpetual  captivity:    and 
\^erefore  to  conclude  this  point,  I  will  say  no  more  but,  so  let 
great  authors  have  their  due,  as  time  which  is  tiie  author  of 
authors  be  not  deprived  of  his  due,  which  is  further  and  frirther 
to  discover  truth.     Thus  have  I  gone  over  these  three  diseases 
of  learning ;  besides  the  which,  there  are  some  other  rather 
peccant  humours  than  formed  diseases,  which  nevertheless  are 
not  so  secret  and  intrinsic  but  that  they  fall  under  a  popular 
observation  and  traducement,  and  therefore  are  not  to  be 
passed  over. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  extreme  affecting  of  two  ex- 
tremities; the  one  Antiquity,  the  other  Novelty :  wherein  it 
seemeth  the  children  of  time  do  take  after  the  nature  and 
malice  of  the  father.  For  as  he  devoureth  his  children,  so  one 
of  them  seeketh  to  devour  and  suppress  the  other ;  while  an- 
tiquity envieth  tiiere  should  be  new  additions,  and  novelty 
cannot  be  content  to  add  but  it  must  deface.  Surely  the 
advice  of  the  prophet  is  the  true  direction  in  this  matter.  State 
super  vias  antiquasy  et  videte  qtuBnam  sit  via  recta  et  bona,  et 
nmbulate  in  ea :  [stand  ye  in  the  old  ways,  and  see  which  is  the 
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good  way,  and  walk  therein].  Antiquity  deserveth  that  re- 
Terence,  that  men  should  make  a  stand  thereupon,  and  discover 
what  is  the  best  way ;  but  when  the  discovery  is  well  taken, 
then  to  make  progression.  And  to  speak  truly,  Antiquitas 
s(Bculi  Juvenilis  mundu  These  times  are  the  ancient  times, 
when  the  world  is  ancient,  and  not  those  which  we  account 
ancient  ordine  retroffrado,  by  a  computation  backward  from 
ourselves. 

Another  error,  induced  by  the  former,  is  a  distrust  tiiat  any 
thing  should  be  now  to  be  found  out,  which  the  world  should 
have  missed  and  passed  over  so  long  time ;  as  if  the  same 
objection  were  to  be  made  to  time  that  Lucian  maketh  to 
Jupiter  and  other  the  heathen  gods,  of  which  he  wonderetii 
that  they  begot  so  many  diildren  in  old  time  and  begot  none  in 
his  time,  and  aaketii  whether  they  were  become  septuagenary, 
or  whether  the  law  Pappia,  made  against  old  men's  marriages, 
had  restrained  them.  So  it  seemeth  men  doubt  lest  time  is 
become  past  children  and  generation ;  wherein  contrariwise  we 
see  commonly  the  levity  and  unconstancy  of  men's  judgments, 
which,  till  a  matter  be  done,  wonder  that  it  can  be  done ;  and 
as  soon  as  it  is  done,  wonder  again  that  it  was  no  sooner  done ; 
as  we  see  in  the  expedition  of  Alexander  into  Asia,  which  at 
first  was  prejudged  as  a  vast  and  impossible  enterprise ;  and  yet 
afterwards  it  pleaseth  Livy  to  make  no  more  of  it  than  tbis. 
Nil  aliud  quhm  bene  ansut  vana  cantemnere :  [it  was  but  taking 
courage  to  despise  vain  apprehensions]*  And  the  same  hap- 
pened to  Columbus  in  the  western  navigation.  But  in  intellec- 
tual matters  it  is  much  more  common ;  as  may  be  seen  in  most 
of  the  propositions  of  Euclid,  which  till  they  be  demonstrate, 
they  seem  strange  to  our  assent ;  but  being  demonstrate,  our 
mind  accepteth  of  them  by  a  kind  of  relation  (as  tiie  lawyers 
speak)  as  if  we  had  known  them  before. 

Anotiier  error,  that  hath  also  some  affinity  witii  the  former, 
is  a  conceit  tiiat  of  former  opinions  or  sects,  after  variety  and 
examination,  the  best  hath  still  prevailed  and  suppressed  the 
rest;  so  as  if  a  man  should  begin  the  labour  of  a  new  search, 
he  were  but  like  to  light  upon  somewhat  formerly  rejected, 
and  by  rejection  brought  into  oblivion :  as  if  the  multitude,  or 
the  wisest  for  the  multitude's  sake,  were  not  ready  to  give 
passage  rath^  to  that  which  is  popular  and  superficial  than  to 
that  which  is  substantial  and  profound ;  for  the  truth  is*  that 

u  2 
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time  seemeth  to  be  of  the  nature  of  a  river  or  stream^  wMcb 
'  carrieth  down  to  us  that  wluch  is  light  and  blown  up^  and 
sinketh  and  drowneth  that  which  is  weighty  and  solid. 

Another  error^  of  a  diverse  nature  from  all  the  former^  is 
the  over-early  and  peremptory  reduction  of  knowledge  into 
arts  and  methods ;  from  which  time  commonly  sciences  receive 
small  or  no  augmentation.  But  as  young  men^  when  they  knit 
and  shape  perfectly^  do  seldom  grow  to  a  further  stature ;  so 
knowledge,  while  it  is  in  aphorisms  and  observations,  it  is  in 
growth ;  but  when  it  once  is  comprehended  in  exact  methods, 
it  may  perchance  be  iiuther  polished  and  illustrate  ^  and  ac- 
commodated for  use  and  practice;  but  it  increaseth  no  more 
in  bulk  and  substance. 

Another  error,  which  doth  succeed  that  which  we  last  men- 
tioned, is  that  after  the  distribution  of  particular  arts  and 
^  sciences,  men  have  abandoned  universality,  or  j)At7(»opAta /^n- 
ma  ;  which  cannot  but  cease  and  stop  all  progression.  For  no 
perfect  discovery  can  be  made  upon  a  flat  or  a  level :  neither 
is  it  possible  to  discover  the  more  remote  and  deeper  parts  of 
any  science,  if  you  stand  but  upon  the  level  of  the  same  science, 
and  ascend  not  to  a  higher  science. 

Another  error  hath  proceeded  from  too  great  a  reverence, 
and  a  kind  of  adoration  of  the  mind  and  understanding  of  man ; 
by  means  whereof  men  have  ^wiihdrawn  themselves  too  much 
from  the  contemplation  of  nature  and  the  observations  of  ex- 
perience, and  have  tumbled  up  and  down  in  their  own  reason 
and  conceits.  Upon  these  intellectualists,  which  are  notwith- 
standing commonly  taken  for  the  most  sublime  and  divine  phi- 
losophers, Heraclitus  gave  a  just  censure,  saying,  Men  sought 
truth  in  their  own  UttJe  worlds,  and  not  in  the  great  and  common 
world;  for  they  disdain  to  spell  and  so  by  degrees  to  read 
in  the  volume  of  God's  works ;  and  contrariwise  by  continual 
meditation  and  agitation  of  wit  do  lurge  and  as  it  were  invocate 
their  own  spirits  to  divine  and  give  oracles  unto  them,  whereby 
they  are  deservedly  deluded. 

Another  error  that  hath  some  connexion  with  this  later  is, 
that  men  have  used  to  infect  their  meditations,  opinions,  and 
doctrines,  witii  some  conceits  which  they  have  most  admired, 
or  some  sciences  which  they  have  most  applied ;  and  given  all 
tilings  else  a  tincture  according  to  them,  utterly  untrue  and 

>  So  the  orlgiDaL    Ed.  1633  bas  iUuUrattd, 
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UDproper.  So  hath  Plato  intermingled  his  philoeophj  with 
theology,  and  Aristotle  with  logic,  and  the  second  school  of 
Plato,  Produs  and  the  rest,  with  the  mathematics.  For  these 
were  the  arts  which  had  a  kind  of  primogeniture  with  them  se- 
verallj.  So  have  the  alchemists  made  a  philosophy  out  of  a  few 
experiments  of  the  furnace ;  and  Gilbertus,  our  countryman, 
hath  made  a  philosophy  out  of  the  observations  of  a  loadstone. 
So  Cicero,  when,  reciting  the  several  opinions  of  the  nature  of 
the  soul,  he  found  a  musician  that  held  the  soul  was  but  a  har- 
mony, saith  pleasantly.  Hie  ab  arte  tua  non  recesnt,  Sfc.  [he 
was  constant  to  his  own  art].  But  of  these  conceits  Aristotle 
speaketh  seriously  and  wisely,  when  he  saith.  Qui  respidunt  ad 
pauca  de  faeHi  pranundant:  [they  who  take  only  few  points 
into  account  find  it  easy  to  pronounce  judgment]. 

Another  error  is  an  impatience  of  doubt,  and  haste  to  asser* 
tion  without  due  and  mature  suspension  of  judgment.  For 
the  two  ways  of  contemplation  are  not  unlike  the  two  ways  of 
action  commonly  spoken  of  by  the  ancients ;  the  one  plain  and 
^  smooth  in  the  beginning,  and  in  the  end  impassable;  the  other 
rough  and  troublesome  in  the  entrance,  but  after  a  while  fair 
and  even.  So  it  is  in  contemplation ;  if  a  man  will  begin  with 
certainties,  he  shall  end  in  doubts ;  but  if  he  will  be  content  to 
begin  with  doubts,  he  shall  end  in  certainties. 

<  Another  error  is  in  the  manner  of  the  tradition  and  delivery 
of  knowledge,  which  is  for  the  most  part  magistral  and  peremp- 
tory, and  not  ingenuous  and  faithful ;  in  a  sort  as  may  be  soon- 
est believed,  and  not  easiliest  examined^  It  is  true  that  in 
'  compendious  treatises  for  practice  that  form  is  not  to  be  dis- 
allowed. But  in  the  true  handling  of  knowledge,  men  ought 
not  to  fall  either  on  the  one  side  into  the  vein  of  Yelleius  the 
Epicurean,  Nil  tarn  metuens,  quctm  ne  dvbitare  aliqua  de  re 
videretur,  [who  feared  nothing  so  much  as  the  seeming  to  be  in 
doubt  about  anything,]  nor  on  the  other  side  into  Socrates  his 
ironical  doubting  of  all  things;  but  to  propound  things  sincerely, 
I  with  more  or  less  asseveration,  as  they  stand  in  a  man's  own 
judgment  proved  more  or  less. 

Other  errors  there  are  in  the  scope  that  men  propound  to 
themselves,  whereunto  they  bend  their  endeavours;  for  whereas 
the  more  constant  and  devote'  kind  of  professors  of  any  science 
ought  to  propound  to  themselves  to  make  some  adcUtions  to 

'   So  the  oiiginaL    Ed.  1633  has  devouie. 
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their  Bcience^  they  convert  their  labours  to  aspire  to  oertain 
second  prizes ;  as  to  be  a  profound  interpreter  or  commenter, 
to  be  a  sharp  champion  or  defender,  to  be  a  methodical  com* 
pounder  or  abridger;  and  so  the  patrimony  of  knowledge 
Cometh  to  be  sometimes  improved,  but  seldom  augmented. 

But  the  greatest  error  of  all  the  rest  is  the  mistaking  or 
misplacing  of  the  last  or  furthest  end  of  knowledge.  For 
men  have  entered  into  a  desire  of  learning  and  knowledge, 
sometimes  upon  a  natural  curiosity  and  inquisitive  appetite; 
sometimes  to  entertain  their  minds  with  variety  and  delight ; 
sometimes  for  ornament  and  reputation;  and  sometimes  to 
enable  them  to  victory  of  wit  and  contradiction;  and  most 
times  for  lucre  and  profesdon ;  and  seldom  sincerely^to  ^ve  a 
true  account  of  their  gift  of  reason,  to  the  i2enefitjBnd.jise  of 
men :  as  if  there  were  sought  in  knowledge  a  couch,  where- 
upon to  rest  a  searching  andrestiess  spirit;  or  a  terrace,  for 
a  wandering  and  variable  mind  to  walk  up  and  down  with 
a  fair  prospect;  or  a  tower  of  state,  for  a  proud  mind  to  raise 
itself  upon;  or  a  fort  or  commanding  ground,  for  strife  and 
contention;  or  a  shop,  for  profit  or  sale;  and  not  a  rich  store-> 
j  house,  for  the  glory  of  the  Creator  and  the  relief  of  man^s 
/  estate.  But  this  is  that  which  will  indeed  dignify  and  exalt 
knowledge,  if  contemplation  and  action  may  be  more  nearly 
and  straitiy  conjoined  and  united  together  than  they  have 
been ;  a  conjunction  like  unto  that  of  the  two  highest  planets, 
Saturn  the  planet  of  rest  and  contemplation,  and  Jupiter  the 
planet  of  civil  society  and  action.  Howbeit,  I  do  not  mean, 
when  I  speak  of  use  and  action,  that  end  before-mentioned 
of  the  applying  of  knowledge  to  lucre  and  profession :  for  I 
am  not  ignorant  how  much  that  diverteth  and  interrupteth 
the  prosecution  and  advancement  of  knowledge;  like  unto  the 
golden  ball  thrown  before  Atalanta,  which  while  she  goeth 
aside  and  stoopeth  to  take  up,  the  race  is  hindered, 

Declinat  cursus,  surumque  volubile  tollit. 

Neither  is  my  meaning,  as  was  spoken  of  St>crates,  to  call 
philosophy  down  from  heaven  to  converse  upon  the  eartii; 
that  is,  to  leave  natural  philosophy  aside,  and  to  apply  know- 
ledge only  to  manners  and  policy.  But  as  both  heaven  and 
earth  do  conspire  and  contribute  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  man, 
60  the  end  ought  to  be,  from  both  philosophies  to  separate  and 
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reject  vain  speculations  and  whatsoever  is  empty  and  void^ 
and  to  preserve  and  augment  whatsoever  is  solid  and  fruit- 
ful ;  that  knowledge  may  not  be  as  a  curtesan,  for  pleasure 
and  vanity  only^  or  as  a  bond-woman,  to  acquire  and  gain  to 
her  master's  use ;  but  as  a  spouse,  for  generation,  fruit,  and 
comfort 

Thus  have  I  described  and  opened,  as  by  a  kind  of  dis- 
section, those  peccant  humours  (the  principal  of  them)  which 
have'  not  only  given  impediment  to  the  proficience  of  learn- 
ing, but  have  given  also  occasion  to  the  traducement  thereof: 
wherein  if  I  have  been  too  pliun,  it  nrast  be  remembered  JV- 
delia  vulnera  amantis,  sed  dolosa  oscula  malignantU :  [faithful 
are  the  wounds  of  a  firiend,  but  the  kisses  of  an  enemy  are 
deceitful].  This  I  think  I  have  gained,  that  I  ought  to  be 
the  better  believed  in  that  which  I  shall  say  x>ertaining  to 
commendation,  because  I  have  proceeded  so  freely  in  that 
which  concemeth  censure.  And  yet  I  have  no  purpose  to 
enter  into  a  laudative  of  learning,  or  to  make  a  hymn  to  the 
muses,  (though  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  long  since  their  rites 
were  duly  celebrated :)  but  my  intent  is,  without  varnish  or 
amplification,  justly  to  weigh  the  dignity  of  knowledge  in  the 
balance  with  other  things,  and  to  take  the  true  value  thereof 
by  testimonies  and  arguments  divine  and  human. 

First  therefore,  let  us  seek  the  dignity  of  knowledge  in  the 
arch-type  or  first  platform,  which  is  in  the  attributes  and  acts 
of  God,  as  fiir  as  they  are  revealed  to  man  and  may  be  observed 
with  sobriety ;  wherein  we  may  not  seek  it  by  the  name  of 
learning ;  for  all  learning  is  knowledge  acquired,  and  all  know- 
ledge in  God  is  original :  and  therefore  we  must  look  for  it  by 
another  name,  that  of  wisdom  or  sapience,  as  the  Scriptures 
call  it. 

It  is  so  then,  that  in  the  work  of  the  creation  we  see  a 
double  emanation  of  virtue  from  God ;  the  one  referring  more 
properly  to  power,  the  other  to  wisdom ;  the  one  expressed  in 
making  the  subsistence  of  the  matter,  and  the  other  in  dis- 
posing the  beauty  of  the  form.  This  being  supposed,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  for  any  thing  which  appeareth  in  the  history  of 
the  creation,  the  confused  mass  and  matter  of  heaven  and 
earth  was  made  in  a  moment,  and  the  order  and  disposition  of 
that  chaos  or  mass  was  the  work  of  six  days;  such  a  note 

I  haih  in  all  the  old  ediUons. 
u  4 
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of  difference  it  pleased  God  to  put  upon  the  works  of  power 
«nd  the  works  of  wisdom ;  wherewith  ooncuireth,  that  in  the 
former  it  is  not  set  down  that  Grod  said.  Let  tliere  be  heaven 
and  earthy  as  it  is  set  down  of  the  works  following ;  but  actu- 
allj,  that  Gk)d  made  heaven  and  earth :  the  one  carrying  the 
style  of  a  manufacture^  and  the  other  of  a  biw,  decree,  or 
counseL 

To  proceed  to  that  which  is  next  in  order,  from  God  to 
spirits ;  we  find,  as  far  as  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  celestial 
luerarchy  of  that  supposed  Dionysius  the  senator  of  Athens^ 
the  first  place  or  degree  is  given  to  the  angels  of  love,  which 
are  termed  Seraphim ;  the  second  to  the  angels  of  light,  which 
are  termed  Cherubim ;  and  the  third  and  so  following  places 
to  thrones,  principalities,  and  tiie  rest,  which  are  all  angels  of 
power  and  ministry ;  so  as  the  angels  of  knowledge  and  illumi- 
nation are  placed  before  the  angels  of  office  and  domination. 

To  descend  from  spirits  and  intellectual  forms  to  sensible 
and  material  forms ;  we  read  the  first  form  that  was  created 
was  light,  which  hath  a  relation  and  correspondence  in  nature 
and  corporal  things,  to  knowledge  in  spirits  and  incorporal 
things.' 

So  in  the  distribution  of  days,  we  see  the  day  wherein  Gtxi 
did  rest  and  contemplate  his  own  works,  was  blessed  above  all 
the  days  wherein  he  did  effect  and  accomplish  them. 
r^^^^  After  the  creation  was  finished,  it  is  set  down  unto  us  that 
\    man  was  placed  in  the  garden  to  work  therein ;  which  work 
\  so  appointed  to  him  could  be  no  other  tiian  work  of  con- 
templation ;  that  is,  when  the  end  of  work  is  but  for  exercise 
and  experiment,  not  for  necessity;  for  there  being  then  no 
reluctation  of  the  creature,  nor  sweat  of  the  brow,  man^s  em- 
ployment must  of  consequence  have  been  matter  of  delight  in 
the  experiment,  and  not  matter  of  labour  for  the  use.     Again, 
the  first  acts  which  man  performed  in  Paradise  consisted  of 
the  two  summary  parts  of  knowledge ;  the  view  of  creatures, 
and  the  imposition  of  names.     As  for  the  knowledge  which 
(/    induced  the  fall,  it  was,  as  was  touched  before,  not  the  natural 
knowledge  of  creatures,  but  the  moral  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil ;  wherein  the  supposition  was,  that  God's  commandments 
or  prohibitions  were  not  the  originals  of  good  and  evil,  but 

"  qwB  Dionysii  Artopagita  nomine  evvfyatur,  are  the  words  of  the  tmnslatlon  :  the 
inKinuation  implied  in  the  word  tuppoked,  being  withdrawn,  or  at  least  not  so  strongly 
expressed.     See  note  p.  277. 
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that  they  had  other  beginnings,  which  man  aspired  to  know,  to 
the  end  to  make  a  total  defection  from  God,  and  to  depend 
wholly  upon  himself. 

To  pass  on :  in  the  first  event  or  occurrence  after  the  fall  of 
man,  we  see  (as  the  Scriptures  have  infinite  mysteries,  not 
violating  at  all  the  truth  of  the  story  or  letter,)  an  image  of 
the  two  estates,  the  contemplative  state  and  the  active  state, 
figured  in  the  two  persons  of  Abel  and  Cain,  and  in  the  two 
simplest  and  most  primitive  trades  of  life ;  that  of  the  shepherd, 
(who,  by  reason  of  his  leisure,  rest  in  a  place,  and  living  in 
view  of  heaven,  is  a  lively  image  of  a  contemplative  life,)  and 
that  of  the  husbandman :  where  we  see  again  the  favour  and 
election  of  Grod  went  to  the  shepherd,  and  not  to  the  tiller  of 
the  ground. 

So  in  the  age  before  the  flood,  the  holy  records  within  those 
few  memorials  which  are  tiiere  entered  and  registered  have 
vouchsafed  to  mention  and  honour  the  name  of  the  inventors 
and  authors  of  music  and  works  in  metal.  In  the  age  after  the 
flood,  the  first  great  judgment  of  God  upon  the  ambition  of 
man  was  the  confusion  of  tongues;  whereby  the  open  trade  and 
intercourse  of  learning  and  knowledge  was  chiefly  imbarred. 

To  descend  to  Moses  the  lawgiver,  and  God's  first  pen :  he  is 
adorned  by  the  Scriptures  with  this  addition  and  commendation, 
that  he  was  seen  in  all  the  Uaming  of  the  Egyptians ;  which 
nation  we  know  was  one  of  the  most  ancient  schools  of  the 
world:  for  so  Plato  brings  in  the  Egyptian  priest  saying  unto 
Solon  :  You  Grecians  are  ever  children ;  you  have  no  hnowkdge 
of  antiquity^  nor  antiquity  of  knowledge.  Take  a  view  of  the 
ceremonial  law  of  Moses ;  you  shall  find,  besides  the  prefigura- 
tion  of  Christ,  the  badge  or  difierence  of  the  people  of  God,  the 
exercise  and  impression  of  obedience,  and  other  divine  uses  and 
fruits  thereof,  that  some  of  the  most  learned  Babbios  have  tra* 
veiled  profitably  and  profoundly  to  observe,  some  of  them  a 
natural,  some  of  them  a  moral,  sense  or  reduction  of  nflany  of 
the  ceremonies  and  ordinances.  As  in  the  law  of  the  leprosy, 
where  it  is  said.  If  the  whiteness  have  overspread  the  fleshy  the 
patient  may  pass  abroad  for  clean  ;  but  if  there  be  any  whole 
flesh  remaining^  he  is  to  be  shut  up  for  unclean ;  one  of  tiiem 
noteth  a  {Manciple  of  nature,  that  putrefaction  is  more  con- 
tagious before  maturity  than  after :  and  another  noteth  a  po- 
sition of  moral  philosophy,  that  men  abandoned  to  vice  do  not 
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80  much  corrupt  mannersy  as  those  that  are  half  good  and  half 
eyiL  So  in  this  and  very  many  other  places  in  that  law^  there 
is  to  be  found,  besides  the  theological  sense,  much  aspersion  of 
philosophy. 

So  likewise  in  that  excellent  book  of  Job,  if  it  be  revolyed 
with  diligence,  it  will  be  found  pregnant  and  swelling  with  na- 
tural philosophy ;  as  for  example,  cosmography  and  the  round- 
ness of  the  world ;  Qui  extendit  aquibnem  super  vacuuniy  et 
appendit  terram  super  nihilum  ;  [who  stretcheth  out  the  north 
upon  the  empty  space,  and  hangeth  the  earth  upon  nothing ;] 
wherein  the  pensileness  of  the  earth,  the  pole  of  the  north,  and 
the  finiteness  or  convexity  of  heaven  are  manifestly  touched. 
So  again  matter  of  astronomy ;  Spiritus  ejus  amavit  cedes,  et 
obstetricante  manu  ejus  eduetus  est  Coluber  tartuosus :  [by  his 
spirit  he  hath  garnished  the  heavens;  his  hand  hath  formed  the 
crooked  Serpent].  And  in  another  place ;  Nunquid  ctngungere 
vaUbis  micantes  Stellas  Fkiadas,  aut  gyrum  Arcturi  poteris  dis^ 
sipare  f  [canst  thou  bring  together  the  glittering  stars  of  the 
Pleiades,  or  scatter  the  array  of  Arcturus?]  where  the  fixing 
of  the  stars,  ever  standing  at  equal  distance,  is  with  great 
elegancy  noted.  And  in  another  place.  Qui  facit  Arcturum, 
et  Orio7ia,  et  HyadaSy  et  interiora  Austri;  [which  maketh  Arc- 
turus, Orion,  and  Hyades,  and  the  secrets  of  the  South ;]  where 
again  he  takes  knowledge  of  the  depression  of  the  southern 
pole,  calling  it  the  secrets  of  the  south,  because  the  southern 
stars  were  in  that  climate  imseen.  Matter  of  generation ;  Armon 
sicut  lac  mulsisti  me,  et  sicut  caseum  cooffulasti  me  f  &c.  [hast 
thou  not  drawn  me  forth  like  milk,  and  curdled  me  like  cheese  ?} 
Matter  of  minerals ;  Habet  argentum  venarum  suarum  prinei^ 
pia:  et  auro  locus  est  in  quo  co^flatur,  ferrum  de  terra  tollitur,  et 
lapis  solutus  colore  in  ess  vertitur :  [surely  there  is  a  vein  for 
the  silver,  and  a  place  for  gold  where  they  fine  it.  Iron  is 
taken  out  of  the  earth,  and  brass  is  molten  out  of  the  stone:] 
and  so  forwards  in  that  chapter. 

So  likewise  in  the  person  of  Salomon  the  king,  we  see  the 
gift  or  endowment  of  wisdom  and  learning,  both  in  Salomon's 
petition  and  in  God's  assent  thereunto,  preferred  before  all 
other  terrene  and  temporal  felicity.  By  virtue  of  which  grant 
or  donative  of  God,  Salomon  became  enabled  not  only  to  write 
those  excellent  parables  or  aphorisms  concerning  divine  and 
moral  philosophy,  but  also  to  compile  a  natural  history  of  all 
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verdure  S  from  the  cedar  upon  the  mountain  to  the  moss  upon 
the  wall^  (which  is  but  a  rudiment  between  putrefaction  and  an 
herb,)  and  also  of  all  things  that  breathe  or  move.  Nay,  the 
B^aneHSaknmnrtEe  king,  although  he  excelled  in  the  glory  of 
treasure  and  magnificent  buildings,  of  shipping  and  navigation, 
/of  service  and  attendance,  d^  fame  and  renown,  and  the  like, 
I  yet  he  maketh  no  claim  to  any  of  those  glories,  but  only  to  the 
V^lory  of  inquisition  of  truth;  for  so  he  saith  expressly.  The 
glory  of  Ood  is  to  conceal  a  thing ^  but  the  glory  of  the  king  is 
to  find  it  out;  as  if,  according  to  the  innocent  play  of  children, 
the  Divine  Majesty  took  delight  to  hide  his  works,  to  the  end  to 
have  them  found  out ;  and  as  if  kings  could  not  obtain  a  greater 
honour  than  to  be  God's  playfellows  in  that  game,  considering 
the  great  commandment  of  wits  and  means^  whereby  nothing 
needeth  to  be  hidden  from  them. 

Neither  did  the  dispensation  of  God  vary  in  the  times  after 
our  Saviour  came  into  the  world ;  for  our  Saviour  himself  did 
first  shew  his  power  to  subdue  ignorance,  by  his  conference 
with  the  priests  and  doctors  of  the  law,  before  he  shewed  his 
power  to  subdue  nature  by  his  miracles.  And  the  coming  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  chiefly  figured  and  expressed  in  the  simi- 
litude and  gift  of  tongues,  which  are  but  vehicula  scientite, 
[carriers  of  knowledge]. 

So  in  the  election  of  those  instrmnents  which  it  pleased  God 
to  use  for  the  plantation  of  tiie  faith,  notwithstanding  tiiat  at 
the  first  he  did  employ  persons  altogether  unlearned  otherwise 
tiian  by  inspiration,  more  evidently  to  declare  his  immediate 
working,  and  to  abase  all  human  wisdom  or  knowledge ;  yet 
nevertheless  that  counsel  of  his  was  no  sooner  performed,  but 
in  the  next  vicissitude  and  succession  he  did  send  his  divine 
truth  into  the  world  waited  on  with  other  learnings  as  with 
servants  or  handmaids :  for  so  we  see  St.  Paul,  who  was  only 
learned  amongst  the  ^osties,  had  his  pen  most  used  in  the 
scriptures  of  the  New  Testament. 

So  again  we  find  that  many  of  the  ancient  bishops  and 
fiitiiers  of  tiie  Church  were  excdlentiy  read  and  studied  in  all 
the  learninsr  of  the  heathen;  insomuch  that  the  edict  of  the 
emperor  Julianus,  (whereby  it  was  interdicted  unto  Christians 
to  be  admitted  into  schools,  lectures,  or  exercises  of  learning,) 

1  v€rdor  in  edd.  1605, 1629,  1633 ;  which  perhaps  ought  to  be  retained,  as  another 
form  of  the  word  rather  than  another  way  of  spelling  it 
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was  esteemed  and  accounted  a  more  pernicious  en^e  and 
machination  against  the  Christian  faith^  than  were  all  the 
sanguinary  prosecutions  of  his  predecessors ;  neither  could  the 
emulation  and  jealousy  of  Gregory  the  first  of  that  name,  bishop 
of  Home,  ever  obtain  the  opinion  of  piety  or  devotion ;  but 
contrariwise  received  the  censure  of  humour,  malignity,  and 
pusillanimity  ^  even  amongst  holy  men ;  in  that  he  designed 
to  obliterate  and  extinguish  the  memory  of  heathen  antiquity 
and  authors.  But  contrariwise  it  was  the  Christian  Church, 
which  amidst  the  inundations  of  the  Scythians  on  the  one  side 
from  the  north-west,  and  the  Saracens  from  the  east,  did  pre- 
'  serve  in  the  sacred  lap  and  bosom  thereof  the  precious  relics 
even  of  heathen  learning,  which  otherwise  had  been  extin- 
guished as  if  no  such  thing  had  ever  been. 

And  wQ  see  before  our  eyes,  that  in  the  age  of  ourselves  and 
our  fathers,  when  it  pleased  Grod  to  call  the  church  of  Rome 
to  account  for  their  degenerate  manners  and  ceremonies,  and 
sundry  doctrines  obnoxious  and  framed  to  uphold  the  same 
abuses;  at  one  and  the  same  time  it  was  ordiuned  by  tiie 
Divine  Providence  that  there  should  attend  withal  a  renova- 
tion and  new  spring  of  all  other  knowledges ' :  and  on  the 
other  side  we  see  the  Jesuits,  who  partiy  in  themselves  and 
pardy  by  the  emulation  and  provocation  of  their  example,  have 
much  quickened  and  strengthened  the  state  of  learning, — we 
see  (I  say)  what  notable  service  and  reparation  they  have  done 
to  the  Soman  see. 

Wherefore  to  conclude  this  part,  let  it  be  observed  that 
there  be  two  principal  duties  and  services,  besides  ornament 
and  illustration,  which  philosophy  and  human  learning  do  per- 
form to  &ith  and  religion.  The  one,  because  they  are  an 
effectual  inducement  to  the  exaltation  of  the  glory ^of  God: 
For  as  the  Psalms  and  other  Scriptures  do  often  invite  us  to 
consider  and  magnify  the  great  and  wonderful  works  of  God, 
so  if  we  should  rest  only  in  the  contemplation  of  tiie  exterior 
of  them  as  they  first  offer  themselves  to  our  senses,  we  should 
do  a  like  injury  unto  tiie  m^esty  of  God  as  if  we  should  judge 
or  construe  of  tiie  store  of  some  excellent  jeweller  by  that  only 
which  is  set  out  toward  tiie  street  in  his  shop.     The  other, 

^  This  clause  Is  omitted  in  the  translation ;  and  the  words  ctetera  viri  tgregii  ai« 
introduced  after  the  name  of  Gregory.    See  note  p.  277. 

'  All  this,  from  the  beginning  of  the  paragraph,  is  omitted  in  the  tnoslation 
See  note  p.  277* 
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because  thej  minister  a  singular  help  and  preservative  against 
unbelief  and  error:  For  our  Saviour  saith.  You  ervy  not  know- 
ing  the  Scriptures ^  nor  the  power  of  God;  laying  before  us 
two  books  or  volumes  to  study,  if  we  will  be  secured  from 
error ;  first  the  Scriptures,  revealing  the  will  of  God,  and  then 
the  creatures  expressing  his  power ;  whereof  the  later  is  a  key 
unto  the  former ;  not  only  opening  our  understanding  to  con- 
ceive the  true  sense  of  the  Scriptures,  by  the  general  notions 
of  reason  and  rules  of  speech ;  but  chiefly  opening  our  belief, 
in  drawing  us  into  a  due  meditation  of  the  omnipotency  of 
Gt)d,  which  is  chiefly  signed  and  engraven  upon  his  works. 
Thus  much  therefore  for  divine  testimony  and  evidence  con- 
cerning the  true  dignity  and  value  of  learning. 

As  for  human  proofs,  it  is  so  large  a  field,  as  in  a  discourse 
of  this  nature  and  brevity  it  is  fit  rather  to  use  choice  of  those 
things  which  we  shall  produce,  than  to  embrace  the  variety 
of  them.  First  therefore,  in  the  degrees  of  human  honour 
amongst  the  heathen  it  was  the  highest,  to  obtain  to  a  venera- 
tion and  adoration  as  a  God*  This  unto  the  Christians  is  as  the 
forbidden  fruit.  But  we  speak  now  separately  of  human  testi- 
mony :  according  to  which  that  which  the  Grecians  call  apotheosis, 
and  the  Latins  relatio  inter  divosy  was  the  supreme  honour  which 
man  could  attribute  unto  man ;  specially  when  it  was  given, 
not  by  a  formal  decree  or  act  of  state,  as  it  was  used  among  the 
Boman  emperors,  but  by  an  inward  assent  and  belief;  which 
honour  being  so  high,  had  also  a  degree  or  middle  term ;  for 
there  were  reckoned  above  human  honours,  honours^  heroical 
and  divine ;  in  the  attribution  and  distribution  of  which  honours 
we  see  antiquity  made  this  difference :  Ahat  whereas  founders 
and  uniters  of  states  and  cities,  lawgivers,  extirpers  of  tyrants, 
fathers  of  the  people,  and  other  eminent  persons  in  civil  merit, 
were  honoured  but  with  the  titles  of  worthies  or  demi-gods ; 
such  as  were  Hercules,  Theseus,  Minos,  Romulus,  and  the  like ; 
on  the  other  side,  such  as  were  inventors  and  authors  of  new 
arts,  endowments,  and  commodities  towards  man's  life,  were 
ever  consecrated  amongst  the  gods  themselvee^  as  was  Ceres, 
Bacchus,  Mercurius,  Apollo,  and  others ;  aiia  justly ;  for  the 
merit  of  the  former  is  confined  within  the  circle  of  an  age  or 
a  nation ;  and  is  like  fruitful  showers,  which  though  they  be 
profitable  and  good,  yet  serve  but  for  that  season,  and  for  a 

1  hommr  in  edd.  1605,  1629,  1633. 
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latitude  of  ground  where  they  fSUl ;  but  the  other  is  indeed  like 
the  benefits  of  heaven,  which  are  permanent  and  universal. 
The  former  again  is  mixed  with  strife  and  perturbation;  but 
the  later  hath  the  true  character  of  divine  presence,  coming'  in 
aura  lent,  without  noise  or  agitation. 

Neither  is  certainly  that  other  merit  of  learning,  in  repress- 
ing the  inconveniencies  which  grow  from  man  to  man,  mach 
inferior  to  the  former,  of  relieving  the  necessities  which  arise 
from  nature ;  which  ment  was  lively  set  forth  by  the  ancients 
in  that  feigned  relation  of  Orpheus  theatre ;  where  all  beasts 
and  birds  assembled,  and  forgetting  their  several  appetites, 
some  of  prey,  some  of  game,  some  of  quarrel,  stood  all  sociably 
together  listening  unto  the  airs  and  accords  of  the  harp ;  the 
sound  whereof  no  sooner  ceased,  or  was  drowned  by  some 
louder  noise,  but  every  beast  returned  to  his  own  nature: 
wherein  is  aptly  described  the  nature  and  condition  of  men ; 
who  are  full  of  savage  and  unreclaimed  desires,  of  profit,  of 
lust,  of  revenge,  which  as  long  as  they  give  ear  to  precepts,  to 
laws,  to  religion,  sweetly  touched  with  eloquence  and  persua- 
sion  of  books,  of  sermons,  of  harangues,  so  long  is  society  and 
peace  maintained ;  but  if  these  instruments  be  silent,  or  that 
sedition  and  tumult  make  them  not  audible,  all  things  dissolve 
into  anarchy  and  confusion. 

But  this  appeareth  more  manifestly,  when  kings  themselves, 
or  persons  of  authority  under  them,  or  other  governors  in  com- 
monwealths  and  popular  estates,  are  endued  with  learning.  For 
although  he  might  be  thought  partial  to  his  own  profession,  that 
said  Then  should  people  and  estates  he  happy,  when  either  kingjs 
were  philosophers^  or  philosophers  kings;  yet  so  much  is  verified 
by  experience,  that  under  learned  princes  and  governors  there 
have  been  ever  the  best  times:  for  howsoever  kings  may  have 
their  imperfections  in  their  passions  and  customs,  yet  if  they 
be  illununate  by  learning,  they  have  those  notions  of  religion, 
policy,  and  morality,  wUch  do  preserve  them  and  refrain  them 
from  all  ruinous  and  peremptory  errors  and  excesses;  whisper- 
ing evermore  in  their  ears,  when  counsellors  and  servants  stand 
mute  and  silent.  And  senators  or  counsellors  likewise  which 
be  learned,  do  proceed  upon  more  safe  and  substantial  princi- 
ples than  counsellors  which  are  only  men  of  experience ;  the 

*  commonly  in  edd.  1629  and  1633.  In  the  original,  etm-  ends  a  line  and  the  rest 
of  the  word  has  accidentally  dropped  out. 
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one  sort  keeping  dangers  afar  off,  whereas  the  other  discover 
them  not  till  they  come  near  hand,  and  then  trust  to  the  agility  i 
of  their  wit  to  ward  or  avoid  them. 

Which  felicity  of  times  under  learned  princes  (to  keep  still 
the  law  of  brevity,  by  using  the  most  eminent  and  selected 
examples)  doth  best  appear  in  the  age  which  passed  from  the 
death  of  Domitianus  the  emperor  until  the  reign  of  Commo- 
dus ;  comprehending  a  succession  of  six  princes  S  all  learned  or 
singular  favourers  and  advancers  of  learning ;  whieh  age,  for 
temporal  respects,  was  the  most  happy  and  flourishing  that  ever 
the  Koman  empire  (which  then  was  a  model  of  the  world)  en- 
joyed :  a  matter  revealed  and  prefigured  unto  Domitian  in  a 
dream  the  night  before  he  was  slain ;  for  he  thought  there  was 
grown  behind  upon  his  shoulders  a  neck  and  a  head  of  gold, 
which  came  accordingly  to  pass  in  those  golden  times  which 
succeeded :  of  which  princes  we  will  make  some  commemora- 
tion ;  wherein  although  the  matter  will  be  vulgar,  and  may  be 
thought  fitter  for  a  declamation  than  agreeable  to  a  treatise  in- 
folded as  this  is,  yet  because  it  is  pertinent  to  the  point  in  hand, 
Tieque  semper  arcum  tendit  ApoUo,  [and  Apollo  does  not  keep 
his  bow  always  bent,]  and  to  name  them  only  were  too  naked 
and  cursory,  I  will  not  omit  it  altogether.  ^ 

The  first  was  Nerva;  the  excellent  temper  of  whose  govern- 
ment is  by  a  glauce  in  Cornelius  Tacitus  touched  to  the  life : 
Postquam  divus  Nerva  res  olim  insodabiles  mtscuisset,  imperium  • 
et  libertatem :  [he  united  and  reconciled  two  things  which  used 
not  to  go  together — government  and  liberty].'  And  in  token 
of  his  learning,  the  last  act  of  his  short  reign  left  to  memory 
was  a  missive  to  his  adopted  son  Trajan,  proceeding  upon  some 
inward  discontent  at  the  ingratitude  of  the  times,  comprehended 
in  a  verse  of  Homer's ; 

Telis,  Phoebe,  tuis  lacrymas  ulciscere  nostras. 
[O  Phoebus,  with  thy  shaflts  avenge  these  tears.] 

■  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.    The  original  has  bcUmo. 
^   *  In  tbe  De  Augmentu  be  merely  says  *•  dt  quibut,"  i.  e,  the  golden  times,  ^  tU 
gWoHm  sed  brenttime  verba  faciam,**    And  the  next  five  paragraphs  are  condensed 
into  one. 

*  AgTic.  3. :  Quanqwtm  ....  Nena  Ctuar  nu  oHm  diuoeiabUet  mUeuerit^  frin- 
dptUum  ac  libertatem.  This  quotation  is  omitted  in  the  translation,  where  nothing  is 
said  of  the  character  of  Nenra's  government  except  that  he  was  dementiesimtu  impe' 
rotor,  quique,  gi  nihil  aUud,  orbi  Trajanum  deditt  from  which  It  would  almost  seem 
that  Bacon  thought  it  hardly  deserved  the  praise  which  Tacitus  bestows  upon  it  In 
evidence  of  his  learning  he  adds  that  he  was  the  firiend,  and  as  it  were  the  disciple,  of 
ApoUonins  the  Pythagorean. 
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<_.  Trajan,  who  succeeded^  was  for  his  person  not  learned :  but 
if  we  will  hearken  to  the  speech  of  our  Saviour,  that  saith.  He 
that  receweth  a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a  prophet^  shall  have  at 
prophet e  reward^  he  deserveth  to  be  placed  amongst  the  most 
learned  princes :  for  there  was  not  a  greater  admirer  of  learn- 
ing or  benefactor  of  learning ;  a  founder  of  famous  libraries,  a 
perpetual  advancer  of  learned  men  to  office,  and  a  familiar  con- 
verser  with  learned  professors  and  preceptors,  who  were  noted 
to  have  then  most  credit  in  court.^On  the  other  side,  how 

'  much  Trajan's  virtue  and  government  was  admired  and  re- 
nowned, surely  no  testimony  of  grave  and  faithful  history  doth 
more  lively  set  forth,  than  that  legend  tale  of  Gregorius  Mag- 
nus, bishop  of  Rome,  who  was  noted  for  the  extreme  envy  he 
bare  towards  all  heathen  excellency :  and  yet  he  is  reported, 
out  of  the  love  and  estimation  of  Trajan's  moral  virtues,  to 
have  made  unto  God  passionate  and  fervent  prayers  for  the 
delivery  of  his  soul  out  of  hell;  and  to  have  obtained  it,  with  a 
caveat  that  he  should  make  no  more  such  petitions.^  In  this 
prince's  time  also  the  persecutions  against  the  Christians  re- 
ceived intermission,  upon  the  certificate  of  Plinius  Secundus, 
a  man  of  excellent  learning  and  by  Trajan  advanced. 

Adrian,  his  successor,  was  the  most  curious  man  that  livedo 
and  the  most  universal  inquirer ;  insomuch  as  it  was  noted  for 
an  error  in  his  mind,  that  he  desired  to  comprehend  all  things, 
and  not  to  reserve  himself  for  the  worthiest  things;  falling 
into  the  like  humour  that  was  long  before  noted  in  Philip  of 
Macedon,  who  when  he  would  needs  over-rule  and  put  down 
an  excellent  musician  in  an  argument  touching  music,  was  well 
answered  by  him  again,  Crod  forbid^  Sir,  (saith  he,)  that  your 
fortune  should  be  so  bad,  cu  to  know  these  things  better  than  /•' 

>  To  tbl8  stoiy  Dante  alludes  in  the  tenth  canto  of  Purgatory ;  taking  it  apparently 
firom  the  life  of  Gregory  by  Paul  the  Deacon.  It  seems  first  to  baye  been  mentioned 
by  John  Damascene  in  his  dLscourse  «*  De  lis  qui  in  flde  dormlerunt  ;**  from  whom 
St  Thomas  Aquinas  quotes  it  in  his  SMpplmuniary  QuestUnu,  71.  5.  The  hymn 
sung  in  the  fourteenth  century  in  the  Cathedral  of  Mantua  on  St  Paul's  day,  is 
another  curious  instance  of  the  appreciation  of  Heathen  worth  ]n  the  middle  ages.  It 
Is  there  said  of  St  Pisul, 

Ad  Maronis  mausoleum 

Ductus  fudit  super  eum 

Pie  rorem  lacryms ; 

Quern  te,  inquit,  reddidlsaem 

Si  te  Yivum  invenlssem 

Poetarum  maxime  I 
See  SchoeIl*8  Hittaire  de  la  LiUirahtre  Romahu.  —  R,  L,  E.    This  whole  passage  is 
omitted  in  the  translation. 
*  Plutarch,  Apoph. 
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It  pleased  God  likewise  to  use  the  curiosity  of  this  emperor  as 
an  inducement  to  the  peace  of  his  church  in  those  days.  For 
having  Christ  in  veneration^  not  as  a  God  or  Saviour,  but  as 
a  wonder  or  novelty,  and  having  his  picture  in  his  gallery 
matched  with  Appollonius  (with  whom  in  his  vain  imagination 
he  thought  he  had  some  conformity),  yet  it  served  the  turn  to 
allay  the  bitter  hatred  of  those  times  against  the  Christian 
name;  so  as  the  church  had  peace  during  his  time.^  And  for 
his  government  civil,  although  he  did  not  attain  to  that  of 
Trajan's*  in  glory  of  arms  or  perfection  of  justice^  yet  in  de- 
serving of  the  weal  of  the  subject  he  did  exceed  him.  For 
Trajan  erected  many  famous  monuments  and  buildings ;  inso- 
much as  Constantino  the  Great  in  emulation  was  wont  to  call 
him  Ftarietaria,  wall  flower,  because  his  name  was  upon  so 
many  walls :  but  his  buildings  and  works  were  more  of  glory 
and  triumph  than  use  and  necessity.  But  Adrian  spent  his 
whole  reign,  which  was  peaceable,  in  a  perambidation  or  survey 
of  the  Roman  empire;  giving  order  and  making  assignation 
where  he  went  for  re-edifying  of  cities,  towns,  and  forts  de- 
cayed, and  for  cutting  of  rivers  and  streams,  and  for  making 
bridgea  and  passages,  and  for  policing'  of  cities  and  conmion- 
alties  with  new  ordinances  and  constitutions,  and  granting  new 
franchises  and  incorporations ;  so  that  his  whole  time  was  a 
very  restoration  of  all  the  lapses  and  decays  of  former  times. 

Antoninus^  Pius,  who  succeeded  him,  was  a  prince  ex- 
cellentiy  learned ;  and  had  the  patient  and  subtile  wit  of  a 
schoolman ;  insomuch  as  in  conmion  speech  (which  leaves  no 
virtue  untaxed)  he  was  called  cymini  sectary  a  carver  or  di- 
vider of  cummin  seed,  which  is  one  of  the  least  seeds ;  such  a 
,  patience  he  had  and  settled  spirit  to  enter  into  the  least  and 
most  exact  differences  of  causes ;  a  fruit  no  doubt  of  the  ex- 
ceeding tranquillity  and  serenity  of  his  mind ;  which  being  no 
ways  charged  or  incmnbered  either  with  feats,  remorses,  or 
scruples,  but  having  been  noted  for  a  man  of  the  purest  good- 
ness, without  all  fiction  or  affectation,  that  hath  reigned  or 

*  There  sefms  here  a  confusioD  of  two  stories.  It  was  Alexander  Severus  who 
according  to  Lampridius  had  a  picture  of  our  Saviour  *'  matched  with  ApoUonf us'* 
and  with  some  others.  Hadrian  however  did  honour  Apollonius  and  is  said  to  have 
thought  of  dedicating  a  temple  to  Christ,  which,  if  I  remember  rightly,  Alexander 
actually  did.  — i?.i:.^. 

*  So  in  all  three  editions.    Qy.  Tn^an  ? 

'  poUieing^  edd.  1605  and  1629.    ptiUshing,  ed.  1633. 

*  Anttmius,  edd.  1605,  1629,  1633. 
VOL.  III.  X 
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livedo  made  his  mind  continually  present  and  entire.  He  like* 
wise  approached  a  degree  nearer  unto  Christianity^  and  became, 
us  Agrippa  said  unto  St.  Paul,  half  a  Christian;  holding  their 
religion  and  law  in  good  opinion,  and  not  only  ceasing  persecu- 
tion, but  giving  way  to  the  advancement  of  Christians. 

There  succeeded  him  the  first  Divi  fratres,  the  two  adoptive 
brethren,  Lucius  Commodus  Verua,  son  to  -^lius  Verus,  who 
delighted  much  in  the  softer  kind  of  learning,  and  was  wont 
to  call  the  poet  Martial  his  Virgil ;  and  Marcus  Aurelius  An- 
toninus ;  whereof  the  later,  who  obscured  his  colleague '  and 
survived  him  long,  was  named  the  Philosopher :  who 'as  he  ex- 
celled all  the  rest  in  learning,  so  he  excelled  them  likewise  in 
perfection  of  all  royal  virtues ;  insomuch  as  Julianus  the  em- 
peror, in  his  book  intitled  Ccesares,  being  as  a  pasquil  or  satire 
to  deride  all  his  predecessors,  feigned  that  they  were  all  invited 
to  a  banquet  of  the  gods,  and  Silenus  the  jester  sat  at  the 
nether  end  of  the  table  and  bestowed  a  scoff  on  every  one  as 
they  came  in ;  but  when  Marcus  Philosophus  came  in,  Silenus 
was  gravelled  and  out  of  countenance,'  not  knowing  where  to 
carp  at  him ;  save  at  the  last  he  gave  a  glance  at  his  patience 
towards  his  wife.  And  the  virtue  of  this  prince,  continued 
with  that  of  his  predecessor,  made  the  name  of  Antoninus  so 
sacred  in  the  world,  that  though  it  were  extremely  dishonoured 
in  Commodus,  Caracalla,  and  Heliogabalus,  who  all  bare  the 
name,  yet  when  Alexander  Severus  refused  the  name  because 
he  was  a  stranger  to  the  family,  the  Senate  with  one  acclama- 
tion said,  Q^amodo  Augustus,  sic  et  Antoninus :  [let  the  name 
of  Antoninus  be  as  the  name  of  Augustus :]  in  such  renown 
and  veneration  was  the  name  of  these  two  princes  in  those 
days,  that  they  would  have  it  as  a  perpetual  addition  in  all  the 
emperors'  style.  In  this  emperor's  time  also  the  church  for 
the  most  part  was  in  peace;  so  as  in  this  sequence  of  six 
princes  we  do  see  the  blessed  effects  of  learning  in  sovereignty, 
painted  forth  in  the  greatest  table  of  the  world 

But  for  a  tablet  or  picture  of  smaller  volume,  (not  presmning 
to  speak  of  your  Majesty  that  Uveth,)  in  my  judgment  the 
most  excellent  is  that  of  queen  Elizabeth,  your  immediate  pre- 
decessor in  this  part  of  Britain ;  a  prince  that,  if  Plutarch  were 

>  In  the  translation  he  says  that  Lucius  though  not  so  good  as  his  brother  was 
better  than  most  of  the  other  emperors.  {^Fratri  qmdem  bomitaie  eedmu,  nliqwt  tm- 
parainreM  plurimo»  ivpermu.^ 
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now  alive  to  write  lives'  by  parallels,  would  trouble  bim,  I 
thinks  to  find  for  her  a  parallel  amongst  women.  This  lady 
was  endued  with  learning  in  her  sex  singular^  and  rare^  even 
amongst  masculine  princes;  whether  we  speak  of  learning 
of  language  or  of  science ;  modern  or  ancient ;  divinity  or 
humanity.  And  unto  the  very  last  year  of  her  life  she 
accustomed  to  appoint  set  hours  for  reading,  scarcely  any 
young  student  in  an  imiversity  more  daily  or  more  duly.  As 
for  her^  government,  I  assure  myself  I  shall  not  exceed  if  I  do 
affirm  that  this  part  of  the  island  never  had  forty-five  years  of 
better  times ;  and  yet  not  through  the  calmness  of  the  sea- 
son, but  through  the  wisdom  of  her  regiment.  For  if  there  be 
considered  of  the  one  side,  the  truth  of  religion  established ; 
the  constant  peace  and  security;  the  good  administration  of 
justice;  the  temperate  use  of  the  prerogative,  not  slackened, 
nor  much  strained ;  the  fiourishing  state  of  learning,  sortable 
to  80  excellent  a  patroness;  the  convenient  estate  of  wealth 
and  means,  both  of  crown  and  subject ;  the  habit  of  obedience, 
and  the  moderation  of  discontents ;  and  there  be  considered  on 
the  other  side,  the  differences  of  religion,  the  troubles  of  neigh- 
bour countries,  the  ambition  of  Spain,  and  opposition  of  Bome ; 
and  then  that  she  was  solitary  and  of  herself:  these  things  I 
say  considered,  as  I  could  not  have  chosen  an  instance  so  recent 
and  so  proper,  so  I  suppose  I  could  not  have  chosen  one  more 
remarkable  or  eminent,  to  the  purpose  now  in  hand;  which  is 
concerning  the  conjunction  of  learning  in  the  prince  with  felicity 
in  the  people.* 

Neither  hath  learning  an  infiuence  and  operation  only  upon 
civil  merit  and  moral  virtue,  and  the  arts  or  temperature  of 
peace  and  peaceable  government;  but  likewise  it  hath  no  less 
power  and  efficacy  in  enablement  towards  martial  and  military 
virtue  and  prowess;  as  may  be  notably  represented  in  the 
examples  of  Alexander  the  Great  and  Cassar  the  Dictator, 
mentioned  before,  but  now  in  fit  place  to  be  resumed;  of 
whose  virtues  and  acts  in  war  there  jieeds  no  note  or  recital, 

>  fyiut,  ed.  1605  and  1629.     Kna  ed.  1633. 

'  So  cdd.  16S9  and  1633.    Ed.  1605  has  yraee. 

'  Edd.  1629  and  1633  bave  or;  with  a  semicolon  after  Uanung,  where  the  originid 
has  a  comma ;  the  omission  of  which  makes  the  meaning  and  construction  clear. 

«  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.    The  original  has  thM, 

'  This  paragraph  is  entirelj  omitted  in  the  i>«  Avgmaiiu ;  no  doubt  as  one  which 
would  not  be  allowed  at  Borne  and  might  lead  to  the  proscription  of  the  book.  Set 
note  p.  277. 
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huTifig-  been  the  wonders  of  time  in  that  kind ;  but  of  their 
affections  towards  learnings  and  perfections  in  learnings  it  is 
pertinent  to  say  somewhat. 

Alexander  was  bred  and  tanght  under  Aristotle  the  great 
philosopher^  who  dedicated  divers  of  his  books  of  philosophy 
unto  him.  He  was  attended  with  Callisthenes  and  divers  other 
learned  persons,  that  followed  him  in  camp,  throughout  his 
journeys  and  conquests.  What  price  and  estimation  he  had 
learning  in  doth  notably  appear  in  these  three  particulars :  first, 
in  the  envy  he  used  to  express  that  he  bare  towards  Achilles, 
in  this  that  he  had  so  good  a  trumpet  of  his  praises  as  Homer's 
verses ;  secondly,  in  the  judgment  or  solution  he  gave  touching 
that  precious  cabinet  of  Darius,  which  was  found  among  his 
jewels,  whereof  question  was  made  what  thing  was  worthy  to 
be  put  into  it,  and  he  gave  his  opinion  for  Homer's  works; 
thirdly,  in  his  letter  to  Aristotle,  after  he  had  set  forth  his 
books  of  nature,  wherein  he  expostulateth  with  him  for  pub- 
lishing the  secrets  or  mysteries  of  philosophy,  and  gave  him  to 
understand  that  himself  esteemed  it  more  to  excel  other  men  in 
learning  and  knowledge  than  in  power  and  empire.  And  what 
use  he  had  of  learning  doth  appear,  or  rather  shine,  in  all  his 
speeches  and  answers,  being  fidl  of  science  and  use  of  science, 
and  that  in  all  variety. 

And  herein  again  it  may  seem  a  thing  schokstical,  and 
somewhat  idle,  to  recite  things  that  every  man  knoweth ;  but 
yet  since  the  argument  I  handle  leadeth  me  thereunto,  I  am 
glad  that  men  shall  perceive  I  am  as  willing  to  flatter  (if  they 
will  so  call  it)  an  Alexander  or  a  Csesar  or  an  Antoninus,  that 
are  dead  many  hundred  years  since,  as  any  that  now  liveth: 
for  it  is  the  displaying  of  the  glory  of  learning  in  sovereignty 
that  I  propound  to  myself,  and  not  an  humour  of  declaiming 
in  any  man's  praises.^  Observe  then  the  speech  he  used  of 
Diogenes,  and  see  if  it  tend  not  to  the  true  state  of  one  of  the 
greatest  questions  of  moral  philosophy  ;  whether  the  enjoying 
of  outward  things  or  the  contemning  of  them  be  the  greatest 
happiness ;  for  when  he  saw  Diogenes  so  perfectly  contented 
with  so  littie,  he  said  to  those  that  mocked  at  his  condition. 
Were  Inot  Alexander  y  I  would  wish  to  be  Diogenes.  But  Seneca 
inverteth  it,  and  saith,  Pitts  erat  quod  hie  nollet  acciperey  quam 
quod  ille  posset  dare.     There  were  more  things  which  Diogenes 

>  All  this  from  the  beginning  of  the  paragraph  is  omitted  in  the  translation. 
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would  have  refused,  than  those  were  which  Alexander  ootdd 
have  given  or  enjoyed* 

Observe  again  that  speech  which  was  usual  with  him^  JTiat 
he  felt  his  mortality  chiefly  in  two  things^  sleep  and  lust ;  and  see 
if  it  were  not  a  speech  extracted  out  of  the  depth  of  natural 
philosophy,  and  liker  to  have  comen  out  of  the  mouth  of  Ari"- 
stotle  or  Democritus  than  from  Alexander.' 

See  again  that  speech  of  humanity  and  poesy ;  when  upon 
the  bleeding  of  his  wounds,  he  called  unto  him  one  of  his  flat- 
terers that  was  wont  to  ascribe  to  him  divine  honour,  and  said, 
Loohf  this  is  very  bhod;  this  is  not  such  a  liquor  as  Homer 
speaketh  of,  which  ran  from  Venui  hand  when  it  was  pierced  by 
Diomedes. 

See  likewise  his  readiness  in  reprehension  of  logic,  in  the 
speech  he  used  to  Cassander  upon  a  complaint  that  was  made 
against  his  father  Antipater :  for  when  Alexander  happed  to 
say.  Do  you  think  these  men  would  have  come  from  so  far  to 
complain^  except  they  had  just  cause  of  grief  f  and  Cassander 
answered,  Yea^  that  was  the  matter ,  because  they  thought  they 
should  not  be  disproved;  said  Alexander  laughing.  See  the 
subtilties  of  Aristotle,  to  take  a  matter  both  ways,  pro  et  contra, 
&c. 

But  note  again  how  well  he  could  use  the  same  art  which  he 
reprehended,  to  serve  his  own  humour,  when  bearing  a  secret 
grudge  to  Callisthenes  because  he  was  agunst  the  new  cere- 
mony of  his  adoration,  feasting  one  night  where  the  same  Cal- 
listhenes was  at  the  table,  it  was  moved  by  some  after  supper, 
for  entertainment  sake,  that  Callisthenes  who  was  an  eloquent 
man  might  speak  of  some  theme  or  purpose  at  his  own  choice ; 
which  Callisthenes  did;  choosing  the  praise  of  the  Macedonian 
nation  for  his  discourse,  a^nd  performing  the  same  with  so  good 
manner  as  the  hearers  were  much  ravished ;  whereupon  Alex- 
ander, nothii^  pleased,  said.  It  was  easy  to  be  eloquent  upon  so 
good  a  subject:  but  saith  he.  Turn  your  style,  and  let  us  hear  what 
you  can  say  against  us :  which  Callisthenes  presently  undertook, 
and  did  with  that  sting  and  life,  that  Alexander  interrupted 
him,  and  said,  ITie  goodness  of  the  cause  made  him  eloquent 
before,  and  despite  made  him  eloquent  then  again. 

■  cum  tam  indigentia  tarn  redundarUia  naturm,  ptr  iUa  duo  duiffnata,  mortis  $in^ 
tanquam  arrhabones;  the  two  opposite  imperfections  of  natare,  deflctency  and  saper- 
flulty,  exfaaiution  and  incontinence,  being  as  it  were  earnests  of  mortality. 
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Consider  farther/ for  tropes  of  rhetoric^  that  excellent  use  of 
a  metaphor  or  translation^  wherewith  he  taxed  Antipater^  who 
was  an  imperious  and  tyrannous  governor :  for  when  one  of 
Antipater's  friends  commended  him  to  Alexander  for  his  mo- 
deration^  that  he  did  not  degenerate^  as  his  other  lieutenants 
did^  into  the  Persian  pride^  in  use  of  purple^  but  kept  the 
ancient  habit  of  Macedon^  of  black ;  True,  (saith  Alexander,) 
but  Antipater  is  all  purple  within.  Or  that  other,  when  Par- 
menio  came  to  him  in  the  plain  of  Arbella,  and  shewed  him  the 
innumerable  multitude  of  his  enemies,  specially  as  they  ap- 
peared by  the  infinite  number  of  lights,  as  it  had  been  a  new 
firmament  of  stars,  and  thereupon  advised  him  to  assail  them 
by  night:  whereupon  he  answered,  ThcU  he  would  not  steal  the 
victory. 

For  matter  of  policy,  weigh  that  significant  distinction,  so 
much  in  all  ages  embraced,  that  he  made  between  his  two 
friends  Hephssstion  and  Craterus,  when  he  said,  TTiat  the  one 
loved  Alexander,  arid  the  other  loved  the  king ;  describing  the 
principal  difference  of  princes'  best  servants,  that  some  in  affec- 
tion love  their  person,  and  others  in  duty  love  their  crown. 

Weigh  also  that  excellent  taxation  of  an  error  ordinary  with 
counsellors  of  princes,  that  they  counsel  their  masters  according 
to  the  model  of  their  own  mind  and  fortune,  and  not  of  their 
masters ;  when  upon  Darius'  great  offers  Parmenio  had  said. 
Surely  I  would  accept  these  offers,  were  I  as  Alexander;  saith 
Alexander,  So  would  I,  were  las  Parmenio. 

Lastly,  weigh  that  quick  and  acute  reply  which  he  made 
when  he  gave  so  large  gifts  to  his  friends  and  servants,  and  was 
asked  what  he  did  reserve  for  himself,  and  he  answered,  Hope; 
weigh,  I  say,  whether  he  had  not  cast  up  his  account  aright, 
because  hope  must  be  the  portion  of  all  that  resolve  upon  great 
enterprises.  For  this  was  Csesar's  portion  when  he  went  first 
into  Graul,  his  estate  being  then  utterly  overthrown  with  lar- 
gesses. And  this  was  likewise  the  portion  of  that  noble  prince, 
howsoever  transported  with  ambition,  Henry  duke  of  Guise,  of 
whom  it  was  usually  said,  that  he  was  the  greatest  usurer  in 
France,  because  he  had  turned  all  his  estate  into  obligations. 

To  conclude  therefore:  as  certain  critics  are  used  to  say 
hyperbolically.  That  if  all  sciences  were  lost,  they  might  be  found 
in  Virgil;  so  certainly  this  may  be  said  truly,  there  are  the 
prints  and  footsteps  of  learning  in  those  few  speeches  which  are 
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reported  of  this  prince :  the  admiration  of  whom^  when  I  coib- 
eider  him  not  as  Alexander  the  Ghreat ^  but  as  Aristotle's  scholar^ 
hath  carried  me  too  fiur. 

As  for  Julius  Cadsar,  the  excellency  of  his  learning  needelih 
not  to  be  argued  from  his  education,  or  his  company,  or  his 
speeches;  but  in  a  furtiier  degree  dotii  declare  itselJF  in  his 
writings  and  works ;  whereof  some  are  extant  and  permanent, 
and  some  unfortunately  perished.  For  first,  we  see  there  is  left 
imto  us  that  excellent  history  of  his  own  wars,  which  he  intitied 
only  a  Commentary,  wherein  all  succeeding  times  have  admired 
the  solid  weight  of  matter,  and  the  real  passages  and  lively 
images  of  actions  and  persons,  expressed  in  tiie  greatest  pro- 
priety of  words  and  perspicuity  of  narration  that  ever  was ; 
which  that  it  was  not  the  effect  of  a  natural  gift,  but  of 
learning  and  precept,  is  well  witnessed  by  that  work  of  his 
intitied  De  Arudoffia,  being  a  grammatical  philosophy,  wherein 
he  did  labour  to  make  this  same  vox  ad  plaeUum  to  become 
vox  ad  ticitumy  and  to  reduce  custom  of  speech  to  congruity  of 
speech ;  and  took  as  it  were  the  picture  of  words  from  the  life 
of  reason.^ 

So  we  receive  from  him,  as  a  monument  both  of  his  power 
and  learning,  tiie  then  reformed  computation  of  tiie  year ;  well 
expressing,  that  he  took  it  to  be  as  great  a  glory  to  himself  to 
observe  and  know  the  law  of  the  heavens  as  to  give  law  to  men 
upon  the  eartii. 

So  likewise  in  that  book  of  his  Anti-  Cato,  it  may  easily  appear 
that  he  did  aspire  as  well  to  victory  of  wit  as  victory  of  war ; 
undertaking  tiierein  a  conflict  against  the  greatest  champion 
with  the  pen  tiiat  then  lived,  Cicero  the  orator. 

So  again  in  his  book  of  Apophthegms  which  he  collected,  we 
see  tiiat  he  esteemed  it  more  honour  to  make  himself  but  a 
pair  of  tables  to  take  the  wise  and  pitiiy  words  of  others,  tiian 
to  have  every  word  of  his  own  to  be  made  an  apophtiiegm  or 
an  oracle ;  as  vfdn  princes,  by  custom  of  flattery,  pretend  to  do. 
And  yet  if  I  should  enumerate  divers  of  his  speeches,  as  I  did 
those  of  Alexander,  they  are  truly  such  as  Salomon  notetii, 
when  he  saith.  Verba  sapientum  tanquam  aeulei,  et  tanquam  clavi 

*  This  panage  is  translated  without  addltioii  or  alteration.  But  Bacon  seems  to 
have  changed  his  opinion  afterwards  upon  the  point  in  question.  For  in  the  sixth 
book  of  the  De  jiugtnentis,  c  L,  he  intimates  a  suspicion  that  C«sar*8  book  was  not  a 
grammatical  philosophy,  but  only  a  set  (rf  precepts  for  the  formation  of  a  pore,  perfect,, 
aud  unaflfccted  st^rl^     See  VoL  L  p.  654. 
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in  altum  d^fixi:  [the  words  of  the  wise  are  as  goads,  and  as 
nails  fixed  deep  in :]  whereof  I  will  only  recite  three^  not  so 
delectable  for  elegancy^  but  adniirable  for  vigour  and  efficacy. 

As  firsts  it  is  reason  he  be  thought  a  master  of  words,  that 
could  with  one  word  appease  a  mutiny  in  his  army ;  which  was 
thus.  The  Romans,  when  their  generals  did  speak  to  their 
army,  did  use  the  word  Milites;  but  when  the  magistrates  spake 
to  the  people,  they  did  use  the  word  Quirites.  The  soldiers 
were  in  tumult,  and  seditiously  prayed  to  be  cashiered ;  not 
that  they  so  meant,  but  by  expostulation  thereof  to  draw  Cassar 
to  other  conditions ;  wherein  he  being  resolute  not  to  give  way, 
after  some  silence,  he  began  his  speech,  JEgo,  Quirites ;  which 
did  admit  them  already  cashiered;  wherewith  they  were  so 
surprised,  crossed,  and  confused,  as  they  would  not  suffer  him 
to  go  on  in  his  speech,  but  relinquished  their  demands,  and 
made  it  their  suit  to  be  again  called  by  the  name  of  Milites. 

The  second  speech  was  thus :  Csssar  did  extremely  affect  the 
name  of  king;  and  some  were  set  on,  as  he  passed  by,  in  po- 
pular acclamation  to  salute  him  king ;  whereupon,  finding  the 
cry  weak  and  poor,  he  put  it  off  thus  in  a  kind  of  jest,  as  if 
they  had  mistaken  his  surname ;  Nan  Rex  suniy  sed  Casar :  [I 
am  not  Eling,  but  C»sar :]  a  speech,  that  if  it  be  searched,  the 
life  and  fulness  of  it  can  scarce  be  expressed :  for  first  it  was  a 
refusal  of  the  name,  but  yet  not  serious :  again  it  did  signify 
an  infinite  confidence  and  magnanimity,  as  if  he  presumed 
Cffisar  was  the  greater  title ;  as  by  his  worthiness  it  is  come  to 
pass  till  this  day :  but  chiefly  it  was  a  speech  of  great  allure- 
ment towards  his  own  purpose ;  as  if  the  state  did  strive  with 
him  but  for  a  name,  whereof  mean  families  were  vested ;  for 
Bex  was  a  surname  with  the  Bomans,  as  well  as  King  is 
with  us. 

The  last  speech  which  I  will  mention,  was  used  to  Metellus; 
when  Caesar,  after  war  declared,  did  possess  himself  of  the  city 
of  Bome ;  at  which  time  entering  into  the  inner  treasury  to 
take  the  money  there  accumulate,  Metellus  being  tribune  for- 
bade him :  whereto  CaBsar  said.  That  if  he  did  not  desist,  he 
would  lay  him  dead  in  the  place;  and  presently  taking  himself 
up,  he  added,  Vounff  man,  it  is  harder  for  me  to  speak  it  than  to 
do  it.  Adolescensy  durius  est  mihi  hoc  dicere  quam  facere.  A 
speech  compounded  of  the  greatest  terror  and  greatest  clemency 
that  could  proceed  out  of  the  mouth  of  man. 
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But  to  return  and  conclude  with  hhn :  it  is  evident  himself 
knew  well  his  own  perfection  in  learnings  and  took  it  upon 
him ;  as  appeared  when  upon  occasion  that  some  spake  what  a 
strange  resolution  it  was  in  Lucius  SyUa  to  resign  his  die* 
tature,  he  scoffing  at  him^  to  his  own  advantage^  answered^ 
That  SyUa  could  not  skill  of  letters,  and  therefore  knew  not  koto 
to  dictate. 

And  here  it  were  fit  to  leave  this  point  touching  the  con- 
currence of  military  virtue  and  learning ;  (for  what  example 
would  come  with  any  grace  after  those  two  of  Alexander  and 
CaBsar?)  were  it  not  in  regard  of  the  rareness  of  circumstance 
that  I  find  in  one  other  particular^  as  that  which  did  so  sud- 
denly pass  from  extreme  scorn  to  extreme  wonder ;  and  it  is  of 
Xenophon  tiie  philosopher^  who  went  from  Socrates'  school 
into  Asia^  in  the  expedition  of  Cyrus  the  younger  agidnst  king 
Artaxerxes.  This  Xenophon  at  that  time  was  very  yotmg, 
and  never  had  seen  the  wars  before ;  neither  had  any  command 
in  the  army,  but  only  followed  the  war  as  a  voluntary,  for  the 
love  and  conversation  of  Proxenus  his  friend.  He  was  present 
-when  Falinus  came  in  message  from  the  great  king  to  the 
Grecians,  after  that  Cyrus  was  slain  in  the  field,  and  they  a 
handfid  of  men  left  to  themselves  in  the  midst  of  the  king's 
territories,  cut  off*  from  their  country  by  many  navigable  rivers, 
and  many  hundred  miles.  The  message  imported  that  they 
should  deliver  up  their  arms,  and  submit  themselves  to  the 
king's  mercy.  To  which  message  before  answer  was  made, 
divers  of  the  army  conferred  familiarly  with  Falinus;  and 
amongst  the  rest  Xenophon  happened  to  say,  fFky  Falinus,  we 
have  now  but  these  two  things  left,  our  arms  and  our  virtue  ;  and 
if  we  yield  up  our  arms,  how  shall  we  make  use  of  our  virtue  f 
Whereto  Falinus  smiling  on  him,  said.  If  I  be  not  deceived, 
young  gentleman,  you  are  an  Athenian  ;  and  I  believe  you  study 
philosophy,  and  it  is  pretty  that  you  say ;  but  you  are  much 
abused  if  you  think  your  virtue  can  withstand  the  king's  power. 
Here  was  the  scorn ;  the  wonder  followed :  which  was,  that 
this  young  scholar  or  philosopher,  after  all  the  captains  were 
murdered  in  parley  by  treason,  conducted  those  ten  thousand 
foot  through  the  heart  of  all  the  king's  high  countries  from 
Babylon  to  Grsecia  in  safety,  in  despite  of  all  the  king's  forces, 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  world,  and  the  encouragement  of 
the  Grecians  in  time  succeeding  to  make  invasion  upon  the 
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kings  of  Persia ;  as  was  after  purposed  by  Jason  the  Thessalian, 
attempted  bj  Agesilaus  the  Spartan^  and  achieved  by  Alex- 
ander the  Macedonian ;  all  upon  the  ground  of  the  act  of  that 
young  scholar. 

To  proceed  now  from  imperial  and  military  virtue  to  moral 
and  private  virtue :  firsts  it  is  an  assured  truth  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  verses^ 

Scilicet  iDgenuas  didicisse  fideliter  artes 
Emolllt  mores,  nee  sinit  esse  feros ; 

[a  true  proficiency  in  liberal  learning  softens  and  humamses  the 
manners].  It  taketh  away  the  wildness  and  barbarism  and  fierce- 
ness of  men's  minds :  but  indeed  the  accent  had  need  be  upon 
fideliter :  [it  must  be  a  trtie  proficiency  :]  for  a  little  superficial 
learning^  doth  rather  work  a  contrary  effect  It  taketh  away 
all  levity^  temerity^  and  insolency,  by  copious  suggestion  of  all 
doubts  and  difficulties^  and  acquainting  the  mind  to  balance 
reasons  on  both  sides^  and  to  turn  back  the  first  offers  and 
conceits  of  the  mind,  and  to  accept  of  nothing  but  examined 
and  tried.  It  taketh  away  vain  admiration  of  any  thing, 
which  is  the  root  of  all  weakness.  For  all  things  are  admired, 
either  because  they  are  new,  or  because  they  are  great.  For 
novelty,  no  man  that  wadeth  in  learning  or  contemplation 
throughly,  but  will  find  that  printed  in  his  heart  Nil  novi 
super  terram :  [there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun].  Neither 
can  any  man  marvel  at  the  play  of  puppets,  that  goeth  behind 
the  curtain  and  adviseth  well  of  the  motion.  And  for  magni- 
tude, as  Alexander  the  Great  after  that  he  was  used  to  great 
armies  and  the  great  conquests  of  the  spacious  provinces  in 
Asia,  when  he  received  letters  out  of  Greece  of  some  fights 
and  services  there,  which  were  commonly  for  a  passage  or  a 
fort  or  some  walled  town  at  the  most,  he  said.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  he  was  advertised  of  the  battles  of  the  frogs  and 
the  mice,  that  the  old  tales  went  of:  so  certainly  if  a  man 
meditate  much  upon  the  universal  frame  of  nature,  the  earth 
with  men  upon  it  (the  divineness  of  souls  except)  will  not 
seem  much  other  than  an  ant-hill,  whereas  some  ants  carry 
corn,  and  some  carry  their  young,  and  some  go  empty, 
and  all  to  and  fro  a  little  heap  of  dust.  It  taketh  away  or 
mitigateth  fear  of  death  or  adverse  fortune ;  which  is  one  of 

'  iumttUtu»ia  cogmtio. 
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the  greatest  impediments  of  virtae  and  imperfections  of  man- 
ners. For  if  a  man's  mind  be  deeply  seasoned  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  mortality  and  corruptible  natare  of  things^  he 
will  easily  concur  with  Epictetus,  who  went  forth  one  day 
and  saw  a  woman  weeping  for  her  pitcher  of  earth  that  was 
broken,  and  went  forth  the  next  day  and  saw  a  woman  weep- 
ing for  her  son  that  was  dead;  and  thereupon  said,  Heri  vidi 
fragilem  frangi^  hodie  vidi  martalefn  mori :  [yesterday  I  saw 
a  brittle  thing  broken,  to-day  a  mortal  dead].  And  therefore 
Virgil  did  excellently  and  profoundly  couple  the  knowledge 
of  causes  and  the  conquest  of  all  fears  together,  as  concomi* 
tantia. 

Felix  qui  potuit  remm  oognoscere  cansas, 
Quiqne  metus  omnes  et  inezorabile  fatum 
Subjecit  pedibus,  strepltumque  Acherontis  avail. 

[Happy  the  man  who  doth  the  causes  know 
Of  all  that  is :  serene  he  stands,  above 
All  fears ;  above  the  inexorable  Fate, 
And  that  insatiate  gulph  that  roars  below.] 

It  were  too  long  to  go  over  the  particular  remedies  which 
learning  doth  minister  to  all  the  diseases  of  the  mind ;  some- 
times purging  the  ill  humours,  sometimes  opening  the  obstruc- 
tions, sometimes  helping  digestion,  sometimes  increasing  appe- 
tite, sometimes  healing  the  wounds  and  exulcerations  thereof, 
and  the  like ;  and  therefore  I  will  conclude  with  that  which 
hath  rationem  totius;  which  is,  that  it  disposeth  the  constitution  of 
the  mind  not  to  be  fixed  or  settled  in  the  defects  thereof,  but 
still  to  be  capable  and  susceptible  of  growth  and  reformation. 
For  the  unlearned  man  knows  not  what  it  is  to  descend  into 
himself  or  to  call  himself  to  account,  nor  the  pleasure  of  that 
suavissima  vitOy  indies  sentire  se  fieri  melicremy  [to  feel  himself 
each  day  a  better  man  than  he  was  the  day  before].  The 
good  parts  he  hath  he  will  learn  to  shew  to  the  full  and 
use  them  dexterously,  but  not  much  to  increase  them:. the 
faults  he  hath  he  will  learn  how  to  hide  and  colour  them,  but 
not  much  to  amend  them ;  like  an  ill  mower,  that  mows  on  still 
and  never  whets  his  scythe :  whereas  with  the  learned  man 
it  fares  otherwise,  that  he  doth  ever  intermix  the  correction 
and  amendment  of  his  mind  with  the  use  and  employment 
thereof,  Nay  further,  in  general  and  in  sum,  certain  it  is  that 
Veritas  and  bonitas  differ  but  as  the  seal  and  the  print ;  for 
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truth  prints  goodness,  and  they  be  the  clouds  of  error  whidi 
descend  in  the  storms  of  passions  and  perturbations. 

From  moral  virtue  let  us  pass  on  to  matter  of  power  and 
commandment,  and  consider  whether  in  right  reason  there 
be  any  comparable  with  that  wherewith  knowledge  investeth 
and  crowneth  man's  nature.  We  see  the  dignity  of  the  com- 
mandment is  according  to  the  dignity  of  the  conunanded :  to 
have  commandment  over  beasts,  as  herdsmen  have,  is  a  thing 
contemptible ;  to  have  commandment  over  children,  as  school- 
masters have,  is  a  matter  of  small  honour ;  to  have  command- 
ment over  galley-slaves  is  a  disparagement  rather  than  an 
honour.  Neither  is  the  commandment  of  tyrants  much  better, 
over  people  which  have  put  off  the  generosity  of  their  minds: 
and  therefore  it  was  ever  holden  that  honours  in  free  mo« 
narchies  and  commonwealths  had  a  sweetness  more  than  in 
tyrannies ;  because  the  commandment  extendeth  more  over  the 
wills  of  men,  and  not  only  over  their  deeds  and  services.  And 
therefore  when  Virgil  putteth  himself  forth  to  attribute  to 
Augustus  Caesar  the  best  of  human  honours,  he  doth  it  in 
these  words : 

yictorqtie  volentes 
Per  populo6  dat  jura,  viamque  afiectat  Olympo : 
[Moving  in  conquest  onward,  at  hii  will 
To  wiiltng  peoples  he  gives  laws,  and  shapes 
Through  worthiest  deeds  on  earth  his  course  to  Heaven.] 

But  yet  the  commandment  of  knowledge  is  yet  higher  than  the 
commandment  over  the  will ;  for  it  is  a  conunandment  over 
the  reason,  belief,  and  understanding  of  man,  which  is  the 
highest  part  of  the  mind,  and  giveth  law  to  the  will  itself. 
For  there  is  no  power  on  earth  which  setteth  up  a  throne  or 
chair  of  estate  in  the  spirits  and  souls  of  men,  and  in  their 
cogitations,  imaginations,  opinions,  and  beliefs,  but  knowledge 
and  learning.  And  therefore  we  see  the  detestable  and  extreme 
pleasure  that  arch*heretics  uid  false  prophets  and  impostors  are 
transported  with,  when  they  once  find  in  themselves  that  they 
have  a  superiority  in  the  faith  and  consdence  of  men ;  so  great, 
that  if  they  have  once  tasted  of  it,  it  is  seldom  seen  that  any 
torture  or  persecution  can  make  them  relinquish  or  abandon 
it.  But  as  this  is  that  which  the  author  of  the  Bevelation 
calleth  the  depth  or  profoundness  of  Satan ;  so  by  argument 
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of  contraries^  the  just  and  lawful  sovereignty  over  men's 
understanding,  by  force  ^  of  truth  rightly  interpreted,  is  that 
which  approacheth  nearest  to  the  similitude  of  the  divine 
rule. 

As  for  fortune  and  advancement,  the  beneficence  of  learning 
ifi  not  so  confined  to  give  fortune  only  to  states  and  common- 
wealths, as  it  doth  not  likewise  give  fortune  to  particular  per^ 
sons.  For  it  was  well  noted  long  ago,  that  Homer  hath  given 
more  men  their  livings  than  either  Sylla  or  CsBsar  or  Augus- 
tus ever  did,  notwithstanding  their  great  largesses  and  dona- 
tives and  distributions  of  lands  to  so  many  legions.  And  no 
doubt  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  arms  or  learning  have  advanced 
greater  numbers.  And  in  case  of  sovereignty,  we  see  that  if 
arms  or  descent  have  carried  away  the  kingdom,  yet  learning 
hath  carried  the  priesthood,  which  ever  hath  been  in  some 
competition  with  empire. 

Again,  for  the  pleasure  and  delight  of  knowledge  and  learn- 
ing, it  far  surpasseth  all  other  in  nature:  for  shall  the  pleasures 
9  of  the  affections  so  exceed  the  senses,  as  much  as  the  obtaining 
of  desire  or  victory  exceedeth  a  song  or  a  dinner;  and  must  not 
of  consequence  the  pleasures  of  the  intellect  or  understanding 
exceed  the  pleasures  of  the  affections  ?  We  see  in  all  other 
pleasures  there  is  satiety,  and  after  tiiey  be  used,  their  verdure^ 
departeth ;  which  sheweth  well  they  be  but  deceits  of  pleasure, 
and  not  pleasures ;  and  that  it  was  the  novelty  which  pleased, 
and  not  tiie  quality.  And  therefore  we  see  that  voluptuous  men 
turn  friars,  and  ambitious  princes  turn  melancholy.  But  of 
knowledge  there  is  no  satiety,  but  satisfaction  and  appetite  are 
perpetually  interchangeable;  and  therefore  appeareth  to  be 
good  in  itself  simply,  without  fallacy  or  accident.  Neither  is 
that  pleasure  of  small  efficacy  and  contentment  to  the  mind  of 
/^  man,  which  the  poet  Lucretius  describeth  elegantiy. 

Suave  marl  magno,  turbantibos  squora  ventisi  &c. 

It  is  a  view  of  delight  (saith  he)  to  stand  or  walk  upon  the 
shore  side^  and  to  see  a  ship  tossed  with  tempest  upon  the  sea  ;  or 
to  be  in  a  fortified  tower,  and  to  see  two  battles  join  upon  a  plain. 
But  it  is  a  pleasure  incomparable,  for  the  mind  of  man  to  be 
settled,  landed,  and  fortified  in  the  certainty  of  truth  ;  and  from 

>  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  lias /ace. 

'  vtrdour  in  the  original  and  also  In  edd.  1629  and  1633.     See  p.  297. 
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thence  to  descry  and  behold  the  errors^  perturbations^  labours,  and 
wanderings  up  and  down  of  other  men. 

Lastly,  leaving  the  vulgar  arguments,  that  by  learning  man 
ezcelleth  man  in  that  wherein  man  ezcelleth  beasts ;  that  by 
learning  man  ascendeth  to  the  heavens  and  their  motions, 
where  in  body  he  cannot  come ;  and  the  like ;  let  us  conclude 
with  the  dignity  and  excellency  of  knowledge  and  learning  in 
that  whereunto  man's  nature  doth  most  aspire ;  which  is  im- 
mortality or  continuance ;  for  to  this  tendeth  generation,  and 
raising  of  houses  and  families ;  to  this  buildings,  foundations, 
and  monuments ;  to  this  tendeth  the  desire  of  memory,  &me, 
and  celebration ;  and  in  effect,  the  strength  of  all  other  human 
desires.  We  see  then  how  far  the  monuments  of  wit  and 
learning  are  more  durable  than  the  monuments  of  power  or  of 
the  hands.  For  have  not  the  verses  of  Homer  continued 
twenty-five  hundred  years  or  more,  without  the  loss  of  a  syl- 
lable or  letter;  during  which  time  infinite  palaces,  temples, 
castles,  cities,  have  been  decayed  and  demolished  ?  It  is  not 
possible  to  have  the  true  pictures  or  statuaes  of  Cyrus,  Alex- 
ander, Caesar,  no  nor  of  the  kings  or  great  personages  of  much 
later  years ;  for  the  originals  cannot  last,  and  the  copies  cannot 
but  leese  of  the  life  and  truth.  But  the  images  of  men's  wits 
and  knowledges  remain  in  books,  exempted  from  the  wrong  of 
time  and  capable  of  perpetual  renovation.  Neither  are  they 
fitly  to  be  called  images,  because  they  generate  still,  and  cast 
'their  seeds  in  the  minds  of  others,  provoking  and  causing  in- 
finite actions  and  opinions  in  succeeding  ages.  So  that  if  the 
invention  of  the  ship  was  thought  so  noble,  which  carrieth 
riches  and  commodities  from  place  to  place,  and  consociateth 
the  most  remote  regions  in  participation  of  tiieir  fruits,  how 
much  more  are  letters  to  be  magnified,  which  as  ships  pass 
through  the  vast  seas  of  time,  and  make  ages  so  distant  to  par- 
ticipate of  t|ie  wisdom,  illuminations,  and  inventions,  the  one  of 
the  other?'  Nay  further,  we  see  some  of  the  philosophers 
which  were  least  divine  and  most  immersed  in  the  senses  and 
denied  generally  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  yet  came  to  this 
point,  that  whatsoever  motions  the  spirit  of  man  could  act  and 
perform  without  the  organs  of  the  body  they  thought  might 
remain  after  death ;  which  were  only  those  of  the  understand- 
ing, and  not  of  the  affection ;  so  immortal  and  incorruptible  a 
thing  did  knowledge  seem  unto  them  to  be.     But  we,  that 
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know  by  divine  revelation  that  not  only  the  understanding  but 
the  affections  purified^  not  only  the  spirit  but  the  body  changed, 
shall  be  advanced  to  immortality,  do  disclaim  in '  these  rudiments 
of  the  senses.  But  it  must  be  remembered  both  in  this  last 
point,  and  so  it  may  likewise  be  needful  in  other  places,  that 
in  probation  of  the  dignity  of  knowledge  or  learning  I  did  in 
the  beginning  separate  divine  testimony  from  human ;  which 
method  I  have  pursued,  and  so  handled  them  both  apart. 

Nevertheless  I  do  not  pretend,  and  I  know  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  me  by  any  pleading  of  mine,  to  reverse  the  judg- 
ment, either  of  ^sop's  cock,  that  preferred  the  barleycorn 
before  the  gem ;  or  of  Midas,  that  being  chosen  judge  between 
Apollo  president  of  the  Muses,  and  Pan  god  of  the  flocks, 
judged  for  plenty ;  or  of  Paris,  that  judged  for  beauty  and 
love  against  wisdom  and  power;  or  of  Agrippina,  oecidat 
matrem,  modo  imperet,  [let  him  kill  his  mother  so  he  be  em- 
peror,] that  preferred  empire  with  condition  never  so  de- 
testable ;  or  of  Ulysses,  qui  vetulam  pratultt  tmmartalitati,  [that 
preferred  an  old  woman  to  an  immortality,]  being  a  figure  of 
those  which  prefer  custom  and  habit  before  all  excellency ;  or 
of  a  niunber  of  the  like  popular  judgments.  For  these  things 
continue  as  they  have  been :  but  so  will  that  also  continue 
whereupon  learning  hath  ever  relied,  and  which  fiuleth  not : 
Jusiificata  est  sapientia  afiliis  suU :  [wisdom  is  justified  of  her 
children]. 

*  So  all  three  editions.  Tbe  tnuislation  has  noi  OMiem ....  eonetUeaHtes  hoc 
rudimeHta  aique  offueitu  setuuum,  novimua  kc 
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TO  THE  KING. 


It  might  seem  to  have  more  convenience^  though  it  come  often 
otherwise  to  pass,  (excellent  King,)  that  those  which  are  fruit- 
ful in  their  generations,  and  have  in  themselves  the  foresight 
of  immortality  in  their  descendants,  should  likewise  be  more 
careftil  of  the  good  estate  of  future  times ;  unto  which  they 
know  they  must  transmit  and  commend  over  their  dearest 
pledges.  Queen  Elizabeth  was  a  sojourner  in  the  world  in  re- 
spect of  her  unmarried  life ;  and  was  a  blessing  to  her  own 
times ;  and  yet  so  as  the  impression  of  her  good  government, 
besides  her  happy  memory,  is  not  without  some  effect  which 
doth  survive  her.'  But  to  your  Majesty,  whom  God  hath 
already  blessed  with  so  much  royal  issue,  worthy  to  continue 
and  represent  you  for  ever,  and  whose  youthful  and  fruitful 
bed  doth  yet  promise  many  the  like  renovations,  it  is  proper 
and  agreeable  to  be  conversant  npt  only  in  the  transitory  parts 
of  good  government,  but  in  thdse  acts  ako  which  are  in  their 
nature  permanent  and  perp^al.  Amongst  the  which  (if  affec- 
tion do  not  transport  me)  there  is  not  any  more  worthy  than 
the  further  endowment  of  the  world  with  sound  and  fruitful 
knowledge :  for  why  should  a  few  received  authors  stand  up 
like  Hercules'  Columns,  beyond  which  there  shoidd  be  no  sail- 
ing or  discovering,  since  we  have  so  bright  and  benign  a  star 

I  ThU  last  clause  is  omitted  in  the  translation.     See  note  p.  277. 
VOL,  III.  Y 
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as  your  Majesty  to  conduct  and  prosper  us  ?  To  return  there- 
fore where  we  left^  it  remaineth  to  consider  of  what  kind  those 
acts  are^  which  have  been  undertaken  and  performed  by  kings 
and  others  for  the  increase  and  advancement  of  learning: 
wherein  I  purpose  to  speak  actively  without  digressing  or 
dilating. 

Let  this  ground  therefore  be  laid^  that  all  works  are  over- 
comen  by  amplitude  of  reward,  by  soundness  of  direction,  and 
by  the  conjunction  of  labours.  The  first  multiplieth  endea- 
vour, the  second  preventeth  error,  and  the  third  supplieth  the 
frailty  of  man.  But  the  principal  of  these  is  direction:  for 
claudus  in  via  antev^tit  cursorem  extra  vi4vm  ;  [the  cripple  that 
•  keeps  the  way  gets  to  the  end  of  the  journey  sooner  than  the 
runner  who  goes  aside;}  and  Salomon  excellently  setteth  it 
down.  If  the  iron  be  not  sharp,  it  requireth  more  strength  ;  but 
wisdom  is  that  which  prevaileth ;  signifying  that  the  invention 
or  election  of  the  mean  is  more  effectual  than  any  inforcement 
or  accumulation  of  endeavours.  This  I  am  induced  to  speak, 
for  that  (not  derogating  from  the  noble  intention  of  any  that 
have  been  deservers  towards  the  state  of  learning)  I  do  observe 
nevertheless  that  their  works  and  acts  are  rather  matters  of 
magnificence  and  memory  than  of  progression  and  proficience, 
and  tend  rather  to  augment  the  mass  of  learning  in  the  multi- 
tude of  learned  men  than  to  rectify  or  raise  the  sciences  them- 
selves. 

The  works  or  acts  of  merit  towards  learning  are  conversant 
about  three  objects ;  the  places  of  learning,  the  books  of  learn- 
ing, and  the  persons  of  the  learned.  For  as  water,  whether  it 
be  the  dew  of  heaven  or  the  springs  of  the  earth,  doth  scatter  . 
and  leese  itself  in  the  ground,  except  it  be  collected  into  some 
receptacle,  where  it  may  by  union  comfort  and  sustain  itself; 
and  for  that  cause  the  industry  of  man  hath  made  and  framed 
spring-heads,  conduits,  cisterns,  and  pools,  which  men  have  ac- 
customed likewise  to  beautify  and  adorn  with  accomplishments 
of  magnificence  and  state,  as  well  as  of  use  and  necessity ;  so 
this  excellent  liquor  of  knowledge,  whether  it  descend  from 
divine  inspiration  or  spring  from  human  sense,  wouM  soon 
perish  and  vanish  to  oblivion,  if  it  were  not  preserved  in  books, 
traditions,  conferences,  and  places  appointed,  as  universities, 
colleges,  and  schools,  for  tlie  receipt  and  comforting  of  the 
same. 


z. 
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The  works  which  ooncem  the  seats  and  places  of  learning 
are  four;  foundations  and  buildings,  endowments  with  reve- 
nues, endowments  with  franchises  and  privileges,  institutions 
and  ordinances  for  government;  all  tending  to  quietness  and 
privateness  of  life,  and  discharge  of  cares  and  troubles;  much 
like  the  stations  which  Yiigil  prescribeth  for  the  liiving  of 
bees: 

Frincipio  Bedes  apibus  statioque  peteuda. 
Quo  neque  sit  ventu  aditua,  ftc. 

[First  for  thy  bees  a  quiet  station  find. 
And  lodge  them  under  covert  of  the  wind.^] 


',  are 

,  with    4/ 

e  pro-  // 


The  works  touching  books  are  two :  first  libraries,  which 
are  as  the  shrines  where  all  the  relics  of  the  ancient  saints,  full 
of  true  virtue  and  that  without  delunon  or  imposture  ^,  are 
preserved  and  reposed ;  secondly,  new  editions  of  authors^ 
more  correct  impressions,  more  faithful  translations,  more 
Stable  glosses,  more  diligent  annotations,  and  the  like 

Hie  works  pertaining  to  the  persons  of  learned  men  (be 
sides  the  advancement  and  cou^tenancing  of  them  in  general) 
are  two :  the  reward  and  designation  of  readers  in  sciences  al- 
ready extant  and  invented ;  and  the  reward  and  designation  of 
writers  and  inquirers  concerning  any  parts  of  learning  not  suf- 
ficiently laboured  and  prosecuted. 

These  are  summarily  the  works  and  acts,  wherein  the  merits 
of  many  excellent  princes  and  other  worthy  personages  have 
been  conversant.  As  for  any  particular  commemorations,  I 
call  to  mind  what  Cicero  said,  when  he  gave  general  thanks ; 
Diffieik  nan  aliquem^  ingratum  quenquam  prceterire :  [it  were 
hard  to  remember  all,  and  yet  ungracious  to  forget  any].  Let 
us  rather ji  according  to  the  Scriptures,  look  unto  that  part  of 
the  race  which  is  before  us  than  look  back  to  that  which  is 
already  attained. 

First  therefore,  amongst  so  many  great  foimdations  of  col- 
leges in  Europe,  I  find  it  strange  that  they  are  all  dedicated  to 
professions,  and  none  lefSb  £ree  to  arts  and  sciences  at  large. 
Por  if  men  judge  that  learuing  should  be  referred  to  action, 
they  judge  well;  but  in  this  they  fall  into  the  error  described 
in  ^e  ancient  fable;  in  which  the  other  parts  of  the  body  did 
suppose  the  stomach  had  been  idle,  because  it  neither  per- 

>  Dryden.  '  This  clause  is  omitted  in  the  De  AngmentU,     See  note  p.  277. 
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formed  the  office  of  motion^  as  the  limbs  do,  nor  of  sense,  as 
the  head  doth ;  but  yet  notwithstanding  it  is  the  stomach  that 
digesteth  and  distributeth  to  all  the  rest.  So  if  any  man  think 
philosophy  and  universality  to  be  idle  studies,  he  doth  not  con- 
sider that  all  professions  are  from  thence  served  and  supplied. 
And  this  I  take  to  be  a  great  cause  that  hath  hindered  the 
progres^on  of  learning,  because  these  fundamental  knowledges 
have  been  studied  but  in  passage.  For  if  you  will  have  a  tree 
bear  more  fruit  than  it  hath  used  to  do,  it  is  not  any  thing  you 
can  do  to  the  boughs,  but  it  is  the  stirring  of  the  earth  and 
putting  new  mould  about  the  roots  that  must  work  it.  Neither 
is  it  to  be  forgotten  that  this  dedicating  of  foundations  and  dota- 
tions to  professory  learning  hath  not  only  had  a  malign  aspect 
and  influence  upon  the  growth  of  sciences,  but  hath  also  been 
prejudicial  to  states  and  governments.  For  hence  it  proceedeth 
that  princes  find  a  solitude  in  regard  of  able  men  to  serve  them 
in  causes  of  estate,  because  there  is  no  education  collegiate 
which  is  free;  where  such  as  were  so  disposed  might  give 
themselves  to  histories,  modern  languages,  books  of  policy  and 
civil  discourse,  and  other  the  like  enablements  unto  service  of 
estate. 

And  because  founders  of  colleges  do  plant  and  founders  of 
lectures  do  water,  it  followeth  well  in  order  to  speak  of  the 
defect  which  is  in  public  lectures ;  namely,  in  the  smallness  and 
meanness  of  the  salary  or  reward  which  in  most  places  is 
assigned  unto  them  ^ ;  whether  they  be  lectures  of  arts,  or  of 
professions.  For  it  is  necessary  to  the  progression  of  sciences 
that  readers'  be  of  the  most  able  and  sufficient  men ;  as  those 
which  are  ordained  for  generating  and  propagating  of  sciences, 
and  not  for  transitory  use.  This  cannot  be,  except  their  con- 
dition and  endowment  be  such  as  may  content  the  ablest  man 
to  appropriate  his  whole  labour  and  continue  his  whole  age 
in  that  function  and  attendance ;  and  therefore  must  have  a 
proportion  answerable  to  that  mediocrity  or  competency  ot 
advancement  which  may  be  expected  from  a  profession  or  the 
practice  of  a  profession.  So  as,  if  you  will  have  sciences 
flourish,  you  must  observe  David's  military  law,  which  was. 
That  those  which  staid  with  the  carriage  should  have  equal  part 
with  those  which  were  in  tlie  action  ;  else  will  the  carriages  be 

*  In  the  Dt  Augmenti*  be  adds  pr<B$eHim  apud  nos.  *  t.  e.  lecturers. 
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ill  attended  :  So  readers  in  sciences  are  indeed  the  guardians  of 
the  stores  and  provisions  of  sciences  whence  men  in  active 
courses  are  furnished^  and  therefore  ought  to  have  equal  enter- 
tainment with  them ;  otherwise  if  the  fathers  in  sciences  be  of 
the  weakest  sort  or  be  ill-maintained^ 

Et  patrum  invalidi  referent  jejunia  nati : 

[the  poor  keeping  of  the  parents  will  appear  in  the  poor  con- 
stitution of  the  offspring.] 

^/^Another  defect  I  note,  wherein  I  shall  need  some  alchemist 
to  help  me,  who  call  upon  men  to  sell  their  books  and  to  build 
furnaces;  quitting  and  forsaking  Minerva  and  the  Muses  as 
barren  virgins,  and  relying  upon  Vulcan.  But  certain  it  is 
that  unto  the  deep,  fruitful,  and  operative  study  of  many 
sciences,  specially  natural  philosophy  and  physic ',  books  be 
not  only  the  instrumentals;  wherein  also  the  beneficence  of  men 
hath  not  been  altogether  wanting ;  for  we  see  spheres,  globes, 
astrolabes,  maps,  and  the  like,  have  been  provided  as  appur- 
tenances to  astronomy  and  cosmography,  as  well  as  books :  we 
see  likewise  that  some  places  instituted  for  physic  have  annexed 
the  commodity  of  gardens  for  simples  of  all  sorts,  and  do  like- 
virise  command  the  use  of  dead  bodies  for  anatomies.  But  these 
do  respect  but  a  few  things.  In  general,  there  will  hardly  be 
any  main  proficience  in  the  disclosing  of  nature,  except  there 
be  some  idlowance  for  expenses  about  experiments;  whether 
they  be  experiments  appertaining  to  Vulcanus  or  Dsedalus, 
furnace  or  engine,  or  any  other  kind ;  and  therefore  as  secre- 
taries and  spials  of  princes  and  states  bring  in  bills  for  in- 
telligence, so  you  must  allow  the  spials  and  intelligencers  of 
nature  to  bring  in  their  bills,  or  else  you  shall  be  ill  ad- 
vertised. 

And  if  Alexander  made  such  a  liberal  assignation  to  Ari- 
stotle of  treasure  for  the  allowance  of  hunters,  fowlers,  fishers, 
and  the  like,  that  he  might  compile  an  History  of  nature,  much 
better  do  they  deserve  it  that  travail^  in  Arts  of  nature.* 
Another  defect  which  I  note,  is  an  intermission  or  neglect  in 

>  I.  e.  medidne. 

'  travailu  in  the  original,  and  also  in  edd.  1629  and  1638. 

'  t.  «.  In  working  upon  and  altering  nature  by  art  The  meaning  is  ezprened  more 
clearly  in  the  translation:  maJuM  quiddam  debetur  iit  qui  lum  in  saUibui  mUurm  per- 
errant,  ted  in  lab^nihit  arthan  mam  aperiunt  t  the  compiler  of  a  history  of  nature 
being  Ukened  to  a  wanderer  through  the  woods,  the  "  tnvaUer  in  arte  of  nature"  to 
one  who  makes  his  way  through  a  labyrinth. 
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those  which  arc  govcmcNrB  in  universities  of  consultation,  and  in 
princes  or  supericHr  persons  of  visitation ;  to  enter  into  account 
and  consideration,  whether  the  readings,  exercises,  and  other 
customs  appertaining  unto  learning,  anciently  begun  and  since 
continued,  be  well  instituted  or  no ;  and  tiiereupon  to  ground 
an  aQiendment  or  reformation  in  that  which  shall  be  found  in- 
convenient For  it  is  one  of  your  Majesty's  own  most  wise 
and  princely  maxims,  that  in  all  tuages  and  precedents^  the  times 
he  considered  wherein  they  first  began  ;  which  if  they  were  weak 
or  ignorant  J  it  derogateth  from  the  authority  of  the  usage,  and 
leaveth  it  for  suspect.  And  therefore  in  as  much  as  most  of  the 
usages  and  orders  of  the  universities  were  derived  from  more 
obscure  times,  it  is  the  more  requisite  they  be  re-examined. 
In  this  kind  I  will  give  an  instance  or  two  for  example  sake,  of 
things  that  are  the  most  obvious  and  familiar.  The  one  is  a 
matter  which  though  it  be  ancient  and  general,  yet  I  hold  to 
be  an  error;  which  jsj  that  scholars  in  universities  come  too 
soon  and  too  unripe  to  logic  and  rhetoric ;  arts  fitter  for  gradu- 
ates than  children  and  novices :  for  these  two,  rightly  taken, 
are  the  gravest  of  sciences ;  being  the  arts  of  arts,  the  one  for 
judgment,  the  other  fST  ornament ;  and  ihey  be  the  rules  and 
directions  how  to  set  forth  and  dispose  matter ;  and  therefore 
for  minds  empty  and  unfraught  with  matter,  and  which  have 
not  gathered  that  which  Cicero  calleth.  sylva  and  supellex,  stuff 
and  variety,  to  begin  with  those  arts,  (as  if  one  should  learn  to 
weigh  or  to  measure  or  to  pidnt  the  wind,)  doth  work  but  this 
effect,  that  the  wisdom  of  those  arts,  which  is  great  and  uni- 
versal, is  almost  made  contemptible,  and  is  degenerate  into 
childish  sophistry  and  ridiculous  affectation.  And  fiirther,  the 
/  untimely  learning  of  them  hath  drawn  on  by  consequence  the 
superficial  and  unprofitable  teaching  and  writing  of  them,  as 
fitteth  indeed  to  the  capadity  of  children.  Another  is  a  lack  I 
find  in  the  exercises  used  in  the  universities,  which  do  make 
too  great  a  divorce  between  invention  and  memory ;  for  their 
speeches  are  either  premeditate  in  verbis  coticeptis,  where  no- 
thing is  left  to  invention,  or  merely  extemporal,  where  little 
is  left  to  memory :  whereas  in  life  and  action  there  is  least  use 
of  either  of  these,  but  rather  of  intermixtures  of  premeditation 
and  invention,  notes  and  memory ;  so  as  the  exercise  fitteth 
not  the  practice,  nor  the  image  the  life ;  and  it  is  ever  a  true 
rule  in  exercises,  that  they  be  framed  as  near  as  may  be  to  the 
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life  of  practice;  for  otherwise  tkey  do  pervert  die  motions 
and  faculties  of  the  mind^  and  not  prepare  tiiem.  The  truth 
whereof  is  not  obscure^  when  sdiolars  come  to  the  practices  of 
professions,  or  other  actions  of  civil  life ;  which  when  they  set 
into,  this  want  is  soon  found  by  themselves,  and  sooner  by 
others.  But  this  part,  touching  the  amendment  of  the  institu- 
tions and  orders  of  universities,  I  will  conclude  with  the  clause 
of  C»sar's  letter  to  Oppius  and  Balbus,  Hoc  quemadmodum 
fieri  possit^  nannuUa  imhi  in  meniem  veniunty  et  muHa  reperiri 
possunt;  de  iis  rebiis  rogo  vos  ut  cogitatumem  sttseipiatis :  [how 
this  may  be  done,  some  things  occur  to  me  and  more  may  be 
thought  of.  I  would  have  you  take  these  matters  into  con- 
sideration.] 

Another  defect  which  I  note,  aseendeth  a  little  higher  than 
the  precedents  For  as  the  {Mroficience  of  learning  consisteth 
much  in  the  orders  and  institutions  of  universities  in  the  same 
states  and  kingdoms,  so  it  would  be  yet  more  advanced,  if  there 
were  more  intelligence  mutual  between  the  universities  of 
Europe  than  now  there  is.  We  see  there  be  many  orders  and 
foundations,  which  though  they  be  divided  under  several  so- 
vereignties and  territories,  yet  they  take  themselves  to  have  a 
kind  of  contract,  fraternity,  and  correq)ondence  one  with  the 
other,  insomuch  as  they  have  Provincials  and  Generals.'  And 
surely  as  nature  createth  brotherhood  in  families,  and  arts 
mechanical  contract  brotherhoods  in  communalties,  and  the 
anointment  of  God  superinduceth  a  brotherhood  in  kings  and 
bishops;  so  in  like  manner  there  cannot  but  be  a  fVatemity  in 
learning  and  illumination,  relating  to  that  paternity  which  is 
attributed  to  God,  who  is  called  the  Father  of  illuminations  or 
lights. 

The  last  defect  which  I  will  note  ib,  that  there  hath  not 
been,  or  very  rarely  been,  any  public  designation  of  writers  or 
inquirers  concerning  such  parts  of  knowledge  as  may  appear 
not  to  have  been  already  sufficiently  laboured  or  undertaken ; 
unto  which  point  it  is  an  inducement,  to  enter  into  a  view  and 
examination  what  parts  of  learning  have  been  prosecuted,  and 
what  omiHed  ;  for  the  opinion  of  plenty  is  amongst  the  causes 
of  want,  and  the  great  quantity  of  books  maketh  a  shew  rather 
of  superfluity  than  lack ;  which  surcharge  nevertheless  is  not 
to  be  remedied  by  making  no  more  books,  but  by  making  more 

'  Prafectos  (alioi  provinciaUSf  alioa  generates)  quibu*  omnis  parent.  — De  A.i]g. 
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good  books,  which,  aa  the  eerpent  of  Moses  S  might  deyoor 
the  serpents  of  the  enchanters. 

The  removing  of  all  the  defects  formerly  enumerate,  except 
the  last,  and  of  the  active  part  also  of  the  last,  (which  is  the 
designation  of  writers,)  are  opera  hanUea^  [works  for  a  king ;] 
towards  which  the  endeavours  of  a  private  man  may  be  but  as 
an  image  in  a  crossway,  that  may  point  at  the  way  but  cannot 
go  it.  But  the  inducing  part  of  the  latter  (which  is  the  survey 
of  learning)  may  be  set  forward  by  private  traveL  Where- 
fore I  will  now  attempt  to  make  a  general  and  faithful  peram- 
bulation of  learning,  witii  an  inquiry  what  parts  thereof  lie 
fresh  and  waste,  and  not  improved  and  converted  by  the  in- 
dustry of  man ;  to  the  end  that  such  a  plot  made  and  recorded 
to  memory  may  both  minister  light  to  any  public  designa- 
tion, and  also  serve  to  excite  voluntary  endeavours ;  wherein 
nevertheless  my  purpose  is  at  this  time  to  note  only  omissions 
and  deficiencies,  and  not  to  make  any  redargution  of  errors  or 
incomplete  prosecutions ' ;  for  it  is  one  thing  to  set  fortii  what 
ground  lieth  linmanured,  and  another  thing  to  correct  ill  hus- 
bandry in  that  which  is  manured.' 

In  the  handling  and  undertaking  of  which  work  I  am  not 
ignorant  what  it  is  that  I  do  now  move  and  attempt,  nor  in- 
sensible of  mine  own  weakness  to  sastaan  my  purpose ;  but  my 
hope  is  tiiat  if  my  extreme  love  to  learning  carry  me  too  far,  I 
may  obtain  the  excuse  of  afiection ;  for  that  it  is  not  granted  to 
man  to  love  and  to  be  wise.  But  I  know  well  I  can  use  no 
other  liberty  of  judgment  than  I  must  leave  to  others ;  and  I 
for  my  part  shall  be  indiiFerently  glad  either  to  perform  myself 
or  accept  from  another  that  duty  of  humanity.  Nam  qui  erranii 
comiter  monstrat  tnam,  &c  [to  put  the  wanderer  in  the  right 
way],  I  do  foresee  likewise  that  of  those  things  which  I  shall 
«ntor  and  register  as  deficiencies  and  omissions,  many  will  con- 
ceive and  censure  that  some  of  them  are  already  done  and  ex- 
tant ;  otiiers  to  be  but  curiosities,  and  things  of  no  great  use ; 
and  others  to  be  of  too  great  difficulty  and  almost  impossibility 
to  be  compassed  and  effected.  But  for  the  two  first,  I  refer 
myself  to  the  particulars.  For  the  last,  touching  impossibility, 
I  take  it  tiiose  things  are  to  be  held  possible  which  may  be 
done  by  some  person,  though  not  by  every  one ;  and  which 

>  Not  Moms,  but  Aaron.    Ex.  L  17.— 27.  L.  E, 

s  i»fdicitate$.-^J}e  Aug.  ■  i.  «.  Oiltiftted. 
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may  be  done  by  many,  though  not  by  any  one ;  and  which 
may  be  done  in  succession  of  ages,  though  not  within  the  hour- 
glass of  one  man's  life ;  and  which  may  be  done  by  public 
designation,  though  not  by  private  endeavour-  But  notwith- 
standing, if  any  man  will  take  to  himself  rather  that  of  Salo- 
mon, Dicitpiffer,  Leo  est  in  via,  [the  slothful  man  saith  there  is 
a  lion  m  the  path,]  than  that  of  Virgil,  Possunt  quia  posse 
videntur,  [they  find  it  possible  because  they  think  it  possible,] 
I  shall  be  content  that  my  labours  be  esteemed  but  as  the 
better  sort  of  wishes;  for  as  it  asketh  some  knowledge  to 
demand  a  question  not  impertinent,  so  it  requireth  some  sense 
to  make  a  wish  not  absurd. 

T  '  The  parts  of  human  learning  have  reference  to  the  three 
parts  of  Man's  Understanding,  which  is  the  seat  of  learning : 
History  to  his  Memory,  Poesy  to  his  Imagination,  and  Phi- 
losophy to  his  Reason.  Divine  learning  receiveth  the  same 
distribution ;  for  the  spirit  of  man  is  the  same,  though  the 
revelation  of  oracle  and  sense  be  diverse :  so  as  theology  con- 
sisteth  also  of  History  of  the  Church ;  of  Parables,  which  is 
divine  poesy ;  and  of  holy  Doctrine  or  precept.  For  as  for 
that  part  which  seemeth  supernumerary,  which  is  Prophecy,  it 
is  but  divine  history ;  which  hath  that  prerogative  over  human, 
as  the  narration  may  be  before  the  fact  as  well  as  after. 

f  History  is  Natural,  Civil,  Ecclesiastical,  and  Literary; 
gggfg^  whereof  the  three  first  I  allow  as  extant,  the  fourth 
iMtranm.  J  jj^^  ^  deficient.  For  no  man  hath  propounded  to 
himself  the  general  state  of  learning  to  be  described  and 
represented  firom  age  to  age,  as  many  have  done  the  works  of 
nature  and  the  state  civil  and  ecclesiastical ;  without  which 


'  De  Aug.  li.  1.  The  substance  of  the  followbig  paragraph  will  be  found  consider- 
ably expanded  In  the  first  chapter  of  the  DeteripHo  Gkbi  IntdUctualit,  and  set  forth 
much  more  clearly  and  orderly  in  the  first  chapter  of  the  second  book  of  the  De  Avg- 
mentu ;  which  begins  here ;  the  previous  observations  being  introductory.  As  it  may 
be  convenient  to  the  reader  to  have  the  means  of  referring  at  once  to  the  correspond- 
ing passages  of  the  more  finished  work,  I  shall  mark  with  a  ^  the  places  where  the 
aeveral  chapters  begin ;  adding  (where  the  case  admits  of  it)  some  notice,  more  or 
lev  complete,  of  the  differences  between  the  two.     See  Prefiice,  p.  255. 

*  De  Aug.  iL  4.  In  the  translation  the  divisions  are  altered :  HUtory  being  di- 
vided into  Natural  and  Civil,— History  of  Nature  and  mstory  of  Bfan ;  and  Literary 
and  Ecclesiastical  History  bdng  considered  as  separate  departments  of  the  latter.  See 
chap.  2.  paragraph  1.  This  alteration  inducea  an  alteration  in  the  order  of  treatment ; 
the  precedence  being  given  to  the  History  of  Nature,  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
second  chapter. 
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the  history  of  the  world  seemeth  to  me  to  be  as  the  etatiui 
of  Polyphemoswith  his  eye  oot;  that  part  being  wanting  which 
doth  most  shew  the  spirit  and  life  of  the  person.  And  yet  I  am 
not  ignorant  that  in  divers  particular  sciences,  as  of  die  juris- 
consoltSy  the  mathematicians,  tiie  riietoricians,  the  philosoi^iers, 
there  are  set  down  some  small  memorials  of  the  schools, 
authors,  and  books;  and  so  likewise  some  barren  relations 
touching  the  inyention  of  arts  or  usages.  But  a  just  story  of 
learning,  containing  the  antiquities  and  originals  of  know- 
ledges, and  their  sects;  their  inyentions,  their  traditions; 
their  diyerse  administrations  and  managings ;  their  flourish- 
ings,  their  oppositions,  decays,  depressions,  oblivions,  removes ; 
with  the  causes  and  occasions  of  them,  and  all  other  events  con- 
cerning learning,  throughout  the  ages  of  the  world';  I  may 
truly  affirm  to  be  wanting.  The  use  and  end  of  which  work  I 
do  not  so  much  design  for  curiosity,  or  satisfaction  of  those 
that  are  the  lovers  of  learning;  but  chiefly  for  a  more  se- 
rious and  grave  purpose,  which  is  this  in  few  words,  that 
it  will  make  learned  men  wise  in  the  use  and  administration 
of  learning.  For  it  is  not  St.  Augustine's  nor  St.  Ambrose 
works  that  will  make  so  wise  a  divine,  as  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory throughly  read  and  observed ;  and  the  same  reason  is  of 
learning. 

f  'History  of  Nature  is  of  three  sorts ;  of  nature  in  course, 
of  nature  erring  or  varying,  and  of  nature  altered  or  wrought ; 
that  is,  history  of  Creatures,  history  of  Marvels,  and  history  of 
Arts.'  The  first  of  these  no  doubt  is  extant,  and  that  in  good 
perfection ;  the  two  later  are  handled  so  weakly  and  unpro- 
fitably,  as  I  am  moved  to  note  them  as  deficient.  For  I  find 
BiMtoHa  no  sufficient  or  competent  collection  of  the  works  of 
Errantia,  of  uaturc  which  havc  a  digression  and  deflexion  from 
the  ordinary  course  of  generations,  productions,  and  motions ; 
whether  they  be  singularities  of  place  and  region,  or  the 
strange  events  of  time  and  chance,  or  the  effects  of  yet  un- 
known proprieties,  or  the  instances  of  exception  to  general 
kinds.  It  is  true,  I  find  a  number  of  books  of  fabulous  experi- 
ments and  secrets,  and  frivolous  impostures  for  pleasure  and 

1  The  description  of  the  required  history  is  set  forth  much  more  particularly  in  the 
translation  ;  and  the  whole  paragraph  rewritten  and  enlarged. 

■  De  Aug  ii.  2. 

*  This  division  is  retained  in  the  translation,  but  the  evpoBitlon  of  It  is  extended 
into  a  long  paragraph. 
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BtratigeneBfl.  Bat  a  substantial  and  severe  collection  of  tJie 
Heterodites  or  Irregulars  of  nature,  well  examined  and  de- 
scribed, I  find  not ;  specially  not  with  due  rejection  of  fables 
and  popular  errors:  for  as  things  now  are,  if  an  untruth  in 
nature  be  once  on  foot,  what  by  reason  of  the  neglect  of  exa- 
mination and  countenance  of  antiquity,  and  what  by  reason  of 
the  use  of  the  opinion  in  similitudes  and  ornaments  of  speech, 
k  is  never  called  down. 

The  use  of  this  work^  honoured  with  a  precedent  in  Aristo- 
tle S  is  nothing  less  than  to  give  contentment  to  the  appetite 
of  curious  and  vain  wita,  as  the  manner  of  Mirabilaries  is  to 
do;  but  for  two  reasons,  both  of  great  weight;  the  one  to 
correct  the  partiality  of  axioms  and  opinions,  which  are  com- 
monly fiamed  only  upon  common  and  familiar  examples ;  tJie 
other  because  from  the  wonders  of  nature  is  the  nearest  intel- 
ligence and  passage  towards  the  wonders  of  art:  for  it  is 
no  more  but  by  following  and  as  it  were  hounding  Nature 
in  her  wanderings,  to  be  able  to  lead  her  afterwards  to  the 
same  place  again.  Neither  am  I  of  opinion,  in  this  His- 
tory of  Marvels,  that  superstitious  narrations  of  sorceries, 
witchcrafts,  dreams,  divinations,  and  the  Uke,  where  there  is 
an  assurance  and  clear  evidence  of  the  fact,  be  altogether 
excluded.  For  it  is  not  yet  known  in  what  cases,  and  how 
far,  effects  attributed  to  superstition  do  participate  of  natural 
causes ;  and  therefore  howsoever  the  practice  of  such  things 
is  to  be  condemned,  yet  from  the  speculation  and  considera- 
tion of  them  light  may  be  taken,  not  only  for  the  discern- 
ing of  the  offences,  but  for  the  further  disclosing  of  nature. 
Neither  ought  a  man  to  make  scruple  of  entering  into  these 
things  for  inquisition  of  truth,  as  your  Majesty  hath  shewed  in 
your  own  example ;  who  with  the  two  clear  eyes  of  religion 
and  natural  philosophy  have  looked  deeply  and  wisely  into 
these  shadows,  and  yet  proved  yourself  to  be  of  the  nature  of 
the  sun,  which  passeth  through  pollutions  and  itself  remains 
as  pure  as  before.  But  this  I  hold  fit,  that  these  narrations 
which  have  mixture  with  superstition  be  sorted  by  tiiemselves, 
and  not  to  be  mingled  with  the  narrations  which  are  merely 
and  sincerely  natural.     But  as  for  the  narrations  touching  the 

'  De  Mlrii  Auscultationibus ;  which  Is  now  however  generally  admitted  to  be  not 
Aristotle '8. — R,  L,E,  See  De  Aug.  11.  2.  Mr.  Blakealey  is  of  opinion  that  the  nucleus 
of  it  was  probably  Aristotle's,  but  that  it  has  been  added  to  by  subsequent  writers. 
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prodigies  and  miracles  of  religions,  they  are  either  not  true  or 
not  natural ;  and  therefore  impertinent  for  the  story  of  nature. 
For  History  of  Nature  Wrought  or  Mechanical,  I  find 
Historia  Bome  collcctions  made  of  agriculture,  and  likewise"  of 
MeckaiucA  ^aanual  arts ;  but  commonly  with  a  rejection  of  ex- 
periments familiar  and  vulgar.  (^For  it  is  esteemed  a  kind  of 
dishonour  unto  learning  to  descend  to  inquiry  or  meditation 
upon  matters  mechanical,  except  they  be  such  as  may  be 
thought  secrets,  rarities,  and  special  subtilties ;  which  humour  , 
of  Tain  and  supercilious  arrogancy  is  justly  derided  in  Plato ;  ^ 
where  he  brings  in  Hippias,  a  vaunting  sophist,  disputing  with 
Socrates,  a  true  and  unfeigned  inquisitor  of  truth ;  where  the 
subject  being  touching  beauty,  Socrates,  after  his  wandering 
manner  of  inductions,  put  first  an  example  of  a  fSur  virgin,  and 
then  of  a  fair  horse,  and  then  of  a  fair  pot  well  glazed,  whereat 
Hippias  was  ofiended,  and  said.  More  than  for  courtesy^ a  sake,  he 
did  think  much  to  dispute  with  any  that  did  allege  such  base  and 
sordid  instances :  whereunto  Socrates  answereth.  You  have  rea- 
son, and  it  becomes  you  well,  being  a  man  so  trim  in  your  vestiments, 
&c  and  so  goeth  on  in  an  irony.  ^But  the  truth  is,  they  be  not 
the  highest  instances  that  give  the  securest  information ;  as  may 
be  well  expressed  in  the  tale  so  common  of  the  philosopher,  that 
while  he  gazed  upwards  to  the  stars  fell  into  the  water ;  for  if 
he  had  looked  down  he  might  have  seen  the  stars  in  the  water> 
but  looking  aloft  he  could  not  see  the  water  in  the  stars.  So  it 
Cometh  often  to  pass  that  mean  and  small  things  discover  great 
better  than  great  can  discover  the  small ;  and  therefore  Ari- 
stotle noteth  well,  that  the  nature  of  every  thing  is  best  seen  in 
his  srfiallest  portions,  and  for  that  cause  he  inquireth  the  nature 
of  a  commonwealth,  first  in  a  family,  and  the  simple  conjuga- 
tions of  man  and  wife,  parent  and  child,  master  and  servant^ 
which  are  in  every  cottage :  even  so  likewise  the  nature  of 
this  great  city  of  the  world  and  the  policy  thereof  must  be 
first  sought  in  mean  concordances  and  small  portions.  So  we 
see  how  that  secret  of  nature,  of  the  turning  of  iron  touched 
with  the  loadstone  towards  thB  north,  was  found  out  in  needles 
of  iron,  not  in  bars  of  iron.    ^ 

But  if  my  judgment  be  of  any  weight,  the  use  of  History 
Mechanical  is  of  all  others  the  most  radical  and  fundamental 
towards  natural  philosophy ;  such  natural  philosophy  as  shall 
not  vanish  in  the  fume  of  subtile,  sublime,  or  delectable  specu- 
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lation,  but  such  as  shall  be  operative  to  the  endowment  and 
benefit  of  man's  life :  for  it  will  not  only  minister  and  suggest 
for  the  present  many  ingenious  practices  in  all  trades,  by  a 
connexion  and  transferring  of  the  observations  of  one  art  to  the 
use  of  another,  when  the  experiences  of  several  mysteries  shall 
fall  under  the  consideration  of  one  man's  mind ;  but  further  it 
will  give  a  more  true  and  real  illumination  concerning  causes 
and  axioms  than  is  hitherto  attained.  For  like  as  a  man's  dis- 
position is  never  well  known  till  he  be  crossed,  nor  Proteus 
ever  changed  shapes  tiU  he  was  straitened  and  held  fast ;  so 
the  passages  and  variations  of  nature  cannot  appear  so  fully  in 
the  liberty  of  nature,  as  in  the  trials  and  vexations  of  art^ 

IT '  For  Civil  History,  it  is  of  three  kinds  *  ;  not  unfitly  to  be 
compared  with  the  three  kinds  of  pictures  or  images*  For  of 
pictures  or  images,  we  see  some  are  unfinished,  some  are  per- 
fect^, and  some  are  defaced.  So  of  histories  we  may  find  three 
kinds.  Memorials,  Perfect  Histories,  and  Antiquities ;  for  Me- 
morials are  history  unfinished,  or  the  first  or  rough  draughts  of 
history,  and  Antiquities  are  history  defaced,  or  some  remnants 
of  history  which  have  casually  escaped  the  shipwrack  of  time. 

Memorials,  or  Preparatory  History,  are  of  two  sorts  ; 
whereof  the  one  may  be  termed  Commentaries,  and  the  other 
Registers.  Conamentaries  are  they  which  set  down  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  naked  events  and  actions,  without  tiie  motives 
or  designs,  the  counsels,  the  speeches,  the  pretexts,  the  occa- 
sions, and  other  passages  of  action :  for  this  is  the  true  nature 
of  a  Commentary;  though  Caesar,  in  modesty  mixed  with 
greatness,  did  for  his  pleasure  apply  the  name  of  a  Commentary 
to  the  best  history  of  the  world.  Registers  are  collections  of 
public  acts,  as  decrees  of  council,  judicial  proceedings,  declara- 
tions and  letters  of  estate,  orations,  and  the  like,  without  a  per- 
fect continuance  or  contexture  of  the  thread  of  the  narration. 

>  A  paragraph  is  added  In  the  translation,  to  say  that  not  the  mechanical  arts  only 
bat  also  the  practical  part  of  the  liberal  sciences,  as  well  as  many  crafts  which  have 
not  grown  into  formal  arts  (such,  he  means,  as  hunting,  fishing,  &c.),  are  to  be  in. 
eluded  in  the  Hbtory  Mechanical. 

'  De  Aug.  fl.  6.  The  Srd  chapter,  concerning  the  two  uses  of  natural  history,  and 
the  6th  concerning  the  dignity  and  difficulty  of  civil  history,  have  nothing  corre- 
sponding to  them  here. 

'  **I  am  not  altogether  ignorant  in  the  laws  of  history  and  of  the  kinds.  The 
same  hath  been  taught  by  many,  but  by  no  man  better  and  with  greater  brevity  than 
by  that  eicellent  learned  gentieman  Sir  Francis  Bacon.**— i2o&^A;  Prefkce  to  the 
BtBtmy  of  the  World,  — R,  L,  E, 

*  parfite  In  the  original ;  the  form  in  which  the  word  was  commonly  written  in 
Bacon*s  time. 
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Antiqnitiea  or  Remnants  of  History  are^  as  was  said,  ton- 
quam  tabula  naufragii,  [like  the  planks  of  a  shipwreck ;]  when 
industrious  persons  by  an  exact  and  scrupulous  diligence  and 
observation^  out  of  monuments,  names,  words,  proverbs,  tradi- 
tions, private  records  and  evidences,  fragments  of  stories,  pas- 
sages of  books  that  concern  not  story,  and  the  like,  do  save  and 
recover  somewhat  from  the  deluge  of  time. 

In  these  kinds  of  unperfect  histories  I  do  assign  no  deficience, 
for  they  are  tanquam  imperfecte  misia,  [things  imperfectly  com- 
pounded ;]  and  therefore  any  deficience  in  them  is  but  their 
nature.  As  for  the  corruptions  and  moths  of  history,  which 
are  Epitomes,  the  use  of  them  deserveth  to  be  banished,  as  all 
men  of  sound  judgment  have  confessed;  as  those  that  have 
fretted  and  corroded  the  sound  bodies  of  many  excellent  his- 
tories, and  wrought  them  into  base  and  unprofitable  dregs. 

IT '  History  which  may  be  called  Just  and  Perfect  History  is 
of  three  kinds,  according  to  the  object  which  it  propoundeth,  or 
pretendeth  to  represent :  for  it  either  representeth  a  Time,.or 
a  Person,  or  an  Action.  The  first  we  call  Chronicles,  the 
second  Lives,  and  the  third  Narrations  or  Relations.  Of  these, 
although  the  first  be  the  most  complete  and  absolute  kind  of 
history  and  hath  most  estimation  and  glory,  yet  the  second 
excelleth  it  in  profit  and  use,  and  the  third  in  verity  and  sin- 
cerity. For  History  of  Times  representeth  the  magnitude  of 
actions  and  the  public  faces  and  deportments  of  persons,  and 
passeth  oyer  in  silence  the  smaller  passages  and  motions  of  men 
and.  matters.  But  such  being  the  workmanship  of  God  as  he 
doth  hang  the  greatest  weight  upon  the  smallest  wires,  maxima 
e  minimis  suspendens,  it  comes  therefore  to  pass,  that  such  histo- 
ries do  rather  set  forth  the  pomp  of  business  than  the  true  and 
inward  resorts  thereof.*  But  Lives,  if  they  be  well  written  *, 
propounding  to  themselves  a  person  to  represent  in  whom 
actions  both  greater  and  smaller,  public  and  private,  have  a 
commixture,  must  of  necessity  contain  a  more  true,  native,  and 
lively  representation.  So  again  Narrations  and  Relations  of 
actions,  as  the  War  of  Peloponnesus,  the  Expedition  of  Cyrus 

»  Dc  Aug.  Jl.  7. 

'  And  even  (he  adds  in  the  translation)  where  they  attempt  to  give  the  counsels  and 
motives,  yet  still  out  of  the  sume  love  of  dignity  and  greatness  they  introduce  into 
men*9  actions  more  gravity  and  wisdom  than  they  really  have ;  insomuch  that  you 
may  find  a  tnier  picture  of  human  life  in  some  satires  than  in  such  histories. 

■  ».  e.  not  mere  eulogies.  The  translation  adds ;  **  neque  enim  dc  elogiis  et  hujus- 
modi  commpmomflnnlbus  j(^unis  loquimur.*' 
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Minor^  the  Conspiracy  of  Catiline,  cannot  but  be  more  purely 
and  exactly  true  than  Histories  of  Times,  because  they  may 
choose  an  argument  comprehensible  within  the  notice  and  in- 
structions of  the  writer:  whereas  he  that  undertaketh  the 
story  of  a  time,  especially  of  any  length,  cannot  but  meet  with 
many  blanks  and  spaces  which  he  must  be  forced  to  fill  up  out 
of  his  own  wit  and  conjecture.* 

For  the  History  of  Times,  (I  mean  of  civil  history)  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  hath  made  the  distribution :  for  it  hath  pleased 
God  to  ordain  and  illustrate  two  exemplar  states  of  the  world, 
for  arms,  learning,  moral  virtue,  policy,  and  laws ;  the  state  of 
GraBcia,  and  the  state  of  Home ;  the  histories  whereof  occu- 
pying the  middle  part  of  time,  have  more  ancient  to  them, 
histories  which  may  by  one  common  name  be  termed  the  Anti- 
quities of  the  World ;  and  after  thern^  histories  which  may  be 
likewise  called  by  the  name  of  Modem  History.' 

Now  to  speak  of  the  deficiencies.  As  to  the  Heathen  Anti- 
quities of  the  world,  it  is  in  vain  to  note  them  for  deficient. 
Deficient  they  are  no  doubt,  consisting  most  of  fables  and 
fragments ;  but  the  deficience  cannot  be  holpen ;  for  antiquity 
IS  like  fame,  caput  inter  nubila  candit,  her  head  is  muffled  from 
our  sight.  For  the  History  of  the  Exemplar  States,  it  is  extant 
in  good  perfection.  Not  but  I  could  wish  there  were  a  perfect 
course  of  history  for  Graacia  from  Theseus  to  Philopcemen, 
(what  time  the  affairs  of  Grsecia  drowned  and  extinguished  in 
the  affairs  of  Bome ;)  and  for  Bome  from  Bomulus  to  Justi- 
nianus,  who  may  be  truly  said  to  be  ultimtts  RomaTwrunu  la 
which  sequences  of  story  the  text  of  Thucydides  and  Xenophon 
in  the  one,  and  the  texts  of  Livius,  Polybius,  Sallustius,  Caesar, 
Aj^ianus,  Tacitus,  Herodianus  in  the  other,  to  be  kept  entire 
without  any  diminution  at  all,  and  only  to  be  supplied  and  con- 
tinued.    But  this  is  matter  of  mi^gnificence,  rathear  to  be  com- 

1  On  the  othier  hand  it  must  be  confessed  (he  reminds  us  in  the  translation, — 1  give 
only  the  general  Import  of  the  passage,  which  b  of  considerable  length)  that  re- 
lations of  this  ktod,  especially  if  published  near  the  tfane  to  which  they  refer,  are  in 
one  respect  of  all  narratives  the  most  to  be  suspected ;  being  commonly  written  either 
In  fliYour  or  Ui  spite.  Bnt  then  again  it  seldom  happens  that  they  are  all  on  one  side, 
so  that  the  extreme  views  of  each  party  being  represented,  an  honest  and  Judicious 
historian  may,  when  the  violence  of  fkction  has  cooled  down  with  time,  find  the  truth 
among  them. 

*  This  paragraph  and  the  next  are  omitted  in  the  translation,  and  their  pUce 
supplied  by  a  general  complaint  that  very  many  particular  histories  are  still  wanting; 
much  to  the  iixjury  in  honour  and  reputation  of  the  kingdoms  and  commonwealths 
which  they  ooncem. 
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mended  than  required  :  and  we  speak  now  of  parts  of  learning 
supplemental,  and  not  of  supererogation. 

But  for  Modem  Histories,  whereof  there  are  some  few  yery 
worthy,  but  the  greater  part  beneath  mediocrity,  leaving  the 
care  of  foreign  stories  to  foreign  states,  because  I  will  not  be 
curiosus  in  aliena  repubUea,  [a  meddler  in  other  nations'  mat- 
ters,] I  cannot  fail  to  represent  to  your  Majesty  the  un- 
worthiness  of  the  history  of  England  in  the  main  continuance 
thereof,  and  the  partiality  and  obliquity  of  that  of  Scotland  in 
the  latest  and  largest  author  that  I  have  seen ;  supposing  that 
it  would  be  honour  for  your  Majesty  and  a  work  very  me- 
morable, if  this  island  of  Great  Britain  ^  as  it  is  naw  joined  in 
monarchy  for  the  ages  to  come,  so  were  joined  in  one  history 
for  the  times  passed ;  after  the  manner  of  the  sacred  history, 
which  draweth  down  the  story  of  the  Ten  Tribes  and  of  the 
Two  Tribes  as  twins  together.  And  if  it  shall  seem  that  the 
greatness  of  this  work  may  make  it  less  exactly  performed, 
there  is  an  excellent  period  of  a  much  smaller  compass  of  time, 
as  to  the  story  of  England ;  that  is  to  say,  from  the  Uniting 
of  the  Roses  to  the  Uniting  of  the  Kingdoms ;  a  portion  of 
time,  wherein  to  my  understanding,  there  hath  been  the  rarest 
yarieties  that  in  like  number  of  successions  of  any  hereditary 
monarchy  hath  been  known.  For  it  beginneth  wiih  the  mixed 
adeption  of  a  crown,  by  arms  and  title ;  an  entry  by  battle,  an 
establishment  by  marriage ;  and  therefore  times  answerable, 
like  waters  after  a  tempest,  full  of  working  and  swelling, 
though  without  extremity  of  storm ;  but  well  passed  through 
by  the  wisdom  of  the  pilot,  being  one  of  the  most  sufficient 
kings  of  all  the  number.  Then  followeth  the  reign  of  a  king, 
whose  actions,  howsoever  conducted*,  had  much  intermixture 
with  the  affairs  of  Europe,  balancing  and  inclining  them  va- 
riably; in  whose  time  also  began  that  great  alteration  in  the 
state  ecclesiastical,  an  action  which  seldom  cometh  upon  the 
stage :  then  the  reign  of  a  minor :  then  an  offer  of  an  usur- 
pation, though  it  was  but  as  febris  ephemera^  [a  diary  ague :] 
then  the  reign  of  a  queen  matched  with  a  foreigner:    then 

1  Spelt  BriitanU  in  the  original ;  Brittany  In  edd.  1629  and  1633. 

*  The  distinction  between  the  father  and  the  son  b  more  clearly  marked  In  the 
translation.  Of  Henry  VIL  he  says  qui  untu  inter  anteeeMsores  rty€9  eonsilio 
tnituit  i  of  .Henry  VIII.  *8  actions,  Ixett  magtM  impetu  quam  eonnlio  actministraUi,  Had 
Bacon  gone  on  with  his  history  of  Henjry  VIIL  it  would  have  been  curious  to  contrast 
the  portrait  of  the  son  governing  more  by  passion  than  policy,  with  that  of  the  fother 
governing  by  policy  without  passion. 
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of  a  queen  that  liyed  solitary  and  unmarried^  and  yet  her  gcv* 
vemment  so  masculine  as  it  had  greater  impression  and  ope- 
ration upon  the  states  abroad  than  it  any  ways  received  from 
thence ' :  and  now  last,  this  most  happy  and  glorious  events 
that  this  island  of  Britain,  divided  from  all  the  world,  should  be 
united  in  itself;  and  that  oracle  of  rest  given  to  ^neas,  Anti" 
quam  exquirite  matremj  [seek  out  your  ancient  mother  J  should 
now  be  performed  and  fulfilled  upon  the  nations  of  England 
and  Scotland,  being  now  reunited  in  the  ancient  mother  name 
of  Britain,  as  a  full  period  of  all  instability  and  peregrina- 
tions: so  that  as  it  cometh  to  pass  in  massive  bodies,  that 
they  have  certain  trepidations  and  waverings  before  they  fix 
and  settle ;  so  it  seemeth  that  by  the  providence  of  God  this 
monarchy,  before  it  was  to  settle  in  your  Majesty  and  your 
generations,  (in  which  I  hope  it  is  now  established  for  ever,)  it 
had  these  prelusive  changes  and  varieties. 

For  Lives,  1  do  find  strange  that  these  times  have  so  little 
esteemed  the  virtues  of  the  times,  as  that  the  writing  of  lives 
should  be  no  more  frequent.  For  although  there  be  not 
many  sovereign  princes  or  absolute  commanders,  and  that 
states  are  most  collected  into  monarchies,  yet  are  there  many 
worthy  personages  that  deserve  better  than  dispersed  report  or 
barren  elogies.  For  herein  the  invention  of  one  of  the  late 
poets'  is  proper,  and  doth  well  enrich  the  ancient  fiction:  for 
he  feigneth  that  at  the  end  of  the  thread  or  web  of  every  man's 
life  there  was  a  little  medal  containing  the  person's  name,  and 
that  Time  waited  upon  the  shears,  and  as  soon  as  the  thread 
was  cut,  caught  the  medals  and  carried  them  to  the  river  of 
Lethe ;  and  about  the  bank  there  were  many  birds  flying  up 
and  down,  that  would  get  the  medals  and  carry  them  in  their 
beak  a  little  while,  and  then  let  them  fall  into  the  river :  only 
there  were  a  few  swans,  which  if  they  got  a  liame,  would  carry 
it  to  a  temple  where  it  was  consecrate.  And  although  many 
men  more  mortal  in  their  affections  than  in  their  bodies,  do 
esteem  desire  of  name  and  memory  but  as  a  vanity  and  ven- 
tosity, 

Animi  nil  magnflB  I&udis  egentes ; 

[souls  that  have  no  care  for  praise ;]   which  opinion  cometh 

*  Thfs  fast  clause  is  omitted  in  the  Dt  Aftgrnentit,     See  note  p.  277. 
'  Ariosto»  OHando  Furiow  /  at  the  end  of  the  d4th  and  the  banning  of  the  35th 
books. 
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from  ihat  root^  non  prius  batdes  eanienqmmMs,  quam  landanda 
facere  desivimus;  [men  hardly  despise  praise  till  they  have 
ceased  to  deserve  it;]  yet  that  will  not  alter  Salomon's  judg* 
ment,  Memariajusti  cum  laudibus^  at  impiarum  nomen  putrescet ; 
[the  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed ;  but  the  name  of  the  wicked 
shall  rot ;]  the  one  flourisheth^  the  other  either  oonsumeih  to 
present  oblivion,  or  tumeth  to  an  ill  odour.  And  therefore  in 
that  style  or  addition,  which  is  and  hath  been  long  well  received 
and  brought  in  use,  f elicit  tnemaruB,  puB  memaruB,  bonm  me- 
moria,  [of  happy,  of  jmous,  of  good  memory,]  we  do  acknow- 
ledge that  which  Cicero  saith,  borrowing  it  from  Demosthenes, 
that  bona  fama  propria  possessio  defunetorum  ^ ;  [good  fiune  is 
all  that  a  dead  man  can  possess;]  which  possesfflon  I  cannot 
but  note  that  in  our  times  it  lieth  much  waste,  and  that  therein 
there  is  a  deficiency 

For  Narrations  and  Relations  of  particular  actions,  there 
were  also  to  be  wished  a  greater  diligence  therein ;  for  there  is 
no  great  action  but  hath  some  good  pen  which  attends  it.  And 
because  it  is  an  ability  not  common  to  write  a  good  history,  as 
may  well  appear  by  the  small  number  of  them;  yet  if  par* 
ticularity  of  actions  memorable  were  but  tolerably  reported  as 
they  pass,  the  compiling  of  a  complete  History  of  Times  might 
be  the  better  expected,  when  a  writer  should  arise  that  were  fit 
for  it:  for  the  collection  of  such  relations  might  be  as  a  nursery 
garden,  whereby  to  plant  a  fiw  and  stately  garden  when  time 
should  serve. 

f  *  There  is  yet  another  portion  of  history  which  Comeliua 
Tacitus  maketh,  which  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  specially  with 
that  application  which  he  aocoupleth  it  withal.  Annals  and 
Journals:  appropriating  to  the  former  matters  of  estate,  and  to 
the  later  acts  and  accidents  of  a  meaner  nature.  For  giving 
but  a  touch  of  ceiftain  magnificent  buildings,  he  addeth.  Cum 
ex  difffiitate  papuU  Ramani  repertum  sit,  res  iUustres  aunalibua^ 
talia  diumis  urbis  actis  mandare:  [that  it  had  been  thought 
suitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  Boman  people  to  enter  in  their 
annals  only  matters  of  note  and  greatness ;  leaving  such  things 
as  these  to  ^e  journal  records  of  the  city.]     So  as  there  is  a 

*  CompRre  Cicero,  Philippic.  9.  5.,  with  the  opening  of  the  X^s  httri^s, 
1389-10. 

*  De  Aug.  li.  9.  Between  this  paragraph  and  the  last  there  is  Introdaeed  In  the 
translation  a  chapter  on  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  histories  of  the  world, 
as  distinguished  from  histories  of  particular  countries. 
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kind  of  contemplative  heraldry,  as  well  as  civiL  And  as 
nothing  doth  derogate  firom  the  dignily  of  a  state  more  ihan 
confusion  of  degrees ;  so  it  doth  not  a  little  embase  the  autho- 
rity of  an  history,  to  intermingle  matters  of  triumph  or  mat- 
ters of  ceremony  or  matters  of  novelty  with  matters  of  state. 
But  the  use  of  a  Journal  hath  not  only  been  in  the  history 
of  times  ^,  but  likewise  in  the  history  of  persons,  and  chiefly  of 
actions ;  for  princes  in  ancient  time  had,  upon  point  of  honour 
and  policy  both,  journals  kept  of  what  passed  day  by  day :  for 
we  see  the  Chronicle  which  was  read  before  Ahasuerus*,  when 
he  could  not  take  rest,  contained  matter  of  affairs  indeed,  but 
such  as  had  passed  in  his  own  time,  and  very  lately  before :  but 
the  Journal  of  Alexander's  house  expressed  every  small  par- 
ticularity, even  concerning  his  person  and  court ' ;  and  it  is  yet 
an  use  well  received  in  enterprises  memorable,  as  expeditions 
of  war,  navigations,  and  the  like^Jip  keep  diaries  of  that  which 
passeth  continiially.  ^^ 

f  ^  I  cannot  likewise  be  ignorant  of  a  form  of  writing  which 
some  grave  and  wise  men  have  used,  containing  a  scattered 
history  of  those  actions  which  they  have  thought  worthy  of 
memory^  with  politic  discourse  and  observation  thereupon ;  not 
incorporate  into  the  history,  but  separately,  and  as  the  more 
principal  in  their  intention ;  which  kind  of  Ruminated  History 
I  think  more  fit  to  place  amongst  books  of  policy,  whereof  we 
shall  hereafter  speak,  than  amongst  books  of  history^ ;  for  it  is  \ 
the  true  office  of  history  to  represent  the  events  themselves 
together  with  the  counsels,  and  to  leave  the  observations  and 
conclusions  thereupon  to  the  liberty  and  fiiculty  of  every  man's 
judgment  But  mixtures  are  things  irregular,  whereof  no  man 
can  define. 

So  also  is  there  another  kijpid  of  history  manifoldly  mixed, 

*  IMW  In  the  original  and  also  In  edd.  1629  and  1633.  The  translation  omits  this 
dause. 

*  Esther,  tL  1. 

'  Not  that  greater  matters  were  excluded  ;  but  great  and  small  were  entered  promls- 
cnoosly  at  ttiey  occurred,  (ATegne  em'ai  naUasmaUM  tonlnai  graviot  Ua  diaria  tanimm 
kvia  eomplexa  twti  ;  setf  omnia  promiseue  et  eurnm  diariis  exdpManiur,  setc  mt^oH§ 
9eu  minoris  momeniL) 

*  De  Aug.  ii.  10. 

*  This  remark  Is  omitted  In  the  translation,  and  another  substituted,  to  the  effect 
that  this  kind  of  ruminated  history  Is  an  excellent  thing,  provided  It  be  understood 
that  the  matter  In  hand  is  not  history  but  observations  upon  history  (moth  ht^usmodi 
9cHptar  hoe  agai  ti  hoe  m  txgere  confiteatvr) ;  for  In  a  regular  hbtory  the  narrative 
ought  not,  he  says,  to  be  Interrupted  by  comments  of  this  kind,  n  should  be  pregnant 
with  politic  precepts,  but  the  writer  should  not  play  the  mldwifo, 
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and  that  is  History  of  Cosmography :  being  compounded  of 
natand  history^  in  respect  of  the  regions  themselves;  of  history 
civile  in  respect  of  the  habitations^  regiments,  and  manners  of 
the  people ;  and  the  mathematics,  in  respect  of  the  climates 
and  configurations  towards  the  heavens :  which  part  of  learning 
of  all  others  in  this  latter  time  hath  obtained  most  proficience. 
For  it  may  be  truly  affirmed  to  the  honour  of  these  times,  and 
in  a  virtuous  emulation  with  antiquity,  tiiat  this  great  building 
of  tiie  world  had  never  through-lights  made  in  it,  till  the  age 
of  us  and  our  fathers ;  for  although  they  had  knowledge  of  the 
antipodes, 

Noeque  ubi  primus  eqnis  oriens  afflavit  aohelis, 
Blic  sera  rubens  accendit  lumina  Vesper : 
[And  while  on  us  the  fresh  East  breathes  from  far, 
For  them  the  red  West  lights  her  evening  star/.] 

yet  that  might  be  by  demonstration,  and  not  in  fact ;  and  if  by 
travel,  it  requireth  tiie  voyage  but  of  half  the  globe.  But  to 
circle  the  earth,  as  the  heavenly  bodies  do,  was  not  done  nor 
enterprised  till  these  later  times:  and  therefore  tiiese  times 
may  justiy  bear  in  their  word,  not  only  plus  ultra,  in  pre- 
cedence of  the  andient  nan  ultra,  and  imitabUe  fulmen  in  pre- 
cedence of  the  ancient  non  imitabUe  fulmen, 

Demens  qui  nimbos  et  non  imitabile  fulmen  &c. 
but  likewise  imitabile  eodum  ;  in  respect  of  the  many  memo- 
rable voyages,  after  the  manner  of  heaven,  about  the  globe  of 
the  eartL 

And  this  proficience  in  navigation  and  discoveries  may  plant 
also  an  expectation  of  the  further  proficience  and  augmentation 
of  all  sciences ;  because  it  may  seem  they  are  ordiuned  by  God 
to  be  coevals,  that  is,  to  meet  in  one  age.  For  so  the  prophet 
Daniel  si)eaking  of  the  latter  times  foretelleth,  Plurimi  per^ 
tranaibunt,  et  multiplex  erit  acientia :  [many  shall  pass  to  and 
iro,  and  knowledge  shall  be  multiplied :]  as  if  the  openness  and 
through  passage  of  the  world  and  the  increase  of  knowledge 
were  appointed  to  be  in  the  same  ages ;  as  we  see  it  is  already 
performed  in  great  part ;  the  learning  of  these  later  times  not 
much  giving  place  to  the  former  two  periods  or  returns  of 
learning,  the  one  of  the  Grecians,  the  other  of  the  Romans. 

f  '  History  Ecclesiastical  receiveth  the  same  divisions  with 

>  De  Aug.  ii.  11. 
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History  Civil:  but  further  in  the  propriety  thereof  may  be 
divided  into  History  of  the  Church,  by  a  general  name ;  His- 
tory of  Prophecy ;  and  History  of  Providence.  The  first  de- 
scribeth  the  times  of  the  militant  church ;  whether  it  be  fluc- 
tuant, as  the  ark  of  Noah ;  or  moveable,  as  the  ark  in  the 
wilderness;  or  at  rest,  as  the  ark  in  the  temple;  that  is,  the 
state  of  the  church  in  persecution,  in  remove,  and  in  peaces 
This  part  I  ought  in  no  sort  to  note  as  deficient ;  only  I  would 
that  the  virtue  and  sincerity.  6f  it  were  according  to  the.  mass 
and  quantity.  But  I  am  not  now  in  hand  with  censures,  but 
with  omissions. 

The  second,  which  is  History  of  Prophecy,  consisteth  of  two 
relatives,  the  prophecy  and  the  accomplishment ;  and  therefore 
the  nature  of  such  a  work  ought  to  be,  that  every  prophecy 
of  the  scripture  be  sorted  with  the  event  fulfilling  the  same, 
throughout  the  ages  of  the  world ;  both  for  the  better  confir- 
mation of  faith,  and  for  the  better  illumination  of  the  church 
touching  those  parts  of  prophecies  which  are  yet  imfulfilled ; 
.  allowing  nevertheless  that  latitude  which  is  agreeable  and 
/  familiar  unto  divine  prophecies ;  being  of  the  nature  of  their 
I  author,  with  whom  a  thousand  years  are  but  as  one  day ;  and 
'  therefore  are  not  fulfilled  punctually  at  once,  but  have  spring- 
ing and  germinant  accomplishment  throughout  many  ages, 
though  the  height  or  fulness  of  them  may  refer  to  some  one 
age.     This  is  a  work  which  I  find  deficient,  but  is  to  ^^^^^^^ 
be  done  with  wisdom,  sobriety,  and  reverence,  or  not  ^'^*****'- 
at  alL 

The  third,  which  is  History  of  Providence,  containetii  that 
excellent  correspondence  which  is  between  God's  revealed  will 
and  his  secret  will ;  which  though  it  be  so  obscure  as  for  the 
most  part  it  is  not  legible  to  the  natural  man ;  no,  nor  many 
times  to  those  that  behold  it  from  the  tabernacle ;  yet  at  some 
times  it  pleaseth  God,  for  our  better  establishment  and  the  con- 
futing of  those  which  are  as  without  God  in  the  world,  to  write 
it  in  such  text  and  capital  letters  that,  as  the  prophet  saith, 
he  that  runneth  by  may  read  it  * ;  that  is,  mere  sensual  persons, 
which  hasten  by  God's  judgments  and  never  bend  or  fix  their 

>  Habak.  li.  2.  Mr.  Ellis  has  remarked  In  hb  note  on  the  corresponding  passage 
in  the  De  AuffmentU  that  this  expression,  now  so  familiar  and  almost  proverbial,  13 
in  tuii  a  misquotation  of  the  text  and  a  misrepresentation  of  the  meaning  of  the  pro- 
phet "  Write  the  vision  and  make  it  plain  upon  the  tables  that  he  may  run  that 
4vadeth  it."    It  would  be  a  curious  inquiry,  who  first  made  this  mistake. 
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oogitations  upon  them^  are  nevertheleBB  in  tbeir  paasage  and 
race  uiged  to  discern  it.  Such  are  the  notable  events  and 
examples  of  God's  judgments,  chastisements,  deliverances,  and 
blessings.  And  this  is  a  work  which  hath  passed  through  the 
labour  of  many  ^  and  therefore  I  cannot  present  as  omitted. 

f  '  There  are  also  other  parts  of  learning  which  are  Appen* 
dices  to  history.  For  all  the  exterior  proceedings  of  man  connst 
of  words  and  deeds ;  whereof  history  doth  properly  receive  and 
retain  in  memory  the  deeds,  and  if  words,  yet  but  as  induce- 
ments and  passages  to  deeds;  so  are  there  other  books  and 
writings,  which  are  appropriate  to  the  custody  and  receit  of 
words  only;  which  likewise  are  of  three  sorts;  Orations, 
Letters,  and  Brief  Speeches  or  Sayings.  Orations  are  plead- 
ings, speeches  of  counsel ;  laudatives,  invectives,  apolo^es,  re- 
prehensions; orations  of  formality  or  ceremony,  and  the  like. 
Letters  are  according  to  all  the  variety  of  occasions ;  advertise- 
ments, advices,  directions,  propositions,  petitions,  commenda- 
tory, expostulatory,  satisfieu^tory,  of  compliment,  of  pleasure,  of 
discourse,  and  all  other  passages  of  action.  And  such  as  are 
written  firom  wise  men  are,  of  all  the  words  of  man,  in  my 
judgment  the  best ;  for  they  are  more  natural  than  orations  and 
public  speeches,  and  more  advised  than  conferences  or  present 
speeches*  So  again  letters  of  affiurs  from  such  as  manage 
them  or  are  privy  to  them  are  of  all  others  the  best  instruc- 
tions for  history,  and  to  a  £ligent  reader  the  best  histories  in 
themselves.^  •  For  Apophthegms,  it  is  a  great  loss  of  that  book 
of  Caesar's ;  for  as  his  history  and  those  few  letters  of  his  which 
we  have  and  those  apophthegms  which  were  of  his  own  excel 
all  men's  else,  so  I  suppose  would  his  collection  of  Apo- 
phthegms have  done ;  for  as  for  those  which  are  collected  by 
others,  either  I  have  no  taste  in  such  matters,  or  else  their 
choice  hath  not  been  happy.'  But  upon  these  three  kinds  of 
writings  I  do  not  insist,  because  I  have  no  deficiences  to  pro> 
pound  concerning  them. 

Thus  much  therefore  concerning  History ;  which  is  that  part 

*  In  the  translation  he  says,  '*  tane  m  cabmot  nonnwUnrum  ptonan  virorum  inddit^ 
•ed  oon  sine  paiHum  studio.**  Indeed  it  Is  difficult  to  see  how,  without  partlaUty, 
such  a  history  of  Providence  could  he  written  at  all  For  take  any  signal  calamity 
and  look  at  it  in  its  historical  character  only, —  who  shall  say  whether  it  Is  a  chastise- 
ment  or  a  martyrdom  ?  a  Judgment  upon  the  sinner,  or  a  trial  of  the  saint  ? 

*  De  Aug.  iL  12. 

>  Some  ftirther  remailcs  upon  the  value  and  use  of  Apophthegms  are  introduced  In 
the  De  Augwuntii :  of  these,  a  translation  will  be  given  hi  my  pre£sux  to  Baoon*s  own 
colleGtion  of  Apophthegms. 
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of  learning  which  answereth  to  one  of  the  cells^  domiciles,  or 
offices  of  the  mind  of  man;  which  is  that  of  the  Memory. 

IT  ^  PoEST  is  a  part  of  learning  in  measure  of  words  for  the 
most  part  restrained,  but  in  ail  other  points  extremely  licensed^ 
and  doth  truly  refer  to  the  Imagination ;  which,  being  not  tied 
to  the  laws  of  matter,  nuiy  at  pleasure  join  that  which  nature 
hath  severed,  and  sever  that  which  nature  hath  joined,  and  so 
make  unlawful  matches  and  divorces  of  things :  Pictaribus  atque 
poeHsy  &c  [PaiAters  and  Poets  have  always  been  allowed  to 
take  what  liberties  they  would.]  It  is  taken  in  two  senses^  in 
respect  of  words  or  matter.  In  the  first  sense  it  is  but  a  character 
of  style,  and  belongeth  to  arts  of  speech,  and  is  not  pertinent 
for  the  present.^  In  the  later,  it  is  (as  hath  been  said)  one  of  the 
principal  portions  of  learning,  and  is  nothing  else  but  Feigned 
History,  which  may  be  styled  as  well  in  prose  as  in  verse. 

The  use  of  this  Feigned  History  hath  been  to  give  some 
shadow  of  satisfaction  to  the  mind  of  man  in  those  points 
wherein  the  nature  of  things  doth  deny  it ;  the  world  being  in 
proportion  inferior  to  the  soul ;  by  reason  whereof  there  is 
agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  man  a  more  ample  greatness,  a  more 
exact  goodness,  and  a  more  absolute  variety,  than  can  be  found 
in  the  nature  of  things.  Therefore,  because  the  acts  or  events 
of  true  history  have  not  that  magnitude  which  satisfieth  the 
mind  of  man,  poesy  feigneth  acts  and  events  greater  and  more 
heroical;  because  true  history  propoimdeth  the  successes  and 
issues  of  actions  not  so  agreeable  to  the  merits  of  virtue  tod 
vice,  therefore  poesy  feigns  them  more  just  in  retribution,  and 
more  according  to  revealed  providence ;  because  true  history 
representeth  actions  and  events  more  ordinary  and  less  inter- 
changed, therefore  poesy  endueth  them  with  more  rareness,  and 
more  unexpected  and  alternative  variations.  So  as  it  appeareth 
tiuit  poesy  serveth  and  conferreth  to  magnanimity,  morality, 
and  to  delectation.  And  therefore  it  was  ever  thought  to  have 
some  participation  of  divineness,  because  it  doth  raise  and  erect 
the  mind,  by  submittmg  the  shews  of  things  to  the  desires  of 

*  De  Aug.  li.  13.  The  arrangement  te  partly  altered  In  the  trandatlon,  and  much 
new  matter  introduced :  among  the  rest,  a  whole  i»aragraph  concerning  the  true  nse 
and  dignity  of  dramatic  poetry,  as  a  Tehlcle  of  moral  instruction ;  which  Is  connected 
In  a  striking  manner  with  the  remark  that  men  in  bodies  are  more  open  to  tanpressloDa 
than  when  alone. 

■  A  sentence  is  added  in  the  translation  to  explain  Chat  under  ihli  head  ntires^ 
eleglesy  epigrams,  and  odes  are  included. 

S4 


344  OF  THE  ADYANCEHENT  OF  LEARNING. 

the  mind ;  whereas  reason  doth  buckle  and  bow  the  mind  nnto 
the  nature  of  things.  And  we  see  that  by  these  insinuations 
and  congruities  with  man's  nature  and  pleasure^  joined  also 
with  the  agreement  and  consort  it  hath  with  music,  it  hath  had 
access  and  estimation  in  rude  times  and  barbarous  regions^ 
where  other  learning  stood  excluded. 

The  division  of  poesy  which  is  aptest  in  the  propriety  thereof, 
(besides  those  divisions  which  are  common  unto  it  with  history, 
as  feigned  chronicles,  feigned  lives ;  and  the  appendices  of  his- 
tory, as  feigned  epistles,  feigned  orations,  and  the  rest;)  is  into 
Poesy  Narrative,  Representative,  and  Allusive.  The  Nar^ 
rative  is  a  mere  imitation  of  history,  with  the  excesses  before 
remembered;  choosing  for  subject  commonly  wars  and  love, 
rarely  state,  and  sometimes  pleasure  or  mirth.'  Bepresent- 
ative  is  as  a  visible  history,  and  is  an  image  of  actions  as  if  they 
were  present,  as  history  is  of  actions  in  nature  as  they  are,  (that 
is)  past.  Allusive  or  Parabolical  is  a  narration  applied  only 
to  express  some  special  purpose  or  conceit*^  Which  later 
kind  of  parabolical  wisdom  was  much  more  in  use  in  the  ancient 
times,  as  by  the  fables  of  ^sop  and  the  brief  sentences  of  the 
Seven  and  the  use  of  hieroglyphics  may  appear.  And  the 
cause  was,  for  that  it  was  then  of  necessity  to  express  any 
point  of  reason  which  was  more  sharp  or  subtile  than  the 
vulgar  in  that  manner ;  because  men  in  those  times  wanted 
both  variety  of  examples  and  subtilty  of  conceit :  and  as  hiero- 
glyphics were  before  letters,  so  parables  were  before  argu- 
ments :  and  nevertheless  now  and  at  aU  times  they  do  retain 
much  life  and  vigour,  because  reason  cannot  be  so  sensible,  nor 
examples  so  fit 

But  there  remaineth  yet  another  use  of  Poesy  Parabolical, 
opposite  to  that  which  we  last  mentioned :  for  tlmt  tendeth  to 
demonstrate  and  illustrate  that  which  is  taught  or  delivered, 
and  this  other  to  retire  and  obscure  it :  that  is  when  the  secrets 
and  mysteries  of  religion,  policy,  or  philosophy  are  involved 
in  fables  or  parables.  Of  this  in  divine  poesy  we  see  the  use 
is  authorized.  In  heathen  poesy  we  see  the  exposition  of 
&bles  doth  fall  out  sometimes  with  great  felicity ;  as  in  the 

*  Tho  last  clause  of  this  sentence  is  omitted  in  the  translation. 

'  Tbis  obscure  sentence  is  explained  in  tbe  translation  to  mean  that  Parabolic  Poesy 
is  hisiona  ewm  typo,  qu4B  inUlkctualia  dedueit  ad  teiuttmy — typical  history*  by  which 
[deas  that  are  okuectt  of  the  Intellect  are  represented  in  forms  that  are  ot«ccto  of  the 
Sense. 
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fable  that  the  giants  being  overtliTown  in  their  war  against  the 
gods^  the  Earth  their  mother  in  revenge  thereof  brought  forth 
Fame: 

niam  Terra  parens,  ir&  irritata  deorum, 
Extremam,  ut  perbibent,  Cceo  Enceladoque  flororem 
Frogenuit : 

expounded  that  when  princes  and  monarchs  have  suppressed 
actual  and  open  rebels^  then  the  malignity  of  people  (which  is 
the  mother  of  rebellion)  doth  bring  forth  libels  and  slanders 
jmd  taxations  of  the  state^  which  is  of  the  same  kind  with 
rebellion^  but  more  feminine.  So  in  the  fable  that  the  rest  of 
the  gods  having  conspired  to  bind  Jupiter,  Pallas  called  Briareus 
^th  his  hundred  himds  to  his  aid :  expounded  that  monarchfes 
need  nat  fear  any  curbing  of  their  absoluteness  by  mighty  sub- 
jects, as  long  as  by  wisdom  they  keep  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
who  will  be  sure  to  come  in  on  their  side.  So  in  the  fable  that 
Achilles  was  brought  up  under  Chiron  the  Centaur,  who  was 
part  a  man  and  part  a  beast :  expounded  ingeniously  but  cor* 
ruptly  by  Machiavel,  that  it  belongeth  to  the  education  and 
discipline  of  princes  to  know  as  well  how  to  play  the  part  of 
the  lion  in  violence  and  the  fox  in  guile,  as  of  tibe  man  in  virtue 
and  justice.*  Nevertheless  in  many  the  like  encounters,  I  do 
Tather  think  that  the  fable  was  first,  and  the  exposition  devised, 
than  that  the  moral  was  first,  and  thereupon  the  fable  framed. 
For  I  find  it  was  an  ancient  vanity  in  Chrysippus,  that  troubled 
himself  with  great  contention  to  fasten  the  assertions  of  the 
Stoics  upon  the  fictions  of  the  ancient  poets.  But  yet  that  all 
the  fables  and  fictions  of  the  poets  were  but  pleasure  and  not 
figure,  I  interpose  no  opinion.  Surely  of  those  poets  which 
are  now  extant,  even  Homer  himself,  (notwithstanding  he  was 
made  a  kind  of  Scripture  by  the  later  schools  of  the  Grecians,) 
yet  I  should  without  any  difficulty  pronounce  that  his  fables 
had  no  such  inwardness  in  his  own  meaning ;  but  what  they 
might  have  upon  a  more  original  tradition,  is  not  easy  to  affirm; 
for  he  was  not  the  inventor  of  many  of  them.^ 

*  Tbe  Prince,  c.  18.  As  two  of  the  animals  are  the  same  it  is  possible  that  Macchia- 
velli  was  thinking  of  what  was  said  of  Boniface  VIII.  by  the  predecessor  whom  he 
forced  to  abdicate, —  that  he  came  in  like  a  fox,  would  reign  like  a  lion,  and  die  like  a 
dog.—R.L.B. 

*  For  these,  examples  there  is  substituted  in  the  translation  a  ftill  exposition  of  the 
three  fables  of  Pan,  Perseus,  and  Dionysus.  And  it  is  worth  observing  that,  upon  the 
question  whether  there  was  really  a  mystic  sense  at  the  bottom  of  the  ancient  fables. 
Bacon  expresses  in  the  translation  a  more  decided  inclination  to  the  affirmative  than 
be  does  here., 
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In  this  third  part  of  leaming^  whioh  is  poesy^  I  can  report 
no  deficlence.  For  being  as  a  plant  that  cometh  of  the  lust  of 
the  earthy  without  a  formal  seed,  it  hath  sprang  up  and  spread 
abroad  more  than  any  other  kind.  But  to  ascribe  unto  it  that 
which  is  due ;  for  the  expressing  of  affections,  passions^  cor- 
ruptions, and  customs,  we  are  beholding  to  poets  more  than  to 
the  philosophers'  works;  and  for  wit  and  eloquence  not  much 
less  than  to  orators'  harangues.^  But  it  is  not  good  to  stay  too 
long  in  the  theatre.  Let  us  now  pass  on  to  the  judicial  place 
or  palace  of  the  mind,  which  we  are  to  approach  and  view  with 
more  reverence  and  attention. 

f  ^  The  knowledge  of  man  is  as  the  waters,  some  descend- 
ing &om  above,  and  some  springing  from  beneatii ;  the  one  in- 
formed by  the  light  of  nature,  the  other  inspired  by  divine 
revelation.  The  light  of  nature  consistetii  in  the  notions  of  the 
mind  and  tiie  reports  of  the  senses ;  for  as  for  knowledge  which 
man  receiveth  by  teaching,  it  is  cumulative  and  not  ori^nal ; 
as  in  a  water  that  besides  his  own  spring-head  is  fed  with 
other  springs  and  streams.  So  then  according  to  these  two 
differing  illuminations  or  originals,  knowledge  is  first  of  all 
divided  into  Divinity  and  Philosophy. 

In  Philosophy,  the  contemplations  of  man  do  either  pene- 
trate unto  Qod,  or  are  drcumferred  to  Nature,  or  are  reflected 
or  reverted  upon  Himself.  Out  ^f  which  several  inquiries 
there  do  arise  three  knowledges.  Divine  philosophy.  Natural 
philosophy,  and  Human  philosophy  or  Humanity.  For  all 
things  are  marked  and  stamped  with  this  triple  character,  of 
the  power  of  Ood,  the  difference  of  nature,  and  the  use  of  man. 
But  because  the  distributions  and  partitions  of  knowledge  are 
not  like  several  lines  that  meet  in  one  angle,  and  so  touch  but 
in  a  point ;  but  are  like  branches  of  a  tree  that  meet  in  a 
stem,  which  hath  a  dimension  and  quantity  of  entireness  and 
continuance,  before  it  come  to  discontinue  and  break  itself 
into  arms  and  boughs ;  therefore  it  is  good,  before  we  enter 
into  the  former  distribution,  to  erect  and  constitute  one  uni- 
versal science,  by  the  name  of  Philosophia  Prima,  Primitive  or 
Summary  Philosophy,  as  the  main  and  common  way,  before 
we  come  where  the  ways  part  and  divide  themselves ;  which 

'  This  sentence  is  omitted  in  the  translation. 

<  De  Aug.  Ul.  1.  The  Older  of  this  chaj>ter  Ischansed  in  the  tnDsUtkNif  and  a 
good  deal  added. 


THE  SECOND  BOOK.  847 

flcienoe  whether  I  should  report  as  deficient  or  iio>  I  stand 
doubtfuL  For  I  find  a  certain  rhapsody  of  Natural  Theology, 
and  of  divers  parts  of  Logic ;  and  of  that  part  of  Natural 
Philosophy  which  concemeth  the  Principles^  and  of  that  other 
part  of  Natural  Philosophy  which  concemeth  the  Soul  or 
Spirit;  all  these  strangely  commixed  and  confused;  but  being 
ezaminedf  it  seemeth  to  me  rath^  a  depredation  of  other 
sciences^  advanced  and  exalted  unto  some  height  of  terms  ^ 
than  any  thing  solid  or  substantive  of  itself.  Nevertheless  I 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  distinction  which  is  current,  that  the 
same  things  are  handled  but  in  several  respects;  as  for  ex- 
ample, that  logic  oonsidereih  of  many  things  as  tiiey  are  in 
notion,  and  tiiis  philosophy  as  they  are  in  nature ;  tiie  one  in 
appearance,  tiie  other  in  existence.  But  I  find  tiiis  difference 
better  made  tiian  pursued.  For  if  tiiey  had  considered  Quan- 
tity, Sunilitude,  Diversity,  and  the  rest  of  those  Extern 
Characters  of  things,  as  philosophers,  and  in  nature,  their 
inquiries  must  of  force  have  been  of  a  fiur  other  kind  tiian  tiiey 
are.  For  doth  any  of  them,  in  handling  Quantity,  speak  <^ 
tiie  force  of  union,  how  and  how  far  it  multiplieth  virtue? 
Dotii  any  give  tiie  reason,  why  some  things  in  nature  are  so 
common  and  in  so  great  mass,  and  others  so  rare  and  in  so 
small  quantity  ?  Doth  any,  in  handling  Similitude  and  Diver- 
sity, assign  the  cause  why  iron  should  not  move  to  iron,  which 
is  more  like,  but  move  to  the  loadstone,  which  is  less  like? 
Why  in  all  diversities  of  tilings  there  should  be  certain  parti- 
ciples in  nature,  which  are  almost  ambiguous  to  which  kind 
tiiey  should  be  referred  ?  But  there  is  a  mere  and  deep  sQence 
touching  the  nature  and  operation  of  tiiose  Common  Adjuncts 
of  things,  as  in  nature ;  and  only  a  resuming  and  repeating  of 
the  force  and  use  of  them  in  speech  or  argument.  Therefore, 
because  in  a  writing  of  tiiis  nature  I  avoid  all  subtility,  my 
mei^ng^touching  this  original  or  universal  philosophy  is  thus» 
in  a  plain  and  gross  description  by  negative :  TTiat  it  be  a 
receptacle  for  all  such  profitable  observations  and  customs  as  fall 
not  within  the  compass  of  any  of  the  special  parts  of  philosophy 
or  sciences f  but  are  more  common  and  of  a  higher  stage. 

Now  tiiat  there  are  many  of  that  kind  need  not  be  doubted* 

'  Ei  tubSmitate  qtuuhm  Hrmotdt  komimtm  gxt  m  ijMOf  admirari  anuoU  UtMquam  in 
vertice  teietitiarum  coUocaiam. — De  Aug.  The  substance  of  the  rest  of  this  pangnpb, 
tUl  we  come  to  the  last  sentence,  is  transferred  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  in  the  Z7» 
jImjfmenHt  and  set  forth  more  ftiUy  and  clearly. 
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For  example ;  is  not  the  rule.  Si  iwBqualibus  aiqudlia  addas, 
omnia  erunt  iiuBqualia,  [if  equals  be  added  to  unequals,  the 
wholes  will  be  uaequal,]  an  axiom  as  well  of  justice  as  of  the 
mathematics  ?  ^  And  is  there  not  a  true  coincidence  between 
commutative  and  distributive  justice,  and  arithmetical  and 
geometrical  proportion?  Is  not  that  other  rule,  Qu4Bjn  eodem 
tertio  convemunt,  et  inter  se  conveniunt,  [things  that  are  equal 
to  the  same  are  equal  to  each  other,]  a  rule  taken  from  the 
mathematics,  but  so  potent  in  logic  as  all  syllogisms  are  built 
upon  it  ?  Is  not  the  observation.  Omnia  mutantuvy  nil  interit, 
[all  things  change,  but  nothing  is  lost,]  a  contemplation  in 
philosophy  thus.  That  the  quantum  of  nature  is  eternal?  in 
natural  theology  thus.  That  it  requireth  the  same  omnipotence 
to  make  somewhat  nothing,  which  at  the  first  made  nothing 
somewhat  ?  according  to  the  scripture,  Didici  quod  omnia  opera 
qu(B  fecit  Deus  perseverent  in  perpetuum ;  non  possumus  eis 
quicquam  addere  nee  auferre :  [I  know  that  whatsoever  God 
doeth,  it  shall  be  for  ever ;  nothing  can  be  put  to  it,  nor  auy- 
thing  taken  from  it].  Is  not  the  ground,  which  Machiavel 
wisely  and  largely  discourseth  concerning  governments,  that 
the  way  to  establish  and  preserve  them  is  to  reduce  them  ad 
principia ',  a  rule  in  religion  and  nature '  as  well  as  in  civil 
administration?  Was  not  the  Persian  Magic  a  reduction  or 
correspondence  of  the  principles  and  architectures  of  nature  to 
the  rules  and  policy  of  governments  ?  Is  not  the  precept  of  a 
musician,  to  fall  from  a  discord  or  harsh  accord  upon  a  concord 
or  sweet  accord,  alike  true  in  affection?  Is  not  the  trope  of 
music,  to  avoid  or  slide  from  the  close  or  cadence,  common 

>  This  clause  is  printed  out  of  its  place  both  in  the  original  and  in  the  editions  of 
1629  and  i  633 ;  being  Inserted  after  the  next  sentence.  It  is  obviously  an  error  of  the 
printer ;  but  worth  noticing  as  evidence  of  the  imperfection  of  the  arrangements  then 
made  for  correcting  the  press.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  hi  Bacon's  thne  the  proof- 
sheets  were  never  revised  by  the  author. 

In  the  translation  we  are  told  that  the  axiom  holds  with  regard  to  dittributive 
justice  only.  {Eadan  in  Ethicu  obtinet  qnaienua  adjustitiam  diitrUnUivam  :  tiguidem 
in  juttiUA  commtUativat  ut  paria  imparibut  tribuantur  ratio  aqvitatiM  po9ttU€U  ;  at  in 
dislribtttivat  nisi  imparia  imparibut  pr<e»tentur,  iniquitat  fuerit  maxima, )  Equal  mea- 
sure distributed  to  unequal  conditions  produces  an  unequal  result ;  a  truth  of  which 
many  striking  illustrations  are  fumish-d  by  the  operation  of  our  own  laws  as  between 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  when  the  same  penalty  inflicted  for  the  same  offence  falls 
heavily  on  the  one  and  lightly  on  the  other.  In  matter  of  eommuiationy — as  in  a 
question,  for  instance,  of  compensation  for  property  destroyed,  —  this  of  course  does 
not  hold.  The  coincidence  between  commutative  and  distributive  justice  and  arith- 
metical and  geometrical  proportion  is  not  alluded  to  in  the  translation.  But  this  may 
have  been  by  accident ;  the  translator  perhaps  not  having  observed  where  the  misplaced 
sentence  was  meant  to  come  in. 

'  Discorsi,iiL  I. 

■  The  trausUUou  says  tn  pky»ici$,  omitting  the  word  reiigion. 
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with  the  trope  of*  rhetoric  of  deceiving  expectation?  Is  not 
the  delight  of  the  quavering  upon  a  stop  in  music  the  same 
with  ^  the  playing  of  light  upon  the  water  ? 

Splendet  tremulo  sub  lumine  pontus : 
[Beneath  the  trembling  light  glitters  the  sea.] 

Are  not  the  organs  of  the  senses  of  one  kind  with  the  organs 
of  reflexion^  the  eye  with  a  glass^  the  ear  with  a  cave  or  strait 
determined  and  bounded  ?  ^  Neither  are  these  only  similitudes^ 
as  men  of  narrow  observation  may  conceive  them  to  be,  but 

»  the  same  footsteps  of  nature,  treading  or  printing  upon  several 
subjects  or  matters.      This  science  therefore  (as  I  p;ia>wp*te 
understand  it)  I  may  justly  report  as  deficient ;  for  ae^iiaS 
I  see  sometimes  the  profounder  sort  of   wits,   in  ^«*^^"^ 
handling  some  particular  argument,  will  now  and  then  draw  a 

*  bucket  of  water  out  of  this  well  for  their  present  use ;  but  the 
springhead  thereof  seemeth  to  me  not  to  have  been  visited, 
being  of  so  excellent  use  both  for  the  disclosing  of  nature  and 
the  abridgment  of  art. 

Y  '  This  science  being  therefore  first  placed  as  a  conunon 
parent,  like  unto  Berecynthia,  which  had  so  much  heavenly 

issue^ 

Omnes  ccelicolas,  omnes  supera  alta  tenentes : 
[All  dwellers  in  the  heaven  and  upper  sky :] 

we  may  return  to  the  former  distribution  of  the  three  philo- 
sophies ;  Divine,  Natural,  and  Human.  And  as  concerning 
Divine  Philosophy  or  Natural  Theology,  it  is  that  knowledge 
or  rudiment  of  knowledge  concerning  God  which  may  be  ob- 
tained by  the  contemplation  of  his  creatures;  which  know- 
ledge may  be  truly  termed  divine  in  respect  of  the  object,  and 
natural  in  respect  of  the  light.  The  bounds  of  this  knowledge 
'  are,  that  it  sufficeth  to  convince  atheism,  but  not  to  inform 
religion :  and  therefore  there  was  never  miracle  wrought  by 
God  to  convert  an  atheist,  because  the  light  of  nature  might 
have  led  him  to  confess  a  God :  but  miracles  have  been  wrought 
to  convert  idolaters  and  the  superstitious,  because  no  light  of 
nature  extendeth  to  declare  the  will  and  true  worship  of  God. 
For  as  all  works  do  shew  forth  the  power  and  skill  of  the 
workman,  and  not  his  image;  so  it  is  of  the  works  of  God; 

>  So  ed.  16S3.     The  original  and  tbe  ed.  1629  have  which, 
'  Some  other  instances  are  added  in  tbe  translation. 
*  De  Aug.  ill  2. 
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which  do  shew  the  omnipotency  and  wisdom  of  ihe  maker^  but 
not  hia  image:  and  therefore  therein  the  heathen  opinion 
differeth  from  the  aacred  truth ;  for  they  supposed  the  world 
to  be  the  image  of  Grod,  and  man  to  be  an  extract  or  com- 
pendious image  of  the  world ;  but  the  Scriptures  never  vouch- 
safe to  attribute  to  the  world  that  honour,  as  to  be  the  image 
of  Ood,  but  only  the  work  of  his  hands;  neither  do  they  speak 
of  any  other  image  of  God,  but  man.  Wherefore  by  the  con- 
temphition  of  nature  to  induce  and  inforce  the  acknowledge- 
ment of  Grod,  and  to  demonstrate  his  power,  providence,  and 
goodness,  is  an  excellent  argument,  and  hath  been  excellently 
handled  by  divers.  But  on  the  other  side,  out  of  the  contem- 
plation of  nature,  or  ground  of  human  knowledges,  to  induce 
any  verity  or  persuasion  concerning  the  points  of  faith,  is  in 
my  judgment  not  safe :  DaJideiqutBjidei  sunt:  [give  unto  Faith 
that  which  is  Faith's].  For  the  Heathen  themselves  conclude 
as  much  in  that  excellent  and  divine  fable  of  the  golden  chain : 
That  men  and  gods  were  not  able  to  draw  Jupiter  down  to  the 
earth;  but  contrariwise^  Jupiter  was  able  to  draw  them  up  to 
heaven.  So  as  we  ought  not  to  attempt  to  draw  down  or  submit 
the  mysteries  of  Ood  to  our  reason ;  but  contrariwise  to  raise 
and  advance  our  reason  to  the  divine  truth.  So  as  in  this  part  of 
knowledge  touching  divine  philosophy,  I  am  so  far  firom  noting 
any  deficience,  as  I  rather  note  an  excess :  whereunto  I  have 
digressed,  because  of  the  extreme  prejudice  which  both  reli- 
gion and  philosophy  hath  received  and  may  receive  by  being 
commixed  together ;  as  that  which  undoubtedly  will  make  an 
heretical  religion,  and  an  imaginary  and  fiibulous  philosophy. 

Otherwise  it  is  of  the  nature  of  angels  and  spirits,  which  is 
an  appendix  of  theology  both  divine  and  natural,  and  is  neither 
inscrutable  nor  interdicted;  for  although  the  Scripture  saith. 
Let  no  man  deceive  you  in  sublime  discourse  touching  the  worship 
of  angels^  pressing  into  that  he  knowetk  not,  &c  yet  notwith- 
standing if  you  observe  well  that  precept,  it  may  appear 
thereby  that  there  be  two  things  only  forbidden,  adoration  of 
them,  and  opinion  fantastical  of  them ;  either  to  extol  them 
further  than  appertaineth  to  the  degree  of  a  creature,  or  to 
extol  a  man's  knowledge  of  them  further  than  he  hath  ground. 
But  the  sober  and  grounded  inquiry  which  may  arise  out  of 
the  passages  of  holy  Scriptures,  or  out  of  the  gradations  of 
nature,  is  not  restrained.  So  of  degenerate  and  revolted  spirits. 
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the  oonverdng  with  them  or  the  employment  of  them  is  pro- 
bibited»  much  more  any  veneration  towards  them.  But  the 
contemplation  or  science  of  their  nature^  their  power,  their 
illusions,  either  by  Scripture  or  reason,  is  a  part  of  spiritual 
wisdom.  For  so  the  apostle  saith.  We  are  not  ignorant  of  his 
giratagems;  and  it  is  no  more  unlawful  to  inquire  the  nature 
of  evil  spirits  than  to  enquire  the  force  of  poisons  in  nature,  or 
the  nature  of  sin  and  vice  in  morality.  But  this  part  touching 
angeb  and  spirits,  I  cannot  note  as  deficient,  for  many  have 
occupied  themselves  in  it ;  I  may  rather  challenge  it,  in  many 
of  the  writers  thereof,  as  fabulous  and  fantastical. 

%  >  Leaving  therefore  Divine  Philosophy  or  Natural  Theo* 
logy  (not  Divinity  or  Inspired  Theol(^,  which  we  reserve  for 
the  last  of  all,  as  the  havenand  sabbath  of  all  man's  contempla- 
tions), we  will  now  proceed  to  Natural  Philosophy.  If  then  it 
be  true  that  Democritus  said,  TTuit  the  truth  of  nature  lieth  hid 
in  certain  deep  mines  and  caves  ;  and  if  it  be  true  likewise  that 
the  Alchemists  do  so  much  inculcate,  that  Vulcan  is  a  second 
nature,  and  imitateth  that  dexterously  and  compendiously 
which  nature  worketh  by  ambages  and  length  of  time ;  it  were 
good  to  divide  natural  philosophy  into  the  mine  and  the  fur* 
nace,and  to  make  two  professions  or  occupations  of  natural 
philosophers,  some  to  be  pioners  and  some  smiths ;  some  to  dig, 
and  some  to  refine  and  hammer.  And  surely  I  do  best  allow 
of  a  division  of  that  kind,  though  in  more  familiar  and  scholas- 
tical  terms ;  namely,  that  these  be  the  two  parts  of  natural  phi- 
losophy,—  the  Inquisition  of  Causes,  and  the  Production  of 
Effects;  Speculative,  and  Operative;  Natural  Science,  and 
Natural  Prudence.  For  as  in  civil  matters  there  is  a  wisdom 
of  discourse  and  a  wisdom  of  direction ;  so  is  it  in  natural. 
And  here  I  will  make  a  request,  that  for  the  latter  (or  at  least 
for  a  part  thereof)  I  may  revive  and  reintegrate  the  misapplied 
and  abused  name  of  Natural  Magic ;  which  in  the  true  sense 
is  but  Natural  Wisdom,  or  Natural  Prudence ;  taken  according ' 
to  the  ancient  acception,  purged  from  vanity  and  superstition.' 
Now  although  it  be  true,  and  I  know  it  well,  that  there  is  an 
intercourse  between  Causes  and  Effects,  so  as  both  these  know- 
ledges. Speculative  and  Operative,  have  a  great  connexion 
between  themselves ;  yet  because  all  true  and  fruitful  Natural 
Philosophy  hath  a  double  scale  or  ladder,  ascendent  and  de- 
I  De  Aug.  ill.  S.  '  This  request  is  omitted  in  the  tnuisliiti<MU 
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scendent;  ascending  from  experiments  to  the  invention  of 
causes,  and  descending  from  causes  to  tlie  invention  of  new 
experiments ;  therefore  I  judge  it  most  requisite  that  these  two 
parts  be  severally  considered  and  handled. 

Y  '  Natural  Science  or  Theory  is  divided  into  Physic  and 
Metaphysic :  wherein  I  desire  it  may  be  conceived  that  I  use 
the  word  Metaphysic  in  a  differing  sense  from  that  that  is  re- 
ceived: and  in  like  manner  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  easily 
appear  to  men  of  judgment  that  in  this  and  other  particulars, 
wheresoever  my  conception  and  notion  may.  differ  from  the 
ancient,  yet  I  am  studious  to  keep  the  ancient  terms.  For 
hoping  well  to  deliver  myself  from  mistaking  by  the  order  and 
perspicuous  expressing  of  that  I  do  propound,  I  am  otherwise 
zealous  and  affectionate  to  recede  as  little  from  antiquity, 
either  in  terms  or  opinions,  as  may  stand  with  truth  and  the 
profidence  of  knowledge.  And  herein  I  cannot  a  little  marvel 
at  the  philosopher  Aristotle,  that  did  proceed  in  such  a  spirit 
of  difference  and  contradiction  towards  all  antiquity;  under*^ 
taking  not  only  to  frame  new  words  of  science  at  pleasure,  but 
to  confound  and  extmguish  all  ancient  wisdom ;  insomuch  as 
he  never  nameih  or  mentioneth  an  ancient  author  or  opinion, 
but  to  confute  and  reprove ;  wherein  for  glory,  and  drawing 
foUowers  and  disciples,  he  took  the  right  course.  For  certainly 
there  cometh  to  pass  and  hath  place  in  human  truth,  that  which 
was  noted  and  pronounced  in  the  highest  truth: .  Vent  in  nomine 
Patris,  nee  recipitii  me;  si  quis  venerit  in  nomine  suo^  eum  red" 
pietis ;  [I  hav^  come  in  my  Father's  name,  and  ye  receive  me 
not ;  if  one  come  in  his  own  name,  him  ye  will  receive].  But 
in  this  divine  aphorism  (considering  to  whom  it  was  applied, 
namely  to  Antichrist,  the  highest  deceiver,)  we  may  discern 
well  that  the  coming  in  a  matCs  own  name,  without  regard  of 
antiquity  or  paternity,  is  no  good  sign  of  truth ;  although  it  be 
joined  with  the  fortune  and  success  of  an  Eum  recipietis.  But 
for  this  excellent  person^  Aristotle,  I  will  think  of  him  that  he 
learned  that  humour  of  his  scholar,  with  whom  it  seemeth  he 
did  emulate,  the  one  to  conquer  all  opinions,  as  the  other  to 
conquer  all  nations.  Wherein  nevertheless,  it  may  be,  he  may 
at  some  men's  hands  that  are  of  a  bitter  disposition  get  a  like 
title  as  his  scholar  did ; 

«  De  Aug.  m,  4. 

'  viro  tarn  ezimio  certe,  et  6b  acumen  ingtnii  mirabili.  — Be  Aug; 
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Felix  terranim  pr»do,  non  utile  mundo 
Editus  exemplum,  &c. 

[a  fortunate  robber,  who  made  prize  of  nations] ;  so 

Felix  doctrinas  pr»do, 

[a  fortunate  robber,  who  made  prize  of  learning].  But  to 
me  on  the  other  side  that  do  desire,  as  much  as  Ueth  in  my 
pen,  to  ground  a  sociable  intercourse^  between  antiquity  and 
proficience,  it  seemeth  best  to  keep  way  with  antiquity  usque 
ad  araSy  [as  far  as  may  be  without  violating  higher  obliga- 
tions ;]  and  therefore  to  retain  the  ancient  terms,  though  I 
sometimes  alter  the  uses  and  definitions ;  according  to  the  mo* 
derate  proceeding  in  civil  government,  where  although  there 
be  some  alteration,  yet  that  holdeth  which  Tacitus  wisely  notetii, 
eadem  magistratuum  oocabula,  [the  name  of  the  magistracies  are 
not  changed]. 

To  return  therefore  to  the  use  and  acception  of  the  term 
Metaphysic,  as  I  do  now  understand  the  word :  It  appeareth 
by  that  which  hath  been  already  said,  that  I  intend  Philosophia 
Prima,  Summary  Philosophy,  and  Metaphysic,  which  heretofore 
have  been  confounded  as  one,  to  be  two  distinct  things.  For 
the  one  I  have  made  as  a  parent  or  conunon  ancestor  to  all 
knowledge,  and  the  other  I  have  now  brought  in  as  a  branch 
or  descendent  of  Natural  Science.  It  appeareth  likewise  that 
I  have  assigned  to  Summary  Philosophy  the  common  prin- 
ciples and  axioms  which  are  promiscuous  and  indifferent  to 
several  sciences.  I  have  assigned  unto  it  likewise  the  inquiry 
toucMng  the  operation  of  the  relative  and  adventhe  characters  of 
essences,  as  Quantity,  Similitude^  Diversity,  Possibility,  and  the 
rest;  with  this  distinction  and  provision ;  that  they  be  handled 
as  they  have  efficacy  in  nature,  and  not  logically.  It  appeareth 
likewise  that  Natural  Theology,  which  heretofore  hath  been 
handled  confusedly  with  Metaphysic,  I  have  inclosed  and 
bounded  by  itself.  It  is  therefore  now  a  question,  what  is  left 
remaining  for  Metaphysic ;  wherein  I  may  without  prejudice 
preserve  thus  much  of  the  conceit  of  antiquity,  that  Physic 
should  contemplate  that  which  is  inherent  in  matter  and  there- 
fore transitory,  and  Metaphysic  that  which  is  abstracted  and 
fixed.  And  again  that  Physic  should  handle  that  which  sup- 
poseth  in  nature  only  a  being  and  moving^,  and  Metaphysic 

'  entercourte  in  the  origbial,^  the  form  of  the  word  commonly  used  by  Bacon. 
'  The  translation  adds  **  and  natural  necessity.'* 
VOL.  Ill,  A  A 
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ahonld  handle  that  which  supposeth  fiiriher  in  nature  a  reason^ 
understanding,  and  platform.*  But  the  difference,  perspicu- 
ously expressed,  is  most  familiar  and  sensible.  For  as  we 
divided  Natural  Philosophy  in  general  into  the  Inquiry  of 
Causes  and  Productions  of  Effects ;  so  that  part  which  con- 
cemeth  the  Inquiry  of  Causes  we  do  subdivide,  according  to 
the  received  and  sound  division  of  Causes ;  the  one  part,  which 
is  Physic,  enquireth  and  handleth  the  Material  and  Efficient 
Causes;  and  the  other,  which  is  Metaphysic,  handleth  the 
Formal  and  Final  Causes. 

Physic  (taking  it  according  to  the  derivation,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  our  idiom  for  Medicine,)  is  situate  in  a  middle  term 
or  distance  between  Natural  History  and  Metaphysic.  For 
Natural  History  describeth  the  variety  of  things;  Physic,  the 
causes,  but  variable  or  respective  causes;  and  Metaphysic,  the 
fixed  and  constant  causes. 

LimuB  nt  hie  doresdti  et  h»c  Qt  eera  liqnescit, 
Uno  eodemque  igni: 

[As  the  same  ^n  which  makes  the  soft  day  hard 
Makes  hard  wax  soft :] 

Fire  is  the  cause  of  induration,  but  respective  to  day ;  fire  is 
the  cause  of  oolliquation,  but  respective  to  wax ;  but  fire  is  no 
constant  cause  either  of  induration  or  coUiquation.  So  then 
the  physical  causes  are  but  the  efficient  and  the  matter.  Physic 
hath  three  parts ;  whereof  two  respect  nature  united  or  collected^ 
the  third  contemplateth  nature  diffused  or  distributed.  Nature 
is  collected  either  into  one  aitire  totaly  or  else  into  the  same 
principles  or  seeds.  So  as  the  first  doctrine  is  touching  the 
Contexture  or  Configuration  of  things,  as  de  mundo,  de  tmt- 
versitate  rerum.  The  second  is  the  doctrine  concerning  the 
Principles  or  Originals  of  things.  The  third  is  the  doctrine 
concerning  all  Variety  and  Particularity  of  things,  whether  it 
be  of  the  differing  substances,  or  their  differing  qualities  and 
natures ;  whereof  there  needeth  no  enumeration,  this  part  be- 
ing but  as  a  gloss  or  paraphrase,  that  attendeth  upon  the  text 
of  Natural  History.'  Of  these  three  I  cannot  report  any  as  de- 
ficient. In  what  truth  or  perfection  they  are  handled,  I  make 
not  now  any  judgment :  but  tiiey  are  parts  of  knowledge  not 
deserted  by  tiie  labour  of  man. 


*  On  thii  brancli  of  the  suUfect  then  Is  a  lafge  addition  of  ten  or  twelve  pages  in 
the  Dt  AmpwuniU, 
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For  Metaphysic,  we  liaTe  assigned  unto  it  the  inquiry  of 
Formal  and  Final  Causes;  wbich  assignation^  as  to  the  former 
of  them^  may  seem  to  be  nugatory  and  void,  because  of  the 
receiyed  and  inveterate  opinion  that  the  inquisition  of  man  is 
not  competent  to  find  out  essential  farms  or  true  differences : 
of  which  opinion  we  will  take  this  hold ;  that  the  invention  of 
Forms  is  of  ail  other  parts  of  knowledge  the  worthiest  to  be 
sought,  if  it  be  possible  to  be  found.  As  for  the  possibility, 
they  are  ill  discoverers  that  think  there  is  no  land  when  they 
can  see  nothing  but  sea.  But  it  is  manifest  that  Plato  in  his 
opinion  of  Ideas,  as  one  that  had  a  wit  of  elevation  situate  as 
upon  a  cliff,  did  descry  that  farms  were  the  trite  abfeet  af  knaw» 
ledge  ;  but  lost  the  real  fruit  of  his  opinion,  by  considering  of 
forms  as  absolutely  abstracted  from  matter,  and  not  confined 
and  determined  by  matter ;  and  so  turning  his  opinion  upon 
Theology,  wherewith  all  his  natural  philosophy  is  infected. 
But  if  any  man  shall  keep  a  continual  watchful  and  severe  eye 
upon  action,  operation,  and  the  use  of  knowledge,  he  may 
advise  and  take  notice  what  are  the  Forms,  the  disclosures 
whereof  are  fruitful  and  important  to  tiie  state  of  man.  For 
as  to  the  Forms  of  substances — Man  only  except,  of  whom  it  is 
said,  Farmavit  haminem  de  lima  terra,  et  spiravit  in  faciem  ejus 
spiraculum  vitee,  [He  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground, 
and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,]  and  not  as  of 
all  other  creatures,  Praducant  aqua,  praducat  terra,  [let  the 
waters  bring  forth,  let  the  earth  bring  forth,]  —  the  Forms  of 
Substances  I  say  (as  they  are  now  by  compounding  and  trans- 
planting mtdtiplied)  are  so  perplexed,  as  they  are  not  to  be 
enquired  * ;  no  more  than  it  were  either  possible  or  to  purpose 
to  seek  in'  gross  tJie  farms  af  thase  sounds  which  make  wards, 
which  by  composition  and  transposition  of  letters  are  infinite. 
But  on  the  other  side,  to  enquire  the  farm  af  thase  saunds  ar 
voices  which  make  simple  letters  is  easily  comprehensible,  and 
being  known,  induceth  and  manifesteth  the  forms  of  all  words, 
which  consist  and  are  compounded  of  them.  In  the  same 
manner  to  enquire  the  Form  of  a  lion,  of  an  oak,  of  gold,  nay 
of  water,  of  air,  is  a  vain  pursuit :  but  to  enquire  the  Forms  ol 
sense,  of  voluntary  motion,  of  vegetation,  of  colours,  of  gravity 
and  levity,  of  density,  of  tenuity,  of  heat,  of  cold,  and  all  other 

'  Or  at  least  (adds  the  translation)  the  enquiry  must  be  put  off  till  forms  of  simpler 
nature  have  been  discovered. 

A  a2  /, 
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natures  and  qualities,  which  like  an  alphabet  are  not  many, 
and  of  which  the  essences  (upheld  by  matter)  of  ail  creatures 
do  conrist ;  to  enquire  I  say  the  tnuforvM  of  these,  is  that  part 
of  Metaphysic  which  we  now  define  of.  Not  but  that  Phyric 
doth  make  inquiry  and  take  consideration  of  the  same  natures : 
but  how?  Only  as  to  the  Material  and  Efficient  Causes  of 
them,  and  not  as  to  the  Forms.  For  example ;  if  the  cause 
of  Whiteness  in  snow  or  froth  be  enquired,  and  it  be  rendered 
thus,  that  the  subtile  intermixture  of  air  and  water  is  the  cause,  it 
is  well  rendered ;  but  nevertheless,  is  this  the  Form  of  White- 
ness? No ;  but  it  is  the  Efficient,  which  is  ever  but  vehiculum 
Metajtk^siea,  foTm<By  [the  Carrier  of  the  Form].'  This  part  of 
"DtS!^  Metaphysic  I  do  not  find  laboured  and  performed; 
Bftwt.  whereat  I  marvel  not,  because  I  hold  it  not  pos- 
sible to  be  invented  by  that  course  of  invention  which  hath 
been  used;  in  regard  that  men  (which  is  the  root  of  ail  error)* 
have  made  too  untimely  a  departure  and  too  remote  a  recess 
from  particulars. 

But  the  use  of  this  part  of  Metaphysic  which  I  report  as  de- 
ficient, is  of  the  rest  the  most  excellent  in  two  respects;  the 
one,  because  it  is  the  duty  and  virtue  of  all  knowledge  to 
9  abridge  the  infinity  of  individual  experience  as  much  as  the 
conception  of  truth  will  permit,  and  to  remedy  the  complaint  of 
vita  brevis,  ars  hnga^  [life  is  short  and  art  is  long ;]  which  is 
performed  by  uniting  the  notions  and  conceptions  of  sciences.* 
/'         For  knowledges  are  as  pyramides,  whereof  history  is  the  basis : 
*A  so  of  Natural  Philosophy  the  basis  is  Natural  History ;  the 

^ij\  -  ^^^  ^^^^  ^0  basis  is  Phyric;  the  stage  next  the  vertical 
point  is  Metaphysic  As  for  the  vertical  point.  Opus  quod 
operatur  Deus  it  principio  usque  adfinem,  [the  work  which  God 
worketh  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,]  the  Summary  Law  of 
Nature,  we  know  not  whether  man's  inquiry  can  attain  unto  it. 
But  these  three  be  the  true  stages  of  knowledge ;  and  are  to 
them  that  are  depraved  no  better  than  the  giants'  hills,  [Pelion, 
Ossa,  and  Olympus,  piled  upon  each  other,] 

Ter  Bont  conati  Imponere  Pelio  Ossam, 

Scilicet  atque  Osste  frondosum  involvere  Olympom : 

'  A  sentence  Is  added  here  in  tbe  translation ;  sec  note  on  FaleriuM  TerminuM,  c.  11. 

'  j.  e.  collecting  them  into  axioms  more  general,  applicable  to  all  the  Individual 
varieties :  (eueiomata  teientiamm  in  magit  geturalia,  d  qua  onuU  materim  rtrum  indU 
viduamm  eompetant,  eoliigendo  et  uniendo). 


,>;^\  - 
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but  to  those  which  refer  all  things  to  the  glory  of  God,  they 
are  as  the  three  acclamations,  Sancte,  sancte,  sanete;  holy  in  the 

f  description  or  dilatation  of  his  works,  holy  in  the  connexion 
or  concatenation  of  them,  and  holy  in  the  union  of  them  in  a 
perpetual  and  uniform  law.  And  therefore  the  speculation 
was  excellent  in  Parmenides  and  Plato,  although  but  a  specu- 
lation in  them,  That  all  things  by  scale  did  ascend  to  unity. 
So  then  always  that  knowledge  is  worthiest,  which  is  charged 
with  least  multiplicity ;  which  appeareth  to  be  Metaphysic ;  as 
that  which  considereth  the  Simple  Forms  or  Differences  of 
things,  which  are  few  in  number,  and  the  degrees  and  co-ordi- 
nations whereof  make  all  this  variety.  The  second  respect 
which  valueth  and  commendeth  this  part  of  Metaphysic,  is 

'  that  it  doth  enfranchise  the  power  of  man  unto  the  greatest 
liberty  and  possibility  of  works  and  effects*  For  Physic  car- 
rieth  men  in  narrow  and  restrained  ways,  subject  to  nvtny 
accidents  of  impediments,  imitating  the  ordinitry  flexuous 
courses  of  nature ;  but  bttcB  undique  sunt  sapientibus  vies :  to 
sapience  (which  was  anciently  defined  to  be  rerum  divinarum 
et  humanarum  seientiay  [the  knowledge  of  things  human  and 
divine],)  there  is  oyer  choice  of  means.  For  physical  causes 
give  light  to  new  inyention  in  nmili  materia ;  but  whosoever 
knoweth  any  form,  knoweth  the  utmost  possibility  of  super^ 
inducing  that  nature  upon  any  variety  of  matter,  and  so  is 
less  restrained  in  operation,  either  to  the  basis  of  the  Matter, 
or  the  condition  of  the  Efficient:  which  kind  of  knowledge 
Salomon  likewise,  though  in  a  more  divine  sense,  elegantly 
describeth :  Non  arctabuntur  gressus  tui,  et  currens  non  kabebis 
qffendiculum;  [thy  steps  shall  not  be  straitened;  thou  shalt 
run  and  not  stumble].  The  ways  of  sapience  are  not  much 
liable  either  to  particularity  or  chance.^ 

The  second  part  of  Metaphysic  is  the  inquiry  oi  final  causes, 
which  I  am  moved  to  report  not  as  omitted,  but  as  misplaced.' 
And  yet  if  it  were  but  a  fault  in  order,  I  would  not  speak  of 
it ;  for  order  is  matter  of  illustration,  but  pertaineth  not  to  the 
substance  of  sciences:  but  this  misplacing  hath  caused  a  de- 
ficience,  or  at  least  a  great  improficience  in  the  sciences  them- 
selves.   For  the  Kindling  of  final  causes  mixed  with  the  rest 

>  I.  e.  neither  confined  to  particular  methods,  nor  liable  to  be  defeated  by  acddental 
obstructlont.  (ATco  anguadi$  n»e  olndbus  obnoxias  eiM.) 

'  t.e.  placed  in  the  department  of  Phyric  Instead  of  Metaphysic  {SoUiU  enim 
inquiri  inter  FkytieOy  wm  inter  Metaph^eiea. ) 

▲  ▲  S 
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in  physical  inquiries^  hadi  interoepted  the  severe  snd  diligent 
inquiry  of  all  real  and  physical  causes^  and  given  men  the  oc*^ 
casion  to  stay  upon  these  satisfactory  and  specious  causes,  to 
the  great  arrest  and  prejudice  of  further  discovery.  For  this  I 
find  done  not  only  by  Plato,  who  ever  anchoreth  upon  that 
shore,  but  by  Aristode,  Galen,  and  otiiierB,  which  do  usually 
likewise  fall  upon  these  flats  of  discaursinff  causes.  For  to  say 
that  the  hairs  of  the  eye-lids  are  for  a  quickset  and  fence  about 
the  sight;  ot  that  the  firmness  of  the  skins  and  hides  of  Uoing 
creatures  is  to  defend  them  from  the  extremities  of  heai  or  cold  ; 
or  that  the  bones  are  for  the  columns  or  beamSy  whereupon  the 
frames  of  the  bodies  of  living  creatures  are  built ;  or  that  Ae 
leaves  of  trees  are  for  protecting  of  the  fruit ;  or  that  the  clouds 
are  for  watering  of  the  earth  ;  or  that  the  soHdness  of  the  earth 
is  for  the  station  and  mansion  of  living  creatures,  and  the  Uke, 
is  well  enquired  and  collected  in  Metaphysic ;  but  in  Physic 
they  are  impertinent  Nay,  they  are  indeed  but  remoras  and 
hinderanoes  to  stay  and  slug  tiie  ship  from  further  sailing, 
and  have  Inrought  this  to  pass,  that  tiie  search  of  the  Physical 
Causes  hath  been  neglected  and  passed  in  silence.  And  there* 
fore  the  natural  philosophy  of  Democritus  and  sotne  others, 
who  did  not  suppose  a  mind  or  reason  in  the  fiame  of  things, 
but  attributed  the  form  thereof  able  to  maintain  itself  to  infinite 
essays  or  proofs  of  nature,  which  they  term  fortune,  seemeth  to 
me  (as  far  as  I  can  judge  by  the  recital  and  fragments  which 
remain  imto  us)  in  particularities  of  physical  causes  more  real 
and  better  enquired  than  that  of  Aristotle  and  Plato ;  .^whereof 
both  intermingled  final  causes,  the  one  as  a  part  of  theology, 
and  the  other  as  a  part  of  logic,  which  were  the  favourite 
studies  respectively  of  both  those  persons.  Not  because  those 
final  causes  are  not  true,  and  worthy  to  be  enquired,  being  kept 
within  their  own  province ;  but  because  their  excursions  into 
the  limits  of  j^ysical  causes  hath  bred  a  vastness  and  solitude 
in  that  track.  For  otherwise  keeping  their  precincts  and  bor- 
ders, men  are  extremely  deceived  if  they  think  there  is  an 
enmity  or  repugnancy  at  all  between  them.  For  the  cause 
rendered,  that  the  hairs  about  the  eyelids  are  for  the  safeguard 
of  the  sight,  doth  not  impugn  the  cause  rendered,  that  pUosity 
is  incident  to  orifices  of  moisture;  Muscosi  fontes,  [the  mossy 
springs,]  &c.  Nor  the  cause  rendered,  that  the  firmness  of 
hides  is  for  the  armour  of  the  body  against  extremities  of  heat  or 
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cold,  doth  not  impugn  the  cause  rendered^  that  contraction  of 
pores  is  incident  to  the  outwardest  parts,  in  regard  of  their  ad-' 
jacence  to  foreign  or  unlike  bodies;  and  so  of  the  rest:  both 
causes  bemg  true  and  compatible,  the  one  declaring  an  inten* 
tion,  the  other  a  consequence  only.  Neither  doth  this  call  in 
question  or  derogate  frpm  divine  providenoe^  but  highly  con- 
firm and  exalt  it  For  as  in  civil  actions  he  is  the  greater  and 
deeper  politique,  that  can  make  other  men  the  instruments  of 
his  will  and  ends  and  yet  never  acquaint  them  with  his  pur- 
pose, so  as  they  shall  do  it  and  yet  not  know  what  they  do, 
than  he  that  imparteth  his  meaning  to  those  he  employeth ;  so 
is  the  wisdom  of  Qod  more  admirable,  when  nature  intendeth 
one  thing  and  providence  draweth  forth  another,  than  if  he 
had  communicated  to  particular  creatures  and  motions  the  cha- 
racters and  impressions  of  his  providence.  And  thus  much  for 
Metaphysic ;  the  later  part  whereof  I  allow  as  extant,  but  wish 
it  confined  to  its  proper  place. 

%  1  Nevertheless  there  remaineth  yet  another  part  of  Nar 
tural  Philosophy,  which  is  commonly  made  a  principal  part, 
and  holdeth  rank  with  Physic  special  and  Metaphysic ;  which 
is  Mathematic ;  but  I  think  it  more  agreeable  to  the  nature 
of  things  and  to  the  light  of  order  to  place  it  as  a  branch  of 
Metaphysic ;  for  the  subject  of  it  being  Quantity ;  not  Quan- 
tity indefinite,  which  is  but  a  relative  and  belongeth  to  philo^ 
Sophia  prima  (as  hath  been  said,)  but  Quantity  determined  or 
proportionable;  it  appeareth  to  be  one  of  the  Essential  Forms  of 
things;  as  that  that  is  causative  in  nature  of  a  number  of 
effects ;  insomuch  as  we  see  in  the  schools  both  of  Demooritus 
and  of  Pythagoras,  that  the  one  did  (ucribe  figure  to  the  first 
seeds  of  things,  and  the  other  did  suppose  numbers  to  be  the 
principles  and  originals  of  things :  and  it  is  true  also  that  of  all 
other  forms  (as  we  understand  forms)  it  is  the  most  abstracted 
and  separable  from  matter,  and  therefore  most  proper  to  Meta- 
physic ;  which  hath  likewise  been  the  cause  why  it  hath  been 
better  laboured  and  enquired  than  any  of  the  other  forms, 
which  are  more  immersed  into  matter.  For  it  being  the  nature 
of  the  mind  of  man  (to  the  extreme  prejudice  of  knowledge) 
to  delight  in  the  spacious  liberty  of  generalities,  as  in  a  cham* 
pion  region,  and  not  in  the  inclosures  of  particularity;  the 

>  De  Aug.  UL  6.    Obeerve  that  in  tmislating  thli  part  of  Um  work  Bieon  hat  not 
only  made  great  addlttoiMiy  but  dianged  the  order. 

aa4 


360  OF  THE  AJ>VANC£M£NT  OF  LEARNING. 

Mathematicfl  of  all  other  knowledge  were  the  goodliest  fields 
to  satisfy  that  appetite*  But  for  the  placing  of  this  science,  it 
is  not  much  material ' :  only  we  have  endeavoured  in  these  our 
partitions  to  observe  a  kind  of  perspectivej  that  one  part  may 
cast  light  upon  another. 

The  Mathematics  are  either  Pure  or  Mixed.  To  the  Pure 
Mathematics  are  those  sciences  belonging  whidi  handle  Quan« 
tity  Determinate,  merely  severed  from  any  axioms  of  natural 
philosophy ;  and  these  are  two,  Greometry  and  Arithmetic ;  the 
one  handling  Quantity  continued,  and  the  other  dissevered* 
Mixed  hath  for  subject  some  axioms  or  parts  of  natural  philo- 
sophy, and  considereth  Quantity  determined,  as  it  is  auxiliary 
and  incident  unto  them.  For  many  parts  of  nature  can  neither 
be  invented  with  su£Eicient  subtilty  nor  demonstrated  with 
su£Elcient  perspicuity  nor  accommodated  unto  use  with  suffi* 
cient  dexterity,  without  the  aid  and  intervening  of  the  Mathe- 
matics: of  which  sort  are  Perspective,  Music,  Astronomy^ 
Cosmography,  Architecture,  Enginery,  and  divers  others.  In 
the  Mathematics  I  can  report  no  deficiency  except  it  be  that 
men  do  not  sufBcienily  understand  the  excellent  use  of  the 
Pure  Mathematics,  in  that  they  do  remedy  and  cure  many 
defects  in  the  wit  and  faculties  intellectuaL  For  if  the  wit  be 
too  dull,  they  sharpen  it;  if  too  wandering,  they  fix  it;  if  too 
^ipherent  in  Ihe  sense,  they  abstract  it  So  that  as  tennis  is 
a  game  of  no  use  in  itself,  but  of  great  use  in  respect  it  maketh 
a  quick  eye  and  a  body  ready  to  put  itself  into  all  postures ;  so 
in  the  Mathematics,  that  use  which  is  collateral  and  intervenient 
is  no  less  worthy  than  that  which  is  principal  and  intended.' 

>  In  the  Dt  AmgmetitU  he  concludes  by  placing  it  as  an  appendix  and  auzIUary  to 
Natural  Philosophy,  In  order  to  mark  more  distinctly  its  proper  function ;  which  he 
complains  that  the  mathematicians  are  apt  to  forget,  and  to  exalt  it,  as  the  logicians 
exalt  logic,  above  the  sciences  which  it  is  Its  business  to  serve. 

*  The  whole  of  this^passage  relating  to  the  use  of  pure  mathematics  in  the  training 
of  the  intellect  is  omitted  in  the  translation ;  and  the  omission  has  been  represented 
as  indicating  a  change  in  Bacon's  opinion  either  as  to  the  value  of  this  particular 
study  in  that  respect,  or  as  to  the  expediency  of  encouraging  any  study  which  is 
**  usefdl  only  to  the  mind  *'  of  the  student  This  conjecture  is  hardly  reconcilable 
however  with  the  fact  that  the  same  recommendation  of  mathematics  as  a  cure  for 
certain  defects  of  the  intellect  is  repeated  both  in  a  later  chapter  of  the  De  AugmtntU 
(vL  4. ;  to  which  place  indeed  the  observation  properly  belongs),  and  in  the  Euay 
OH  Studies  as  published  in  1685.  Nor  is  there  any  dU&culty  In  accounting  for  the 
omission  of  it  here.  When  Bacon  wrote  the  AdvaneemeiU  in  1605,  he  had  no  defi- 
ciency to  report  in  the  department  of  Mathematics :  he  could  not  name  any  branch  of 
the  study  which  had  not  been  properly  pursued,  and  merely  took  the  opportunity  of 
observing  by  the  way  that  the  study  of  the  pure  mathematics  had  a  collateral  and 
incidental  value  as  an  instrument  of  education  :  an  observation  very  good  and  just  in 
itself,  but  not  at  all  to  the  purpose  of  the  argument.    When  he  revised  the  work  in 
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And  as  for  tlie  Mixed  Mathematics,  I  may  only  make  this 
prediction,  that  there  cannot  fail  to  be  more  kinds  of  them,  as 
nature  grows  further  disclosed.  Thus  much  of  Natural  Science, 
or  the  part  of  nature  Speculative. 

T  '  For  Natural  Prudence,  or  the  part  Operative  of  Natural 
Philosophy,  we  will  divide  it  into  three  parts.  Experimental, 
Philosophical,  and  Magical^;  which  three  parts  active  have  a 
correspondence  and  analogy  with  the  three  parts  Speculative, 
Natural  History,  JPhysic,  and  Metaphysic.  For  many  opera- 
tions have  been  invented,  sometimes  by  a  casual  incidence 
and  occurrence,  sometimes  by  a  purposed  experiment ;  and  of 
those  which  have  been  found  by  an  intentional  experiment, 
some  have  been  found  out  by  varying  or  extending  the  same 
experiment,  some  by  transferring  and  oompounding  divers  ex- 
periments the  one  into  the  other,  which  kind  of  invention 
an  empiric  may  manage.'  Again,  by  the  knowledge  of  phy- 
sical causes  there  cannot  fail  to  follow  many  indications  and 
designations  of  new  particulars,  if  men  in  their  speculation 
will  keep  one  eye  upon  use  and  practice.  But  these  are  but 
coastings  along  the  shore,  premendo  littus  iniquum:  for  it 
seemeth  to  me  there  can  hardly  be  discovered  any  radical  or 
fundamental  alterations  and  innovations  in  nature,  either  by 
the  fortune  and  essays  of  experiments,  or  by  the  light  and 
direction  of  physical  causes.  If  therefore  we  have  reported 
Metaphysic  deficient,  it  must  follow  that  we  do  the  like  of 
Natural  Macule,  which  hath  relation  thereunto.  For  Naturam 
as  for  the  Natural  Magic  whereof  now  there  is  men-  ^^Jg*^ 
tion  in  books,  containing  certain  credulous  and  super-  *'^''- 
stitious  conceits  and  observations  of  Sympathies  and  Antipa- 
thies and  hidden  proprieties,  and  some  frivolous  experiments, 
strange  rather  by  disguisement  than  in  themselves ;  it  is  as 
far  differing  in  truth  of  nature  from  such  a  knowledge  as  we 
require,  as  the  story  of  king  Arthur  of  Britain,  or  Hugh  of 

1622  h«  knew  more  about  mathematics,  and  was  able  to  point  out  certain  deficiencies 
which  were  very  much  to  the  purpose,  —  e8i>ecialiy  as  to  the  doctrine  of  Solids  in 
Geometry  and  of  Series  in  Arithmetic ;  and  in  introducing  a  relevant  observation  he 
naturally  struck  out  the  irrelevant  one. 
1  DeAug.  ill.  6. 

*  In  the  translation  the  name  Natural  Prudence  is  omitted  ;  the  part  operative  is 
divided  into  two  parts,  instead  of  three ;  viz.  Mechanic  and  Magic ;  and  the  whole 
exposition  is  much  altered  and  enlarged. 

*  Being  a  matter  of  ingenuity  and  sagacity,  rather  than  philosophy  (qws  magit 
ingenioea  re$  eet  et  eagax,  quam  phiioeophica).  This  is  in  fact  the'£j.;p«rte«<ia  Literata 
of  which  we  hear  moie  further  on* 
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Bourdeaux,  differs  from  Cseaar^B  commentaries  in  truth  of 
story.  For  it  is  manifest  that  Ciesar  did  greater  things  de  vero 
than  those  imaginary  heroes  were  feigned  to  do.  But  he  did 
them  not  in  that  fabulous  manner.  Of  this  kind  of  learning  the 
fable  of  Ixion  was  a  figure,  who  designed  to  enjoy  Juno,  the 
goddess  of  power;  and  instead  of  her  had  copulation  with  a 
doud,  of  which  mixture  were  begotten  centaurs  and  chimeras. 
So  whosoever  shall  entertiun  high  and  vaporous  imaginations 
f  instead  of  a  laborious  and  sober  inquiry  of  truth,  shall  be- 
get hopes  and  beliefs  of  strange  and  impossible  shapes.  And 
therefore  we  may  note  in  these  sciences  which  hold  so  much 
of  imagination  and  belief,  as  this  degenerate  Natural  Magic, 
Alch^ny,  Astrology,  and  the  like,  that  in  their  propositions 
the  description  of  the  means  is  ever  more  monstrous  than  the 
pretence  or  end.  For  it  is  a  thing  more  probable,  that  he  that 
knoweth  well  the  natures  of  Weight,  of  Colour,  of  Pliant  and 
Fragile  in  respect  of  the  luunmer,  of  Volatile  and  Fixed  in 
respect  of  the  fire,  and  the  rest,  may  superinduce  upon  some 
metal  the  nature  and  form  of  gold  by  such  mechanique  as 
belongeth  to  the  production  of  the  natures  afore  rehearsed, 
than  that  some  graixis  of  the  medicine  projected  should  in  a  few 
moments  of  time  turn  a  sea  of  quicksilver  or  other  material  into 
gold.  So  it  is  more  probable,  that  he  that  knoweth  the  nature 
of  arefaction,  the  nature  of  assimilation  of  nourishment  to  the 
thing  nourished,  the  manner  of  increase  and  clearing  of  spirits, 
the  manner  of  the  depredations  which  spirits  make  upon  the 
humours  and  solid  parts,  shall  by  ambages  of  diets,  bathings, 
anointings,  medicines,  motions,  and  the  like,  prolong  life  or 
restore  some  degree  of  youth  or  vivacity,  than  that  it  can  be  done 
with  the  use  of  a  few  drops  or  scruples  of  a  liquor  or  receit 
To  conclude  therefore,  the  true  Natural  Magic,  which  is  that 
great  liberty  and  latitude  of  operation  which  dependeth  upon 
the  knowledge  of  Forms,  I  may  report  deficient,  as  the  relative 
thereof  is.  To  which  part,  if  we  be  serious  and  incline  not 
to  vanities  and  plausible  discourse,  besides  the  deriving  and 
deducing  the  operations  themselves  from  Metaphysic,  there 
are  pertinent  two  points  of  much  purposeylfche  one  by  way  of 
preparation,  the  other  by  way  of  caution. "  The  first  is,  that 
there  be  made  a   Calendar  resembling  an  inventory  ^  of  the 

>  This  if  Uie  InyenUry  which  (as  I  tliink)  was  to  be  cootained  In  the  tentti  cfaiptar 
of  the  Vakriu$  2Vrmm««.     See  my  note  on  Mr.  Ellis's  prelkce. 
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estate  of  man,  containing  all  the  inventions  (being  the  works 
or  fruits  of  nature  or  art)  which  are  now  extant  and  ^Jj^T^J^SI 
whereof  man  is  already  possessed ;  out  of  which  doth  »«niiii. 
naturally  result  a  note,  what  things  are  yet  held  impossible, 
or  not  invented;  which  calendar  will  be  the  more  artificial 
and  serviceable,  if  to  every  reputed  impossibility  you  add 
what  thing  is  extant  which  cometh  the  nearest  in  degree  to 
that  impossibility ;  to  the  end  that  by  these  optatives  and 
potentials  man's  inquiry  may  be  the  more  awake  in  deducing 
direction  of  works  from  the  speculation  of  causes*  And  se- 
condly,  that  those  experiments  be  not  only  esteemed  which 
have  an  immediate  and  present  use,  but  those  principally  which 
are  of  most  universal  consequence  for  invention  of  other  expe- 
riments, and  those  which  give  most  light  to  the  invention 
of  causes ;  for  the  invention  of  the  mariner's  needle,  which 
giveth  the  direction,  is  of  no  less  benefit  for  navigation  than 
the  invention  of  the  sails,  which  give  the  motion.^ 

'Thus  have  I  passed  through  Natural  Philosophy,  and  the 
deficiences  thereof;  wherein  if  I  have  differed  from  the  ancient 
and  received  doctrines,  and  thereby  shall  move  contradiction ; 
for  my  part,  as  I  affect  not  to  dissent,  so  I  purpose  not  to  con- 
tend.    If  it  be  truth, 

Kon  canimus  surdis,  respondent  omma  sylwtd : 
[All  as  we  sing  the  listening  woods  re^dj :] 

the  voice  of  nature  will  consent,  whether  the  voice  of  man 
do  or  no.  And  as  Alexander  Boi^a  was  wont  to  say  of 
the  expedition  of  the  French  for  Naples,  that  they  came  with 
chalk  in  their  hands  to  mark  up  their  lodgings,  and  not  with 
weapons  to  fight ;  so  I  like  better  that  entry  of  truth  which 
cometh  peaceably  with  chalk  to  mark  up  those  minds  which 
are  capable  to  lodge  and  harbour  it,  than  that  which  cometh 
with  pugnacity  and  contention. 

'  But  there  remaineth  a  division  of  Natural  Philosophy  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  inquiry ,  and  nothing  concerning  the 

*  Thi?  example  is  omitted  in  the  translation,  to  make  room  for  a  better  (with  which 
Bacon  was  probably  not  acquainted  in  1605)  —  the  aitiflcial  congelation  of  water ;  an 
experiment  which  he  especdaUy  valued  as  giving  light  as  to  the  secret  process  of 
condensation. 

'  The  passage  corresponding  to  this  paragraph  concludes  the  third  book  of  the 
De  Augnuntis,  That  which  follows  is  transferred  to  the  middle  of  the  fourth 
chapter. 

'  The  substance  of  this  paragraph  will  be  found  in  the  middle  of  the  fourth  chapter 
of  the  thUrd  txwk  of  the  Dt  AugvUniu  (VoL  L  p.  561.). 
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matter  or  subject;  and  that  is  Positive  and  Considerative ; 
when  the  inquiry  reporteth  either  an  Assertion  or  a  Doubt 
These  doubts  or  nan  liquets  are  of  two  sorts.  Particular  and 
Total.  For  tiie  first,  we  see  a  good  example  tiiereof  in  Ari- 
stotie's  Problems,  which  deserved  to  have  had  a  better  con- 
tinuance, but  so  nevertiieless  as  there  is  one  point  whereof 
warning  is  to  be  given  and  taken.  The  registering  of  doubts 
hatii  two  excellent  uses:  the  one,  that  it  saveth  philosophy 
from  errors  and  falsehoods ;  when  that  which  is  not  fully  ap- 
pearing is  not  collected  into  assertion,  whereby  error  might 
draw  error,  but  reserved  in  doubt:  the  other,  that  tiie  entry 
of  doubts  are  as  so  many  suckers  or  spunges  to  draw  use  ^  of 
knowledge ;  insomuch  as  that  which  if  doubts  had  not  preceded 
a  man  should  never  have  advised  but  passed  it  over  without 
note,  by  the  suggestion  and  solicitation  of  doubts  is  made  to  be 
attended  and  applied.  But  both  these  commodities  do  scarcely 
countervail  an  inconvenience  which  will  intrude  itself,  if  it  be 
not  debarred;  which  is,  that  when  a  doubt  is  once  received 
men  labour  ratiier  how  to  keep  it  a  doubt  still  than  how  to 
solve  it,  and  accordingly  bend  their  wits.'  Of  this  we  see  the 
fiuniliar  example  in  lawyers  and  scholars,  both  which  if  they 
have  once  admitted  a  doubt,  it  goeth  ever  after  authorised  for 
a  doubt.  But  tiiat  use  of  wit  and  knowledge  is  to  be  allowed, 
which  laboureth  to  make  doubtful  things  certsun,  and  not  those 
which  labour  to  make  certain  things  doubtfuL  Therefore 
contfmiatio  thesc  Calendars  of  doubts  I  commend  as  excellent 
H^^iSr^'  things,  so  that  there  be  this  caution  used,  that 
when  tiiey  be  tiiroughly  sifted  and  brought  to  reso- 
lution, they  be  from  thenceforth  omitted,  decarded,  and  not 
continued  to  cherish  and  encourage  men  in  doubting.  To 
which  calendar  of  doubts  or  problems,  I  advise  be  annexed 
another  calendar,  as  much  or  more  material,  which  is  a  ca-^ 
cataUigui  lendar  of  popular  errors :  I  mean  chiefly,  in  na- 
^ratsMHum  tural  history '  such  as  pass  in  speech  and  conceit, 
Nahtra.  and  arc  nevertheless  apparentiy  detected  and  con- 
victed of  untruth ;  that  man's  knowledge  be  not  weakened  nor 
imbased  by  such  dross  and  vanity.  As  for  tiie  doubts  or  nan 
liquets  general  or  in  total,  I  understand  those  differences  of 

'  t.  «.  increase,     (^ma  incremenia  McienHa  perpelvo  ad  te  tugant  et  aRieiant. ) 
'  This  is  explained  in  the  translation  by  adding  that  the  recognition  of  the  doubt 
has  the  effect  of  raising  champions  to  maintain  each  side,  and  so  keeping  it  up. 
*  vtiin  HiMtoria  NatttraU,  vel in  Dogmatibus.  —  JDe  Aug. 


THE  SECOND  BOOK.  365 

opinions  touching  the  principles  of  nature  and  the  iiindamental 
points  of  the  same,  which  have  caused  the  diversity  of  sects, 
schools,  and  philosophies ;  as  that  of  Empedocles,  Pythagoras, 
Democritns,  Parmenides,  and  the  rest.^  For  although  Aristotle, 
as  though  he  had  been  of  the  race  of  the  Ottomans,  thought 
he  could  not  reign  except  the  first  thing  he  did  he  killed  all 
his  brethren ;  yet  to  those  that  seek  truth  and  not  magistrality, 
it  cannot  but  seem  a  matter  of  great  profit  to  see  before  them 
the  several  opinions  touching  the  foundations  of  nature;  not 
for  any  exact  truth  that  can  be  expected  in  those  theories ;  for 
as  the  same  phaenomena  in  astronomy  are  satisfied  by  the  re- 
ceived astronomy  of  the  diurnal  motion  and  the  proper  motions 
of  the  planets  with  their  eccentrics  and  epicycles,  and  like- 
wise by  the  theory  of  Copernicus  who  supposed  the  earth  to 
move ;  and  the  calculations  are  indifierently  agreeable  to  both ; 
so  the  ordinary  face  and  view  of  experience  is  many  times 
satisfied  by  several  theories  and  philosophies ;  whereas  to  find 
the  real  truth  reqnireth  another  manner  of  severity  and  atten- 
tion. For  as  Aristotle  saith  that  children  at  the  first  will  call 
every  woman  mother,  but  afterward  they  come  to  distinguish 
according  to  truth;  so  experience,  if  it  be  in  childhood,  will 
call  every  philosophy  mother,  but  when  it  cometh  to  ripeness 
it  will  discern  the  true  mother.  So  as  in  the  mean  time  it  is 
good  to  see  the  several  glosses  and  opinions  upon  nature, 
whereof  it  may  be  every^one  in  soipe  one  point  hath  seen 
clearer  than  his  fellowi^^  Therefore  I  wish  some  collection 
to  be  made  painfully  anotmderstandingly  de  anti'  j^  jhuf^ 
guis  phUosaphtu,  out  of  all  the  possible  light  which  '***'*»**"• 
remaineth  to  us  of  them.'  Which  kind  of  work  I  find  defi- 
cient \But  here  I  must  give  warning,  that  it  be  done  dis- 
tinctly and  severely  • ;  the  philosophies  of  every  one  through- 
out by  themselves ;  and  not  by  tities  packed  and  faggoted  up 
together,  as  hath  been  done  by  Plutarch.  For  it  is  the  har- 
mony of  a  philosophy  in  itself  which  giveth  it  light  and  cre- 
dence ;  whereas  if  it  be  singled  and  broken,  it  will  seem  more 
foreign  and  dissonant.     For  as  when  I  read  in  Tacitus  the 

*  In  the  translation  Empedoele»  Is  omitted ;  and  PhUohus^  Xeiu^i>hanes,  Atuueagonu^ 
Zeucipput,  added.    . 

*  Such  (according  to  the  translation)  as  the  Lives  of  the  ancient  Fhilosophen, 
Plutarch's  coIlccUon  of  placita,  Plato's  quotations,  Aristotle's  confutations,  and  the 
scattered  notices  in  JLactantius,  Phllo,  Phllostratus,  &c. 

*  So  both  in  the  original  and  In  ed.  1633 ;  perhaps  a  misprint  for  «' teverallj." 
Ed.  1629  has  geveredly.     The  translation  has  distineti  only. 
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actions  of  Nero  or  Claudius,  with  circumstances  of  times,  iiw 
ducements,  and  occasions,  I  find  them  not  so  strange;  but 
when  I  read  them  in  Suetonius  Tranquillus  gathered  into 
tides  and  bundles,  and  not  in  order  of  time,  thej  seem  more 
monstrous  and  incredible ;  so  is  it  of  any  philosophy  reported 
entire,  and  dismembered  by  articles.  Neitiier  do  I  exclude 
opinions  of  latter  times  to  be  likewise  represented  in  this 
calendar  of  sects  of  philosophy,  as  that  of  Theophrastus  Para-^ 
celsus,  eloquentiy  reduced  into  an  harmony  by  the  pen  of 
Severinus  the  Dane;  and  that  of  Telesius,  and  his  scholar. 
Donius,  being  as  a  pastoral  philosophy,  full  of  sense  but  of  no 
great  depth;  and  that  of  Fracastorius,  who  though  he  pre- 
tended not  to  make  any  new  philosophy,  yet  did  use  the 
absoluteness  of  his  own  sense  upon  the  old ;  and  that  of  Gil- 
bertus  our  countryman,  who  revived,  witii  some  alterations 
and  demonstrations,  tiie  opinions  of  Xenophanes ' ;  and  any 
other  worthy  to  be  admitted. 

Thus  have  we  now  dealt  with  two  of  the  three  beams  of  man's 
knowledge ;  that  is  Radius  Directtu,  which  is  referred  to  na- 
ture, Radius  Refractus,  which  is  referred  to  Gk)d,  and  cannot 
report  truly  because  of  the  inequality  of  the  medium.  There 
resteth  Radius  Reflexus  whereby  Maji  beholdeth  and  ccmtem- 
plateth  himself. 

Y '  We  come  therefore  now  to  that  knowledge  whereunto  die 
ancient  oracle  directeth  us,  which  is  the  knowledge  of  ourselves  ; 
which  deserveth  the  more  accurate  handling,  by  how  much  it 
toucheth  us  more  nearly.  This  knowledge,  as  it  is  the  end  and  ^ 
term  of  natural  philosophy  in  the  intention  of  man,  so  notwith- 
standing it  is  but  a  portion  of  natural  philosophy  in  the  con- 
tinent of  nature.  And  generally  let  this  be  a  rule,  that  all 
partitions  of  knowledges  be  accepted  rather  for  lines  and  veins, 
than  for  sections  and  separations ;  and  that  the  continuance  and 

^  This  passa^  ta  considerably  altered  in  the  translation,  and  the  differences  are 
worth  noticing  as  bearing  upon  the  course  of  Bacon's  reading  and  the  development  of 
bis  views  in  the  Interval.  After  the  notice  of  Paracelsus  the  translation  proceeds  *<  or 
of  Telesius  of.  Consentium,  who  revived  the  philoeophy  of  Parmenides  and  bo  turned 
the  arms  of  the  Peripatetics  against  themselves;  or  of  Patricius  the  Venetian^  who  sub^ 
Kmated  the  fumes  of  the  Platonists;  or  of  our  countryman  Gilbert,  who  set  up  agahn 
the  doctrines  of  PhUoiaus,**  The  names  of  Donius,  FraeastoriuSf  and  Xenophanes  are 
entirely  omitted.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  £Uis*s  attention  had  been  directed  to 
these  changes. 

'  De  Aug.  Iv.  1.  The  whole  of  this  chapter  is  much  altered  and  enlarged ;  re- 
written rather  than  translated. 
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enturenett  of  knowledge  be  preserved.  For  tlie  contrary  hereof 
hath  made  particular  sciences  to  become  barren,  shallow,  and 
erroneous;  while  they  have  not  been  nourished  and  maintained 
from  the  common  fountain.  So  we  see  Cicero  the  orator  com- 
plained of  Socrates  and  his  school,  that  he  was  the  first  that  se- 
parated philosophy  and  rhetoric ;  whereupon  rhetoric  became 
an  empty  and  verbal  art  So  we  may  see  that  the  opinion  of 
Copernicus  touching  the  rotation  of  the  earth  ^  which  astro- 
nomy itself  cannot  correct  because  it  is  not  repugnant  to  any 
of  the  phsanomena,  yet  natural  philosophy  may  correct.  So  we 
see  also  that  the  science  of  medicine,  if  it  be  destituted  and 
forsaken  by  natural  philosophy,  it  is  not  much  better  than  an 
empirical  practice.  ^With  this  reservation  therefore  we  pro- 
ceed to  Human  Philosophy  or  Humanity,  which  hath  two 
parts:  the  one  considereth  man  segregate,  or  distributively ; 
the  other  congregate,  or  in  society.  So  as  Human  Philosophy 
is  dther  Simple  and  Particular,  or  Conjugate  and  Civil.  Hu- 
manity Particular  consisteth  of  the  same  parts  whereof  man 
consisteth ;  that  is,  of  knowledges  which  respect  the  Body,  and 
of  knowledges  that  respect  the  Mind.  But  before  we  distribute 
BO  far,  it  is  good  to  constitute.  For  I  do  take  the  consideration 
in  general  and  at  large  of  Human  Nature  to  be  fit  to  be  eman- 
cipate and  made  a  knowledge  by  itself;  not  so  much  in  regard 
of  those  delightful  and  elegant  discourses  which  have  been 
made  of  the  dignity  of  man*,  of  his  miseries,  of  his  state  and 
life,  and  the  like  adjuncts  of  his  common  and  undivided  nature; 
but  chiefly  in  regard  of  the  knowledge  concerning  the  sympa^ 
thies  and  concordances  between  the  mind  and  body^  which,  being 
mixed,  cannot  be  properly  assigned  to  the  sciences  of  either. 

This  knowledge  hath  two  branches:  for  as  all  leagues  and 
amities  consist  of  mutual  Intelligence  and  mutual  Offices,  so 
this  league  of  mind  and  body  hath  these  two  parts ;  how  the  one 
discloseth  the  other ^  and  how  the  one  worketh  upon  the  other ; 
Discovery,  and  Impression.  The  former  of  these  hath  begotten 
two  arts,  both  of  Prediction  or  Prenotion ;  whereof  the  one  is 
honoured  with  the  inquiry  of  Aristotle,  and  the  other  of  Hip- 


'  TlM  tnnthtton  add*,  91W  timneqw)q^  i 

*  In  the  Dt  AmgmtniiM  this  put  li  numbered  among  the  Desiderata.  The  mkerin 
of  man,  he  wyt,  have  been  well  set  forth  both  by  phUoeophen  and  theologians  ;  but 
of  what  he  calls  the  triumphs  of  man,  (that  is,  instances  of  the  highest  perfection 
which  the  human  fitfulties,  mental  or  bodily,  have  exhibited,)  he  wishes  a  collection 
to  be  made  from  history ;  and  gives  a  page  or  two  of  anecdotes  by  way  of  example. 
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pocrates.  And  although  they  have  of  later  time  been  used  to 
be  coupled  with  superstitious  and  fantastical  arts,  jet  being 
purged  and  restored  to  their  true  state,  they  have  both  of  them 
a  solid  ground  in  nature,  and  a  profitable  use  in  life«  The  first 
is  Physiognomy,  which  discovereth  the  disposition  of  the  mind 
by  the  lineaments  of  the  body.  The  second  is  the  Exposition 
of  Natural  Dreams,  which  discovereth  the  state  of  the  body  by 
the  imaginations  of  the  mind.  In  the  former  of  these  I  note  a 
deficience.^  For  Aristotle  hath  very  ingeniously  and  diligently 
handled  the  factures  of  the  body,  but  not  the  gestures  of  the 
body,  which  are  no  less  comprehensible  by  art,  and  of  greater 
use  and  advantage.  /'For  the  Lineaments  of  the  body  do 
disclose  the  disposition  and  inclination  of  the  mind  in  general ; 
but  the  Motions  of  the  countenance  and  parts  do  not  only 
so,  but  do  further  disclose  the  present  humour  and  state  of 
the  mind  and  wilL  fFor  as  your  Majesty  saith  most  aptly  , 
and  elegantly,  As  the  tongue  speaketh  to  the  ear,  so  the  gesture 
speaketh  to  the  eye*  And  therefore  a  number  of  subtile  persons^ 
whose  eyes  do  dwell  upon  the  faces  and  fashions  of  men,  do 
well  know  the  advantage  of  this  observation,  as  being  most  part 
of  their  ability ;  neither  can  it  be  denied  but  that  it  is  a  great 
discovery  of  dissimulations,  and  a  great  direction  in  business. 

The  latter  branch,  touching  Impression,  hath  not  been  col- 
lected into  art,  but  hath  been  handled  dispersedly  ;  and  it  hath 
the  same  relation  or  antistrophe  that  the  former  hath.  For  the 
consideration  is  double :  Either  how^  and  how  far  the  humours 
and  affects  *  of  the  body  do  alter  or  work  upon  the  mind ;  or 
again,  how  and  how  far  tJ^  passions  or  apprehensions  of  the  mind 
do  alter  or  work  upon  the  body.  The  former  of  these  hath  been 
inquired  and  considered  as  a  part  and  appendix  of  Medicine, 
but  much  more  as  a  part  of  Beligion  or  Superstition.  For  the 
physician  prescribeth  cures  of  the  mind  in  phrensies  and  me- 
lancholy passions ;  and  pretendeth  also  to  exhibit  medicines  to 
exhilarate  the  mind,  to  confirm  the  courage,  to  clarify  the  wits, 
to  corroborate  the  memory,  and  the  like ;  but  the  scruples  and 

*  with  regard  to  the  latter,  of  which  nothing  more  Is  said  "here,  he  observes  in  the 
De  Augments  that  the  treatment  it  has  received  Is  full  of  follies,  and  not  grounded  upon 
the  most  solid  basis, — which  is  that  when  the  same  sensation  is  produced  in  the  sleeper 
by  an  internal  cause  which  Is  usually  the  effipct  of  some  external  act,  he  will  dream  of 
that  act ;  as  in  the  case  of  nightmare,  where  the  sensation  of  oppression  on  the  stomach 
created  by  the  fumes  of  indigestion  makes  a  man  dream  that  his  body  is  oppressed  by 
a  weight  superimposed. 

?  Umperamentum^  —  De  Aug. 
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8Uperstitions  of  diet  and  other  regiment  of  the  body  in  ihe  sect 
of  the  Pythagoreans,  in  the  heresy  of  the  Manicheans,  and  in 
the  law  of  Mahomet,  do  exceed.  So  likewise  the  ordinances 
in  the  Ceremonial  Law,  interdicting  the  eating  of  the  blood 
and  the  fat,  distinguishing  between  beasts  clean  and  unclean 
for  meat,  are  many  and  strict.  Nay  the  faith  itself  being  clear 
and  serene  from  all  clouds  of  Ceremony,  yet  retaineth  the  use 
of  fastings,  abstinences,  and  other  macerations  and  humiliations 
of  the  body,  as  things  real,  and  not  figurative.^  The  root  and 
life  of  all  which  prescripts  is,  (besides  the  ceremony*,)  the  con- 
sideration of  that  dependency  which  the  affections  of  the  mind 
are  submitted  unto  upon  the  state  and  disposition  of  the  body. 
And  if  any  man  of  weak  judgment  do  conceive  that  this  suffer- 
ing of  the  mind  from  the  body  doth  either  question  the  immor- 
tality or  derogate  from  the  sovereignty  of  the  soul,  he  may  be 
taught  in  easy  instances,  that  the  infant  in  the  mother's  womb 
is  compatible  with  the  mother^  and  yet  separable;  and  the  most 
absolute  monarch  is  sometimes  led  by  his  servants  and  yet 
without  subjection.  As  for  the  reciprocal  knowledge,  which  is 
the  operation  of  the  conceits  and  passions  of  the  mind  upon  the 
body,  we  see  all  wise  physicians  in  the  prescriptions  of  their 
regiments  to  their  patients  do  ever  consider  accidentia  animt, 
as  of  great  force  to  further  or  hinder  remedies  or  recoveries ; 
and  more  specially  it  is  an  inquiry  of  great  depth  and  worth 
concerning  Imagination,  how  and  how  far  it  altereth  the  body 
proper  of  the  imaginant.  For  although  it  hath  a  manifest 
power  to  hurt,  it  followeth  not  it  hath  the  same  degree  of 
power  to  help ;  no  more  than  a  man  can  conclude,  that  because 
there  be  pestilent  airs,  able  suddenly  to  kill  a  man  in  health, 
therefore  there  should  be  sovereign  airs,  able  suddenly  to  cure 
a  man  in  sickness.  But  the  inquisition  of  this  part  is  of  great 
use,  though  it  needeth,  as  Socrates  said,  a  Delian  diver y  being 
difficult  and  profound.  But  unto  all  this  knowledge  de  communi 
vinculo^  of  the  concordances  between  the  mind  and  the  body, 
that  part  of  inquiry  is  most  necessary,  which  considereth  of  the 
seats  and  domiciles  which  the  several  faculties  of  the  mind  do 
take  and  occupate  in  the  organs  of  the  body ;  which  knowledge 
hath  been  attempted,  and  is  controverted,  and  descrveth  to  be 

*  tanquam  rentm  non  mere  rituaUum  »ed  etiam  fruciuotarum,  —  De  Aug. 
'  The  translation  adds,  "  and  the  exercise  of  obedience." 

*  i.  e.    suffers  together   with  the  mother :   timul  cum  matribus  afftciibus  comm 
patitur, 
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much  better  enquired.  For  the  opinion  of  Plato,  who  placed 
the  understanding  in  the  brainy  animosity  (which  he  did  unfitly 
call  ajigetf  having  a  greater  mixture  with  pride)  in  the  hearty 
and  concupiscence  or  sensuality  in  the  liver,  deserveth  not  to  be 
despised ;  but  much  less  to  be  allowed.'  So  then  we  have 
constituted  (as  in  our  own  wish  and  advice)  the  inquiry  touch- 
my  human  nature  entire,  as  a  just  portion  of  knowledge  to  be 
handled  apart. 

Y  '  The  knowledge  that  concemeth  man's  body  is  divided 
as  the  good  of  man's  body  is  divided,  unto  which  it  referreth. 
The  good  of  man's  body  is  of  four  kinds,  Health,  Beauty, 
Strength,  and  Pleasure :  so  the  knowledges  are  Medicine,  or 
art  of  Cure ;  art  of  Decoration,  which  is  called  Cosmetic ;  art  of 
Activity,  which  is  called  Athletic ;  and  art  Voluptuary,  which 
Tacitus  truly  calleth  eruditus  luxus,  [educated  luxury].  This 
subject  of  man's  body  is  of  all  other  things  in  nature  most 
susceptible  of  remedy;  but  then  that  remedy  is  most  suscep- 
tible of  error.  For  the  same  subtility  of  the  subject  doth 
cause  large  possibility  and  easy  fuling ;  and  therefore  the  in- 
quiry ought  to  be  the  more  exact 

To  speak  therefore  of  Medicine,  and  to  resume  that  we  have 
sud,  ascending  a  little  higher :  The  ancient  opinion  that  man 
was  Microcosmus,  an  abstract  or  model  of  the  world,  hath  been 
fimtastically  strained  by  Paracelsus  and  the  alchemists,  as  if 
there  were  to  be  found  in  man's  body  certain  correspondences 
and  parallels,  which  should  have  respect  to  all  varieties  of 
things,  as  stars,  planets,  minerals,  which  are  extant  in  the  great 
world.  But  thus  much  is  evidently  true,  that  of  all  substances 
which  nature  hath  produced,  man's  body  is  the  most  extremely 
compounded.  For  we  see  herbs  and  plants  are  nourished  by 
earth  and  water ;  beasts  for  the  most  part  by  herbs  and  fruits ; 
man  by  the  flesh  of  beasts,  birds,  fidies,  herbs,  grains,  fruits, 
water,  and  the  manifold  alterations,  dressings,  and  preparations 
of  these  several  bodies,  before  they  come  to  be  his  food  and 
aliment.  Add  hereunto  that  beasts  have  a  more  simple  order 
of  life,  and  less  change  of  affections  to  work  upon  their  bodies ; 
whereas  man  in  his  m^sion,  sleep,  exercise,  passions,  hath 
infinite  variations ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied  but  that  the  Body 

1  Neither  (be  adds  in  the  translation)  la  that  other  arrangement  Aree  from  error, 
which  placet  the  aeyeral  Intellectual  fhcttltiet,  Imagination,  Reason,  and  Memory,  in 
the  several  yentrides  of  the  brain. 

*  De  Aog.  ly.  2. 
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of  man  of  all  other  things  ia  of  the  most  compounded  mass.  The 
Soul  on  the  other  side  is  the  simplest  of  substances^  as  is  well 
expressed, 

Furumqae  reliquit 
iBthereum  sensam  atque  aurai  simpliciB  ignem : 

[Pure  and  unmixed 
The  etherial  sense  b  left— mere  air  and  fire.] 

So  that  it  is  no  marvel  though  the  soul  so  placed  enjoy  no  rest, 
if  that  principle  be  true  that  Motus  rerum  est  rapidus  extra 
locumy  placidus  in  loco :  [things  move  rapidly  to  their  place  and 
calmly  in  their  place].  But  to  the  purpose.  This  variable 
composition  of  man's  body  hath  made  it  as  an  instrument  easy 
to  distemper;  and  therefore  the  poets  did  well  to  conjoin  Mu- 
sic and  Medicine  in  Apollo :  because  the  office  of  medicine 
is  but  to  tune  this  curious  harp  of  man's  body  and  to  reduce  it 
to  harmony.  So  then  the  subject  being  so  variable  hath  made 
the  art  by  consequent  more  conjectural;  and  the  art  being 
conjectural  hath  made  so  much  the  more  place  to  be  left  for 
imposture.  For  almost  all  other  arts  and  sciences  are  ^  judged 
by  acts  or  masterpieces  ^,  as  I  may  term  them^  and  not  by  the 
successes  and  events.  The  lawyer  is  judged  by  the  virtue  of 
his  pleading,  and  not  by  the  issue  of  the  cause.  The  master  in 
the  ship  is  judged  by  the  directing  his  course  aright,  and  not 
by  the  fortune  of  the  voyage.  But  the  physician,  and  per- 
haps the  politique,  hath  no  particular  acts  demonstrative  of  his 
ability,  but  is  judged  most  by  the  event ;  which  is  ever  but  as 
it  is  taken :  for  who  can  tell,  if  a  patient  die  or  recover,  or  if  a 
state  be  preserved  or  ruined,  whether  it  be  art  or  accident  ? 
And  therefore  many  times  the  impostor  is  prized,  and  the  man 
of  virtue  taxed  Nay,  we  see  [the']  weakness  and  credulity 
of  men  is  such,  as  they  will  often  prefer  a  montabank^  or  witch 
before  a  learned  physician.  And  therefore  the  poets  were 
clear-sighted  in  discerning  this  extreme  folly,  when  they  made 
^sculapius  and  Circe  brother  and  sister,  both  children  of  the 
sun,  as  in  the  verses. 

Ipse  repertorsm  medicina  talis  et  artii 
Fulmine  Phahigenam  Stygias  detrosit  ad  undas : 

*  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  omits  are. 

*  virtuU  ma  eifkncihne,  —  De  Aug. 

'  the  omitted  both  In  the  original  and  In  edd.  1629  and  1633. 

*  This  is  the  ipelling  of  the  old  editions ;  and  ought  apparently  to  be  reriyed  by 
those  who  belicTe  that  oar  orthography  is  the  guardian  of  our  etymologies. 
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lApoHo^s  ton  from  whom  that  art  did  grow 
Jove  struck  with  thander  to  the  shades  below]. 

And  again. 

Dives  inaccessos  ubi  Salts  fUa  lucos,  &c. 
[Now  bj  the  shelves  of  Circe's  coast  they  run,— 
Circe  the  rich,  the  daughter  of  the  tunX^ 

For  in  all  times,  in  the  opinion  of  the  multitude,  witches  and 
old  women  and  impostors  have  had  a  competition  with  phy- 
sicians. And  what  followeth?  Even  this,  that  physicians 
say  to  themselves,  as  Salomon  expresseth  it  upon  an  higher 
occasion ;  If  it  hefal  to  me  as  hefalleth  to  the  fools,  why  should  I 
labour  to  be  more  wise  f  And  therefore  I  cannot  much  blame 
physicians,  that  they  use  commonly  to  intend  some  other  art  or 
practice,  which  they  fancy,  more  than  their  profession.  For 
you  shall  have  of  them  antiquaries,  poets,  humanists,  states- 
men, merchants,  divines,  and  in  every  of  these  better  seen  than 
in  their  profession ;  and  no  doubt  upon  this  ground,  that  they 
find  that  mediocrity  and  excellency  in  their  art  maketh  no 
difference  in  profit  or  reputation  towards  their  fortune ;  for  the 
weakness  of  patients  and  sweetness  of  life  and  nature  of  hope^ 
maketh  men  depend  upon  physicians  with  all  their  defects* 
But  nevertheless  these  things  which  we  have  spoken  of  are 
courses  begotten  between  a  little  occasion  and  a  great  deal  of 
sloth  and  default ;  for  if  we  will  excite  and  awake  our  observa- 
tion, we  shall  see  in  familiar  instances  what  a  predominant 
faculty  the  subtilty  of  spirit^  hath  over  the  variety  of  matter  or 

form.     Nothing  more  variable  than  faces  and  countenances; 

^yet  men  can  bear  in  memory  the  infinite  distinctions  of  them  ; 
nay,  a  painter  with  a  few  shells  of  colours,  and  the  benefit  of 

.  his  eye  and  habit  of  his  imagination,  can  imitate  them  all  that 
ever  have  been,  are,  or  may  be,  if  they  were  brought  before 
him.  Nothing  more  variable  than  voices ;  yet  men  can  like- 
wise discern  them  personally ;  nay,  you  shall  have  a  bvffon 
or  pantomimus  will  express  as  many  as  he  pleaseth.  Nothing 
more  variable  than  the  difiering  sounds  of  words;  yet  men 
have  found  the  way  to  reduce  them  to  a  few  simple  letters. 
So  that  it  is  not  the  insufficiency  or  incapacity  of  man^s  mind, 
but  it  is  the  remote  standing  or  placing  thereof  that  breedeth 
these  mazes  and  incomprehensions :  for  as  the  sense  afar  ofi"  is 

I  Dryden.  <  The  translation  adds  ef  amicorum  eommendatio, 

*  Le.  o(  the  undentandlng  :  inteUecttu  tubtUUat  tt  ocwmh. 
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full  of  mistaking  but  is  exact  at  hand^  so  is  it  of  the  under- 
standing ;  the  remedy  whereof  is  not  to  quicken  or  strengthen 
the  organ,  but  to  go  nearer  to  the  object ;  and  therefore  there 
is  no  doubt  but  if  the  physicians  will  learn  and  use  the  true 
approaches  and  avenues  of  nature^  they  may  assume  as  much 
as  the  poet  saith : 

Et  quoniam  variant  morbi,  variabimus  artes ; 
Mille  mail  species,  mille  salutis  enint : 

[varying  their  arts  according  to  the  variety  of  diseases, — 
for  a  thousand  forms  of  sickness  a  thousand  methods  of  cure]. 
Which  that  they  should  do,  the  nobleness  of  their  art  doth 
deserve;  well  shadowed  by  the  poets,  in  that  they  made 
-^sculapius  to  be  the  son  of  the  Sun,  the  one  being  the  foun- 
tain of  life,  the  other  as  the  second  stream ;  but  infinitely  more 
honoured  by  the  example  of  our  Saviour,  who  made  the  body 
of  man  the  object  of  his  miracles,  as  the  soul  was  the  object 
of  his  doctrine.  For  we  read  not  that  ever  he  vouchsafed  to 
do  any  miracle  about  honour,  or  money  (except  that  one  for 
giving  tribute  to  Caesar),  but  only  about  the  preserving,  sus- 
taining, and  healing  the  body  of  man. 

Medicine  is  a  science  which  hath  been  (as  we  have  said) 
more  professed  than  laboured,  and  yet  more  laboured  than 
advanced ;  the  labour  having  been,  in  my  judgment,  rather  in 
circle  than  in  progression.  For  I  find  much  iteration,  but 
small  addition.  It  considereth  causes  of  diseases^  with  the 
occasions  or  impulsions;  the  diseases  themselves,  with  the  ac- 
cidents; and  the  cures y  with  the  preservations^  The  defi- 
ciencies which  I  think  good  to  note,  being  a  few  of  many,  and 
those  such  as  are  of  a  more  open  and  manifest  nature,  I  will 
enumerate,  and  not  place. 

The  first  is  the  discontinuance  of  the  ancient  and  serious 
diligence  of  Hippocrates,  which  used  to  set  down  a  uarranonet 
narrative  of  the  special  cases  of  his  patients,  and  how  '~'*""^'' 
they  proceeded,  and  how  they  were  judged  by  recovery  or 

■  Here  the  translation  deimrts  widely  fh)m  the  original.  The  part;,  or  offices,  into 
which  Medicine  is  divided  in  the  De  Augmentia  are :  1.  the  preservation  of  health  ; 
2.  the  cure  of  diseases ;  3.  the  prolongation  of  life :  with  regard  to  the  first  of  which 
Bacon  complains  that  physicians  have  treated  it  in  several  respects  unskilfully  or  im- 
perfectly ;  and  with  regard  to  the  last  that  they  have  not  recognised  the  prolongation 
of  natural  life  as  a  principal  part  of  their  science,  being  satisfied  if  they  can  prevent  Ic 
from  being  shortened  by  diseases.  Under  the  second  he  Includes  the  whole  doctrine  of 
diseases,  —  the  causes,  the  symptoms,  and  the  remedies,  all  in  fact  that  is  here  included 
under  the  general  head  of  Medicine, — and  so  strikes  again  into  the  text 
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death.  Therefore  haying  an  example  proper  in  the  father  of 
the  art^  I  shall  not  need  to  allege  an  example  foreign,  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  lawyers,  who  are  careful  to  report  new  cases  and 
decisions  for  the  direction  of  future  judgments.  This  con- 
tinuance of  Medicinal  History  I  find  deficient ;  which  I  under- 
stand neither  to  be  so  infinite  as  to  extend  to  every  common 
case,  nor  so  reserved  as  to  admit  none  but  wonders :  for  many 
things  are  new  in  the  manner,  which  are  not  new  in  the  kind ; 
and  if  men  will  intend  to  observe,  they  shall  find  much  worthy 
to  observe. 

In  the  inquiry  which  is  made  by  Anatomy  I  find  much  de- 
Anatomia  ficicncc :  for  they  inquire  of  the  j9«r/»,  and  their  svb^ 
comparaia,  g^^^^^g^  figuTts^  zsA  coUoccUiofu ;  but  they  inquire  not 
of  the  diversities  of  the  parts^,  the  secrecies  of  the  passages^  and 
the  seats  or  nestling  of  the  humours^  nor  much  of  the  footsteps 
and  impressions  of  diseases:  the  reason  of  which  omission  I 
suppose  to  be,  because  the  first  inquiry  may  be  satisfied  in  the 
view  of  one  or  a  few  anatomies ;  but  the  latter,  being  com- 
parative and  casual,  must  arise  from  the  view  of  many.  And 
as  to  the  diversity  of  parts,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  facture  or 
framing  of  the  inward  parts  is  as  full  of  difference  as  the 
outward,  and  in  that  is  the  cause  continent  of  many  diseases ; 
which  not  being  observed,  they  quarrel  many  times  with  the 
humours,  which  arc  not  in  fault ;  the  fault  being  in  the  very 
frame  and  mechanic  of  the  part,  which  cannot  be  removed  by 
medicine  alterative,  but  must  be  accommodate  and  palliate  by 
diets  and  medicines  familiar.  And  for  the  passages  and  pores, 
it  is  true  which  was  anciently  noted,  that  the  more  subtile  of 
them  appear  not  in  anatomies,  because  they  are  shut  and  latent 
in  dead  bodies,  though  they  be  open  and  manifest'  in  live: 
which  being  supposed,  though  the  inhumanity  of  anatomia 
vivorum  [anatomy  of  the  living  subject]  was  by  Celsus  justly 
reproved;  yet  in  regard  of  the*  great  use  of  this  observation, 
the  inquiry  needed  not  by  him  so  slightly  to  have  been  re- 
linquished altogether,  or  referred  to  the  casual  practices  of 
surgery ;  but  might  have  been  well  diverted  upon  the  dissec- 
tion of  beasts  alive,  which  notwithstanding  the  dissimilitude  of 
their  parts,  may  sufficiently  satisfy  this  inquiry.     And  for  the 

>  t.  c.  they  inquire  of  the  parts,  &&,  of  the  human  body  in  genera],  but  not  of  the 
diversities  of  the  parts  In  different  bodies,  — of  simple,  but  not  of  comparative,  anatomy. 
This  whole  paragraph  is  much  enlarged  in  the  translation,  and  the  order  changed. 

*  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  omits  the. 
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liumoursj  they  are  commonly  passed  over  in  anatomies  as  pui>- 
gaments ;  whereas  it  is  most  necessary  to  observe  what  cavi- 
ties, nests,  and  receptacles  the  humours  do  find  in  the  parts, 
with  the  diifering  kind  of  the  humour  so  lodged  and  received* 
And  as  for  the  footsteps  of  diseases,  and  their  devastations  of 
the  inward  parts,  imposthumations,  extdcerations,  discontinu- 
ations, putrefactions,  consumptions,  contractions,  extensions, 
convulsions,  dislocations,  obstructions,  repletions,  together  with 
all  preternatural  substances,  as  stones,  camosities,  excrescences, 
worms,  and  the  like ;  they  ought  to  have  been  exactly  observed 
by  multitude  of  anatomies  and  the  contribution  of  men's  se- 
veral experiences,  and  carefully  set  down  both  historically  ac- 
cording to  the  appearances,  and  artificially  with  a  reference  to 
the  diseases  and  symptoms  which  resulted  from  them,  in  case 
where  the  anatomy  is  of  a  defunct  patient ;  whereas  now  upon 
opening  of  bodies  they  are  passed  over  slightly  and  in  silence. 

In  the  inquiry  of  diseases,  they  do  abandon  the   cures  of 
many,  some  as  in  their  nature  incurable,  and  others  TnquMtfo 
as  past  the  period  of  cure ;  so  that  Sylla  and  the  tri-  ^S!£. 
umvirs  never  proscribed  so  many  men  to  die,  as  they 
do  by  their  ignorant  edicts;  whereof^  numbers  do  escape  with 
less  difficulty  than  they  did  in  the  Roman  proscriptions.  There- 
fore I  will  not  doubt  to  note  as  a  deficience,  that  they  inquire 
not  the  perfect  cures  of  many  diseases,  or  extremities  of  dis- 
eases, but  pronouncing  them  incurable  do  enact  a  law  of  neg- 
lect, and  exempt  ignorance  from  discredit. 

Nay  further,  I  esteem  it  the  office  of  a  physician  not  only 
to  restore  health,  but  to  mitigate  pain  and  dolors;  DeEutkana- 
and  not  only  when  such  mitigation  may  conduce  **»"*^"*''*- 
to  recovery,  but  when  it  may  serve  to  make  a  fair  and  easy 
passage :  for  it  is  no  small  felicity  which  Augustus  CsBsar  was 
wont  to  wish  to  himself,  that  same  Euthanasia  ;  and  which  was 
specially  noted  in  the  death  of  Antoninus  Pius,  whose  death 
was  after  the  fashion  and  semblance  of  a  kindly  and  pleasant 
sleep.  So  it  is  written  of  Epicurus,  that  after  his  disease  was 
judged  desperate,  he  drowned  his  stomach  and  senses  with  a 
large  draught  and  ingurgitation  of  wine ;  whereupon  the  epi- 
gram was  made,  Hinc  stygias  ebrius  hausit  aquas;  he  was  not 
sober  enough  to  taste  any  bitterness  of  the  Stygian  water.  But 
the  physicians  contrariwise  do  make  a  kind  of  scruple  and 

^  t.  «.  of  whom  neverthelen :  quorum  iameu  pbtrimi  jre.  —  J>e  Aug. 
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religion  to  stay  with  the  patient  after  ihe  disease  is  deplored ; 
whereas,  in  my  judgment,  tliey  ought  both  to  enquire  the  skill 
and  to  give  the  attendances  for  the  facilitating  and  assuaging  of 
the  pains  and  agonies  of  death. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  Cures  of  diseases^  I  find  a  defi- 
THcdieiftit  Ex.  cience  in  the  receipts  of  propriety  respecting  the 
pcrtmentaut.  particular  curcs  of  diseases  * :  for  the  physicians  have 
frustrated  the  fruit  of  tradition  and  experience  by  their  ma- 
gistralities,  in  adding  and  taking  out  and  changing  quid  pro 
quo  in  their  receipts,  at  their  pleasures ;  commanding  so  over 
the  medicine  as  the  medicine  cannot  command  over  the  dis- 
ease. For  except  it  be  treacle  and  mithridatum,  and  of  late 
diascordium^y  and  a  few  more,  they  tie  themselves  to  no  receipts 
severely  and  religiously :  for  as  to  the  confections  of  sale  which 
are  in  the  shops,  they  are  for  readiness  and  not  for  propriety ; 
for  they  are  upon  general  intentions  of  purging,  opening,  com- 
forting, altering,  and  not  much  appropriate  to  particular  dis- 
eases :  and  this  is  the  cause  why  empirics  and  old  women  are 
more  happy  many  times  in  their  cures  than  learned  physicians, 
because  they  are  more  religious  in  holding  their  medicines. 
Therefore  here  is  the  deficience  which  I  find,  that  physicians 
have  not,  partly  out  of  their  own  practice,  partly  out  of  the 
constant  probations  reported  in  books,  and  partly  out  of  the 
traditions  of  empirics,  set  down  and  delivered  over  certain  ex^ 
perimental  medicines  for  the  cure  of  particular  diseases,  besides 
their  own  conjectural  and  mcigistral  descriptions.  For  as  they 
were  the  men  of  the  best  composition  in  the  state  of  Rome, 
which  either  being  consuls  inclined  to  the  people,  or  being  tri- 
bunes inclined  to  the  senate ;  so  in  the  matter  we  now  handle, 
they  be  the  best  physicians,  which  being  learned  incline  to  the 
traditions  of  experience,  or  being  empirics  incline  to  the  methods 
of  learning. 

In  preparation  of  Medicines,  I  do  find  strange,  specially 
jmtiatioNa-  cousidcring  how  mineral  medicines  have  been  ex- 
TiediJinJ?-!*  tolled,  and  that  they  are  safer  for  the  outward  than 
*"'  inward  parts,  that  no  man  hath  sought  to  make  an 

imitation  by  art  of  Natural  Baths  and  Medicinable  Fountains; 
which  nevertheless  are  confessed  to  receive  their  virtues  from 

*  t.  e.  the  particular  medicines  proper  for  particular  diseases,  as  distinguished  fropi 
**  general  intentions.** 
9  }n  the  translation  he  adds  **  the  confection  of  Alkermes,** 
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minerals:  and  not  so  only,  but  discerned  and  distinguished 
from  what  particular  mineral  they  receive  tincture,  as  sulphur, 
vitriol,  steel,  or  the  like ;  which  nature  if  it  may  be  reduced  to 
compositions  of  art,  both  the  variety  of  them  will  be  increased, 
and  the  temper  of  them  will  be  more  commanded. ' 

But  lest  I  grow  to  be  more  particular  than  is  agreeable 
either  to  my  intention  or  to  proportion,  I  will  con-  pnum  Medi- 
elude  this  part  with  the  note  of  one  deficience  ^^?Ai'l5««! 
more,  which  seemeth  to  me  of  greatest  consequence  ;  *^'"*"** 
which  is,  that  the  prescripts  in  use  are  too  compendious  to 
attain  their  end :  for,  to  my  understanding,  it  is  a  vain  and 
flattering  opinion  to  think  any  medicine  can  be  so  sovereign 
or  so  happy,  as  that  the  receit  or  use  of  it  can  work  any  great 
effect  upon  the  body  of  man.  It  were  a  strange  speech  which 
spoken,  or  spoken  oft,  should  reclaim  a  man  from  a  vice  -to 
which  he  were  by  nature  subject  It  is  order,  pursuit,  sequence, 
and  interchange  of  application,  which  is  mighty  in  nature ; 
which  although  it  require  more  exact  knowledge  in  prescribing 
and  more  precise  obedience  in  observing,  yet  is  recompensed 
with  the  magnitude  of  effects.  And  although  a  man  would 
think,  by  the  daily  visitations  of  the  physicians,  that  there 
were  a  pursuance  in  the  cure ;  yet  let  a  man  look  into  their 
prescripts  and  ministrations,  and  he  shall  find  them  but  in- 
constancies and  every  day's  devices,  without  any  settled  pro- 
vidence or  project.  Not  that  every  scrupulous  or  superstitious 
prescript  is  effectual,  no  more  than  every  straight  way  is  the 
way  to  heaven ;  but  the  truth  of  the  direction  must  precede 
severity  of  observances^ 

For  Cosmetic,  it  hath  parts  civil,  and  parts  effeminate :  for 
cleanness  of  body  was  ever  esteemed  to  proceed  from  a  due 
reverence  to  God,  to  society,  and  to  ourselves.'  As  for  arti- 
ficial decoration,  it  is  well  worthy  of  the  deficiencies  which  it 

*  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  has  commended, 

'  The  latter  part  of  this  paragraph  is  considerably  enlarged  in  the  translation*  rather 
however  by  way  of  explanation  than  addition,  till  he  comes  to  the  end  ;  when  in 
closing  his  account  of  the  Detiderata  in  t)ie  science  of  curing  diseases,  he  adds  that 
there  is  however  one  other  remaining  which  is  of  more  consequence  than  all  the  rest — 
namely  that  of  a  true  and  active  Natural  Piiilosophy  for  the  Science  of  Medicine  to  be 
built  upon. 

Between  this  paragraph  and  the  next  is  Interr'osed  a  long  passage  upon  the  prolong* 
atiun  of  life,  of  which  there  are  no  traces  at  all  here. 

'  To  whom  (he  adds  in  the  translation)  we  owe  no  less  reverence  — nay  even  more 
—  than  to  others.  So  in  the  New  Atiantis,  **  and  they  say  (t.  e.  the  people  of  Ben- 
salem)  that  the  reverence  of  a  man's  self  is,  next  to  Religion,  the  chiefest  bridle  of  all 
vices.* 
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hath;  bemg  neither  fine  enough  to  deceive^  nor  handsome  to 
use,  nor  wholesome  to  please.^ 

For  Athletic,  I  take  the  subject  of  it  largely ;  that  is  to  say, 
for  any  point  of  ability  whereunto  the  body  of  man  may  be 
brought,  whether  it  be  of  activity  or  of  patience;  whereof 
activity  hath  two  parts,  strength  and  swiftness ;  and  patience 
likewise  hath  two  parts,  hardness  against  wants  and  extremities, 
and  indurance  of  pain  or  torment :  whereof  we  see  the  practices 
in  tumblers,  in  savages  ',  and  in  those  that  suffer  punishment : 
nay,  if  there  be  any  other  faculty  which  falls  not  within  any  of 
the  former  divisions,  as  in  those  that  dive,  that  obtain  a  strange 
power  of  containing  respiration,  and  the  like,  I  refer  it  to  this 
part  Of  these  things  the  practices  are  known,  but  the  philo- 
sophy that  concemeth  them  is  not  much  enquired ;  the  rather,  I 
think,  because  they  are  supposed  to  be  obtained  either  by  an 
aptness  of  nature,  which  cannot  be  taught,  or  only  by  con- 
tinual custom,  which  is  soon  prescribed ;  which  though  it  be 
not  true,  yet  I  forbear  to  note  any  deficiences ;  for  the  Olympian 
Grames  are  down  long  since,  and  the  mediocrity  of  these  things 
is  for  use ;  as  for  the  excellency  of  them,  it  serveth  for  the  most 
part  but  for  mercenary  ostentation. 

For  Art«  of  Pleasure  Sensual,  the  chief  deficience  in  them  is 
of  laws  to  repress  them.'  For  as  it  hath  been  well  observed 
that  the  arts  which  flourish  in  times  while  virtue  is  in  growth, 
are  military;  and  while  virtue  is  in  state,  are  liberal;  and 
while  virtue  is  in  declination,  are  voluptuary ;  so  I  doubt  that 

'  So  all  the  editioDi.  He  must  haye  meant  to  write,  *'  handsome  to  please,  nor 
wholesome  to  use." 

By  artificial  decoration  he  means  painting  the  face,  as  we  learn  fh>m  the  translation  i 
.  where  he  expresses  wonder  that  this  prava  amauetudo  fucandi  is  not  prohibited  by  the 
laws,  along  with  sumptuous  apparel  and  lovelocks. 

'  The  translation  adds  *<  in  the  stupendous  strength  shown  by  maniacs." 

*  Here  we  have  an  important  addition  in  the  translation.  Whether  when  he  wrote 
the  Advancement  of  Learning  Bacon  had  forgotten  Painting  and  Music  or  meant  to 
find  another  place  for  them,  I  cannot  say  ;  but  in  the  Dt  Augmentia  he  includes  them 
among  the  Arte$  Voiuptarict ;  which  he  cannot  have  intended  to  do  when  he  wrote 
this  sentence.  The  passage  in  which  they  are  introduced  is  to  this  effect : — The  arts 
of  pleasure,  he  says,  are  as  many  as  the  senses  themselves  are.  To  the  eye  belongs 
Painting,  with  innumerable  other  arts  of  magnificence  in  matter  of  Buildings,  Oardens, 
Dresses,  Vases,  Gems,  &c ;  to  the  ear  Music,  with  its  various  apparatus  of  voices, 
wind,  and  strings ;  and  of  all  the  sensual  arts  those  which  relate  to  Sight  and  Hearing 
are  accounted  the  most  liberal ;  for  as  these  two  senses  are  the  purest  and  most  chaste, 
so  the  sciences  which  belong  to  them  are  the  most  learne<l ;  both  being  waited  upon 
by  the  Mathematics,  and  one  having  some  relation  to  memory  and  demonstrations, 
the  other  to  manners  and  affections  of  the  mind.  The  rest  of  the  sensual  pleasures, 
with  the  arts  appertaining  to  them,  are  held  in  less  honour,  as  being  nearer  akin  to 
luxury  and  magnificence.  Unguents,  perfumes,  delicacies  of  the  table,  and  especially 
stimulants  of  lust,  stand  more  in  need  of  a  censor  to  repress  than  a  master  to  teach 
them ;  and  as  it  has  been  well  observed,  &c 
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this  age  of  the  world  is  somewhat  upon  the  descent  of  the 
wheel.  With  arts  voluptuary  I  couple  practices  joculary  ;  for 
the  deceiving  of  the  senses  is  one  of  the  pleasures  of  the  senses. 
As  for  games  of  recreation,  I  hold  them  to  belong  to  civil  life 
and  education.^  And  thus  much  of  that  particular  Human  Phi- 
losophy which  concerns  the  Body,  which  is  but  the  tabernacle 
of  the  mind. 

Y  'For  Human  Knowledge  which  concerns  the  Mind,  it  hath 
two  parts ;  the  one  that  enquireth  of  tlie  substance  or  nature  of 
the  soul  or  mind,  the  other  that  enquireth  of  the  faculties  or 
Junctions  thereof  Unto  the  first  of  these,  the  considerations  of 
the  original  of  the  soul,  whether  it  be  native  or  adventive,  and 
how  far  it  is  exempted  from  laws  of  matter,  and  of  the  immor^^ 
tality  thereof  and  many  other  points,  do  appertain :  which  have 
been  not  more  laboriously  enquired  than  variously  reported ; 
so  as  the  travail  therein  takeii  seemeth  to  have  been  rather  in  a 
maze  than  in  a  way.  But  although  I  am  of  opinion  that  this 
knowledge  may  be  more  really  and  soundly  enquired,  even  in 
nature,  than  it  hath  been ;  yet  I  hold  that  in  the  end  it  must 
be  bounded  by  religion,  or  else  it  will  be  subject  to  deceit  and 
delusion ;  for  as  the  substance  of  the  soul  in  the  creation  was 
not  extracted  out  of  the  mass  of  heaven  and  earth  by  the  bene- 
diction oi 2k  producaty  but  was  immediately  inspired  from  God; 
so  it  is  not  possible  that  it  should  be  (otherwise  than  by  acci- 
dent) subject  to  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth,  which  are  tJie 
subject  of  philosophy  ;  and  therefore  the  true  knowledge  of  the 
nature  and  state  of  the  soul,  must  come  by  the  same  inspiration 
that  gave  the  substance.'  Unto  this  part  of  knowledge  touch- 
ing the  soul  there  be  two  appendices ;  which,  as  they  have  been 

>  This  observation  Is  omitted  In  the  translation  ;  and  a  new  iMtragraph  Is  introduced» 
stating  that  everything  which  relates  to  the  body  of  roan  (though  there  be  some  which 
do  not  properly  belong  to  either  of  the  three  offices  above  mentioned,  vii.  the  preserv- 
ation of  health,  the  cure  of  diseases,  and  the  prolongation  of  life)  is  to  be  considered  as 
included  in  Medicine. 

•  De  Aug.  iv.  3. 

*  In  the  translation  a  new  division  Is  introduced  which  does  not  appear  to  be  dis- 
tinctly recognised  here  —  the  human  soul  being  divided  Into  Rational  and  Irrational ; 
the  one  divine  and  peculiar  to  humanity,  the  other  (which  Is  merely  its  Instrument) 
being  of  the  earth  and  common  to  man  and  brute ;  and  the  remark  In  the  text  is  con- 
fined to  the  first  of  these  only.  The  other  soul,  which  he  calls  the  antma  stnnbiiia 
the  produeta,  is  represented  as  a  fit  sutdect  of  physical  enquiry,  In  its  nature  and  sub- 
stance as  well  as  in  Its  faculties ;  though  the  enquiry  has  not  been  well  pursued  with 
regard  to  either.  Concerning  the  doctrine  of  the  Duality  of  the  Soul  see  Mr.  EIlls^ 
QeneFBl  Introduction,  §  14^ 
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handled^  have  raiiher  vapoured  forth  fables  than  kindled  truth ; 
Divination  and  Fascination. 

Divination  hath  been  anciently  and  fitly  divided  into  artificial 
and  natural;  whereof  artificial  is  when  the  mind  maketh  a 
prediction  by  argument,  concluding  upon  signs  and  tokens; 
natural  is  when  the  mind  hath  a  presention  by  an  internal 
power,  without  the  inducement  of  a  sign.  Artificial  is  of  two 
sorts ;  either  when  the  argument  is  coupled  with  a  derivation 
of  causes,  which  is  rational;  or  when  it  is  only  grounded  upon 
a  coincidence  of  the  effect,  which  is  experimental:  whereof  the 
later  for  the  most  part  is  superstitious ;  such  as  were  the  hea- 
then observations  upon  the  inspection  of  sacrifices,  the  flights 
of  birds,  the  swarming  of  bees ;  and  such  as  was  the  Chaldean 
Astrology,  and  the  like.  For  artificial  divination^  the  several 
kinds  thereof  are  distributed  amongst  particular  knowledges. 
The  Astronomer  hath  his  predictions,  as  of  conjunctions,  aspects, 
eclipses,  and  the  like.  The  Physician  hath  his  predictions,  of 
death,  of  recovery,  of  the  accidents  and  issues  of  diseases.  The 
Politique  hath  his  predictions ;  O  urbem  venalem^  et  cito  peri- 
turamy  si  emptorem  invenerit !  [a  city  in  which  all  things  are  for 
sale  and  which  will  fall  to  the  first  purchaser,]  which  stayed 
not  long  to  be  performed,  in  Sylla  first,  and  after  in  Csesar. 
So  as  these  predictions  are  now  impertinent,  and  to  be  referred 
over.  But  the  divination  which  springeth  from  the  internal 
nature  of  the  soul,  is  that  which  we  now  speak  of;  which  hath 
been  made  to  be  of  two  sorts,  primitive  and  by  influxion.  Pri- 
mitive is  grounded  upon  the  supposition  that  the  mind,  when 
it  is  withdrawn  and  collected  into  itself  and  not  diffused  into 
the  organs  of  the  body,  hath  some  extent  and  latitude  of  pre- 
notion ;  which  therefore  appeareth  most  in  sleep,  in  extasies, 
and  near  death ;  and  more  rarely  in  waking  apprehensions ;  and 
is  induced  and  furthered  by  those  abstinences  and  observances 
which  make  the  mind  most  to  consist  in  itself.  By  influxion, 
is  grounded  upon  the  conceit  that  the  mind,  as  a  mirror  or 
glass,  should  take  illumination  from  the  foreknowledge  of  God 
and  spirits ;  unto  which  the  same  regiment  doth  likewise  con- 
duce. For  the  retiring  of  the  mind  within  itself  is  the  state 
which  is  most  susceptible  of  divine  influxions  j  save  that  it  is 
accompanied  in  this  case  with  a  fervency  and  elevation  (which 
the  andents  noted  by /wry),  and  not  with  a  repose  and  quiet,  as 
it  is  in  the  other. 
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Fascination  is  the  power  and  act  of  imagmation,  intensive 
'  upon  other  bodies  than  the  body  of  the  imaginant :  for  of  that 
we  spake  in  the  proper  place :  wherein  the  school  of  Paracel- 
sus and  the  disciples  of  pretended  Natural  Magic  have  been  so 
intemperate,  as  they  have  exalted  the  power  of  the  imagina- 
tion to  be  much  one  with  the  power  of  miracle-working  faith ; 
others  that  draw  nearer  to  probability,  calling  to  their  view 
the  secret  passages  of  things,  and  especially  of  the  contagion 
that  passeth  from  body  to  body  ^  do  conceive  it  should  likewise 
be  agreeable  to  nature  that  there  should  be  some  transmissions 
and  operations  from  spirit  to  spirit,  without  the  mediation  of  the 
senses;  whence  the  conceits  have  grown  (now  almost  made 
civil)  of  the  Mastering  Spirit,  and  the  force  of  confidence,  and 
the  like.  Incident  unto  this  is  the  inquiry  how  to  raise  and 
fortify  the  imagination;  for  if  the  imagination  fortified  have 
power,  then  it  is  material  to  know  how  to  fortify  and  exalt  it. 
And  herein  comes  in  crookedly  and  dangerously  a  palliation  of 
a  great  part  of  Ceremonial  Magic  For  it  may  be  pretended 
that  Ceremonies,  Characters,  and  Charms,  do  work  not  by  any 
tacit  or  sacramental  contract  with  evil  spirits,  but  serve  only  to 
strengthen  the  imagination  of  him  that  useth  it;  as  images 
are  said  by  the  Boman  church'  to  fix  the  cogitations  and  raise 
the  devotions  of  them  that  pray  before  them.  But  for  miine 
own  judgment,  if  it  be  admitted  that  imagination  hath  power, 
and  that  Ceremonies  fortify  imagination,  and  that  they  be  used 
sincerely  and  intentionally  for  that  purpose^;  yet  I  should  hold 
them  unlawful,  as  opposing  to  that  first  edict  which  God  gave 
imto  man.  In  stidore  vultus  comedes  panem  tuuniy  [in  the  sweat 
of  thy  brow  shalt  thou  eat  bread].  For  they  propound  those 
noble  effects  which  God  hath  set  forth  unto  man  to  be  bought 
at  the  price  of  labour,  to  be  attained  by  a  few  easy  and  sloth- 
ful observances.  Deficiences  in  these  knowledges  I  will  report 
none,  other  than  the  general  deficience,  that  it  is  not  known 
how  much  of  them  is  verity  and  how  much  vanity.* 

'  In  the  translation  he  adds  **  the  irradiations  of  the  senses,  and  the  conveyance  of 
magnetic  virtues." 

'  In  the  translation,  the  words  **  said  by  the  Roman  church'*  are  omitted,  and  tn. 
BeUffione  usus  imaginum  ....  invaluit  are  substituted.     See  note  p.  277. 

*  t.  e.  as  a  physical  remedy,  without  any  thought  of  inviting  thereby  the  assistance 
of  spirits,  —  as  explained  in  the  translation. 

^  This  sentence  is  omitted  In  the  translation  altogether ;  and  the  chapter  concludes 
with  a  notice  at  considerable  length  of  two  Desiderata  not  mentioned  here ;  the  doc- 
trine of  Voluntary  Motion,  and  the  doctrine  of  Sense  and  the  Sensible. 


389  OF  THE  ADVANCEBIENT  OF  LEARNING. 

Y  ^  The  knowledge  which  respecteth  the  Faculties  of  the  Mind 
of  man  is  of  two  kinds ;  the  one  respecting  his  Understanding 
and  Reason,  and  the  other  his  Will,  Appetite,  and  Affection ; 
whereof  the  former  produceth  Position  or  Decree,  the  later 
Action  or  Execution.  It  is  true  that  the  Imagination  is  an 
agent  or  nuncitis  in  both  provinces,  both  the  judicial  and  the 
ministeriaL  For  Sense  sendeth  over  to  Imagination  before 
Reason  have  judged :  and  Reason  sendeth  over  to  Imagination 
before  the  Decree  can  be  acted;  for  Imagination  ever  pre- 
oedeth  Voluntary  Motion :  saving  that  this  Janus  of  Imagi- 
nation hath  differing  faces ;  for  the  face  towards  Reason  hath 
the  print  of  Truth,  but  the  face  towards  Action  hath  the  print 
of  Good;  which  nevertiieless  are  faces, 

Quales  decet  esse  sororum,  — 

[sister-faces].  Neither  is  the  Imagination  simply  and  only  ames- 
senger ;  but  is  invested  with  or  at  leastwise  usurpeth  no  small 
authority  in  itself,  besides  the  duty  of  the  message.  For  it  was 
well  said  by  Aristotle,  That  the  mind  hath  aver  the  body  that  cam-- 
mandment,  which  the  lord  hath  over  a  bondman  ;  but  that  reason 
hath  over  the  imaffination  that  commandment  which  a  magistrate 
hath  over  a  free  citizen ;  who  may  come  also  to  rule  in  his  turn. 
For  we  see  that  in  matters  of  Faith  and  Religion  we  raise  our 
Imagination  above  our  Reason  * ;  which  is  the  cause  why  Reli- 
gion sought  ever  access  to  the  mind  by  similitudes,  types, 
parables,  visions,  dreams.  And  agidn  in  all  persuasions  that 
are  wrought  by  eloquence  and  other  impression  of  like  nature, 
which  do  paint  and  disguise  the  true  appearance  of  things,  the 
chief  recommendation  unto  Reason  is  from  the  Imagination.' 
Nevertheless,  because  I  find  not  any  science  that  dotii  properly 
or  fitiy  pertain  to  the  Imagination,  I  see  no  cause  to  alter  the 
former  division.  For  as  for  Poesy,  it  is  rather  a  pleasure  or 
play  of  imagination,  than  a  work  or  duty  thereof.  And  if  it 
be  a  work,  we  speak  not  now  of  such  parts  of  learning  as  the 

"  De  Aug.  ▼.  1. 

'  Not,  (he  adds  in  the  translation,)  that  the  divine  illumination  resides  in  the  Ima- 
gination, —  its  seat  being  rather  in  the  very  citadel  of  the  mind  and  understanding; — 
but  that  the  divine  grace  uses  tlie  motions  of  the  Imagination  as  an  instrument  of 
illumination,  just  as  it  uses  the  motions  of  the  will  as  an  instrument  of  virtue. 

*  This  is  better  explained  in  the  translation  ;  where  it  is  observed  that  the  arts  of 
speech  by  which  men's  minds  are  soothed,  inflamed,  or  carried  away,  consist  in  exciting 
the  Imagination  till  It  gets  the  better  of  the  Reason. 
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Imagination  produceth>  but  of  sucli  sciences  as  handle  and  con« 
sider  of  the  Imagination ;  no  more  than  we  shall  speak  now  of 
such  knowledges  as  Beason  produceth^  (for  that  eztendeth  to 
all  philosophy^)  but  of  such  knowledges  as  do  handle  and  in- 
quire of  the  faculty  of  Beason :  so  as  Poesy  had  his  true  place.* 
As  for  the  power  of  the  Imagination  in  nature^  and  the  maimer 
of  fortifying  the  same^  we  have  mentioned  it  in  the  doctrine 
De  Anima,  whereunto  most  fitly  it  belongeih.  And  lastly^ 
for  Imaginative  or  Insinuative  Beason^  which  is  the  subject  of 
Rhetoric,  we  think  it  best  to  refer  it  to  the  Arts  of  Reason. 
So  therefore  we  content  ourselves  with  the  former  division, 
that  Human  Philosophy  which  respecteth  the  faculties  of  the 
mind  of  man  hath  two  parts.  Rational  and  Moral 

The  part  of  Human  Philosophy  which  is  rational,  is  of  all 
knowledges,  to  the  most  wits,  the  least  delightful ;  and  seemeth 
but  a  net  of  subtility  and  spinosity.  For  as  it  was  truly  said, 
that  knowledge  is  pabulum  animi,  [the  food  of  the  mind;]  so  in 
the  nature  of  men's  appetite  to  this  food,  most  men  are  of  the 
taste  and  stomach  of  tiie  Israelites  in  the  desert,  that  would 
fain  have  returned  ad  oUas  camiumy  [to  the  flesh-pots,]  and 
were  weary  of  manna;  which,  though  it  were  celestial,  yet 
seemed  less  nutritive  and  comfortable.  So  generally  men  taste 
well  knowledges  that  are  drenched  in  flesh  and  blood.  Civil 
History,  Morality,  Policy,  about  the  which  men's  affections, 
praises,  fortunes,  do  turn  and  are  conversant;  but  this  same 
lumen  siccum^  [this  dry  light,]  doth  parch  and  offend  most  men's 
watery  and  soft  natures.  But  to  speak  truly  of  things  as  they 
are  in  worth.  Rational  Knowledges  are  the  keys  of  all  other 
arts ;  for  as  Aristotie  saith  aptiy  and  elegantiy.  That  the  hand 
is  the  Instrument  of  InstrumentSy  and  the  mind  is  the  Ffyrm  of 
Forms:  so  these  be  truly  said  to  be  tiie  Art  of  Arts:  neither 
do  they  only  direct,  but  likewise  conflrm  and  strengthen ;  even 
as  the  habit  of  shooting  doth  not  only  enable  to  shoot  a  nearer 
shoot,  but  also  to  draw  a  stronger  bow. 

The  Arts  Intellectual  are  four  in  number;  divided  according 

>  This  whole  wntence  is  omitted  in  the  translation  ;  the  reason  for  not  altering  the 
former  division  being  stated  simply  thus:  Nam  Phantcuia  scientias  fere  non  parii; 
eiquidem  Paesia  {gu€e  aprincipio  PhanicuiiB  aUributa  ett)  pro  lusupotius  ingenii  quam 
pro  eeietUia  habenda.  Poesy,  which  belongs  properly  to  Imagination,  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  tipariot  knowledges  and  the  two  other  offices  of  the  Imagination  belong,  one 
to  the  doctrine  <fe  anima,  the  other  to  Ehetoric.  There  is  no  occasion  therefore  to 
make  a  place  for  Imagination  among  the  parts  of  knowledge  which  concern  the  faculties 
of  the  human  mind. 
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to  the  ends  ^hereunto  they  are  referred :  for  man's  labour  is  to 
invent^  that  which  is  sought  or  propounded;  or  to  judge  that 
which  is  invented;  or  to  retain  that  which  \a  judged;  or  to  de^ 
liver  over  that  which  is  retained.  So  as  the  arts  must  be  four ; 
Art  of  Inquiry  or  Invention :  Art  of  Examination  or  Judg- 
ment ;  Art  of  Custody  or  Memory ;  and  Art  of  Elocution  or 
Tradition. 

f '  Invention  is  of  two  kinds,  much  differing ;  the  one,  of 
Arts  and  Sciences ;  and  the  other,  of  Speech  and  Arguments. 
The  former  of  these  I  do  report  deficient ;  which  seemeth  to 
me  to  be  such  a  deficience  as  if  in  the  making  of  an  inventory 
touching  the  estate  of  a  de&nct  it  should  be  set  down  that 
there  is  no  ready  money.  For  as  money  will  fetch  all  other 
commodities,  so  this  knowledge  is  that  which  should  purchase 
all  the  rest.  And  like  as  the  West-Indies  had  never  been  dis- 
covered if  the  use  of  the  mariner's  needle  had  not  been  first 
discovered,  though  the  one  be  vast  regions  and  the  other  a 
dmall  motion ;  so  it  cannot  be  found  stnu^e  if  sciences  be  no 
further  discovered,  if  the  art  itself  of  invention  and  discovery 
hath  been  passed  over. 

That  this  part  of  knowledge  is  wanting,  to  my  judgment 
standeth  plainly  confessed :  for  first.  Logic  doth  not  pretend  to 
invent  Sciences  or  the  Axioms  of  Sciences,  but  passeth  it  over 
with  a  cuique  in  sua  arte  credendum,  [the  knowledge  that  per- 
tains to  each  art  must  be  taken  on  trust  from  those  that  profess 
it].  And  Celsus  acknowledgeth  it  ^  gravely,  speaking  of  the 
empirical  and  dogmatical  sects  of  physicians,  TTiat  medicines 
and  cures  were  first  found  outy  and  then  after  the  reasons  and 
causes  were  discoursed;  and  not  the  causes  first  found  outy  and 
by  light  from  them  the  medicijies  and  cures  discovered.  And 
Plato  in  his  Theastetus  *  noteth  well.  That  particulars  are  irfi-- 
nitCy  and  the  higher  generalities  give  no  sufficient  direction  ;  and 
that  the  pith  of  all  sciences^  which  maketh  tlie  arts-man  differ 
from  the  inexpert^  is  in  the  middle  propositions^  which  in  every 
particular  knowledge  are  taken  from  tradition  and  experience. 
And  therefore  we  see  that  they  which  discourse  of  the  inven- 

*  It  may  perhaps  be  worth  while  to  observe  that  Bacon  uses  the  word  invent  simply 
as  equivalent  to  invenire  —  to  find  out. 

«  De  Aug.  V.  2. 

'  See  note  on  Nov.  Org.  i,  73. 

*■  Instead  of  '*  Plato  in  his  Theateiua  noteth  **  the  translation  has  Plato  non  semd 
tnnuit.     See  note  VoL  L  p.  617. 
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tione  and  originals  of  things^  refer  them  rather  to  chance  than 
to  art,  and  rather  to  beasts,  birds,  fishes,  serpents,  than  to  men. 

Dictamnum  genetriz  Cretsa  carpit  ab  Ida, 
Puberibus  caulem  foliis  et  flore  comantem 
Purpureo :  non  ilia  feris  incognita  capris 
Gramina,  cum  tergo  volucres  hsesere  sagjtto. 
[A  sprig  of  dittanj  bis  mother  brought, 
Grathered  bj  Cretan  Ide ;  a  stalk  it  is 
Of  woolly  leaf,  crested  with  purple  flower ; 
Which  well  the  wild-goat  knows  when  in  his  side 
Sticks  the  winged  shaft.] 

So  that  it  was  no  marvel  (the  manner  of  antiquity  being  to 
consecrate  inventors)  that  the  J&gyptiaxie  had  so  few  human 
idols  in  their  temples,  but  almost  all  brute : 

Omnigenumque  Deum  monstra,  et  latrator  Anubis, 
Contra  Neptunum  et  Yenerem,  contraque  Minervain,  &c. 
[All  kinds  and  shapes  of  Gods,  a  monstrous  host. 
The  dog  Anubis  foremost,  stood  arrayed 
^Grainst  Neptune,  Venus,  Pallas,  &c.] 

And  if  you  like  better  the  tradition  of  the  Grecians,  and 
ascribe  the  first  inventions  to  men,  yet  you  will  rather  believe 
that  Prometheus  first  struck  the  flints,  and  marvelled  at  the 
spark,  than  that  when  he  first  struck  the  flints  he  expected  the 
spark ;  and  therefore  we  see  the  West-Indian  Prometheus  had 
no  intelligence  with  the  European,  because  of  the  rareness 
with  them  of  flint,  that  gave  the  first   occasion.'     So  as  it 

'  This  curious  passage,  which  is  omitted  in  the  De  Auffmentis,  must  refer  to  what 
Bacon  had  read  in  Rdmusio  of  the  way  in  which  the  natives  of  the  West  Indian  islands 
kindled  their  fires,  by  rubbing  pieces  of  wood  together.  Several  passages  in  Bacon's 
writings  show  that  he  was  A  reader  of  Ramusio.  See  Ramuslo,  vol.  iii.  p.  103.  a.  for 
Oviedo*s  description  of  the  method. 

In  reality  the  coincidence  between  the  customary  mode  of  kindling  fire  in  the  West 
Indies  and  the  superstitious  usages  of  Europe  is  remarkable.  The  latter  seem  to  point 
back  to  a  time  when  the  use  of  steel  and  flint  was  unknown.  The  Noth-feuer  of  tlie 
Germans  was  kindled  by  rubbing  pieces  of  wood  together.  This  flre,  originally  con- 
nected with  the  worship  of  Fro,  was  lighted  when  cattle  were  threatened  with  murrain, 
and  they  were  made  to  pass  through  it  Dr.  Jamieson  in  his  Scottish  Dictionary 
mentions  precisely  the  same  practice  at  a  comparatively  recent  period  In  Scotland  in  a 
case  in  which  the  murrain  had  done  great  mischief.  The  long  continuance  of  this 
practice  Is  a  sort  of  illustration  of  Spinosa's  bitter  remark  that  Superstition  is  the 
child  of  Adversity,  there  being  no  man,  he  observes,  who  in  prosperity  does  not 
think  himself  wise  enough  to  take  cane  of  himself.  See  Splnosa,  Tract.  TheoL 
JPolitieus^  chap.  i. :  and  for  the  German  superstition  Wolf's  Die  Deuttehe  Gditerlehre, 
pp.  27.  83. 

The  holy  fire  of  Vesta,  according  to  Festus  (in  voce  Ignis),  was  rekindled  when  it 
had  been  allowed  to  go  out,  by  fHctlon  of  two  pieces  of  wood.  Plutarch's  statement 
that  the  rays  of  the  sun  concentrated  by  reflexion  were  employed  for  the  purpose 

VOL.  III.  O  C 
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should  seem  that  hitherto  men  are  rather  beholden  to  a  wild 
goat  for  surgery,  or  to  a  nightingale  for  music,  or  to  the  Ibis 
for  some  part  of  physic  ^  or  to  the  pot  lid  that  flew  open  for 
artillery,  or  generally  to  chance  or  any  thing  else,  than  to 
Logic,  for  the  invention  of  arts  and  sciences.  Neither  is  the 
form  of  invention  which  Virgil  describeth  much  other : 

Ut  varios  usus  meditando  extunderet  artes 
Paulatim : 

[that  practice  with  meditation  might  by  degrees  hammer  out 
the  arts].  For  if  you  observe  the  words  well,  it  is  no  other 
method  than  that  which  brute  beasts  are  capable  of,  and  do  put 
in  ure ;  which  is  a  perpetual  intending  or  practisiuff  same  one 
thing i  urged  and  imposed  by  an  absolute  necessity  of  conservation 
of  being :  for  so  Cicero  saith  very  truly,  Usus  uni  rei  deditus  et 
naturam  et  artem  scBpe  vincit:  [practice  applied  constantly  to  one 
thing  will  often  do  more  than  either  nature  or  art  can].  And 
therefore  if  it  be  said  of  men. 

Labor  omnia  vincit 
Improbas,  et  daris  urgens  in  rebus  egestas, 
[Stern  labour  masters  all, 
And  want  in  poverty  importunate  J 

it  is  likewise  said  of  beasts,  Quis  psittaco  docuit  suum  xaipe  ? 
[who  taught  the  parrot  to  say  how  d'ye  do  ?]  Who  taught  the 
raven  in  a  drowth  to  throw  pebbles  into  an  hollow  tree  where 
she  spied  water,  that  the  water  might  rise  so  as  she  might  come 
to  it  ?  Who  taught  the  bee  to  sail  through  such  a  vast  sea  of 
.  air,  and  to  find  the  way  from  a  field  in  flower  a  great  way  ofi" 
to  her  hive  ?  Who  taught  the  ant  to  bite  every  grain  of  com 
that  she  burieth  in  her  hill,  lest  it  should  take  root  and  grow  ? 
Add  then  the  word  extundere^  which  importeth  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty, and  the  word  paulatim,  which  importeth  the  extreme  slow- 
ness, and  we  are  where  we  were,  even  amongst  the  Egyptians' 

seems  improbable,  and  ia  apparently  founded  on  a  misconception  or  mistranslation 
of  some  earlier  account  of  the  matter.  Pliny  mentions,  but  without  reference  to 
Vesta,  this  mode  of  kindling  fire,  and  states  that  the  best  combination  is  laurel  wood 
with  ivy.  — i?.!,.  JB. 

It  is  worth  observing  that  though  the  passage  in  the  text  is  omitted  in  the  De 
AugmetUiB,  the  substance  of  it  is  retained  in  the  Cogitata  et  Vi$a,  Nam  idea  in  ignia 
invento  Prometheum  Nova  Indi<B  ab  Europmo  disMensitu,  quod  apud  eoi  silids  non  eU 
eopia, —  J.  S. 

*  pro  lavcUioHtbug  intestinorum, —  De  Aug. 
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gods;  there  being  little  left   to  the  faculty  of  Beason,  and 
nothing  to  the  duty  of  Art,  for  matter  of  invention. 

Secondly,  the  induction  which  the  logicians  speak  of,  and 
which  seemeth  familiar  with  Plato  ^  whereby  the  Principles 
of  sciences  may  be  pretended  to  be  invented,  and  so  the  middle 
propositions  by  derivation  from  the  principles, — their  form  of 
induction,  I  say,  is  utterly  vicious  and  incompetent :  wherein 
their  error  is  the  fouler,  because  it  is  the  duty  of  Art  to  perfect 
and  exalt  Nature ;  but  they  contrariwise  have  wroDged,  abused, 
and  traduced  nature.  For  he  that  shall  attentively  observe 
how  tlie  mind  doth  gather  this  excellent  dew  of  knowledge, 
like  unto  that  which  the  poet  speaketh  of,  Aerei  mellis  ccelestia 
dona,  [the  gift  of  heaven,  aerial  honey,]  distilling  and  contriv- 
ing it  out  of  particulars  natural  and  artificial,  as  the  flowers  of 
the  field  and  garden,  shall  find  that  the  mind  of  herself  by  na- 
ture doth  manage  and  act  an  induction  much  better  than  they 
describe  it.  For  to  conclude  upon  an  enumeration  of  particu- 
tars  without  instance  contradictory  is  no  conclusion^  but  a  con- 
jecture ;  for  who  can  assure  (in  many  subjects)  upon  those 
particulars  which  appear  of  a  side,  that  there  are  not  other  on 
the  contrary  side  which  appear  not  ?  As  if  Samuel  should  have 
rested  upon  those  sons  of  Issay'  which  were  brought  before 
him,  and  failed  of  David,  which  was  in  the  field.  And  this^ 
form  (to  say  truth)  is  so  gross,  as  it  had  not  been  possible  for 
wits  so  subtile  as  have  managed  these  things  to  have  offered  it 
to  the  world,  but  that  they  hasted  to  their  theories  and  dogmati- 
calsy  and  were  imperious  and  scornful  toward  particulars; 
which  their  manner  was  to  use  but  aa  liciores  and  viatores,  for 
sergeants  and  whifflers,  ad  summovendam  turbam,  to  make  way 
and  make  room  for  their  opinions,  rather  than  in  their  true  use 
and  service.  Certainly  it  is  a  thing  may  touch  a  man  with  a 
reli^ous  wonder,  to  see  how  the  footsteps  of  seduoement  are 
the  very  same  in  divine  and  human  truth :  for  as  in  divine  truth 
man  cannot  endure  to  become  as  a  child ;  so  in  human,  they 
reputed  the  attending  the  Inductions  (whereof  we  speak)  as  if 
it  were  a  second  infancy  or  childhood. 

Thirdly,  allow  some  Principles  or  Axioms  were  rightly  in- 

'  This  reference  to  Plato  Is  omitted  in  the  translation,  as  well  as  the  allusion  to  the 
derivation  of  the  middle  propositlous.  Tbe  induction  in  question  is  merely  described 
as  **  the  form  of  induction  which  Logic  proposes,  whereby  to  discover  and  prove  the 
principles  of  sciences.'* 

'  So  in  all  three  editions.     The  De  Augmenti*  has  Itai. 

cc  2 
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duced,  yet  nevertheless  certain  it  is  that  Middle  Proportions 
cannot  be  deduced  from  them  in  subject  of  nature'  by  Syl- 
logism^ that  is,  by  touch  and  reduction  of  them  to  principles  in  a 
middle  term.  It  is  true  that  in  sciences  popular,  as  moralities, 
laws,  and  the  like,  yea  and  divinity  (because  it  pleaseth  Grod  to 
apply  himself  to  the  capacity  of  the  simplest),  that  form  may 
have  use ;  and  in  natural  philosophy  likewise,  by  way  of  argu- 
ment or  satisfactory  reason,  qutB  assensum  parity  operis  effoRta 
est,  [which  procures  assent  but  can  do  no  work :]  but  the  sub- 
tilty  of  nature  and  operations  will  not  be  enchained  in  those 
bonds :  for  Argmnents  consist  of  Propositions,  and  Proposi- 
tions of  Words ;  and  Words  arc  but  the  current  tokens  or 
marks  of  Popular  Notions  of  things ;  which  notions,  if  they  be 
grossly  and  variably  collected  out  of  particulars,  it  is  not  the 
laborious  examination  either  of  consequences  of  arguments  or 
of  the  truth  of  propositions,  that  can  ever  correct  that  error; 
being  (as  the  physicians  speak)  in  the  first  digestion:  and 
therefore  it  was  not  without  cause,  that  so  many  excellent 
philosophers  became  Sceptics  and  Academics,  and  denied  any 
certainty  of  knowledge  or  comprehension,  and  held  opinion 
that  the  knowledge  of  man  extended  only  to  appearances  and 
probabilities.  It  is  true  that  in  Socrates  it  was  supposed  to  be 
but  a  form  of  irony,  Scientiam  dissimulando  simvlavit,  [an 
affectation  of  knowledge  under  pretence  of  ignorance :]  for  he 
used  to  disable  his  knowledge,  to  the  end  to  enhance  his  know- 
ledge^; like  the  humour  of  Tiberius  in  his  beginnings,  that 
would  reign,  but  would  not  acknowledge  so  much  ' ;  and  in  the 
later  Academy,  which  Cicero  embraced,  this  opinion  also  of 
acatalepsia  (I  doubt)  was  not  held  sincerely:  for  that  all 
those  which  excelled  in  copie  of  speech  seem  to  have  chosen 
that  sect,  as  that  which  was  fittest  to  give  glory  to  their  elo- 
quence and  variable  discourses ;  being  rather  like  progresses  of 
pleasure  than  journeys  to  an  end.  But  assuredly  many  scat- 
tered in  both  Academies  did  hold  it  in  subtilty  and  integrity. 
But  here  was  their  chief  error ;  they  charged  the  deceit  upon 
the  Senses;  which  in  my  judgment  (notwithstanding  all 
their  cavillations)  are   very  sufficient  to  certify  and  report 

*  in  rthut  neUuralibuB,  qua  paritcipant  ex  materi&.^—'De  Aug. 

'  t.  e,  pretended  not  to  know  whatjt  was  plain  he  knew,  that  he  might  be  thought 
to  know  likewise  what  he  knew  not  —  renuneiando  scilicet  iii  qua  manifesto  tcte&ii  ut 
to  modo  ea  etiam  qua  nesciebat  scire  putaretur, 

*  This  allusion  to  Tiberius  is  omitted  in  the  tnuulati<m. 
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truths  though  not  always  immediately,  yet  by  comparison  *, 
by  help  of  instrument,  and  by  producing  and  urging  such 
things  as  are  too  subtile  for  the  sense  to  some  effect  compre- 
hensible by  the  sense,  and  other  like  assistance.  But  they 
ought  to  have  charged  the  deceit  upon  the  weakness  ^  of  tlie 
intellectual  patoers,  and  upon  the  manner  of  collecting  and  con- 
cluding upon  the  reports  of  the  senses.  This  I  speak  not  to 
disable  the  mind  of  man,  but  to  stir  it  up  to  seek  help :  for  no 
man,  be.  he  never  so  cunning  or  practised,  can  make  a  straight 
line  or  perfect  circle  by  steadiness  of  hand,  which  may  be 
easily  done  by  help  of  a  ruler  or  compass.* 

This  part  of  invention,  concerning  the  invention  Experiemia 
of  sciences,  I  purpose  (if  God  give  me  leave)  here-  ^IntT^reuMo 
I  after  to  propound ;  having  digested  it  into  two  '^*"^** 
parts;  whereof  the  one  I  term  Experientia  literata,  and  the 
other  Interpretatio  Nature  * :  the  fornier  being  but  a  degree 
and"  rudiment  of  the  latter.  But  I  will  not  dwell  too  long,  nor 
speak  too  great  upon  a  promise. 

IT  *  The  invention  of  speech  or  argument  is  not  properly  an 
invention :  for  to  invent  is  to  discover  that  we  know  not,  and 
not  to  recover  or  resummon  that  which  we  already  know ;  and 
the  use  of  this  invention  is  no  other  but  out  of  the  knowledge 
whereof  our  mind  is  already  possessed,  to  draw  forth  or  call 
before  us  that  which  may  be  pertinent  to  the  purpose  which  we 
take  into  our  consideration.  So  as,  to  speak  truly,  it  is  no 
Invention,  but  a  Remembrance  or  Suggestion,  with  an  applica- 
tion; which  is  the  cause  why  the  schools  do  place  it  after 

'  There  is  nothing  about  comparison  in  the  translation. 

'  In  the  translation  be  adds  contumacy  —  turn  errorihus  turn  eontumaeue  (qwt  r^us 
ipns  morigera  esse  recusat)  —  and  also  pravls  demonttratumibus  ;  an  inserUim  which 
(though  the  observation  is  implied  perhaps  in  the  English)  I  have  thought  worth 
noticing ;  because  these  pratxB  tUmoHstrationet  were  Idols  of  the  Theatre,  of  which  In 
the  Advanetmewt  of  Learning  there  is  no  mention. 

'  This  it  is  then  (he  adds,  writing  eighteen  years  later)  which  I  have  in  hand,  and 

.  am  labouring  with  mighty  effort  to  accomplish  —  namely  to  make  the  mind  of  man  by 

'    help  of  art  a  match  for  the  nature  of  things,  —  to  discover  an  art  of  Indication  and 

Direction  whereby  all  other  arts  with  their  axioms  and  works  may  be  detected  and 

brought  to  light. 

*  The  one  being  the  method  of  inquiry  which  proceeds  from  one  experiment  to 
another  by  a  kind  of  natural  sagacity ;  the  other  that  which  proceeds  from  experi- 
•«ments  to  axioms,  and  thence  by  the  light  of  the  axioms  to  new  experiments.  Aut  enim 
defertur  indicium  ab  experitnentie  ad  experimenta,  aut  ab  experitnentie  ad  axtontata 
quae  et  ipsa  nova  experimenta  designenL  Of  this  Exptrientia  Uterata  there  follows  in 
the  De  Augmentis  an  exposition  at  considerable  length ;  In  which  the  several  methods 
of  experimenting  are  described,  with  illustrations.  And  this  concludes  the  chapter, 
the  exposition  of  the  other  part,  the  Interpretatio  Matune,  being  reserved  for  the 
A^otum  Organum. 

»  De  Aug.  V.  3. 

c  c  8 
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judgment,  as  subsequent  and  not  precedent.  NeTertheless, 
because  we  do  account  it  a  Chase  as  well  of  deer  in  an  inclosed 
park  as  in  a  forest  at  large,  and  that  it  hath  already  obtained 
the  name,  let  it  be  called  invention :  so  as  it  be  perceived  and 
discerned,  that  the  scope  and  end  of  this  invention  is  readiness 
and  present  use  of  our  knowledge,  and  not  addition  or  amplifi- 
cation thereof. 

To  procure  this  ready  use  of  knowledge  there  are  two 
courses.  Preparation  and  Suggestion.'  The  former  of  these 
seemeth  scarcely  a  part  of  Knowledge,  consisting  rather  of 
diligence  than  of  any  artificial  erudition.  And  herein  Aristotle 
wittily,  but  hurtfnlly,  doth  deride  the  sophists  near  his  time, 
saying,  they  did  ca  if  one  that  professed  the  art  of  shoe^mahing 
should  not  teach  hoto  to  make  up  a  shoe,  but  only  exhibit  in  a  rea^ 
diness  a  number  of  shoes  of  all  fashions  and  sizes*  But  yet  a 
man  might  reply,  that  if  a  shoe-maker  should  have  no  shoes  in 
his  shop,  but  only  work  as  he  is  bespoken,  he  should  be  weakly 
customed  But  our  Saviour,  speaking  of  Divine  Knowledge, 
saith,  thai  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  good  householder,  that 
bringeth  forth  both  newMnd  old  store ;  and  we  see  the  ancient 
writers  of  rhetoric  do  give  it  in  precept,  that  pleaders  should 
have  the  Places  whereof  they  have  most  continual  use  ready 
handled  in  all  the  variety  that  may  be;  as  that,  to  speak  for 
the  literal  interpretation  of  the  law  against  equity,  and  con- 
trary; and  to  speak  for  presumptions  and  inferences  against 
testimony,  and  contrary.  And  Cicero  himself,  being  broken 
unto  it  by  great  experience,  delivereth  it  plainly,  that  whatso- 
ever a  man  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  of,  (if  he  will  take  the 
pains)  he  may  have  it  in  efiect  premeditate,  and  handled  in 
thesi;  so  that  when  he  cometh  to  a  particular,  he  shall  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  put  to  names  and  times  and  places,  and 
such  other  circumstances  of  individuals.  We  see  likewise  the 
exact  diligence  of  Demosthenes ;  who,  in  regard  of  the  great 
force  that  the  entrance  and  access  into  causes  hath  to  make  a 
good  impression,  had  ready  framed  a  number  of  prefaces  for 
orations  and  speeches.  All  which  authorities  and  precedents 
may  overweigh  Aristotle's  opinion,  that  would  have  us  change 
a  rich  wardrobe  for  a  pair  of  shears. 

'  In  the  translation  he  calls  these  respectively  Promptuarla  and  Topica  :  the  one 
being  a  collection  of  arguments  such  as  you  are  likely  to  want,  laid  up  ready  for  use ; 
the  other  a  system  of  directions  to  help  you  in  looking  for  the  thing  you  want  to  find. 
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But  the  nature  of  the  collection  of  this  provision  or  prcpa* 
ratory  store^  though  it  be  common  both  to  logic  and  rhetoric, 
yet  having  made  an  entry  of  it  here,  where  it  came  first  to  be 
sjioken  of^  I  think  fit  to  refer  over  the  further  handling  of  it  to 
rhetoric 

The  other  part  of  Invention,  which  I  term  Suggestion,  doth 
assign  and  direct  us  to  certain  marks  or  places,  which  may 
excite  our  mind  to  return  and  produce  such  knowledge  as  it 
hath  formerly  collected,  to  the  end  we  may  make  use  thereof. 
Neither  is  this  use  (truly  taken)  only  to  furnish  argument  to 
dispute  probably  with  others,  but  likewise  to  minister  unto  our 
judgment  to  conclude  aright  within  ourselves.  Neither  may 
these  Places  serve  only  to  apprompt  our  invention,  but  also  to 
direct  our  inquiry.  For  a  faculty  of  wise  interrogating  is  half 
a  knowledge.  For  as  Plato  saith.  Whosoever  seekethy  knoweth 
that  which  he  seeketh  for  in  a  general  notion  ;  else  how  shall  he 
know  it  when  he  hath  found  it  f  And  therefore  the  larger  *  your 
Anticipation  is,  the  more  direct  and  compendious  is  your 
search.  But  the  same  Places  which  will  help  us  what  to  pro- 
duce of  that  which  we  know  already,  will  also  help  us,  if  a  man 
of  experience  were  before  us,  what  questions  to  ask ;  or  if  we 
have  books  and  authors  to  instruct  us,  what  points  to  search 
and  revolve:  so  as  I  cannot  report*  that  this  part  of  inven- 
tion, which  is  that  which  the  schools  call  Topics,  is  deficient. 

Nevertheless  Topics  are  of  two  sorts,  general  and  special. 
The  general  we  have  spoken  to;  but  the  particular  hath  been 
touched  by  some,  but  rejected  generally  as  inartificial  and 
variable.     But  leaving  the  humour  which  hath  reigued  too 

>  ampUor  et  certior.  —  De  Aug. 

*  Thus  the  senteoce  stands  both  in  the  original  and  in  the  editions  of  1629  and 
1633;  though  I  do  not  understand  the  connexion  between  it  and  the  sentence  pre- 
ceding. Possibly  an  intermediate  sentence  has  dropped  out,  or  some  alteration  has 
been  Inadvertently  made  which  disturbs  the  construction.  In  the  translation  the  ar- 
rangement  of  the  whole  passage  is  changed,  and  all  is  made  clear.  He  bcgii»  by 
dividing  Topics  into  two  kinds.  General  and  Particular.  The  General  (he  says)  has 
been  snflBclently  handled  in  Logic,  and  therefore  he  leaves  it  with  a  passing  remark 
{Ulud  tamtn  obiter  numendum  videtur)  to  the  effect  of  that  in  the  text;  "  neither  Is 
this  use,"  &c.  down  to  "  search  and  revolve.-  But  Particular  Topics,  he  proceeds,  arc 
moT«  to  the  purpose  and  of  great  value,  and  have  not  received  the  attention  they  de- 
serve.  He  then  goes  on  to  explain  at  length  what  he  means ;  repeating  the  observa- 
tions in  the  next  paragraph  with  some  amplification  and  greater  clearness,  and  then 
giving  a  specimen  of  the  thing,  in  a  series  of  Particular  Topics  or  articles  of  inquiry 
concerning  Heavy  and  Light ;  with  which  the  chapter  concludes.  With  regard  to  the 
importance  of  these  Topica  as  a  part  of  Bacon's  method  of  inquiry  —  an  importance 
•o  considerable  that  he  meant  to  devote  a  specUi  work  to  the  sul^ect,  —  see  my  prefaces 
to  the  Paroiceve  (Vol  I.  p.  388.)  and  to  the  Topica  InquUitianU  de  Luce  et  Lumine 
(Vol  IL  p.  815.). 

c  c  4 
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much  in  the  schools^  (which  is  to  be  vainly  subtile  in  a  few 
things  which  are  within  their  command,  and  to  reject  the  rest,) 
I  do  receive  particular  Topics,  that  is  places  or  directions  of 
invention  and  inquiry  in  every  particular  knowledge,  as  things 
of  great  use;  being  mixtures  of  Logic  with  the  matter  of 
sciences ;  for  in  these  it  holdeth,  Ars  inveniendi  adoUscU  cum 
inventisy  [every  act  of  discovery  advances  the  art  of  discovery ;] 
for  as  in  going  of  a  way  we  do  not  only  gain  that  part  of  the 
way  which  is  passed,  but  we  gain  the  better  sight  of  that  part 
of  the  way  which  remaineth ;  so  every  d^ree  of  proceeding  in 
a  science  giveth  a  light  to  that  which  foUoweth ;  which  light  if 
we  strengthen,  by  drawing  it  forth  into  questions  or  places  of 
inquiry,  we  do  greatly  advance  our  pursuit. 

f  ^  Now  we  pass  unto  the  arts  of  Judgment,  which  handle 
the  natures  of  Proofs  and  Demonstrations ;  which  as  to  Induc- 
tion hath  a  coincidence  with  Invention ;  for  in  all  inductions, 
whether  in  good  or  vicious  form,  the  same  action  of  the  mind 
which  inventethyjudgeth  ;  all  one  as  in  the  sense  ;  but  otherwise 
it  is  in  proof  by  syllogism ;  for  the  proof  being  not  immediate 
but  by  mean,  the  invention  of  the  mean  is  one  thing,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  consequence  is  another ;  the  one  exciting  only, 
the  other  examining.  Therefore  for  the  real  and  exact  form 
of  judgment  we  refer  ourselves  to  that  which  we  have  spoken 
of  Interpretation  of  Nature. 

For  the  other  judgment  by  Syllogism,  as  it  is  a  thing  most 
agreeable  to  the  mind  of  man,  so  it  hath  been  vehemently  and 
excellently  laboured.  For  the  nature  of  man  doth  extremely 
^  covet  to  have  somewhat  in  his  understanding  fixed  and  im- 
moveable, and  as  a  rest  and  support  of  the  mind.  And  there- 
fore as  Aristotle  endeavoureth  to  prove  that  in  all  motion 
there  is  some  point  quiescent ;  and  as^  he  elegantly  expound- 
cth  the  ancient  fable  of  Atlas  (that  stood  fixed  and  bare  up 
the  heaven  from  falling)  to  be  meant  of  the.  poles  or  axle-tree 
of  heaven,  whereupon  the  conversion  is  accomplished ;  so  as- 
suredly men  have  a  desire  to  have  an  Atlas  or  axle* tree  within 
to  keep  them  from  fluctuation,  which  is  like  to  a  perpetual  peril 
of  falling ;  therefore  men  did  hasten  to  set  down  some  Prin- 
ciples about  which  the  variety  of  their  disputations  might  turn* 

So  then  this  art  of  Judgment  is  but  the  reduction  of  proposi" 
tions  to  principles  in  a  middle  term :  the  Principles  to  be  agreed 

*  De  Aug.  v.  4. 
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by  all  and  exempted  from  argument;  the  Middle  Term  to  be 
elected  at  the  liberty  of  every  man's  invention ;  the  Reduction 
to  be  of  two  kinds»  direct  and  inverted ;  the  one  when  the  pro- 
position is  reduced  to  the  principle,  which  they  term  a  Proba" 
Hon  ostensive;  the  other ^when  the  contradictory  of  the  propo- 
sition is  reduced  to  the  oontradictory  of  the  principle,  which  is 
that  which  they  caliper  tncommodurriy  ov pressing  an  absurdity; 
the  number  of  middle  teems  to  be  ^  as  the  proposition  standeth 
degrees  more  or  less  jremoved  from  the  principle. 

But  this  art  hath  two  several  methods  of  doctrine ;  the  one 
by  way  of  direction,  the  other  by  way  of  caution:  the  former 
irameth  and  setteth  down  a  true  form  of  consequence,  by  the 
variations  and  deflexions  firom  which  errors  and  inconsequences 
may  be  exactly  judged ;  toward  the  composition  and  structure 
of  which  form,  it  is  incident  to  handle  the  parts  thereof,  which 
are  propositions,  and  the  parts  of  propositions,  which  are  simple 
words^ ;  and  this  is  that  part  of  logic  which  is  comprehended 
in  the  Analytics. 

The  second  method  of  doctrine  was  introduced  for  expedite 
use  and  assurance  sake ;  discovering  the  more  subtile  forms  of 
sophisms  and  illaqueations  with  their  redargutions,  which  is 
that  which  is  termed  EUnches.  For  although  in  the  more  gross 
sorts  of  fallacies  it  happeneth  (as  Seneca  maketh  the  comparison 
well)  as  in  juggling  feats,  which  though  we  know  not  how 
they  are  done,  yet  we  know  well  it  is  not  as  it  seemeth  to  be ; 
yet  the  more  subtile  sort  of  them  doth  not  only  put  a  man 
besides  his  answer,  but  doth  many  times  abuse  his  judgment. 

This  part  concerning  Blenches^  is  excellently  handled  by 
Aristotle  in  precept,  but  more  excellently  by  Plato  in  Example, 
not  only  in  the  persons  of  the  Sophists,  but  even  in  Socrates 
himself;  who  professing  to  affirm  nothing,  but  to  infirm  that 
which  was  affirmed  by  another,  hath  exactly  expressed  all  the 
forms  of  objection,  faUace^,  and  redargution.   And  although  we 

■  i  e.  to  be  more  or  fewer. 

*  Thii  daute  to  omitted  in  the  translation ;  and  a  new  obeervation  Is  introduced  in 
its  place ;  tIs.  that  though  this  dIrecUon  contains  in  itself  a  kind  of  Elenche  or  con- 
futation (for  the  straight  indicates  the  crooked),  yet  it  to  safest  to  employ  Blenches 
(that  i8»  Elcnches  properly  so  called)  as  monitors,  for  the  better  detection  of  fallacies 
by  which  the  Judgment  would  otherwise  be  ensnared. 

'  In  the  translation  the  Doctrine  of  Elenches  to  divided  into  three  kinds  — £faicAat 
SophitnuihiM,  Elenchot  HermenuB,  Elenehoi  imaginum  sive  Idohrum  :  t.  c  Cautions 
against  Sophtoms,  agahist  ambiguity  of  words,  against  Idols  or  fklse  appearances ;  and 
it  to  to  the  first  only  that  the  observation  which  follows  to  applied. 

*  So  in  all  the  editions ;  and  not  (I  think)  a  mtoprint  for  failaeie^  bnt  another  word, 
formed.not  ttomfaUaeia  but  fhun  faUax,  Compare  "*  Coloun  of  Good  and  Evil/*  §  1. 
*«  The  faUax  of  thto  colour,**  Ice. 
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have  said  that  the  use  of  this  doctrine  is  for  redargution>  yet  it 
is  manifest  the  degenerate  and  corrupt  use  is  for  caption  and 
contradiction  * ;  which  passeth  for  a  great  faculty^  and  no  doubt 
is  of  very  great  advantage :  though  the  difference  be  good 
which  was  made  between  orators  and  sophisters,  that  the  one  is 
as  the  greyhound,  which  hath  his  advantage  in  the  race,  and 
the  other  as  the  hare,  which  hath  her  advantage  in  the  turn,  so 
as  it  is  the  advantage  of  the  weaker  creattu^. 

But  yet  further,  this  doctrine  of  Ulenehes  hath  a  more  ample 
latitude  and  extent  than  is  perceived;  namely,  unto  divers 
parts  of  knowledge;  whereof  some  are  laboured  and  other 
omitted.  For  first,  I  conceive  (though  it  may  seem  at  first 
somewhat  strange)  that  that  part  which  is  variably  referred 
sometimes  to  Logic  sometimes  to  Metaphysic,  touching  the 
common  adjuncts  of  essencesy  is  but  an  elenche  ^ ;  for  the  great 
sophism  of  all  sophisms  being  equivocation  or  ambiguity  of 
words  and  phrase,  specially  of  such  words  as  are  most  general 
and  intervene  in  every  inquiry,  it  seemeth  to  me  that  the  true 
and  fruitful  use  (leaving  vain  subtilties  and  speculations)  of 
the  inquiry  of  majority,  minority,  priority,  posteriority,  iden- 
tity, diversity,  possibility,  act,  totality,  parts,  existence,  priva- 
tion, and  the  like,  are  but  wise  cautions  against  ambiguities  of 
speech.  So  again  the  distribution  of  things  into  certain  tribes, 
which  we  call  categories  or  predicaments,  are  but  cautions 
against  the  confusion  of  definitions  and  divisions. 

Secondly,  there  is  a  seducement  that  worketh  by  the  strength 
of  the  impression  and  not  by  the  subtilty  of  the  illaqueation ; 
not  so  much  perplexing  the  reason  as  overruling  it  by  power 
of  the  imagination.  But  this  part  I  think  more  proper  to 
handle  when  I  shall  speak  of  Rhetoric' 

But  lastiy,  there  is  yet  a  much  more  important  and  profound 
kind  of  fallacies  in  the  mind  of  man,  which  I  find  not  observed 
or  enquired  at  all,  and  think  good  to  place  here,  as  that  which 
of  all  others  appertaineth  most  to  rectify  judgment:  the  force 
whereof  is  such,  as  it  doth  not  dazzle  or  snare  the  understand- 
ing in  some  particulars,  but  doth  more  generally  and  inwardly 
infect  and  corrupt  the  state  thereof.^    For  the  mind  of  man  is 

■  t.  e.  the  true  use  is  to  answer  sophistical  arguments,  the  corrupt  use'to  intent 
sophistical  otijectlons. 

'  This  is  the  part  which  in  the  translation  he  calls  Elenchot  Hermtnwg  and  ex- 
plains much  more  clearly  and  fully. 

*  This  paragraph  is  omitted  altogether  in  the  translation. 

*  Here  we  have  the  doctrine  of  Idols,  in  its  earliest  form ;  the  names  not  being  yet 
given,  and  the  Idols  of  the  Theatre  not  yet  introduced  into  the  company.     For  the 
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far  from  the  nature  of  a  dear  and  equal  glass^  wherein  the 
beams  of  things  should  reflect  according  to  their  true  incidence ; 
nay,  it  is  ratiher  like  ajUfiBchanted  glass,  full  of  superstition 
and  imposture,  if  it  be  not  delivered  and  reduced*  For  this 
purpose,  let  us  consider  the  false  appearances  that  are  imposed 
upon  us  by  the  general  nature  of  the  mind  ^  beholding  them 
in  an  example  or  two ;  as  first,  in  that  instance  which  is  the 
root  of  all  superstition,  namely.  That  to  the  nature  of  the  mind 
of  all  men  it  is  consonant  for  the  affirmative  or  active  to  affect 
mare  than  the  negative  or  privative :  so  that  a  few  times  hitting 
or  presence,  countervails  oft-times  failing  or  absence  ^ ;  as  was 
well  answered  by  Diagoras  to  him  that  shewed  him  in  Nep- 
tune's temple  the  great  number  of  pictures  of  such  as  had 
scaped  shipwrack  and  had  paid  their  vows  to  Neptune,  saying. 
Advise  noto^  you  Uiat  think  it  folly  to  invocate  Neptune  in  tern" 
pest:  Yea  but  (saith  Diagoras)  where  are  they  painted  that  are 
drowned?  Let  us  behold  it  in  another  instance,  namely.  That 
the  spirit  of  man,  being  of  an  equal  and  uniform  substance,  doth 
usually  suppose  and  feign  in  nature  a  greater  equality  and  uni" 
formity  than  is  in  truth.  Hence  it  cometh  that  the  mathemati* 
cians  cannot  satisfy  themselves,  except  they  reduce  the  motions 
of  the  celestial  bodies  to  perfect  circles,  rejecting  spiral  lines, 
and  labouring  to  be  discharged  of  eccentrics.  Hence  it  cometh, 
that  whereas  there  are  many  things  in  nature  as  it  were  mono- 
dica  ^  sui  juris,  [singular,  and  like  nothing  but  themselves ;] 
yet  the  cc^tations  of  man  do  feign  imto  them  relatives,  pa- 
rallels, and  conjugates,  whereas  no  such  thing  is ;  as  they  have 
feigned  an  element  of  Fire,  to  keep  square  with  Earth,  Water, 
and  Air,  and  the  like :  nay,  it  is  not  crediblcrtill  it  be  opened, 
what  a  number  of  fictions  and  fancies  the  similitude  of  human 
actions  and  arts  ^,  together  with  the  making  of  man  communis 
mensura,  have  brought  into  Natural  Philosophy;  not  much 

history  of  this  doctrine  see  preface  to  the  Novum  Organum,  note  C.  In  the  De  Aug- 
memiU  the  names  are  given,  and  the  fourth  kind  mentioned,  though  only  to  be  set 
aside  as  not  belonging  to  the  present  argument.  The  exposition  of  the  three  first  is 
also  considerably  fuller  than  here,  though  not  nearly  so  fkill  as  in  the  Novum  Organum, 
to  which  we  are  referred. 

■  These  are  the  Idols  of  the  Tribe. 

*  which  (he  adds  in  the  translation)  is  the  root  of  all  superstition  and  vain  credulity, 
in  matters  of  astrology,  dreams,  omens,  &c. 

'  So  the  wond  is  spelt  throughout  Bacon's  writings,  as  observed  by  Mr.  Ellis,  Vol.  L 
p.  166.  The  introduction  here  of  sui  juris  as  the  Latin  equivalent  seems  to  show  that 
the  error  arose  from  a  mistake  as  to  the  etymology  of  the  Greek  word. 

'*  t.  e,  the  supposed  resemblance  between  the  arts  and  actions  of  Man  and  the  opera- 
tions of  Nature :  naiumlium  operationum  ad  simiiitudinem  actionum  humanarum  re- 
duetto  :  hoc  ipsum  ingiMun,  quod  puteiur  ttdia  Naturam  facers  qualia  Homofacit, 
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better  ihan  the  heresy  of  the  Anthropomorphites^  bred  in  the 
cells  of  gross  and  solitary  monks,  and  the  opinion  of  Epicurus, 
answerable  to  the  same  in  heathenism,  who  supposed  the  gods 
to  be  of  human  shape.  And  therefore  Yelleius  the  Epicurian  ^ 
needed  not  to  have  asked,  why  God  should  have  adorned  the 
heavens  with  stars,  as  if  he  had  been  an  ^dilis,  one  that 
should  have  set  forth  some  magnificent  shews  or  plays.  For 
if  that  great  work-master  had  been  oT  an  human  disposition, 
he  would  have  cast  the  stars  into  some  pleasant  and  beautiful 
works  and  orders,  like  the  frets  in  the  roofs  of  houses ;  whereas 
one  can  scarce  find  a  posture  in  square  or  triangle  or  straight 
line  amongst  such  an  infinite  number ;  so  difiering  an  harmony 
there  is  between  the  spirit  of  Man  and  the  spirit  of  Nature. 

Let  us  consider  again  the  false  appearances  imposed  upon 
us  by  every  man's  own  individual  nature  and  custom  ',  in  that 
feigned  supposition  that' Plato  maketh  of  the  cave :  for  certainly 
if  a  child  were  continued  in  a  grot  or  cave  under  the  eartii 
until  maturity  of  age,  and  came  suddenly  abroad,  he  would 
have  strange  and  absurd  imaginations;  so  in  like  manner, 
although  our  persons  live  in  the  view  of  heaven,  yet  our  spirits 
are  included  in  the  caves  of  our  own  complexions  and  customs; 
which  minister  unto  us  infinite  errors  and  vain  opinions,  if  they 
be  not  recalled  to  examination.^  But  hereof  we  have  given 
many  examples  in  one  of  the  errors,  or  peccant  humours, 
wjjjch  we  ran  briefly  over  in  our  first  book. 
/  And  lastly,  let  us  consider  the  false  appearances  that  are 
imposed  upon  us  by  words  ^, ,  which  are  framed  and  applied  ac- 
cording to  the  conceit  and  capacities  of  the  vulgar  sort :  and 
although  we  think  we  govern  our  words,  and  prescribe  it  well, 
Loquendum  ut  vulgiis^  sentiendum  ut  sapientes,  [a  man  should 
speak  like  the  vulgar,  and  think  like  the  wise ;]  yet  certain  it  is 
that  words,  as  a  Tartar's  bow,  do  shoot  back  upon  the  under- 
standiug  of  the  wisest,  and  mightily  entangle  and  pervert  the 
judgment;  so  as  it  is  almost  necessary  in  all  controversies  and 

■  So  in  the  original :  the  word  being  pronounced  in  Bacon's  time  EpieHrian,  See 
Walker  on  Shakespeare**  versification,  p.  211. 

'  These  are  the  Idols  of  the  Cave. 

'  i.  e.  if  they  be  not  corrected  by  the  contlnoal  contemplation  of  nature  at  laige : 
n  e  tpecu  aua  raro  tantutn  et  ad  breve  aliqttod  tenants  prodeant,  et  non  in  contempia^ 
Hone  naiura  perpetuo,  tanquam  eub  dio,  moreniur. 

It  may  be  worth  observing  that  Bacon  guards  himself  against  being  f  upposed  to 
represent  the  full  intention  of  Phito's  parable,  by  adding  in  a  parenthesis  mttsa  iUa 
exqwitita  paraMa  tubtUitate. 

*  These  are  the  Idols  of  the  Market-place. 
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disputations  to  imitate  the  wisdom  of  the  Mathematicians^  in 
setting  down  in  the  very  beginning  the  definitions  of  our  words 
and  terms,  that  others  may  know  how  we  accept  and  under- 
stand them,  and  whether  they  concur  with  us  or  no.'  For  it 
cometii  to  pass  for  want  of  this,  that  we  are  sure  to  end  there 
where  we  ought  to  have  begun^  which  is  in  questions  and  dif- 
ferences about  words.  To  conclude  therefore,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  it  is  not  possible  to  divorce  ourselves  from  these 
fallacies  and  false  appearances^  because  they  are  inseparable 
from  our  nature  and  condition  of  life ;  so  yet  nevertheless  the 
caution  of  them  (for  all  clenches,  as  was  said,  are  Eiewhima^, 
but  cautions)  doth  extremely  import  the  true  con-  anmukunumi, 
duct  of  human  judgment.  The  particular  clenches  «'«»'»^«»- 
or  cautions  against  these  three  false  appearances  I  find  al- 
together deficient. 

There  remaineth  one  part  of  judgment  of  great  excellency, 
which  to  mine  understanding  is  so  slightly  touched,  as  I  may 
report  that  also  deficient;  which  is^the  application  of  the  dif- 
fering kinds  of  proofs  to  the  differing  kinds  of  subjects ;  for 
there  being  but  four  kinds  of  demonstrations,  that  is,  by  the 
inunediate  consent  of  the  mind  or  sense;  by  induction;  by 
sophism;  and  by  congruity,  which  is  that  which  Aristotle 
calleth  demonstration  in  orb  or  circle,  and  not  a  notioribus^ ; 
every  of  these  hath  certain  subjects  in  the  matter  of  sciences,  in 
which  respectively  they  have  chiefest  use ;  and  certain  other, 
from  which  respectively  they  ought  to  be  excluded :  and  the 
rigour  and  curiosity  in  requiring  the  more  severe  proofs  in  some 
things,  and  chiefly  the  facility  in  contenting  ourselves  with  the 
more  remiss  proofs  in  others,  hath  been  amongst  the  greatest 
causes  of  detriment  and  hindrance  to  knowledge.  DeAnaio- 
The  distributions  and  assignations  of  demonstra-  »iratum^ 
tions,  according  to  the  analogy  of  sciences,  I  note  as  deficient 

S  ^  The  custody  or  retaining  of  knowledge  is  either  in  Writing 
or  Memory;  whereof  Writing  hath  two  parts,  the  nature  of  the 
character,  and  the  order  of  the  entry.  For  the  art  of  characters,  or 
otiier  visible  notes  of  words  or  things,  it  hath  nearest  conjuga- 

*  It  might  wem  from  this  that  Bacon  thought  the  premising  of  definitions  would  be 
a  sufficient  remedy  for  the  evil.  But  in  the  ti'anslation  he  changes  the  sentence  and 
expressly  warns  us  that  it  is  not :  for  the  delinitions  themselves,  he  says,  are  made  of 
words  f  and  though  we  think  to  remove  ambi;;uTtips  by  the  use  of  technical  terms,  &c., 
yet  all  is  not  enough,  and  we  must  look  for  a  remedy  which  goes  deeper. 

'  nan  a  notioribut  tciUcetf  ted  tanquam  de  piano, — De  Aug. 

'  De  Aug.  ▼.  6. 
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tion  with  gnunmar^  and  therefore  I  refer  it  to  the  due  place*' 
For  the  disposition  and  collocation  of  that  knowledge  which  we 
preserye  in  writing,  it  consisteth  in  a  good  digest  of  common- 
places; wherein  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  prejudice  imputed  to 
the  use  of  common-place  books,  as  causing  a  retardation  of 
reading,  and  some  sloth  or  relaxation  of  memory.  But  because 
it  is  but  a  counterfeit  thing  in  knowledges  to  be  forward  and 
pregnant,  except  a  man  be  deep  and  full,  I  hold  the  entry  of 
common-places  to  be  a  matter  of  great  use  and  essence  in 
studying ;  as  that  which  assureth  copie  of  invention,  and  con- 
tracteth  judgment  to  a  strength.  But  this  is  true,  that  of  the 
methods  of  common-places  that  I  have  seen,  there  is  none  of 
any  sufficient  worth ;  all  of  them  carrying  merely  the  face  of 
a  school,  and  not  of  a  world ;  and  referring  to  vulgar  matters 
and  pedantical  divisions  without  all  life  or  respect  to  action. 

For  the  other  principal  part  of  the  custody  of  knowledge, 
which  is  Memory,  I  find  that  faculty  in  my  judgment  weakly 
enquired  of.  An  art  there  is  extant  of  it ;  but  it  seemeth  to 
me  that  there  are  better  precepts  than  that  art,  and  better 
practices  of  that  art  than  those  received.  It  is  certain  the  art 
(as  it  is)  may  be  raised  to  points  of  ostentation  prodigious : 
but  in  use  (as  it  is  now  managed)  it  is  barren ;  not  burden^ 
some  nor  dangerous  to  natural  memory,  as  is  imag^ed,  but 
barren ;  that  is,  not  dexterous  to  be  applied  to  the  sei^ous  use 
of  business  and  occasions.  And  therefore  I  make  no  more 
estimation  of  repeating  a  great  number  of  names  or  words 
upon  once  hearing,  or  the  pouring  forth  of  a  number  of  verses 
or  rhymes  ex  tempore^  or  the  making  of  a  satirical  simile  of  every 
thing,  or  the  turning  of  every  thing  to  a  jest,  or  the  fakifying 
or  contradicting  of  every  thing  by  cavil,  or  the  like,  (whereof 
in  the  faculties  of  the  mind  there  is  great  copie,  and  such  as 
by  device  and  practice  may  be  exalted  to  an  extreme  degree 
of  wonder,)  than  I  do  of  the  tricks  of  tumblers,  funambuloes, 
baladines ;  the  one  being  the  same  in  the  mind  that  the  other 
is  in  the  body  ;  matters  of  strangeness  without  worthiness.  ' 

This  art  of  Memory  is  but  built  upon  two  intentions ;  the 

■  All  this  Is  omitted  in  the  trauslatfon.  The  art  of  retaining  knowledge  is  divided 
into  two  doctrines :  vis.  concerning  the  hel|)s  {adminieula)  of  memory,  and  concerning 
Memory  itself.  The  only  help  of  memory  which  is  mentioned  is  writing ;  concerning 
which,  after  remarking  that  without  this  help  the  memory  cannot  be  trusted  to  deal 
with  matters  of  length  and  requiring  exactness,  especially  such  as  the  interpretation 
of  nature,  he  insists  upon  the  value  of  a  good  digest  of  common-places  even  in  the  old 
and  popular  sciences,  and  so  proceeds  as  in  the  text 
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one  Prenotionj  the  other  Emblem.  Prenotion  dischargeth  the 
indefinite  seeking  of  that  we  would  remember,  and  directeth 
us  to  seek  in  a  narrow  compass ;  that  is,  somewhat  that  hath 
congruity  with  our  place  of  memory.  Emblem  reduceth  con- 
ceits intellectual  to  images  sensible,  which  strike  the  memory 
more;  out  of  which  axioms  may  be  drawn  much  better 
practique  than  that  in  use ;  and  besides  which  axioms,  there 
are  divers  moe  touching  help  of  memory,  not  inferior  to  them.* 
But  I  did  in  the  beginning  distinguish,  not  to  report  those 
things  deficient,  which  are  but  only  ill  managed. 

Y  ^  There  remaineth  the  fourth  kind  of  Rational  Knowledge, 
which  is  transitive,  concerning  the  expressing  or  transferring 
our  knowledge  to  others ;  which  I  will  term  by  the  general 
name  of  Tradition  or  Delivery.  Tradition  hath  three  parts ; 
the  first  concerning  the  organ  of  tradition ;  the  second  concern- 
ing the  method  of  tradition ;  and  the  third  concerning  the  illus" 
tration  of  tradition.' 

For  the  organ  of  tradition,  it  is  either  Speech  or  Writing : 
for  Aristotie  saith  well.  Words  are  the  images  of  cogitations, 
and  letters  are  the  images  of  words  ;  but  yet  it  is  not  of  neces- 
sity that  cogitations  be  expressed  by  the  medium  of  words. 
For  whatsoever  is  capable  of  sufficient  differences^ ,  and  those  per^ 
ceptible  by  the  sense,  is  in  nature  competent  to  express^  cogitations. 
And  therefore  we  see  in  the  commerce  of  barbarous*  people 
that  understand  not  one  another's  language,  and  in  the  practice 
of  divers  tiiat  are  dumb  and  deaf,  that  men's  minds  are  ex- 
pressed in  gestures,  though  not  exactiy,  yet  to  serve  the  turn* 
And  we  understand  further^  that  it  is  the  use  of  China  and 
the  kingdoms  of  the  high  Levant  to  write  in  Characters  Real^_ 
which  express  neitiier  letters  nor  words  in  gross^  but  Things  or 
Notions ;  insomuch  as  countries  and  provinces,  which  under- 
stand not  one  another's  language,  can  nevertiieless  read  one 
another's  writings,  because  the  characters  are  accepted  more 

>  The  natuTC  and  use  of  these  prsnotions  and  emblems  is  explained  and  illustrated 
in  the  translation  bjr  several  examples ;  but  the  substance  of  the  observation  is  not 
altered. 

*  De  Aug.  vl.  1. 

'  In  the  2)«  AugvunHsy  tradition  (in  these  three  last  cases)  is  translated  Bermo  : 
which  appears  to  be  used  in  the  general  sense  of  eommvmcatUm, 

*  I.  e.  sufficient  to  explain  the  variety  of  notions. 

*  t.  e.  to  convey  the  cogitations  of  one  man  to  another  {Jur^  potte  vehicvlum  cogi* 
tationum  fU  homine  in  hominem),  and  so  to  be  an  organ  of  tradition  (traditiviB), 

*  BarbarovM  is  omitted  in  the  translation:  the  thing  being  equally  seen  in  civilised 
people  who  know  no  common  language. 

'  notissimum  Jleri  Jam  €€Bpii, 
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generally  than  the  languages  do  extend ;  and  therefore  they 
have  a  vast  multitude  of  characters ;  as  many^  I  suppose^  as 
radical  words.' 

These  Notes  of  Cogitations  are  of  two  sorts ;  the  one  when 
the  note  hath  some  similitude  or  congruity  with  the  notion ; 
the  other  adplacitumy  having  force  only  by  contract  or  accep- 
tation. Of  the  former  sort  are  Hieroglyphics  and  Gestures, 
For  as  to  Hieroglyphics,  (things  of  ancient  use,  and  embraced 
chiefly  by  the  Egyptians,  one  of  the  most  ancient  nations,) 
they  are  but  as  continued  impresses  and  emblems.  And  as  for 
Gestures^  they  are  as  transitory  Hieroglyphics,  and  are  to 
Hieroglyphics  as  words  spoken  are  to  words  written,  in  that 
they  abide  not ;  but  they  have  evermore,  as  well  as  the  other, 
an  affinity  with  the  things  signified :  as  Periander,  being  con- 
sulted with  how  to  preserve  a  tyranny  newly  usurped,  bid  the 
messenger  attend  and  report  what  he  saw  him  do ;  and  went 
into  his  garden  and  topped  all  the  highest  flowers ;  signifying, 
that  it  consisted  in  the  cutting  off  and  keeping  low  of  the 
nobility  and  grandest  Ad  pladtum  are  the  Characters  Real 
before  mentioned,  and  Words:  although  some  have  been 
willing  by  curious  inquiry,  or  rather  by  apt  feigning,  to  have 
derived  imposition  of  names  from  reason  and  intendment;  a 
speculation  elegant,  and,  by  reason  it  searcheth  into  antiquity, 
reverent ;  but  sparingly  mixed  with  truth,  and  of  small  fruit' 
De  Notii  ^^^®  portion  of  knowledge,  touching  the  Notes  of 
Rerwn.  Xhiugs  and  cogitations  in  general,  I  find  not  en- 
quired, but  deficient.  And  although  it  may  seem  of  no  great 
use,  considering  that  words  and  writings  by  letters  do  far  excel 
all  the  other  ways;  yet  because  this  part  concerneth  as  it 
were  the  mint  of  knowledge,  (for  words  are  the  tokens  current 
and  accepted  for  conceits,  as  moneys  are  for  values,  and  that  it 
is  fit  men  be  not  ignorant  that  moneys  may  be  of  another  kind 
than  gold  and  silver,)  I  thought  good  to  propound  it  to  better 
enquiry. 

Concerning  Speech  and  Words,  the  consideration  of  them 
hath  produced  the  science  of  Grammar:  for  man  still  strivetii  to 

■  This  observation  is  transferred  in  the  De  AugmetOit  to  the  next  paragraph,  and 
applied  generally  to  all  systems  of  writing  in  Characters  Real. 

^  So  in  the  original ;  and  I  believe  always  in  Bacon  ;  the  Spanish  word  being  still 
treated  as  a  foreigner,  and  the  accent  fiedling  no  doubt  upon  the  first  syllable. 

•  The  substance  of  this  reraarlt  is  introduced  in  the  translation  in  another  place. 
Here  it  is  merely  said  that  Characters  Real  have  nothing  emblematic  in  them ;  but 
are  merely  surds^  framed  ad  plaeitum  and  silently  agreed  upon  by  cusVnm. 
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reintegrate  himself  in  those  benedictions^  from  which  by  his 
fault  he  hath  been  deprived;  and  as  he  hath  striven  against 
the  first  general  curse  by  the  invention  of  all  other  -arts,  so 
hath  he  sought  to  come  forth  of  the  second  general  curse 
(which  was  the  confusion  of  tongues)  by  the  art  of  Grammar: 
whereof  the  use  in  a  mother  ^  tongue  is  small ;  in  a  foreign 
tongue  more ;  but  most  in  such  foreign  tongues  as  have  ceased 
to  be  vulgar  tongues^  and  are  turned  only  to  learned  tongues. 
Tlie  duty  of  it  is  of  two  natures ;  the  one  popular  ^y  which  i& 
for  the  speedy  and  perfect  attaining  languages,  as  well  for  in* 
tercourse  of  speech  as  for  understanding  of  authors ;  the  other 
philosophical,  examining  the  power  and  nature  of  words  as 
I  they  are  the  footsteps  and  prints  of  reason :  which  kind  of  ana- 
logy between  words  and  reason  is  bandied  sparsim,  brokenly, 
though  not  entirely';  and  therefore  I  cannot  report  it  deficient, 
though  I  think  it  very  worthy  to  be  reduced  into  a  science  by 
itself. 

Unto  Grammar  also  belongeth,  as  an  appendix,  the  con» 
sideration  of  the  Accidents  of  Words;  which  are  measure, 
sound,  and  elevation  or  accent,  and  the  sweetness  and  harshness 
of  them;  whence  hath  issued  some  curious  observations  in 
Rhetoric,  but  chiefly  Poesy,  as  we  consider  it  in  respect  of  the 
verse  and  not  of  the  argument:  wherein  though  men  in 
learned  tongues  do  tie  themselves  to  the  ancient  measures,  yet 
in  modern  languages  it  seemeth  to  me  as  free  to  make  new 
measures  of  verses  as  of  dances;  for  a  dance  is  a  measured 
pace,  as  a  verse  is  a  measured  speech.^  In  these  things  the* 
sense  is  better  judge  than  the  art ; 

>  in  anoiher  longtu  ed.  1605 :  tn  moihtr  tongMe  edd.  1629  and  1633.  The  trans- 
lation has  tJt  Hnguit  quibutqne  wmaevUa. 

'  In  the  translation  he  substitutes  liierarp  for  poptdar. 

*  Here  are  introduced  in  the  translation  some  interesting  remarks  on  the  suluect  of 
the  analogy  between  words  and  reason ;  in  which  it  is  worth  obserring  among  other 
things,  that  Bacon  appears  to  ha^e  changed  his  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  Csesar's 
book  De  Anahgia^  since  he  wrote  the  first  book  of  the  Advanumtnt,  See  above 
p.  31 1.  There  he  describes  it  as  <*  a  grammatical  philosophy,  wherein  he  did  labour 
to  make  this  same  vox  ad  fiaeitum  to  become  vox  ad  Ueitunh  and  to  reduce  custom 
of  speech  to  congruity  of  speech,  and  took  as  it. were  the  picture  of  words  ftoro  the 
life  of  reason.**  Here  he  says  he  has  doubted  whether  that  book  of  Csesar*s  treated  of 
such  a  grammatical  philosophy  as  he  is  speaking  of  i  but  that  he  rather  suspects  it  con- 
tained  nothing  very  high  or  subtile,  but  only  precepts  for  the  formation  of  a  chaste 
and  perfect  style,  free  ftora  vulgarity  and  affectation. 

*  This  observation  is  omitted  in  the  translation,  and  instead  we  have  a  censure  of 
the  attempts  (made  not  long  before  Bacon*s  time)  to  force  the  modem  languages  into 
the  ancient  measures ;  measures  (he  says)  which  are  incompatible  with  the  frame  of 
the  languages  themselves,  and  not  less  offensive  to  the  ear.  But  this  censure  may 
perhaps  be  considered  as  a  developement  of  the  remark  which  concludes  this  para* 
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CffiiUD  fercuht  nostne 
Mallem  conviTis  quam  placuisse  co^s : 

[the  dinner  is  to  please  the  guests  that  eat  it^  not  the  cook  that 
dresses  it]  And  of  the  servile  expressing  antiquity  in  an 
unlike  and  an  unfit  subject^  it  is  well  said^  Quod  tempore  anti" 
quum  videtur,  id  incongruUate  est  maxime  novum;  [there  is 
nothing  more  new  than  an  old  thing  that  has  ceased  to  fit]. 

For  Ciphers/  they  are  commonly  in  letters  or  alphabets^  but 
may  be  in  words.  The  kinds  of  Ciphers  (besides  the  simple 
ciphers  with  changes  and  intermixtures  of  nulls  and  non- 
significants)  are  many,  according  to  the  nature  or  rule  of  the 
infolding ;  Wheel-ciphers,  Key-ciphers,  Doubles,  &c.  But  the 
virtues  of  them,  whereby  they  are  to  be  preferred,  are  three ; 
that  they  be  not  laborious  to  vrrite  and  read ;  that  they  be 
impossible  to  decipher;  and,  in  some  cases,  that  they  be  without 
suspicion.  The  highest  degree  whereof  is  to  write  omnia  per 
omnia ;  which  is  undoubtedly  possible,  with  a  proportion  quin- 
tuple at  most  of  the  writii^  infolding  to  the  writing  infolded, 
and  no  other  restraint  whatsoever.^  This  art  of  Ciphering, 
hath  for  relative  an  art  of  Disciphering ;  by  supposition '  un- 
profitable ;  but,  as  things  are,  of  great  use.  For  suppose  that 
ciphers  were  well  managed,  there  be  multitudes  of  them  which 
exclude  the  discipherer.  But  in  regard  of  the  rawness  and  un- 
skilfulness  of  tho  hands  through  which  they  pass,  the  greatest 
matters  are  many  times  carried  in  the  weakest  ciphers. 

In  the  enumeration  of  these  private  and  retired  arts,  it  may 
be  thought  I  seek  to  make  a  great  muster-roll  of  sciences; 
naming  them  for  shew  and  ostentation,  and  to  little  other  pur- 
pose. But  let  those  which  are  skilful  in  them  judge  whether  I 
bring  them  in  only  for  appearance,  or  whether  in  that  which  I 
speak  of  them  (though  in  few  marks)  there  be  not  some  seed 

gnph,  and  which  is  alto  omitted.  Certainly  there  it  no  English  metre  which  repre- 
sents the  metrical  eflbct  of  the  VirgUian  hexameter  worse  than  the  English  hexameter 
as  people  write 'it  now:  and  if  aoy  one  would  try  to  write  it  so  as  to  represent  the 
metrical  effiect  truly,  by  attending  to  the  distinction  between  accent  and  quantity,  and 
distributing  them  aocordhag  to  the  same  laws,  be  would  find  the  truth  of  Bacon's 
remark  that  ipfm  Kngum  fabrioa  rupmii  ;  the  English  language  does  not  supply  the 
materials. 

■  In  the  De  AngmtntU  he  gives  a  specimen  of  a  cipher  by  which  this  feat  of  writing 
omMia  per  omnia  (that  is  of  conveying  any  words  you  please  under  cover  cX  any  other 
words  you  please,  provided  only  that  they  contain  not  less  than  five  times  as  many 
letters)  may  be  accomplished  \  a  cipher  invented,  be  says,  by  himself  when  he  was 
at  Paris. 

'  f.  «•  if  thhigs  were  as  they  might  be :  aUamen  prteeautume  9olnti  /Uri  po$§it 
iuuiUis, 
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of  proficience.  And  tbis  must  be  remembered^  that  as  tbere  be 
many  of  great  account  in  their  countries  and  proyinces,  which 
when  they  come  up  to  the  Seat  of  the  Estate  are  but  of  mean 
rank  and  scarcely  regarded;  so  these  arts  being  here  placed 
with  the  principal  and  supreme  sciences^  seem  petty  things; 
yet  to  such  as  have  chosen  them  to  spend  their  studies  in 
them^  they  seem  great  matters, 

%  *  For  the  Method  of  Tradition^  I  see  it  hath  moved  a  con- 
troversy in  our  time.'  But  as  in  civil  business,  if  there  be  a 
meeting  and  men  fall  at  words  there  is  commonly  an  end  of 
the  matter  for  that  time  and  no  proceeding  at  all ;  so  in  learn- 
ings where  there  is  much  controversy  there  is  many  times 
litde  inquiry.  For  this  part  of  knowledge  of  Method  seemeth 
to  me  so  weakly  enquired  as  I  shall  report  it  deficient. 

Method  hath  been  placed^  and  that  not  amiss,  in  Logic,  as  a 
part  of  Judgment:  for  as  the  doctrine  of  Syllogisms  compre- 
hendeth  the  rules  of  judgment  upon  that  which  is  invented,  so 
the  doctrine  of  Method  containeth  the  rules  of  judgment  upon 
that  which  is  to  be  delivered;  for  judgment  precedeth  De- 
livery, as  it  foUoweih  Invention.^  Neither  is  the  method  or  the 
nature  of  the  tradition  material  only  to  the  use  of  knowledge, 
but  likewise  to  the  progresdon  of  knowledge:  for  since  the 
labour  and  life  of  one  man  cannot  attain  to  perfection  of  know- 
ledge, the  wisdom  of  the  Tradition  is  that  which  inspireth  the 
felicity  of  continuance  and  proceeding.  And  therefore  the 
most  real  diversity  of  method  is  of  method  referred  to  Use, 
and  method  referred  to  Progression ;  whereof  the  one  may  be 
termed  Magistral,  and  the  other  of  Probation.^ 

The  later  whereof  seemeth  to  be  tna  deserta  et  interclnsa, 

[a  way  that  is  abandoned  and  stopped  up].    For  as  knowledges 

*  are  now  delivered,  there  is  a  kind  of  contract  of  error  between 

'  ^wt  operam  tffij  pnteipue  impenderint  — De  Aug.  The  original  edition  and  that 
of  1629baTe  •*  to  spend  their  laboon  itudles  in  them,**  —  which  to  also  the  reading  of 
the  edition  1 633,  except  that  it  has  a  comma  after  **  labours.'*  «*  Labours  and  studies  " 
b  the  reading  of  modem  editions ;  bat  I  think  It  to  more  likely  that  one  of  the  words 
was  meant  to  be  substitated  fbr  the  other. 

*  De  Aug.  tL  2. 

■  Besides  Bamus  himself  and  Carpentier,  one  of  the  principal  persons  In  thto  con- 
trorersy  was  the  Cardinal  D'Ossat,  of  whom  some  account  will  be  found  in  De  Tbou*s 
memoirs.^  /?.  L.  E. 

^  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  orlghial  has  Hvenikmt. 

'  Called  Inkiativa  In  the  translation ;  and  explained  to  mean  the  method  which 
discloses  the  inner  mysteries  of  science  ;.and  distingutohed  from  the  other  not  as  more 
secret  but  as  more  profound  >  the  one  announcing  the  resulu  of  enquiry,  the  other 
exhibiting  the  method  aiid  process  which  led  to  them. 
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the  deliverer  and  the  receiver:  for  he  that  delivereth  knowledge 
desireth  to  deliver  it  in  such  form  as  hiay  be  best  believed,  and 
not  as  may  be  best  examined ;  and  he  that  receiveth  know* 
ledge  desireth  rather  present  satisfaction  ■  than  expectant  in* 
quiry;  and  so  rather  not  to  doubt  than  not  to  err:  glory 
making  the  author  not  to  lay  open  his  weakness,  and  sloth 
making  the  disciple  not  to  know  his  strength. 

But  knowledge  that  is  delivered  as  a  thread  to  be  spun  on, 
ought  to  be  delivered  and  intimated  S  if  it  were  possible,  in  the 
same  method  wherein  it  tDtu  invented;  and  so  is  it  possible  of 
knowledge  induced.  But  in  this  same  anticipated  and  pre* 
vented  knowledge,  no  man  knoweth  how  he  came  to  the  know- 
ledge which  he  hath  obtained.  But  yet  nevertheless,  secundum 
majus  et  minus,  a  man  may  revisit  and  descend  unto  the  found- 
ations of  his  knowledge  and  consent ;  and  so  transplant  it  into 
another  as  it  grew  in  his  own  mind.  For  it  is  in  knowledges 
as  it  is  in  plants :  if  you  mean  to  use  the  plant,  it  is  no  matter 
for  the  roots ;  but  if  you  mean  to  remove  it  to  grow,  then 
it  is  more  assured  to  rest  upon  roots  than  slips.  So  the  de- 
livery of  knowledges  (as  it  is  now  used)  is  as  of  fair  bodies  of 
trees  without  the  roots ;  good  for  the  carpenter,  but  not  for  the 
I  planter;  but  if  you  will  have  sciences  grow,  it  is  less  matter 
for  the  shaft  or  body  of  the  tree,  so  you  look  well  to  the 
DfMHkodo  tal^ij^g  up  of  the  roots.  Of  which  kind  of  delivery 
ad/l^sS^  the  method  of  the  mathematiques,  in  that  subject, 
"*^"^^  hath  some  shadow  ;  but  generally  I  see  it  neither  put 
in  ure  nor  put  in  inquisition,  and  therefore  note  it  for  deficient. 

Another  diversity  of  Method  there  is,  which  hath  some  affi- 
nity with  the  former,  used  in  some  cases  by  the  discretion  of 
the  ancients,  but  disgraced  since  by  the  impostures  of  many 
vain  persons,  who  have  made  it  as  a  false  light  for  their  coim- 
terfeit  merchandises ;  and  that  is.  Enigmatical  and  Disclosed.' 

>  So  in  all  the  editions ;  but  probably  a  misprint  for  uuinuaietL  The  tmnslation 
has  ituiMtumda. 

*  In  the  translation  he  gives  it  the  additional  name  of  Tnuiiiio  Lampadis;  alluding 
to  the  transmission  of  the  lighted  torch  from  one  to  another  in  the  Greek  torch-race. 
Ste  Prefiice  to  Nov.  Org,  p.  87.  note. 

'  In  the  translation  he  calls  the  latter  exoUrica,  the  former  aeroamaiUa  ;  and  ex- 
plains that  the  affinity  between  the  aaroamatica  and  the  xniiiaHva  lies  in  this  only  — 
that  each  addresses  itself  to  a  select  audience ;  for  In  themselves  (re'  t/wa)  they  are 
opposite ;  the  initiaiiva  adopting  a  method  of  delivery  more  open  than  ordinary  ;  the 
aerottmatiea,  one  more  obscure ;  the  **  vulgar  capacities"  being  excluded  in  the  one  cMe 
by  the  necessary  subtilty  of  the  argument,  in  the  other  by  an  affected  obscurity  In 
the  exposition.  CoAceming  the  latter  method,  see  Preface  to  the  Notmm  OrgwuMm^ 
noteB.   *      ■. 
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The  pretence  whereof^  is  to  remove  the  vulgar  capacities  from        | 
being  admitted  to  the  secrets  of  knowledges,  and  to  reserve 
them  to  selected  auditors,  or  wits  of  such  sharpness  as  can 
pierce  the  veil. 

Another  diversity  of  Method,  whereof  the  consequence  is 
great,  is  the  delivery  of  knowledge  in  Aphorisms,  or  in  Me* 
thods ;  wherein  we  may  observe  that  it  hath  been  too  much 
taken  into  custom,  out  of  a  few  Axioms  or  observations  upon 
any  subject  to  make  a  solemn  and  formal  art ;  filling  it  with 
some  discourses,  and  illustrating  it  with  examples,  and  digesting 
^  it  into  a  sensible  Method ;  but  the  writing  in  Aphorisms  hath 
many  excellent  virtues,  whereto  the  writing  in  Method  doth 
not  approach. 

For  first,  it  trieth  the  writer,  whether  he  be  superficial  or 
solid :  for  Aphorisms,  except  they  should  be  ridiculous,  cannot 
be  made  but  of  the  pith  and  heart  of  sciences ;  for  discourse  of 
illustration  is  cut  oiF;  recitals  of  examples  are  cut  oiF;  dis-  * 
course  of  connexion  and  order  is  cut  ofi^;  descriptions  of  prac- 
tice are  cut  oiF;  so  there  remaineth  nothing  to  fill  the  Apho- 
risms but  some  good  quantity  of  observation :  and  therefore  no 
man  can  suffice,  nor  in  reason  will  attempt,  to  write  Apho- 
risms, but  he  that  is  sound  and  groimded*    But  in  Methods, 

Tantum  series  juncturaque  pollet, 
Tantum  de  medio  snmptis  accedit  honoris, 

[the  arrangement  and  connexion  and  joining  of  the  parts  has  so 
much  efiect,]  as  a  man  shall  make  a  great  shew  of  an  art,  which 
if  it  were  disjointed  would  come  to  little.  Secondly,  Methods 
are  more  fit  to  win  consent  or  belief,  but  less  fit  to  point  to  ac- 
tion ;  for  they  carry  a  kind  of  demonstration  in  orb  or  circle, 
one  part  illuminating  another,  and  therefore  satisfy ;  but  par- 
ticulars, being  dispersed,  do  best  agree  with  dispersed  directions. 
And  lastly.  Aphorisms,  representing  a  knowledge  broken,  do 
•  invite  men  to  enquire  farther;  whereas  Methods,  carrying  the 
shew  of  a  total,  do  secure  men,  as  if  they  were  at  furthest 

Another  diversity  of  Method,  which  is  likewise  of  ^reat 
weight,  is  the  handling  of  knowledge  by  Assertions  and  their 
Proofs,  or  by  Questions  and  their  Determinations ,-  the  latter 
kind  whereof,  if  it  be  immoderately  followed,  is  as  prejudi- 
cial to  the  proceeding  of  learning,  as  it  is  to  the  proceeding 

1  t.  e.  of  the  enigmatical  method.  ^ 
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of  aa  army  to  go  about  to  besiege  every  little  fort  or  hold. 
For  if  the  field  be  kept  and  the  sum  of  the  enterprise  pursued, 
those  smaller  things  will  come  in  of  themselves:  indeed^  a 
man  would  not  leave  some  important  piece  enemy  at  his  back. 
In  like  nianner,  the  use  of  confutation  in  the  delivery  of 
sciences  ought  to  be  very  sparing;  and  to  serve  to  remove 
Btrong  preoccupations  and  prejudgments,  and  not  to  minister 
and  excite  disputations  and  doubts. 

Another  diversity  of  Methods  is  according  to  the  subfect  or 
matter  which  is  handled ;  for  there  is  a  great  difference  in  de* 
livery  of  the  Mathematics,  which  are  the  most  abstracted  of 
knowledges,  and  Policy,  which  is  the  most  immersed:  and 
howsoever  contention  hath  been  moved  touching  an  uniformity 
of  method  in  multiformity  of  matter,  yet  we  see  how  that 
opinion,  besides  the  weakness  of  it,  hath  been  of  ill  desert 
towards  learning,  as  that  which  taketh  the  way  to  reduce 
learning  to  certain  empty  and  barren  generalities ;  being  but  the 
very  husks  and  shells  of  sciences,  all  the  kernel  being  forced 
out  and  expulsed  with  the  torture  and  press  of  the  method'; 
and  therefore  as  I  did  allow  well  of  particular  Topics  for  inven- 
tion, so  I  do  allow  likewise  of  particular  Methods  of  tradition. 

Another  diversity  of  judgment'  in  the  delivery  and  teaching 
of  knowledge  is  according  unto  the  light  and  presuppositions 
of  that  which  is  delivered;  for  that  knowledge  which  is  new 
and  foreign  from  opinions  received,  is  to  be  delivered  in  another 
form  than  that  that  is  agreeable  ^  and  familiar ;  and  therefore 
Aristotle,  when  he  thinks  to  tax  Democritus,  doth  in  truth 
commend  him,  where  he  saith.  If  we  shall  indeed  dispute,  and 
not  follow  after  similitudes,  &c  For  those  whose  conceits  are 
seated  in  popular  opinions,  need  only  but  to  prove  or  dispute ; 
but  those  whose  conceits  are  beyond  popular  opinions,  have  a 
double  labour ;  the  one  to  make  themselves  conceived,  and  the 
other  to  prove  and  demonstrate ;  so  that  it  is  of  necessity  with 

>  t.  «.  '*  although  indeed : "  {iBud  tamen  i^ficitu  nan  iveritn,  8cc. ) 

'  This  observation  is  Introduced  In  the  translation  at  the  beginning  of  the  chapter, 
and  applied  particularly  to  the  method  of  diehoiomies ;  which  are  not  mentioned,  I 
think,  bjT  name  in  the  Adoanctmtnt, 

'  i.e.  a  diversity  of  method  to  be  used  with  judgment  (Sequitur  aliud  methodi 
diaerimen  in  tradendU  teientiia  cum  judicio  adhibendum,)  This  may  perhaps  be  an 
error  of  the  press  or  of  the  transcriber,  some  words  having  accidentally  dropped  out. 
It  may  however  be  merely  an  effect  of  hasty  composition,  of  which  there  are  many 
evidences  In  this  part  of  the  work. 

^  t.  e.  in  accordance  with  received  opinions.  ( Opinionibu*  Jam  pridem  imbibitU  ct 
rteeptU  affinis,) 
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them  to  have  recourse  to  similitudes  and  translations  to  express 
themselves.  And  therefore  in  the  infancy  of  learning,  and  in 
rude  times,  when  those  conceits  which  are  now  trivial  were 
then  new,  the  world  was  full  of  Parables  and  Similitudes ;  for 
else  would  men  either  haye  passed  over  without  mark  or  else 
rejected  for  paradoxes  that  which  was  oflfered^  before  thej 
had  understood  or  judged.  So  in  divine  learning  we  see  how 
frequent  Parables  and  Tropes  are^:  for  it  is  a  rule,  That 
whatsoever  science  is  not  consonant  to  presuppositions^  must  pray 
in  aid  of  similitudes. 

There  be  also  other  dive»ities  of  Methods,  vulgar  and  re* 
ceived ;  as  that  of  Resolution  or  Analysis,  of  Constitution  or 
Systasis,  of  Concealment  or  Cryptic  ^  &c.  which  I  do  allow 
well  of;  though  I  have  stood  upon  those  which  are  least  handled 
and  observed.  All  which  I  have  remembered  to  this  Deprudenua 
purpose,  because  I  would  erect  and  constitute  one  ^'^"**''' 
general  inquiry,  which  seems  to  me  deficient^  touching  the 
Wisdom  of  Tradition. 

But  unto  this  part  of  knowledge  concerning  Method  doth 
further  belong  not  only  the  Architecture  of  the  whole  frame  of 
a  work,  but  also  the  seyeral  beams  and  columns  thereof;  not 
as  to  their  stuff,  but  as  to  their  quantity  and  figure;  and 
therefore  Method  considereth  not  only  the  disposition  of  the 
Argument  or  Subject,  but  likewise  the  Propositions;  not  as  to 
their  truth  or  matter,  but  as  to  tikeir  limitation  and  manner. 
For  herein  Bamus  merited  better  a  great  deal  in  reviving  the 
good  rules  of  Propositions,  Kod^Xov  nrpSnov^  teara  iravr/?,  &c.' 
than  he  did  in  introducing  the  canker  of  Epitomes^ ;  and  yet 
(as  it  is  the  condition  of  himian  things  that,  according  to  the 
ancient  fables.  The  most  precious  things  have  the  most  pernicious 
keepers;)  it  was  so,  that  the  attempt  of  the  one  made  him  fall 
upon  the  other.^  For  he  had  need  be  well  conducted  that 
should  design  to  make  Axioms  convertAle,  if  he  make  them  not 
withal  circular,  and  non^promovent,  or  incurring  into  themselves : 
but  yet  the  intention  was  excellent. 

■  This  allusion  to  dlvlue  learning  is  omitted  in  the  translation. 

*  In  the  translation  he  adds  Dimretica  and  Homerica,  and  observes  that  he  does  not 
dwell  upon  these  because  they  have  been  rightly  invented  and  distriboted. 

*  That  they  should  be  true  generally,  primarily,  and  essentially. -~  R,L>  B. 

4  Instead  of  <*  the  canker  of  Epitoroes,**  the  translation  substitutes  **  his  peculiar 
method  and  dichotomies." 

*  The  attempt  to  amend  propositions  cast  him  upon  those  epitomes  and  shallows 
of  knowledge,  as  they  are  called  in  the  translatUin  -« epUonuu  U&u  ti  idmUiamm 
iif»//fi, 
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The  other  considerations  of  Method  concerning  Propositions 
are  chiefly  touching  the  utmost  propositions^  which  limit  the 
dimensions  of  sciences ;  for  every  knowledge  may  be  fitly  said, 
besides  the  profundity,  (which  is  the  truth  and  substance  of  it, 
that  makes  it  solid,)  to  have  a  longitude  and  a  latitude;  ac- 
counting the  latitude  towards  other  sciences,  and  the  longitude 
towards  action;  that  is,  from  the  greatest  generality  to  the 
most  particular  precept:  the  one  giveth  rule  how  far  one 
knowledge  ought  to  intermeddle  within  the  province  of  another, 
which  is  the  rule  they  call  KaOavro  ^ ;  the  other  ^veth  rule 
iinto  what  degree  of  particularity  a  knowledge  should  descend: 
which  latter  I  find  passed  over  in  silence,  being  in  my  judg^ 
ment  the  more  material ;  for  certainly  there  must  be  somewhat 
left  to  practice  ' ;  but  how  much  is  worthy  tiie  inquiry.  We 
see  remote  and  superficial  generalities  do  but  offer  knowledge 
to  scorn  of  practical  men ;  and  are  no  more  aiding  to  practice, 
than  an  Ortelins'  universal  map  is  to  direct  the  way  between 
London  and  York.  The  better  sort  of  rules  have  been  not 
unfitly  compared  to  glasses  of  steel  unpolished,  where  you  may 
see  the  images  of  things,  but  first  they  must  be  filed :  so  the 
rules  will  help,  if  they  be  laboured  and  polished  by  practice. 
j^iproAKv  But  how  chrystaUine  they  may  be  made  at  the  first, 
Axiomaimm.  and  how  far  forth  they  may  be  polished  aforehand,  is 
the  question ;  the  inquiry  whereof  seemeth  to  me  deficient. 
.  There  hath  been  also  laboured  and  put  in  practice  a  method, 
which  is  not  a  lawful  method,  but  a  method  of  imposture ; 
which  is  to  deliver  knowledges  in  such  manner,  as  men  may 
speedily  come  to  make  a  shew  of  learning  who  have  it  not: 
such  was  the  travail  of  Raymundus  Lullius,  in  making  that  art 
which  bears  his  name ;  not  unlike  to  some  books  of  Typocosmy 
which  have  been  made  since;  being  nothing  but  a  mass  of 
words  of  all  arts,  to  give  men  countenance  that  those  which 
use  the  terms  might  be  thought  to  understand  the  art;  which 
collections  are  much  like  a  fripper's  or  broker's  shop,  tiiat  hath 
ends  of  every  thing,  but  notiiing  of  worth. 

1"  •  Now  we  descend  to  that  part  which  concemeth  the  Illus- 

*  This  Is  omitted  in  the  translattoD.  «  The  rale  they  call  Ko^ftinr^**  Is  the  rale 
that  propoeltloiis  should  be  true  etttiUially. 

'  For  we  must  not  fkll  Into  the  error  of  Antoninus  Pius  (he  adds  in  the  tnws- 
Istlon)  —to  become  Cpmni  Seetoru,  multiplying  divisions  to  the  last  degree  of  mi- 
nnteness. 

*  De  Aug.  vi.  3. 
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tration  of  Tradition,  comprehended  in  that  science  which  we 
call  Bhetoric,  or  Artjof  Eloquence ;  a  science  excellent,  and 
excellently  well  laboured.  For  although  in  true  value  it  is 
inferior  to  wisdom,  as  it  is  said  by  God  to  Moses,  when  he 
disabled  himself  for  want  of  this  faculty,  Aaron  shall  be  thy 
speaker,  and  thou  shalt  be  to  him  as  God;  yet  with  people  it  is 
the  more  mighty :  for  so  Salomon  saith.  Sapiens  corde  appella* 
bitur  prudensy  sed  dulcis  eloquio  majora  reperiet,  [the  wise  in 
heart  shall  be  called  prudent,  but  he  that  is  sweet  of  speech 
shall  compass  greater  things ;]  signifying  that  profoundness  of 
wisdom  will  help  a  man  to  a  name  or  admiration,  but  that  it  is 
eloquence  that  prevaileth  in  an  active  life.  And  as  to  the 
labouring  of  it,  the  emulation  of  Aristotlci  with  the  rhetoricians 
of  his  time,  and  the  experience  of  Cicero,  hath  made  them  in 
their  works  of  Rhetorics  exceed  themselves.  Again,  the  excel- 
lency of  examples  of  eloquence  in  the  orations  of  Demosthenes 
and  Cicero,  added  to  the  perfection  of  the  precepts  of  elo- 
quence, hath  doubled  the  progression  in  this  art;  and  therefore 
the  deficiences  which  I  shall  note  wUl  rather  be  in  some  collec- 
tions which  may  as  handmaids  attend  the  art,  than  in  the  rules 
or  use  of  the  art  itself. 

Notwithstanding,  to  stir  the  earth  a  little  about  the  roots  of 
this  science,  as  we  have  done  of  the  rest :  The  duty  and  o£Bce 
'  of  Bhetoric  is  to  apply  Reason  to  Imagination  ^  for  the  better 
moving  of  the  wilL  For  we  see  Reason  is  disturbed  in  the 
administration  thereof  by  three  means;  by  Illaqueation  or  So- 
phism, which  pertains  to  Lo^c;  by  Imagination  or  Impres- 
sion ',  which  pertains  to  Rhetoric ;  and  by  Passion  or  Affection, 
which  pertains  to  Morality.'  And  as  in  negotiation  with  others 
men  are  wrought  by  cunning,  by  importunity,  and  by  vehe- 
mency ;  so  in  this  negotiation  within  ourselves  men  are  under- 
mined by  Inconsequences,  solicited  and  importuned  by  Impres- 
sions or  Observations,  and  transported  by  Passions.  Neither  is 
the  nature  of  man  so  unfortunately  built,  as  that  those  powers 
and  arts  should  have  force  to  disturb  reason,  and  not  to  esta- 
blish and  advance  it:  for  the  end  of  Logic  is  to  teach  a  form 
vof  argument  to  secure  reason,  and  not  to  entrap  it;  the  end  of 

■  Rhetoric  being  to  the  Imagination  what  Logic  is  to  the  Understanding. — De  Aug. 
*  In   the   translation  he  substitutes  ptr  prtuHgiat  vtrborum;  false  impressions 
produced  by  words  on  the  imagination. 
'  I.  e,  moral  philosophy.  (Eihica.) 
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Morality  is  to  procure  the  afFections  to  obey  ^  reason^  and  not 
to  invade  it ;  the  end  of  Rhetoric  is  to  fill  the  imagination  to 
second  reason,  and  not  to  oppress  it:  for  these  abuses  of  arts 
come  in  but  ex  obliquo,  for  caution. 

And  therefore  it  was  great  injustice  in  Plato,  though  spring- 
ing out  of  a  just  hatred  of  the  rhetoricians  of  his  time,  to  esteem 
of  Rhetoric  but  as  a  voluptuary  art,  resembling  it  to  cookery, 
that  did  mar  wholesome  meats,  and  help  unwholesome  by 
variety  of  sauces  to  the  pleasure  of  the  taste,  ^-^or  we  see  that 
speech  is  much  more  conversant  in  adorning  that  which  is  good 
than  in  colouring  that  which  is  evil ;  for  there  is  no  man  but 
speaketh  more  honestly  than  he  can  do  or  think :  and  it  was 
excellently  noted  by  Thucydides  in  Cleon ',  that  because  he 
used  to  hold  on  the  bad  side  in  causes  of  estate,  therefore  he 
was  ever  inveighing  against  eloquence  and  good  speech ;  know- 
ing that  no  man  can  speak  fair  of  courses  sordid  and  base.  And 
therefore  as  Plato  said  elegantly,  TTiat  virtue,  if  she  could  be 
seen,  would  move  great  love  and  affection ;  so  seeing  that  she 
^^  cannot  be  shewed  to  the  Sense  by  corporal  shape,  the  next 

degree  is  to  shew  her  to  the  Imagination  in  lively  representa* 
/  tion :  for  to  shew  her  to  Reason  only  in  subtilty  of  argument, 
was  a  thing  ever  derided  in  Chrysippus  and  many  of  the  Stoics; 
who  thought  to  thrust  virtue  upon  men  by  sharp  disputations 
and  conclusions,  which  have  no  sympathy  with  the  will  of  man. 

Again,  if  the  affections  in  themselves  were  pliant  and  obedient 
to  reason,  it  were  true  there  should  be  no  great  use  of  per- 
suasions and  insinuations  to  the  will,  more  than  of  naked  pro- 
position and  proofs ;  but  in  regard  of  the  continual  mutinies 
and  seditions  of  the  affections. 

Video  meliora,  proboque ; 
Deteriora  sequor : 

[whereby  they  who  not  only  see  the  better  course,  but  approve 
it  also,  nevertheless  follow  the  worse,]  reason  would  become 
captive  and  servile,  if  Eloquence  of  Persuasions  did  not  practise 
and  win  the  Imagination  from  the  Affection's  part,  and  contract 
a  confederacy  between  the  Reason  and  Imagination  against 
the  Affections.    For  the  affections  themselves  carry  ever  an  ap- 

^  1  In  the  translation  he  says  ut  rofioni  militent ;  to  fight  on  the  side  of  reason. 

*  In  the  translation  he  says,  more  correctly,  **  it  was  noted  by  Thucj-dides  at  a  een- 
sure  patsed  vpon  Cleon  *^  (tale  quidpiam  solitum  fuUee  objiei  Cleoni)',  for  the  obser* 
vation  is  made  by  Dlodotus  In  his  answer  to  Cieoii's  speech,  lii.  42. 
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petite  to  good,  as  reason  doth ;  the  difference  is,  that  ihe  affec- 
tion beholdeth  merely  the  present;  reason  beholdeth  the  future 
and  sum  of  time;  and  therefore  the  present  filling  the  imagi- 
nation more,  reason  is  commonly  vanquished;  but  after  that 
force  of  eloquence  and  persuasion  hath  made  things  future  and 
remote  appear  as  present,  then  upon  the  revolt  of  the  imaginar 
tion  reason  preyaileth. 

We  conclude  therefore,  that  Rhetoric  can  be  no  more 
charged  with  the  colouring  of  the  worse  part,  ilian  Logic  with 
Sophistry,  or  Morality  with  Vice.^  For  we  know  the  doctrines 
of  contraries  are  the  same,  though  the  use  be  opposite.  It  ap- 
^peareth  also  that  Logic  differeth  from  Rhetoric,  not  only  as  the 
I  fist  from  the  palm,  the  one  close  the  other  at  large ;  but  much 
more  in  this,  that  L(^c  handleth  reason  exact  and  in  truth, 
and  Rhetoric  handleth  it  as  it  is  planted  in  popular  opinions 
and  manners.  And  therefore  Aristotle  doth  wisely  place  Rhe- 
toric as  between  Logic  on  the  one  side  and  moral  or  civil 
knowledge  on  the  other,  as  participating  of  both :  for  the  proofs 
and  demonstrations  of  Logic  are  toward  all  men  indifferent  and 
the  same ;  but  the  proofs  and  persuasions  of  Rhetoric  ought  to 
differ  according  to  the  auditors : 

Orpheus  in  sylvis,  inter  delphinas  Arion : 

[lx>  be  in  the  woods  an  Orpheus,  among  llie  dolphins  an  Arion :] 
which  application,  in  perfection  of  idea,  ought  to  extend  so  far, 
that  if  a  man  should  speak  of  the  same  thing  to  several  per- 
sons, he  should  speak  to  them  all  respectively  and  several  ways: 
though  this  politic  part  of  eloquence  in  private  speech  it  is  easy 
for  the  greatest  orators  to  want,  whilst  by  the  observing  their 
well-graced  forms  of  speech  they  leese  the  volu-  Deprwknaa 
biHty  of  appUcation:  and  therefore  it  shaU  not  be  Ssr"**^" 
amiss  to  recommend  this  to  better  inquiry ' ;  not  being  curi- 
ous whether  we  place  it  here,  or  in  that  part  which  concem- 
eth  policy. 

*  The  last  datue  Is  omitted  in  the  translation.  I  do  not  know  nYxj.  For  ac- 
cording to  Bacon's  doctrine,  expounded  originally  In  the  Meditationu  Saerts  upon  the 
text  non  aecipU  MtuUna  verba  prudeniia  ntti  ea  dixeriM  qtuB  vtnaniur  in  eorde  911s, 
and  repeated  here  a  little  ftirther  on,  —  namely,  that  a  man  can  neither  protect  his 
own  virtue  against  evil  arts,  nor  reclaim  others  from  vice,  without  the  help  of  the 
knowledge  of  evil,  —  Morality  has  a  relation  to  Vice  exactly  corresponding  with  that 
of  Logic  to  Sophistry ;  unless  it  be  maintained  that  the  Lof^cian  ought  to  be  prepared 
to  practice  Sophistry  as  welt  as  to  detect  and  defeat  it. 

'  Being  a  thing  which  the  more  it  is  considered  the  more  it  will  be  valued  {rem 
certe  qnttm  quo  atUnHtu  quU  recogUety  eo  pbtrie  faciei). 
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Now  therefore  will  I  descend  to  the  deficiences^  which  (as  I 
said)  are  but  attendances  ^ :  and  first,  I  do  not  find  the  wisdom 
and  diligence  of  Aristotle  well  pursued,  who  began  to  make  a 
coioret  btmiet  coUcction  of  the  popular  signs  and  colours  of  good  and 
eteamparati.  ewly  botk  Simple  and  Comparative,  which  are  as  the 
Sophisms  of  Rhetoric  (as  I  touched  before).   For  example : 

80PHI8HA« 
Quod  laudator,  bonum :  quod  yitaperatnr,  malam. 

BBDABQUTIO. 

Laudat  yenales  qui  yult  eztrudere  meroes. 
Malum  eat,  malum  eat,  inquit  emptor :  aed  cum  receaaerit,  torn  gloriabitur.* 

The  defects  in  the  labour  of  Aristotle  are  three :  one,  that 
there  be  but  a  few  of  many ;  another,  that  their  Elenches  are 
not  annexed ' :  and  the  third,  that  he  conceived  but  a  part  of 
the  use  of  them :  for  their  use  is  not  only  in  probation,  but 
much  more  in  impression.  For  many  forms  are  equal  in  signi- 
fication which  are  differing  in  impression ;  as  the  difference  is 
great  in  the  piercing  of  that  which  is  sharp  and  that  which  is 
flat,  though  the  strength  of  the  percussion  be  the  same;  for 
there  is  no  man  but  will  be  a  little  more  raised  by  hearing  it 
said.  Your  enemies  will  be  glad  of  t/iis :  * 

Hop  Ithacus  yelit,  et  magno  mercentnr  Atridn : 

than  by  hearing  it  said  only.  This  is  evil  for  you. 

Secondly,  I  do  resume  also  that  which  I  mentioned  before 
touching  Provision  or  Preparatory  store  for  the  furniture  of 
speech  and  readiness  of  invention ;  which  appeareth  to  be  of 
two  sQrts ;  the  one  in  resemblance  to  a  shop  of  pieces  unmade 
up,  the  other  to  a  shop  of  things  ready  made  up;  both  to 
be  applied  to  that  which  is  frequent  and  most  in  request: 

>  and  which  are  all  of  the  nature  of  collections  for  store  (jpertinent  omnia  a4  prom* 
ptuariam). 

,    *  Sophism. — That  which  people  praise  is  good,  that  which  they  blame  Is  bad. 
ELENCHi.-.He  praises  his  wares  who  wants  to  get  them  off  bis  hands. 
It  is  naught,  it  is  naught,  sayth  the  buyer ;  but  when  he  Is  gone  he  will  vaunt 

*  In  the  translation,  instead  of  the  single  example  given  above,  he  Inserts  a  col- 
lection of  twelve,  by  way  of  specimen ;  each  having  the  elenche  annexed  and  com- 
pletely explained.  This  collection  is  a  translation,  with  corrections  and  additions,  of 
the  English  tract  entitled  **  Colours  of  Good  and  Evil,**  which  was  printed  along  with 
the  Essays  In  1697,  and  will  be  found  In  this  edition  among  the  literary  worio. 
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tlie  former  of  these  I  will    call    Antitheta,  and  the  latter 
FormulcB, 

Antiiheta  are  Theses  argued  pro  et  contra  ;  wherein  men  may 
be  more  large  and  laborious :  but  (in  such  as  are  able  to  Amuketa 
do  it)  to  avoid  prolixity  of  entry,  I  wish  the  seeds  of  ^''**'- 
the  several  arguments  to  be  cast  up  into  some  brief  and  acute 
sentences;  not  to  be  cited,  but  to  be  as  skeins  or  bottoms  of 
thread,  to  be  unwinded  at  large  when  they  come  to  be  used ; 
supplying  authorities  and  examples  by  reference. 

PBO  VERBIS  LEGIS. 

Non  est  interpretatio,  sed  divlnatio,  quie  recedit  a  literft. 
Cum  receditur  a  literft,  judex  transit  in  legislatorem. 

PBO  SENTENTIA  LEOIS. 

Ex  omnibus  verbu  est  eliciendus  sensus  qui  interpretatur  siigula.^ 

FormuhB  are  but  decent  and  apt  passages  or  conveyances 
of  speech^  which  may  serve  indifferently  for  differing  subjects ; 
as  of  preface,  conclusion,  digression,  transition,  excusation,  &c. 
For  as  in  buildings  there  is  great  pleasure  and  use  in  the  well- 
casting  of  the  stair-cases,  entries,  doors,  windows,  and  the  like ; 
so  in  speech  the  conveyances  and  passages  are  of  special  orna- 
ment and  effect. 

A  CONCLUSION  IN  A  DELIBEBATIVE. 

So  may  we  redeem  the  faults  passed,  and  prevent  the  inconveniences  future. 

%  '  There  remain  two  appendices  touching  the  tradition  of 
knowledge,  the  one  Critical,  the  other  PedanticaL^  For  all 
knowledge  is  either  delivered  by  teachers,  or  attiuned  by  men^s 
proper  endeavours :  and  therefore  as  the  principal  part  of  tradi- 


>  For  thi  Wobds  or  thx  Law*  ^  Interpretation  which  departs  from  the  letter,  is 
not  Interpretation  but  divination. 

'When  the  letter  Is  departed  from  the  Judge  becomes  the  Lawgiver. 

Foa  THX  Imtkntiom  or  tbi  Law. — ^The  sense  according  to  which  each  word  is  to 
be  interpreted  must  be  collected  from  all  the  words  together. 

Of  these  antUhOa  a  hirge  collection  will  be  fouad  in  the  2>s  AugmenHi^  set  forth  by 
way  of  specimen  in  the  manner  here  recommended.    . 

*  Of  these  formulm — or  formuim  minoret  as  he  afterwards  called  them  —  three  other 
examples  are  given  in  the  De  Augmentu,  all  ftt>m  Cicero.  Bacon's  own  speeches  and 
narrative  writings  would  supply  many  very  good  ones. 

'  pe  Aug.  vi  4. 

«  i%8(iff.^ca,  in  the  translation. 
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tion  of  knowledge  conceraeth  chiefly  writing  ^  of  books,  so 
the  relative  part  hereof  concerneth  reading  of  books.  Where- 
unto  appertain  incidentlj  these  considerations.  The  first  is 
concerning  the  true  correction  and  edition  of  authors ;  wherein 
nevertheless  rash  diligence  hath  done  great  prejudice.  For 
these  critics  have  often  presumed  that  that  which  they  under- 
stand not  is  false  set  down:  as  the  Priest  that  where  he  found 
it  written  of  St  Paul,  Demissus  est  per  sportam,  [he  was  let 
down  in  a  basket,]  mended  his  book,  and  made  it  Demissus  est 
per portaniy  [he  was  let  out  by  the  gate;]  because  sporta  was 
an  hard  word,  and  out  of  his  reading  ' ;  and  surely  their  errors, 
though  they  be  not  so  palpable  and  ridiculous,  are  yet  of  the 
same  kind.  And  therefore  as  it  hath  been  wisely  noted,  the 
most  corrected  copies  are  conunonly  the  least  correct 

The  second  is  concerning  the  exposition  and  explication  of 
authors,  which  resteth  in  annotations  and  commentaries; 
wherein  it  is  over  usual  to  blanch  the  obscure  places,  and  dis- 
course upon  the  plam. 

The  third  is  concerning  the  times,  which  in  many  cases  give 
great  light  to  true  interpretations.' 

The  fourth  is  concerning  some  brief  censure  and  judgment  of 
the  authors ;  that  men  thereby  may  make  some  election  unto 
themselves  what  books  to  read. 

And  the  fifth  is  concerning  tiie  syntax  and  disposition  of 

*  tM  vfTxHng^  in  the  original ;  and  also  in  the  editions  1629  and  1633.  The  trans- 
lation has  j»  Uetione  librorum  eonsittit. 

'  For  this  illustration,  which  as  reflecting  upon  a  Priest  might  have  been  olTenslve 
at  Rome,  another  is  substituted  in  the  De  Ati^mentU,  which  is  '*  not  so  palpable  and 
ridiculous.**  A  striking  Instance  of  the  same  kind  occurs  in  two  recent  editions  of 
this  very  work.  In  an  edition  of  the  Advancement  of  Learning^  published  by  J.  W. 
Parker  in  1852,  Orotiui  is  substituted  for  Oton'ut  In  the  passage  (p.  263.),  **Then  grew 
the  flowing  and  Watery  vein  of  Osorius,  the  Portugal  Bishop,  to  be  in  price ;  **  with  the 
following  note :  <*  All  the  editions  liave  0«on'i«,  which  however  must  be  a  mere  mis- 
print He  was  not  a  Portuguese,  but  a  Spaniard,  bom  at  Tarragona,  nor  indeed  ever 
a  bishop.  He  was  sent  by  St  Augustine  on  a'  mission  to  Jerusalem,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  died  in  AfHca  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  fifth  century.'*  In  the  following  year 
Mr.  H.  Bohn  published  a  translation  of  the  De  AugmentU,  which  is  little  more  than 
a  reprint  of  Shaw*s  translation,  revised  and  edited  by  Mr.  Joseph  Devey.  In  this 
edition  Orotius  is  silently  substituted  for  Osorius  in  the  same  passage,  with  this  note : 
<*  Neither  a  Portuguese,  nor  a  bishop,  but  a  Spanish  monk  bom  at  Tarragona,  and 
sent  by  St.  Augustine  on  a  mission  to  Jerusalem  in  the  commencement  of  the  fifth 
century."  The  mistake  is  the  more  remarkable  because  the  passage  In  Bacon  refers 
obviously  and  unmistakably  to  the  period  of  the  Reformation. 

■  This  point  Is  omitted  In  the  translation,  except  in  so  far  as  it  is  involved  in  an 
observation  which  is  added  under  the  next  head  —  vlx.  that  editors  besides  giving 
<*  some  brief  censure  and  judgment  of  their  authors'*  should  compare  them  with  other 
writers  on  the  same  sulqects.  But  I  am  indined  to  suspect  that  the  omluion  wa 
accidental ;  for  the  truth  is,  that  without  constant  reference  to  the  times  and  drcum- 
stances  in  which  he  wrote  hardly  any  author  can  be  properly  understood. 
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studies;  that  men  may  know  in  what  order  or  pursuit  to 
read.^ 

For  Pedantical  knowledge,  it  containeth  that  difference  of 
Tradition  which  is  proper  for  youth;  whereunto  appertain 
divers  considerations  of  great  fruit. 

As  first,  the  timing  and  seasoning  of  knowledges ;  as  with 
what  to  initiate  them,  and  from  what  for  a  time  to  refrain  them. 

Secondly,  the  consideration  where  to  begin  with  the  easiest 
and  so  proceed  to  the  more  difficult ;  and  in  what  courses  ^  to 
press  the  more  difficult  and  then  to  turn  them  to  the  more 
easy :  for  it  is  one  method  to  practise  swimming  with  bladders, 
and  another  to  practise  dancing  with  heavy  shoes. 

A  third  is  the  application  of  learning  according  unto  the 
propriety  of  the  wits  ;  for  there  is  no  defect  in  the  faculties 
intellectual  but  seemeth  to  have  a  proper  cure  contained  in 
some  studies :  as  for  example,  if  a  child  be  bird-witted,  that  is, 
hath  not  the  faculty  of  attention,  the  Mathematics  giveth  a 
remedy  thereunto ;  for  in  them,  if  the  wit  be  caught  away  but 
a  moment,  one  is  new  to  begin.  And  as  sciences  have  a  pro- 
priety towards  feculties  for  cure  and  help,  so  faculties  or  powers 
have  a  sympathy  towards  sciences  for  excellency  or  speedy 
profiting ;  and  therefore  it  is  an  inquiry  of  great  wisdom,  what 
kinds  of  wits  and  natures  are  most  apt  and  proper  for  what 
sciences. 

Fourthly,  the  ordering  of  exercises  is  matter  of  great  conse- 
quence to  hurt  or  help;  for  as  is  well  observed  by  Cicero, 
men  in  exercising  their  faculties,  if  they  be  not  well  advised, 
do  exercise  their  faults  and  get  ill  habits  as  well  as  good ;  so 
as  there  is  a  great  judgment  to  be  had  in  the  continuance  and 
intermission  of  exercises.  It  were  too  long  to  particularise  a 
number  of  other  consideratioDs  of  this  nature,  things  but  of 
mean  appearance,  but  of  singular  efficacy.  For  as  the  wrong- 
ing or  cherishing  of  seeds  or  young  plants  is  that  that  is  most 
important  to  their  thriving ;  and  as  it  was  noted  that  the  first 
six  kings  being  in  truth  as  tutors  of  the  state  of  Bome  in  the 
infancy  thereof,  was  the  principal  cause  of  the  immense  great- 
ness of  that  state  which  followed :  so  the  culture  and  man- 

>  This  point  is  alto  omitted  in  the  translation ;  perhaps  as  Included  in  the  **  censure 
and  judgment;  **  which  (be  adds)  is  as  it  were  the  Critic's  chair ;  an  office  ennobled 
in  his  time  by  some  great  men,  maj^re*  eerie  noetro  judieio  quam  pro  modulo  critic 
eorum^  —  men  above  the  stature  of  critics. 

'  So  all  the  editions  :  probably  a  misprint  ft^  eases. 
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urance  of  minde  in  youth  haih  such  a  forcible  (though  unseen) 
operation,  as  hardly  any  length  of  time  or  contention  of  labour 
can  countervail  it  afterwards.  And  it  is  not  amiss  to  observe 
also  how  small  and  mean  faculties  gotten  by  education,  yet 
when  they  fall  into  great  men  or  great  matters,  do  work  great 
and  important  effects ;  whereof  we  see  a  notable  example  in 
Tacitus  of  two  stage-players,  Percennius  and  Vibulenus,  who 
by  their  faculty  of  playing  put  the  Pannonian  armies  into  an 
extreme  tumult  and  combustion.  For  there  arising  a  mutiny 
amongst  them  upon  the  death  of  Augustus  Caesar,  Blaesus  the 
lieutenant  had  conunitted  some  of  the  mutlners ;  which  were 
suddenly  rescued;  whereupon  Vibulenus  got  to  be  heard 
speak,  which  he  did  in  this  manner :  —  These  poor  innocent 
wretcheSy  appointed  to  cruel  deaih,  you  have  restored  to  behold  the 
light.  But  who  shall  restore  my  brother  to  me,  or  life  unto  my 
brother  f  that  was  sent  hither  in  message  from  the  legions  of 
Germany  to  treat  of  the  common  cause,  and  he  haih  murdered 
him  this  last  night  by  some  of  his  fencers  and  ruffians,  thai  lie 
haih  about  him  for  his  executioners  upon  soldiers.  Answer, 
BlcBSUs,  what  is  done  with  his  body  f  The  mortalest  enemies  do 
not  deny  burial.  When  I  have  performed  my  last  duties  to  the 
corpse  with  kisses,  with  tears,  command  me  to  be  slain  besides 
him  ;  so  that  these  my  fellows,  for  our  good  meaning  and  our 
true  hearts  to  the  legions,  may  have  leave  to  bury  us,^     With 

*  The  last  clause  does  not  give  the  exact  meaning  of  the  original,  from  which  it  may 
seem  that  Bacon  was  reporting  the  speech  from  memory ;  unless  it  be  that  a  line 
has  accidentally  dropped  out  By  inserting  after  **  fellows  **  the  words  '*  seeing  us  put 
to  death  fbr  no  crime,  but  only  for/'  &c.  the  sense  would  be  represented  with  sufficient 
accuracy. 

In  the  translation,  this  passage  relating  to  "  Pedantical  knowledge,** —  that  is  the 
knowledge  which  concerns  the  instruction  of  youth,  —  Is  considerably  enlarged,  and 
a  distinct  opinion  is  expressed  upon  many  of  Uie  points  which  are  here  only  noticed 
as  worthy  of  enquiry.  He  b  'gins  by  recommending  the  schools  of  the  Jesuits  as  the 
best  model,  —  an  opinion  which  he  had  already  intimated  in  the  first  book  of  the 
Advancement.  He  approves  of  a  collegiate  education  both  for  boys  and  young  men, 
as  distinguished  fh>m  a  private  education  under  masters.  He  wishes  compendiums  to 
be  avoided,  and  the  system  which,  aiming  at  precocity,  produces  overconfldenoe  and 
a  mere  shew  of  proficiency.  He  would  encourage  Independence  of  mind,  and  if  any 
one  shews  a  taste  for  studies  which  lie  out  of  the  regular  course,  and  can  find  time  to 
pursue  them,  he  would  by  no  means  have  him  restrained.  Of  the  two  methods 
mentioned  in  the  text,  one  beginning  with  the  easiest  tasks,  the  other  with  the 
most  difficult,  he  recommends  a  judicious  intermixture,  as  host  for  the  advancement 
of  the  powers  both  of  mind  and  body.  With  regard  to  the  **  application  of  leamhig 
according  unto  the  propriety  of  the  wits,'*  he  observes  (besides  its  use  as  a  corrective 
of  mental  defects)  that  masters  ought  to  attend  to  it  for  the  guidance  of  the  parents 
In  choosing  their  sons*  course  of  life ;  and  also  because  a  man  will  advance  so  much 
faster  in  studies  for  which  he  has  a  natural  aptitude  than  in  any  others.  With  regard 
to  the  "ordering  of  exercises**  he  recommends  the  system  of  iBtermissions.  (Itaque 
tutittt  e»t  itttermittere  exereitia  et  gubinde  repetere,  quam  autidue  continuare  et  wyere,) 
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which  speech  he  put  the  army  into  an  infinite  fary  and  up* 
roar ;  whereas  truth  was  he  had  no  brother,  neither  was  there 
any  such  matter,  but  he  played  it  merely  as  if  he  had  been 
upon  the  stage. 

But  to  return :  we  are  now  come  to  a  period  of  Rational 
Knowledges ;  wherein  if  I  have  made  the  divisions  other  than 
those  that  are  received,  yet  would  I  not  be  thought  to  disallow 
all  those  divisions  which  I  do  not  use.  For  there  is  a  double 
necessity  imposed  upon  me  of  altering  the  divisions.  The  one, 
because  it  difiereth  in  end  and  purpose,  to  sort  together  those 
things  which  are  next  in  nature,  and  those  things  which  are 
next  in  use.  For  if  a  secretary  of  state  should  sort  his  papers, 
it  is  like  in  his  study  or  general  cabinet  he  would  sort  together 
things  of  a  nature,  as  treaties,  instructions,  &c.  but  in  his  boxes 
or  particular  cabinet  he  would  sort  together  those  that  he  were 
like  to  use  together,  though  of  several  natures ;  so  in  this  general 
cabinet  of  knowledge  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  follow  the 
divisions  of  the  nature  of  thingd ;  whereas  if  myself  had  been  to 
handle  any  particular  knowledge,  I  would-  have  respected  the 
divisions  fittest  for  use.  The  other,  because  the  bringing  in  of 
the  deficiences  did  by  consequence  alter  the  partitions  of  the  rest : 
for  let  the  knowledge  extant  (for  demonstration  sake)  be  fifteen ; 
let  the  knowledge  with  the  deficiences  be  twenty ;  the  parts 
of  fifteen  are  not  the  parts  of  twenty;  for  the  parts  of  fifteen 
are  three  and  five ;  the  parts  of  twenty  are  two,  four,  five,  and 
ten.  So  as  these  things  are  without  contradiction,  and  could 
not  otherwise  be. 

1" '  We  proceed  now  to  that  knowledge  which  considereth  of 

Lastly  he  would  decidedly  have  the  art  of  acting  (actio  theatralis)  made  a  part  of 
the  education  of  youth.  The  Jesuits,  he  says,  do  not  despise  it ;  and  he  thinks  they 
are  right ;  for  though  it  be  of  ill  repute  as  a  profession  («t  sit  professoritt,  infamis 
e»t)  yet  as  a  part  of  discipline  it  is  of  excellent  use.  It  strengthens  the  memory,  it 
regulates  the  tone  and  effect  of  the  voice  and  pronunciation,  it  teaches  a  decent 
carriage  of  the  countenance  and  gesture,  it  begets  no  small  degree  of  confidence,  and 
accustoms  young  men  to  bear  being  looked  at.  In  Bacon's  time,  when  masques  acted 
by  young  genfleroen  of  the  Universities  or  Inns  of  Court  were  the  favourite  enter- 
tainment of  princes,  these  things  were  probably  better  attended  to  than  they  are  now— 
and  he  could  have  pointed  no  doubt  to  many  living  examples  in  illustration  of  his 
remark.  The  examples  which  modem  experience  supplies  are  all  of  the  negative 
kind,  but  not  therefore  the  less  significant.  The  art  of  speaking,  of  recitation,  even 
of  reading  aloud,  is  not  now  taught  at  all ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  even  among 
men  otherwise  accomplished  not  many  will  be  found  who  can  either  speak  a  speech  of 
their  own,  or  recite  the  speech  of  another,  or  read  a  book  aloud,  so  as  to  be  listened  to 
with  pleasure  in  a  mixed  company  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  together. 
>  De  Aug.  viL  1. 

VOL.  Ill«  £  £ 
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the  Appetite'  and  Will  of  Maa;  whereof  Salomon  saith. 
Ante  omniay  filly  ctistodi  cor  tuum  ;  nam  inde  proeedunt  actiones 
vit<t:  [keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  for  thereout  come 
the  actions  of  thy  life].  In  the  handling  of  this  science, 
those  which  have  written  seem  to  me  to  have  done  as  if  a  man 
that  professeth  to  teach  to  write  did  only  exhibit  fair  copies  of 
alphabets  and  letters  joined,  without  giving  any  precepts  or 
directions  for  the  carriage  of  the  hand  and  framing  of  the 
letters.  So  have  they  made  good  and  fair  exemplars  and  copies, 
carrying  the  draughts  and  portraitures  of  Good,  Virtue,  Duty, 
Felicity ;  propounding  them  well  described  as  the  true  objects 
and  scopes  of  man's  will  and  desires ;  but  how  to  attain  these 
excellent  marks,  and  how  to  frame  and  subdue  the  will  of  man 
to  become  true  and  conformable  to  these  pursuits,  they  pass  it 
over  altogether,  or  slightly  and  unprofitably.  For  it  is  not  the 
disputing  that  moral  virtues  are  in  the  mind  of  man  by  Iiabit  and 
not  by  naturey  or  the  distinguishing  that  generous  spirits  are  won 
by  doctrines  and  persuasions^  and  the  vulgar  sort  by  reward  and 
punishment  ^y  and  the  like  scattered  glances  and  touches,  that 
can  excuse  the  absence  of  this  part 

The  reason  of  this  omission  I  suppose  to  be  that  hidden  rock 
whereupon  both  this  and  many  other  barks  of  knowledge  have 
been  cast  away  ;  which  is,  that  men  have  despised  to  be  con- 
versant in  ordinary  and  common  matters ;  the  judicious  direc- 
tion whereof  nevertheless  is  the  wisest  doctrine  (for  life  con- 
sisteth  not  in  novelties  or  subtilities) :  but  contrariwise  they 
have  compounded  sciences  chiefly  of  a  certain  resplendent  or 
lustrous  mass  of  matter,  chosen  to  give  glory  either  to  the  sub  - 
lility  of  disputations  or  to  the  eloquence  of  discourses.  But 
Seneca  giveth  an  excellent  check  to  eloquence;  Nocet  iUis 
eloquentiay  quibus  non  rerum  cupiditatem  facit,  sed  sni:  [elo- 
quence does  mischief  when  it  draws  men's  attention  away  from 
the  matter  to  fix  it  on  itself].  Doctrines  should  be  such  as 
should  make  men  in  love  with  the  lesson,  and  not  with  the 
teacher ;  being  directed  to  the  auditor's  benefit,  and  not  to  the 
author's  conmiendation :  and  therefore  those  are  of  the  right 
kind  which  may  be  concluded  as  Demosthenes  concludes  his 

'  la  the  translation  the  word  Appetite  is  omitted :  and  the  Will  is  described  as 
governed  by  right  reason,  seduced  by  apparent  good,  having  the  passions  for  spurs, 
the  organs  and  voluntary  motions  for  ministers. 

'  Or  the  giving  it  in  precept  (he  adds  In  the  translation)  that  if  you  would  reotliy 
the  mind  you  must  bend  It  like  a  wand  in  the  direction  contrary  to  its  inclination. 
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comiBel,  QuiB  si  feceritisy  non  aratorem  duntaxat  in  prmsentia 
laudabitisy  sed  vosmetipsos  etiam  non  ita  multo  post  statu  rerum 
vestrarum  meliore:  [if  you  follow  this  advice  you  will  do  a 
grace  to  yourselves  no  less  than  to  the  speaker^ — to  him  by 
your  vote  to-day,  to  yourselves  by  the  improvement  which  you 
will  presently  find  in  your  affairs]. 

Neither  needed  men  of  so  excellent  parts  to  have  despaired  of 
a  fortune  which  the  poet  Virgil  promised  himself,  (and  indeed 
obtained,)  who  got  as  much  glory  of  eloquence,  wit,  and  learn- 
ing in  the  expressing  of  the  observations  of  husbandry,  as  of 
the  heroical  acts  of  ^neas :  — 

Kec  sum  animi  dubius,  verbis  ea  vincere  magnum 
Quam  sit|  et  aogustis  his  addere  rebus  honorem. 
[How  hard  the  task  alas  full  well  I  know 
With  charm  of  words  to  grace  a  theme  so  low.] 

And  surely  if  the  purpose  be  in  good  earnest  not  to  write 
at  leisure  that  which  men  may  read  at  leisure,  but  really  to 

i  instruct  and  suborn  action  and  active  life,  these  Georgics  of 
the  mind,  concerning  the  husbandry  and  tillage  thereof,  are  no 
less  worthy  than  the  heroical  descriptions  of  Virtue,  Duty,  and 
Felicity.  Wherefore  the  main  and  primitive  division  of  moral 
knowledge  seemeth  to  be  into  the  Exemplar  or  Platform  of 
Good,  and  the  Regiment  or  Culture  of  the  Mind ;  the  one  de- 
scribing the  nature  of  good,  the  other  prescribing  rules  how  to 
subdue,  apply,  and  accommodate  the  will  of  man  thereunto. 

The  doctrine  touching  the  Platform  or  Nature  of  Good  con- 
sidereth  it  either  Simple  or  Compared;  either  the  kinds  of 
good,  or  the  degrees  of  good :  in  the  later  whereof  those  in- 
finite disputations  which  were  touching  the  supreme  degree 
thereof,  which  they  term  felicity,  beatitude,  or  the  highest 
good,  the  doctrines  concerning  which  were  as  the  heathen 
divinity,  are  by  the  Christian  faith  discharged.  And  as  Aristo- 
tle saiih.  That  young  men  may  he  happy ^  but  not  otherwise  but 
by  hope;  so  we  must  all  acknowledge  our  minority,  and 
embrace  the  felicity  which  is  by  hope  of  the  future  world. 

Freed  therefore  and  delivered  from  this  doctrine  of  the  phi- 
losophers' heaven,  whereby  they  feigned  an  higher  elevation  of 
man's  nature  than  was,  (for  we  see  in  what  an  height  of  style 
Seneca  writeth,  Vere  magnumy  habere  fragilitatem  hominis^ 
securitatem  Dei,  [it  is  true  greatness  to  have  in  one  the  frailty 
of  a  man  and  the  security  of  a  God,]  we  may  with  more  so- 
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briety  and  truth  receive  the  rest  of  their  inquiries  and  labours. 
Wherein  for  the  Nature  of  Good  Positive  or  Simple^  they  have 
set  it  down  excellently,  in  describing  the  forms  of  Virtue  and 
Duty,  with  their  situations  and  postures,  in  distributing  them 
into  their  kinds,  parts^  provinces,  actions,  and  administrations, 
and  the  like :  nay  farther,  they  have  commended  them  to  man's 
nature  and  spirit  with  great  quickness  of  argument  and  beauty 
of  persuasions ;  yea,  and  fortified  and  intrenched  them  (as  much 
as  discourse  can  do)  agsdnst  corrupt  and  popular  opinions. 
Again,  for  the  Degrees  and  Comparative  Nature  of  Good,  they 
have  also  excellently  handled  it  in  their  triplicity  of  Good,  in 
the  comparisons  between  a  contemplative  and  an  active  life,  in 
the  distinction  between  virtue  with  reluctation  and  virtue 
secured,  in  their  encounters  between  honesty  and  profit,  iu 
their  balancing  of  virtue  with  virtue,  and  the  like ;  so  as  this 
part  deserveth  to  be  reported  for  excellently  laboured.' 

Notwithstanding,  if  before  they  had  comen  to  the  popular  and 
received  notions  of  virtue  and  vice,  pleasure  and  pain,  and  the 
rest,  they  had  stayed  a  little  longer  upon  the  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  roots  of  good  and  evil,  and  the  strings  of  those  roots, 
they  had  given,  iu  my  opinion,  a  great  light  to  that  which 
followed ;  and  specially  if  they  had  consulted  with  nature,  they 
had  made  their  doctrines  less  prolix  and  more  profound ;  which 
being  by  them  in  part  omitted  and  in  part  handled  with  much 
confusion,  we  will  endeavour  to  resume  and  open  in  a  more 
clear  manner. 

There  is  formed  in  every  thing  a  double  nature  of  good :  the 
one,  as  every  thing  is  a  total  or  substantive  in  itself;  the  other, 
as  it  is  a  part  or  member  of  a  greater  body ;  whereof  the  later 
is  in  degree  the  greater  and  the  worthier,  because  it  tendeth  to 
the  conservation  of  a  more  general  form.  Therefore  we  see 
the  iron  in  particular  sympathy  moveth  to  the  loadstone ;  but 
yet  if  it  exceed  a  certain  quantity,  it  forsaketh  the  afiection  to 
the  loadstone,  and  like  a  good  patriot  moveth  to  the  earth, 
which  is  the  region  and  country  of  massy  bodies ;  so  may  we 
go  forward,  and  see  that  water  and  massy  bodies  move  to  the 
centre  of  the  eairth ;  but  rather  than  to  suffer  a  divulsion  in  the 
continuance  of  nature,  they  will  move  upwards  from  the  centre 

>  Well  by  the  ancient  philosophen,  but  still  better  (according  to  the  translation)  by 
the  divines  in  their  discussions  of  moral  duties  and  virtues,  cases  of  conscience, 
sins,  &c. 
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of  the  earth,  forsaking  their  duty  to  the  earth  in  regard  of  their 
duty  to  the  world.  This  double  nature  of  good,  and  the  com- 
parative thereof,  is  much  more  engraven  upon  man,  if  he  de- 
generate not;  unto  whom  the  conservation  of  duty  to  the 
public  ought  to  be  much  more  precious  than  the  conservation 
of  life  and  being :  according  to  that  memorable  speech  of  Pom-> 
peius  Magnus,  when  being  in  commission  of  purveyance  for  a 
famine  at  Kome,  and  being  dissuaded  with  great  vehemency 
and  instance  by  his  friends  about  him  that  he  should  not  hazard 
himself  to  sea  in  an  extremity  of  weather,  be  said  only  to  them, 
Necesse  est  ut  eam^  non  ut  vivam :  [it  is  need&l  that  I  go,  not 
that  I  live].  But  it  may  be  truly  affirmed  that  there  was  never 
any  philosophy,  religion,  or  other  discipline,  which  did  so 
plainly  and  highly  exalt  the  good  which  is  communicative,  and 
depiress  the  good  which  is  private  and  particular,  as  the  Holy 
Faith ;  well  declaring,  that  it  was  the  same  God  that  gave  the 
Christian  law  to  men,  who  gave  those  laws  of  nature  to  inani- 
mate creatures  that  we  spake  of  before ;  for  we  read  that  the 
elected  saints  of  God  have  wished  themselves  anathematized 
and  razed  out  of  the  book  of  life,  in  an  ecstasy  of  charity  and 
infinite  feeling  of  conununion. 

This  being  set  down  and  strongly  planted,  doth  judge  and 
determine  most  of  the  controversies  wherein  Moral  Philosophy 
is  conversant.  For  first  it  decideth  the  question  touching  the 
preferment  of  the  contemplative  or  active  life,  and  decideth  it 
against  Aristotle.  For  all  the  reasons  which  he  bringeth  for 
the  contemplative  are  private,  and  respecting  the  pleasure  and 
dignity  of  a  man's  self,  (in  which  respects  no  questioa  the 
contemplative  life  hath  the  pre-eminence :)  not  much  unlike 
to  that  comparison  which  Pythagoras  made  for  the  gracing 
and  magnifying  of  philosophy  and  contemplation ;  who  being 
asked  what  he  was,  answered.  That  if  Hiero  were  ever  at  the 
Olympian  games^  he  knew  the  mannery  that  some  came  to  try 
their  fortune  for  the  prizes^  and  some  came  a^  merchants  to  utter 
their  commodities^  and  some  came  to  make  good  cheer  and  meet 
their  friends^  and  some  came  to  look  on  ;  and  that  he  was  one  of 
them  that  came  to  look  on.  But  men  must  know,  that  in  this 
theatre  of  man's  life  it  is  reserved  only  for  God  and  Angels  to 
be  lookers  on.  Neither  could  the  like  question  ever  have  been 
received  in  the  church,  notwithstanding  their  Fretiosa  in  oculis 
Domini  mors  sanctorum  ejus,  [precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord 
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is  the  death  of  his  saints  J  by  which  place  they  would  exalt 
their  civil  death  and  regular  professions^  but  upon  this  defence^ 
that  the  monastical  life  is  not  simple  '  contemplative^  but  per- 
formeth  the  duty  either  of  incessant  prayers  and  supplications, 
which  hath  been  truly  esteemed  as  an  office  in  the  church,  or 
else  of  writing  or  taking  '  instructions  for  writing  concerning 
the  law  of  God,  as  Moses  did  when  he  abode  so  long  in  the 
mount.  And  so  we  see  Henoch  the  seventh  from  Adam,  who 
was  the  first  Contemplative  and  walked  with  God,  yet  did 
also  endow  the  church  with  prophecy,  which  St.  Jude  citeth. 
But  for  contemplation  which  should  be  finished  in  itself  with* 
out  casting  beams  upon  society,  assuredly  divinity  knoweth 
it  not 

It  decideth  also  the  controversies  between  Zeno  and  Socrates 
and  their  schools  and  successions  on  the  one  side,  who  placed 
felicity  in  virtue  simply  or  attended ;  the  actions  and  exercises 
whereof  do  chiefly  embrace  and  concern  society ;  and  on  the 
other  side',  the  Cyrenaics  and  Epicureans,  who  placed  it  in 
pleasure,  and  made  virtue  (as  it  is  used  in  some  comedies  of 
errors,  wherein  the  mistress  and  the  maid  change  habits,)  to  be 
but  as  a  servant,  without  which  pleasure  cannot  be  served  and 
attended ;  and  the  reformed  school  of  the  Epicureans,  which 
placed  it  in  serenity  of  mind  and  freedom  from  perturbation;  as 
if  they  would  have  deposed  Jupiter  again,  and  restored  Saturn 
and  the  first  age,  when  there  was  no  summer  nor  winter, 
spring  nor  autumn,  but  all  after  one  air  and  season;  and 
Ilerillus^,  which  placed  felicity  in  extinguishment  of  the  dis- 
J  utes  of  the  mind,  making  no  fixed  nature  of  good  and  evil,  es- 
teeming things  according  to  the  clearness  of  the  desires,  or  the 
rcluctation*;  which  opinion  was  revived  in  the  heresy  of  the 
Anabaptists,  measuring  things  according  to  the  motions  of  the 
spirit,  and  the  constancy  or  wavering  of  belief:  all  which  are 

>  Edd.  1629  and  1633  have  aimpiy. 

'  So  edd.  1 629  and  1 633.  The  oii^nal  bas  in  taking.  In  the  translation  the  words 
^  taking  instructions  for  writing  **  are  omitted ;  as  applicable,  I  suppose,  to  the  case  of 
Moses  only,  not  of  the  Church  ;  and  mttlto  in  otto  substituted. 

'  Ei  rdiqtuu  eamplure*  seeitu  et  scholaa^  ex  altera  parte  :  veluti,  ice  All  the  opinions 
which  are  about  to  be  cited  belong  to  **  the  other  side" — t.  e.  the  side  opposed -to  that 
of  Zeno  and  Socrates ;  a  point  wbich  from  the  careless  composition  of  the  English  is 
not  immediately  clear. 

*  The  translation  has  <<and  Instly  that  exploded  school  of  Pyrrho  and  Herillus.** 

*  That  is,  esteeming  those  actldns  good  which  are  attended  with  clearness  and  com- 
posure of  mind,  those  bad  which  proceed  with  dislilce  and  reluctatlon — (actionea  pro 
hoMB  ant  malts  httbeuttn,  p-out  ex  aninto,  motu  puro  et  irref'raelo,  out  cotttta  cum  aver- 
tatione  et  reluctatione,  prodirent^. 
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manifest  to  tend  to  private  repose  and  contentment^  and  not  to 
pomt  of  society. 

It  censureth  also  the  philosophy  of  Epictetus^  which  presup- 
poseth  that  felicity  must  be  placed  in  those  things  which  are  in 
our  power^  lest  we  be  liable  to  fortune  and  disturbance :  as  if 
it  were  not  a  thing  much  more  happy  to  fail  in  good  and  vir- 
tuous ends  for  the  public^  than  to  obtain  all  that  we  can  wish 
to  ourselves  in  our  proper  fortune;  as  Consalvo  said  to  his 
soldiers,  shewing  them  Naples,  and  protesting  he  had  rather 
die  one  foot  forwards  than  to  have  his  life  secured  for  long  by 
one  foot  of  retreat ;  whereunto  the  wisdom  of  that  heavenly 
leader  hath  signed,  who  hath  affirmed  ik^iaffood  conscience  is  a 
continual  feast :  shewing  plainly  that  the  conscience  of  good 
intentions,  howsoever  succeeding,  is  a  more  continual  joy  to 
nature  than  all  the  provision  which  can  be  made  for  security 
and  repose* 

It  censureth  likewise  that  abuse  of  philosophy  which  grew 
general  about  the  time  of  Epictetus,  in  converting  it  into  an 
occupation  or  profession ;  as  if  the  purpose  had  been,  not  to 
resist  and  extinguish  perturbations^  but  to  fly  and  avoid  the 
causes  of  them,  and  to  shape  a  particular  kind  and  course  of 
life  to  that  end ;  introducing  such  an  health  of  mind,  as  was 
that  health  of  body  of  which  Aristotle  speaketh  of  Herodicus, 
who  did  nothing  all  his  life  long  but  intend  his  health:  whereas 
if  men  refer  themselves  to  duties  of  society,  as  that  health 
of  body  is  best  which  is  ablest  to  endure  all  alterations  and 
extremities,  so  likewise  that  health  of  mind  is  most  proper^ 
which  can  go  through  the  greatest  temptations  and  perturba- 
tions. So  as  Diogenes'  opinion  is  to  be  accepted,  who  com- 
mended not  them  which  abstained,  but  them  which  sustained, 
and  could  refrain  their  mind  in  pracipitioy  and  could  give  unto 
the  mind  (as  is  used  in  horsemanship)  the  shortest  stop  or 
turn. 

Lastly,  it  censureth  the  tenderness  and  want  of  application' 
in  some  of  the  most  ancient  and  reverend  philosophers  and 
philosophical  men,  that  did  retire  too  easily  from  civil  business, 
for  avoiding  of  indignities  and  perturbations ;  whereas  the  re- 
solution of  men  truly  moral  ought  to  be  such  as  the  same  Con- 

'  i,  e,  that  mind  is  to  be  considered  truly  and  properly  healthy -»(aiitiMtf#  iUe  demum 
vere  et  propria  9anu9  et  vafidu*  eentendua  ett)* 

'  meaning  what  we  should  now  rather  call  want  of  compliance  or  accommodation — 
{ineptitudinem  (td  morigerandum). 
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salvo  said  the  honour  of  a  soldier  should  be^  e  tela  crassiorey 
[of  a  stouter  web,]  and  not  so  fine  as  that  every  thing  should 
catch  in  it  and  endanger  it. 

IT*  To  resume  Private  or  Particular  Good,  it  falleth  into 
the  division  of  Good  Active  and  Passive :  for  this  difference 
of  Good  (not  unlike  to  that  which  amongst  the  Romans  was 
expressed  in  the  familiar  or  household  terms  of  Promus  and 
Condus)  is  formed  also  in  all  things ;  and  is  best  disclosed  in 
the  two  several  appetites  in  creatures,  the  one  to  preserve  or 
continue  themselves,  and  the  other  to  dilate  or  multiply  them- 
selves ;  whereof  the  later  seemeth  tq  be  the  worthier.  For  in 
nature,  the  heavens,  which  are  the  more  worthy,  are  the  agent; 
and  the  earth,  which  is  the  less  worthy,  is  the  patients  In  the 
pleasures  of  living  creatures,  that  of  generation  is  greater 
tban  that  of  food.  In  divine  doctrine,  Beatius  est  dare  quam 
accipere :  [it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive].  And  in 
life,  there  is  no  man's  spirit  so  soft,  but  esteemeth  the  effecting 
of  somewhat  that  he  hath  fixed  in  his  desire  more  than  sensua- 
lity. Which  priority  of  the  Active  Good  is  much  upheld  by 
the  consideration  of  our  estate  to  be  mortal  and  exposed  to 
fortune ;  for  if  we  might  have  a  perpetuity  and  certainty  in  our 
pleasures,  the  state^  of  them  would  advance  their  price ;  but 
when  we  see  it  is  but  McLgni  (Bstimamtis  mori  tardiusy  [we  think 
it  a  great  matter  to  be  a  little  longer  in  dying,]  and'  Ne  glo^ 
rieris  de  crastino,  nescis  partum  dieiy  [boast  not  thyself  of  to- 
morrow, thou  knowest  not  what  the  day  may  bring  forth,]  it 
maketh  us  to  desire  to  have  somewhat  secured  and  exempted 
from  time ;  which  are  only  our  deeds  and  works ;  aa  it  is  siud 
Opera  eorum  sequuntur  eos :  [their  works  follow  them].  The 
pre-eminence  likewise  of  this  Active  Good  is  upheld  by  the 
affection  which  is  natural  in  man  towards  variety  and  proceed- 
ing ;  which  in  the  pleasures  of  the  sense  (which  is  the  principal 
part  of  Passive  Good)  can  have  no  great  latitude:  Coffita 
quamdiu  eadem  ftceris ;  cibtiSy  somnuSy  Indus;  per  hunc  circulum 
curritur ;  mori  velle  non  tantum  fortisy  aut  misery  aut  pmdenSy 
sed  etiam  fasHdiosus  potest :  [if  you  consider,  says  Seneca,  how 
often  you  do  the  same  thing  over  and  over ;  food  sleep  exer- 
cise, and  then  food  sleep  exercise  again,  and  so  round  and 
round ;  you  will  think  that  there  needs  neither  fortitude  nor 

»  De  Aug.  vU.  2.  »  i.  «.  the  stablUty.     (jMcuriia*  ei  mora,) 
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mit^ery  nor  wisdom  to  reconcile  a  man  to  death ;  one  might 
wish  to  die  for  mere  weariness  of  being  alive].  But  in  en- 
terpriseS;  pursuits^  and  purposes  of  life,  there  is  much  variety ; 
whereof  men  are  sensible  with  pleasure  in  their  inceptions,  pro- 
gressions, recoils,  reintegrations,  approaches,  and  attainings  to 
their  ends :  so  aa  it  was  well  said.  Vita  sine  proposito  languida  et 
vaga  est:  [life  without  an  object  to  pursue  is  a  languid  and 
tiresome  thing].  Neither  hath  this  Active  Good  any '  identity 
with  the  good  of  society,  though  in  some  case  it  hath  an  in- 
cidence into  it :  for  although  it  do  many  times  bring  forth  acts 
of  beneficence,  yet  it  is  with  a  respect  private  to  a  man's  own 
power,  glory,  amplification,  continuance ;  as  appeareth  plainly 
when  it  findeth  a  contrary  subject.  For  that  gigantine  state  of 
mind  which  possesseth  the  troublers  of  the  world,  such  as  was 
Lucius  Sylla,  and  infinite  other  in  smaller  model,  who  would 
have  all  men  happy  or  unhappy  as  they  were  their  friends  or 
enemies,  and  would  give  form  to  the  world  according  to  their 
own  humours,  (which  is  the  true  Theomachy,)  pretendeth  and 
aspireth  to  active  good%  though  it  recedeth  furthest  from  good 
of  society,  which  we  have  determined  to  be  the  greater. 

To  resume  Passive  Good,  it  receiveth  a  subdivision  of  Con- 
servative and  Perfective.  For  let  us  take  a  brief  review  of 
that  which  we  have  said :  we  have 'spoken  first  of  the  Good  of 
Society,  the  intention  whereof  embraceth  the  form  of  Human 
Nature,  whereof  we  are  members  and  portions,  and  not  our 
own  proper  and  individual  form ;  we  have  spoken  of  Active 
Good,  and  supposed  it  as  a  part  of  Private  and  Particular 
Good ;  and  rightly  ' ;  for  there  is  impressed  upon  all  things 
a  triple  desire  or  appetite  proceeding  from  love  to  themselves ; 
one  of  preserving  and  continuing  their  form ;  another  of  ad- 
vancing and  perfecting  their  form ;  and  a  third  of  multiplying 
and  extending  theijr  form  upon  other  things ;  whereof  the  mul- 
tiplying or  signature  of  it  upon  other  things  is  that  which  we 
handled  by  the  name  of  Active  Good.  So  as  there  remaineth 
the  conserving  of  it,  and  perfecting  or  raising  of  it ;  which 
later  is  the  highest  degree  of  Passive  Good.  For  to  preserve 
in  state  is  the  less,  to  preserve  with  advancement  is  the  greater. 

*  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  has  and 

'  r.  tf.  apparent  good  of  the  individual — (hanum  acHvum  individuaU  saltern  apparent), 

*  This  pHtt»aKi*,  fniin  for  Ut  mj  tike  &c.  to  rightly^  U  omitted  in  the  trmnslatioD  ;  and 
the  argument  itrocecdd  more  clearly  without  it. 
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Soinman^ 

Ignens  est  oUu  Tigor,  et  coelestiB  origo.' 
[The  liying  ^re  that  glows  those  seeds  withio 
Bemembers  its  odestial  origiD.] 

Hk  approach  or  assumption  to  divine  or  angelical  nature  is  the 
perfection  of  his  form ;  the  error  or  false  imitation  of  which 
good  is  that  which  is  the  tempest  of  human  life;  while  man, 
upon  the  instinct  of  an  advancement  formal  and  essential, 
is  carried  to  seek  an  advancement  locaL  For  as  those 
which  are  sick,  and  find  no  remedy,  do  tumble  up  and  down 
and  change  place,  as  if  by  a  remove  local  they  could  obtain 
a  remove  internal ;  so  is  it  with  men  in  ambition,  when  failing 
of  the  mean  to  exalt  their  nature,  they  are  in  a  perpetual 
estuation  to  exalt  their  place.  So  then  Passive  GK>od  is,  as 
was  said,  either  Conservative  or  Perfective. 

To  resume  the  good  of  Conservation  or  Comfort,  which  con- 
sisteth  in  the  fruition  of  that  which  is  agreeable  to  our  natures; 
it  seemeth  to  be  the  most  pure  and  natural  of  pleasures,  but 
yet  the  softest  and  the  lowest.  And  this  also  receiveth  a  dif- 
ference, which  hath  neither  been  well  judged  of  nor  well 
enquired.  For  the  good  of  fruition  or  contentment  is  placed 
either  in  the  sincereness  of  the  fruition,  or  in  the  quickness 
and  vigour  of  it ;  the  one  superinduced  by  the  equality,  the 
other  by  vicissitude ;  the  one  having  less  mixture  of  evil,  the 
other  more  impression  of  good.  Whether  of  these  is  the  greater 
good,  is  a  question  controverted ;  but  whether  man's  nature 
may  not  be  capable  of  both,  is  a  question  not  enquired. 

The  former  question  being  debated  between  Socrates  and  a 
Sophist,  Socrates  placing  felicity  in  an  equal  and  constant 
peace  of  mind,  and  the  Sophist  in  much  desiring  and  much 
enjoying,  they  fell  from  argument  to  ill  words :  the  Sophist  say- 
ing that  Socrates'  felicity  was  the  felicity  of  a  block  or  stone ; 
and  Socrates  saying  that  the  Sophist's  felicity  was  the  felicity 
of  one  that  had  the  itch,  who  did  nothing  but  itch  and  scratch* 
And  both  these  opinions  do  not  want  their  supports.  For  the 
opinion  of  Socrates  is  much  upheld  by  the  general  consent 
even  of  the  Epicures  themselves,  that  virtue  beareth  a  great 
part  in  felicity ;  and  if  so,  certain  it  is  that  virtue  hath  more 

>  The  connexion  of  this  with  the  preceding  sentence  is  made  clearer  in  the  trans- 
lation by  the  remark  that  there  are  found  throughout  the  universe  certain  nobler 
natures  which  inferior  natures  recognise  as  their  origin  and  towards  which  they  aspire. 
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use  in  clearing  perturbations  than  in  compassing  desires.  The 
Sophist's  opinion  is  much  favoured  by  the  assertion  we  last 
eps&e  of^  that  good  of  advancement  is  greater  than  good  of 
simple  preservation ;  because  every  obtaining  a  desire  hath  a 
shew  of  advancement  ^,  as  motion  though  in  a  circle  hath  a 
shew  of  progression. 

But  the  second  question^  decided  the  true  way,  maketii  the 
former  superfluous.  For  can  it  be  doubted  but  that  there  are 
some  who  take  more  pleasure  in  enjoying  pleasures  than  some 
other^  and  yet  nevertheless  are  less  troubled  with  the  loss  or 
leaving  of  them  ?  so  as  this  same  Nan  uti  ut  nan  appetas,  nan 
appetere  ut  nan  metuaSf  sunt  animi  pusilli  et  diffidentis:  [to 
abstain  from  the  use  of  a  thing  that  you  may  not  feel  a  want  of 
it;  to  shun  the  want  that  you  may  not  fear  the  loss  of  it;  are 
the  precautions  of  pusillanimity  and  cowardice  '].  And  it 
seemeth  to  me,  tiiat  most  of  the  doctrines  of  the  philosophers 
are  more  fearful  and  cautionary  than  tiie  nature  of  things 
required!.  So  have  tiiey  increased  the  fear  of  death  in  offering 
to  cure  it.  For  when  they  would  have  a  man^s  whole  life  to 
be  but  a  discipline  or  preparation  to  die,  they  must  needs  make 
men  think  that  it  is  a  terrible  enemy  against  whom  there  is  no 
end  of  preparing.     Better  saith  the  poet : 

Qui  finem  vitsB  extremum  inter  munera  ponat 
NaturtB : 

[the  end  of  life  is  to  be  counted  among  the  boons  of  nature]. 
So  have  tiiey  sought  to  make  men's  minds  too  uniform  and 
harmonical,  by  not  breaking  them  sufficiently  to  contrary 
motions :  the  reason  whereof  I  suppose  to  be,  because  they 
themselves  were  men  dedicated  to  a  private,  free,  and  unap- 
plied course  of  life.  For  as  we  see,  upon  the  lute  or  like 
instrument,  a  graundy  though  it  be  sweet  and  have  shew  of 
many  changes,  yet  breaketh  not  the  hand  to  such  strange  .and 
hard  stops  and  passages  as  a  $et  sang  or  valuntary ;  much  after 
the  same  manner  was  tiie  diversity  between  a  philosophical  and 
a  civil  life.  *     And  therefore  men  are  to  imitate  the  wisdom  of 

'  i,  e.  towards  the  perfection  of  nature ;  only  a  diew  of  advancement,  however, 
not  necessarily  a  real  one  —  (jquia  remm  cupitarum  adeptione§  naiuram  videuntur 
9€Mtim  ptrficere ;  quod  Ncet  vere  uonfacumtf  tamen,  kc). 
'  Compare  Shakspeare's  sonnet — 

I  cannot  chuse 
But  w«ep  to  have  that  which  I  fear  to  lose. 
'  This  illustration  is  omitted  In  the  translation. 
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jewellers ;  who.  If  there  be  a  grain  or  a  cloud  or  an  ice  which 
may  be  ground  forth  without  taking  too  much  of  the  Btone, 
they  help  it ;  but  if  it  should  lessen  and  abate  the  stone  too 
much,  they  will  not  meddle  with  it:  so  ought  men  so  to  pro- 
cure serenity  as  they  destroy  not  magnanimity. 

Haying  therefore  deduced  the  Good  of  Man  which  is  Pri- 
vate and  Particular  as  fiur  as  seemeth  fit^  we  will  now  return 
to  that  good  of  man  which  respecteth  and  beholdeth  sociefy, 
which  we  may  term  Duty ;  because  the  term  of  Duty  is  more 
proper  to  a  mind  well  framed  and  disposed  towards  others, 
as  the  term  of  Virtue  is  applied  to  a  inind  well  formed  and 
composed  in  itself;  though  neither  can  a  man  understand 
Virtue  without  some  relation  to  society,  nor  Duty  without  an 
inward  disposition.  This  part  may  seem  at  first  to  pertain  to 
science  civil  and  politic ;  but  not  if  it  be  well  observed.  For  it 
concemeth  the  regiment  and  government  of  every  man  over 
himself,  and  not  over  others.  And  as  in  architecture  the 
direction  of  framing  the  posts,  beams,  and  other  parts  of  build- 
ing, is  not  the  same  with  the  manner  of  joining  them  and 
erecting  the  building ;  and  in  mechanicals,  the  direction  how 
to  frame  an  instrument  or  engine,  is  not  the  Same  with  the 
manner  of  setting  it  on  work  and  employing  it;  and  yet  never- 
theless in  expressing  of  the  one  you  incidently  express  the 
aptness  towards  the  other;  so  the  doctrine  of  conjugation  of 
men  in  society  differeth  from  that  of  their  conformity  there- 
unto. * 

This  part  of  Duty  is  subdivided  into  two  parts ;  the  common 
duty  of  every  man,  as  a  man  or  member  of  a  state ;  the  other, 
the  respective  or  special  duty  of  every  man.  In  his  profession, 
vocation,  and  place.  The  first  of  these  is  extant  and  well 
laboured,  as  hath  been  said.  The  second  likewise  I  may  report 
rather  dispersed  than  deficient ;  which  manner  of  dispersed 
writing  in  this  kind  of  argument  I  acknowledge  to  be  best 
For  who  can  take  upon  him  to  write  of  the  proper  duty,  virtue, 
challenge,  and  right  of  every  several  vocation,  profession  and 
place  ?  For  although  sometimes  a  looker  on  may  see  more  than 
a  gamester,  and  there  be  a  proverb  more  arrogant  than  sound, 

>  j.  e.  of  the  conformation  of  men  to  the  busineu  of  society— (fiue  eof  nddit  ad 
hsiju*modi  societtUia  commoda  conforme$  ei  bene  affecto$y 
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That  the  vale  best  discovereth  the  hill;  yet  there  is  small 
doubt  but  that  men  can  write  best  and  most  really  and  materi- 
ally in  their  own  professions ;  and  that  the  writing  of  specu- 
lative men  of  active  matter  for  the  most  part  doth  seem  to 
men  of  experience,  as  Phormio's  argument  of  the  wars  seemed 
to  Hannibal,  to  be  but  dreams  and  dotage.  Only  there  is  one 
vice  which  accompanieth  them  that  write  in  their  own  pro- 
fessions, that  they  magnify  them  in  excess.  But  generally 
it  were  to  be  wished  (as  that  which  would  make  learning 
indeed  solid  and  fruitful)  that  active  men  would  or  could 
become  writers. 

In  which  kind  I  cannot  but  mention,  honoris  causa,  your 
Majesty's  excellent  book  touching  the  duty  of  a  king :  a  work 
richly  compounded  of  divinity,  morality,  and  policy,  with  great 
aspersion  of  all  other  arts ;  and  being  in  mine  opinion  one  of 
the  most  sound  and  healthful  writings  that  I  have  read ;  not 
distempered  in  the  heat  of  invention,  nor  in  the  coldness  of 
negligence ;  not  sick  of  dizziness  S  as  those  are  who  leese  them- 
selves in  their  order;  nor  of  convulsions  ^  as  those  which  cramp 
in  matters  impertinent ;  not  savouring  of  perfumes  and  paint- 
ings, as  those  do  who  seek  to  please  the  reader  more  than  na- 
ture^ beareth;  and  chiefly  well  disposed  in  the  spirits  thereof, 
being  agreeable  to  truth  and  apt  for  action ;  and  far  removed 
from  that  natural  infirmity,  whereunto  I  noted  those  that  write 
in  their  own  professions  to  be  subject,  which  is,  that  they  exalt 
it  above  measure.  For  your  Majesty  hath  truly  described,  not 
a  king  of  Assyria  or  Persia  in  their  extern  glory,  but  a  Moses 
or  a  David,  pastors  of  their  people.  Neither  can  I  ever  leese 
out  of  my  remembrance  what  I  heard  your  Majesty  in  the  same 
sacred  spirit  of  government  deliver  in  a  great  cause  of  judica- 
ture, which  was.  That  Kings  ruled  by  their  laws  as  God  did 
by  the  laws  of  nature,  and  ought  as  rarely  to  put  in  use  their 
supreme  prerogative  as  God  doth  his  power  of  working  miracles. 
And  yet  notwithstanding,  in  your  book  of  a  free  monarchy, 
you  do  well  give  men  to  understand,  that  you  know  the  pleni- 

^  Du»ine»ae\n  the  original.   Businease  In  edd.  1629  and  1623.   Verti^ne  In  De  Aug. 

*  The  words  *« convulsion**  and  "cramp"  eeem  to  describe  a  forced  and  abrupt 
style;  an  idea  not  Implied  in  the  words  o£  the  translation,  which  may  be  retranslated 
thus  :  **  not  distracted  in  digressions,  as  those  which  wind  about  to  take  in  matters 
impertinent  **  —  (tU  ilia  qu4w  nihil  ad  rhambwn  Muni  expatiatione  aUqua  JUxuo$a  com* 
pleetaiur^, 

*  t.  e.  the  nature  of  the  argument. — {qui  Ueiorum  poUm  delectationi  quam  argutnenti 
natura  inserviunt). 
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tude  of  the  power  and  right  of  a  King^  as  well  as  the  circle  of 
his  office  and  duty.  Thus  have  I  presumed  to  allege  this  ex* 
cellent  writing  of  your  Miyesty^  as  a  prime  or  eminent  example 
of  tractates  concerning  special  and  respective  duties ;  wherein 
I  should  have  said  as  much^  if  it  had  been  written  a  thousand 
years  since.  Neither  am  I  moved  with  certain  courtly  decencies^ 
which  esteem  it  flattery  to  praise  in  presence.  No,  it  is  flat* 
tery  to  praise  in  absence ;  that  is^  when  either  the  virtue  is 
absent,  or  the  occasion  is  absent ;  and  so  the  pnuse  is  not  na- 
tural, but  forced,  either  in  truth  or  in  time.  But  let  Cicero 
be  read  in  his  oration  pro  Marcello^  which  is  nothing  but  an 
excellent  table  of  Caesar's  virtue,  and  made  to  his  face ;  besides 
the  example  of  many  other  excellent  persons,  wiser  a  great  deal 
than  such  observers  ^ ;  and  we  will  never  doubt,  upon  a  full 
occasion,  to  give  just  praises  to  present  or  absent 

But  to  return :  there  belongeth  further  to  the  handling  of 
this  part^  touching  the  duties  of  professions  and  vocations,  a 
Relative  or  opposite,  touching  the  frauds,  cautels,  impostures, 
and  vices  of  every  profession;  which  hath  been  likewise  handled: 
but  how  ?  rather  in  a  satire  and  cynically,  than  'seriously  and 
wisely :  for  men  have  rather  sought  by  wit  to  deride  and  tra- 
duce much  of  that  which  is  good  in  professions,  than  with  judg- 
ment to  discover  and  sever  that  which  is  corrupt.  For,  as 
Salomon  saith,  He  that  cometh  to  seek  after  knowledge  with  a 
mind  to  scorn  and  censure,  shall  be  sure  to  find  matter  for  his 
humour,  but  no  matter  for  his  instruction  T  Qu(BrefUi  derisori 
gdentiam  ipsa  se  abscondit;  sed  studiosojit  obviam.  But  the 
managing  of  this  argument  with  integrity  and  truth,  which  I 
note  as  deficient,  seemeth  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  best  fortifica- 
tions for  honesty  and  virtue  that  can  be  planted.  For  as  the 
fable  goeth  of  the  Basilisk,  that  if  he  see  you  first  you  die  for 
it,  but  if  you  see  him  first  he  dieth ;  so  is  it  with  deceits  ^nd 
evil  arts ;  which  if  they  be  first  espied  they  leese  their  life, 
but  if  they  prevent  they  endanger.  So  that  we  are  much  be- 
holden to  Machiavel  and  others,  that  write  what  men  do  and 
not  what  they  ought  to  do.  For  it  is  not  possible  to  join  ser- 
pentine wisdom  with  the  columbine  innocency,  except  men 

'  In  the  translation  he  merely  adds  the  single  example  of  Pliny  the  yoanger  in  his 
Piinegyiic  on  Tn^an.  When  he  wrote  the  Advancement  of  Learning,  he  appears  to 
have  been  under  the  Impression  that  Pliny's  Panegyric  was  spoken  after  Tnyan's 
death.     See  helow,  p.  442. 

«  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  hasporfte. 
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Know  exactly  all  the  conditions  of  the  serpent;  his  baseness 
and  going  upon  his  belly,  his  volubility  and  lubricity,  his  envy 
and  sting,  and  the  rest ;  that  is,  all  forms  and  natures  of  evil. 
For  without  this,  virtue  lieth  open  and  unfenced.  .  Nay  an 
honest  man  can  do  no  good  upon  those  that  are  wicked  to  re- 
claim them,  without  the  help  of  the  knowledge  of  evil.  For 
meu  of  corrupted  minds  presuppose  that  honesty  groweth  out 
of  simplicity  of  manners,  and  believing  of  preachers,  school- 
masters, and  men's  exterior  language :  so  as,  except  you  can 
make  them  perceive  that  you  know  the  utmost  reaches  of  their 
own  corrupt  opinions,  they  despise  all  morality.  Nan  recipit 
stultus  verba  prudentia,  nisi  ea  dixeris  qtuB  versantur  in  corde 
efus :  [the  fool  will  not  listen  to  the  words  of  the  wise,  unless 
you  first  tell  him  what  is  in  his  own  heart].' 

Unto  this  part  touching  Bespective  Duty  doth  also  apper- 
tain the  duties  between  husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child, 
master  and  servant:  so  likewise  the  laws  of  friendship  and 
gratitude,  the  civil  bond  of  companies,  colleges,  and  politic 
bodies,  of  neighbourhood,  and  all  other  proportionate  duties ; 
not  as  they  are  parts  of  government  and  society,  but  as  to  the 
framing  of  the  mind  of  particular  persons. 

The  knowledge  concerning  good  respecting  Society  doth 
handle  it  also  not  simply  alone,  but  comparatively ;  whereunto^ 
belongeth  the  weighing  of  duties  between  person  and  person, 
case  and  case,  particular  and  public :  as  we  see  in  the  proceed- 
ing 'of  Lucius  Brutus  against  his  own  sons,  which  was  so  much 
extolled ;  yet  what  was  said  ? 

Infelix,  utcunque  ferent  ea  facta'  minores : 

[unhappy  man  I  whatever  judgment  posterity  shall  pass  upon 
that  deed,  &c.].  So  the  case  wa^  doubtful,  and  had  opinion  on 
both  sides.  Again,  we  see  when  M.  Brutus  and  Cassius  invited 
to  a  supper  certain  whose  opinions  they  meant  to  feel,  whether 
they  were  fit  to  be  made  their  associates,  and  cast  forth  the 
question  touching  the  killing  of  a  tyrant  being  an  usurper, 
they  were  divided  in  opinion ;  some  holding  that  servitude  was 
the  extreme  of  evils,  and  others  that  tyranny  was  better  than 
a  civil  war :  and  a  number  of  the  like  cases  there  are  of  com- 

*  In  the  tnnslatioB  thiH  is  set  down  as  a  desidercUum  under  the  title  of  SeUira  Skria 
Hive  tr€utatMt  de  inierioribu*  rerum, 

*  in  animadver>ione  itta  severa  et  atroci, — De  Aug. 

'  Fata  both  in  the  Advaneement  and  in  the  De  Auffmentu, 
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parative  duty.  Amongst  which  that  of  all  others  is  the  most 
frequent(^ where  the  question  is  of  a  great  deal  of  good  to  ensue 
of  a  small  injustice.  |  YtHiich  Jason  of  Thessalia  deteimined 
against  the  truth:  Aliqua  sunt  injtiste  facienda^  ut  multa  juste 
fieri  possint :  [that  there  may  be  justice  in  many  things  there 
must  be  injustice  in  some]*  But  the  reply  is  good,  Authorem 
pr€Bscntis  justitim  habes,  sponsorem  futuriB  nan  habes :  [the  jus- 
tice that  is  to  be  done  now  is  in  your  power,  but  where  is  your 
security  for  that  which  is  to  be  done  hereafter  ?]  Men  must 
pursue  things  which  are  just  in  present,  and  leave  the  future  to 
the  divine  Providence.  So  then  we  pass  on  from  this  general 
part  touching  the  exemplar  and  description  of  good. 

T  ^  Now  therefore  that  we  have  spoken  of  this  fruit  of  life,  it 
De  cuumra  remaiucth  to  speak  of  the  husbandry  that  belongeth 
Ammi.  thcrcunto ;  without  which  part  the  former  seemcth 
to  be  no  better  than  a  fair  image  or  statua,  which  is  beautiful 
to  contemplate,  but  is  without  life  and  motion:  whereunto 
Aristotle  himself  subscribeth  in  these  words :  Necesse  est  scilicet 
de  mrtute  dicercy  et  quid  sit,  et  ex  quibus  gignatur.  Inutile  enim 
ferefuerit  virtutem  quidem  nosse,  acquirend(B  autem  ejus  modos  et 
ticLS  iffnorare.  Nan  enim  de  mrtute  tantum,  qua  specie  sit,  qua- 
rendum  est,  sed  et  quamodo  sui  copiam  faciat :  utrumque  enim 
volumuSj  et  rem  ipsam  nosse^  et  ejus  compotes  fieri  :  hoc  autem  ex 
voto '  nan  succedet,  nisi  sciamus  et  ex  quibus  et  quomodo :  [it  is 
necessary  to  determine  concerning  Virtue  not  only  what  it  is 
but  whence  it  proceeds.  For  there  would  be  no  use  in  knowing 
Virtue  without  knowing  the  Ways  and  means  of  acquiring 
it.  For  we  have  to  consider  not  only  what  it  is,  but  how  it  is 
to  be  had.  For  we  want  both  to  know  virtue  and  to  be  vir- 
tuous ;  which  we  cannot  be  without  knowing  both  the  whence 
and  the  how].  In  such  full  words  and  with  such  iteration 
doth  he  inculcate  this  part.  So  saith  Cicero  in  great  com- 
mendation of  Cato  the  second,  that  he  had  applied  himself  to 
philosophy  non  ita  disputandi  causa,  sed  ita  vivendi :  [not  that 
he  might  talk  like  a  philosopher,  but  that  he  might  live  like 
one].  And  although  the  neglect  of  our  times,  wherein  few 
men  do  hold  any  consultations  touching  the  reformation  of 
their  life,  (as  Seneca  excellently  saith,  De  partihus  vitcB  quisque 
deliberate  de  summd  nemo,)  [every  man  takes  thought  about 

>  De  Aug.  yVL  S. 
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the  parts  of  his  life,  no  man  about  the  whole,]  may  make  this 
part  seem  superfluous ;  yet  I  must  conclude  with  that  aphorism 
of  Hippocrates^  Quigravimorbocorreptidolares  non  sentiunty  iis 
mens  (Bgrotat;  [they  that  are  sick  and  yet  feel  no  pain  are 
sick  in  their  minds ;]  they  need  medicine  not  only  to  assuage 
the  disease  but  to  awake  the  sense.  And  if  it  be  said  that  the 
cure  of  men's  minds  belongeth  to  sacred  Diyinity,  it  is  most 
true :  but  yet  Moral  Philosophy  may  be  preferred  unto  her  as 
a  wise  servant  and  humble  handmaid.  For  as  the  Psalm  saith^ 
that  the  eyes  of  the  handmaid  look  perpetually  towards  the 
mistress^  and  yet  no  doubt  many  things  are  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  handmaid  to  discern  of  the  mistress'  will ;  so  ought 
Moral  Philosophy  to  give  a  constant  attention  to  the  doctrines 
of  DiTinity,  and  yet  so  as  it  may  yield  of  herself  (within 
due  limits)  many  sound  and  profitable  directions. 

This  part  therefore^  because  of  the  excellency  thereof,  I  can- 
not but  find  exceeding  strange  that  it  is  not  reduced  to  written 
inquiry;  the  rather  because  it  consisteth  of  much  matter 
wherein  both  speech  and  action  is  often  conversant,  and  such 
wherein  the  common  talk  of  men  (which  is  rare,  but  yet 
Cometh  sometimes  to  pass)  is  wber  than  their  books.  It  is 
reasonable  therefore  that  we  propound  it  in  the  more  particu- 
larity, both  for  the  worthiness,  and  because  we  may  acquit 
ourselves  for  reporting  it  deficient;  which  seemeth  almost 
incredible,  and  is  otherwise  conceived  and  presupposed  by  those 
themselves  that  have  written.  We  will  therefore  enumerate 
some  heads  or  points  thereof,  that  it  may  appear  the  better 
what  it  is,  and  whether  it  be  extant. 

First  therefore,  in  this,  as  in  all  things  which  are  practical, 
we  ought  to  cast  up  our  account,  what  is  in  our  power  and 
what  not ;  for  the  one  may  be  dealt  with  by  way  of  alteration, 
but  the  other  by  way  of  application  only.  The  husbandman 
cannot  command  neither  the  nature  of  the  earth  nor  the  sea- 
sons of  the  weather ;  no  more  can  the  physician  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  patient  nor  the  variety  of  accidents.  So  in  the 
culture  and  cure  of  the  mind  of  man,  two  things  are  without 
our  command ;  points  of  nature,  and  points  of  fortune ;  for  to 
the  basis  of  the  one,  and  the  conditions  of  the  other,  our  work 
is  limited  and  tied.  In  these  things  therefore  it  is  left  unto  us 
to  proceed  by  application : 

Vincenda  est  omnis  fortuna  ferendo : 

VOL.  III.  r  F 
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[aU  fortune  may  be  overcome  by  endurance  or  suffering ;]  and 
«o  likewise, 

Vincenda  est  omnia  natura  ierendo : 

[all  nature  may  be  overcome  by  suffering].  But  when  that 
we  speak  of  suffering,  we  do  not  speak  of  a  dull  and  n^lected 
suffering,  but  of  a  wise  and  industrious  suffering,  which 
draweth  and  contriveth  use  and  advantage  out  of  that  which 
seemeth  adverse  and  contrary ;  which  is  that  property  which 
we  call  Accommodating  or  Applying.^  Now  the  wisdom  of 
appUcation  resteth  principally  in  the  exact  and  distinct  know- 
ledge of  the  precedent  state  or  disposition  unto  which  we  do 
apply :  for  we  cannot  fit  a  garment,  except  we  first  take 
measure  of  the  body. 

So  then  the  first  article  of  this  knowledge  is  to  set  down 
sound  and  true  distributions  and  descriptions  of  the  several 
characters  and  tempers  of  men's  natures  and  dispositions, 
specially  having  regard  to  those  differences  which  are  most 
radical  in  being  the  fountains  and  causes  of  the  rest,  or  most 
frequent  in  concurrence  or.  commixture  *;  wherein  it  is  not  the 
handling  of  a  few  of  them  in  passage,  the  better  to  describe  the 
mediocrities  of  virtues,  that  can  satisfy  this  intention ;  for  if  it 
deserve  to  be  considered,  thai  there  are  minds  which  are  pro* 
portioned  to  great  matters,  and  others  to  small,  (which  Aristotle 
handleth  or  ought  to  have  handled  by  the  name  of  Magna- 
nimity,) doth  it  not  deserve  as  well  to  be  considered,  that  there 
are  minds  proportioned  to  intend  many  matters,  and  others  to 
fewf^  so  that  some  can  divide  themselves,  others  can  perchance 
do  exactly  well,  but  it  must  be  but  in  few  things  at  once ;  and 
so  there  cometh  to  be  a  narrowness  of  mind,  as  well  as  a  pusiHa" 
nimity*  And  again,  that  some  minds  are  proportioned  to  that 
which  may  be  dispatched  at  once,  or  within  a  short  return  of 
time  ;  others  to  that  which  begins  afar  off,  and  is  to  be  won  with 
length  of  pursuit; 

Jam  torn  tenditqne  fovetque : 

[he  begins  to  attend  and  nurse  his  project  while  it  is  yet 
in  the  cradle ;]  so  that  there  may  be  fitly  said  to  be  a  7o»* 

'  These  obteiraUoos  are  omitted  in  the  tnnslBtioii,  and  the  whole  fMSsage  Is  re- 
written,  though  rather  with  a  view  of  expressing  the  meaning  more  clearly  than  of 
altering  it 

*  It  is  remarkable  that  the  obsenrations  which  follow,  down  to  <*  benignity  or  ma- 
lignity,** are  entirely  omitted  in  the  translation. 

•  So  all  the  editions :  a  second  intmd  baring  probably  dropped  out  accidentally. 
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ganbnUy  ;  which  is  commonly  also  ascribed  to  God  as  a  mag- 
nanimity.  So  ftirther  deserved  it  to  be  considered  by  Aristotle, 
that  there  is  a  dUpositian  in  conversation  {supposing  it  in  things 
which  do  in  no  sort  touch  or  concern  a  maxCs  self)  to  soothe  and 
please,  and  a  disposition  contrary  to  contradict  and  cross  ;  and 
deserveth  it  not  much  better  to  be  considered,  that  there  is  a 
disposition,  not  in  conversation  or  talk  but  in  matter  of  mare 
serious  nature,  (and  supposing  it  still  in  things  merely  indif" 
ferent^  to  take  pleasure  in  the  good  of  another,  and  a  disposition 
contrariwise  to  take  distaste  at  the  good  of  another;  which  is  that 
property  ^  which  we  call  good-nature  or  ill-nature,  benignity  or 
malignity  ?  And  therefore  I  cannot  sufficiently  marvel  that 
this  part  of  knowledge  touching  the  several  characters  of 
natures  and  dispositions  should  be  omitted  both  in  morality  and 
policy,  considering  it  is  of  so  great  ministery  and  suppeditation 
to  them  both.  A  man  shall  find  in  the  traditions  of  astrology 
some  pretty  and  apt  divisions  of  men's  natures,  according  to 
the  predominances  of  the  planets;  lovers  of  quiet,  lovers  of 
action,  lovers  of  victory,  lovers  of  honour,  lovers  of  pleasure, 
lovers  of  arts,  lovers  of  change,  and  so  forth.  A  man  shall  find 
in  the  wisest  sort  of  these  Relations  which  the  Italians  make 
touching  Conclaves,  the  natures  of  the  several  Cardinals  hand- 
somely and  lively  painted  forth.  A  man  shall  meet  with  in 
every  day's  conference  the  denominations  of  sensitive,  dry, 
formal,  real,  humorous,  certain,  huomo  di  prima  impressione, 
huomo  di  ultima  impressione,  and  the  like  ':  and  yet  neverthe- 
less this  kind  of  observations  wandereth  in  words,  but  is'  not 
fixed  in  inquiry.  For  the  distinctions  are  found  (many  of 
them),  but  we  conclude  no  precepts  upon  them;  wherein  our 
fault  is  the  greater,  because  both  history,  poesy,  and  daily 
experience  are  as  goodly  fields  where  these  observations  grow ; 
whereof  we  make  a  few  posies  to  hold  in  our  hands,  but  no 
man  bringeth  them  to  the  confectionary,  that  receits  might  be 
made  of  them  for  use  of  life.^ 

*  property  both  in  the  origtaial,  and  In  edd.  1629  and  1653. 

'  This  tentence  is  omitted  in  the  translation ;  perhaps  firom  the  difficulty  of  finding 
equivalent  terms  in  Latin ;  but  the  substance  of  the  observation  is  contained  in  the 
remark  (transplanted  ftom  a  fMiner  paiagraph)  that  in  this  matter  the  common  talk 
of  men  is  wiser  than  their  books. 

*  Of  both  in  the  original  and  in  edd.  1629  and  1633. 

*  In  place  of  this  we  have  in  the  translation  a  passage  of  considerable  length  recom- 
mending the  wiser  lort  of  historians  as  supplying  the  best  material  for  this  kind  of 
treatise ;  not  only  in  the  formal  character  which  they  commonly  give  of  any  principal 
personage  on  recording  his  death,  but  still  more  in  the  occasional  observations  inter- 
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Of  much  like  kind  are  ihoee  impressions  of  nature^  which  are 
imposed  upon  the  mind  by  the  sex,  by  the  aye,  by  the  reyion,  by 
health  and  sickness,  by  beauty  and  deformity,  and  the  like^  which 
are  inherent  and  not  extern ;  and  again  those  which  are  caused 
by  extern  fortune ;  as  sovereiynty,  nobility,  obscure  birth,  riches, 
want,  mayistracy,  pi-ivateness,  prosperity,  adversity,  constant  for- 
tune,  variable  fortune,  rising  per  saUum,  per  gradus,  and  the  like. 
And  therefore  we  see  that  Plautus  maketh  it  a  wonder  to  see  an 
old  man  beneficent ;  benignitas  hufus  ut  adolescentuU  est :  [he  is 
as  generous  as  if  he  were  a  young  man :]  St  Paul  concludeth* 
that  severity  of  discipline  was  to  be  used  to  the  Cretans^  Increpa 
COS  dure,  [rebuke  them  sharply »]  upon  the  disposition  of  their 
country ;  Cretenses  semper  mendaces,  make  bestuB,  ventres  pigri : 
[the  Cretans  are  alway  liars,  evil  beasts,  slow  bellies:]  Sallust 
noteth  that  it  is  usual  with  Kings  to  desire  contradictories ;  Sed 
plerumgue  regite  voluntates,  ut  vehementes  sunt,  sic  mobiles,  stepe^' 
que  ips(B  sibi  advers<B :  [royal  desires,  as  they  are  violent,  so 
are  they  changeable,  and  often  incompatible  with  each  other:] 
Tacitus  observeth  how  rarely  raising  of  the  fortune  mendeth 
the  disposition;  Solus  Vespasianus  mutatus  in  melius:  [Ves- 
pasian the  only  one  of  the  emperors  that  changed  for  the  better:] 
Pindarus  maketh  an  observation  that  great  and  sudden  fortune 
for  the  most  part  defeateth  men' ;  Qui  magnam  felicitatem  con^ 
coquere  non  possunt :  [that  cannot  digest  great  felicity :]  so  the 
Psalm  sheweth  it  is  more  easy  to  keep  a  measure  in  the  enjoy- 
ing *  of  fortune  than  in  the  increase  of  fortune ;  IHvitus  si  afflu" 
ant,  Holite  cor  apponere:  [if  riches  increase  set  not  your  heart 
upon  them].  These  observations  and  the  like  I  deny  not  but 
are  touched  a  little  by  Aristotle  as  in  passage  in  his  Rhetorics, 
and  are  handled  in  some  scattered  discourses ;  but  they  were 
never  incorporate  into  Moral  Philosophy,  to  which  they  do 

woven  into  the  body  of  the  narrative,  when  in  relating  any  of  his  actions  they  fntro- 
dace  some  remark  upon  his  nature  and  disposition.  Bacon  instances  the  character  of 
Africanus  and  the  elder  Cato  as  drawn  by  Livy ;  of  TiberiiLS  Claudius,  and  Neio,  in 
Tacitus ;  of  Septimius  Sevenis,  in  Herodian  ;  of  Louis  XI.  in  Pbiilp  de  Comines  ;  of 
Ferdinand,  Maximilian,  Leo,  and  Clement,  in  OuicciardinL  (His  own  Henry  VIL 
would  have  furnished  another  instance,  as  good  as  any.)  Of  these  he  would  have  a 
ta\\  and  careful  analysis  made,  exhibiting  not  the  entire  character,  but  the  several 
features  and  individual  peculiarities  of  mind  and  disposition  which  make  it  up,  (tma- 
ginum  iptamm  lineee  et  dvehu  magtM  itmpHces^)  with  their  connexion  and  bearing  one 
upon  another : — a  kind  of  moml  and  mental  anatomy,  as  a  basis  for  a  system  of  moral 
and  mental  medicine.  He  prefers  the  historians  to  the  poets  for  this  purpose,  because 
in  the  poets  the  characters  are  commonly  drawn  with  exaggeration* 

*  animoB  plerurnqne  enervart  et  Mohere. —  De  Aug. 

*  ^atu,  —  De  Aug. 
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essentially  appertain ;  as  the  knowledge  of  the  diversity  of 
grounds  and  moulds  doth  ta  agriculture^  and  the  knowledge  of 
the  diversity  of  complexions  and  constitutions  doth  to  the  phy- 
sician ;  except  we  mean  to  follow  the  indiscretion  of  empirics, 
which  minister  the  same  medicines  to  all  patients. 

Another  article  of  this  knowledge  is  the  inquiry  touching  the 
affections ;  for  as  in  medicining  of  the  body  it  is  in  order  first 
to  know  the  divers  complexions  and  constitutions,  secondly  the 
diseases,  and  lastly  the  cures ;  so  in  medicining  of  the  mind, 
after  knowledge  of  the  divers  characters  of  men's  natures,  it 
followeth  in  order  to  know  the  diseases  and  infirmities  of  the 
mind,  which  are  no  other  than  the  perturbations  and  distempers 
of  the  affections.  For  as  the  ancient  politiques'  in  popular 
estates  were  wont  to  compare  the  people  to  the  sea  and  the 
orators  to  the  winds,  because  as  the  sea  would  of  itself  be  cahn 
and  quiet  if  the  winds  did  not  move  and  trouble  it,  so  the 
people  would  be  peaceable  and  tractable  if  the  seditious  orators 
did  not  set  them  in  working  and  agitation ;  so  it  may  be  fitly 
said,  that  the  mind  in  the  nature  thereof  would  be  temperate 
and  stayed,  if  the  affections,  as  winds,  did  not  put  it  into 
tumult  and  perturbation.  And  here  again  I  find  strange,  as 
before,  that  Aristotle  should  have  written  divers  volumes  of 
Ethics,  and  never  handled  the  affections,  which  is  the  principal 
subject  thereof;  and  yet  in  his  Rhetorics,  where  they  are  con- 
sidered but  collaterally  and  in  a  second  degree  {as  they  may  be 
moved  by  speech),  he  findeth  place  for  them,  and  handleth  them 
well  for  the  quantity ;  but  where  their  true  place  is,  he  preter- 
mitteth  them.  For  it  is  not  his  disputations  about  pleasure  and 
pain  that  can  satisfy  this  inquiry,  no  more  than  he  that  should 
generally  handle  the  nature  of  light  can  be  said  to  handle  the 
nature  of  colours ;  for  pleasure  and  pain  are  to  the  particular 
affections  as  light  is  to  particular  odours.  Better  traviuls  I 
suppose  had  the  Stoics  taken  in  this  argument,  as  far  as  I  can 
gather  by  that  which  we  have  at  second  hand :  but  yet  it  is 
like  it  was  after  their  manner,  rather  in  subtilty  of  definitions 
(which  in  a  subject  of  this  nature  are  but  curiosities)  than  in 
active  and  ample  descriptions  and  observations.  So  likewise  I 
find  some  particular  writings  of  an  elegant  nature  touching 
some  of  the  affections ;  as  of  anger,  of  comfort  upon  adverse 

^  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  has  in  poiUiques, 
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accidents  *,  of  tetidemeu  of  ccwiUenanee  \  and  other.  Bat  the 
poets  and  writeni  of  histories  are  the  best  doctors  of  this  know- 
ledge ;  where  we  may  find  painted  forth  with  great  life,  how 
affections  are  kindled  and  incited;  and  how  pacified  and  re- 
firuned;  and  how  again  contained  firom  act  and  fiirther  d^ree; 
how  they  disclose  themselves,  how  they  work,  how  they  Yary, 
how  they  gather  and  fortify*,  how  they  are  in  wrapped  one 
within  another,  and  how  they  do  fight  and  encounter  one  with 
another,  and  other  the  like  particularities:  amongst  the  whidi 
this  hist  is  of  special  nse  in  moral  and  ciyil  matters;  how  (I 
say)  to  set  affection  against  affection,  and  to  master  one  by 
another ;  even  as  we  use  to  hunt  beast  with  beast  and  fly  bird 
with  bird,  which  otherwise  percase  we  could  not  so  eadly  re* 
cover:  upon  which  foundation  is  erected  that  exoeUent  use  of 
pr^BBuum  and  pcena,  whereby  civil  states  conost;  employing 
the  predominant  affections  of/ear  and  hope,  for  the  suppresdng 
and  bridling  the  rest  For  as  in  the  government  of  states  it  is 
sometimes  necessary  to  bridle  one  fiustion  with  another,  so  it  is 
in  the  government  within* 

Kow  come  we  to  those  points  which  are  within  our  own 
command,  and  have  force  and  operation  upon  the  mind  to  affect 
the  will  and  appetite  and  to  alter  manners:  wherein  they 
ought  to  have  handled  custom,  exercise,  habit,  education,  er- 
ampU,  imitation,  emulation,  company,  friends,  praise,  reproof, 
exhortation,  fame,  laws,  hooks,  studies:  these  as^  they  have 
determinate  use  in  moralities,  firom  these  the  mind  sufiereth, 
and  of  these  are  such  receipts  and  regiments  compounded  and 
described,  as  may  seem  to  recover  or  preserve  the  health  and 
good  estate  of  the  mind,  as  far  as  pertaineth  to  human  me- 
dicine :  of  which  number  we  will  visit  ^  upon  some  one  or  two 
as  an  example  of  the  rest,  because  it  were  too  long  to  prosecute 
all ;  and  therefore  we  do  resume  Custom  and  Habit  to  speak  o£ 

The  opinion  of  Aristotie  seemeth  to  me  a  negligent  opinion, 
that  of  those  things  which  consist  by  nature  notiiing  can  be 
changed  by  custom;  using  for  example,  that  if  a  stone  be 

>  This  iB  omitted  in  the  tnintlatioD. 

*  This  I  suppose  is  what  the  French  call  mawaiM  hontt.  The  tnnslatioii  is  Dt 
intitiU  vtrecundia,  which  is  the  Latin  rendering  of  vcpl  9wrmwlas,  the  title  of  a  tnct 
by  Plutarch. 

'  This  is  omitted  in  the  translation. 

«  So  in  aU  the  editions.  Perhaps  it  should  be  are.  (J7ae<iiim  nuU  itta  qiut  regnant 
in  moraHbui.)    Utube  right,  we  should  probably  read,  >!ir  .^vm  these  kc 

«  So  the  original  Edd.  1629  and  1633  have  insist:  perhaps  rightiy.  ThetnuM- 
lation  has  imimi  ant  aJterum  dtlipemus  in  quibus  pauRuhim  immorabimnr. 
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thrown  ten  thonsttiid  times  up,  it  will  not  learn  to  ascend ;  and 
that  by  often  seeing  or  hearings  we  do  not  learn  to  see  or  hear 
the  better.  For  though  this  principle  be  true  in  things  where** 
m  nature  is  peremptory^  (the  reason  whereof  we  cannot  now 
stand  to  discuss,)  yet  it  is  otherwise  in  things  wherein  nature 
admitteth  a  latitude.  For  he  might  see  that  a  strait  glove  will 
come  more  easily  on  with  use^  and  that  a  wand  will  by  use 
bend  otherwise  than  it  grew^  and  that  by  use  of  the  voice  we 
speak  louder  and  stronger,  and  that  by  use  of  enduring  heat  or 
eold  we  endure  it  the  better,  and  the  like :  which  later  sort 
have  a  nearer  resemblance  unto  that  subject  of  manners  he 
handleth  than  those  instances  which  he  allegeth.  But  allowing 
his  conclusion,  thai  virtues  and  meet  consist  in  habit,  he  ought 
so  much  the  more  to  have  taught  the  manner  of  superinducing 
that  habit :  for  there  be  many  precepts  of  the  wise  ordering 
the  exercises  of  the  mind,  as  tliere  is  of  ordering  the  exercises 
of  the  body ;  whereof  we  will  recite  a  few. 

The  first  shall  be,  that  we  beware  we  take  not  at  the  first 
either  too  high  a  strain  or  too  weak:  for  if  too  high,  in  a 
diffident  ^  nature  you  discourage ;  in  a  confident  nature  you 
breed  an  opinion  of  facility,  and  so  a  sloth ;  and  in  all  natures 
you  breed  a  further  expectation  than  can  hold  out,  and  so  an 
insatisfiu^tion'  on  the  end :  if  too  weak  of  the  other  side,  you 
may  not  look  to  perform  and  overcome  any  great  task. 

Another  precept  is,  to  practise  all  things  chiefly  at  two 
several  times,  the  one  when  the  mind  is  best  disposed,  the 
other  when  it  is  worst  cUsposed ;  that  by  the  one  you  may 
gain  a  great  step,  by  the  other  you  may  work  out  ^e  knots 
and  stonds  of  the  mind,  and  make  the  middle  times  the  more 
easy*  and  pleasant. 

Another  precept  is,  that  whidi  Aristotle  mentioneih  by  the 
way,  which  is  to  bear  ever  towards  the  contrary  extreme  of 
that  whereunto  we  are  by  nature  inclined :  like  unto  die  rowing 
against  the  stream,  or  making  a  wand  straight  by  bending^  him 
contrary  to  his  natural  crookedness. 

Another  precept  is,  that  the  mind  is  brought  to  any  thing 
better,  and  with  more  sweetness  and  happiness,  if  that  where* 

>  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.    The  original  hai  different. 

*  And  Uienoe  a  dlBCOuragement  —  (id  quod  animtun  eempn  dejieii  et  confundil), 

'  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.  The  original  has  cottVy.  Poulbly  Bacon  wrote  rant  more 
eaeify.  The  translation  has  fuiU  et  phdde  ddaheniw.  This  part  of  the  original 
edition  is  carelessly  printed. 

*  So  ed.  1633.     The  original  has  hynding^  and  ed.  1 629  binding, 
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unto,  you  pretend  be  not  first  in  the  intention^  but  tanqvam 
alhid  agendo^  because  of  the  natural  hatred  of  the  nund  against 
necessity  and  constraint  Many  other  axioms  there  are  touch- 
ing the  managing  of  Exercise  and  Custom;  which  being  so 
conducted,  doth  prove  indeed  another  nature;  but  being  go- 
verned by  chance,  doth  commonly  prove  but  an  ape  of  naturcj 
and  bringeth  forth  that  which  is  lame  and  counterfeit. 

So  if  we  should  handle  books  and  studies,  and  what  influence 
and  operation  they  have  upon  manners,  are  there  not  divera 
precepts  of  great  caution  and  direction  appertuning  thereunto? 
Did  not  one  of  the  fathers  in  great  indignation  call  Poesy  vinum 
deBtnonum,  because  it  increaseth  temptations,  perturbations,  and 
vain  opinions?  Is  not  the  opinion  of  Aiistotie  wortiiy  to  be 
regarded,  wherein  he  saith  that  young  men  are  no  fit  auditors 
of  moral  philosophy  ^  because  they  are  not  settied  from  the 
boiling  heat  of  their  affections,  nor  attempered  with  time  and 
experience  ?<vAnd  doth  it  not  hereof  come,  that  those  ex- 
cellent books  and  discourses  of  the  ancient  writers  (whereby 
they  have  persuaded  unto  virtue  most  effectually,  by  repre- 
senting her  in  state  and  majesty,  and  popular  opinions  against 
virtue  in  their  parasites'  coats,  fit  to  be  scorned  and  derided,) 
are  of  so  little  effect  towards  honesty  of  life,  because  they  are 
not  read  and  revolved  by  men  in  their  mature  and  settied 
years,  but  confined  almost  to  boys  and  beginners?  But  is  it 
not  true  also,  that  much  less  young  men  are  fit  auditors  of 
matters  of  policy,  till  they  have  been  throughly  seasoned  in  re- 
ligion and  morality ;  lest  their  judgments  be  corrupted,  and 
made  apt  to  think  that  there  are  no  true  differences  of  things, 
but  according  to  utility  and  fortune ;  as  the  verse  describes  it, 
Prosperum  et  felix  scelus  virtus  vocatur;  [a  crime  that  is  suc* 
cessful  is  called  a  virtue;]  and  again,  lUe  crucem  pretium  sceleris 
tulitf  hie  diadema;  [the  same  crime  is  rewarded  in  one  man 
with  a  gibbet  and  in  another  with  a  crown ;]  which  the  poets  do 
speak  satirically,  and  in  indignation  on  virtue's  behalf;  but 
books  of  policy  do  speak  it  seriously  and  positively ;  for  so  it 
pleaseth  Machiavel  to  say,  that  if  CtBsar  had  been  overthrown 

*  Not  of  moral  but  of  poliHcal  philosophy.  See  Mr.  Ellis's  note,  Vol.  I.  p.  739. 
That  In  the  pouage  there  quoted  fh>ni  TroiluB  and  Cresilda  the  obeervatlon  and  the 
error  were  both  derived  directly  from  the  Advancement  of  Learning  admits  of  little 
doubt.  But  how  came  Vlrgilio  Malvezzi,  in  his  Discorti  topra  Comdio  T\mto 
published  in  1622,  to  make  the  same  mistake  ?  **  £  non  k  dlscordante  da  questa  mla 
opinione  Aristotele,  11  qual  dice,  che  1  giovani  non  sono  buoni  ascultatori  delle  moraU,^ 
I  quote  from  ed.  1635.     The  passage  occurs  In  the  address  to  the  reader,  p.  3. 
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he  would  have  beefTtnare  odious  than  ever  was  Catiline ;  as  if 
there  had  been  no  difference  but  in  fortune,  between  a  very 
fury  of  lust  and  blood,  and  the  most  excellent  spirit  (his  ambi- 
tion reserved)  of  the  world?  Again,  is  there  not  a  caution 
likewise  to  be  given  of  the  doctrines  of  moralities  themselves 
(some  kinds  of  them,)  lest  they  make  men  too  precise,  arrc^ant^ 
incompatible ;  as  Cicero  saith  of  Cato,  In  Marco  Catone  h(Bc 
bona  qua  videmus  divina  et  egregia^  ipsius  scitote  esse  propria  ; . 
qucB  nonnunquam  requirimus,  ea  sunt  omnia  non  a  naturd,  sed  a 
magistro:  [his  excellencies  were  his  own,  his  defects  came 
from  the  school-master]  ?  Many  other  axioms  and  advices  there 
are  touching  those  proprieties  and  effects  which  studies  do 
infuse  and  instil  into  manners.  And  so  likewise  is  there  touch- 
ing the  use  of  all  those  other  points,  of  company,  fame,  laws, 
and  the  rest,  which  we  recited  in  the  beginning  in  the  doctrine 
of  morality. 

But  there  is  a  kind  of  Culture  of  the  Mind  that  seemeth  yet 
more  accurate  and  elaborate  than  the  rest,  and  is  built  upon 
this  ground ;  that  the  minds  of  all  men  are  at  some  times  in  a 
state  more  perfect,  and  at  other  times  in  a  state  more  depraved. 
The  purpose  therefore  of  this  practice  ^  b  to  fix  and  dierish 
the  good  hours  of  the  mind,  and  to  obliterate  and  take  forth 
the  evil.  The  fixing  of  the  good  hath  been  practised  by  two 
means ;  vows  or  constant  resolutions ;  and  observances  or  ex- 
ercises ;  which  are  not  to  be  regarded  so  much  in  themselves, 
as  because  they  keep  the  mind  in  continual  obedience.  The 
obliteration  of  the  evil  hath  been  practised  by  two  means; 
some  kind  of  redemption  or  expiation  of  that  which  is  past ; 
and  an  inception  or  account  de  novo  for  the  time  to  come.  But 
this  part  seemeth  sacred  and  religious,  and  justiy ;  for  all  good 
Moral  Philosophy  (as  was  said)  is  but  an  handmaid  to  re- 
ligion. 

Wherefore  we  will  conclude  with  that  last  point  which  is  of 
all  other  means  .the  most  compendious  and  smnmary,  and 
again  the  most  noble  and  effectual,  to  the  reducing  of  the  mind 
unto  virtue  and  good  estate ;  which  is  the  electing  and  pro- 
pounding unto  a  man's  self  good  and  virtuous  ends  of  his  life, 
such  as  may  be  in  a  reasonable  sort  within  his  compass  to  attain. 
For  if  these  two  things  be  supposed,  that  a  man  set  before  him 
honest  and  good  ends,  and  again  that  he  be  resolute,  constant, 

'  I.  e.  method  of  culture  {hujus  ctdtura  inUniio  et  institutum). 
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and  trae  unto  them>  it  will  follow  lliat  he  shall  mould  himself 
into  all  Tirtae  at  once.  And  this  is  indeed  like  the  work  of 
nature;  whereas  the  other  course  is  like  the  work  of  the  hand. 
For  as  when  a  carver  makes  an  image,  he  shapes  only  that  part 
whereupon  he  workath;  as  if  he  be  upon  the  face,  that  part 
which  shall  be  the  body  is  but  a  rude  stone  still,  till  such  times 
as  he  comes  to  it;  but  contrariwise  when  nature  makes  a  flower 
or  living  creature,  she  formeth  rudiments  of  all  the  ports  at  one 
time;  so  in  obtaining  virtue  by  habU^  while  a  man  praotiseth 
temperance,  he  doth  not  profit  much  to  fortitude,  nor  the  like ; 
but  when  he  dedicateth  and  applieth  himself  to  good  ends,  look 
what  virtue  soever  the  pursuit  and  passage  towards  those  ends 
doth  commend  unto  him,  he  is  invested  of  a  precedent  disposi-* 
tion  to  conform  himself  thereunto ;  which  state  of  mind  Ari- 
stotle doth  excellently  express  himself,  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
called  virtuous,  but  divine:  his  words  are  these:  ImnrnnUaii 
autem  cansentaneum  est  opponere  earn,  qua  supra  humamtatem 
est,  heraicam  sive  divinam  virtuiem :  and  a  little  after.  Nam  tU 
fer<B  neque  viiium  neque  virtus  est,  sic  neque  Dei:  sed  hie  quidem 
status  altius  quiddam  virtuie  est,  iUe  aliud  quiddam  a  vitio : 
[that  which  answers  to  the  brutal  degree  of  vice  is  the  heroical 
or  divine  degree  of  virtue.  .  .  .  For  as  neither  virtue  nor  vice 
can  be  predicated  of  a  brute,  so  neither  can  it  of  a  God :  the  di« 
vine  condition  being  something  higher  than  virtue,  the  brutal 
something  different  from  vice].  And  therefore  we  may  see 
what  celsitude  of  honour  Plinius  Secundns  attributeth  to  Tra* 
jan  in  his  funeral  oration  ^  where  he  said,  that  men  needed  to 
make  no  other  prayers  to  the  gods,  but  that  they  would  continue  as 
good  lards  to  them  as  Trajan  had  been  ;  as  if  he  had  not  been 
only  an  imitation  of  divine  nature,  but  a  pattern  of  it  But 
these  be  heathen  and  pro&ne  passages,  having  but  a  shadow  of 
that  divine  state  of  mind  which  religion  and  the  holy  faith  doth 
conduct  men  unto,  by  imprinting  upon  their  souls  Charity, 
which  is  excellently  called  the  bond  of  Perfection,  because  it 
comprehendeth  and  fasteneth  all  virtues  together.  And  as'  it  is 
elegantly  said  by  Menander  of  vain  love,  which  is  but  a  false 
imitation  of  divine  love.  Amor  meKor  sophista  kevo  ad  humanam 
vitam,  that  love  teacheth  a  man  to  carry  himself  better  than 
the  sophist  or  preceptor,  which  he  calleth  left-handed,  because 

>  The  words  <*  funeral  oration  "  are  omitted  lo  the  translation.  It  was  not  a  ftmend 
oration,  but  a  Panegyric  spoken  In  Tngan's  presence.     See  above,  p.  430. 
'  So  «dd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  oiliiti  a«. 
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with  all  hiB  rules  and  preceptions  he  cannot  form  a  man  so 
dexterously y  nor  with  that  facility  to  prize  himself  and  govern 
himself^  as  love  can  do ;  so  certainly  if  a  man's  mind  be  truly 
inflamed  with  charity^  it  doth  work  him  suddenly  into  greater 
perfection  than  all  the  doctrine  of  morality  can  doj  which  is  but 
a  sophist  in  comparison  of  the  other.  Nay  further,  as  Xenophon 
observed  truly  that  all  other  affections,  though  they  raise  the 
mind,  yet  they  do  it  by  distorting  and  uncomeliness  of  ecstasies 
or  excesses;  but  only  love  doth  exalt  the  nund,  and  nevertheless 
at  the  same  instant  doth  settle  and  compose  it ;  so  in  all  other 
excellencies,  though  they  advance  nature,  yet  they  are  subject 
to  excess;  only  charity  admitteth  no  excess:  for  so  we  see, 
aspiring  to  be  like  God  in  power,  the  angels  transgressed  and 
fell;  Ascendant,  et  ero  similis  AUissimo;  [I  will  ascend  and 
be  like  unto  the  Highest:]  by  aspiring  to  be  like  God  in  know* 
ledge,  man  transgressed  and  fell ;  Eritis  stctU  Dn,  scientes  bonum 
et  malum  ;  [ye  shall  be  as  Gods,  knowing  good  and  evil ;]  but 
by  aspiring  to  a  similitude  of  God  in  goodness  or  love,  neither 
man  nor  angel  ever  transgressed  or  shall  transgress.  For  unto 
that  imitation  we  are  called :  Diligite  inimieos  vestros,  benefaeite 
eis  qui  oderunt  vos,  et  orate  pro  persequentSms  et  calumnUmtibus 
vos,  ut  sitis  Jllu  Patris  vestri  qui  in  coBlis  est,  qui  solem  suum 
oririfacit  super  bonos  et  mahs,  et  pltdt  super  justos  et  injustos  ; 
[love  your  enemies,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray 
for  them  which  despitefully  use  you  and  persecute  you ;  that 
ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven, 
who  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and 
sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust].  So  in  the  first  plat- 
form of  the  divine  nature  itself,  the  heathen  religion  speaketh 
thus,  Optimus  Maximus,  [Best  and  Greatest :]  and  the  sacred 
Scriptures  thus,  Misericordia  ejus  super  omnia  opera  ejus,  [his 
mercy  is  over  all  his  works]. 

Wherefore  I  do  conclude  this  part  of  moral  knowledge,  con- 
cerning the  Culture  and  Begiment  of  the  Mind ;  wherein  if  any 
man,  considering  the  parts  thereof  which  I  have  enumerated, 
do  judge  that  my  labour  is  but  to  collect  into  an  Art  or  Science 
that  which  hath  been  pretermitted  by  others  as  matter  of  com- 
mon sense  and  experience,  he  judgedi  well.  But  as  Philocrates 
sported  with  Demosthenes,  You  may  not  marvel  {Athenians,) 
that  Demostlienes  and  I  do  differ,  for  he  drinheth  water,  and  I 
drink  wine  ;  and  like  as  we  read  of  an  ancient  parable  of  the  two 
gates  of  sleep, 
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Sunt  gemins  flonrni  ports :  quamm  altera  fertur 
Cornea,  qua  verb  fadlis  datnr  exitus  umbria : 
Altera  candenti  perfecta  nitena  elephanto^ 
Sed  falsa  ad  caelum  mittunt  iaaomnia  manea : 
[Two  gates  there  are  of  sleep ;  of  horn  the  onei 
Bj  which  the  true  shades  pass ;  of  ivory 
Burnished  and  white  the  other,  but  through  it 
Into  the  upper  world  false  dreams  are  sent :] 

80  if  we  put  on  eobriety  and  attention^  we  sball  find  it  a  sure 
maxim  in  knowledge,  that  the  more  pleasant  liquor  {of  wine)  is 
the  more  vaporous,  and  the  braver  gate  (of  ivory)  sendeth  forth 
the  falser  dreams.^ 

But  we  have  now  concluded  that  general  part  of  Hnman 
Philosophy 9  which  contemplateth  man  segreyate,  and  as  he  con" 
eisteth  of  body  and  spirit.  Wherein  we  may  further  note,  that 
there  seemeth  to  be  a  relation  or  conformity  between  the  good 
of  the  mind  and  the  good  of  the  body.  For  as  we  divided  the 
good  of  the  body  into  healthy  beauty ^  strength^  and  pleasure;  so 
the  good  of  the  mind,  inquired  in  rational  and  moral  know- 
ledges ^  tendeth  to  this,  to  make  the  mind  sound,  and  without 
perturbation ;  beautiful,  and  graced  with  decency ;  and  strong 
and  agile  for  all  duties  of  life.  These  three,  as  in  the  body  so 
in  the  mind,  seldom  meet,  and  commonly  sever.  For  it  is  easy 
to  observe  that  many  have  strength  of  wit  and  courage,  but 
have  neither  health  from  perturbations,  nor  any  beauty  or  de- 
cency in  their  doings :  some  again  have  an  elegancy  and  fine- 
ness of  carriage,  which  have  neither  soundness  of  honesty,  nor 
substance  of  sufficiency :  and  some  again  have  honest  and  re- 
formed minds,  that  can  neither  become  themselves  nor  manage 
business:  and  sometimes  two  of  them  meet,  and  rarely  all 
three.  As  for  pleasure,  we  have  likewise  determined  that  the 
mind  ought  not  to  be  reduced  to  stupid,  but  to  retain  pleasure ; 

■  The  Allusion  to  Phllocrates  and  Demosthenes  and  to  the  difference  between  wine 
and  water  is  omitted  in  the  translation ;  probably  because  Bacon  had  since  used  the  same 
illustration  in  an  opposite  sense  (see  No».  Org,  i.  123.  >,  taking  the  wine  to  represent  his 
own  philosophy,  with  its  variety  of  material  and  elaborate  processes  of  manufkcture,  and 
the  water  to  represent  the  popular  philosophy  of  his  time  which  was  content  with  what 
came ;  and  the  present  passage  reads  the  clearer  and  better  for  the  omission.  After 
"hejudgeth  well,**  yet  let  him  remember  (he  says)  that  the  ol^ect  I  am  in  pursuit  of 
is  not  beauty  and  foir  appearance,  but  utility  and  truth ;  and  let  him  a  little  call  to 
mind  the  meaning  of  that  ancient  parable.  Sunt  gemina  somni  portdi,  &c.  Great  no 
doubt  is  the  magnificence  of  the  ivory  gate,  but  the  true  dreams  pass  by  the  gate  of 
horn. 

*  j.  «.  considered  with  reference  to  reason  and  morals  — (at  juxta  morah$  docUrimm 
tcHa  iUud  contempiemur). 
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confined  rather  in  the  subject  of  it^  than  in  the  strength  and 
vigour  of  it^ 

%  *  Civil  Knowledge  is  conversant  about  a  subject  which  of 
all  others  b  most  immersed  in  matter^  and  hardliest  reduced  to 
axiom.  Nevertheless,  as  Cato  the  censor  said.  That  the  Romans 
foere  like  sheep,  for  that  a  man  might  better  drive  a  flock  of  them, 
than  one  of  them  ;  for  in  a  flock,  if  you  could  get  but  some  few 
go  right,  the  rest  would  follow :  so  in  that  respect  moral  phi- 
losophy is  more  di£GiciIe  than  policy.  Again,  moral  philosophy 
propoundeth  to  itself  the  framing  of  internal  goodness;  but 
civil  knowledge  requireth  only  an  external  goodness ;  for  that 
as  to  society  sufficeth ;  and  therefore  it  cometh  oft  to  pass  that 
there  be  evil  times  in  good  governments :  for  so  we  find  in  the 
holy  story,  when  the  kings  were  good,  yet  it  is  added,  Sed  ad^, 
hue  populus  non  direxerat '  cor  suum  ad  Dominum  Deum  patrum 
suarum;  [but  as  yet  the  people  had  not  turned  their  hearts 
towards  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers].  Again,  States,  as  great 
engines,  move  slowly,  and  are  not  so  soon  put  out  of  frame : 
for  as  in  Egypt  the  seven  good  years  sustained  the  seven  bad, 
80  governments  for  a  time  well  groimded  do  bear  out  errors 
following :  but  the  resolution  of  particular  persons  is  more  sud- 
denly subverted  These  respects  do  somewhat  qualify  the  ex- 
treme di£Sculty  of  civil  knowledge. 

This  knowledge  hath  three  parts,  according  to  the  three 
simmiary  actions  of  society ;  which  are  Conversation,  Negotia- 
tion, and  Government.  For  man  seeketh  in  society  comfort, 
use,  and  protection :  and  they  be  three  wisdoms  of  divers  na- 
tures, which  do  often  sever;  wisdom  of  the  behaviour,  wisdom 
of  buoness,  and  wisdom  of  state. 

The  wisdom  of  Conversation  ought  not  to  be  over  much 
affected,  but  much  less  despised ;  for  it  hath  not  only  an  honour 
in  itself,  but  an  influence  also  into  business  and  government.^ 
The  poet  saith, 

>  For  in  a  mind  properly  dtspoted,  the  act  and  exercise  of  virtue  ought  to  he  ae« 
companled  with  a  wnae  of  pleasure ;  as  Is  more  clearly  expressed  in  the  translation* 
There  are  some,  he  says,  who  have  both  health,  beauty,  and  strength  of  mind  ;  and  so 
perform  their  duties  well ;  but,  from  a  kind  of  Stoical  severity  and  insensibility,  take 
no  pleasure  in  them  (§td  tamtM  Sioiea  quadam  trUUtia  et  uifidUaU  prMUH,  virtutit 
qimidem  aetiomei  ftrerceai,  ffomdiit  nom  ptrfruuniury. 

*  De  Aug.  viiL  1. 

'  tUxerat  in  the  original  and  also  In  edd.  1629  and  1633.    direxerat. — De  Aug. 

^  In  the  transUtlon  he  compares  the  value  of  Conversation  in  business  to  that  of 
action  in  oratory. 
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Nee  vulttt  destrue  verba  tuo : 

a  man  may  destroy  the  force  of  his  words  with  his  countenance: 
80  may  he  of  his  deeds^  sidth  Cicero;  recommending  to  his  brother 
affability  and  easy  access ;  Nil  interest  habere  ostium  apertum^ 
vultutn  clausum  ;  it  is  nothing  won  to  admit  men  with  an  open 
door,  and  to  receive  them  with  a  shut  and  reserved  countenance. 
So  we  see  Atticus,  before  the  first  interview  between  Cs&sar 
and  Cicero,  the  war  depending,  did  seriously  advise  Cicero 
touching  the  composing  and  ordering  of  his  countenance  and 
gesture.  And  if  the  government  of  the  countenance  be  of  such 
effect,  much  more  is  that  of  the  speech,  and  other  carriage  ap- 
pertiuning  to  conversation ;  the  true  model  whereof  seemeth  to 
me  well  expressed  by  Livy,  though  not  meant  for  this  pur- 
pose; Ne  aut  arrogans  videar,  aut  obnoxius;  quorum  alterum 
est  alieruB  libertatis  oblitiy  alterum  stus :  the  sum  of  behaviour  is 
to  retain  a  man's  own  dignity,  without  intruding  upon  the 
liberty  of  others.  On  the  other  side,  if  behaviour  and  outward 
carriage  be  intended  too  much,  first  it  may  pass  into  affection  ^ 
and  then  quid  deformius  quam  scenam  in  vitam  transferrer  [what 
more  unseemly  than  to  be  always  playing  a  part;]  to  act  a 
man's  life  ?  But  although  it  proceed  not  to  that  extreme,  yet 
it  consumeth  time,  and  employeth  the  mind  too  much.  And 
therefore  as  we  use  to  advise  young  students  from  company 
keeping,  by  saying,  Amici  fures  temparis,  [friends  are  thieves 
of  time;]  so  certainly  the  intending  of  the  discretion  of  behaviour 
is  a  great  thief  of  meditation.  Again,  such  as  are  accompGshed 
in  that  honor*  of  urbanity  please  themselves  in  name',  and 
seldom  aspire  to  higher  virtue ;  whereas  those  that  have  defect 
in  it  do  seek  comeliness  by  reputation :  for  where  reputation 
is,  almost  every  thing  becometh ;  but  where  that  is  not,  it  must 
be  supplied  hj  puntos  and  compliments.     Again,  there  is  no 

>  So  the  origfaial.  Edd.  1629  and  1683  bsre  affeeioHoH  /  which  is  the  more  modern 
form  of  the  word.  But  the  other  was  I  think  the  more  common  when  the  Adwrnet' 
wuni  was  written. 

*  homr  in  original ;  hour  in  ed.  1633.  Ed.  1 629  hwt  forme ,-  which  is  the  reading 
of  all  the  modem  editions.  Bnt  foumu  conld  not  easily  be  mistaken  ibr  kowr,  whereas 
honor  carelessly  written  would  be  hardly  distinguishable  fh>m  it  The  translation 
also,  though  the  expression  is  altered,  presertes  the  idea  of  honour.  Qui  primtu  adeo 
in  ttrhamUxte  cbHnent  ei  ad  hone  rem  vnam  qnan  naii  vkteniur.  ^ 

•  So  both  the  original  and  ed.  1638.  Ed.  1629  has  «in  if /"which  has  been  ibliowed 
by  modem  editors.  The  translation  has  ut  aibi  iptU  in  iUa  tola  complaeeani.  If 
name  be  the  right  word  (which  I  doubt)  the  meaning  must  be  that  they  are  satisSed 
with  the  good  report  which  it  procures  them.  Peihaps  it  should  be  ^  please  them- 
selves in  the  same." 


THE  SECOND  BOOK.  447 

greater  impediment  of  action  tlian  an  over-curious  observance 
of  decency,  and  the  guide  of  decency,  which  is  time  and  season. 
For  as  Salomon  sayeth.  Qui  respicit  ad  ventasy  nan  seminat;  et 
qui  respicii  ad  nubes,  nan  metet;  [he  that  looketh  to  the  winds 
doth  not  sow,  and  he  that  regardeth  the  clouds  shall  not  reap:] 
a  man  must  make  his  opportunity,  as  oft  as  find  it  To  con- 
clude; Behaviour  seemeth  to  me  as  a  garment  of  the  mind, 
and  to  have  the  conditions  of  a  garment.  For  it  ought  to  be 
made  in  fuhion ;  it  ought  not  to  be  too  curious ;  it  ought  to 
be  shaped  so  as  to  set  forth  any  good  making  of  the  mind,  and 
hide  any  deformity;  and  above  all,  it  ought  not  to  be  too  strait 
or  restrained  for  exercise  or  ipotion.  But  this  part  of  civil 
knowledge  hath  been  elegantly  handled,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
report  it  for  deficient. 

T  ^  The  wisdom  touching  Negotiation  or  Business  hath  not 
been  hitherto  collected  into  writing,  to  the  great  derogation  of 
learning  and  the  professors  of  learning.  For  fix>m  this  root 
springeth  chiefly  that  note  or  opinion,  which  by  us  is  expressed 
in  adage  to  this  effect,  that  there  is  no  great  concurrence  be- 
tween learning  and  wisdom.  For  of  the  three  wisdoms  which 
we  have  set  down  to  pertain  to  civil  life,  for  wisdom  of  Be- 
haviour, it  is  by  learned  men  for  the  most  part  despised,  as  an 
inferior  to  virtue  and  an  enemy  to  meditation ;  for  wisdom  of 
Government,  they  acquit  themselves  well  when  they  are  called 
to  it,  but  that  happeneth  to  few ;  but  for  the  wisdom  of  Busi- 
ness, wherein  man's  life  is  most  conversant,  there  be  no  books 
of  it,  except  some  few  scattered  advertisements,  that  have  no 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  this  subject.  For  if  books  were 
written  of  this  as  the  other,  I  doubt  not  but  learned  men  with 
mean  experience  would  far  excel  men  of  long  experience  with- 
out learning,  and  outshoot  them  in  their  own  bow. 

Neither  needeth  it  at  all  to  be  doubted  that  this  knowledge 
should  be  so  variable  as  it  falleth  not  under  precept;  for  it  is 
much  less  infinite  than  sdence  of  Government,  whidi  we  see 
is  laboured  and  in  some  part  reduced.  Of  this  wisdom  it 
seemeth  some  of  the  ancient  Romans  in  the  saddest  and  wisest 
times  were  professors ;  for  Cicero  reporteth  that  it  was  then ' 
in  use  for  senators  that  had  name  and  opinion  for  general  wise 

«  De  Aug.  vlU.  2.  / 

*  i.c;  In  the  timet  of  which  he  writes— a  little  before  his  own.    (paMlo  ante  sua/ 
seevla,) 
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men,  as  Coruncanius,  Curiua,  Laslius,  and  manj  others,  to  walk 
at  certain  hours  in  the  Place,  and  to  give  audience  to  those 
that  would  use  their  advice ;  and  that  the  particular  citizens 
would  resort  unto  them,  and  consult  with  them  of  the  marriage 
of  a  daughter,  or  of  the  employing  of  a  son,  or  of  a  purchase  or 
bargain,  or  of  an  accusation,  and  every  other  occasion  incident 
to  man^s  life ;  so  as  there  is  a  wisdom  of  counsel  and  advice 
even  in  private  causes,  arising  out  of  an  universal  insight  into 
the  affairs  of  the  world ;  which  is  used  indeed  upon  particular 
cases  ^  propounded,  but  is  gathered  by  general  observation  of 
causes  of  like  nature.  For  so  we  see  in  the  book  which  Q. 
Cicero  *  writeth  to  his  brother  De  petitione  cotisulatus  (being  the 
only  book  of  business  that  I  know  written  by  the  ancients), 
although  it  concerned  a  particular  action  then  on  foot,  yet  the 
substance  thereof  consisteth  of  many  wbe  and  politic  axioms, 
which  contain  not  a  temporary  but  a  perpetual  direction  in  the 
case  of  popular  elections.  But  chiefly  we  may  see  in  those 
aphorisms  which  have  place  amongst  divine  writings,  composed 
by  Salomon  the  king,  of  whom  the  Scriptures  testify  that  his 
heart  was  as  the  sands  of  the  sea,  encompassing  the  world  and 
all  worldly  matters ;  we  see,  I  say,  not  a  few  profound  and  ex* 
cellent  cautions,  precepts,  positions,  extending  to  much  variety 
of  occasions;  whereupon  we  will  stay  awhile,  offering  to  con* 
sideration  some  number  of  examples.' 

Sed  et  cunctis  sermanibtis  qui  dicuntur  ne  accommodes  aurem 
tuanif  ne  forte  audias  servum  tuum  maledicentem  tibu  [Hearken 
not  unto  all  words  that  are  spoken,  lest  tiiou  hear  thy  servant 
curse  thee.]  Here  is  concluded  the  provident  stay  of  inquiry 
of  that  which  we  would  be  loth  to  find  :^  as  it  was  judged  great 
wisdom  in  Pompeius  Magnus  tiiat  he  burned  Sertorius'  papers 
unperused. 

Vir  sapiens  si  cum  stulto  cantenderit,  sive  irascatur  sive  ri- 
deatj  non  inveniet  requiem.  [A  wi^e  man  if  he  contend  witii 
a  fool,  whether  he  be  angry  or  whether  he  laugh,  shall  find 
no  rest.]  Here  is  described  the  great  disadvantage  which  a 
wise  man  hath  in  undertaking  a  lighter  person  than  himself; 
which  is  such  an  engagement  as  whether  a  man  turn  the 

>  So  the  orlglnaL     Edd.  1629  and  1683  have  eautes. 

*  So  edd.  1629  and  1633  and  De  Avg,     The  original  omits  Q. 

'  This  is  what  he  calls  in  the  translation  Doetrina  de  Negotiis  Sparne.  The  example 
which  follows  is  greatly  enlarged :  the  number  of  proverbs  commented  upon  being 
increased  by  a  third,  and  the  comments  being  much  fuller. 

*  Compare  L'Estrange's  FabUs  and  sUnyee  moralized,  vol.  U.  p.  6.  ed.  1 708. 
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matter  to  jest^  or  turn  it  to  heat,  or  howsoever  he  change  copy, 
he  can  no  ways  quit  himself  well  of  it. 

Qui  delicate  a  pueritia  nutrit  servum  suum,  postea  sentiet 
eum  cantumacem.  [He  that  delicately  bringeth  up  his  servant 
from  a  child  shall  have  him  become  froward  at  the  length.] 
Here  is  signified,  that  if  a  man  begin  too  high  a  pitch  in  his 
favours,  it  doth  commonly  end  in  unkindness  and  unthankAil- 
ncss. 

Vidisti  virum  velocem  in  opere  stto  f  Coram  regibus  stabit,  nee 
erit  inter  ignobiles.  [Scest  thou  a  man  that  is  quick  in  his 
business  ?  He  shall  stand  before  kings ;  his  place  shall  not  be 
among  mean  men.]  Here  is  observed  that,  of  all  virtues  for 
rising  to  honour,  quickness  of  dispatch  is  the  best;  for  su- 
periors many  times  love  not  to  have  those  they  employ  too 
deep  or  too  sufiSicient,  but  ready  and  diligent. 

Vidi  cunctoB  viventes  qui  ambulant  mb  sok,  eum  adolescente 
secundo  qui  cansurgit  pro  eo.  [I  beheld  all  the  living  which 
walk  under  the  sun,  with  the  second  youth  that  shall  stand  in 
his  place.]  Here  is  expressed  that  which  was  noted  by  Sylla 
first,  and  after  him  by  Tiberius :  Plures  adorant  solem  orientem 
quam  occidentem  vel  meridianum  ',  [there  be  more  that  worship 
the  rising  sun  than  the  sun  setting  or  at  mid-day]. 

Si  spiritus  potestatem  habentis  ascenderit  super  te,  locum  tuum 
ne  dimiseris  ;  quia  curatio  faciet  cessare  peccata  maxima.  [If  the 
spirit  of  the  ruler  rise  up  against  thee,  leave  not  thy  place ;  for 
observance  will  remove  great  offences.}  Here  caution  is  given 
that  upon  displeasure,  retiring  is  of  all  courses  the  unfittest ;  for 
a  man  leaveth  things  at  worst,  and  depriveth  himself  of  means 
to  make  them  better. 

Erat  ehntas  parva,  et  pauci  in  ea  viri:  venii  contra  eam  rex 
magnusy  et  vadavit  eam,  intruxitque  munitiones  per  gyrum,  et 
perfecta  tit  obsidio :  inventusque  est  in  ea  vir  pauper  et  sapiens, 
et  liberavit  eam  per  sapientiam  suam  ;  et  nullus  deinceps  recorda- 
tus  est  hominis  UUus  pauperis.  [There  was  a  little  city  and  few 
men  within  it ;  and  there  came  a  great  king  against  it  and 
besieged  it  and  raised  great  bulwarks  round  about  it:  and 
there  was  found  in  it  a  poor  wise  man,  and  he  by  his  wisdom 
delivered  the  dty ;  yet  no  man  remembered  that  same  poor 

'  The  wortlt  vtl  mendiamum  are  omitted  In  the  tnniUtion  ;  and  it  Ib  difficult  to 
understand  bow  they  got  In ;  for  they  are  not  to  be  found  tn  either  of  the  passages 
alluded  to,  and  they  seem  to  carry  the  observation  beyond  the  truth. 

VOL.  III.  G  G 
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man.]  Here  the  oormption  *  of  states  is  set  forth,  that  esteem 
not  virtue  or  merit  longer  than  they  have  use  of  it 

Mollis  responsio  frangit  tram.  [A  soft  answer  defeateth 
wrath.]  Here  is  noted  that  silence  or  rough  answer  exas* 
perateth ;  but  an  answer  present  and  temperate  pacifieth. 

Iter  pigrorum  qucui  sepes  spinarum,  [The  way  of  the  slothful 
is  as  an  hedge  of  thorns.]  Here  is  lively  represented  how 
laborious  sloth  proveth  in  the  end ;  for  when  things  are  de- 
ferred till  the  last  instant  and  nothing  prepared  beforehand, 
every  step  findeth  a  brier  or  an  impediment,  which  catcheth  or 
stoppeth. 

Melior  est  finis  orationis  quam  principium.  [Better  is  the  end 
of  a  speech  than  the  beginning  thereof.]  Here  is  taxed  the 
vanity  of  formal  speakers,  that  study  more  about  pre&ces  and 
inducements  than  upon  the  conclusions  and  issues  of  speech. 

Qui  eognoscit  in  judicio  faeiem,  non  bene  facit ;  iste  et  pro 
buccella  panis  deseret  veritatem.  [He  that  respecteth  persons 
in  judgment  doth  not  well ;  even  for  a  piece  of  bread  will  that 
man  depart  from  the  truth.]  Here  is  noted,  that  a  judge  were 
better  be  a  briber  than  a  respecter  of  persons;  for  a  corrupt 
judge  offendeth  not  so  lightly'  as  a  facile. 

Vir  pauper  calumnians  pauperes  similis  est  imbri  vehementi, 
in  quo  paratur  fames,  [A  poor  man  that  beareth  witness 
against  the  poor  is  like  a  sweeping  rain  which  leaveth  no  food.] 
Here  is  expressed  the  extremity  of  necessitous  extortions, 
figured  in  the  ancient  fable  of  the  full  and  hungry  horse-leech. 

Fons  turbatus  pede,  et  vena  corrupta^  est  Justus  cadens  coram 
impio.  [A  righteous  man  falling  down  before  the  wicked  is  as 
a  troubled  fountain  and  a  corrupt  spring.]  Here  is  noted,  that 
one  judicial  and  exemplar  iniquity  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
doth  trouble  the  fountains  of  justice  more  than  many  particular 
injuries  passed  over  by  connivance. 

'  Qui  subtrahit  aliquid  a  patre  et  a  matre,  et  dicit  hoe 
non  esse  peccatum,  particeps  est  homieidii.  [Whoso  robbeth  his 
father  and  his  mother,  and  saith  it  is  no  transgression^  is  the 
companion  of  a  destroyer.]  Here  is  noted,  that  whereas  men  in 

>  So  cdd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  has  corruptiotu. 

*  So  the  original.  Edd.  1629  and  1633  bare  Mgkfy:  a  coQJectural  emendation 
probably,  by  some  critic  who  did  not  know  that  lightfy  meant  easifyt  readily^  upon 
dight  occasion ;  or  did  not  observe  that  the  point  of  the  observation  rests  entirely  upon 
this  word.  The  corrupt  Judge  docs  not  offend  less  highly  than  the  facile ;  but  less 
frequently. 

This  proverb  is  omitted  in  the  translation. 
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wronging  their  best  friends  use  to  extenuate  their  faulty  as  if 
they  might  presume  or  be  bold  upon  them,  it  doth  contrariwise 
indeed  aggravate  their  fault,  and  tumeth  it  from  injury  to  im- 
piety. 

Noli  eise  amicus  homini  iracundoy  nee  ambulato  cum  homine 
furioso.  [Make  no  friendship  with  an  angry  man,  neither  go 
with  a  fiirious  man.]  Here  caution  is  given,  that  in  the  elec- 
tion of  our  friends  we  do  principally  avoid  those  which  are 
impatient,  as  those  that  will  espouse  us  to  many  factions  and 
quarrels. 

Qui  conturhat  damum  suam,  possidebit  ventum,  [He  that 
troubleth  his  own  house  shall  inherit  the  wind.]  Here  is  noted, 
that  in  domestical  separations  and  breaches  men  do  promise  to 
themselves  quieting  of  their  mind  and  contentment ;  but  still 
they  are  deceived  of  their  expectation,  and  it  tumeth  to  wind. 

Filius  sapiens  l(Btificat  patrem, :  Jilius  vero  stultus  mcBsiitia  est 
matri  sucb.  [A  wise  son  maketh  a  glad  father,  but  a  foolish 
son  is  the  heaviness  of  his  mother.]  Here  is  distinguished, 
that  fathers  have  most  comfort  of  the  good  proof  of  their  sons ; 
but  mothers  have  most  discomfort  of  their  ill  proof,  because 
women  have  little  discerning  of  virtue,  but  of  fortune.' 

Qui  cehxt  delictum^  qucnit  amidtiam  ;  sed  qui  ajtero  sermons 
repetitf  separat  foBderatos.  [He  that  covereih  a  transgression 
seeketh  love,  but  he  that  repeateth  a  matter  separateth  very 
friends.]  Here  caution  is  given,  that  reconcilement  is  better 
managed  by  ah  amnesty,  and  passing  over  that  which  is  past, 
than  by  apolc^ies  and  excusations. 

Jit  imni  apere  bono  erit  abundantia ;  ubi  autem  verba  sunt 
plurima,  ibi  frequenter  egestas.  [In  every  good  work  there  shall 
be  abundance,  but  where  there  are  many  words  there  is  penury.] 
Here  is  noted  that  words  and  discourse  abound  most  where 
there  is  idleness  and  want. 

Primus  in  sua  causa  Justus  ;  sed  venit  altera  pars,  et  inquirU 
in  eum.  [He  that  is  first  in  his  own  cause  seemeth  just;  but 
the  other  party  cometh  and  searcheth  him.]    Here  is  observed, 

>  In  the  trentlatlon  he  adds  two  other  caiuet — the  greater  tendemen  of  the 
motber't  afliNTtion,  and  (perhaps)  a  coDKioosnees  that  her  own  indulgence  haa  spoiled 
her  son ;  end  instead  of  nying  that  the  mother  has  "  little  discerning  of  vtrtoe,**  lie 
only  says  that  the  Aither  understands  its  value  better.  The  allusicm  to  fortune  is 
omitted  altogether ;  and  indeed  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  it  bears  upon  the  case  in 
point ;  the  son  in  question  being  by  the  supposition  not  unfortunate  but  foolish.  I 
thought  it  right  to  mention  this  alteration,  because  it  is  more  than  a  development  of 
the  remark  in  the  text ;  it  is  a  correction  of  the  opinion  implied  in  it 

o  G  2 
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that  in  all  causes  the  first  tale  possesseth  much ;  in  sort^  that 
the  prejudice  thereby  wrought  will  be  hardly  remored,  except 
some  abuse  or  falsity  in  the  information  be  detected. 

^  Verba  bilinguis  quasi  gimpUcia^  et  ipsa  perveniunt  ad  in-- 
teriora  ventris.  [The  words  of  the  double-tongued  man  which 
seem  artless  are  they  that  go  down  to  the  innermost  parts  of 
the  belly.]  Here  is  distinguished,  that  flattery  and  insinuation 
which  seemeth  set  and  artificial  sinketh  not  far ;  but  that  en- 
tereth  deep  which  hath  shew  of  nature,  liberty,  and  simplicity. 

Qui  ervdit  derisoreniy  ipse  sibi  injuriam  fadt;  et  qui  argvit 
impiunty  sibi  maculam  generat  [He  that  reproveth  a  scomer 
doth  himself  wrong,  and  he  that  rebuketh  a  wicked  man  getteth 
himself  a  blot.]  Here  caution  is  given  how  we  tender  re- 
prehension to  arrogant  and  scornful  natures,  whose  manner  is 
to  esteem  it  for  contumely,  and  accordingly  to  return  it. 

Da  sapienti  occasionem,  et  addetur  ei  sapientia.  [Give  oppor- 
tunity to  a  wise  man,  and  he  will  be  yet  wiser.]  Here  is  dis- 
tinguished the  wisdom  brought  into  habit,  and  that  which  is 
but  verbal  and  swimming  only  in  conceit ;  for  the  one  upon  the 
occasion  presented  is  quickened  and  redoubled,  the  other  is 
amazed  and  confused. 

Quomodo  in  aquis  resplendent  vultus  prospidentium,  sic  corda 
hominum  manifesta  sunt  prudentibus,  [As  the  face  of  one  that 
looketh  upon  the  water  is  reflected  therein,  so  the  hearts  of 
men  are  manifest  imto  the  wise.]  Here  the  mind  of  a  wise 
man  is  compared  to  a  glass,  wherein  the  images  of  all  diversity 
of  natures  and  customs  are  represented ;  from  which  represen* 
tation  proceedeth  that  application. 

Qui  sapit,  innumeris  moribus  aptus  exit ; 

[a  wise  man  will  know  how  to  apply  himself  to  all  sorts  of 
characters]. 

Thus  have  I  staid  somewhat  longer  upon  these  sentences 
politic  of  Salomon  than  is  agreeable  to  the  proportion  of  an  ex- 
ample ;  led  with  a  desire  to  give  authority  to  this  part  of  know- 
r^edge,  which  I  noted  as  deficient,  by  so  excellent  a  precedent ; 
and  have  also  attended  them  with  brief  observations,  such  as 
to  my  understanding  ofier  no  violence  to  the  sense,  though  I 

*  So  the  original.  Edd.  1629  and  1633  bare  in  such  sort :  an  attempt  at  coirection 
where  none  was  Wanted. 

■  ThU  proverb  is  omitted  in  the  translatioii. 
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know  they  may  be  applied  to  a  more  divine  use :  but  it  is 
allowed  even  in  divinity,  that  some  interpretations,  yea  and 
some  writings,  have  more  of  the  Eagle  than  others.  But  taking 
them  as  instructions  for  life,  they  might  have  received  large 
discourse,  if  I  would  have  broken  them  and  illustrated  them  by 
deducements  and  examples. 

Neither  was  this  in  use  only  with  the  Hebrews ;  but  it  is 
generally  to  be  found  in  the  wisdom  of  the  more  ancient  times, 
that  as  men  found  out  any  observation  that  they  thought  was 
good  for  life,  they  would  gather  it  and  express  it  in  parable  or 
aphorism  or  fable.  But  for  fables,  they  were  vicegerents  and 
supplies  where  examples  failed :  now  that  the  times  abound 
with  history,  the  aim  is  better  when  the  mark  is  alive.  And 
therefore  the  form  of  writing  which  of  all  others  is  fittest  for 
this  variable  argument  of  negotiation  and  occasions  is  that 
which  Machiavel  chose  wisely  and  aptly  for  government; 
namely,  discourse  upon  histories  or  examples.  For  knowledge 
•  drawn  freshly  and  in  our  view  out  of  particulars,  knoweth  the 
way  best  to  particulars  again.  And  it  hath  much  greater  life 
for  practice  when  the  discourse  attendeth  upon  the  example, 
than  when  the  example  attendeth  upon  the  discourse.  For  this 
is  no  point  of  order,  as  it  seemeth  at  first,  but  of  substance.  For 
when  the  example  is  the  ground,  being  set  down  in  an  history 
at  large,  it  is  set  down  with  all  circumstances,  which  may 
sometimes  control  the  discourse  thereupon  made  and  some- 
times supply  it,  as  a  very  pattern  for  action^;  whereas  the 
examples  alleged  for  the  discourse's  sake  are  cited  succinctly 
and  without  particularity,  and  carry  a  servile  aspect  toward  the 
y^^-ifiscourse  which  they  are  brought  in  to  make  good. 
I  But  this  difference  is  not  amiss  to  be  remembered,  that  as 

i      history  of  Times  is  the  best  ground  for  discourse  of  govern- 
1     ment,  such  as  Machiavel  handleth,  so  histories  of  Lives  is  the 
1     most  proper  for  discourse  of  business,  as*  more  conversant  in 
private  actions.      Nay  there  is  a  ground  of  discourse  for  this 

>  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.  The  original  has  gaine,  I  doubt  whether  acHon  be  the 
rlKht  word,  and  should  rather  suspect  atme,  which  might  look  very  like  gaint  if  the 
tail  of  a  letter  from  the  line  above  happened  to  strike  through  the  a.  The  translation 
has  untUJU  loco  exempktru  ad  imiiaiionem  ei  practicam, 

'  t«  both  in  orig.  and  in  edd.  1629  and  1633.  BUickboume  substituted  beeauu  it  is. 
Instead  of  "  private  actions,*'  the  translation  substitutes  "  actions  of  all  kinds  great 
and  small'* — (qwmiam  omnem  occasionum  et  negotionan,  lam  grandium  quam  leviorum, 
varieiatem  com/tfechuititr). 
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purpose  fitter  than  ihem  both,  which  u  discourse  upon  letters, 
Buch  a8  are  wise  and  weighty,  as  many  are  of  Cicero  ad  Atticum 
and  others.  For  letters  have  a  great'  and  more  particular  re- 
presentation of  bumness  than  either  Chronicles  or  Lives.  Thus 
have  we  spoken  both  of  the  matter  and  form  of  this  part  of 
civil  knowledge  touching  Negotiation*,  which  we  note  to  be 
deficient. 

But  yet  there  is  another  part  of  this  part,  which  diffSereih  as 
much  from  that  whereof  we  have  spoken  as  sapere  and  sibi 
sapere,  [to  be  wise  and  to  he  wise  for  oneself^  the  one  moving  as. 
it  were  to  the  circmnference,  the  other  to  the  centre.  For 
there  is  a  wisdom  of  counsel,  and  again  there  is  a  wisdom  of 
pressing  a  man's  own  fortune ;  and  they  do  sometimes  meet, 
and  often  sever.  For  many  are  wise  in  their  own  ways  that 
are  weak  for  government  or  counsel ;  like  ants,  which  is  a  wise 
creature  for  itself,  but  very  hurtful  for  the  garden.  This 
wisdom  the  Romans  did  take  much  knowledge  of :  Nam  pel 
sapiens  (saith  the  comical  poet)  Jingit  fortunam  sibi,  [the  wise 
man  fashions  his  fortune  for  himself;]  and  it  grew  to  an  adage, 
Faber  quisque  foriufUB  propriety  [every  man  has  tools  to  make 
his  own  fortune  with,]  and  Livy  attributeth  it  to  Cato  the 
first,  In  hoc  viro  tanta  vis  animi  ei  ingenii  inerat,  ut  quoeunque 
loco  natus  esset,  sibi  ipse  fortunam  facturus  videretur,  [such  was 
his  force  of  mind  and  genius  that  in  whatever  state  he  had  been 
born  he  would  have  made  himself  a  fortune]. 

This  conceit  or  position^  if  it  be  too  much  declared  and  pro- 
fessed, hath  been  thought  a  thing  impolitic  and  imlucky;  as- 
was  observed  in  Timotheus  the  Athenian;  who  having  done 
many  great  services  to  the  estate  in  his  government,  and  giving 
an  account  thereof  to  the  people  as  the  manner  was,  did  con- 
clude every  particular  with  this  clause,  and  in  this  fortune  had 
no  part  And  it  came  so  to  pass  that  he  never  prospered  in 
any  thing  he  took  in  hand  afterward :  for  this  is  too  high  and 
too  arrogant,  savouring  of  that  which  Ezekiel  saith  of  Pharaoh, 
Diets,  Fluvius  est  meus,  et  ego  feci  memet  ipsum,  [thou  sayest 

*  So  all  three  editions,  though  great  can  hardly  be  the  right  word.  I  should  n»> 
pect  nearer.  The  trazulatlon  has  maffie  in  proximo  ft  ad  vivwn  negoHa  aolent  rtpre^ 
eeniare. 

'  t  e.  <2e  negoHie  epanie, 

*  And  yet  (he  adds  In  the  translation)  there  were  no  better  patriots,  — /!M  patrim 
opHmie  euraioritme. 

*  The  translation  has  hoe  genut  prudentw. 
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the  river  is  mine,  and  I  made  myself;]  or  of  that  which  another 
prophet  speaketh,  that  men  offer  sacrifices  to  their  nets  and 
snares ;  and  that  which  the  poet  ezpresseth, 

Deztra  mihi  DeuB,  et  telum  quod  missile*  libro, 
Nunc  adsint  1 

[my  right  hand  and  my  spear  are  the  Grod  I  trust  in].  For 
these  confidences  were  ever  unhallowed^  and  unblessed.  And 
therefore  those  that  were  great  politiques  indeed  ever  ascribed 
their  successes  to  their  felicity,  and  not  to  their  skill  or  virtue. 
For  so  Sylla  suruamed  himself  FeliXy  not  Magnus^  [the  For- 
tunate, not  the  Great].  So  Caesar  said  '  to  the  master  of  the 
ship,  Ccssarem  partcu  et  fortunam  ejus^  [you  carry  Cassar  and 
his  fortune]. 

But  yet  nevertheless  these  positions,  Faber  quisqne  fortun<B 
sua;  Sapiens  dominabitur  astris ;  Invia  virtuti  nulla  est  via; 
[every  man  should  be  the  maker  of  his  own  fortune ;  the  wise 
man  will  command  his  stars ;  nothing  impossible  to  virtue :] 
and  the  like,  being  taken  and  used  as  spurs  to  industry,  and 
not  as  stirrups  to  in^olency,  rather  for  resolution  than  for 
presumption  or  outward  declaration,  have  been  ever  thought 
sound  and  good,  and  are  no  question  imprinted  in  the  greatest 
minds ;  who  are  so  sensible  of  this  opinion  as  they  can  scarce  con- 
tain it  within.  As  we  see  in  Augustus  Caesar,  (who  was  rather 
diverse  from  his  uncle  than  inferior  in  virtue  ',)  how  when  he 
died,  he  desired  his  friends  about  him  to  give  him  a  Plaudite  ; 
as  if  he  were  conscient  to  himself  that  he  had  played  his  part 
well  upon  the  stage.  This  part  of  knowledge  we  do 
report  also  as  deficient :  not  but  that  it  is  practised  iurue,  tive'oe 
too  much,  but  it  hath  not  been  reduced  to  writing. 
And  therefore  lest  it  should  seem  to  any  that  it  is  not  com- 

>  inuHle  in  the  original,  and  also  In  ed.  1633 :  obyiously  a  misprint  £d.  1629  and 
Uie  IM  At^fmtntit  have  it  right 

In  addition  to  these  Instances  he  cites  in  the  translation  another  from  Julius  Cssar 
himself.  When  the  soothsayer  reported  the  auspices  unfavourable,  he  was  heard  to 
mutter  "they  will  be  more  favourable  when  I  will."  The  anecdote  comes  from  Sue- 
tonius. It  was  the  only  occasion  (Bacon  adds)  on  which  Caesar  so  far  forgot  himself 
as  to  betray  his  secret  thoughts  —  {nunquam,  quod  Mwmini,  impotentiam  cogitatitmum 
mtamm  areanarum  prodidit  nttt  «»mt7t  dido)  ;  and  his  death  followed  soon  after. 

«  better  (adds  the  translation)  than  in  the  iusUnce  above  mentioned. 

'  $ed  vir  eerte  pauh  modtratior.  In  Bacon's  character  of  Augustus — the  fhigment 
entitled  ItMgo  Civilit  Avgusti  Casarit  —  he  acknowledges  that  he  was  inferior  to 
Julius  in  strength  of  mind,  but  asserts  that  he  was  superior  in  beauty  and  health  of 
mind  ;  Julius's  asphrations  being  restiess,  boundless*  and  inordinate  ;  those  of  Augustus 
sober,  well  ordered,  and  within  compaas. 

G  G  4 
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prehensible  by  axiom,  it  is  requisite,  as  we  did  in  the  former, 
that  we  set  down  some  heads  or  passages  of  it. 

Wherein  it  may  appear  at  the  first  a  new  and  unwonted 
argument  to  teach  men  how  to  raise  and  make  their  fortune ; 
a  doctrine  wherein  every  man  perchance  will  be  ready  to  yield 
himself  a  disciple,  till  he  see  the  difficulty :  for  Fortune  layeth 
as  heavy  impositions  as  Virtue ;  and  it  is  as  hard  and  severe 
a  thing  to  be  a  true  politique,  as  to  be  truly  moraL  But 
the  handling  hereof  concemeth  learning  greatly,  both  in 
honour  and  in  substance:  in  honour,  because  pragmatical 
men  may  not  go  away  with  an  opinion  that  learning  is  like  a 
lark,  that  can  mount  and  sing  and  please  herself,  and  nothing 
else ;  but  may  know  that  she  holdeth  as  well  of  the  hawk,  that 
can  soar  aloft,  and  can  also  descend  and  strike  upon  the  prey : 
in  substance,  because  it  is  the  perfect  law  of  inquiry  of  truth, 
t)iat  nothing  be  in  the  globe  of  mattery  which  should  not  be  like- 
wise in  the  globe  of  crystal,  or  form  ;  that  is  that  there  be  not 
any  thing  in  being  and  action,  which  should  not  be  drawn  and 
collected  into  contemplation  and  doctrine.  Neither  doth  learn- 
ing admire  or  esteem  of  this  architecture  of  fortune  otherwise 
than  as  of  an  inferior  work :  for  no  man's  fortune  can  be  an 
end  worthy  of  his  being,  and  many  times  the  worthiest  men 
do  abandon  their  fortune  willingly  for  better  respects:  but 
nevertheless  fortune  as  an  organ  of  virtue  and  merit  deserveth 
the  consideration. 

First  therefore,  the  precept  which  I  conceive  to  be  most 
summary  towards  tiie  prevailing  in  fortune,  is  to  ^obtain  that 
window  which  Momus  did  require,  who  seeing  in  the  frame 
of  man's  heart  sudi  angles  and  recesses,  found  fault  there 
was  not  a  window  to  look  into  them ;  that  is,  to  procure  good 
informations  of  particulars  touching  persons,  their  natures, 
their  desires  and  ends,  their  customs  and  fashions,  their  helps 
and  advantages,  and  whereby  they  chiefly  stand;  so  again 
their  weaknesses  and  disadvantages,  and  where  they  lie  most 
open  and  obnoxious ;  their  friends,  factions,  dependajices ;  and 
again  their  opposites,  enviers,  competitors,  their  moods  and 
times.  Sola  viri  molles  aditus  et  tempora  noras;  their  principles, 
rules,  and  observations,  and  the  like :  and  this  not  only  of  per- 
sons, but  of  actions ;  what  are  on  foot  from  time  to  time,  and 
how  they  are  conducted,  favoured,  opposed;  and  how  they 
import,  and  the  like.     For  the  knowledge  of  present  actions  is 
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not  only  material  in  itself^  but  without  it  also  the  knowledge  of 
persons  is  rery  erroneous :  for  men  change  with  the  actions  ; 
and  whiles  they  are  in  pursuit  they  are  one,  and  when  they 
return  to  their  nature  they  are  another.  These  informations 
of  particulars  touching  persons  and  actions  are  as  the  minor 
propositions  in  every  active  syllogism;  for  no  excellency  of 
observations  (which  are  as  the  major  propositions)  can  suffice 
to  ground  a  conclusion,  if  there  be  error  and  mistaking^ in  the 
minors. 

That  this  knowledge  is  possible,  Salomon  is  our  surety;  who 
saith.  Consilium  in  corde  viri  tanquam  aqua  profunda  ;  sed  vir 
prudens  exhauriet  illud,  [counsel  in  the  heart  of  man  is  like 
deep  water ;  but  a  man  of  understanding  will  draw  it  out]. 
And  although  the  knowledge  itself  falleth  not  under  precept, 
because  it  is  of  individuals,  yet  the  instructions  for  the  obtain- 
ing of  it  may. 

We  will  begin  therefore  with  this  precept,  according  to  the 
ancient  opinion,  that  the  sinews  of  wisdom  are  slowness  of 
belief  and  distrust ;  that  more  trust  be  given  to  countenances 
and  deeds  than  to  words ;  and  in  words,  rather  to  sudden  pas- 
sages and  smrprised  words,  than  to  set  and  purposed  words. 
Neither  let  that  be  feared  which  is  said,  fronti  nulla  JideSy 
[no  trusting  to  the  face :]  which  is  meant  of  a  general  outward 
behaviour,  and  not  of  the  private  and  subtile  motions  and  labours 
of  the  coimtenance  and  gesture ;  which  as  Q.  Cicero  elegantly 
saith,  is  animijanuay  the  gate  of  the  miiid.  None  more  close 
than  Tiberius,  and  yet  Tacitus  saith  of  Gallus,  EUnim  vultu 
offensumem  conjectaveraty  [he  had  seen  displeasure  in  his  coun- 
tenance]. So  again,  noting  the  differing  character  and  manner 
of  his  commending  Germanicus  and  Drusus  in  the  senate,  he 
saidi  touching  his  fashion  wherein  he  carried  his  speech  of 
Germanicus,  thus ;  Magis  in  speciem  adomatis  verbis,  quam  vjt 
penitus  sentire  videretur,  [it  was  in  words  too  laboured  and 
specious  to  be  taken  for  what  he  really  felt ;]  but  of  Drusus 
thus;  Paucioribusy  sed  intentiovy  et  ^fida  orationcy  [he  said  less, 
but  more  earnestly,  and  in  a  style  of  sincerity ;]  and  in  another 
place,  speaking  of  his  character  of  speech  when  he  did  any  thing 
that  was  gracious  and  popular,  he  saith  that  in  other  things 
he  was  velut  eluctantium  verborurny  [of  a  kind  of  struggling 
speech ;]  but  then  again,  solutius  loquebatur  quando  subveni  • 
rety  [he  spoke  with  more  freedom  when  he  was  speaking  in  a 
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man^B  favour].  So  that  there  is  no  such  artificer  of  disBimuIa- 
tioD^  nor  no  such  commanded  countenance  (tmltut  juuud)  that 
can  sever  from  a  feigned  tale  some  of  these  fashions,  either 
a  more  slight  and  careless  fieishion,  or  more  set  and  formal^ 
or  more  tedious  and  wandering,  or  coming  from  a  man  more 
drily  and  hardly. 

Neither  are  deedi  such  assured  pledges,  as  that  they  may  be 
trusted  Jinthout  a  judidous  consideration  of  their  magnitude 
and  nature :  Fraus  sibi  in  parvis  fidem  prcBstruit,  ut  nugore 
etnolumento  fattat,  [it  is  a  trick  of  treachery  to  win  itself 
credit  at  the  first  by  fidelity  in  small  things,  that  being  there- 
upon trusted  in  greater  it  may  deceive  with  more  advantage  {] 
and  the  Italian  thinketh  himself  upon  the  point  to  be  bought 
and  sold^  when  he  is  better  used  than  he  was  wont  to  be  with- 
out manifest  cause.  For  small  fisivours,  they  do  but  lull  men 
asleep,  both  as  to  caution  and  as  to  industry,  and  are  as  De- 
mosthenes calleth  them,  Alimenta  soccrduBj  [sops  to  feed  sloth]. 
So  again  we  see  how  false  the  nature  of  some  deeds  are,  in  that 
particular  which  Mutianus  practised  upon  Antonius  Primus^ 
upon  that  hollow  and  unfaithful  reconcilement  which  was  made 
between  them ;  whereupon  Mutianus  advanced  many  of  the 
friends  of  Antonius :  simul  amicis  ejus  prafecturas  ei  tribunal' 
ttis  larffitur,  [making  them  prefects  and  tribunes:]  wherein 
under  pretence  to  strengthen  him,  he  did  desolate  him,  and 
won  from  him  his  dependanoes. 

As  for  wards,  (though  they  be  like  waters  to  physicians,  full 
of  flattery  and  uncertainty,)  yet  they  are  not  to  be  despised, 
specially  witii  the  advantage  of  passion  and  affection.  For 
so  we  see  Tiberius  upon  a  stinging  and  incensing  speech  of 
Agrippina  came  a  step  forth  of  his  dissimulation,  when  he  said. 
You  are  hurt  because  you  do  not  reign  ;  of  which  Tacitus  saith. 
Audita  h(Bc  raram  occulti  pectoris  vocem  elicuere ;  correptam" 
que  GrtBco  versu  admonuit,  idea  ladi  quia  non  regnarety  [these 
words  drew  from  Tiberius  the  voice,  so  rarely  heard,  of  his 
secret  heart:  he  retorted  upon  her  with  a  Greek  verse,  that 
she  was  hurt,  &c.].  And  tiierefore  the  poet  doth  elegantiy  call 
passions  tortures,  that  urge  men  to  confess  their  secrets : 

Vino  tortus  et  ira. 

And  experience  sheweth,  there  are  few  men  so  true  to  them- 
selves and  so  settled,  but  that,  sometimes  upon  heat,  sometimes 
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upon  bravery,  aometiines  upon  kindness,  sometimes  upon 
trouble  of  mind  and  weakness,  they  open  themselves;  specially 
if  they  be  put  to  it  with  a  counter-dissimulation,  according  to 
the  proverb  of  Spain,  Di  meatira,  y  sacanu  verdad.  Tell  a  lie 
andjind  a  trutlu 

As  for  the  knowing  of  men  which  is  at  second  hand  from 
reports;  men's  weaknesses'  and  faults  are  best  known  from 
their  enemies,  their  virtues  and  abilities  from  their  friends, 
their  customs  and  times  from  their  servants,  their  conceits  and 
opinions  from  their  familiar  friends  with  whom  they  discourse 
most.  Qeneral  fame  is  light,  and  the  opinions  conceived  by 
superiors  or  equals*  are  deceitful ;  for  to  such  men  are  more 
masked :  Veriorfama  e  damesticta  emanate  [the  truer  kind  of 
report  comes  from  those  who  see  them  at  home]. 

But  the  soundest  disclosing  and  expounding  of  men  is  by 
their  natures  and  ends ;  wherein  the  weakest  sort  of  men  are 
best  interpreted  by  their  natures,  and  the  wisest  by  their  ends.' 
For  it  was  both  pleasantiy  and  wisely  said  (though  I  think  very 
untruly)  by  a  nuncio  of  the  pope,  returning  from  a  certain 
nation  where  he  served  as  lieger;  whose  opinion  being  asked 
touching  the  appointment  of  one  to  go  in  his  place,  he  wished 
that  in  any  case  they  did  not  send  one  that  was  too  wise ; 
because  no  very  wise  man  would  ever  imagine  what  they  in 
that  country  were  like  to  do.  And  certainly  it  is  an  error 
frequent  for  men  to  shoot  over,  and  to  suppose  deeper  ends 
and  more  compass  reaches  than  are :  the  Italian  proverb  being 
elegant,  and  for  the  most  part  true : 

Di  danari,  di  senno,  e  di  fede, 
C^  Dd  manco  che  non  credi : 

There  is  commonly  less  money,  less  wisdom,  and  less  good 
faith,  than  men  do  account  upon. 

But  Princes  upon  a  far  other  reason  are  best  interpreted  by 
their  natures,  and  private  persons  by  their  ends;  for  princes 
being  at  the  top  of  human  desires,  they  have  for  the  most  part 
no  particular  ends  whereto  they  aspire*,  by  distance  from  which 
a  man  niight  take  measure  and  scale  of  the  rest  of  their  actions 

>  So  ed.  1683.     The  original  and  ed.  1629  have  weakne$$e, 

■  The  transUUon  omits  equaU :  a  correction  no  doubt  fA  Bacon's  own. 

'  According  to  the  translation,  the  weaker  cmd  the  mart  timple  by  their  natures ;  the 
wiser  and  lAe  m&re  dote  by  their  ends. 

*  i.  e,  not  earnestly  and  constantly — (ad  quot,  pnuertim  vehtmenier  tt  eonsianter, 
tupirtHt), 
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and  desires;  which  is  one  of  the  causes  that  maketh  their 
hearts  more  inscrutable.'  Neither  is  it  sufficient  to  inform 
ourselves  in  men's  ends  and  natures  of  the  variety  of  them 
only,  but  also  of  the  predominancy^  what  humour  reigneth 
most,  and  what  end  is  principally  sought.  For  so  we  see,  when 
Tigellinus  saw  himself  outstripped  by  Petronius  Turpilianus  in 
Nero's  himiours  of  pleasures^  metus  efus  rimatur*,  he  wrought 
i^)on  Nero's  fears^  whereby  he  brake  the  other's  neck. 
/  But  to  an  this  part  of  inquiry  the  most  compendious  way 
resteth  in  three  things.  The  firsts  to  have  general  acquaintance 
and  inwardness  with  those  which  have  general  acquaintance 
and  look  most  into  the  world ;  and  specially  according  to  the 
diversity  of  business  and  the  diversity  of  persons^  to  have 
privacy  and  conversation  with  some  one  friend  at  least  which  is 
perfect  and  well  intelligenced  in  every  several  kind.  The 
second  is  to  keep  b  good  mediocrity  in  liberty  of  speech  and 
secrecy ;  in  most  things  liberty ;  secrecy  where  it  importeth ; 
for  liberty  of  speech  inviteih  and  provoketh  liberty  to  be  used 
again,  and  so  bringeth  much  to  a  man's  knowledge ;  and  se- 
crecy, on  the  other  side,  induceth  trust  and  inwardness.  The 
last  is  the  reducing  of  a  man's  self  to  this  watchful  and  serene 
habit,  as  to  make  account  and  purpose,  in  every  conference  and 
action,  as  well  to  observe  as  to  act.  For  as  Epictetus  would 
have  a  philosopher  in  every  particular  action  to  say  to  himself, 
JEt  hoe  volo,  et  etiam  instUutum  servare,  [I  would  do  this  and 
keep  my  course  too ;]  so  a  politic  man  in  every  thing  should 
say  to  himself,  JEt  hoc  volo,  ac  etiam  aliquid  addisoere,  [I  would 
do  it  and  also  learn  something  from  it].'  I  have  stayed  the 
longer  upon  this  precept  of  obtaining  good  information,  because 
it  is  a  mfdn  part  by  itself,  which  answereth  to  all  the  rest. 
But,  above  all  things,  caution  must  be  taken  that  men  have  a 
good  stay  and  hold  of  themselves,  and  that  this  much  know- 
ledge do  not  draw  on  much  meddling ;  for  nothing  Is  more  un- 
fortunate than  light  and  rash  intermeddling  in  many  matters ; 
so  that  this  variety  of  knowledge  tendeth  in  conclusion  but 

■  Whereas  private  persoiu  are  almost  all  like  travellers  making  for  their  Joorney^ 
end ;  and  if  you  know  what  they  are  aiming  at,  you  may  guess  by  that  what  they  are 
likely  to  do  and  what  not  to  do. 

'  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  has  rinaeur, 

"  t.  ie.  somethbig  which  may  be  of  use  hereafter.  And  therefore  (adds  the  trans- 
Intion)  those  who  are  so  intent  on  the  business  in  hand  tha^  like  Montaigne,  they  pay 
no  attention  to  anything  that  turns  up  by  the  way,  make  excellent  ministers  for 
Kings  and  Commonwealths,  but  bad  managers  of  their  own  fortune. 
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only  to  this,  to  make  a  better  and  freer  choice  of  those  actions 
which  may  concern  us^  and  to  conduct  them  with  the  less  error 
and  the  more  dexterity. 

The  second  precept  concerning  this  knowledge  is^  for  men  to 
take  good  information  touching  their  own  person^  and  well  to 
understand  themselves:  knowing  that,  as  St.  James  saith, 
though  men  look  oft  in  a  glass,  yet  they  do  suddenly  forget 
themselves ;  wherein  as  the  divine  glass  is  the  word  of  Grod,  so 
the  politic  glass  is  the  state  of  the  world  or  times  wherein  we 
live ;  in  the  which  we  are  to  behold  ourselves. 

For  men  ought  to  take  an  unpartial  view  of  their  own  abili- 
ties and  virtues ;  and  again  of  their  wants  and  impediments ; 
accounting  these  witii  the  most,  and  those  other  with  the  least ; 
and  from  tiiis  view  and  examination  to  frame  the  considerations 
following. 

First,  to  consider  how  the  constitution  of  their  nature  sorteth 
with  the  general  state  of  the  times ;  which  if  they  find  agree- 
able and  fit,  then  in  all  things  to  give  themselves  more  scope 
and  liberty ;  but  if  differing  and  dissonant,  then  in  the  whole 
course  of  their  life  to  be  more  close,  retired,  and  reserved :  as 
we  see  in  Tiberius,  who  was  never  seen  at  a  play  and  came  not 
into  the  senate  in  twelve  of  his  last  years  ;  whereas  Augustus 
Cesar  lived  ever  in  men's  eyes,  which  Tacitus  observeth : 
Alia  Tiberio  morum  viay  [  Tiberius's  ways  were  different].* 

Secondly,  to  consider  how  their  nature  sorteth  with  profes- 
sions and  courses  of  life,  Imd  accordingly  to  make  election,  if 
tiiey  be  firee ;  and,  if  engaged,  to  make  the  departure  at  the 
first  opportunity :  as  we  see  was  done  by  duke  Valentine,  that 
was  designed  by  his  father  to  a  sacerdotal  profession,  but 
quitted  it  soon  after  in  regard  of  his  parts  and  inclination ; 
being  such  nevertiieless,  as  a  man  cannot  tell  well  whether 
they  were  worse  for  a  prince  or  for  a  priest. 

Thirdly,  to  consider  how  they  sort  with  those  whom  they 
are  like  to  have  competitors  and  concurrents,  and  to  take  that 
course  wherein  there  is  most  solitude,  and  themselves  like  to  be 
most  eminent :  as  Caesar  Julius  did,  who  at  first  was  an  orator 
or  pleader ;  but  when  he  saw  the  excellency  of  Cicero,  Horten- 
sius,  Catulus,  and  others,  for  eloquence,  and  saw  there  was  no 
man  of  reputation  for  the  wars  but  Pompeius,  upon  whom  the 

'  In  the  tnosUttion  Pericles  Is  mentioned  as  another  inttance  —  (eatUm  ti  PnieHt 
ratio /kit). 


462  OF  THE  ADVANCEMBNT  OF  LEARNING. 

State  was  forced  to  rely,  be  forsook  his  course  begun  toward  a 
civil  and  popular  greatness,  and  transferred  bis  desgns  to  a 
martial  greatness. 

Fourthly,  in  the  choice  of  their  friends  and  dependances,  to 
proceed  according  to  the  composition  of  their  own  nature ;  as 
we  may  see  in  Csosar,  all  whose  friends  and  followers  were 
men  active  and  effectual,  but  not  solemn  or  of  reputation.^ 

Fifthly,  to  take  special  heed  bow  they  guide  themselves  by 
examples,  in  thinking  they  can  do  as  they  see  others  do; 
whereas  perhaps  their  natures  and  carriages  are  far  differing; 
in  which  error  it  seemeth  Pompey  was,  of  whom  Cicero  suth, 
that  be  was  wont  often  to  say,  Sylla  potuit^  ego  nan  poterof 
[Sylla  could  do  it,  why  not  I  ?]  wherein  he  was  much  abused, 
the  natures  and  proceedings  of  himself  and  his  example  being 
the  unlikest  in  the  world ;  the  one  being  fierce,  violent,  and 
pressing  the  fact ;  the  other  solemn,  and  fiill  of  majesty  and 
circumstance,  and  therefore  the  less  effectual. 

But  this  precept  touching  the  politic  knowledge  of  ourselves 
hath  many  other  branches  whereupon  we  cannot  insist. 

Next  to  the  well  understanding  and  discerning  of  a  man's 
self,  there  foUoweth  the  well  opening  and  revealing  ^  a  man's 
self;  wherein  we  see  nothing  more  usual  than  for  the  more  able 
man  to  make  the  less  shew.  For  there  is  a  great  advantage  in 
the  well  setting  forth  of  a  man's  virtues,  fortunes,  merits ;  and 
again  in  the  artificial  covering  of  a  man's  weaknesses,  defects, 
disgraces ;  staying  upon  the  one,  sliding  from  the  other ;  che- 
rishing the  one  by  circumstances,  gracing  the  other  by  expo- 
sition, and  the  like :  wherein  we  see  what  Tacitus  saith  of 
Mutianus,  who  was  the  greatest  politique  of  his  time.  Omnium 
qwB  dixeratfeceratqtie  arte  quAdam  ostentatory  [having  a  certain 
art  of  displaying  to  advantage  all  he  said  and  did ;]  which  re- 
quireth  indeed  some  art,  lest  it  turn  tedious  and  arrogant;  but 
yet  so  as  ostentation  (though  it  be  to  the  first  degree  of  vanity) 
seemeth  to  me  rather  a  vice  in  manners  than  in  policy :    for 

>  And  men  (th^  translation  adds)  who  were  inBnitely  loyal  to  Crsat  himwlf,  but 
arrogant  and  contemptuous  towards  all  men  else ;  such  as  Antonius,  HirtluSi  Fansa, 
Oppiuiy  Balboa,  Dolabella,  Follio,  and  the  rest 

'  In  the  translation  this  part  of  the  subject  is  distributed  into  three  separate  heads ; 
^the  art  of  setting  a  man's  self  forth  to  advantage  («e  ostentore) — of  making  himself 
understood  (m  dedarare) — of  turning  and  shaping  himself  according  to  occasion 
(^flectere  te  et  tffingere) ;  and  the  order  of  the  precepts  which  follow  is  changed  to  suit 
this  arrangement.  The  three  next  paragraphs  belong  to  the  first  head, — the  art  of 
ostentation. 
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as  it  is  said,  Audacter  cdlumniare  ^  semper  altquid  hcsrety  [slan 
der  boldly,  there  is  ever  some  that  sticks ;]  so,  except  it  be  in 
a  ridiculous  degree  of  deformity,  Avdacter  te  vendita,  semper 
dHquidhmrety  [put  forward  your  own  pretensions  boldly — some- 
thing always  sticks].  For  it  will  stick  with  the  more  ignorant 
and  inferior  sort  of  men,  though  men  of  wisdom  and  ran^  do 
smile  at  it  and  despise  it;  and  yet  the  authority  won  with 
many  doth  countervail  the  disdain  of  a  few.  But  if  it  be 
carried  with  decency  and  government,  as  with  a  natural,  plea- 
sant, and  ingenious  ^  fashion ;  or  at  times  when  it  is  mixed  with 
some  peril  and  unsafety,  (as  in  military  persons  ;)  or  at  times 
when  others  are  most  envied;  or  with  easy  and  careless  passage 
to  it  and  from  it,  without  dwelling  too  long  or  being  too  se- 
rious ;  or  with  an  equal  freedom  of  taxing  a  man's  self  as  well 
as  gracing  himself;  or  by  occasion  of  repelling  or  putting  down 
others'  injury  or  insolency ;  it  doth  greatly  add  to  reputation  : 
and  surely  not  a  few  solid  natures,  that  want  this  ventosity 
and  cannot  sail  in  the  height  of  the  winds,  are  not  without 
some  prejudice  and  disadvantage  by  their  moderation. 

But  for  these  flourishes  and  enhancements  of  virtue,  as  they 
are  not  perchance  unnecessary,  so  it  is  at  least  necessary  that 
virtue  be  not  disvalued  and  imbased  under  the  just  price ; 
which  is  done  in  three  manners :  by  ofiering  and  obtruding  a 
man's  self;  wherein  men  think  he  is  rewarded,  when  he  is  ac- 
cepted :  by  doing  too  much  ' ;  which  will  not  give  that  which  is 
well  done  leave  to  settle,  and  in  the  end  induceth  satiety :  and* 
by  finding  too  soon  the  fruit  of  a  man's  virtue,  in  commenda- 
tion, applause,  honour,  favour ;  wherein  if  a  man  be  pleased 
with  a  little,  let  him  hear  what  is  truly  said,  Cave  ne  iJisuetus 
rebus  majcribus  videarts^  si  h(Bc  te  res  parva  sicuti  magna  de^ 
lectat,  [if  he  take  so  much  delight  in  a  little  thing,  he  will  be 
thought  unused  to  greater  things]. 

But  the  covering  of  defects  is  of  no  less  importance  than  the 
valuing  of  good  parts ;  which  may  be  done  likewise  in  three 
manners ;  by  Caution,  by  Colour,  and  by  Confidence.  Caution 
is  when  men  do  ingeniously  and  discreetly  avoid  to  be  put  into 
those  things  for  which  ihey  are  not  proper :  whereas  contrari- 

>  edbaimiari  In  the  original. 
*  t.  e.  ingenuous. 

'  Especially  in  the  beginning,  and  at  once  —  (guando  quit  in  ptindpio  rei  gtrtndm 
viribuM  niit  nimium  abutitur,  et  quod  unaim  erat  prattandum  uno  impetu  effundit). 
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wise  bold  and  unquiet  spirits  will  tlirust  themselves  into  matters 
without  difference,  and  so  publish  and  proclaim  all  their  wants. 
Colour  is  when  men  make  a  way  for  themselves  to  have  a 
construction  made  of  their  faults  or  wants  as  proceeding  from 
a  better  cause,  or  intended  for  some  other  purpose  :  for  of  the 
one  it  is  well  siud,  Scspe  httet  vitium  proximitate  bom^  [a  vice 
will  often  hide  itself  under  the  shadow  of  a  neighbouring 
virtue ;]  and  therefore  whatsoever  want  a  man  hath,  he  must 
see  that  he  pretend  the  virtue  that  shadoweth  it ;  as  if  he  be 
dull,  he  must  affect  gravity ;  if  a  coward,  mildness ;  and  so  the 
rest:  for  the  second,  a  man  must  frame  some  probable  cause 
why  he  should  not  do  his  best,  and  why  he  should  dissemble 
his  abilities ;  and  for  that  purpose  must  use  to  dissemble  those 
abilities  which  are  notorious  in  him ',  to  give  colour  that  his 
true  wants  are  but  industries  and  dissimulations.  For  Confi- 
dence, it  is  the  last^  but  the  surest  remedy;  namely,  to  depress 
and  seem  to  despise  whatsoever  a  man  cannot  attain ;  observing 
the  good '  principle  of  the  merchants,  who  endeavour  to  raise 
the  price  of  their  own  conunodities,  and  to  beat  down  the  price 
of  others.  But  there  is  a  confidence  that  passeth  ^  this  other ; 
which  is,  to  face  out  a  nuui's  own  defects,  in  seeming  to  con- 
ceive that  he  is  best  in  those  things  wherein  he  is  failing ;  and, 
to  help  that  again,  to  seem  on  the  other  side  that  he  hath  least 
opinion  of  himself  in  those  things  wherein  he  is  best :  like  as 
we  shall  see  it  commonly  in  poets,  that  if  they  shew  their 
verses,  and  you  except  to  any,  they  will  say  that  that  line  cast 
them  more  labour  than  any  of  the  rest ;  and  presently  will  seem 
to  disable  and  suspect  rather  some  other  line,  which  they  know 
well  enough  to  be  the  best  in  the  number.  But  above  all,  in 
this  righting  and  helping  of  a  man's  self  in  his  own  carriage,  he 
must  take  heed  he  shew  not  himself  dismantled  and  exposed  to 
scorn  and  injury,  by  too  much  dulceness,  goodness,  and  facility 
of  nature,  but  shew  some  sparkles  of  liberty,  spirit,  and  edge : 
^vhich  kind  of  fortified  carriage,  with  a  ready  rescuing '  of  a 
man's  self  from  scorns,  is  sometimes  of  necessity  imposed  upon 

>  ThlB  clause  is  omitted  in  the  translation ;  which  says  only  yt  quod  nom  posmmu 
noBe  vidBomur), 

'  Meaning,  I  think,  the  least  worthy —  the  last  to  be  resorted  to.  The  translation 
has  impudtna  eerte  est  remedimH,  ted  tamen,  &c 

'  t.  e.  prudent —  nureatomm  prmdentivm  more,  quUnu  eoienne  e§t  et  propriumt  vt  &C 

*  i,  e.  in  impudence  —  (hoc  ipso  impttdentius). 

*  So  ed.  1633.     The  original  and  ed.  1629  have  rescuuing. 
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men  by  somewhat  in  their  person  or  fortune^;  but  it  ever 
suoceedeth  with  good  felicity.* 

Another  precept  of  this  knowledge  is,  by  all  possible  en- 
deavour to  frame  the  mind  to  be  pliant  and  obedient  to  oc- 
casion ;  for  nothing  hindereth  men's  fortunes  so  much  as  this 
Idem  manebat  neque  idem  decebat^  [continuing  the  same  when 
the  same  is  no  longer  fit :]  men  are  where  they  were,  when 
occasions  turn:  and  therefore  to  Cato,  whom  Liyy  maketh 
such  an  architect  of  fortune,  he  addeth  that  he  had  versatile 
inffenium,  [a  wit  that  could  turn  well].  And  thereof  it  cometh 
that  these  grave  solemn  wits,  which  must  be  like  themselves 
and  cannot  make  departures,  have  more  dignity  than  felicity. 
But  in  some  it  is  nature  to  be  somewhat  viscous  and  in- 
wrapped,  and  not  easy  to  turn.  In  some  it  is  a  conceit  that  is 
almost  a  nature,  which  is,  that  men  can  hardly  make  themselves 
believe  that  they  ought  to  change  their  course,  when  they  have 
found  good  by  it  in  former  experience.  For  Machiavel  noteth 
wisely,  how  Fabius  Maximus  would  have  been  temporizing 
still,  according  to  his  old  bias,  when  the  nature  of  the  war  was 
altered  and  required  hot  pursuit.  In  some  other  it  is  want  of 
point  and  penetration  in  their  judgment,  that  they  do  not 
discern  when  things  have  a  period,  but  come  in  too  late  after 
the  occasion ;  as  Demosthenes  compareth  the  people  of  Athens 
to  country  fellows  when  they  play  in  a  fence  school,  that  if 
they  have  a  blow,  then  they  remove  their  weapon  to  that  ward, 
and  not  before.  In  some  other  it  is  a  lothness  to  leese  labours 
passed,  and  a  conceit  that  they  can  bring  about  occasions  to 
their  ply ' ;  and  yet  in  the  end>  when  they  see  no  other  re- 
medy, then  they  come  to  it  with  disadvantage ;  as  Tarquinius, 
that  gave  for  the  third  part  of  Sibylla's  books  the  treble  price, 
when  he  might  at  first  have  had  all  three  for  the  simple.  But 
•  from  whatsoever  root  or  cause  this  restiveness  of  mind  pro- 

'  As  in  the  caae  of  deforiDed  persons  and  bastards,  and  persons  disgraced  —  (oe/w^i 
Jit  in  iUformibm$,  et  »purii$,  tt  ignominia  aUqua  muletatiM). 

*  According  to  the  arrangement  adopted  in  the  translation,  the  observations  on 
the  first  head  —  the  art  of  ostentation  —  end  here ;  and  the  art  cf  dtclaration,  that  is 
of  making  oneself  understood,  is  next  handled.  The  substance  of  the  remarks  on  this 
head  will  be  found  in  the  next  page,  in  the  paragraph  beginning  **  Another  part  of  this 
knowledge  is  the  observing  a  good  mediocrity,'*  &c.  Then  follows  the  ^ragraph, 
which  stands  next  in  the  text ;  which  refers  to  the  third  head,  —  quod  ad  animum 
fectendum  et  effingendum  attinet.  And  with  thb  he  concludes  what  he  has  to  say  of 
••  the  two  Munmary  precepts  concerning  the  architecture  of  Fortune."  The  rest  he 
gives  as  a  sample  of  particular  precepts  (praeepta  tpand)  on  the  same  subject. 

'  The  rest  of  this  sentence  is  omitted  in  the  translation. 

VOL.  III.  H  H 
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ceedeth,  it  is  a  thing  most  prejudicial;  and  nothing  is  more 
politic  than  to  make  the  wheels  of  our  mind  concentric  and 
voluble  with  the  wheels  of  fortune. 

^  Another  precept  of  this  knowledge^  which  hath  some  affinity 
with  that  we  last  spake  of^  but  with  difference^  is  that  which  is 
well  expressed)  Faiii  accede  Deisque,  [take  the  way  which  the 
Fates  and  the  Gods  offer ;]  that  men  do  not  only  turn  with  the 
occasions  but  also  run  with  the  occasions,  and  not  strain  their 
credit  or  strength  to  over  hard  or  extreme  points,  but  choose 
in  their  actions  that  which  is  most  passable :  for  this  will  pre- 
serve men  from  foil,  not  occupy  them  too  much  about  one 
matter,  win  opinion  of  moderation,  please  the  most',  and  make 
a  shew  of  a  perpetual  felicity  in  all  they  undertake ;  which 
cannot  but  mightily  increase  reputation. 

Another  part  of  this  knowledge  seemeth  to  have  some  re- 
pugnancy with  the  former  two,  but  not  as  I  understand  it;  and 
it  is  that  which  Demosthenes  uttereth  in  high  terms ;  St  querns 
adtnodum  receptum  est,  ut  exercitum  ducat  imperatar,  sie  et  a 
eordatU  viris  res  ipam  ducenda;  tfi  qum  ipsis  videntur,  ea  ge~ 
rantur,et  non  ipm,  eventus  persequi  coffontur;  [as  the  captain 
leads  the  anny,  so  diould  wise  men  lead  affiiirs ;  they  should 
get  that  done  which  they  think  good  to  be  done,  and  not  be 
forced  to  follow  at  the  heels  of  events].  For  if  we  observe,  we 
shall  find  two  differing  kinds  of  sufficiency  in  managing  of 
business :  some  can  make  use  of  occasions  aptly  and  dexte- 
rously, but  plot  little ;  some  can  urge  and  pursue  llieir  own 
plots  well,  but  cannot  accommodate  nor  take  in';  either  of 
which  is  very  unperfect  without  the  other. 

Another  part  of  this  knowledge  is  the  observing  a  good 
mediocrity  in  the  declaring  or  not  declaring  a  man's  self:  for 
although  depth  of  secrecy,  and  making  way  qualis  est  via  navis 
in  mari,  [like  the  way  of  a  diip  through  the  water,]  (which  the 

*  This,  in  the  transUtion,  ttands  as  the  aeoond  of  the  pr«c«pto  sparaa/  that  of  ac- 
customing the  mind  to  value  tUngt  according  as  they  conduce  to  our  fiarticular  ends 
being  placed  first  Throughout  this  part  of  the  work  the  meaning  is  expressed  more 
ftilly  and  clearly  in  the  Latin,  but  where  no  material  alteration  or  addition  is  intro- 
duced, and  where  the  meaning  of  the  English  is  plain  enough,  I  do  not  stay  to  point 
out  the  differences. 

*  That  is,  I  suppose,  by  bringing  us  less  into  collision  with  them  —  (jpaueiorea 
offnMkmtU), 

'  So  in  all  three  editions,  though  the  sentence  seems  to  be  imperfect  The  mean- 
ing  must  be  that  they  cannot  seise  and  turn  to  advantage  accidents  which  fall  out 
unexpectedly  in  their  favour.  The  translation  has  alii  toH  twU  in  machimmdo,  qui 
oecasiones  qua  opportune  incidunt  non  arripiunL 
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French  calleth  sourdes  menees,  when  men  set  thingg  in  work 
without  opening  themselves  at  all^)  be  sometimes  both  pros- 
perous and  admirable ;  yet  many  times  DUsimuJatio  errores 
parit  qui  dissimulatorem  ipsum  illaqueantj  [dissimulation  breeds 
mistakes  in  which  the  dissembler  hipuself  is  caught].  And 
therefore  we  see  the  greatest  politiques  have  }n  a  natural 
and  free  manner  professed  their  desires^  rathar  than  been 
reserved  and  disguised  in  them.  For  so  we  see  that  Lucius 
Sylla  made  a  kind  of  profession,  tliat  he  unshed  all  men  happy 
or  unhappy  as  they  stood  his  friends  or  enemies.  So  Caesar, 
when  he  went  first  into  Gaul,  made  no  scruple  to  profess  thcU 
he  had  rather  be  first  in  a  viUaye  than  second  at  Rome,  So 
again  as  soon  as  he  had  begun  the  war,  we  see  what  Cicero 
suth  of  him ;  Alter  (meaning  of  Csssar)  non  recusat,  sed  quo- 
dammodo  postulat,  ut  (ut  est)  sic  appelletur  tyrannus,  [he  does 
not  refuse,  but  in  a  manner  demands,  to  be  called  what  he  is-^ 
tyrant].  So  we  may  see  in  a  letter  of  Cicero  to  Atticus,  that 
Augustus  Caesar  in  his  very  entrance  into  affairs,  when  he  was 
a  dearling  of  the  senate,  yet  in  his  harangues  to  the  people 
would  swear  Ita  parentis  honores  consequi  Uceat^  [as  I  hope  to 
attain  my  father's  honours;]  which  was  no  less  than  the 
tyranny,  save  that,  to  help  it  he  would  stretch  forth  his  hand 
towards  a  statua  of  Caesar's  that  was  erected  in  the  place: 
and^  men  laughed  and  wondered  and  said  Is  it  possible?  or 
Did  you  ever  hear  the  like^?  and  yet  thought'  he  meant  no 
hurt,  he  did  it  ^  so  handsomely  and  ingenuously.  And  all  these 
were  prosperous :  whereas  Pompey,  who  tended  to  the  same 
end  but  in  a  more  dark  and  dissembling  manner,  as  Tacitus 
aaith  of  him,  Occultior  non  melior,  [having  his  intentions  better 
concealed  but  not  better,]  wherein  Sallust  concurreth,  ore 
probo,  animo  inverecundo^  [an  honest  tongue  but  a  shameless 
mind,]  made  it  his  design  by  infinite  secret  engines  to  cast  the 
state  into  an  absolute  anarchy  and  confusion,  that  the  state 
might  cast  itself  into  his  arms  for  necessity  and  protection,  and 
80  the  sovereign  power  be  put  upon  him,  and  he  never  seen  in 
it :  and  when  he  had  brought  it  (as  he  thought)  to  that  point. 


I  80  tta«  original  $  edd.  1699  and  1S38  have  whereai  many  mm. 
'  So  Uie  original ;  edd.  1629  and  1633  have  UU  to  this. 

*  though  in  orig. 

*  i.  e.  be  seemed  to    aay  vrbat  he  felt  —  (nihil  maUtim  in  to  nupicaSbamimr  qui 
tarn  eandide  €t  ingenue  quid  untiret  loquerttur). 
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when  he  was  chosen  consul  alone^  as  never  any  was,  yet  he 
could  make  no  great  matter  of  it,  because  men  understood  him 
not;  but  was  fain  in  the  end  to  go  the  beaten  track  of  getting 
arms  into  his  hands,  by  colour  of  the  doubt  of  Caesar's  designs : 
so  tedious,  casual,  and  unfortunate  are  these  deep  dissimula- 
tions; whereof  it  seemeth  Tacitus  made  this  judgment,  that 
they  were  a  •cunning  of  an  inferior  form  in  regard  of  true 
policy ;  attributing  the  one  to  Augustus,  the  other  to  Tiberius, 
where  speaking  of  Livia  he  saith,  Et  cum  artibus  mariti  dmu^ 
latione  filii  bene  eompostta,  [that  she  was  of  a  happy  composi* 
tion,  uniting  the  arts  of  her  husband  with  the  dissimulation  of 
her  son ;]  for  surely  the  continual  habit  of  dissimulation  is  but 
a  weak  and  sluggish  cunning,  and  not  greatly  politic. 

Another  precept  of  this  Architecture  of  Fortune  is  to  accus- 
tom our  minds  to  judge  of  the  proportion  or  value  of  things  as 
they  conduce  and  are  material  to  our  particular  ends ;  and  that 
to  do  substantially,  and  not  superficially*  For  we  shall  find  the 
logical  part  (as  I  may  term  it)  of  some  men's  minds  good,  but 
the  mathematical  part  erroneous ;  that  is,  they  can  well  judge 
of  consequences,  but  not  of  proportions  and  comparison^ ;  pre- 
ferring things  of  shew  and  sense  before  things  of  substance  and 
effect.  So  some  fedl  in  love  with  access  to  princes,  others  with 
popular  fame  and  applause,  supposing  they  are  things  of  great 
purchase ;  when  in  many  cases  they  are  but  matters  of  envy, 
peril,  and  impediment.  So  some  measure  things  according  to 
the  labour  and  diflSculty  or  assiduity  which  are  spent  about 
them ;  and  think  if  they  be  ever  moving,  that  they  must  needs 
advance  and  proceed ;  as  Cesar  saith  in  a  despising  manner  of 
Cato  the  second,  when  he  describeth  how  laborious  and  in- 
defatigable he  was  to  no  great  purpose ;  H(bc  omnia  magno 
studio  cLgebat.  So  in  most  things  men  are  ready  to  abuse  them- 
selves in  thinking  the  greatest  means'  to  be  best,  when  it 
should  be  the  fittest. 

As  for  the  true  marshalling  of  men's  pursuits  towards  their 
fortune  as  they  are  more  or  less  material,  I  hold  them  to  stand 
thus.  First  the  amendment  of  their  own  minds ;  for  the  remove 
of  the  impediments  of  the  mind  will  sooner  clear  the  passages  of 
fortune,  than  the  obtaining  fortune  will  remove  the  impediments 

'  2>e  pretiis  vero  imperitittime,  —  De  Aug. 

*  i.  e,  the  greatest  penons  used  aa  means  —  (n  mofini  aUctffUi  aitf  Aonoroft  virt 
op9rd  utantitr). 
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of  the  mincL  In  the  second  place  I  set  down  wealth  and  means ; 
which  I  know  most  men  would  have  placed  firsts  because  of 
the  general  use  which  it  beareth  towards  all  variety  of  occasions. 
But  that  opinion  I  may  condemn  with  like  reason  as  Machiavel 
doth  that  other^  that  moneys  were  the  sinews  of  the  wars; 
whereas  (saith  he)  the  true  sinews  of  the  wars  are  the  sinews 
of  men's  arms^  that  is,  a  valiant,  populous,  and  military  na- 
tion ;  and  he  voucheth  aptly  the  authority  of  Solon,  who  when 
Croesus  shewed  him  his  treasury  of  gold  said  to  him,  that  if 
another  came  that  had  better  iron  he  would  be  master  of  his 
gold.  In  like  manner  it  may  be  truly  affirmed  that  it  is  not 
moneys  that  are  the  sinews  of  fortune,  but  it  is  the  sinews  and 
steel  of  men's  minds,  witj  courage,  audacity,  resolution,  temper, 
industry,  and  the  like.  In  third  ^  place  I  set  down  reputation, 
because  of  the  peremptory  tides  and  currents  it  hath ;  which  if 
they  be  not  taken  in  their  due  time  are  seldom  recovered,  it 
being  extreme  hard  to  play  an  after-game  of  reputation.  And 
lastly  I  place  honour,  which  is  more  easily  won  by  any  of  the 
other  three,  much  more  by  all,  than  any  of  them  can  be  pur- 
chased by  honour.  To  conclude  this  precept,  as  there  is  order 
and  priority  in  matter,  so  is  there  in  time,  the  preposterous 
placing  whereof  is  one  of  the  commonest  errors ;  while  men  fly 
to  their  ends  when  they  should  intend  their  beginnings,  and  do 
not  take  things  in  order  of  time  as  they  come  on,  but  marshal 
them  according  to  greatness  and  not  according  to  instance; 
not  observing  the  good  precept.  Quod  nunc  instai  agamus, 
[Despatch  we  now  what  stands  us  now  upon]. 

Another  precept  of  this  knowledge  is,  not  to  embrace  any 
matters  which  do  occupy  too  great  a  quantity  of  time,  but  to 
have  that  sounding  in  a  man's  ears,  Sed  fugii  interea,  fugit 
irreparabile  tempus,  [while  he  is  making  ready  to  do  it  the 
time  for  doing  it  is  gone ;]  and  that  is  the  cause  why  those 
which  take  their  course  of  rising  by  professions  of  burden,  as 
lawyers,  orators,  painful  divines,  and  the  like,  are  not  com- 
monly so  politic  for  their  own  fortune*,  otherwise  than  in  their 
ordinary  way,  because  they  want  time  to  learn  particulars^  to 
wait  occasions,  and  to  devise  plots.' 

>  So  the  original  and  ed.  1629.     Ed.  1633  has  the  third. 
*  So  the  original.    £dd.  1629  and  1633  have /orhmct. 

>  Whereaa  (he  adds  in  the  translation)  you  will  find  in  courts  and  commonwealths 
that  the  best  jiromoters  of  their  own  fortune  are  those  who  have  no  public  duty  to 
discharge,  and  make  their  own  rising  their  only  business. 
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Another  precept  of  tliis  knowledge  is  to  imitate  nature  wliich 
doth  nothing  in  vain ;  which  surely  a  man  may  do^  if  he  do 
well  interlace  his  business^  and  bend  not  his  mind  too  much 
upon  that  which  he  principally  intendeth.'  For  a  man  ought 
in  every  particular  action  so  to  carry  the  motions  of  his  mind, 
and  so  to  have  one  thing  under  another,  as  if  he  cannot  have 
that  he  seeketh  in  the  best  degree,  yet  to  have  it  in  a  second,  or 
so  in  a  third ;  and  if  he  can  have  no  part  of  that  which  he  pur- 
posed, yet  to  turn  the  use  of  it  to  somewhat  else  ' ;  and  if  he 
cannot  make  anything  of  it  for  the  present,  yet  to  make  it  as  a 
seed  of  somewhat  in  time  to  come ;  and  if  he  can  contrive  no 
effect  or  substance  from  it,  yet  to  win  some  good  opinion  by  it, 
or  the  like ;  so  that  he  should  exact  an  account '  of  himself,  of 
every  action  to  reap  somewhat,  and  not  to  stand  amazed  and 
confused  if  he  fail  of  that  he  chiefly  meant :  for  nothing  is  more 
impolitic  than  to  mind  actions  wholly  one  by  one ;  for  he  that 
doth  so  leeseth  infinite  occasions  which  intervene,  and  are  many 
times  more  proper  and  propitious  for  somewhat  that  he  shall 
need  afterwards,  than  for  that  which  he  urgeth  for  the  present ; 
and  therefore  men  must  be  perfect  in  that  rule,  Hcbc  apartet 
facere,  et  ilia  nan  amittere,  [these  things  ought  ye  to  do,  and 
not  to  leave  the  other  undone]. 

Another  precept  of  this  knowledge  is,  not  to  engage  a  man's 
self  peremptorily  in  any  thing,  though  it  seem  not  liable  to 
accident ;  but  ever  to  have  a  window  to  fly  out  at,  or  a  way  to 
retire  ^ ;  following  the  wisdom  in  the  ancient  fable  of  the  two 
frogs,  which  consulted  when  their  plash  was  dry  whither  they 
should  go ;  and  the  one  moved  to  go  down  into  a  pit,  because 
t  was  not  likely  the  water  would  dry  there ;  but  the  other 
answered,  True^  but  if  it  doy  haw  shall  we  get  out  again  f 

Another  precept  of  this  knowledge  is  that  ancient  precept  of 
Bias,  construed  not  to  any  point  of  perfidiousness  but  only  to 
caution  and  moderation,  Et  ama  tanquam  inimicus  futurus,  et 
odi  tanquam  anutturus,  [love  your  friend  as  you  would  love 
one  who  may  hereafter  be  your  enemy ;  hate  your  enemy  as 
one  who  may  hereafter  be  your  firiend ;]  for  it  utterly  be- 

>  This  last  claase  is  omitted  in  the  translation. 

'  t.  e.  to  turn  his  labour  taken  therein  to  some  other  me  —  (ad  alium  qwmpiam 
pfiBter  datinatum  finem  nperam  impetaam  JUctamtti). 

*  So  the  original.    E<ld.  1629  and  1633  omit  an, 

*  The  rest  of  this  paragraph  Is  omitted  in  the  translation. 
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trayetli  all  utility  for  men  to  embark  themselves  too  far  in 
unfortunate  friendships,  troublesome  spleens,  and  childish  and 
humorous  envies  or  emulations. 

But  I  continue  this  beyond  the  measure  of  an  example ;  led, 
because  I  would  not  have  such  knowledges  which  I  note  as 
deficient  to  be  thought  things  imaginative  or  in  the  air,  or  an 
observation  or  two  much  made  of;  but  things  of  bulk  and  mass, 
whereof  an  end  is  hardlier  made  than  a  beginning.  It  must  be 
likewise  conceived,  that  in  these  points  which  I  mention  and 
set  down,  they  are  far  from  complete  tractates  of  them,  but 
only  as  small  pieces  for  patterns.  And  lastly,  no  man  I  sup- 
pose will  think  that  I  mean  fortunes  are  not  obtained  without 
all  this  ado ;  for  I  know  they  come  tumbling  into  some  men's 
laps;  and  a  number  obtain  good  fortunes  by  diligence  in  a 
plain  way,  little  intermeddUng,  and  keeping  themselves  from 
gross  errors. 

But  as  Cicero,  when  he  setteth  down  an  Idea  of  a  perfect 
Orator,  doth  not  mean  that  every  pleader  should  be  such  ;  and 
80  likewise,  when  a  Prince  or  a  Courtier  hath  been  described 
by  such  as  have  handled  those  subjects,  the  mould  hath  used 
to  be  made  according  to  the  perfection  of  the  art,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  common  practice :  so  I  understand  it  that  it  ought 
to  be  done  in  the  description  of  a  Politic  man  ;  I  mean  politic 
for  his  own  fortune. 

But  it  must  be  remembered  aU  this  while,  that  the  precepts 
which  we  have  set  down  are  of  that  kind  which  may  be  counted 
and  called  bon<B  arteSy  [honest  arts].  As  for  evil  arts,  if  a  man 
would  set  down  for  himself  that  principle  of  Machiavel,  that  a 
man  seek  not  to  attain  virtue  itself ,  but  the  appearance  only 
thereof;  because  the  credit  of  virtue  is  a  help^  but  the  use  of  it  is 
cumber  ;  or  that  other  of  his  principles,  that  he  presuppose  that 
men  are  not  fitly  to  be  wrought  otherwise  but  by  fear,  and  there^ 
fore  that  he  seek  to  have  every  man  obnoxious^  low,  and  in  strait^ 
which  the  Italians  call  seminar  spine,  to  sow  thorns ;  or  that 
other  principle  contained  in  the  verse  which  Cicero  citetb, 
Cadant  amid,  dummodo  inimici  intercidant,  [down  with  friends 
so  enemies  go  down  with  them,]  as  the  Triumvirs,  which  sold 
every  one  to  other  the  lives  of  their  friends  for  the  deaths  ot 
their  enemies ;  or  that  other  protestation  of  L.  Catilina,  to 
set  on  fire  and  trouble  states,  to  the  end  to  fish  in  dronmy 
waters,  and  to  unwrap  their  fortunes ;  Eyo  si  quid  in  fortunis 
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meis  excitatum  sit  mcendium^  id  nan  aqua  ted  ruiiuL  restinguam, 
[if  my  fortunes  be  set  on  fire  I  will  put  it  out  not  with  water 
but  with  demolition:]  or  that  other  principle  of  Lysander 
that  children  are  to  be  deceived  with  eanifits,  and  men  with  oaths  : 
and  the  like  evil  and  corrupt  positions,  whereof  (as  in  all 
things)  there  are  more  in  number  than  of  the  good :  certainly 
with  these  dispensations  from  the  laws  of  charity  and  integrity 
the  pressing  of  a  man's  fortune  may  be  more  hasty  and  com- 
I)endious.  But  it  is  in  life  as  it  is  in  ways ;  the  shortest  way 
is  commonly  the  foulest,  and  surely  the  fairer  way  is  not  much 
about. 

But  men  if  they  be  in  their  own  power  and  do  bear  and 
sustain  themselves,  and  be  not  carried  away  with  a  whirlwind 
or  tempest  of  ambition,  ought  in  the  pursuit  of  their  own  for- 
tune to  set  before  their  eyes  not  only  that  general  map  of  the 
world,  that  all  things  are  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit^  but 
many  other  more  particular  cards  and  directions :  chiefly  that, 
that  Being  without  well-being  is  a  curse  and  the  greater  being 
the  greater  curse,  and  that  all  virtue  is  most  rewarded  and  all 
wickedness  most  punished  in  itself:  according  as  the  jH>et  saith 
excellently : 

Quae  TobiB,  quae  digna,  viri,  pro  laudibiis  istis 
Frsemia  posse  rear  solvi  ?  pulcherrlma  primum 
Dii  moresque  dabunt  vestri : 

[What  reoompence,  O  friends,  can  I  hold  out 
Worthy  such  deeds  ?    The  best  is  that  ye  hare,  — 
God*s  blessing  and  your  proper  nobleness  (] 

and  80  of  the  contrary.  And  secondly  they  ought  to  look 
up  to  the  eternal  providence  and  divine  judgment,  which  often 
subverteth  the  wisdom  of  evil  plots  and  imaginations,  accord- 
ing to  that  Scripture,  He  hath  conceived  mischief  and  shall 
bring  forth  a  vain  thing.  And  although  men  should  refrain 
themselves  from  injury  and  evil  arts,  yet  this  incessant  and 
Sabbathless  pursuit  of  a  man's  fortune  leaveth  not  tribute  which 
we  owe  to  God  of  our  time ;  who  (we  see)  demandeth  a  tenth  of 
our  substance,  and  a  seventh,  which  is  more  strict,  of  our  time : 
and  it  is  to  small  purpose  to  have  an  erected  face  towards 
heaven,  and  a  perpetual  grovelling  spirit  upon  earth,  eating 
dust  as  doth  the  serpent ;  Atque  affigit  humo  divincB  particulam 
aurtBy  [fixing  to  earth  the  etherial  spark  divine].    And  if  any 
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man  flatter  himself  that  he  will  employ  his  fortune  well  though 
he  should  obtain  it  ill,  as  was  said  concerning  Augustus  Caesar^ 
and  after  of  Septimius  Severus,  that  either  they  should  never 
have  been  bom  or  else  they  should  never  have  diedy  they  did  so 
much  mischief  in  the  pursuit  and  ascent  of  their  greatness,  and 
so  much  good  when  they  were  established ;  yet  these  compen- 
sations and  satisfactions  are  good  to  be  used,  but  never  good  to 
be  purposed.  And  lastly,  it  is  not  amiss  for  men  in  their  race 
toward  their  fortune  to  cool  themselves  a  little  with  that  con- 
ceit which  is  elegantly  expressed  by  the  emperor  Charles  the 
fifth  in  his  instructions  to  the  kiog  his  son,  that  fortune  hath 
somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  woman,  that  if  she  be  too  much 
wooed  she  is  the  farther  off.  But  this  last  is  but  a  remedy  for 
those  whose  tastes  are  corrupted :  let  men  rather  build  upon 
that  foundation  which  is  as  a  comer-stone  of  divinity  and  phi- 
losophy, wherein  they  join  close,  namely  that  same  Primum 
qucBrite.  For  divinity  saith,  Primum  qu<Brite  regnum  Dei,  et 
ista  omnia  adjicientur  vobis,  [seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you:]  and  philo- 
sophy saith,  Primum  qucsrite  bona  animi,  catera  aut  aderunt 
aut  non  oberunt,  [seek  ye  first  the  good  things  of  the  mind, 
aU  other  good  things  will  either  come  or  not  be  wanted].  And 
although  the  human  foundation  hath  somewhat  of  the  sand ',  as 
we  see  in  M.  Brutus  when  he  brake  forth  into  that  speech, 

Te  colui,  YirtuSy  ut  rem ;  at  tu  nomen  inane  efl ; 

[I  took  thee.  Virtue,  fos  a  reality,  but  I  find  thee  an  empty 
name ;]  yet  the  divine  foundation  is  upon  the  rock.  But  this 
may  serve  for  a  taste  of  that  knowledge  which  I  noted  as  de- 
ficient. 

H  ^  Concerning  Government,  it  is  a  part  of  knowledge  secret 

*  teane  in  the  origlnAl:  sanda  In  edd.  1629  and  1633. 

*  De  Auff.  Tiii.  3.  The  first  part  of  this  chapter  is  entirely  altered  in  the  trans- 
lation ;  the  remarks  on  the  secret  nature  of  Qovemrocnt,  as  a  sul^ect  not  proper  for 
•crutiny,  being  omitted  altogether ;  and  the  complimentary  excuse  for  not  entering 
upon  it  himself  being  transferred  to  the  opening  of  the  book.  In  this  place  indeed  he 
speaks  of  it  as  a  sutuect  which  his  own  long  experience  as  an  officer  of  state  qualified 
bim  to  handle,  and  on  which  he  had  some  work  in  contemplation,  though  he  thought 
it  would  be  either  abortive  or  posthumous  ;  alluding  probably  to  the  New  AUantit, 
in  which  we  know  flrora  Dr.  Rawley  that  he  did  intend  to  exhibit  a  model  of  a  perfect 
government  For  the  present  however  he  confines  himself  to  two  treatises,  given  by 
way  of  example ;  one  on  the  art  of  extending  the  bounds  of  Empire  (which  is  a  trans- 
lation of  the  twenty-ninth  Eoay) ;  the  other  on  Universal  Justice. 
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and  retired,  in  both  these  respects  in  which  things  are  deemed 
secret;  for  some  things  are  secret  because  they  are  hard  to 
know,  and  some  because  they  are  not  fit  to  utter.  We  see  all 
goyemments  are  obscure  and  invisible. 

Totamque  infusa  per  artus 
Mens  agitat  molem,  et  magno  se  corpore  miscet. 

[In  every  pore  difiiifled  the  great  mind  works, 
Stirs  all  the  mass,  and  thro*  the  huge  frame  lives.] 

Such  is  the  description  of  governments.  We  see  the  govern- 
ment of  God  over  tiie  world  is  hidden,  insomuch  as  it  seemeth 
to  participate  of  much  irregularity  and  confusion.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  Soul  in  moving  the  Body  is  inward  and  profound, 
and  the  passages  thereof  hardly  to  be  reduced  to  demonstration. 
Again,  the  wisdom  of  antiquity  (the  shadows  whereof  are  in 
the  poets)  in  the  description  of  torments  and  pains,  next  unto 
the  crime  of  rebellion  which  was  the  Giants'  offence,  doth  de- 
test the  offence  of  futility  ^,  as  in  Sisyphus  and  Tantalus.  But 
this  was  meant  of  particulars :  nevertheless  even  unto  the  ge- 
neral rules  and  discourses  of  policy  and  government  there  is 
due  a  reverent  and  reserved  handling. 

But  contrariwise  in  the  governors  toward  the  governed  all 
things  ought,  as  far  as  the  frailty  of  man  permitteth,  to  be 
manifest  and  revealed.  For  so  it  is  expressed  in  the  Scriptures 
touching  the  government  of  God,  that  this  globe,  which  seemeth 
to  us  a  dark  and  shady  body,  is  in  the  view  of  God  as  crystal : 
£!t  in  conspectu  sedis  tanquam  mare  vitreum  simile  crystaUo^ 
[and  before  the  Throne  there  was  a  sea  of  glass,  like  unto 
crystal].  So  unto  princes  and  states,  and  specially  towards 
wise  senates  and  councils,  the  natures  and  dispositions  of  the 
people,  their  conditions  and  necessities,  their  factions  and  com- 
binations, their  animosities  and  discontents,  ought  to  be,  in  re- 
gard of  the  variety  of  their  intelligences,  the  wisdom  of  their 
observations,  and  the  height  of  their  station  where  they  keep 
sentinel,  in  great  part  clear  and  transparent.  Wherefore,  con- 
sidering that  I  write  to  a  king  that  is  a  master  of  this  science, 
and  is  so  well  assisted,  I  think  it  decent  to  pass  over  this  part 
in  silence,  as  willing  to  obtain  the  certificate  which  one  of  the 

>  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  hanfacUitie.    By  ftOilityl  understand  itUt 
curio9ity. 
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ancient  philosophers  aspired  unto;  who  being  silent,  when 
others  contended  to  make  demonstration  of  their  abilities  by 
speech,  desired  it  might  be  certified  for  his  part,  that  there  was 
one  that  knew  how  to  hold  his  peace. 

Notwithstanding,  for  the  more  public  part  of  goyemment, 
which  is  Laws,  I  think  good  to  note  only  one  deficience; 
which  is,  that  all  those  which  have  written  of  laws,  have  writ- 
ten either  as  philosophers  or  as  lawyers,  and  none  as  states- 
men. As  for  the  philosophers,  they  make  imaginary  laws  for 
imaginary  commonwealths;  and  their  discourses  are  as  the 
stars,  which  give  little  light  because  they  are  so  high.  For 
the  lawyers,  they  write  according  to  the  states  where  they  live, 
what  is  received  law,  and  not  what  ought  to  be  law :  for  the 
wisdom  of  a  lawmaker  is  one,  and  of  a  lawyer  is  another. 
For  there  are  in  nature  certain  fountains  of  justice,  whence  all 
civil  laws  are  derived  but  as  streams ;  and  like  as  waters  do 
take  tinctures  and  tastes  from  the  soils  through  which  they 
run,  BO  do  civil  laws  vary  according  to  the  regions  and  govern- 
ments where  they  are  planted,  though  they  proceed  from  the 
same  fountains.  Again,  the  wisdom  of  a  lawmaker  consisteth 
not  only  in  a  platform  of  justice,  but  in  the  application  thereof; 
taking  into  consideration  by  what  means  laws  may  be  made 
certain,  and  what  are  the  causes  and  remedies  of  the  doubtful- 
ness and  incertainty  of  law ;  by  what  means  laws  may  be  made 
apt  and  easy  to  be  jexecuted,  and  what  are  the  impedunents  and 
remedies  in  the  execution  of  laws ;  what  influence  laws  touch- 
ing private  right  otmeum  and  tuum  have  into  the  public  state, 
and  how  they  may  be  made  apt  and  agreeable ;  how  laws  are 
to  be  penned  and  delivered,  whether  in  Texts  or  in  Acts;  brief 
or  large;  with  preambles  or  without;  how  they  are  to  be 
pruned  and  reformed  from  time  to  time;  and  what  is  the  best 
means  to  keep  them  from  being  too  vast  in  volumes  or  too  full 
of  multiplicity  and  crossness;  bow  they  are  to  be  expounded, 
when  upon  causes  emergent  and  judicisJly  discussed,  and  when 
upon  responses  and  conferences  touching  general  points  or 
questions ;  how  they  are  to  be  pressed,  rigorously  or  tenderly ; 
how  they  are  to  be  mitigated  by  equity  and  good  conscience ; 
and  whether  discretion  and  strict  law  are  to  be  mingled  in  the 
same  courts  or  kept  apart  in  several  courts;  again,  how  the 
practice,  profession,  and  erudition  of  law  is  to  be  censured  and 
governed ;  and  many  other  points  touching  the  administration. 
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Deprmdmtia  ^^^  (^  ^  11^7  term  it)  animation  of  laws.  Upon 
iiie^^--  which  I  insist  the  less^  because  I  purpose  (if  God 
give  me  leaye),  having  begun  a  work  of  this  nature 
in  aphorisms ',  to  propound  it  hereafter  noting  it  in  the  mean 
time  for  deficient. 

And  for  your  Majesty's  laws  of  England,  I  could  say  much 
of  their  dignity,  and  somewhat  of  their  defect ;  but  they  can- 
not but  excel  the  civil  laws  in  fitness  for  the  government:  for 
the  civil  law  was  non  hos  qtuBsitum  munus  in  usus ;  it  was  not 
made  for  the  countries  which  it  govemeth.  Hereof  I  cease  to 
speak,  because  I  will  not  intermingle  matter  of  action  with 
matter  of  general  learning.^ 

Thus  have  I  concluded  this  portion  of  learning  touching 
Civil  Knowledge;  and  with  civil  knowledge  have  concluded 
Human  Philosophy ;  and  with  human  philosophy.  Philosophy 
in  General.  And  being  now  at  some  pause,  looking  back  into 
that  I  have  passed  through,  this  writing  seemeth  to  me,  (si 
nunquam  fallit  imago)  as  far  as  a  man  can  judge  of  his  own 
work,  not  much  better  than  that  noise  or  sound  which  musi- 
cians make  while  they  are  tuning  their  instruments ;  which  is 
nothing  pleasant  to  hear,  but  yet  is  a  cause  why  the  music  is 
sweeter  afterwards.  So  have  I  been  content  to  tune  the  instru- 
ments of  the  muses,  that  they  may  play  that  hove  better  hands. 
And  surely,  when  I  set  before  me  the  condition  of  these  times, 
in  which  learning  hath  made  her  third  visitation  or  circuit,  in 
all  the  qualities  thereof;  as  the  excellency  and  vivacity  of  the 
wits  of  this  age ;  the  noble  helps  and  lights  which  we  have  by 
the  travails  of  ancient  writers ;  the  art  of  printing,  which  com- 
municateth  books  to  men  of  all  fortunes ;  the  openness  of  the 
world  by  navigation,  which  hath  disclosed  multitudes  of  ex- 
periments, and  a  mass  of  natural  history;  the  leisure  wherewith 
these  times  abound,  not  employing  men  so  generally  in  civil 
business,  as  the  states  of  Grsecia  did  in  respect  of  their  popu- 
larity, and  the  state  of  Rome  in  respect  of  the  greatness  of 

'  Thii  was  no  doubt  the  treatise  which  Is  given  by  way  of  specimen  in  the  De  Aug- 
mentit.  The  perfection  of  a  law  is  there  described  as  consisting  in  five  things :  it  must 
be  certain  in  its  meaning ;  just  in  its  rules ;  convenient  in  execution ;  agreeable  to  the 
form  of  government ;  and  productive  of  virtue  in  the  governed.  Of  these  heads  the 
first  only  Is  discussed  ;  but  under  it  almost  all  the  points  enumerated  in  the  text  come 
under  consideration,  more  or  less  completely 

*  This  paragraph  is  omitted  In  the  translation. 
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their  monarchy ;  the  present  disposition  of  these  times  at  this 
instant  to  peace  ^ ;  the  consumption  of  all  that  ever  oan  be  said 
in  controversies  of  religion^  which  have  so  much  diverted  men 
from  other  sciences ;  the  perfection  of  your  Majesty's  learnings 
which  as  a  phoenix  may  call  whole  vollies  of  wits  to  follow  you ; 
and  the  inseparable  propriety  of  time^  which  is  ever  more  and 
more  to  disclose  truth ;  I  cannot  but  be  raised  to  this  persuasion,  ^ 
that  this  third  period  of  time  will  far  surpass  that  of  the  G-rsecian 
and  Roman  learning :  only  if  men  will  know  their  own  strength 
and  their  own  weakness  both;  and  take  one  from  the  other 
light  of  invention,  and  not  fire  of  contradiction ;  and  esteem  of 
the  inquisition  of  truth  as  of  an  enterprise,  and  not  as  of  a 
quality  or  ornament;  and  employ  wit  and  magnificence  to  things 
of  worth  and  excellency,  and  not  to  things  vulgar  and  of  popu- 
lar estimation*  As  for  my  labours,  if  any  man  shall  please  him- 
self or  others  in  the  reprehension  of  them,  they  shall  make  that 
ancient  and  patient  request,  Verbera  sed  audi,  [strike  me  if 
you  will,  only  hear  me ;]  let  men  reprehend  them,  so  they  ob- 
serve and  weigh  them.  For  the  appeal  is  (lawful  though  it  may 
be  it  shall  not  be  needAil)  from  the  first  cogitations  of  men  to 
their  second,  and  from  the  nearer  times  to  the  times  further  off. 
Now  let  us  come  to  that  learning,  which  both  the  former  times 
were  not  so  blessed  as  to  know,  sacred  and  inspired  Divinity, 
the  Sabaoth  and  port  of  all  men's  labours  and  peregrinations. 

IT '  The  prerogative  of  God  extendeth  as  well  to  the  reason  as 
to  the  will  of  man ;  so  that  as  we  are  to  obey  his  law  though 
we  find  a  reluctation  in  our  will,  so  we  are  to  believe  his  word 

>  Thii  was  written  Just  after  the  conclusion  of  peace  between  England  and  Spain ; 
when  the  translation  was  published  the  disposition  of  the  times  was  less  peaceable,  but 
a  greater  part  of  Europe  was  actually  at  peace ;  and  accordingly  instead  of  the  expres- 
sion in  the  text  he  substitutes,  **  the  peace  which  is  at  this  time  enjoyed  by  Britain, 
Spain,  Italy,  France  too  at  last,  and  other  regions  not  a  few." 

*  De  Aug.  ix.  1.  This  chapter  is  greatly  altered  in  the  translation ;  much  of  it 
being  entirely  omitted,  much  condensed,  and  a  little  added.  In  the  exordium  he 
announces  the  subject  of  the  book  as  one  which  does  not  belong  to  human  reason  and 
natural  philosophy.  He  will  not  therefore  attempt  to  lay  out  the  **  partitions  **  of  it» 
but  merely  offer  a  few  suggestions,  concerning  not  the  matter  revealed  by  Theology, 
but  the  manner  of  the  revelation.  These  suggestions,  which  are  but  three  in  number, 
together  with  the  remarks  by  which  they  are  Introduced,  agree  substantially  with  those 
in  the  text :  all  that  does  not  bear  immediately  upon  them  being  omitted.  And  I 
think  all  the  differences  may  be  sufficiently  accounted  for  by  the  change  of  design ; 
while  the  change  of  design  itself  may  probably  have  been  suggested  by  the  difficulty  of 
expounding  the  subtjcct  of  theology  on  a  scale  similar  to  that  adopted  with  regard  to 
other  subjects,  without  introducing  matter  which  might  have  caused  the  work  to  be 
proscribed  in  Italy.     See  note,  p.  277. 
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though  we  find  a  reluctation  in  our  reason.  For  if  we  believe 
only  that  which  is  agreeable  to  our  sense,  we  give  consent  to 
the  matter  and  not  to  the  author ;  which  is  no  more  than  we 
would  do  towards  a  suspected  and  discredited  witness ;  but 
that  faith  which  was  accounted  to  Abraham  for  righteousness 
was  of  such  a  point  as  whereat  Sarah  laughed,  who  therein  was 
an  hnage  of  natural  reason* 

Uowbeit  (if  we  wiU  truly  consider  it)  more  worthy  it  is  to 
believe  than  to  know  as  we  now  know.  For  in  knowledge 
man's  mind  suffereth  from  sense,  but  in  belief  it  suffereth  from 
spirit,  such  one  as  it  holdeth  for  more  authorised  than  itself  ^, 
and  so  suffereth  from  the  worthier  agent  Otherwise  it  is  of 
the  state  of  man  glorified ;  for  then  f^uih  shall  cease,  and  we 
shall  know  as  we  are  known. 

Wherefore  we  conclude  that  sacred  Theology  (which  in  our 
idiom  we  call  Divinity)  is  grounded  only  upon  the  word  and 
oracle  of  God,  and  not  upon  the  light  of  nature:  for  it  is 
written,  CcbU  enarrant  gloriam  Dei,  [the  Heavens  declare  the 
glory  of  God,]  but  it  is  not  written,  Call  enarrant  voluntatem 
Dei,  [the  Heavens  declare  the  will  of  God,]  but  of  that  it  is 
said,  Ad  legem  et  testimonium :  si  nan  fecerint  secundum  verbum 
istud,  &C.,  [to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony :  if  they  do  not 
according  to  this  word,  &c].  This  holdeth  not  only  in  those 
points  of  faith  which  concern  the  great  mysteries  of  the 
Deity,  of  the  Creation,  of  the  Redemption,  but  likewise'  those 
which  concern  the  law  moral  truly  interpreted:  Lave  your 
enemies :  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you :  be  Uhe  to  your  heavenly 
Father,  that  suffereth  his  rain  to  fall  upon  the  just  and  uryust. 
To  this  it  ought  to  be  applauded.  Nee  vox  hominem  sonat :  it  is 
a  voice  beyond  the  light  of  nature.  So  we  see  the  heathen 
poets,  when  they  fall  upon  a  libertine  passion,  do  still  expos- 
tulate with  laws  and  moralities,  as  if  they  were  opposite  and 
malignant  to  nature:  Et  quod  natura  remittit,  invida  jura 
negant,  [what  Nature  suffers  envious  laws  forbid].  So  said  Den- 
damis  the  Indian  unto  Alexander's  messengers.  That  he  had 
heard  somewhat  of  Pythagoras  and  some  other  of  the  wise 
men  of  Graecia,  and  that  he  held  them  for  excellent  men :   but 

'  In  the  translation  this  is  expressed  rather  differently.  In  scientia  enim  mens  hamana 
paiitvr  a  tentu,  qui  a  rebus  maieriatU  resilit ;  in  fide  autem  anima  patitur  ab  anima, 
qwteU  agent  digniua  i  Knowledge  being  (if  I  understand  the  meaning  rightly)  a 
function  of  the  anima  sennbilia,  faith  of  the  anima  rationalit ;  the  one  receiving  its 
impresiions  firom  things  material,  the  other  fh>m  things  sphritoal. 
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that  they  had  a  faulty  which  was  that  thej  had  in  too  great 
reverence  and  veneration  a  thing  they  called  law  and  manners. 

(So  it  must  be  confessed  that  a  great  part  of  the  law  moral  is 
^lof  that  perfection,  whereunto  the  light  of  nature  cannot  aspire. 
How  then  is  it  that  man  is  said  to  have  by  the  light  and  law 
of  nature  some  notions  and  conceits  of  virtue  and  vice,  justice 
and  wrong,  good  and  evil  ?  Thus ;  because  the  light  of  nature 
is  used  in  two  several  senses ;  the  one,  that  which  springeth 
from  reason,  sense,  induction,  argument,  according  to  the  laws 
of  heaven  and  earth ;  the  other,  that  which  is  imprinted  upon 
the  spirit  of  man  by  an  inward  instinct,  according  to  the  law  of  • 

'  conscience,  which  is  a  sparkle  of  the  purity  of  his  first  estate : 
in  which  later  sense  only  he  is  participant  of  some  light  and 
discerning  touching  the  perfection  of  the  moral  law :  but  how  ? 
sufficient  to  check  the  vice,  but  not  to  inform  the  duty.  So 
then  the  doctrine  of  religion,  as  well  moral  as  mystical,  is  not 
to  be  attained  but  by  inspiration  and  revelation  from  G-od. 

The  use  notwithstanding  of  reason  in  spiritual  things,  and 
the  latitude  thereof,  is  very  great  and  general :  for  it  is  not  for 
nothing  that  the  apostle  calleth  religion  our  reasonable  service 
of  God ;  insomuch  as  the  very  ceremonies  and  figures  of  the 
old  law  were  full  of  reason  and  signification,  much  more  than 
the  ceremonies  of  idolatry  and  magic,  that  are  full  of  non- 
significants  and  surd  characters.  But  most  specially  the  Chris- 
tian Faith,  as  m  all  things  so  in  this,  deserveth  to  be  highly 
magnified;  holding  and  preserving  the  golden  mediocrity  in 
this  point  between  the  law  of  the  Heathen  and  the  law  of 
Mahumet,  which  have  embraced  the  two  extremes.  For  the 
religion  of  the  Heathen  had  no  constant  belief  or  confession, 
but  left  all  to  the  liberty  of  argument ;  and  the  religion  of 
Mahumet  on  the  other  side  interdicteth  argument  altogether : 
the  one  having  the  very  face  of  error,  and  the  other  of  impos- 
ture :  whereas  the  Faith  doth  both  admit  and  reject  disputation 
with  difference. 

The  use  of  human  reason  in  religion  is  of  two  sorts :  the 
former,  in  the  conception  and  apprehension  of  the  mysteries  of 
God  to  us  revealed ;  the  other,  in  the  inferring  and  deriving  of 
doctrire  and  direction  thereupon.  The  former  extendeth  to 
the  mysteries  themselves ;  but  how  ?  by  way  of  illustration, 
and  not  by  way  of  argument  The  later  consisteth  indeed  of 
probation  and  argument.     In  the  former  we  see  God  vouch- 
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safeth  to  descend  to  oar  capacity,  in  the  expressing  of  his  my&-. 
teries  in  sort  as  may  be  sensible  unto  us ;  and  doth  grift  ^  his 
revelations  and  holy  doctrine  upon  the  notions  of  our  reason^ 
and  applieth  his  inspirations  to  open  our  understanding,  as  the 
form  of  the  key  to  the  ward  of  the  lock" :  for  the  later,  there  is 
allowed  us  an  use  of  reason  and  argument  secondary  and  re- 
spective, although  not  original  and  absolute.  For  after  the 
articles  and  principles  of  religion  are  placed,  and  exempted 
from  examination  of  reason,  it  is  then  permitted  unto  us  to 
make  derivations  and  inferences  from  and  according  to  the 
analogy  of  them,  for  our  better  direction.  In  nature  this 
holdeth  not ;  for  both  the  principles  are  examinable  by  induc- 
tion, though  not  by  a  medium  or  syllogism ;  and  besides,  those 
principles  or  first  positions  have  no  discordance  with  that  reason 
which  draweth  down  and  deduceth  the  inferior  positions.  But 
yet  it  holdeth  not  in  religion  alone,  but  in  many  knowledges 
both  of  greater  and  smaller  nature,  namely  wherein  there  are 
not  only  posita  but  placita  ;  for  in  such  there  can  be  no  use  of 
absolute  reason.  We  see  it  familiarly  in  games  of  wit,  as  chess, 
or  the  like;  the  draughts  and  first  laws  of  the  game  are 
positive,  but  how  ?  merely  ad  placitum,  and  not  examinable 
by  reason;  but  then  how  to  direct  our  play  thereupon  with 
best  advantage  to  win  the  game,  is  artificial  and  rational  So 
in  human  laws  there  be  many  grounds  and  maxims  which 
are  placita  jurisy  positive  upon  authority  and  not  upon  reason, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  disputed :  but  what  is  most  just,  not 
absolutely,  but  relatively  and  according  to  those  maxims,  that 
afibrdeth  a  long  field  of  disputation.  Such  therefore  is  that 
secondary  reason  which  hath  place  in  divinity,  which  is 
grounded  upon  the  placets  of  God. 

Here  therefore  I  note  this  deficience,  that  there  hath  not 
Demmirgi.  ^>^^  ^  ^7  Understanding  suflSciently  enquired  and 
a1!!1^'^^  handled  the  true  limits  and  use  of  reason  in  spiritual 
*^****  things,  as  a  kind  of  divine  dialectic  2  which  fqr  that 
it  is  not  done,  it  seemeth  to  me  a  thing  usual,  by  pretext  of 

■  So  the  original  and  ed.  1629.    Ed.  1633  has  graft, 

*  It  being  our  own  duty  at  the  same  time  to  open  and  enlarge  our  understanding 
that  it  may  be  capable  of  receiving  them.  Qua  tamen  in  parte  nobis  ipait  dee»9e 
minime  debemus  ;  cum  enim  Deng  ipse  opera  rationis  nostra  in  Hfuminationibus  suis 
utatur,  etiam  nos  eandem  in  omnes  partes  versare  debemun  quo  magis  capaces  simus 
ad  mysteria  recipienda  et  imbibenda  :  modo  animus  ad  amplitttdinem  mysieriorum  pro 
modulo  suo  dilatetur,  non  mysteria  ad  angustias  animi  constringantur. 
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true  conceiving  that  which  is  revealed,  to  search  and  mine  into 
that  which  is  not  revealed;  and  by  pretext  of  enucleating 
inferences  and  contradictories,  to  examine  that  which  is  posi- 
tive; the  one  sort  falling  into  the  error  of  Nicodemus,  demand- 
ing to  have  things  made  more  sensible  than  it  pleaseth  God  to 
reveal  them ;  Quamodo  possit  homo  ncud  cum  sit  senex  f  [how 
can  a  man  be  bom  when  he  is  old?]  the  other  sort  into  the 
error  of  the  disciples,  which  were  scandalized  at  a  show  of  con- 
tradiction; Q^^d  est  hoc  quod  dicit  nobis  f  Modicum,  et  non  vide- 
bitis  me  ;  et  iterum,  modicum,  et  videhitis  me,  &c.  [what  is  this 
that  he  saith  unto  us?  a  littie  while  and  ye  shall  not  see  me, 
and  again  a  littie  while  and  ye  shall  see  me,  &c.] 

Upon  this  I  have  insisted  the  more  in  regard  of  tiie  great  and 
blessed  use  tiiereof ;  for  this  point  well  laboured  and  defined  of 
would  in  my  judgment  be  an  opiate  to  stay  and  bridle  not  only 
the  vanity  of  curious  speculations,  wherewith  the  schools  labour, 
but  the  ftiry  of  controversies,  wherewitii  the  church  laboureth. 
For  it  cannot  but  open  men's  eyes,  to  see  tiiat  many  contro- 
versies do  merely  pertain  to  that  which  is  eitiier  not  revealed 
or  positive ;  and  that  many  others  do  grow  upon  weak  and 
obscure  inferences  or  derivations:  which  latter  sort,  if'  men 
would  revive  the  blessed  style  of  that  great  doctor  of  tiie  Gen- 
tiles, would  be  carried  thus.  Ego,  non  Dominus,  [I,  not  tiie 
Lord,]  and  again.  Secundum  consilium  meum,  [according  to  my 
counsel;]  in  opmions  and  counsels,  and  not  in  positions  and 
oppositions.  But  men  are  now  over-ready  to  usurp  the  style 
Non  ego,  sed  Dominus,  [not  I,  but  the  Lord ;]  and  not  so  only, 
but  to  bind  it  witii  the  thunder  and  denunciation  of  curses  and 
anathemas,  to  the  terror  of  tiiose  which  have  not  sufficientiy 
learned  out  of  Salomon  that  the  causeless  curse  shall  not  come.^ 

Divinity  hath  two  principal  parts ;  the  matter  informed  or 
revealed,  and  the  nature  of  the  information  or  revelation :  and 
with  the  later  we  will  begin  ^,  because  it  hath  most  coherence 
with  that  which  we  have  now  last  handled.  The  nature  of  the 
information  consistetii  of  three  branches ;  the  limits  of  the  in- 
formation, tiie  sufficiency  of  the  information,  and  the  acquiring 

*  Th^original  and  also  edd.  1629  and  1633  have  of, 

*  In  the  translation  this  last  sentence  Is  omitted,  and  the  substance  both  of  this  and 
of  the  preceding  paragraph  is  set  forth  in  a  better  order  and  more  concisely,  though 
to  the  same  general  effect. 

*  In  the  translation  he  expressly  confines  himself  to  the  latter  only,  and  the  rest  of 
the  paragraph  is  omitted, 

VOL.  III.  I  I 


482  OP  THE   ADVANCEMENT  OP  LEARNING. 

or  obtaining  tibe  information.  Unto  the  limits  of  the  information 
belong  these  considerations ;  how  far  forth  particular  persons 
continae  to  be  inspired ;  how  far  forth  the  church  is  inspired ; 
and  how  far  forth  reason  may  be  used :  the  last  point  whereof 
I  have  noted  as  deficient.  Unto  the  sufficiencj  of  the  informa- 
tion belong  two  considerations;  what  points  of  religion  are 
fundamental^  and  what  perfectivey  being  matter  of  further 
building  and  perfection  upon  one  and  the  same  foundation ;  and 
again,  how  the  gradations  of  light  according  to  the  dispensa- 
tion of  times  are  material  to  the  sufficiency  of  belief. 

Here  again  I  may  rather  ^ve  it  in  advice  than  note  it  as 
DemMbnt  deficient,  that  the  points  fundamental,  and  the  points 
CMtateDa;  of  further  perfection  only,  ought  to  be  with  piety  and 
wisdom  distinguished:  a  subject  tending  to  much  like  end  as 
that  I  noted  before ;  for  as  that  other  were  likely  to  abate  the 
number  of  controversies,  so  this  is  like  to  abate  the  heat  of 
many  of  them.  We  see  Moses  when  he  saw  the  Israelite  and 
the  Egyptian  fight,  he  did  not  say,  fVhy  strive  you  f  but  drew 
his  sword  and  slew  the  Egyptian :  but  when  he  saw  the  two 
Israelites  fight,  he  said,  You  are  brethren,  why  etrive  you  f  If 
the  point  of  doctrine  be  an  Egyptian,  it  must  be  sliun  by  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit,  and  not  reconciled ;  but  if  it  be  an  Israel- 
ite, though  in  the  wrong,  then.  Why  strive  you  f  We  see  of 
the  iundamental  points,  our  Saviour  penneth  the  league  thus. 
He  that  is  not  with  us,  is  against  us  ;  but  of  points  not  Ainda- 
mental,  thus.  He  that  is  not  against  us,  is  with  us*  So  we  see 
the  coat  of  our  Saviour  was  entire  without  seam,  and  so  is  the 
doctrine  of  the  Scriptures  in  itself;  but  the  garment  of  the 
Church  was  of  divers  colours,  and  yet  not  divided.  We  see  the 
chafi*  may  and  ought  to  be  severed  from  the  com  in  the  ear, 
but  the  tares  may  not  be  pulled  up  from  the  com  in  tiie  field : 
so  as  it  is  a  thing  of  great  use  well  to  define  what  and  of  what 
latitude  those  points  are,  which  do  make  men  merely  aliens 
and  disincorporate  from  the  Church  of  God.^ 

'  Of  thli  paragraph  agatn  the  aubstanoe  is  given  In  tiie  tnmalation,  though  In  a 
somewhat  different  order ;  and  a  sentence  is  added  to  the  following  effect :  If  any  one 
thinks  (he  says)  that  this  has  been  done  already,  let  him  consider  again  and  again 
how  far  it  has  been  done  with  sincerity  and  moderation.  In  the  mean  timt  he  who 
speaks  of  peace  Is  like  enough  to  receive  the  answer  which  Jehu  gave  to  the  mes- 
senger —  hit  peaee,  Jehu  9  What  hast  Utou  to  do  with  peace  9  GH  thee  behimd  me. 
For  it  is  not  peace  between  the  contending  opinions  that  most  men  have  at  heart,  but 
the  establishment  of  their  own  opinions  (cwn  noH  pax,  ted  partett  pkriaqme  conH 
eint^ 
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For  the  obtaining  of  the  information^  it  resteth  upon  the  true 
and  sound  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures^  which  are  the  foun- 
tains of  the  water  of  life.  The  interpretations  of  the  Scriptures ' 
are  of  two  sorts ;  methodical,  and  solute  or  at  large.  For  this 
divine  water,  which  ezcelleth  so  much  that  of  Jacob's  well,  is 
drawn  forth  much  in  the  same  kind  as  natural  water  useth  to 
be  out  of  wells  and  fountains ;  either  it  is  first  forced  up  into  a 
cistern,  and  from  thence  fetched  and  derived  for  use ;  or  else 
it  is  drawn  and  received  in  buckets  and  vessels  immediately 
where  it  springeth.  The  former  sort  whereof,  though  it  seem 
to  be  the  more  ready,  yet  in  my  judgment  is  more  subject  to 
corrupt^  This  is  that  method  which  hath  exhibited  unto  us 
the  scholastical  divinity ;  whereby  divinity  hath  been  reduced 
into  an  art,  as  into  a  cistern,  and  the  streams  of  doctrine  or  po- 
sitions fetched  and  derived  firom  thence. 

In  this  men  have  sought  three  things,  a  summary  brevity,  a 
compacted  strength,  and  a  complete  perfection ;  whereof  the 
two  first  they  fiiil  to  find,  and  the  last  they  ought  not  to  seek. 
For  as  to  brevity,  we  see  in  aU  summary  methods,  while  men 
purpose  to  abridge  they  give  cause  to  dilate.  For  the  sum 
or  abridgment  by  contraction  becometh  obscure,  the  obscurity 
requireth  exposition,  and  the  exposition  is  deduced  into  large 
commentaries,  or  into  common  places  and  titles,  which  grow  to 
be  more  vast  than  the  original  writings  whence  the  sum  was  at 
first  extracted.  So  we  see  the  volumes  of  the  schoolmen  are 
greater  much  than  the  first  writings  of  the  fathers,  whence  the 
Master  of  the  Sentences'  made  his  sum  or  collection.  So  in 
like  manner  the  volumes  of  the  modem  doctors  of  the  civil  law 
exceed  those  of  the  andent  jurisconsults,  of  which  Tribonian 
compiled  the  digest^     So  as  this  course  of  sums  and  commen- 

>  A  sentence  is  introdnced  here  in  the  translation,  to  say  that  he  speaks  only  of  the 
mtHcd  ot  interpretati(»,  not  of  the  authority :  the  ground  of  the  authority  bdng  the 
consent  of  the  Church. 

*  This  censore,  as  veil  as  the  remarks  upon  the  methodical  system  which  are  con* 
tained  hi  the  three  following  paragraphs,  are  omitted  hi  the  translation ;  probably  as 
involving  matter  which  would  not  have  been  allowed  at  Borne. 

*  Peter  the  Lombard,  Bishop  of  Paris,  wrote  a  Sum  of  Theology  hi  ftmr  books, 
entitled  '<  The  Sentences ;  **  and  according  to  the  taste  of  the  middle  ages  acquired  the 
title  of  **  Master  of  the  Sentences.**  Many  of  these  schoUutic  titles  are  curious. 
Thus  Thomas  Aquinas  is  Doctor  Angelicus ;  Buonaventura,  Doctor  Seraphlcus ;  Akz- 
ander  Hales,  Doctor  IrrefiragabiUs ;  Duns  Scotus,  Doctor  Subtilis ;  Baymund  Lully, 
Doctor  ninminatus ;    Roger  Bacon,  Doctor  BflrabUis ;  Occam,  Doctor  SbiguUris.  — 

*  Compare  with  this  remark  that  of  BCaphsus  Veglus  —  <*  Ezistlmabas,  ut  opinor/' 
-->he  is  apostrophising  TribonUn  —  "  plurimum  conducere  utiliteti  stndentium,  si  quod 
antea  In  multitudhie  tractatuum  tardlus  effeceront  ooangustetls  postea  libris  dtius 
adsequi  poisant  .  .  .   Sed  longe  secus  ac  persuadebas  tiU  cessit     Quis  namque 
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taries  is  that  which  doth  infallibly  make  the  body  of  sciences 
more  immense  in  quantity,  and  more  base  in  substance. 

And  for  strength,  it  is  true  that  knowledges  reduced  into 
exact  methods  have  a  shew  of  strength,  in  that  each  part 
seemeth  to  support  and  sustain  the  other;  but  this  is  more 
satisfiu^tory  than  substantial ;  like  unto  buildings  which  stand 
by  architecture  and  compaction,  which  are  more  subject  to  ruin 
than  those  which  are  built  more  strong  in  their  several  parts, 
though  less  compacted.  But  it  is  plain  that  the  more  yon 
recede  from  your  grounds  the  weaker  do  you  conclude ;  and 
as  in  nature  the  more  you  remove  yourself  from  particulars  the 
greater  peril  of  error  you  do  incur,  so  much  more  in  divinity 
the  more  you  recede  from  the  Scriptures  by  inferences  and 
consequences,  the  more  weak  and  dilute  are  your  positions. 

And  as  for  perfection  or  completeness  in  divinity,  it  is  not 
to  be  sought;  which  makes  this  course  of  artificial  divinity  the 
more  suspect.  For  he  that  will  reduce  a  knowledge  into  an 
art,  will  make  it  round  and  uniform :  but  in  divinity  many 
things  must  be  left  abrupt  and  concluded  with  this :  O  aUitudo 
sapientuB  et  scientia  Dei  I  quam  ineomprehennbtUa  sunt  Judicia 
efuSf  et  nan  investigabiles  via  efus  I  [O  the  depth  of  the  wisdom 
and  knowledge  of  Grod  I  How  incomprehensible  are  his  judg- 
ments, and  his  ways  past  finding  out !]  So  again  the  apostle 
suth.  Ex  parte  scimus,  [we  know  in  part,]  and  to  have  the 
form  of  a  total  where  there  is  but  matter  for  a  part,  cannot  be 
without  supplies  by  supposition  and  presumption.  And  there- 
fore I  conclude,  that  the  true  use  of  these  Sums  and  Methods 
hath  place  in  institutions  or  introductions  preparatory  unto 
knowledge;  but  in  them,  or  by  deducement  from  them,  to 
handle  the  main  body  and  substance  of  a  knowledge,  is  in  all 
sciences  prejudicial,  and  in  divinity  dangerous. 

As  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures  solute  and  at 
lai*ge,  there  have  been  divers  kinds  introduced  and  devised; 
some  of  them  rather  curious  and  unsafe,  than  sober  and 
warranted.  Notwithstanding  thus  much  must  be  confessed, 
that  the  Scriptures,  being  given  by  inspiration  and  not  by 
human  reason,  do  differ  from  all  other  books  in  the  author; 
which  by  consequence  doth  draw  on  some  difference  to  be 

nesciat  iDflnitas  et  nonnunqiuun  ioeptas  vanasque  interpretationes  quibus  nulla  fere 
lex  exempta  est  ?  "  See  MaptaaMU  Vegtus  de  Verboram  slgnlflcatlooe,  xiv.  77n  apud 
Savlgnyi  History  of  Roman  Lav  in  the  Middle  Ages,  ch.  69.  ^B.L,£. 


THE  SECOND  BOOK.  485 

used  by  the  expositor.  For  the  inditer  of  them  did  know  four 
things  which  no  man  attains  to  know;  which  are,  the  mysteries 
of  the  kingdom  of  glory ;  the  perfection  of  the  laws  of  nature ; 
the  secrets  of  the  heart  of  man ;  and  the  future  succession  of 
all  ages.^  For  as  to  the  first,  it  is  sud.  He  that  presseth  into 
the  liffhty  shall  be  oppressed  of  the  glory :  and  again.  No  man 
shall  see  my  face  and  live.  To  the  second,  fVhen  he  prepared 
the  heavens  I  was  present,  when  by  law  and  compass  he  inclosed 
the  deep.  To  the  third,  Neitlier  was  it  needful  that  any  should 
bear  untness  to  him  of  Man,  for  he  hnew  well  what  was  in  Man. 
And  to  the  last.  From  the  beginning  are  hnown  to  the  Lord  all 
his  works. 

From  the  former  two '  of  these  have  been  drawn  certain 
senses  and  expositions  of  Scriptures,  which  had  need  be  con- 
tained within  the  bounds  of  sobriety ;  the  one  anagogical,  and 
the  other  philosophicaL  But  as  to  the  former,  man  is  not  to 
prevent  his  lime :  Vtdemus  nunc  per  speculum  in  (Bnigmate,  tune 
autem  facie  ad  faciem :  [now  we  see  through  a  glass  darkly, 
but  then  face  to  face :]  wherein  nevertheless  there  seemeth 
to  be  a  liberty  granted,  as  far  forth  as  the  polishing  of  this 
glass,  or  some  moderate  explication  of  this  enigma.  But  to 
press  too  far  into  it,  cannot  but  cause  a  dissolution  and  over- 
throw of  the  spirit  of  man.  For  in  the  body  there  are  three 
degrees  of  that  we  receive  into  it;  Aliment,  Medicine,  and 
Poison ;  whereof  aliment  is  tiiat  which  the  nature  of  man  can 
perfectly  alter  and  overcome :  medicine  is  that  which  is  partiy 
converted  by  nature,  and  partiy  converteth  nature ;  and  poison 
is  that  which  worketh  wholly  upon  nature,  without  that  that 
nature  can  in  any  part  work  upon  it.  So  in  the  mind  whatso- 
ever knowledge  reason  cannot  at  all  work  upon  and  convert,  is 
a  mere  intoxication,  and  endangereth  a  dissolution  of  the  mind 
and  understanding. 

But  for  tiie  latter S  it  hatii  been  extremely  set  on  foot  of 

*  Of  these  four  things  he  mentions  In  the  transUitlon  only  the  two  last ;  Introducing 
the  mention  of  them  in  the  next  paragraph  but  three,  and  in  the  mean  time  omitting 
altogether  both  this  and  the  foUowlog  paragraph. 

*  {,€.  from  the  intimations  in  the  Scriptures  concerning  the  Kingdom  of  Glory 
and  the  Laws  of  Nature.  Edd.  1 629  and  1633  have  **  from  the  former  of  these  two ; " 
obviously  a  misprint,  though  adopted  in  all  modern  editions. 

*  i.  e.  the  philoioj^ieal  exposition.  The  **  former,**  t.  e.  the  omagogical  exposition, 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  translation ;  which  only  says  that  the  method  of  interpretation 
sotttte  and  at  Urge  has  been  carried  to  excess  in  two  ways ;  flrst  in  supposing  such 
perfection  in  the  Scriptures  that  all  philosophy  is  to  be  sought  there,  secondly  in  in- 
terpreting them  in  the  same  manner  as  one  would  interprtt  an  onin^lred  book.  The 
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late  time  by  the  school  of  Paracelsas^  and  some  otbeis,  that 
have  pretended  to  find  the  truth  of  all  natural  philosophy  in 
the  Scriptures ;  scandalizing  and  traducing  all  other  philosophy 
as  heathenish  and  profane.  But  there  is  no  such  enmity 
between  God's  word  and  his  works.  Neither  do  they  ^ve 
honour  to  the  Scriptures,  as  they  suppose,  but  much  imbase  them. 
For  to  seek  heaven  and  earth  in  the  word  of  God,  whereof  it  is 
said.  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass,  hut  my  ward  shall  not  pass,  is 
to  seek  temporary  things  amongst  eternal:  and  as  to  seek 
divinity  in  philosophy  is  to  seek  the  living  amongst  the  dead, 
so  to  seek  philosophy  in  divinity  is  to  seek  the  dead  amongst 
the  living  ^ :  neither  are  the  pots  or  lavers  whose  place  was  in 
the  outward  part  of  the  temple  to  be  sought  in  the  holiest 
place  of  all,  where  the  ark  of  the  testimony  was  seated.  And 
again,  the  scope  or  purpose  of  the  Spirit  of  Gk)d  is  not  to 
express  matters  of  nature  in  the  Scriptures,  otherwise  than  in 
passage,  and  for  application  to  man's  capacity  and  to  matters 
moral  or  divine.  And  it  is  a  true  rule,  Authoris  aliud  agentis 
parva  authoritas  ;  [what  a  man  says  incidentally  about  matters 
which  are  not  in  question  has  little  authority ;]  for  it  were 
a  strange  conclusion,  if  a  man  should  use  a  similitude  for  orna- 
ment or  illustration  sake,  borrowed  from  nature  or  history 
according  to  vulgar  conceit,  as  of  a  Basilisk,  an  Unicom,  a 
Centaur,  a  Briareus,  an  Hydra,  or  the  like,  that  therefore  he 
must  needs  be  thought  to  affirm  the  matter  thereof  positively 
to  be  true.  To  conclude  therefore,  these  two  interpretations, 
the  one  by  reduction  or  ffinigmalacal,  the  other  philosophical  or 
physical,  which  have  been  received  and  pursued  in  imitation  of 
the  rabbins  and  cabalists,  are  to  be  confined  with  a  NoU  altum 
sapere,  sed  time,  [be  not  overwise,  but  fear.] 

But  the  two  later  points,  known  to  God  and  unknown  to 
man,  touching  the  secrets  of  the  heart,  and  the  successions  of  time, 
doth  make  a  just  and  sound  difference  between  the  manner 
of  the  exposition  of  the  Scriptures,  and  all  other  books.  For 
it  is  an  excellent  observation  which  hath  been  made  upon  the 
answers  of  our  Saviour  Christ  to  many  of  the  questions  which 
were  propounded  to  him,  how  that  they  are  impertinent  to  the 


remarks  on  the  first  of  these  excesses  coincide  with  the  first  half  of  this  pangiaph  (the . 
rest  being  omitted),  those  on  the  second  with  the  next  paragraph. 
>  The  rest  of  this  paragraph  is  omitted  in  the  translation. 
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state  of  the  question  demanded ;  the  reason  whereof  is,  be- 
cause not  being  like  man,  which  knows  man's  thoughts  by  his 
words,  but  knowing  man's  thoughts  immediately,  he  never 
answered  their  words,  but  their  thoughts  ^ :  much  in  the  like 
manner  it  is  with  the  Scriptures,  which  being  written  to  the 
thoughts  of  men,  and  to  the  succession  of  all  ages,  with  a  fore- 
sight of  all  heresies,  contradictions,  differing  estates  of  the 
church,  yea  and  particularly  of  the  elect,  are  not  to  be  inter- 
preted only  according  to  the  latitude  of  the  proper  sense  of  the 
place,  and  respectively  towa  Js  that  present  occasion  where- 
upon the  words  were  uttered ;  or  in  precise  congruity  or  con- 
texture with  the  words  before  or  after ;  or  in  contemplation  of 
the  principal  scope  of  the  place ;  but  have  in  themselves,  not 
only  totally  or  collectively,  but  distributively  in  clauses  and 
words,  infinite  springs  and  streams  of  doctrine  to  water  the 
church  in  every  part  ^ ;  and  therefore  as  the  literal  sense  is  as 
it  were  the  main  stream  or  river ;  so  the  moral  sense  chiefly, 
and  sometimes  the  allegorical  or  typical,  are  they  whereof  the 
church  hath  most  use :  not  that  I  wish  men  to  be  bold  in  alle- 
gories, or  indulgent  or  light  in  allusions ;  but  that  I  do  much 
condemn  that  interpretation  of  the  Scripture  which  is  only 
after  the  manner  as  men  use  to  interpret  a  profane  book. 

In  this  part  touching  the  exposition  of .  the  Scriptures,  I 
can  report  no  deficience;  but  by  way  of  remembrance  this 
I  will  add :  In  perusing  books  of  divinity,  I  find  many'  books 
of  controversies ;  and  many  of  common  places  and  treatises  ^ ; 
a  mass  of  positive  divinity,  as  it  is  made  an  art;  a  number  of 
sermons  and  lectures,  and  many  prolix  commentaries  upon  the 
Scriptures,  with  harmonies  and  concordances :  but  that  form 
of  writing  in  divinity,  which  in  my  judgment  is  of  all  others 
most  rich  and  precious,  is  positive  divinity  collected  upon 
particular  texts  of  Scriptures  in  brief  observations ;  not  dilated 
into  common  places,  not  chasing  after  controversies,  not  re- 
duced into  method  of  art ;  a  thing  abounding  in  sermons,  which 
will  vanish,  but  defective  in  books,  which  will  remain ;  and  a 
thing  wherein  this  age  excelleth*     For  I  am  persuaded,  and 

*  AimI  also  (the  traoslatlon  adds)  becaiue  he  addressed  himself  not  solely  to  those 
pKSeDt,  but  to  men  of  all  times  and  places  to  whom  the  gospel  was  to  be  preached. 

*  The  lest  of  the  paragraph  Is  omitted  In  the  translatkm. 

*  In  the  translation  he  says  too  many, 

*  also  ^  cases  of  conscience  *  —  ^hich  he  especially  commends  farther  on,  in  a  pas- 
sage not  translated. 
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I  may  speak  it  with  an  Absit  inoidia  verbo,  [meaning  no 
offence,]  and  no  ways  in  derogation  of  antiquity,  but  as  in  a 
good  emulation  between  the  vine  and  the  olive,  that  if  the 
choice  and  best  of  those  observations  upon  texts  of  Scriptures 
which  have  been  made  dispersedly  in  sermons  within  this  your 
Majesty's  island^  of  Britain  by  Ae  space  of  these  forty  years 
BmumoHoneM  ^'^^  morc  (Icaviug  out  the  largeness  of  exhortations 
i^dSSZ^  and  applications  thereupon)  had  been  set  down  in  a 
posuiwu,  continuance,  it  had  been  the  best  work  in  divinity 
which  had  been  written  since  the  apostles'  times.' 

The  matter  informed  by  divinity  is  of  two  kinds ;  matter  of 
belief  and  truth  of  opinion,  and  matter  of  service  and  adoration; 
which  is  also  judged  und  directed  by  the  former;  the  one  being 
as  the  intenud  soul  of  religion,  and  the  other  as  the  external 
body  thereof.  And  therefore  the  heathen  religion  was  not  only 
a  worship  of  idols,  but  the  whole  religion  was  an  idol  in  itself; 
for  it  had  no  soul,  that  is,  no  certainty  of  belief  or  confession ; 
as  a  man  may  well  think,  conudering  the  chief  doctors  of  their 
church  were  the  poets;  and  the  reason  was,  because  the  heathen 
gods  were  no  jealous  gods,  but  were  glad  to  be  admitted  into 
part,  as  they  had  reason.  Neither  did  they  respect  the  pure- 
ness  of  heart,  so  they  nught  have  external  honour  and  rites. 

But  out  of  these  two  do  result  and  issue  four  main  branches 
of  divinity ;  Faith,  Manners,  Liturgy,  and  Grovemment.  Faith 
containeth  the  doctrine  of  the  nature  of  God,  of  the  attributes 
of  God,  and  of  the  works  of  God.  The  nature  of  God  consisteth 
of  three  persons  in  unity  of  Godhead.  The  attributes  of  God 
are  either  common  to  the  Deity,  or  respective  to  the  persons. 
The  works  of  God  summary  are  two,  that  of  the  Creation,  and 
that  of  the  Redemption ;  and  both  these  works,  as  in  total  they 
appertain  to  the  unity  of  the  Godhead,  so  in  their  parts  they 
refer  to  the  three  persons:  that  of  the  Creation,  in  the  mass  of 
the  matter  to  the  Father;  in  the  disposition  of  the  form  to  the 

>  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.     The  original  has  ilandt, 

*  This  last  sentence  is  omitted  in  the  translation,  —  no  doubt  as  being  inadmissible 
at  Rome.  But  in  its  place  is  introduced  one  of  Bacon's  happiest  illustrations,  and  one 
which  is  not,  I  think,  to  be  found  anywhere  in  his  own  English.  •*  Certainly  (he 
says)  as  we  find  it  in  wines,  that  those  which  flow  ft-eely  from  the  first  treading  of  the 
grape  are  sweeter  than  those  which  are  squeesed  out  by  the  wine-press,  because  the 
latter  taste  soinewhat  of  the  stone  and  the  rind ;  so  are  those  doctrines  most  whole- 
some and  sweet  which  oose  out  of  the  Scriptures  when  gently  crushed,  and  are  not 
forced  into  controversies  and  common  places." 

The  next  six  paragraphs  are  entirely  omitted,  —  as  belonging  to  that  part  of  the 
suldect  with  which  he  has  professed  in  the  beginning  that  he  wiU  not  meddle. 
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Son ;  and  in  the  continuance  and  conscrrataon  of  the  being  to 
the  Holy  Spirit :  so  that  of  the  Redemption,  in  the  election  and 
counsel  to  the  Father ;  in  the  whole  act  and  consummation  to 
the  Son ;  and  in  the  application  to  the  Holy  Spirit ;  for  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  Christ  conceiyed  in  flesh,  and  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  are  the  elect  regenerate  in  spirit  This  work  likewise 
we  consider  either  effectually  in  the  elect;  or  privatively  ^  in 
the  reprobate ;  or  according  to  appearance  in  the  visible  church. 

For  Manners,  the  doctrine  thereof  is  contained  in  the  law, 
which  discloseth  sin.  The  law  itself  is  divided,  according  to 
the  edition  thereof,  into  the  law  of  Nature,  the  law  Moral,  and 
the  law  Positive ;  and  according  to  the  style,  into  Negative  and 
Affirmative,  Prohibitions  and  Commandments.  Sin,  in  the 
matter  and  subject  thereof,  is  divided  according  to  the  com- 
mandments; in  tiie  form  thereof,  it  referreth  to  tiie  tiiree  per- 
sons in  Deity :  sins  of  Infirmity  against  the  Father,  whose  more 
special  attribute  is  Power;  sins  of  Ignorance  against  the  Son, 
whose  attribute  is  Wisdom ;  and  sins  of  Malice  against  the 
Holy  Ghost,  whose  attribute  is  Grace  or  Love.  In  the  motions 
of  it,  it  either  movefh  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left;  either 
to  blind  devotion,  or  to  profane  and  libertine  transgression; 
either  in  imposing  restraint  where  God  granteth  liberty,  or  in 
taking  liberty  where  God  imposeth  restraint.  In  the  degrees 
and  progress  of  it,  it  divideth  itself  into  thought,  word,  or  act. 
And  in  this  part  I  commend  much  the  deducing  of  the  law  of 
God  to  cases  of  conscience;  for  that  I  take  indeed  to  be  a 
breaking,  and  not  exhibiting  whole,  of  the  bread  of  life.  But 
tiiat  which  quickenetii  botii  tiiese  doctrines  of  faith  and  man- 
ners, is  tiie  elevation  and  consent  of  the  heart;  whereunto 
appertain  books  of  exhortation,  holy  meditation.  Christian  re- 
solution, and  the  like. 

For  the  Liturgy  or  service,  it  consistetii  of  the  reciprocal 
acts  between  God  and  man ;  which,  on  the  part  of  God,  are  the 
preaching  of  tiie  word  and  the  sacraments,  which  are  seals  to 
the  covenant,  or  as  the  visible  word;  and  on  the  part  of  man*, 
invocation  of  the  name  of  God,  and  under  tiie  law,  sacrifices^ 
which  were  as  visible  prayers  or  confessions:  but  now  the 
adoration  being  in  spiritu  et  veritate,  [in  spirit  and  in  truth,] 
there  remaineth  only  vUuli  labiorum,  [offerings  of  the  lips;] 

■  The  origiDal,  and  also  edd.  1 6S9  and  1633,  have  pnwUtfy. 
*  So  edd.  1629  and  1633.    The  original  has  moim. 
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although  the  une  of  holy  vows  of  tfaankfiilxieBS  and  retribatioH 
may  be  accounted  also  as  sealed  petitions. 

And  for  the  Groyemment  of  the  church,  it  consisteth  of  the 
patrimony  of  the  church,  the  franchises  of  the  church,  and  the 
offices  and  jurisdictions  of  the  church,  and  the  laws  of  the 
church  directing  the  whole ;  all  which  have  two  considerations, 
the  one  in  themsdyes,  the  other  how  they  stand  compatible  and 
agreeable  to  the  ciyil  estate. 

This  matter  of  divinity  is  handled  either  in  form  of  instruc- 
tion of  truth,  or  in  form  of  confutation  of  falsehood.  The  de- 
clinations from  religion,  besides  the  privative  ^  which  is  atiieinn 
and  the  branches  thereof,  are  three;  Heresies,  Idolatry,  and 
Witchcraft ;  Heresies,  when  we  serve  the  true  Ood  with  a  false 
worship ;  IdoUtry,  when  we  worship  false  gods,  supposing  tiiem 
to  be  true ;  and  Witchcraft,  when  we  adore  false  gods,  know- 
ing them  to  be  wicked  and  false.  For  so  your  Majesty  doth 
excellently  well  observe,  that  Witchcraft  is  the  height  of  Ido- 
latry. And  yet  we  see  though  these  be  true  degrees,  Samuel 
teacheth  us  that  they  are  all  of  a  nature,  when  there  is  once 
a  receding  from  the  word  of  God;  for  sohesaith,  Quasi  pee- 
catum  ariolandi  est  repuffnare,  et  quasi  seelus  idololatria  nolle 
acquiescere;  [rebellion  is  as  the  sin  of  Witchcraft,  and  Stub- 
bornness as  the  crime  of  Idolatry]. 

These  things  I  have  passed  over  so  briefly  because  I  can  re- 
port, no  deficience  concerning  them :  for  I  can  find  no  space  or 
ground  that  lieth  vacant  and  unsown  in  the  matter  of  divinity ; 
so  diligent  have  men  been,  either  in  sowing  of  good  seed  or  in 
sowing  of  tares. 

Thus  have  I  made  as  it  were  a  small  Globe  of  the  Intel- 
lectual World,  as  truly  and  faithfully  as  I  could  discover ;  with 
a  note  and  description  of  those  parts  which  seem  to  me  not  con- 
stantiy  occupate,  or  not  well  converted  by  the  labour  of  nuuu 
In  which,  if  I  have  in  any  point  receded  from  tiiat  which  is 
commonly  received,  it  hath  been  with  a  purpose  of  proceeding 
in  meliusy  and  not  in  aliud;  a  mind  of  amendment  and  pro- 
ficience,  and  not  of  change  and  difference.  For  I  could  not  be 
true  and  constant  to  the  argument  I  handle,  if  I  were  not 
willing  to  go  beyond  others ;  but  yet  not  more  willing  than  to 
have  others  go  beyond  me  again :  which  may  the  better  appear 

>  So  edd.  1629  and  1638.     Th«  original  has  jnimUht. 
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by  this^  that  I  have  propounded  my  opinions  naked  andun* 
armed,  not  seeking  to  preoccupate  the  liberty  of  men's  judg- 
ments by  confutations.  For  in  any  thing  which  is  well  set 
down,  I  am  in  good  hope  that  if  the  first  reading  move  an  ob- 
jection, the  second  reading  will  make  an  answer.  And  in  those 
things  wherein  I  have  erred,  I  am  sure  I  haye  not  prejudiced 
the  right  by  litigious  arguments;  which  certainly  haye  this 
contrary  effect  and  operation,  that  they  add  authority  to  error, 
and  destroy  the  authority  of  that  which  is  well  inyented :  for 
question  is  an  honour  and  preferment  to  fabehood,  as  on  the 
other  side  it  is  a  repulse  to  truth.  But  the  errors  I  claim  and 
challenge  to  myself  as  mine  own.  The  good,  if  any  be,  is  due 
tanquam  adeps  sacrificii,  [as  the  fat  of  the  sacrifice,]  to  be  in- 
censed to  the  honour,  first  of  the  Diyine  Majesty,  and  next  of 
your  Majesty,  to  whom  on  earth  I  am  most  bounden. 
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PREFACE. 


The  following  fragment  was  first  printed  in  Stephens's  second 
collection  (1734),  from  a  manuscript  belonging  to  Lord  Oxford, 
which  is  now  in  the  British  Museum  (Harl.  MSS.  6797.  fo.  139.) 
As  far  as  it  goes,  it  agrees  so  nearly  with  the  Cogitata  et  Visa 
that  either  might  be  taken  for  a  free  translation  of  the  other, 
with  a  few  additions  and  omissions.  But  I  think  the  English 
was  written  first ;  probably  at  the  time  when  the  idea  first 
occurred  to  Bacon  of  drawing  attention  to  his  doctrine  by 
exhibiting  a  specimen  of  the  process  and  the  result  in  one  or 
two  particular  cases.  The  Cogitata  et  Visa  professes  to  be 
merely  a  preface  framed  to  prepare  the  way  for  an  example  of 
a  legitimate  philosophical  investigation  proceeding  regularly  by 
Tables.  Such  an  example,  or  at  least  the  plan  and  skeleton 
of  it,  will  be  found  further  on,  with  the  title  Filum  Labyrinthiy 
sive  Ingvisitio  legitima  de  Motu  ;  and  the  title  prefixed  to  this 
fragment  is  most  easily  explained  by  supposing  that  a  specimen 
of  an  Inquisitio  legitima  was  meant  to  be  included  in  it. 

It  is  here  printed  from  the  original  MS.  which  is  a  fair  copy 
in  the  hand  of  one  of  Bacon's  servants^  carefully  corrected  in 
his  own. 

J.  S. 
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AD  FILIOS.* 


PABS  PBIMA. 


1.  Francis  Bacon  thought  in  this  manner.  The  knowledge 
whereof  the  world  is  now  possessed,  especially  that  of  nature, 
extendeth  not  to  magnitude  and  certainty  of  works.  The 
Physician  pronounceth  many  diseases  incurable,  and  iaileth  oft 
in  the  rest.  The  Alchemists  wax  old  and  die  in  hopes.  The 
Magicians  perform  nothing  that  Is  permanent  and  profitable. 
The  Mechanics  take  small  light  from  natural  philosophy,  and 
do  but  spin  on  their  own  little  threads.  Chance  sometimes 
discovereth  inventions ;  but  that  worketh  not  in  years,  but  ages. 
So  he  saw  well,  that  the  inventions  known  are  very  unperfect ; 
and  that  new  are  not  like  to  be  brought  to  light  but  in  great 
length  of  time ;  and  that  those  which  are,  came  not  to  light  by 
philosophy. 

2.  He  thought  also  this  state  of  knowledge  was  the  worse, 
because  men  strive  (against  themselves)  to  save  the  credit  of 
ignorance,  and  to  satisfy  themselves  in  this  poverty.  For  the 
Physician,  besides  his  cauteles  of  practice,  hath  this  general 
cautele  of  art,  that  he  dischargeth  the  weakness  of  his  art  upon 
supposed  impossibilities:  neither  can  his  art  be  condemned, 
when  itself  judgeth.  That  philosophy  also,  out  of  which  the 
knowledge  of  physic,  which  now  is  in  use,  is  hewed,  receiveth 
certain  positions  and  opinions,  which  (if  they  be  well  weighed) 
induee  this  persuasion,  that  no  great  works  are  to  be  expected 
from  art,  and  the  hand  of  man  ;  as  in  particular  that  opinion, 
that  the  heat  of  the  sun  and  fire  differ  in  kind;  and  that  other, 
that  Composition  is  the  work  ofman^  and  Mixture  is  tite  work  of 

*  This  is  written  at  the  top  of  the  page,  in  the  left-hand  corner,  in  Bacon's  hand. 
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nature y  and  the  like;  all  tending  to  the  circumscription  of 
man's  power,  and  to  artificial  despair ;  killing  in  men,  not  only 
the  comfort  of  ^  imagination,  but  the  industry  of  trial;  only 
upon  vain  glory  to  have  their  art  thought  perfect,  and  that 
all  is  impossible  that  is  not  already  found.  The  Alchemist  dis- 
chargeth  his  art  upon  his  own  errors,  either  supposing  a  mis- 
understanding of  the  words  of  his  authors,  which  maketh  him 
listen  after  auricular  traditions ;  or  else  a  failing  in  the  true 
proportions  and  scruples  of  practice,  which  maketh  him  renew 
infinitely  his  trials;  and  finding  also  that  he  lighteth^upon 
some  mean  experiments  and  conclusions  by  the  way,  feedeth 
upon  them,  and  magnifieth  them  to  the  most,  and  supplieth 
the  rest  in  hopes.  The  Magician,  when  he  findeth  something 
(as  he  conceiveth)  above  nature  effected,  thinketh,  when  a 
breach  is  once  made  in  nature,  that  it  is  all  one  to  perform 
great  things  and  small ;  not  seeing  that  they  are  but  subjects 
of  a  certain  kind,  wherein  magic  and  superstition  hath  played 
in  all  times.  The  Mechanical  person,  if  he  can  refine  an  in- 
vention, or  put  two  or  three  observations  or  practices  together 
in  one,  or  couple  things  better  with  their  use,  or  make  the 
work  in  less  or  greater  volume,  taketh  himself  for  an  inventor. 
So  he  saw  well,  that  men  either  persuade  themselves  of  new 
inventions  as  of  impossibilities ;  or  else  think  they  are  already 
extant,  but  in  secret  and  in  few  hands ;  or  that  they  account 
of  those  little  industries  and  additions,  as  of  inventions :  all 
which  tumeth  to  the  averting  of  their  minds  from  any  just  and 
constant  labour  to  invent  further  in  any  quantity. 

3.  He  thought  also,  when  men  did  set  before  themselves  the 
variety  and  perfection  of  works  produced  by  mechanical  arts, 
they  are  apt  rather  to  admire  the  provisions  of  man,  than  to 
apprehend  his  wants ;  not  considering,  that  the  original  inven- 
tions and  conclusions  of  nature  which  are  the  life  of  all  that 
variety,  are  not  many  nor  deeply  fetched ;  and  that  the  rest  is 
but  the  subtile  and  ruled  motion  of  the  instrument  and  hand ; 
and  that  the  shop  therein  is  not  unlike  the  library,  which  in 
such  number  of  books  containeth  (for  the  far  greater  part) 
nothing  but  iterations^  varied  sometimes  in  form,  but  not  new 
in  substance.  So  he  saw  plainly,  that  opinion  of  store  was  a 
cause  of  want ;  and  that  botii  works  and  doctrines  appear  many 
and  are  few. 

«  of  i$  omitted  in  the  MS. 
VOL.  III.  K  K 
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4.  He  tiiotight  also^  that  knowledge  is  uttered  to  men^  m  a 
fonn  as  if  eveiy  thing  were  finished ;  for  it  is  reduced  into 
arts  and  methods,  which  in  their  divisions  do  seem  to  include 
all  that  may  be.  And  how  weakly  soever  the  parts  are  filled, 
yet  they  carry  the  shew  and  reason  of  a  total ;  and  thereby  the 
writings  of  some  received  authors  go  for  the  very  art :  whereas 
antiquity  used  to  deliver  the  knowledge  which  the  mind  of  man 
had  gathered,  in  observations,  aphorisms,  or  short  and  dis- 
persed sentences,  or  small  tractates  of  some  parts  that  they  had 
diligently  meditated  and  laboured ;  which  did  invite  men,  both 
to  ponder  that  which  was  invented,  and  to  add  and  supfdy 
further.  Bui  now  sciences  are  delivered  to  be  believed  and 
accepted,  and  not  to  be  examined  and  further  discovered ;  and 
the  succession  is  between  master  and  disciple,  and  not  between 
inventor  and  continuer  or  advancer:  and  therefore  sciences 
stand  at  a  stay,  and  have  done  for  many  ages,  and  that  which 
is  positive  is  fixed,  and  that  which  is  question  is  kept  question, 
so  as  the  columns  of  no  further  proceeding  are  pitched.  And' 
therefore  he  saw  plainly,  men  had  cut  themselves  off  from  fur- 
ther invention ;  and  that  it  is  no  marvel  that  that  is  not  ob- 
tained, which  hath  not  been  attempted,  but  rather  shut  out  and 
debarred. 

5.  He  thought  also,  that  knowledge  is  almost  generally 
sought  either  for  delight  and  satis£su^tion,  or  for  gain  and  pro- 
fession, or  for  credit  and  ornament,  and  that  every  of  these  are 
as  Atalanta's  balls,  which  hinder  the  race  of  invention.  For 
men  are  so  far  in  these  courses  from  seeking  to  increase  the 
mass  of  knowledge,  as  of  that  mass  which  is  they  will  take  no 
more  than  will  serve  their  turn :  and  if  any  one  amongst  so 
many  seeketh  knowledge  for  itself,  yet  he  rather  seeketh  to 
know  the  variety  of  things,  than  to  discern  of  the  truth  and 
causes  of  them ;  and  if  his  inquisition  be  yet  more  severe,  yet 
it  tendeth  rather  to  judgment  than  to  invention ;  and  rather 
to  discover  truth  in  controversy,  than  new  matter ;  and  if  his 
heart  be  so  large  as  he  propoundeth  to  himself  further  discovery 
or  invention,  yet  it  is  rather  of  new  discourse  and  speculation 
of  causes,  than  of  effects  and  operations :  and  as  for  those 
that  have  so  much  in  their  mouths,  action  and  use  and  prac- 
tice and  the  referring  <if  sciences  thereunto,  they  mean  it  of 
application  of  that  which  is  known,  and  not  of  a  discovery  of 
that  which  is  unknown.     So  he  saw  plainly,  that  this  mark. 
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namely  invention  of  fiirther  means  to  endow  the  condition  and 
life  of  man  with  new  powers  or  works^  was  almost  never  yet 
set  up  and  resolved  in  man's  intention  and  inquiry. 

6.  He  thought  also^  that,  amongst  other  knowledges,  natural 
philosophy  hath  been  the  least  followed  and  laboured.  For 
since  the  Christian  faith^  the  greatest  number  of  wits  have  been 
employed,  and  the  greatest  helps  and  rewards  have  been  con- 
verted upon  divinity.  And  before  time  likewise,  the  greatest 
part  of  the  studies  of  philosophers  was  consumed  in  moral 
philosophy,  which  was  as  the  heathen  divinity.  And  in  both 
times  a  great  part  of  the  best  wits  betook  themselves  to  law, 
pleadings,  and  causes  of  estate ;  specially  in  the  time  of  the 
greatness  of  the  Romans,  who  by  reason  of  their  large  empire 
needed  the  service  of  all  their  able  men  for  civil  business. 
And  the  time  amongst  the  Grecians  in  which  natural  philo- 
sophy seemed  most  to  flourish,  was  but  a  short  space ;  and  that 
also  rather  abused  in  differing  sects  imd  conflicts  of  opinions, 
than  profitably  spent:  since  which  time,  natural  philosophy 
was  never  any  profession,  nor  never  possessed  any  whole  man, 
except  perchance  some  monk  in  a  doister,  or  some  gentleman 
in  the  country,  and  that  very  rarely ;  but  became  a  science  of 
passage,  to  season  a  little  young  and  unripe  wits,  and  to  serve 
for  an  introduction  to  other  arts,  specially  physic  and  the 
pracHcal  mathematics.  So  as  he  saw  plainly,  that  natural 
philosophy  hath  been  intended  by  few  persons,  and  in  them 
hath  occupied  the  least  part  of  iheir  time,  and  that  in  the 
weakest  of  their  age  and  judgment. 

7.  He  thought  also,  how  great  opposition  and  prejudice 
natural  philosophy  had  received  by  superstition,  and  the  im- 
moderate and  blind  zeal  of  religion ;  for  he  found  that  some  of 
the  Grecians  which  first  gave  the  reason  of  thunder,  had  been 
condemned  of  impiety ;  and  that  the  cosmographers  which  first 
discovered  and  described  the  roundness  of  the  earth,  and  the 
consequence  thereof  touching  the  Antipodes,  were  not  much 
otherwise  censured  by  the  ancient  fathers  of  the  Christian 
Church ;  and  that  the  case  is  now  much  worse,  in  regard  of  the 
boldness  of  the  schoolmen  and  their  dependances  in  the  monas- 
teries, who  having  made  divinity  into  an  art,  have  almost 
incorporated  the  contentious  philosophy  of  Aristotle  into  the 
l^y  of  Christian  religion.  And  generally  he  perceived  in  men 
of  devout  simplicity,  this  opinion,  that  the  secrets  of  nature 
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were  the  secrets  of  Grod  and  part  of  that  glory  whereinto  the 
mind  of  man  if  it  seek  to  press  shall  be  oppressed ;  and  that 
the  desire  in  men  to  attain  to  so  great  and  hidden  know- 
ledge, hath  a  resemblance  with  that  temptation  which  caused 
the  original  fall :  and  on  the  other  side  in  men  of  a  devout 
policy,  he  noted  an  inclination  to  have  the  people  depend  upon 
God  the  more,  when  they  are  less  acquainted  with  second 
causes ;  and  to  have  no  stirring  in  philosophy,  lest  it  may  lead 
to  an  innovation  in  divinity,  or  else  should  discover  matter  of 
further  contradiction  to  divinity.  But  in  this  part  resorting 
to  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures,  and  holy  examples,  and  to 
reason,  he  rested  not  satisfied  alone,  but  much  confirmed*  For 
first  he  considered  that  the  knowledge  of  nature,  by  the  light 
whereof  man  discerned  of  every  living  creature,  and  imposed 
names  according  to  their  propriety,  was  not  tiie  occasion  of  the 
fall ;  but  the  moral  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  affected  to  the 
end  to  depend  no  more  upon  God's  commandments,  but  for 
man  to  direct  himself;  neither  could  he  find  in  any  Scripture, 
that  the  inquiry  and  science  of  man  in  any  thing,  under  the 
mysteries  of  the  Deity,  is  determined  and  restrained^  but  con- 
trariwise allowed  and  provoked;  for  concerning  all  other 
knowledge  the  Scripture  pronounceth,  TTiat  it  is  the  glory  of 
God  to  conceal,  but  it  is  the  glory  of  man  (or  of  the  king,  for  the 
king  is  but  the  excellency  of  man)  to  invent;  and  again.  The 
spirit  of  man  is  as  the  lamp  of  God,  wherewith  he  searcheth  every 
secret;  and  agwi  most  efiectually.  That  God  hath  made  alt 
things  beautiful  and  decent,  according  to  the  return  of  their 
seasons  ;  also  that  he  hath  set  the  world  in  maris  heart,  and  yet 
man  cannot  find  out  the  work  which  God  workethfrom  the  ban- 
ning to  the  end ;  shewing  that  the  heart  of  man  is  a  continent  of 
that  concave  or  capacity,  wherein  the  content  of  the  world 
(that  is,  all  forms  of  the  creatures  and  whatsoever  is  not  God) 
may  be  placed  or  received ;  and  complaining  that  through  the 
variety  of  things  and  vicissitudes  of  times  (which  are  but 
impediments  and  not  impuissances)  man  cannot  accomplish  his 
invention.  In  precedent  also  he  set  before  his  eyes,  that  in 
those  few  memorials  before  the  flood,  the  Scripture  honoureth 
the  name  of  the  inventors  of  music  and  works  in  metal ;  that 
Moses  had  this  addition  of  praise,  that  he  was  seen  in  all  the 
learning  of  the  Egyptians;  that  Solomon ',  in  his  grant  of  wisdom 

*  So  spelt  in  Ma 
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from  God^  had  contfuned  as  a  branch  thereof,  ihat  knowledge 
whereby  he  wrote  a  natural  history  of  all  verdor,  from  the 
cedar  to  the  moss,  and  of  all  that  breatheth ;  that  the  book  of 
Job,  and  many  places  of  the  prophets,  have  great  aspersion  of 
natural  philosophy;  that  the  Church  in  the  bosom  and  lap 

I  thereof,  in  the  greatest  injuries  of  times,  ever  preserved  (as 
holy  relics)  the  books  of  philosophy  and  all  heathen  learning ; 
and  that  when  Gregory  the  bishop  of  Rome  became  adverse 
and  unjust  to  the  memory  of  heathen  antiquity,  it  was  censured 
for  pusillanimity  in  him,  and  the  honour  thereof  soon  after 

'  restored,  and  his  own  memory  almost  persecuted  by  his  succes* 
sor  Sabinian;  and  lastly  in  our  times  and  the  ages  of  our 
fathers,  when  Luther  and  the  divines  of  the  Protestant  Church 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  Jesuits  on  tiie  other,  have  enterprised 
to  reform,  the  one  the  doctrine,  the  other  the  discipline  and 
manners  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  he  saw  well  how  both  of  them 
have  awaked  to  their  great  honour  and  succour  all  human 
learning.  And  for  reason,  there  cannot  be  a  greater  and  more 
evident  than  this;  that  all  knowledge  and  specially  that  of 
natural  philosophy  tendeth  highly  to  the  magnifying  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  his  power,  providence,  and  benefits ;  appearing 
and  engraven  in  his  works,  which  without  this  knowledge  are 
beheld  but  as  through  a  veil ;  for  if  the  heavens  in  the  body  of 
them  do  declare  the  glory  of  God  to  the  eye,  much  more  do 
they  in  the  rule  and  decrees  of  them  declare  it  to  the  under- 
standing. And  another  reason  not  inferior  to  this  is,  that  the 
same  natural  philosophy  principally  amongst  all  other  human 
knowledge  doth  give  an  excellent  defence  against  both  ex- 
tremes of  religion,  superstition  and  infidelity  ;  for  both  it 
freeth  the  mind  from  a  number  of  weak  fancies  and  imagina- 
tions, and  it  raiseth  the  mind  to  acknowledge  that  to  God  all 
things  are  possible :  for  to  that  purpose  speaketh  our  Saviour 
in  that  first  canon  against  heresies  delivered  upon  the  case  of 
the  resurrection,  You  err,  not  knowing  the  Scriptures j  nor  the 
power  of  God;  teaching  that  there  are  but  two  fountains  of 
heresy,  not  knowing  the  will  of  God  revealed  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  not  knowing  the  power  of  God  revealed  or  at  least  made 
most  sensible  in  his  creatures.  So  as  he  saw  well,  that  natural 
philosophy  was  of  excellent  use  to  the  exaltation  of  the  Divine 
Majesty ;  and  that  which  is  admirable,  that  being  a  remedy  of 
superstition,  it  is  nevertheless  an  help  to  faith.     He  saw  like- 
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wise,  that  the  fonner  opimona  to  the  prejudice  thereof  had  no 
true  ground ;  but  must  spring  either  out  of  mere  ignorance,  or 
out  of  an  excess  of  devotion,  to  have  divinity  all  in  all,  whereas 
it  should  be  only  above  all  (both  which  states  of  mind  may  be 
best  pardoned) ;  or  else  out  of  worse  causes,  namely  out  of 
envy,  which  is  proud  weakness  and  deserveth  to  be  despised ; 
or  out  of  some  mixture  of  imposture,  to  tell  a  lie  for  Qod^s 
cause ;  or  out  of  an  impious  diffidence,  as  if  men  should  fear  to 
discover  some  things  in  nature  which  might  subvert  fiuih.  But 
still  he  saw  well,  howsoever  these  opinions  are  in  right  reason 
reproved,  yet  they  leave  not  to  be  most  effectual  hindrances  to 
natural  philosophy  and  invention. 

8.  He  thought  also,  that  there  wanted  not  great  contrariety 
to  the  further  discovery  of  sciences,  in  regard  of  the  orders  and 
customs  of  universities,  and  also  in  regard  of  common  opinion. 
For  in  universities  and  colleges  men's  studies  are  almost  con- 
fined to  certain  authors,  from  which  if  any  dissenteth  or  pro- 
poundeth  matter  of  redargution,  it  is  enough  to  make  him 
thought  a  person  turbulent;  whereas  if  it  be  well  advised,  there 
is  a  great  difference  to  be  made  between  matters  contemplative 
and  active.  For  in  government  change  is  suspected,  though  to 
the  better ;  but  it  is  natural  to  arts  to  be  in  perpetual  agitation 
and  growth ;  neither  is  the  danger  alike  of  new  light,  and  of 
new  motion  or  remove.  And  for  vulgar  and  received  opinions, 
nothing  is  more  Usual  nor  more  usually  complained  of,  than 
that  it  is  imposed  ^  for  arrogancy  and  presumption  for  men  to 
authorise  themselves  against  antiquity  and  authors,  towards 
whom  envy  is  ceased,  and  reverence  by  time  amortised ;  it  not 
being  considered  what  Aristotle  himself  did  (upon  whom  the 
philosophy  that  now  is  chiefly  dependeth) ;  who  came  with  a 
professed  contradiction  to  all  the  world,  and  did  put  all  his 
opinions  upon  his  own  authority  and  argument,  and  never  so 
much  as  nameth  an  author  but  to  confute  and  reprove  him ; 
and  yet  his  success  well  fulfilled  the  observation  of  Him  that 
said.  If  a  man  come  in  his  oion  name,  him  loill  yon  receive. 
Men  think  likewise,  that  if  they  should  give  themselves  to  the 
liberty  of  invention  and  travail  of  inquiry,  that  they  shall  light 
again  upon  some  conceits  and  contemplations  which  have  been 
formerly  offered  to  the  world,  and  have  been  put  down  by 
better,  which  have  prevailed  and  brought  them  to  oblivion ;  not 

>  So  MS. :  a  miscopjr,  I  suspect,  for  imputed. 


PILUM  LABTRINTHi  503 

seeing  that  howsoever  the  property  and  breeding  of  know- 
ledges is  in  great  and  excellent  wits,  yet  the  estimation  and 
price  of  them  is  in  the  multitude,  or  in  the  inclinations  of 
princes  and  great  persons  meanly  learned.  So  as  those  know- 
ledges are  like  to  be  received  and  honoured,  which  have  tiieir 
foundation  in  the  subtility  or  finest  trial  of  common  sense,  or 
such  as  fill  the  imagination;  and  not  such  knowledge  as  is 
digged  out  of  the  hard  mine  of  history  and  experience,  and 
fidleth  out  to  be  in  some  points  as  adverse  to  common  sense  or 
popular  reason,  as  religion,  or  more.  Which  kind  of  know- 
ledge, except  it  be  delivered  with  strange  advantages  of  elo- 
quence and  power,  may  be  likely  to  appear  and  disclose  a  littie 
to  the  world  and  straight  to  vanish  and  shut  again.  So  that 
time  seemeth  to  be  of  the  nature  of  a  river  or  flood,  that 
bringeth  down  to  us  that  which  is  light  and  blown  up,  and 
sinketh  and  drowneth  that  which  is  solid  and  grave.  So  he 
saw  well,  that  both  in  the  state  of  religion,  and  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  learning,  and  in  common  opinion,  there  were  many 
and  continual  stops  and  traverses  to  the  course  of  invention. 

9.  He  tiiought  also,  that  the  invention  of  works  and  fiirther 
possibility  was  prejudiced  in  a  more  special  manner  than  that 
of  speculative  truth ;  for  besides  the  impediments  common  to 
both,  it  hath  by  itself  been  notably  hurt  and  discredited  by  the 
vain  promises  and  pretences  of  Alchemy,  Magic,  Astrology,  and 
such  other  arts,  which  (as  they  now  pass)  hold  much  more  of 
imagination  and  belief  than  of  sense  and  demonstration.  But 
to  use  the  poets^  language,  men  ought  to  have  remembered 
that  although  Ixion  of  a  cloud  in  the  likeness  of  Juno  begat 
Centaurs  and  Chim»ras,  yet  Jupiter  also  of  the  true  Juno  be- 
gat Yulcw  and  Hebe.  Neither  is  it  just  to  deny  credit  to  the 
greatness  of  the  acts  of  Alexander,  because  the  like  or  more 
strange  have  been  feigned  of  an  Amadis  or  an  Arthur,  or  other 
fabulous  worthies.  But  though  this  in  true  reason  should  be, 
and  that  men  ought  not  to  make  a  confusion  of  unbelief;  yet 
he  saw  well  it  could  not  otherwise  be  in  event,  but  that  ex- 
perience of  untruth  had  made  access  to  truth  more  difficult,  and 
that  the  ignominy  of  vanity  had  abated  all  greatness  of  mind. 

10.  He  thought  also,  there  was  found  in  the  mind  of  man 
an  affection  naturally  bred,  and  fortified  and  furthered  by  dis- 
course and  doctrine,  which  did  pervert  the  true  proceeding 
towards  active  and  operative  knowledge.     This  was  a  false 
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estimation)  that  it  should  be  as  a  diminution  to  the  mind  of 
man  to  be  much  conversant  in  experiences  and  particulars  sub- 
ject to  sense  and  bound  in  matter^  and  which  are  laborious  to 
search)  ignoble  to  meditate^  harsh  to  deliver)  illiberal  to  prac- 
tise) infinite  as  is  supposed  in  number)  and  no  ways  accom- 
modate to  the  glory  of  arts.  This  opinion  or  state  of  mind 
received  much  credit  and  strength  by  the  school  of  PlatO)  who 
thinking  that  particulars  rather  revived  the  notions  or  excited 
the  faculties  of  the  mind)  than  merely  informed;  and  having 
mingled  his  philosophy  with  superstition)  which  never  favouretii 
the  sense ;  extolleth  too  much  the  understanding  of  man  in  the 
inward  light  thereof.  And  again  Aristotle's  school)  which 
giveth  the  due  to  the  sense  in  assertion,  denieth  it  in  practice 
much  more  than  that  of  Plato.l.For  we  see  the  schoolmeU) 
Aristotie's  succession,  which  were  utterly  ignorant  of  history, 
rested  only  upon  agitation  of  wit ;  whereas  Plato  givetii  good 
example  of  inquiry  by  induction  and  view  of  particulars;  tiiough 
in  such  a  wandering  manner  as  is  of  no  force  or  firuit.  So  that 
he  saw  well,  that  the  supposition  of  the  sufficiency  of  man's 
mind  hath  lost  tiie  means  thereof.^ 


*  Hera  the  MS.  ends  abraptly  in  the  middle  of  the  pege.  At  the  top  Ib  written  in 
Bacon's  hand  **  The  English  as  much  as  was  parflted."  The  blank  part  of  the  last 
page  seems  to  have  fbrmed  the  ontsSde  of  a  miscellaneous  bundle,  and  bean  the  fol- 
lowing  docket,  also  in  Bacon's  hand,  ^  SeycraU  fragments  of  discottrsei." 
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The  paper  that  bears  this  title  was  first  published  by  Grater. 
He  printed  it  among  the  Impetus  Philosopkici  (concerning 
which  see  Preface  to  Part  II.  p.  3.)  where  it  stands  by  itself, 
unconnected  with  the  neighbouring  pieces.  Hence  I  conclude 
that  it  was  one  of  the  loose  papers. 

Its  date  may  be  partly  inferred  from  the  contents.  Bacon 
speaks  of  himself  in  it  as  a  man  no  longer  young ',  yet  not  old ' ; 
and  as  one  who  having  been  a  candidate  (apparently  without 
success)  for  office  in  the  state,  had  at  length  resolved  to  abandon 
that  pursuit  and  betake  himself  entirely  to  this  work.'  All 
this  suits  yery  well  with  his  position  in  the  summer  of  1603, 
when  he  desired  ''  to  meddle  as  little  as  he  could  in  the  King^s 
causes'*  and  **  put  his  ambition  wholly  upon  his  pen  f  at  which 
time  also  he  was  engaged  on  a  work  concerning  the ''  Invention 
of  Sciences,''  which  he  had  digested  into  two  parts,  whereof 
one  was  entitled  Interpretatio  NaturtB.  And  since  this  Pro* 
oemium  was  evidently  intended  to  stand  as  a  general  intro- 
duction to  some  great  work  bearing  that  title,  we  cannot  be  far 
wrong,  I  think,  in  placing  it  next  to  the  Advancement  of  Learn 
ing  and  in  connexion  with  the  pieces  which  follow. 

All  that  is  of  general  application  in  it  was  afterwards  di- 
gested into  the  first  book  of  the  Novum  Organum.  But  it  retains 
a  peculiar  interest  for  us  on  account  of  the  passage  in  which  he 
explains  the  plans  and  purposes  of  his  life,  and  the  estimate  he 
had  formed  of  his  own  character  and  abilities; — a  passage  which 
was  replaced  in  the  days  of  his  greatness  by  a  simple  De  nobis 
ipsis  silemus.     It  is  the  only  piece  of  autobiography  in  which 
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toiMM  rteepi. 
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he  ever  indulged^  and  deserves  on  several  accounts  to  be  care- 
fully considered. 

When  a  man's  life  and  character  have  any  interest  for  pos- 
terity^ it  is  always  good  to  have  his  own  account  of  them ;  for 
no  one  can  tell  so  well  what  objects  he  proposed  to  himself^  and 
how  he  set  about  to  accomplish  them ;  without  a  knowledge  of 
which  it  must  always  be  impossible  to  form  a  true  judgment  oC 
his  career.  We  have  here  Bacon's  own  account,  written  when 
he  was  between  40  and  50,  of  the  plan  upon  which  his  life  had 
been  laid  out  And  if  we  accept  it  as  sincere,  —  if  we  believe 
that  such  were  indeed  the  objects  which  he  mainly  aimed  at, 
and  such  the  motives  which  mainly  guided  him,  —  the  course 
which  he  actually  followed  in  the  various  conjunctures  of  his 
life  will  present  few  difficulties ;  but  will  be  found  (after  rea- 
sonable allowance  made  for  human  accidents  without,  and  hu- 
man infirmities  within)  very  natural  and  consistent  from  first 
to  last, — in  fact  a  very  remarkable  example  of  constancy  to  an 
original  design.  He  began  by  conceiving  that  a  wiser  method 
of  studying  nature  would  give  nutn  the  key  to  all  her  secrets, 
and  therewith  the  mastery  of  all  her  powers.  If  so,  what  boon 
so  great  could  a  man  bestow  upon  his  fellow-men?  But  the 
work  would  be  long  and  arduous,  and  the  event  remote ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  he  was  not  to  neglect  the  immediate  and  pe- 
culiar services  which  as  an  Englishman  he  owed  to  his  country 
and  as  a  Protestant  to  his  religion.  He  set  out  with  the  inten- 
tion of  doing  what  he  could  towards  the  discharge  of  all  three 
obligations,  and  planned  his  course  accordingly.  With  regard 
to  the  two  last  however,  he  found  as  life  wore  away  that  the 
means  and  opportunities  which  he  had  hoped  for  did  not  present 
themselves ;  and  fearing  that  all  would  fail  together  if  he  lost 
more  time  in  widting  for  them,  he  resolved  to  fall  back  upon 
the  first  as  an  enterprise  which  depended  for  success  upon 
himself  alone. 

So  his  case  stood  when  he  drew  up  this  paper.  Afterwards, 
though  new  exigencies  of  state  gave  him  an  opening  for  service 
and  drew  him  again  into  business  and  politics,  he  did  not  cease 
to  devote  his  leisure  to  the  prosecution  of  his  main  object ;  and 
as  soon  as  his  fall  restored  to  him  the  entire  command  of  his 
time,  he  again  made  it  his  sole  occupation. 

So  far  therefore,  his  actual  course  was  quite  consistent  with 
his  first  design ;  and  it  is  even  probable  that  this  very  constancy 
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was  in  some  degree  answerable  for  the  great  error  and  mis- 
fortune of  his  life.  That  an  absorbing  interest  in  one  thing 
should  induce  negligence  of  others  not  less  important^  is  an 
accident  only  too  natural  and  familiar ;  and  if  he  did  not  allow 
the  Novum  Organum  to  interfere  with  his  attention  to  the 
causes  which  came  before  him  in  Chancery,  it  did  probably 
prevent  him  from  attending  as  carefully  as  he  should  and  other- 
wise' would  haye  done  to  the  proceedings  of  his  servants  and 
the  state  of  his  accounts. 

Had  his  main  design  been  successful,  the  story  of  his  life 
would  hav^stood  simply  thus,  and  called  for  no  further  specula- 
tion. But  there  is  one  thing  (though  his  popular  reputation  as 
the  father  of  modem  science  has  prevented  it  from  being  re- 
marked) which  still  remains  to  be  explained';  and  which  is  in* 
fact  very  difBcult  to  reconcile  with  the  opinion  almost  univer- 
sally entertained  with  regard  to  his  philosophical  genius.  How 
is  it  that  abilities  like  his,  applying  themselves  to  a  practical 
object  for  so  many  years  together  with,  such  eager  interest  and 
laborious  industry,  met  with  so  little  success?  I  assume  of 
course  (what  indeed  cannot  be  reasonably  doubted)  that  he  was 
no  mere  talker  or  trifler,  but  a  true  workman,  with  genuine 
zeal  and  faith  in  his  work.  How  is  it  then  that  he  did  not 
succeed,  if  not  in  accomplishing,  yet  in  putting  in  a  way  to  be 
accomplished,  or  in  persuading  somebody  to  think  capable  of 
accomplishment,  some  part  at  least  of  the  work  which  he  had 
so  much  at  heart?  If  the  end  was  unattainable,  how  is  it  that 
he  did  not  find  that  out?  If  he  had  mistaken  the  way,  how  is 
it  that  he  did  not  himself  discover  the  error  as  he  proceeded  ? 
If  he  failed  from  not  well  understanding  the  use  of  some  of  the 
necessary  implements,  why  did  he  not  apply  himself  to  learn  the 
use  of  them,  or  seek  help  from  those  who  did  understand  it?  He 
may  have  neglected  mechanics  and  mathematics  in  his  youth  be- 
cause he  did  not  then  know  their  importance ;  but  he  could  hardly 
have  proceeded  far  in  the  attempt  to  weigh  and  measure  and 
analyse  the  secret  forces  of  nature,  without  finding  the  want, 
long  before  it  was  too  late  to  commence  the  study  of  them. 
For  although,  as  taught  at  Cambridge  in  those  days,  they  did 
not  perhaps  promise  much  help ;  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  leading 
scientific  men  of  Europe  they  had  become  an  instrument  of  too 
much  value  to  have  long  escaped  the  notice  of  a  diligent  en- 
quirer into  the  true  condition  of  knowledge. 
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The  only  explanation  which  appears  to  me  sufficient  to  ac- 
count for  the  fact  is  this :  Bacon's  deficiency  lay  in  the  intellect 
itself.  It  seems  that  there  was  one  intellectual  faculty  in  wluch 
he  was  comparatively  weak,  and  that  not  being  himself  aware 
of  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  defect,  he  miscalculated 
the  amount  of  his  own  forces.  That  he  was  not  altogether 
aware  of  this  deficiency,  may  be  inferred  I  think  firom  the  re- 
markable passage  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  the  paper  before 
usj  and  which  it  is  worth  while  to  examine  in  detail. 

After  considering  what  was  the  best  thing  to  be  done,  he 
proceeds  to  consider  what  he  was  himself  best  fitted  to  do.  He 
finds  in  himself  a  mind  at  once  discursive  enough  to  seize  re- 
semblances, and  steady  enough  to  distinguish  difierences;  a 
mind  eager  in  search,  patient  of  doubt,  fond  of  meditation,  slow 
to  assert,  ready  to  reconsider,  careful  to  dispose  and  set  in 
order;  not  carried  away  either  by  love  of  novelty  or  by  ad- 
miration of  antiquity,  and  hating  every  kind  of  imposture ;  a 
mind  therefore  especially  framed  for  the  study  and  pursuit  of 
truth* 

Such  it  seems  was  Bacon's  deliberate,  candid,  and  sober 
estimate  of  his  own  qualities ;  and  (high  as  it  sounds)  I  con- 
ceive it  to  be,  in  all  respects  but  one,  a  just  estimate.  In  the 
large  discursive  faculty  which  detects  analogies  and  resem- 
blances between  difierent  and  distant  things,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult probably  to  name  his  equaL  In  tiie  moral  qualitijBs  for 
which  he  gives  himself  credit,  he  was  not  less  eminent  His 
senses  and  powers  of  observation  were  lively  and  exquisite; 
and  his  judgment  also,  where  it  had  to  deal  with  the  larger 
features  of  tilings,  or  with  those  which  being  too  subtie  and 
fleeting  to  admit  of  exact  demonstration  and  analyds,  must  be 
studied  by  the  blx>ader  light  of  the  imagination  and  discursive 
reason,  was  clear  and  deep  and  sound.  But  it  is  impossibly,  I 
think,  to  read  Mr.  Ellis's  remarks  upon  those  parts  of  his  works 
in.  which  he  comes  in  contact  with  what  we  call  the  exact  sciences^ 
— mathematics,  for  instance,  and  mechanics,  —  and  not  to  feel 
that  in  the  faculty  oi  dUtinguUhing  differences^  —  the  faculty 
whose  office  is  (as  he  describes  it  in  the  Novum  Organum, 
L  S6.)Jigere  contemplationes,  et  marari  et  Juerere  in  omni  suIh 
tilitate  differentiarum^ — he  was  (comparatively  at  least)  deficient. 
This  appears  both  from  the  imperfect  account  of  the  existing 
condition  of  those  sciences  which  he  gives  in  the  De  Augmentis 


DE  INTERPRET ATIONE  NATURJE  PROCBMIUM.         511 

Seientiarum;  no  notioe  being  there  taken  of  some  of  the  most 
important  advances  which  had  been  made  by  the  writers  im* 
mediately  preceding  him ;  and  from  his  own  experiments  and 
speculations  npon  subjects  which  required  their  help.  Though 
he  paid  great  attention  to  Astronomy,  discussed  carefully  the 
methods  in  which  it  ought  to  be  studied,  constructed  for  the 
satisfaction  of  his  own  mind  an  elaborate  theory  of  the  heavens, 
and  listened  eagerly  for  the  news  firom  the  stars  brought  by 
Ghdileo's  telescope,  he  appears  to  have  been  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  discoveries  which  had  just  been  made  by  Keplei^s  calcula- 
tions.^ Though  he  complained  in  1623  of  the  want  of  compen- 
dious methods  for  facilitating  arithmetical  computations,  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  Series,  and  ftdly  recognised 
the  importance  of  them  as  an  aid  to  physical  enquiries ;  he  does 
not  say  a  word  about  Napier^s  Logarithms,  which  had  been 
published  only  nine  yeanTbefore  and  reprinted  more  than  once 
in  the  intervaL'  He  complained  tiiat  no  considerable  advance 
had  been  made  in  Greometry  beyond  Euclid,  without  taking  any 
notice  of  what  had  been  done  by  Archimedes  and  ApoUonius.' 
He  saw  the  importance  of  determining  accurately  the  specific 
gravities  of  different  substances,  and  himself  attempted  to  form 
a  table  of  them  by  a  rude  process  of  his  own,  without  knowing 
of  the  more  scientific  though  still  imperfect  methods  previously 
employed  by  Archimedes,  Ghetaldus,  and  Porta.^  He  speaks 
of  the  ivp7j/ca  of  Archimedes  in  a  manner  which  implies  that  he 
did  not  dearly  apprehend  either  the  nature  of  the  problem  to 
be  solved  or  tiie  principles  upon  which  the  solution  depended.' 
In  reviewii^  the  progress  of  Mechanics,  he  makes  no  mention 
either  of  Archimedes  himself,  or  of  Stevinus,  Gralileo,  Gxddinus, 
or  Ghetaldus.^  He  makes  no  allusion  to  the  theory  of  Equi- 
librium.' He  observes  that  a  ball  of  one  pound  weight  will 
fall  nearly  as  fast  tiirough  the  air  as  a  ball  of  two,  without 
alluding  to  the  theory  of  the  acceleration  of  falling  bodies, 
which  had  been  made  known  by  Gtdileo  more  than  thirty  years 
before.*  He  proposes  an  inquiry  with  regard  to  the  lever, — 
namely,  whether  in  a  balance  witii  arms  of  different  length  but 

■  See  Mr.  Ellis's  Freftce  to  tbe  DncripUo  Ghbi  InUUiet¥alU. 
'  See  Vol.  I.  p.  677.  note  S. 
'  Id.  Ibid,  note  1. 

*  See  Preftce  to  the  HUioria  Dmti  c<  Rari^  Vol.  XL  p.  S33. 

•  Id.  ibid.  •  See  Vol.  L  p.  672.  note  I. 
'  U.  p.  578.  note  1.  •  Id.  p.  625.  note  2. 
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equal  weight  the  distance  firom  the  fulcrum  has  any  eflfect  upon 
the  inclination — though  the  theory  of  the  lever  was  as  well 
understood  in  his  own  time  as  it  is  now*^  In  making  an  ex- 
periment of  his  own  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  motion  of  a 
windmiU,  he  overlooks  an  obvious  circumstance  which  makes 
the  experiment  inconclusive,  and  an  equally  obvious  variation 
of  the  same  experiment  which  would  have  shown  him  that  his 
theory  was  false.*  He  speaks  of  the  poles  of  the  earth  as  fixed,, 
in  a  manner  which  seems  to  imply  that  he  was  not  acqmunted 
with  the  precession  of  the  equinoxes';  and  in  another  place 
of  the  north  pole  being  above,  and  the  south  pole  below,  as  a 
reason  why  in  our  hemisphere  the  north  winds  predominate 
over  the  south.^ 

This  list,  for  which  I  am  entirely  indebted  to  Mr.  Ellis's  pre- 
faces and  notes,  might  probably  be  increased;  but  the  instances 
enumerated  are  sufficient  to  diew  not  only  that  Bacon  was  ill 
read  in  the  history  of  these  branches  of  learning,  (and  yet  it 
was  in  this  direction  that  science  was  making  tiie  most  real 
and  rapid  advances,)  but  also  that  upon  such  subjects  his  ideas 
were  not  clear;  this  latter  defect  being  no  doubt  the  cause  of 
the  other;  for  where  he  could  not  readily  follow  the  steps  of 
the  investigation,  he  could  hardly  appreciate  the  value  of  the 
result. 

In  the  fact  itself  there  would  be  nothing  to  create  surprise. 
That  of  two  faculties  so  opposite  in  their  nature  as  to  suggest 
a  main  division  of  human  intellects  according  to  their  several 
predominance  ^  the  same  mind  should  be  largely  endowed  with 
one  and  scantily  with  the  other,  is  an  accident  far  less  singular 
than  the  perfect  developement  in  the  same  mind  of  both  to- 
gether. The  only  wonder  is  (since  a  good  understanding  is 
generally  aware  of  its  own  defects)  that  if  Bacon's  was  really 
weak  in  this  department,  he  did  not  find  the  weakness  out  be- 
fore he  was  five-and-forty.  A  sufficient  explanation  of  this  may 
however  be  found,  I  think,  partly  in  the  excessive  activity  of 
his  discursive  faculty,  which  coming  to  the  rescue  in  every 
perplexity  with  a  throng  of  ingenious  suggestions,  seduced  his 
attention  from  the  exact  point  at  issue  and  flattered  him  that 

>  Vol  I.  p.  638.  note  S.  *  See  Preface  to  Historia  Ventonaih  VqI.  IL  p.  6. 

•  Vo!.  L  p.  848.  note  8.  *  Vol.  IL  p.  28.  note  1. 

*  Maximum  et  velut  nuilcale  diaciimen  ingenioram,  quoad  pbUosophiam  et  sciential, 
illud  est  t  quod  alia  ingenia  sint  fortiora  et  aptlora  ad  notandas  rerum  dlflferentlas ; 
alia  ad  notandas  remm  similitndlnei.— iVbv.  Oiy.  L  55. 
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the  time  was  oome  for  ^permissio  intetlecttiu  ;-^paMj  in  the 
great  puns  which  he  took  to  hj  his  subject  out  in  titles,  ar- 
ticlesj  sections,  di^sions,  and  subdivisions,  all  named  and  num'* 
bered;  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  give  his  investigations  an 
appearance,  though  a  superficial  and  delusive  one,  of  exact  and 
delicate  discrimination ; — and  partly  in  the  magnanimous  hope* 
fulness  of  his  nature,  which  inclined  him  to  trust  too  much  to 
the  labor  omnia  vincit  and  the  possunt  qtda  posse  videntur.JAB  he 
would  not  believe  that  nature  contained  labyriDths  impenetrable 
by  tiie  mind,  so  he  would  not  believe  that  the  mind  contained 
obstructions  insuperable  by  patient  industry.  And  believing  on 
the  other  hand  as  he  certainly  did,  tiiat  the  divine  blessing  was 
upon  his  enterprise,  he  accepted  all  delays  and  disappointments 
as  nothing  more  than 

the  protractive  trials  of  great  Jove 
To  find  peraiBtive  constancy  in  men. 

But  however  this  may  be,  I  see  no  way  of  escaping  the  conclu* 
non  that  his  intellect  was  in  this  particular  faculty  originally 
defective ;  and  that,  whetiier  he  knew  of  the  defect  or  not,  he 
did  not  succeed  in  overcoming  it. 

Nor  am  I  aware  that  the  supposition  involves  any  further 
difficulty.  It  does  not  require  us  to  question  any  of  his  other 
intellectual  attributes.  For  it  is  certain  that  as  an  eye  which 
has  lost  the  power  of  reading  small  print  may  yet  be  perfect  in 
its  judgment  of  form,  colour,  distance,  and  proportion;  so  a 
mind  which  cannot  take  distinct  impressions  of  subtie  and  \ 
minute  differences  of  ideas,  or  cannot  retain  such  impressions  ' 
long  enough  or  easily  enough  for  the  purpose  of  exact  com* 
parison,  may  nevertheless  be  perfect  in  its  power  of  dealing  with 
all  ideas  which  it  can  distinguish  and  compare.  And  I  suppose 
that  if  Bacon  could  have  put  on  a  pair  of  intellectual  specta- 
cles, analogous  in  their  effect  on  the  imderstanding  to  that  of 
dearers  on  an  eye  which  is  grovring  dim  with  age,  he  would 
have  seen  in  an  instant  the  true  import  and  value  of  the  rea- 
sonings of  Archimedes,  Copernicus,  Gralileo,  Ghetaldo,  and 
Kepler,  and  would  have  become  aware  in  the  same  instant  that 
he  had  never  before  really  understood  them.  The  lens  through 
which  he  had  been  looking  had  not  been  adjusted  to  the  object, 
and  had  transmitted  a  confused  image  to  the  mental  retina. 

The  existence  of  this  defect  being  once  admitted  and  allowed 
for,  the  rest  of  the  wonder  disappears  at  once.     Grant  this,  and 

VOL.  III.  L  L 
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the  question  wliioh  I  began  by  proposing  is  readily  aacrwerecL 
Bacon  failed  to  devise  a  pfmctioable  method  for  the  discovery  <^ 
the  Fonns  of  Nature,  because  he  misconceived  the  conditions  of 
the  case;  he  expected  to  find  the  phenomena  of  nature  more 
easily  separable  and  distinguishable  than  they  really  are;  a 
misconception  into  ivUch  a  discursive  intellect,  an  enterprising 
spirit,  and  a  hopeM  nature,  would  most  natiurally  fall.  He 
iailed  to  discover  his  error,  because  in  all  the  cases  in  which  he 
tried  to  carry  his  method  out,  the  further  he  advanced  towards 
his  object  iiie  more  he  needpd  the  very  faculty  in  which  be  was 
most  wanting,  and  was  baffled  by  the  difficulties  which  pre^ 
sented  themsdves  before  he  had  met  with  any  which  were  in 
their  nature  insuperable.  For  the  same  reason  he  failed  even 
to  make  any  single  discovery  which  hdds  its  place  as  one  of 
the  steps  by  which  science  has  in  any  direction  really  advanced. 
The  clue  with  which  he  entered  the  labyrinth  did  not  reach 
fSur  enough :  before  he  had  nearly  attained  the  end,  he  was 
obliged  either  to  come  back  or  to  go  on  without  it.  He  began 
with  an  attempt  to  investigate  the  nature  of  JI4j^^  in  general : 
the  result  remains  in  a  long  list  of  titles  and  divisions,  exhibit- 
ing merely  the  plan  upon  wUch  he  proposed  to  conduct  the 
enquiry^ ;  and  this  jdan  he  appears  afterwards  to  have  aban- 
doned ;  for  the  doctrine  of  motion  was  ultimately  remitted  to  a 
subordinate  place  in  the  Novum  Organum  amoDig  the  Prerogar 
tives  of  Instances.  He  then  tried  the  nature  of  Syiad  •  the  result 
remains  in  the  Sylva  Sjflvarum,  in  a  large  collection  of  curious 
observations  and  experiments ;  rough  materials  for  an  induc- 
tion which  he  does  not  seem  to  have  carried  further.  Finally 
he  selected  the  nature  of  Hea^M  the  subject  to  try  his.  method 
upon,  and  commenced  a  systematic  enquiry  which  was  to  be 
offered  as  a  specimen  of  it :  the  result  of  this  we  have  seen  in 
the  Novum  Organum;  and  though  he  proceeded  in  it  but  a 
littie  way,  it  appears  that  he  was  already  beginning  to  lose 
himself  among  the  subtler  phenomena  which  presented  them- 
selves ;  for  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  best  judges  that  he  has  there 
confounded  things  essentially  different,  and  rested  in  condu^ 
sions  not  legitimately  deducible  firom  the  fietcts  fcom  which  they 
profess  to  be  deduced.^  And  so  no  doubt  it  would  have  been 
in  any  other  subject  of  investigaticMi  which  he  might  have  taken 

'  See  Inquintio  Legitima  de  Motu  ;  ftirther  on  In  this  irolome. 
*  See  Mr.  Ellis*8  note  on  tbe  yuukmatio  prima  (VoL  1.  p.  S66.)  &   and  compare 
Whewell,  PhiL  of  Ind,  ScL  book  ii.  ch,  1 1. 
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in  hand.  He  would  soon  have  arrived  at  a  point  where  the 
phenomena  of  nature  could  not  be  separated  accurately  enough 
for  the  purposes  of  the  enquiry  without  instruments  more  deli- 
eate  and  ezact,  or  modes  of  calculation  more  subde  uid  com* 
plicated^  than  any  which  he  could  have  devised  or  used« 

Nor  is  this  the  only  difficulty  of  which  we  thus  obt^dn  a 
more  natural  explanation  than  has  hitherto  I  think  been  sug* 
gested.  Por  the  same  defect  would  interfere  with  his  meta- 
I^ysical  speculations ;  and  may  serve  therefore  to*  account  for 
the  misappreciation  of  Aristotie  witii  which  he  is  now  com- 
monly charged^  apparentiy  upon  good  authority.  It  would  in- 
terfere witii  his  success  as  a  lawyer ;  the  law  having  then 
(very  unfortunately^  in  my  opinion)  fallen  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  men  whose  strength  was  in  subtiety  of  distinction, 
and  not  in  that  broad  common  sense  which  ought  (one  would 
think)  to  be  the  ruling  principle  in  an  institution  with  which 
all  classes  are  alike  concerned ;  and  thus  it  serves  to  account 
for  his  fiulure  to  obtain  that  authority  in  his  profession  to 
which  he  certainly  thought  himself  entitied.  It  would  inter- 
fere with  his  speculations  in  a  science  like  political  economy, 
and  so  accounts  for  his  being  so  littie  before  his  age  in  his  views 
with  regard  to  usurjr,  trade,  &c.  It  supplies  also  a  natural 
exi^lanation  of  anotiier  singular  fiu^t ;  namely,  the  littie  com- 
munication which  he  seems  to  have  had  witii  the  scientific  men 
of  his  own  time,  and  tiie  solitude  in  which  (as  he  himself  com- 
plained) he  was  compelled  to  prosecute  his  enterprise.  For 
we  know  of  no  man  of  any  scientific  eminence,  who  was  either 
a  fellow-labourer  or  a  disciple.  But  the  trutii  is  that  such 
a  defect  (though  the  perfection  of  his  intellect  in  those  depart- 
ments where  we  can  all  more  or  less  judge  of  it,  coupled  with 
his  reputation  for  genius  in  regions  into  which  few  are  compe- 
tent to  follow  him,  has  prevented  posterity  from  suspecting  it) 
could  hardly  have  escaped  .the  notice  of  competent  judges  in 
his  own  time  who  knew  him*  And  accordingly  we  find  that 
William  Harvey,  ^'  though  he  esteemed  him  much  for  his  wit 
and  style,  would  not  allow  him  to  be  a  great  philosopher. 
^  He  writes  philosophy '  (said  Harvey  to  Aubrey)  ^Uke  a  Lord 
Chancellor' — speaking  in  derision.''^  And  it  is  easy  to  imagine 
that  if  Newton  (for  instance)  had  been  a  young  man  in  Bacon's 
later  years,  th^  would  not  have  been  able  to  work  together, 

>  Aubrey>  Urtt,  11.  281. 
LL  S 
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but  would  probably  have  kept  by  mntoal  consent  respectfliUy 
aloof  from  each  other.  And  thb  enables  us  to  account  for  that 
silence  with  regard  to  his  contemporaries  for  which  he  has  been 
BO  severely  censured  by  Coleridge  and  others^  better  than  by 
supposing  that  he  was  either  jealous  of  their  rivalry  or  illibe- 
rally incredulous  as  to  their  merit.  It  was  merely  that  he  did 
not  like  to  pronounce  judgment  where  he  did  not  feel  that  he 
understood  the  case ;  and  if  he  did  not  take  more  pains  to 
understand  ihe  case^  it  was  only  because  it  lay  in  a  region  in 
which  he  could  not  himself  find  conclusions  which  he  felt  that 
he  could  safely  depend  upon.  He  could  follow  Gilbert  in  his 
enquiries  concerning  the  loadstone ;  and  he  was  not  silent 
about  Atm,  but  refers  to  him  frequently^  with  praise  both  of 
his  industry  and  his  method ;  censuring  him  only  for  endea- 
vouring to  build  a  universal  philosophy  upon  so  narrow  a  basis. 
So  again  with  regard  to  Galileo.  The  direct  revelations  of 
the  telescope  were  palpable,  and  he  was  not  silent  about  them; 
but  hailed  the  invention  as  a  memorabilis  conatus^  —  a  thing 
dignum  kumano  genere:  there  was  no  doubt  that  it  brought 
within  the  range  of  vision  things  invisible  before.  But  when 
it  came  to  the  inferences  deducible  from  the  phenomena  thus 
revealed^  he  could  no  longer  speak  with  confidence.  It  was 
then  '^  hinc  demonstrari  videtur^  and  **  quatenus  fides  hujus- 
modi  demonstrationibus  tuto  adhiberi  possit:''  the  language 
of  a  man  who  did  not  feel  certain  in  his  own  mind  whether  the 
demonstration  was  conclusive  or  not, — which  is  the  natural 
condition  of  a  man  who  does  not  thoroughly  understand  it. 

I  need  hardly  add  that  the  admission  of  this  defect  in  Bacon 
does  not  in  any  way  diminish  either  the  value  of  his  real  ser- 
vices to  philosophy, — of  the  general  prindples  which  he  laid 
down,  and  those  large  and  just  views  as  to  the  nature  of  science 
and  of  man's  mind  which  came  out  of  the  real  depths  of  his 
own  geniuSy  —  or  the  respect  due  to  himself.  The  truths  which 
he  told  must  stand  for  ever,  bec».use  they  are  truths ;  and  until 
some  one  else  shall  embody  them  in  language  juster,  nobler, 
more  impressive,  and  more  comprehensive  than  his,  his  name 
will  stand  as  the  author  of  them.  And  for  the  rest,  a  more 
correct  appreciation  of  the  difficulties  with  which  he  had  to 
struggle,  instead  of  diminishing  our  sense  of  what  we  owe 
him,  ought  only  to  increase  our  admiration  of  the  high  instinct 
which  suggested  the  end,  the  courageous  hope  with  which  he 
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entered  upon  tlie  pursuit  of  it^  and  the  undaunted  resolution 
with  which  (however  unsuccessfully)  he  followed  it  up. 

Another  thing  in  the  paper  before  us^  not  to  be  found  else- 
where in  Bacon's  writings,  is  the  prophecy  of  civil  wars  ;  which 
he  anticipates  propter  mares  quosdam  non  ita  pridem  intraductos  : 
a  prediction  well  worthy  of  remark,  especially  as  being  uttered 
80  early  as  the  beginning  of  James  the  First's  reign. 

J.  S. 
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Ego  cum  me  ad  utilitates  humaims  natmn  ezistimarem^  et 
curam  reipublica  inter  ea  esse  quae  public!  sunt  juris  et  yelut 
imdam  aut  auram  omnibus  patere  interpretarer ;  et  quid  homi- 
nibtts  maxime  conducere  posset  qussiyi,  et  ad  quid  ipse  anatura 
optime  factus  essem  deliberavi.  Inveni  autem  nil  tanti  esse 
erga  genus  humanum  meriti,  quam  novarum  rerum  et  artium, 
quibus  hominum  yita  excolatur^  inventionem  et  auctoramen- 
turn.  Nam  et  priscis  temporibus,  apud  homines  rudes,  ra- 
dium rerum  inventores  et  monstratores  consecrates  fuissCj  et 
in  deorum  numerum  optatos,  animadverti ;  et  acta  heroum,  qui 
vel  urbes  condiderunt,  vel  legumlatores  extiterunt,  vel  justa 
imperia  exercuerunt,  vel  injustas  dominationes  debellarunt, 
locorum  et  temponun  angustiis^ circumscripta  esse  notavi:  rerum 
autem  inyentionem,  licet  minoris  pompae  sit  res,  ad  universali- 
tatis  et  »ternitatis  rationem  magis  accommodatam  esse  censuL 
Ante  omnia  vero,  si  quis  non  particulare  aliquod  inyentumj  licet 
magnae  utilitatis,  eruat,  sed  in  natura  lumen  accendat,  quod  ortu 
ipso  eras  rerum  qu89  res  jam  inventas  contingunt  illustret, 
dein  paulo  post  elevatum  abstrasissima  quaeque  pate&ciat  et 
in  conspectum  det,  is  mihi  humani  in  uniyersum  imperii  pro- 
pagator, libertatis  vindex,  necessitatum  expugnator  visus 
est.  Me  ipsiun  autem  ad  veritatis  contemplationes,  quam 
ad  alia,  magis  fabrefactum  deprehendi ;  ut  qui  mentem  et  ad 
rerum  similitudinem  (quod  maximum  est)  agnoscendam  satis 
mobilem,  et  ad  difierentiarum  subtilitates  observandas  satis 
fixam  et  intentam  haberem ;  qui  et  quaerendi  desiderium,  et 
dubitandi  patientiam,  et  meditandi  voluptatem,  et  asserendi 
cunctationem,  et  resipiscendi  facilitatem,  et  disponendi  soUici- 
tudinem  tenerem ;  quique  nee  noyitatem  affectarem,  nee  anti- 
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qnitatem  admirarer^  et  omnem  impostiuram  odiflsem.  Quare 
hataraia  meam  com  veritate  quandam  famifiaritatem  et  cogna* 
tionem  habere  judicayL  Attamen  cum  genere  et  edacatione 
rebus  ciTilibiu  imbutus  eflsem^  et  opinionibuB  afiqaaiido^  utpote 
adolesoensj  labe&ctarer,  et  patri»  me  aliquid  peouliare,  quod 
non  ad  omuee  aUaa  partes  ex  asquo  pertineat,  debere  putarem, 
speraremque  me^  si  gradum  aHqnem  bonestom  in  lepublica  ob- 
tinerem^  majore  ingenii  et  industris  subndio  qm  destmaveram 
perfectnmm;  et  artes  dviles  didicij  et  qua  debui  modestia 
amicis  meis,  qui  aliquid  possent,  salva  ingenuitate  me  oommen- 
davi.  Accessit  et  iUud,  quod  ista^  qualiaounque  rant,  non  ultra 
hujusoemortalisTit»  conditionem  et  culturam  penetrant;  subiit 
rero  spes  me  natum  religionis  statu  baud  admodum  prospero^ 
posse^  si  civilia  munia  obirem,  et  aliquid  ad  animarum  salutem 
boni  proourare.  Sed  onm  studium  meum  ambitioni  deputa* 
retur,  et  tdtas  jam  consisteret,  ac  valetudo  affecta  et  mali»  tar- 
ditatis  meie  me  admoneret,  et  subinde  reputarem  me  officio  meo 
nullo  modo  satisfacere,  cum  ea  per  qu»  ipse  hominibus  per  me 
prodesse  possem  omitteremj  et  ad  ea  qu»  ex  alieno  arbitrio 
penderent  me  applicarem;  ab  illis  cogitationibus  me  prorsus 
alienavi^  et  in  hoc  opus  ex  prioire  decreto  me  totum  recepi. 
Nee  mihi  animum  minuit,  quod  ejus  que  nunc  in  usu  est 
doctrine  et  eruditionis,  dedinationem  quandam  et  ruinam  in 
temporum  statu  prospioio.  Tametsi  enim  barbarorum  incur- 
siones  non  metuam  (nisi  forte  imperium  Hispanum  se  corrobo- 
raverit,  et  alios  armis,  se  onere^  oppresserit  et  debilitarit%  tamen 
ex  bellis  civilibus  (qu»  mibi  videntur  propter  mores  quosdam 
non  ita  pridem  introductos  multas  regiones  peragratura),  et 
ex  sectarum  malignitate,  et  ex  compendiariis  istis  artifioiis  et 
cautelis  quad  in  eruditionis  locum  surrepserunt,  non  minor  in 
literas  et  sdentias  prooella  videbatur  impendere.  Kec  typo- 
graphorum  officina  his  malis  sufficere  queat.  Atque  ista  qui- 
dem  imbellis  doctrina,  qu»  otio  aHtur^  pnemio  et  laude  efflo- 
rescit,  quas  Tehementaam  opinionis  non  snstinet,  et  artifioiis  et 
imposturis  eluditur,  iis  qu»  dixi  impedimentis  obruitur.  Longe 
alia  ratio  est  sdenti®^  cujus  dignitas  utilitatibus  et  operibus 
munitur.  Ac  de  temporum  injuriis  fere  securus  sum,  de  homi- 
num  Tcro  injuriis  non  laboro.  Si  quis  enim  me  nimis  altum 
sapere  dicat,  respondeo  ompliciter,  in  civilibus  rebus  esse  mo 
destias  locum,  in  contemplationibus  veritati.  Si  quis  vero  opera 
statim  exigat,  aio  sine  omni  impostura,  me  hominem  non  senem 
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Tsletudinariuio,  ciyilibns  studiis  implicatum^  lem  rnnninm  ob* 
ficuriflsmiain  dne  duce  sc  luoe  aggresaum^  satts  profedsse  si 
machinam  ipeam  ac  fabricam  ezatraxerim,  licet  earn  non  ezer* 
cuerim  aut  nunrerim.  Ac  eodem  candore  prpfiteor^  interpre- 
tationem  natune  l^timam^  in  primo  adacenau  antequam  ad 
gradiim  certain  generalium  perventnm  At,  ab  omni  applicatione 
ad  opera  pnram  ac  aejonctam  aervari  debere.  Quin  et  eoa 
omnes  qui  experienti»  se  undia  aliqua  ex  parte  dediderunt« 
com  animo  parum  firmi  ant  oetentationis  cupidi  easent,  in  in* 
troita  operum  pignora  intempeative  inveatigaaae^  et  inde  ex* 
turbatoa  et  nanfragoa  fbiaae  ado.  Si  quia  autem  pollicitationea 
aaltem  porticularea  requirat^  ia  noverit  hominea  per  earn  quae 
nunc  in  uau  eat  acientiam  ne  aatia  doctoa  ad  optandum  qnidem 
eaae.  Quod  autem  minoria  momenii  rea  eat^  ai  quia  ex  politicia 
judicium  Buum  in  iatiuamodi  re  inaerere  pr»aumat^  quibua 
moria  eat  ex  peraon»  caiculia  aingula  »8tiniare  vel  ex  aimilia 
conatua  exemplia  conjecturam  facere,  illi  dictum  yoIo  et  illud 
Tetua,  claudum  in  via  curaorem  extra  yiam  anteTertere«  et 
de  exemplia  non  cogitandum,  rem  enim  aine  exemplo  eaae. 
Publicandi  autem  iata  ratio  ea  eat,  ut  que  ad  ingeniorum  corre- 
apondentiaa  captandaa  et  melitium  areaa  purgandaa  pertinent, 
edantur  in  yulgua  et  per  ora  volitent;  reliqua  per  manua  tn^ 
dantur  cum  electione  et  judicio.  Nee  me  latet  uaitatum  et 
tritum  eaae  impoatorum  artificium,  ut  qusodam  a  vulgo  aecemant, 
nihilo  iia  ineptiia  quaa  vulgo  propinant  meliora.  Sed  ego  aine 
omni  impoatura  ex  providentia  aana  proapicio,  ipeam  interpre* 
tationia  formulam  et  inventa  per  eandem,  intra  legitima  et 
optata  ingenia  clauaa,  vegetiora  et  munitiora  futura.  Ipae  vero 
alieno  periculo  iata  molior.  Mihi  enim  nil  eorum  qu»  ab  ex- 
temia  pendent  cordi  eat  Neque  enim  fiun»  aucepa  aum,  nee 
hnreaiarcliarum  more  aectam  conderc  gratum  habeo,  et  privatum 
aliquod  emolumentum  ex  tanta  molitione  captare  ridiculum  et 
turpe  duco.  Mihi  aufficit  meriti  conacientia,  et  ipaa  ilia  rerum 
effectio,  cui  ne  fortuna  ipaa  intercedere  poaait. 
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At  the  end  of  the  manoBcript  of  the  Valerius  Termiatu,  and 
immediately  following  it  in  the  same  page,  in  the  hand  of  the 
same  traDscriber,  I  find  the  title  and  the  first  chapter  of  the 
piece  which  follows;  and  in  the  list  of  contents  inserted  hj 
Bacon  himself  at  the  beginning  of  the  manuscript,  I  find  them 
thus  described:  '^The  first  chapter  of  a  book  of  the  same 
argument,  written  in  Liatin,  and  destined  to  be  separate  and 
not  public'*  The  design  and  commencement  of  the  work  may 
therefore,  in  de&ult  of  other  eyidence,  be  safely  referred  to 
the  time  when  Bacon  revised  the  manuscript  of  Valerius  Ter^ 
minus. 

Again,  in  Gmter^s  Scripta  Phihsophiea  I  find  this  same  first 
chapter  inserted,  though  not  in  connexion  with  the  general 
title,  among  the  Impetus  Philosapkici,  and  followed  by  another 
which  is  headed  AmpLj  Caput  secundum,  without  any  other  de- 
scription; whence  I  conclude  that  the  two  were  found  by 
Gkttter  together,  as  if  forming  one  piece.  If  so,  the  general 
title,  which  certainly  belongs  to  the  firsts  may  be  safely  ex* 
tended  to  both:  and  accordingly  they  are  printed  here  as  the 
first  and  second  chapters  of  the  Temparis  Partus  Masculus. 

But  in  another  part  of  Gruter^s  book,  —  t.  e.  on  the  back  of 
the  titiepage  and  placed  there  by  itself  as  a  kind  of  frontis- 
piece to  the  volume,  —  I  find  a  short  Latin  prayer,  with  the 
words  ^'Tbitpobis  Fabtxts  Masculus,^^  Instauraiio  Magna 
imperii  kumam  in  Umversum,^  printed  at  the  head  of  it.  And  as 
this  title  cannot  be  applied  with  any  propriety  to  the  general 
contents  of  the  volimie,  I  conclude  that  the  prayer  in  question 
was  found  by  Gruter  so  headed,  on  a  separate  dieet;  and  that 
he  placed  it  there  by  itself,  not  knowing  what  particular  piece 
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to  connect  it  with*  The  mannecript  of  Valerius  Termmns 
removes  the  difficulty.  Knowing  as  we  do  the  proper  title  of 
the  two  chapters  above  mentioned,  we  need  not  hesitate  to  con- 
nect the  prayer  with  them,  and  to  place  it  in  front  of  them; 
where,  lliough  very  likely  written  later,  it  was  {nrobably  in- 
tended to  stand. 

So  fiur  I  follow  the  example  of  M.  Bonillet*  Bat  with 
regard  to  two  other  fragments — namely  the  Apharisnd  et 
ContiUa,  and  the  De  InterpreiatUme  Naturm  Sententim  XIL  — 
which  he  has  included  under  the  same  title,  I  find  no  sufficient 
authority  for  his  proceeding.  If  indeed  the  typographical 
arrangement  of  Grater's  Tolume  could  be  trusted  as  a  true  in- 
dication of  the  arrangement  of  the  manuscripts  fit>m  which  he 
printed  it,  we  should  be  obliged  to  condder  the  SetUentuB  XIL 
as  iounediately  connected  with  the  chapter  headed  JVadendi 
Modus  Leffitimus,  and  introductory  to  it.  But  his  book  is  put 
together  with  so  little  care  or  skill  in  that  respect,  and  shows 
so  little  editorial  capacity  of  any  kind,  that  I  do  not  think  any 
such  inference  can  be  safely  drawn*  And  I  see  no  apparent 
connexion  between  the  two  writings  except  such  as  necessarily 
arises  from  their  relation  to  a  common  subject,  and  from  their 
being  both  addressed  to  a  disciple,  or  son. 

With  regard  to  the  date  of  composition,  it  will  be  observed 
that  my  reasons  for  connecting  the  Temparis  Partus  Masculus 
with  the  Valerius  Terminus  and  placing  it  next  in  order  to  the 
Advancement  of  Learning,  apply  only  to  the  first  chapter  and 
the  general  design  as  indicated  in  the  title.  The  second  chiqpter 
may,  for  anything  that  appears,  have  been  added  at  a  much 
later  period.  And  I  am  myself  much  inclined  to  suspect  that 
it  was  not  written  before  the  sununer  of  1608. 

Its  object  is  to  explode  the  various  philosophical  systems  or 
theories  which  had  been  previously  propounded;  being  the 
first  and  principal  part  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Idols  of  the 
Theatre,— «a  part  which,  though  not  directly  noticed  in  the 
Advancement  of  Learning,  assumed  soon  aftiMr  so  prominent  a 
place  in  Bacon's  scheme  that  he  resolved  to  place  it  in  the 
very  front  of  his  battle*  '^  Itaque  primus  imponitur  labor  (he 
says  in  the  Partis  8ecund<B  Delineatio)  ut  omnis  ista  militia 
theoriarum,  que  tantas  dedit  pugnas,  mittatur  ac  relegetur." 
This  primus  labor  is  what  he  here  begins  with.  He  goes  over 
the  same  ground  in  another  paper  entitled  Redargutio  Phihso' 
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phiarwn,  and  agun  in  the  Novum  Organum.  And  upon  a 
comparison  of  the  three^  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  is 
the  earliest  But  besides  its  being  more  crude,  there  is  a 
specific  peculiarity  in  the  stjle  and  manner  of  this  piece  which 
requires  explanation.  All  Bacon's  other  writings  are  marked 
with  the  gentleness  and  modesty  which  are  said  to  have  dis- 
tinguished his  demeanour  and  conversation,  and  which  were  no 
doubt  natural  to  him.  In  those  which  deal  with  the  errors  of 
received  opinions  in  philosophy,  he  is  profuse  even  to  ostenta*- 
lion  in  professions  of  respect  and  deference  for  the  authors  of 
them,  and  in  disclaiming  for  himself  aH  pretensions  to  rivalry  in 
abilities  or  authority.  Here  for  once  he  assumes  a  tone  quite 
different ;  entering  abruptly  into  the  subject  in  a  spirit  of  con- 
temptuous invective,  not  to  call  it  presumptuous  and  insolent, 
of  which  in  all  his  writings,  public  or  private,  I  remember  no 
other  example.  How  is  this  to  be  accounted  for  ?  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  it  was  one  of  those  experiments  which  I  have 
spoken  of  in  my  general  preface  to  the  third  part  of  the  Philo* 
sophical  works,  —  experiments  in  the  art  of  commanding  au- 
diences and  winning  disciples,  —  and  that  the  key  to  the  true 
explanation  of  it  may  be  found  in  a  memorandum  set  down  by 
himself  in  July  1608.  To  assist  his  memory,  and  perhaps  also 
to  excite  his  thoughts,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  jotting  down  in 
conunonplace  books  such  reflexions  and  suggestions  as  occurred 
to  him  on  the  sudden.  These  he  would  review  from  time  to 
time,  and  enter  in  a  fresh  book  such  of  them  as  he  thought  worth 
preserving.  At  the  end  of  July  1608,  the  business  of  term 
being  over  and  a  considerable  accession  to  his  income  having 
just  fiiUen  in,  he  seems  to  have  spent  three  or  four  days  in  this 
occupation, — reviewing  all  his  affairs  in  turn  and  endeavouring 
to  set  the  clock  of  his  life  anew;  and  the  record  of  his  medita- 
tions has  fortunately  been  preserved.  This  is  the  book  to  which 
I  have  already  so  often  referred  by  the  name  of  Commentarius 
Solutus,  and  which  will  be  printed  in  its  place  among  the  Occa« 
sional  Works.  The  notes  which  it  contains,  and  which  are 
evidentiy  set  down  solely  for  his  own  private  memory  and  in- 
struction, refer  to  a  great  variety  of  subjects ;  among  which  the 
progress  of  his  philosophy  has  a  prominent  place.  Of  these  a 
large  proportion  are  in  the  nature  of  queries  and  points  for 
consideration ;  as  for  instance,  what  parts  of  tiie  work  to  pro- 
ceed with  next,  and  how ;  what  persons  to  seek  acquaintance 
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with  for  aflsistaxioe  and  ccM^ntion ;  what  poiiits  to  press  and 
what  opinioiis  to  nourish  and  work  upon^  and  the  like ;  all  set 
down  promiscoooslj  as  thej  oocnrrei  Among  the  rest  I  find 
the  following :  *^  DUcaurnnff  seamfuUy  of  the  1^06(^7  of  the 
Grecians,  with  some  better  re^>ect  to  the  ifigyptianSf  Persians, 
Caldees,  and  the  utmost  antiqnitj,  and  the  mjsteries  of  the 
poets;*'  and  again,  a  little  further  on, ''  Takmg  a  greater  ean- 
fidenee  and  authority  in  cBscourses  of  this  nature,  tanjuam  sui 
eertus  et  de  alto  despieiensJ^ 

Now  putting  these  two  memoranda  t(^ether,  we  see  the 
germ  of  an  idea  which  might  easilj  and  naturallj  lead  to  the 
composition,  as  an  experiment,  of  the  second  chapter  of  the 
Temparis  Partus  Maseulus*  Finding  that  the  simple  proposi- 
tion of  his  views  was  not  winning  converts,  he  had  a  mind  to 
try  what  effect  might  be  produced  hj  putting  them  forward  in 
a  tone  of  confidence  and  superiority,  and  so  threw  his  argument 
into  the  form  in  which  we  have  it  here.  The  idea  was  not 
absurd :  for  it  is  not  less  true  in  speculative  than  in  practical 
matters  that  the  short  way  to  obtain  authority  among  men  is  to 
assume  it  boldly ;  and  the  text  '^  If  a  man  come  in  his  own 
name  him  ye  will  receive,"  though  applied  by  Bacon  to  the 
Aristotelian  philosoi^y  as  contrasted  with  his  own,  has  in  fact 
been  verified  not  less  remarkably  in  himself.  This  first  ex* 
periment  however  he  seems  to  have  regarded  as  a  failure ;  for 
he  soon  after  recast  the  argument  in  another  form,  leaving  out 
all  that  was  scomftil  and  offensive  towards  others,  and  retain- 
ing only  that  tone  of  lofty  confidence  in  the  worth  of  his  own 
speculations  which  grew  naturally  out  of  his  profound  con- 
viction of  their  truth. 

I  have  thought  this  conjecture  of  mine  worth  recording, 
because  if  this  be  the  true  history  of  the  composition  it  gives  it 
a  new  and  peculiar  interest^  and  should  be  taken  along  with  us 
as  we  read.  It  has  however  another  interest  besides,  as  con- 
taining many  opinions  which  Bacon  has  not  expressed  else- 
where ;  and  though  the  nuumer  of  announcing  them  is  affected, 
the  opinions  are  no  doubt  his  own,  —  whatever  be  the  value  of 
them. 

The  notes  to  this  work  are  all  Mr.  Ellis's. 

J.S. 
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8IYB 

INBTAUBATIO  MAGNA  IMPEBn  HUMANI  IN 
UNTVEESUM. 


Ad  Denm  Patrem,  Deom  Verbmn^  Deum  Spiritum^  preces 
fandimas  liumillimas  et  ardentisamaSy  at  hunumi  generie 
iBramnaniiD  memores  et  peregrinatioiua  istiiiB  Tit»  nostne  in 
qua  dies  maloB  et  pancos  terimus,  nova  adlino  refiigeria  e  fonli- 
busbonitatis  8u»  ad  miaerias  nostras  leniendas  aperiant ;  atqne 
illud  insuper^  ne  hnmana  diyinis  officiant^  neve  ex  reaeratione 
▼iarum  Senana  et  accennone  majore  Inminia  Natnralia  aliqnid 
incredulitatia  et  noctia  animia  noatris  erga  divina  mjsteria 
oboriatur ;  sed  potius  ut  ab  Intellectu  a  phantasiis  et  vanitate 
puro  et  repurgato^  et  divinis  oracnlis  nihilominna  aubdito  ef 
proraoa  dedititio^  Fidei  dentnr  qu»  Fidei  aunt; 
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8IVE  D£   INTERFBETATIONE  NATURJB  LIB.  3J 


1.  Perpolitio  et  applicatio  mentis. 

2.  Lumen  Nature ;  seu  formula  Literpretationis. 
8.  Natnra  Sluminata;  sive  Veritas  rerum. 

CAPUT  PBIMUM. 
'     Tradendi  modus  Ugitimtu. 

Bbpebio  (fili)  complures  in  remm  scientia  quam  aibi  videntar 
adepti  vel  proferenda  yel  rursus  oocultanda^  neutiqvam  e  fide 
ana  ac  officio  se  gerere.  Eodem  damno,  licet  culpa  fortasse 
minora^  peccant  et  illi^  qui  probe  quidem  morati  aed  minus 
prudentes  sunt,  nee  artem  ac  praBcepta  tenent  quo  quaeque 
modo  sint  proponenda.  Neque  tamen  de  hac  tradentium  acientiaa 
aive  malignitate  sive  inscitia  querela  est  instituexida.  Sane  si 
rerum  pondera  docendi  imperitia  fregissent^  non  immerito  quia 
indignetur;  rerum  vero  ineptiis  docendi  importunitatem  vel 
jure  deberi  ezistimandum  est  Ego  autem  longe  ab  his  di- 
versus  te  *  impertiturus,  non  ingenii  conunenta,  nee  verborum 
umbras,  nee  religionem  admistam,  nee  observationes  quasdam 
populares,  vel  ezperimenta  queedam  nobilia  in  theoriie  fabulas 
ooncinnata ;  sed  revera  naturam  cum  fetibus  suis  tibi  addicturus 
et  mancipaturus ;  num  videor  digniun  argumentum  prae  manibus 
habere,  quod  tractandi  vel  ambitione  vel  inscitia  vel  vitio  quovis 
poUuam?  Ita  sim  (fili)  itaque  humani  in  universum  imperii 
angustias  nunquam  satis  deploratas  ad  datos  fines  proferam 
(quod  mihi  ex  humanis  solum  in  votis  est)>  ut  tibi  optima  fide, 
atque  ex  altissima  mentis  meas  providentaa,  et  ezploratissimo 
rerum  et  animorum  statu,  hasc  traditurus  sim*  modo  omnium 

■  t.e.  tibritrtM. — J,  8. 

*  te  ought  to  be  tibi,  Buon  perhaps  thought  that  imptrtio,  bdng  here  used  as  a 
verb  of  teaching,  might  govern  an  accusative  of  the  penon.  But  there  seems  to  be 
DO  authority  for  this  construction.  [I  suspect  te  to  be  merely  a  miscopy  for  d.  — /.  S.] 

'  So  in  the  original ;  a  mistake  probably  for  svm.  —  JI  S. 
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maxime  le^timo.  Quis  tandem  (inquies)  est  modus  ille  legi* 
timiis?  Quin  tu  mitte  artea  et  ambages,  rem  exhibe  nudam 
nobis,  ut  judicio  nostro  uti  po^imus.  Atque  utinam  (fill  sua- 
vissime)  eo  loco  sint  res  vestrse,  ut  hoc  fieri  posset  An  tu 
censes,  cum  omnes  omnium  mentium  aditus  ac  meatus  obscuris- 
simis  idolis,  iisque  alte  hsBrenlibus  et  inustis,  obsessi  et  obstructi 
sint,  veris  rerum  et  nativis  radiis  sinceras  et  politas  areas  ad- 
esse  ?  Nova  est  ineunda  ratio,  qua  mentibus  obductissimis  iUabi 
possimus.  Ut  enim  phreneticorum  deliramenta  arte  et  ingenio 
subvertuntur,  vi  et  contentione  efierantur,  omnino  ita  in  hac 
universali  insania  mos  gerendus  est.  Quid  ?  leviores  ilka  con- 
ditiones,  que  ad  legitimum  scientist  tradendae  modum  pertinent, 
an  tibi  tarn  expeditse  et  faciles  videntur  ?  ut  modus  innocens  sit, 
di  est,  nulli  prorsus  errori  ansam  et  occasionem  praebeat?  ut 
vim  quandam  insitam  et  innatam  habeat  tum  ad  fidem  conci- 
liandam,  tum  ad  pellendas  injurias  temporis,  adeo  ut  scientia 
ita  tradita  veluti  planta  vivax  et  y^eta  quotidie  serpat  et  ado* 
lescat?  ut  idoneum  et  legitimum  sibi  lectorem  seponat,  et  quasi 
adoptet?  Atque  hsdc  omnia  prsestiterim  necne,  ad  tempus  futu- 
rum  provoco. 


CAPUT  SECUNDUM. 

Plane  autem  non  dissimulo  (fili)  mihi  quopiam  submovendos 
esse  philosophastros  istos  poetis  ipsis  fabulosiores,  stupratores 
animorum,  rerum  falsarios,  et  multo  etiam  magis  horum  satel- 
lites et  parasites,  professoriam  illam  et  meritoriam  turbam.  Quis 
carmen  prsBit,  ut  hos  ^  oblivioni  devoveam  ?  quod  enim  veritati 
silentium,  si  isti  brutis  suis  et  inarticulatis  rationibus  obstre- 
pant?  Yerum  tutius  forsitan  fuerit  nominatim  eos  damnare,  ne, 
cum  tanta  authoritate  vigeant,  non  nominati  excepti  videantur; 
neve  quis  putet  cum  inter  ipsos  tam  gravia  et  intemecina  exer- 
ceantur  odia  et  tanta  dimicatione  certetur,  me  ad  has  larvarum 
et  umbrarum  pugnas  alteri  parti  velut  subsidio  missum.  Itaque 
citetur  AristQtqles,  pessimus  sophista,  inutili  subtilitate  atto- 
nitus,  verborum  vile  ludibrium.'     Ausus  etiam,  tum* cum  forte 

*  [hoc  In  original.]  The  meaning  of  the  phrase  is,  **  Who  will  repeat  before  me  the 
form  of  words  whereby  I  may  devote  these  persons  to  obliYlon  7"  hoe  being  manifintly 
a  wrong  reading  for  hot.  Compare  Liv.  viiL  9. ;  Agedum  pontlfez  publlcus  populi  R. 
prai  verba  qvibut  me  pro  kgionWut  devoveam. 

'  Compare  what  Bacon  has  himself  said  in  the  Itedargvtb  PhUosaphiarum :  **  Ita- 
VOL.  III.  M  M 
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mens  humana  ad  veritatem  nliquam  casa  <)[uoiHaiii  tanqnam  se- 
cunda  tempeBtate  delata  acquieeceret)  injicere  durifleimas  animis 
compedes,  artemque  quandam  insaniiB  componere,  nosqae  veibis 
addioere.  Quin  et  ex  istiua  sinu  eduoti  nobis  sunt  ac  enutriti 
vaferrimi  illi  nugatores,  qui  oiitn  a  perambnlatione  mundana  ac 
omni  rerum  ac  historisB  luce  se  avertissent^  ex  hujus  maxime 
prseceptorum  et  positionum  ductili  admodum  materia,  et  ingenii 
inquieta  agitatione^  numerofiiBsimaa  scholanim  quisquilias  nobis 
exhibuere.  Iste  autem  horum  Dictator  tanto  illis  accusatior, 
quod  etiam  in  hiBtori»  apertis  versatUB^  subterraneie  alicujus 
speous  opacissima  idola  retulit;  atque  super  ipsam  quidem  hi- 
etoriain  rerum  particularium  quasdam  veluti  operas  aranearum 
extruxity  quae  causas  videri  vult^  cum  sint  nuUius  prorsns  ro- 
boris  vel  pretii.  Quales  etiam  nostra  SBtate  multa  cum  sata- 
gentia  fabricavit  Hieronymus  Cardanus,  uterque  rebus  ao  sibi 
discors.  Ne  vero  (fill)  cum  banc  contra  Aristotelem  sententiam 
fero>  me  cum  rebelle  ejus  quodam  neoterico  Petro  Bamo  con- 
spirasse  augurere.  Nullum  mihi  commercium  cum  hoc  igno- 
rantite  latibulo  ^  pemiciosissima  literarum  tinea^  compendiorum 
patre,  qui  cum  methodi  suae  et  compendii  yinclis  res  torqueat 
et  premat,  res  quidem,  si  qua  fuit>  elabitur  protinus  et  exilit; 
ipse  vero  aridas  et  desertissimas  nugas  stringit.  Atque  Aquinas 
quidem  cum  Scoto  et  sociis  etiam  in  non  rebus  rerum  varieta- 
tem  effinxit,  hie  vero  etiam  in  rebus  non  rerum  solitudinem 
lequavit.  Atque  hoc  hominis  cum  sit,  hiimanos  tamen  usus  in 
ore  habet  impudens,  ut  mihi  etiam  pro  sophistiB  pre^yaricari 
videatur.  Verum  hos  missos  faciamus.  Citetur  jam  et  Plato, 
cavillator  urbanus,  tumidus  poeta,  theologus  mente  captus.  Tu 
certe  dum  rumores  nescio  quos  philosophicos  limares  et  simul 
committeres,  ao  scientiam  dissimulando  simulares,  animosque 
yagis  inductionibus  tentares  et  exsolveres,  vel  literatorum  yel 
civilium  yirorum  conyiviis  sermones,  yel  etiam  sermonibus 
quotidianis  gratiam  et  amorem  subministrare  potuistL  Verum 
cum  yeritatem  human®  mentis  incolam  yeluti  indigenam  nee 
aliunde  commigrantem  mentireris,  animosque  noBtros,  ad  histo- 

que  hos  duos  .viro«,  PlatODem  et  Artfltotelem,  si  quis  Inter  maxima  mortallum  ingenia 
non  nument,  aut  liiiDus  penpldt  aut  minus  equus  est**  ^  There  never  breathed,** 
says  Selden  in  speaking  of  Aristotle,  *'  that  person  to  whom  mankind  was  more  be- 
holden.'* (  Table  TaUk,  §  TnOh)  z  a  statement  which  Is  certainly  much  nearer  the  truth 
than  that  of  the  text   . 

'  From  Ramus  however  Bacon  derived  some  part  of  his  philosophical  terminology  ; 
particularly  his  use  of  the  word  axioma  as  equivalent  to  eHuntiatum,  It  Is  to  be  ob . 
served  that  he  has  mentioned  Ramus's  system,  at  least  a  portion  of  it,  with  commen- 
dation both  in  Vakriui  Terminus  and  in  the  De  Augmentia. 
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riam  et  res  ipsas  nttnquam  satis  applicatos  et  reductos^  aver- 
tereS)  aC  se  dubingreda,  ac  in  suis  csecis  et  confadissimiB  idolis 
Yolutore  contemplatiotiis  tomine  docei^es^  turn  demum  firaudem 
caj)italem  admidsti.  Deiudd  etiam  til  scelere  haud  minote  stul- 
titisB  apotheosin  introdiuddti,  et  irilisdimas  cogitationes  religione 
munire  ausue  ee.  Nam  levius  malttm  e&t,  quod  philologorum 
parens  extitisti)  ac  tuo  ductu  et  auspiciis  plurimi^  ingenii  &ma 
et  cc^itionis  rerum  popular i  et  molli  juounditate  capti  et  con- 
tenti^  severiorem  veri  pervefttigationem  corifiiperunt.  Inter  quos 
fuere  Marcus  Cicero  et  Annseue  Seneca  et  Plutarchus  Chsero- 
neus,  et  oomplures  alii  neutiquafn  his  pares.  Nunc  ad  Medicos 
pergamus.  Video  Ghdenum^  virum  angustissimi  animi^  deser^ 
torem  ezperi^itied,  et  Tanissimum  causatorem.  Tune^  Galene^ 
is  es^  qui  medioorum  inscitiam  et  desidiam  etiatn  infamise  ex- 
imis,  et  in  tuto  collocas^  artis  IbC  officii  eorum  finitor  ignavis^ 
simuH?  qui  tot  morbos  insanabiles  statuendo^  tot  a^grotorum 
capita  proscribis,  horumque  spem^  illorum  industriam  pnecidis  ? 
O  canicula  t  O  pesrtisi  Tu  mistionis  commentum  Haturse  prse- 
n^tiyam  ^ ;  tu  inter  calores  astri  et  ignis  seditionem  avide  arri- 
piens  et  ostentans,  ubique  humonam  potestatem  malitiose  in 
ordinem  redigis^  et  ignorantiam  desperatione  in  setemum  mtinire 
cupis.  Do  indignitati  tuae  ne  te  amplius  morer.  Abducas  etiam 
tecum  licet  socios  tuos  et  foederatos  Arabes,  dispensatoriorum 
conditores^  qui^  pari  cum  cceteris  in  theoriis  amentia^  copiosius 
quidem  e  supinissimiB  coiyeoturis  medicinarum  vulgarlum  pol- 
licita  magis  quam  auxilia  composuere.  Nee  non  cape  comites 
perfunctoriam  Neotericorum  turbam.  Heus  nomenclator,  sug- 
gere.  Atqui  respondet^  ne  dignos  esse  quorum  nomina  teneat 
Sane  ut  inter  hujuscemodi  nugatores  gradus  quoedam  agnosco, 
pessimum  et  absurdissimum  genus  eorum,  qui  methodo  et  acri* 
bologia  universam  artem  comprebendunt,  quibus  vulgo  ob  do* 
cutionem  et  ordinem  appbtuditur ;  qualis  est  Femelius.*   Minus 


*  Galen  oontrasts  Uie  inwardly  formative  power  of  nature  with  tlie  (so  to  spcal;)  ex. 
trfnal  otMrations  of  art,  in  his  treatise  De  Naiurai.  FaemUatilnu,  See  vol.  ii.  p.  82. 
of  Ruhn*s  edition  of  Galen.  He  elsewhere  points  out  the  differences  which  he  con- 
ceives to  exist  between  animal  heat  and  that  of  a  Are ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  he 
speaks  of  the  heterogeneity  of  terrestrial  and  astral  heat  See  his  treatise  De  Ma- 
rasmoy  c.  4. 

*  Fernelius,  who  was  bom  near  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  who  died  in 
1558,  was  physician  to  Henry  IL  He  was  greatly  distinguished  both  as  a  writer  on 
medicine  and  as  a  physician.  He  was  moreover,  notwithstanding  the  contempt  with 
whirJi  he  is  here  mentioned,  well  seen  in  mathematical  and  natural  science,  and  was 
the  first  person  who  in  modem  times  attempted  to  determine  the  magnitude  of  the 

M  M  2 


532  TEMPORIS  PARTUS  MA8CnLn& 

incommodi  sunt,  qui  majorem  obBervationum  et  ezperimen- 
tonim  varietatem  et  proprietatem  ostendunt,  licet  stultiBsimiB 
caufiationibus  dilutam  et  immersam,  ut  Amoldus  de  Villa  Noya, 
et  alii  id  genus.  ^  '  Intueor  ab  altera  parte  oohortem  Chymista- 
rum,  inter  quoB  se  ante  alios  jactat  Paracelsus,  qui  audacia 
meruit  ut  separatim  coerceatur.  Atque  superiores  illi,  quos 
modo  perstrinximus,  mendacia ;  tu  monstra.  Qu«  tu  noyis  Bac- 
chi  oracula  in  meteoricis  fundis,  asmule  Epicuri  ?  *  IQe  tamen 
in  bac  parte  tamquam  indormiscens  et  aliud  agens  opiniones 
▼eluli  sorti  oommittit.  Tu  omni  sorte  stultior  in  absurdissimi 
cujusque  mendacii  verba  jurare  paratus  es.  Yerum  alia  tua 
yideamuB.  Quas  tu  fructuum  elementorum  tuorum  inter  se 
imitationes?  quas  correspondentiaa?  qusB  parallela  somnias,  ido- 
lorum  oonjngator  fanatice  ?  Nam  hominem  scilicet  pantomunum 
eiFecisti.*  Quam  prasclane  autem  sunt  interpunctiones  ills 
qnibus  natune  unitatem  lacerasti,  spedes  nimirum  tua&?  Quare 
fiusilius  Gralenum  fero  elementa  sua  ponderantem,  quam  te 
somnia  tua  omantem.  Ilium  enim  occultsB  rerum  proprietates, 
te  communes  et  promiscuse  qualitates  exagitant.^  Nos  interim 
miseros,  qui  inter  tarn  odiosas  ineptias  degimus  I  Principiorum 
autem  triadem  ^  commentum  baud  ita  prorsus  inutile  et  rebus 

earth.  He  wcmt  to  have  heeo  stngulariy  diligent  in  his  calling  and  in  his  stodlcs ;  and 
it  is  said  that  ivhen  he  was  advised  to  give  himself  more  time  for  repose,  be  would 
make  answer  in  the  words  of  Ovid,  **  Longa  quiescendl  tempora  fhu  dabunt" 

'  Amaldus  de  Villa  NovA  lived  towards  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  oentiuy.  He  was 
an  alchemist,  and  was  accused  of  being  a  magician.  It  Is  said  that  he  professed  me- 
dicine at  Montpellier ;  and  probably  he  took  his  name  from  yiUeneuve,  which  is  not 
Ikr  from  it  Brantome  (De  la  Vue,  &c.)  makes  Baymond  Lully  his  disdple.  Villa 
Mova*s  best  known  work  is  the  commentary  on  the  fi^^Mwii  SamitatU  Schola  Sa- 
lernitmuB  Sir  Alexander  Croke  has  given  some  specimens  of  It  In  his  edition  of  the 
Eesfimen,    It  is  in  some  places  sufficiently  fonciful.    The  line 

Unica  nux  prodest,  nocet  altera,  tertla  mors  est 
of  which  the  real  meaning  seems  plain,  is  made  to  imply  that  the  nutmeg  or  mur 
motekata  is  medldna],  the  walnut  unwholesome,  and  the  nut  or  catch  of  the  cross- 
bow deadly.    In  the  phrase  «  alii  Id  genus**  It  Is  probable  that  a  reference  is  intended 
to  Boger  Bacon. 

'  This  very  obscure  sentence  appears  to  be  oorrupt  It  is  probable  that  novi$  ought 
to  be  movi  or  noviorii.  But  it  is  difficult  with  any  probable  alteration  to  obtain  an 
intelHgible  meaning.     [For  noeis  read  iio6t«  T — J.  S.] 

'  Paraoelsus's  doctrine  of  the  microcosm  is  here  alluded  to.  It  recurs  throughout 
his  writings,  but  is  stated  more  definitely  than  usual  in  the  first  book  of  his  Phi- 
loaophia  Sagas,  IL  p.  632.  of  his  philosophical  writings.  See  the  same  work,  p.  553. 
for  a  statement  of  the  fruits  educed  Ihnn  each  of  the  four  elements  by  the  generating 
power  of  the  sun. 

*  The  meaning  is  that  Galen  seeking  to  explain  the  qualities  of  bodies  by  means  of 
the  qualities  of  the  elements  of  which  the  bodies  are  composed,  lost  sight  of  or  neglected 
all  which  cannot  be  thus  explained ;  whereas  Paracelsus,  by  referring  them  to  the 
specific  and  peculiar  nature  of  the  body,  made  It  Impossible  to  arrive  at  any  general 
conclusion  respecting  them,  since  the  qualities  of  each  body  were  to  him  nitimatf  fectk 

*  Namely  salt,  sul^rtiur,  and  mercury. 
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aliqua  ex  parte  finitimum,  qtmm  importune  inculcat  homo  im- 
posture peritiflsimus  ?  Audi  adhuc  crimina  grayiora.  Tu  divina 
uaturaiibus,  sacris  profana^  fiibulis  hsreseB  miscendo,  veritatem 
(sacrilege  impostor)  tum  humanam  tum  religiosam  poUuisfl 
Tu  lumen  natune  (cujus  sanctissimum  nomen  toiies  impu^ 
ore  usurpas)  non  abscondisti,  ut  Sophists^  sed  exstinxistL 
Illi  ezperientiad  desertores^  tn  proditor.  Tu  evidentiam  re- 
rum  crudam  et  personatam  oontemplationi  ex  prsBscripto 
subjiciens,  et  substantiarum  Proteos  pro  motuum  calculis 
quierens^  scienti»  fontes  corrumpere  et  humanam  mentem 
exuere  conatus  es ;  et  ambages  et  taedia  experimentorum,  qui- 
bus  Sophistao  adyersi,  Empirici  impares  sunt,  novis  et  adsci* 
titiis  auxisti;  tantum  abest  ut  experientisB  reprsesentatiyam 
secutus  sis^  aut  noyeris.  Nee  non  Magorum  hiatus  ubique  pro 
yiribus  amplificasti^  importxmissimas  cogitationes  spe^  spem 
promissis  premens^  imposturss  tum  artifex  tum  opus.  Inyideo 
tibi  (Paracelse)  e  sectatoribus  tuis  unum  Petrum  Seyerinum  *, 
yirum  non  dignum  qui  istis  ineptiis  immoriatur.  Tu  certe, 
Paracelse,  ei  plurimum  debes,  quod  ea  quae  tu  (asinorum  ad- 
optiye)  rudere  consueyeras,  cantu  quodam  et  modulatione,  et 
gratissimo  yocum  discrimine,  jucimda  et  harmonica  effecit,  et 
mendadorum  odia  in  fabellse  oblectamenta  traduxit  Tibi  yero^ 
Seyerine,  yeniam  do,  si  Sophistarum  doctrinam,  non  solum 
operum  effoetam,  yerum  desperationem  ex  professo  captantem 
pertiBsus,  alia  rebus  nostris  labentibus  firmamenta  qu»siyisti« 
Cumque  Paracelsica  ista  se  obtulissent  et  ostentationum  pr»- 
coniis  et  obscuritatis  subterfugiis  et  religionis  affinitatibus  et 
alio  fuco  commendata,  te  in  hos',  non  rerum  fontes  sed  spei 
hiatus,  jactu  quodam  indignationis  dedisti.  Bite  et  ordine 
feceris,  si  ab  ingenii  placitis  ad  natursB  scita  te  transtuleris, 
tibi  non  modo  artem  breyem  sed  et  yitam  longam  porrectura. 
Jam  cttteros  Chymistas  sentenlia  in  Paracelsum  lata  defixos 
cemo  obstupescere.  Agnoscunt  profecto  decreta  sua,  qu»  iste 
magis  promulgayit  quam  posuit,  ac  arrogantia  pro  cautelis 
(hand  plane  ex  antiqua  disciplina)  communiyit :  ubi  sane  magna 
mentiendi  reciprocatione  inter  se  conciliati  largas  ubique  spes 

^  Peter  Severinus  wm  bora  In  IMS  at  Blpen  in  Denmark,  and  died  in  1602.  Neither 
Haller  nor  Sprengel  speak  of  him  as  fkvoumbly  as  Bacon ;  nor  does  he  seem  to  ha^e 
had  any  great  share  of  reputation;  at  least  he  is  not  mentioned  in  the  common 
blognphlcal  dictionaries.  His  only  known  work  is  the  Idea  MedUcinm  Phibuophiemf 
to  which  Bacon  here  refers.    He  is  not  to  be  contomided  with  M.  ^  Severinua. 

•  AoeinotigiiiaL— /.  & 
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OBteatant,  et  per  ezperientuB  quidem  devia  ysf^,  vpi  qundam 
utilia,  oiflu  non  duotu^  quandoque  impingontar.  In  theoriia 
vero  iitdem*  ab  arte  sua  (utpote  fomaoifl  dkcipuli)  nen  recesae* 
runt.  Yenun  ut  delicatus  ille  adoleacentuluB,  cum  acalmum 
m  littore  reperisaet,  nayem  fedificare  ooncupivit;  ila  oarbo* 
narii  iati  ex  pauculiB  distillatiouum  experimentb  philoaophiam 
condere  aggresBi  sunt^  ubique  istiB  Beparatkmum  et  libemtbnum 
abaentiflfliBUB*  idcliB  obnoxiam.  Nee  hoB  tamen  ubo  ordine 
omueB  babeo.  Siquidem  utile  genuB  eonun  est,  qui  de  theonis 
non  admodum  sollicitij  mechanica  quadam  Bubtilitate  rerum 
inyentarum  extensiones  prebenduut ;  qualia  est  Baoon.*  See* 
leratum  et  sacrum  eorum,  qui  undique  theoriis  suis  plausus 
oonquirunt,  ambientibus  etiam  et  pro  iis  supplicaatibaB  reli- 
gione,  spe,  et  impostura.  Talis  est  Isaac  Hollandus  \  et  turb» 
ChjmiBtarum  pars  longe  maxima.  Age  citetur  jam  Hij^n)- 
orates,  antiquitatis  creatura  et  annoruip  venditor.  In  oujus 
viii  authoritatem  cum  Galenus  et  Paracelsus  magno  uterque 
studio,  velut  in  umbram  aaini,  se  recipere  oontendat,  quia  non 
cacfainnum  tollat?  Atque  iste  homo  oerte  in  experientia 
obtutu  perpetuo  hterere  videtur,  venun  oculis  non  natan* 
tibus  et  anquirentibus,  sed  stupidis  et  resolutiB.  Deinde  a 
stupore  yiau  parum  recoUeeto,  idda  quaadam,  non  immania 
quid^n  iUa  theorianun,  sed  elegantiora  ista  quaa  superficiem 
UatoriaBi  eircumatant,  excipit ;  quibua  hauatis  tumens  et  semiso* 
phistm  et  brevitate  (de  illius  aatatis  more)  teotus,  oraoula  demum 
(ut  his  placet)  pandit,  quorum  ii  se  interpretes  haberi  am- 
biunt;  cum  revera  nihil  aliud  agat,  quam  aut  soplusdca  qu»^ 

>  So  in  origioaL    qa.  iidem  ?-*/.  S,  *  So  In  ortglna],  --/.  S, 

*  Roger  Bacon,  whom  hto  namesake  tias  here  m  ftUntly  pfatoed,  was  beyond  all 
doubt  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  the  age  In  whiok  lie  lived.  He  was  bam  fa  1S14 
at  Ilchester.  and  died  in  1292  or  1204.  One  of  the  moat  remnrkaWc  drpmnitaooet 
connected  with  him  ia  the  influence  which  a  passage  In  the  Opu*  Maju$  exercised  on 
Cohnnbns,  who  perhava  had  neyer  heard  of  him.  Fetes  de  AHiaflo,  wluiae  Jma^ 
Mundi  was  compiled  in  1410,  transcribed  almost  literally,  but  without  a^ovledgment, 
from  Roger  Bacon  a  passage  (containing  quotations  in  Ihyour  of  the  possibility  of 
reaching  India  by  sailing  westward,  firom  Aristotle,  Flikoy»  and  9eneca)  which  aeema  to 
have  made  a  profound  impression  on  Columbus ;  who,  as  Humboldt  remarks^  was 
fkmiliar  with  the  Imago  Mundi»  Compare  the  three  passages  ;  viz.  the  passage  In  the 
Optu  Mtgui,  that  in  the  imago  Mumdh  and  that  contained  in  the  letter  which  Cf- 
lumbus  wrote  to  Ferdinand  and  Isabelbi  from  Haiti,  given  by  Humboldt,  voL  i,  p.  66. 
of  his  Examen  Critique  de  VHigtoire  de  la  Giographie. 

«  Very  Uttle  U  known  of  Isaac  HoUandus.  He  i»  said  by  Snerthis  {Aihena  Bei^ 
gitM)  to  have  been  a  native  of  the  Netherlands,  and  to  have  published  in  ISSS  a  woric 
entitled  '*  Abdita  qutedam  de  Opere  Aniroali  et  Vegetablli."  But  Sprengel  speaks  of 
Isaac  Hollandus  as  one  of  the  precursore  of  ParAcelsus.  There  is  also  a  John  Isaao^ 
said  CO  be  a  son  of  isaac*s.  See  Sprengel  Hiat  Medic  UL  270.  I  hav«  not  eeen  AdaraK 
to  whum  Sprengel  refers. 
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dam  per  abruptas  et  Buspeiuas  sententiae  tradeiiB  redargutioni 
subducat^  ant  ruatioomm  obseryationes  superoilio  donet  At- 
que  ad  hujus  quidem  viri  inetituta^  non  tarn  improba  quam 
inutilia,  proximo  (ut  etiam  vulgo  creditur)  acoedit  Cornelius 
Cekus;  sed  intentior  aophista,.  et  histori®  modifioato  magis 
obstrictos,  idem  moralem  moderationem  acientiie  progressibus 
aspeigens,  et  errorum  extrema  amputans^  non  prima  eyeUens. 
Atque  de  istia  Terissima  quidem  hsoc  sunt.  Nunc  autem  scifi- 
dtantem  te  audio  (fili)  an  non  forte  deteriora,  ut  fit,  voluere ; 
praeaertim  cum  status  scienti®  sit  semper  fere  democraticus  ? 
An  non  tempus  veluti  flumen  levia  et  inflata  ad  nos  devexit, 
Bolida  et  gravia  demersit?  Quid  yeteres  illi  yeritatis  inqui- 
sitores  Heraditus,  Democritus,  Pythagoras,  Anaxagoras,  Em- 
pedocles,  et  alii,  alienis  non  propriis  scriptis  noti?  Quid 
denique  de  silentio  et  secretis  antiquitatis  statuis?  Ego  (fili) 
ui  tibi  (ex  more  meo,  id  est  usu  tuo)  respondeam,  antiquitatis 
fragmentum  unum  aut  alteram  (inyentorum  dico  non  librorum) 
agnosco :  idque  ipsiun  tamen  magis  ut  diligenti»  et  ingenuitatis 
specimen,  quam  scientiie  authoris.  De  iis  yero  rebus,  quse  cum 
yestigiis  suis  aufugere,  si  innuerem  laboriosa  esse  ista  con- 
jecturarum  aucupia,  nee  consentaneum  me  utilitates  in  poate* 
rum  humano  generi  parantem  ad  antiquitatis  philologiam  retro- 
gredi,  sat  acio  pro  modeatia  tua  acquiesoerea.  Teruntamen  ut 
perspicere  poasia  quam  rea  prwaentea  biirontea  yatea  aint,  quam- 
que  et  futuraa  et  prateritaa  coram  aiatant,  decreyi  utriuaque 
temporia  tabulia  (quae  non  tantum  aoientitt  decuraua  et  fluxus, 
aed  et  alioa  rerum  proyiaua  complectantur)  tibi  gratificari* 
Neque  tu  hoc  quale  ait  (antequam  yideaa)  augurere;  non  enim 
cadit  in  te  yera  bujuace  rei  antidpatio;  nee  ai  minua  ad  manua 
tuaa  yeniat,  requiras.  Oratificor  enim  (inquam)  quibuadam  yes- 
trum  bac  in  re  (fili)  et  deUcatioribua  apiritua  concilio.  Omnino 
acientia  ex  natursa  lumine  petenda,  non  ex  antiquitatis  obacuri- 
tate  repetenda  eat.  Nee  refert  quid  factum  fuerit ;  illud  yiden- 
dum,  quid  fieri  poaait.  An  tu,  si  regnum  tibi  armis  et  yictori 
bello  aubjttgatum  traderetur,  quieationea  necterea  utrum  ma- 
jores  tui  illud  tenuerint  necne,  et  genealogiarum  ramores  soli- 
citares  ?  Atque  hsac  de  antiquitatis  penetralibus  dicta  sunt. 
De  istis  yero  sectarum  ducibus,  quos  nominasti,  et  compluri- 
bus  aliis  id  genus,  facilis  sententia  est.  Errori  yarietas,  yeri- 
tati  unitaa  competit,  Ac  nisi  temporum  politias  et  proyisus 
ejusmodi  ingeniorum  peregrinationibus  adyersiores  extitissent, 
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malt»  etiam  alie  erromm  one  ftiifleent  peragratie.  Immeii- 
8um  enim  pelagus  yeritatis  insulam  circumluit ;  et  Bupersunt 
adhuc  noYie  yentorum  idolonim  injuri«  et  dtsjectiones.  Quin- 
etiam  nudiustertius  Bemardinns  Telesius  scenam  conscendlt, 
et  fabulam  noyam  egit»  nee  plausu  celebrem,  nee  argumento 
el^antem.  An  non  yide8(fili)  turn  eoeentricorum  et  epicyclorum 
ingeniatoresy  turn  teme  aurigas,  «qna  et  ancipiti  phasnomenorum 
adyoeatione  gaudere?  ProrsuB  ita  et  in  nniyersalibus  theoriie  fit. 
Nam  yeluti  si  quia  lingua  tantum  yemacula  uti  sciens  (adyerte, 
fill,  nam  simile  est  admodum)  scripturam  ignoti  sermonis  capiat, 
ubi  paucula  quftdam  yerba  sparsim  obseryans  suie  lingusB  yocabu- 
lis  sono  et  Uteris  finitima,  ilia  quidem  statim  ac  fidenter  ejusdem 
esse  significationis  ponit  (licet  ab  ea  sspius  lougissime  rece- 
dant),  postea  ex  iis  inyicem  coUatis  reliquum  orationis  sensum 
multo  ingenii  labore,  sed  et  multa  libertate,  diyinat ;  omnino 
tales  et  isti  natune  interpretes  inyeniuntur.  Nam  idola  quisque 
sua  (non  jam  scense  dico,  sed  pra^pue  fori  et  specus  ^),  yeluti 
linguas  yemaculas  diyersas,  ad  historiam  afierentes,  confestim 
quoe  simile  aliquid  sonant  arripiunt;  cadtera  ex  horum  symme- 
tria  interpretantur.  Atque  jam  tempus  est  (fili)  ut  nos  re- 
cipiamus  et  expiemus,  utpote  qui  tam  profana  et  polluta  (licet 
importandi*  animo)  attrectayerimus.  Ego  yero  adyersus  istos 
omnes  minora  quam  pro  ipsorum  sonlissimo  reatu  dixi.  Tu 
tamen  fortasse  minus  istam  redargutionem  intelligis.  Nam  pro 
certo  habeas  (fili)  sententias  istas  quas  adyersus  istos  tuli,  nihil 
minus  esse  quam  oontumeliam.  Ego  enim  non  ut  Yelleius 
apud  Ciceronem,  declamator  et  philologus  opiniones  cursim 
perstringens,  et  magb  abjidens  quam  frangens ;  yel  ut  Agrippa, 
neotericus  homo,  in  istiusmodi  sermone  ne  nominandus  quidem, 
sed  triyialis  scurra,  et  singula  distorquens  et  lusui  propinans  (me 
miserum,  qui  hominum  defectu  cum  brutis  me  conferre  necesse 
habeam  ly ;  ita  me  gessL     Yerum  sub  maledicti  yelo  miras  ac- 

'  Only  tbiee  species  of  idols  are  here  noticed  ^  that  of  the  tribe  being  omitted.  In 
the  Advancement  of  Learning  three  kinds  of  idob  are  mentioned,  but  not  by  name.  It 
seems  however  as  if  the  third  kind  includes  two  of  the  species  mentioned  in  the 
Novum  Organum ;  namely  the  idols  of  the  forum,  and  those  of  the  theatre.  In  Va- 
leriua  Terminue  fbur  kinds  of  idols  are  mentioned :  those  here  and  subsequently  call^ 
idols  of  the  (brum  being  there  called  idols  of  the  palace. 

'  improbasuU  ? 

'  Of  Cornelius  Agrippa,  thus  contemptuously  condemned,  Jocher's  Judgement  is 
**  Er  war  eln  aufirichtlger,  unerachrockener  und  grossmiithiger  Mann.  Seine  Natur- 
gaben  waren  gans  besonder,  und  seine  Er&hrenhcit  in  alien  Wissenachaften  un- 
gemein."  He  was  bom  at  Ccdogne  in  1 488,  and  died  in  1535.  His  best  known  work 
is  the  treatise  2>e  Ineertndine  et  Fanitate  Seientiantm  from  which  Bacon  has  apparently 
borrowed,  though  nui  Uu^cly,  in  the  Adouuctmeni  of  Learning. 
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cufiationum  animas,  et  singalari  artificio  in  singula  fere  verba 
contractas  et  reductaBj  et  exquisitiBsima  oculi  acie  in  ipsa 
criminum  ulcera  directas  et  vibratas,  postmodum  respiciens 
videbis.  Atque  cum  isti  criminibus  et  reatu  yalde  inter  se 
mixti  et  implicati  forent^  tamen  einguloB  indidis  maxime  pro- 
priiSj  iifldem  autem  capitalibas,  reos  fed*  Mens  enim  humana 
(fili)  rerum  incursibus  et  observationibns  turgida  varias  ad- 
modum  errorum  species  molitur  et  educit.  Aristoteles  vero 
velut  nnins  est  speciei  planta  procerior,  sic  et  Plato,  et  alii 
deinceps.  At  confiitationes  particulares  reqniris.  Nsb  iUud 
peccatum  fuerit  lurgiter  in  hnmani  generis  fartunam  auream, 
pignus  imperii,  si  ego  ad  nmbrarum  fiigacissimaram  insecu- 
tionem  deflecterem.  Unum  (fili)  in  medio  ponendum  est  yen* 
tatis  lumen  clarum  et  radiosum,  quod  omnia  coUustret,  et 
errores  universos  momento  dispellat  Non  infirmi  quidam  et 
pallidi  lychni  ad  singulos  errorum  et  mendaciorum  angulos 
et'  sinus  circumferendi  sunt.  Quare  quod  petebas  detestare 
(fili),  nam  profanum  est  valde.  Subinde  vero  interrogantem  te 
audio:  num  quse  isti  universi  asseruerunt,  omnia  prorsus  yana 
et  falsa  fuere  ?  Atqui  (fili)  infelicitatem  jam  narras,  eamque 
prodigiosam  non  ignorantiam.  Nemo  enim  non  quandoque  in 
aliquod  verum  impingitur.  Heraditum,  cum  scientiam  ab 
hominibus  in  mundis  privatis,  non  in  mundo  commimi,  qu»- 
sitam  diceret,  bene  in  philosophiie  introitu  litasse  yideo.^  De- 
mocritum,  cum  natur»  immensam  yarietatem  et  infinitam 
successionem  tribuens,  se  e  r^one  sisteret  c»terorum  fere 
philosophorum,  sectdartiaiibus  deditissimorum,  et  mancipiorum 
consuetudinis,  et  hao  oppositione  utrumque  mendacium  in  se 
coUidendo  perderet,  et  yeritati  inter  extrema  yiam  quandam 
aperiret,  non  infeliciter  philoeophatum  esse  repute.  Pythagore 
numeros  etiam  boni  ominis  loco  pono.  Dindamum  Indum 
quod  morem  Antiphydn  dixerit,  laudo.'  Quin  et  Epicurum 
adyersus  causarum  (ut  loquuntur)  per  intentiones  et  fines  ex- 
plicationem  disputantem,  licet  pueriliter  et  philologe,  tamen 
non  inyitus  audio.  Etiam  Pyrrhonem  et  Academicos  vadl- 
lantes,  et  e  lintre  loquentes,  et  erga  idola  se  gerentes  yeluti 
amatores  quosdam  morosos  (qui  amasios  suos  semper  probris 
affidunt,  nunquam  deserunt),  animi  et  hilaritatis  gratia  adhibeo. 
Nee  immerito ;  casteros  enim  idola  prorsum  agunt,  hos  vero  in 

>  yoL  I.  p.  631.  note  4.  •  yoL  I.  p.  460.  note  2, 
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orbem ;  quod  jocoeius  eat  Deniquo  Panusekum  et  Severinum 
cum  tantio.  dbmoribiw  hominea  ad  experientiie  suggeatum 
QOUYOoauty  prsoonaa  mihi  ezopto.^  Quid  igitur  ?  Num  veritatia 
compotea  iati  ?  Nihilo  minua.  £t  ruatioorum  (fili)  proverbia 
nonnuUa  appoute  ad  yeritatem  dieuntur.  Sua  roatro  ai  forte 
humi  A  literam  impreaaority  uum  propterea  auspioabere  in- 
tegram  trag«adiam»  yaluti  litenun  unam,  ab  ea  posae  deacribi  ? 
Longe  alia  aat  ratio  (fili)  veritatia  quie  eat  ex  acientiaa  analogia, 
alia  qu»  ez  idoli  aectione  enuntiatur.'  Ula  conataaa  et  quota 
gemiua,  hsec  diacora  et  aolitaria.  Quod  etiam  in  operibua  fit 
Pulria  tormentorum  ai  ductu,  non  caau  (ut  loquuntur)  et  im* 
pactu  inventom  fuiaaet  non  aolitarium,  aed  cum  multa  inven* 
torum  nobilium  (qu«  aub  eundem  meridianum  cadunt)  fre- 
quentia  prodiiaaet.  Sic  et  alia,  turn  opera  turn  poaita.  Quare 
moneoy  ai  forte  idolum  aliquod  alicujua  iatorum  meam  (id  eat, 
rerum)  veritatem  aliquo  in  puncto  aecuerit,  noli  aut  de  iia 
majora^  aut  de  me  inferiora  cogitare»  cum  satia  appareat  ex 
reliquorum  ignoratione  ipsa  ilia,  non  ex  8cienti»  analogia,  eoa 
dixiase.  Adhuc  inataa  (fili)  num  ergo  universaa  iatorum  ohartaa 
thuri  et  odoribua  amicula  fieri  jubeo*?  Non  illud  dixerim. 
Manet  enim  pauliaper  aliquia  eorum  uaua,  tenuia  quidem  et 
anguatua,  et  longe  alius  quam  in  quem  deatinato  erant  ac 
nunc  uaurpantur,  aed  tamen  aliquia.  Adde  et  aliaa  multaa 
chartaa  illb  celebritate  obecuriorea,  usu  prssatantiorea  eaae. 
Ariatotelia  et  Platonia  moralia  plerique  mirantnr;  sed  Taoitna 
magia  vivaa  morum  obaerrationea  apirat  Verum  quss  tandem 
utilitaa  ex  diartia  capi  poaait,  quteque  ali»  aliia  utilitate  ante^ 
cedanty  qu»que  minima  para  aint  ob^rtarum  munera,  eorum 
qu»  ad  interpretationem  natur»  conferunt,  eno  Ipoo  dicetur. 
Poetremo  (fili)  ita  te  quaerentem  audio :  num  tu  te  in  iatorum 
omnium  locum  aufficia?  Beapondebo,  atque  id  [non]  diaalmu- 
lanter,  et  ex  intimo  aenau  meo.  Ego  (fili  auaviaaime)  tibi 
aanotum,  caatum,  et  legitimum  connubium  eum  rebua  ipaia 

1  To  t]U«  «Q«iewluit  f  bort  Ibt  of  thinat  which  be  could  ooiwQeBd»  Bacon  might  bB?e 
added  the  motto  which  m  Cbloese  phlloeopher  put  up  in  bit  libnuy  —  **  Fel,  Fel :  ^ 
••  Reject  what  is  ftOie; "  by  which  he  meant  to  imply  that  the  rejection  of  what  to 
ftlw  is  a  better  road  to  knowleda«  than  *<  She,  abe**— or  the  direct  aseertion  of  what 
is  true ;  Bacon's  own  method  being  based  as  he  often  saya  on  ne^tion  and  exclusion* 
The  nan*  of  this  Chinese  philosopher  was  Ngheou-Tang-Sleott.  See  Premare,  Notitia 
lilngttSB  6inic9»  p.  203. 

'  That  is,  I  believe,  *<  in  cases  in  which  the  fkntastlcal  hypothesis,  idolum,  cuts  in 
upon  or  InterMCts  (secat)  the  truth. 

*  >&cs  in  the  original.— J.  S. 
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firmabo.  Ex  qua  oonsuetudine  (supra  omma  epithalamiorum 
Yota)  beatissimam  prolem  vere  Heroum  (qui  infinitas  faumauas 
necessitates,  ommbus  gigantibus,  monstris,  et  tyrannis  exitio- 
siores,  subacturi  sunt,  et  rebus  ye^tris  placidam  et  festam 
securitatem  et  copiam  conciliaturi)  suscipies.  Ego  yero(fiIi) 
si  te  jamjam  animo  ab  idoUs  nou  repurgato  vertiginosis  ex- 
perientisd  ambagibus  committerem^  ii»  tu  ducem  cito  deside- 
rares.  Idola  autem  exuere  simplici  prsecepto  meo  sine  rerum 
notitia,  ne,  si  velles  mazime,  posses.  In  tabulis  nisi  priora 
deleveris,  non  alia  inscripseris.  In  mente  contra:  nisi  alia 
inscripseris,  non  priora  deleveris.  Atque  ut  hoc  fieri  posset 
ut  idola  hospitU  exueres,  tamen  periculum  omnino  est  ut  ab 
tdolis  viiB  non  initiatus  obruare.  Nimis  duci  assuevisti.  Etiam 
Bomie,  firmata  semel  tyrannide,  semper  postea  sacramentum  in 
senatns  populique  Komani  nomen  irritum  fuit*  Confide  (fili)> 
et  da  te  mibi,  ut  te  tibi  reddfun. 
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Among  the  pieces  collected  by  Oruter  under  the  title  Impetus 
Philosophici,  the  first  is  entitled  Indicia  vera  de  Interpretatiane 
Natures.  It  consists  of  the  preface  to  the  Novum  Organum 
(^Qui  de  naturd  tanquam  de  re  ensploratA  ^c.)  which  has  already 
been  printed  Vol.  I.  p.  1 1 5. ;  the  Partis  secund^  delineatio  et  Argu- 
mentum  ;  and  a  small  portion  of  the  ttedargutio  Philosophiarum; 
all  three  printed  consecutively  under  the  same  general  heading, 
as  if  they  had  been  found  together  in  the  original  manuscript 
and  formed  one  composition.  The  last  (which  has  no  separate 
heading,  but  is  printed  as  if  it  were  a  part  of  the  Delineatio) 
breaks  off  abruptly.  But  a  manuscript  discovered  by  Robert 
Stephens  among  Lord  Oxford's  collections,  and  now  in  the 
British  Museum*,  enables  us  to  complete  it,  and  supplies  the 
title.  That  it  is  the  same  writing  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  for 
the  first  three  or  four  pages  of  the  manuscript  are  identical,  or 
nearly  so,  with  the  last  three  or  four  printed  by  Gh^ter,  and 
the  whole  fits  perfectly  into  its  place. 

The  Delineatio  is  a  sketch  of  the  plan  of  the  Novum  Organum^ 
as  then  designed ;  and  is  interesting  for  three  reasons.  First, 
it  contains  the  earliest  intimation  of  the  entire  scheme  of  the 
Instauratio  Magna ;  which  Bacon  had  already  resolved  to  dis- 
tribute into  six  parts :  the  second  to  treat  of  the  art  of  inter- 
pretation ;  the  third,  fourth,  and  sixth  to  exhibit  the  results  of 
the  art  applied ;  and  the  fifth  to  be  provisional,  consisting  of 
anticipations  arrived  at  by  the  ordinary  method,  which  were 
afterwards  to  be  verified  by  the  true  method.  All  which  agrees 
exactly  with  the  design  ultimately  developed  in  the  Distributto 
Operis.    Of  the  first  part  he  says  nothing ;  perhaps  because, 

>  Harl.  MSS.  6855. 
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though  he  had  determined  to  introdace  into  it  the  sabstance  of 
the  Advancement  of  Learning »  he  had  not  yet  settled  the  fonn; 
and  this  again  agrees  very  well  with  my  conjecture  as  to  the 
history  of  the  De  Augmends.  Secondly,  it  marks  a  stage  in 
the  development  of  Bacon's  philosophical  theory:  by  com- 
paring it  with  the  Valeriue  Terminus^  the  Cagitata  et  Visa,  and 
the  Novum  Organum,  we  learn  something  as  to  the  changes  which 
his  design  underwent  as  he  worked  it  out  (see  Mr.  Ellis's  Gre- 
neral  Preface,  YoL  L  p.  39.,  and  Preface  to  Novum  Organum, 
p.  79.).  Thirdly,  though  it  was  afterwards  superseded  by  that 
portion  of  the  DistribuHo  Operis  which  describes  the  contents 
of  the  second  part  of  the  Instauraiio,  it  is  in  some  places  more 
full  and  particular,  and  the  description  of  the  Ministratio  ad 
Rationem  adds  something  to  what  we  otherwise  know  concern- 
ing those  parts  of  the  inductive  process  which  were  to  have 
been  developed  in  the  third  book  of  the  Novum  Organum. 

As  to  the  time  when  it  was  composed,  Mr.  Ellis  has  shown 
in  his  preface  to  the  Novum  Organum  that  it  must  have  been 
written  before  the  Cogitata  et  Visa,  and  as  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  was  written  after  the  Advancement  of  Learning 
and  the  Valerius  Terminus,  it  may  be  referred  with  tolerable 
confidence  to  the  year  1606  or  1607. 

According  to  the  plan  sketched  out  in  it,  the  work  was  to 
begin  with  an  attempt  to  dear  the  mind  from  impressions  de- 
rived from  the  philosophical  theories  then  extant  and  received ; 
and  with  this  accordingly,  the  sketch  of  the  plan  being  com- 
pleted, the  work  itself  begins.  The  Redargutio  Philosophiarum 
which  follows  may  in  fact  be  considered  as  the  first  chapter  of 
the  second  part  of  the  Instauratio,  as  it  was  then  designed.  I 
therefore  print  them  together.  I  would  not  however  be  under- 
stood to  Imply  thereby  that  they  were  composed  at  the  same 
time.  The  arguments  which  convince  Mr.  Ellis  that  the  Deli-- 
neatio  was  written  before  the  Cogitata  et  Visa  apply  to  the 
Delineatio  only.  The  Redargutio,  like  the  second  chapter  of 
the  Temporis  Partus  Masculus,  may  have  been  composed  at  a 
much  later  period  than  the  work  of  which  it  was  nevertheless 
meant  to  form  a  part;  and  while  the  internal  evidence  proves 
almost  conclusively  that  that  second  chapter  was  .an  earlier  form 
of  the  Redargutio  than  this,  there  is  a  piece  of  external  evidence 
which  strongly  inclines  me  to  think  that  the  idea  out  of  which 
they  both  grew  occurred  to  Bacon  about  the  same  time. 
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In  my  g^ieral  preface  to  the  third  part  of  the  PhiloBophical 
works  I  have  spoken  of  the  difficulty  which  Bacon  found  or 
apprehended  about  this  time  in  obtaining  an  audience  for  his 
views,  and  the  various  devices  which  he  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  overcoming  or  avoiding  them.  In  my  preface  to  the 
Temporis  Partus  Masculus  I  have  endeavoured  to  account  for 
the  tone  of  arrogance  assumed  in  the  second  chapter,  by  sup- 
posing it  to  have  been  an  experiment  of  that  kind ;  and  I  have 
quoted  two  entries  firom  the  Commentarius  Solutus,  as  suggest- 
ing a  possible  and  I  think  not  improbable  explanation  of  it.  I 
shall  now  quote,  in  connexion  with  this  much  improved  edition 
of  the  same  argument,  the  entire  page  in  which  one  of  those 
entries  occurs.  The  date  is  July  26,  1608  ;  and  the  notes  run 
thus: 

*'  Ordinary  discourse  of  plus  ultra  in  sciences,  as  well  the 
intellectual  globe  as  the  material,  illustrated  by  discovery  in 
our  age. 

'*  Discoursing  scornfully  of  the  philosophy  of  the  Grecians, 
with  some  better  respect  to  the  Egyptians,  Persians,  Caldees, 
and  the  utmost  antiquity,  and  the  mysteries  of  the  poets. 

*'  Comparing  the  case  with  that  which  Livy  sayeth  of  Alex- 
ander, Nil  aliud  quam  bene  ausus  vana  contemnere. 

''  Qu.  of  an  oration  ad  filios ;  delightful,  sublime,  and  mixed 
with  elegancy,  affection,  novelty  of  conceit  and  yet  sensible, 
and  superstition. 

"  To  consider  what  opinions  are  fit  to  nourish  tanquam 
ansaB,  and  so  to  grift  the  new  upon  the  old,  ut  religiones  solent. 

^'  Ordinary  course  of  incompetency  of  reason  for  natural 
philosophy  and  invention  of  works,  a  pretty  device  to  buy  and 
sell  with :  Aditus  non  nisi  sub  persona  infantis." 

Now  if  the  tenor  of  these  notes,  especially  the  fourth,  be  com- 
pared with  the  noble  oration  supposed  to  be  addressed  to  the 
assembled  sages  of  Paris  in  the  Redargutio  Philosophiarum,  the 
coonexion  will  appear  close  enough,  I  think,  to  justify  us  in  con- 
cluding that  it  was  composed  after  July  1608 ;  and  this  would 
accord  very  well  with  M.  Bouillet's  conjecture  that  this  was 
the  manuscript  sent  by  Bacon  to  Tobie  Matthew  in  a  letter 
dated  October  10, 1609,  and  alluded  to  in  the  following  passage: 
^*  I  send  you  at  this  time  the  only  part  which  hath  any  harsh- 
ness. And  yet  I  framed  to  myself  an  opinion  that  whosoever 
iallowed  w^U  of  that  preface  which  you  so  much  commend, 
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will  not  dislike,  or  at  least  ought  not  to  dislike,  this  other 
speech  of  preparation.  For  it  is  written  out  of  the  same  spirit 
and  out  of  the  same  necessity.  Nay  it  doth  more  fully  lay  open 
that  the  question  between  me  and  the  ancients  is  not  of  the 
virtue  of  the  race,  but  of  the  rightness  of  the  way.  And  to 
speak  truth,  it  is  to  the  other  but  as  palma  to  pugnus  —  part  of 
the  same  thing,  more  large." 

Of  the  matter  of  the  oration  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  any- 
thing, since  it  is  all  to  be  found  either  in  the  prefaces  to  the 
Novum  Organum^  or  in  the  aphorisms  of  the  first  book.  The 
form  is  peculiar  to  this  composition,  which  exhibits  as  perfect 
a  specimen  as  we  have  of  Bacon's  power  as  an  artist  and  an 
orator. 

I  have  taken  the  text  from  the  manuscript  (which  has  been 
revised  and  corrected  throughout  by  Bacon  himself,  and  some 
sentences  added  between  the  lines  or  in  the  nuurgin),  except  in 
the  part  which  has  been  printed  by.Gruter,  and  which  appears 
to  hare  been  taken  from  a  corrected  copy.  For  as  I  find  that 
all  the  alterations  made  by  Bacon  in  the  manuscript,  with  only 
one  exception,  are  contained  in  Gruter's  copy,  I  infer  that  the 
differences  between  the  two  are  due  to  further  alterations  made 
subsequently,  and  that  the  manuscript  which  Gruter  had  was 
the  be^nning  of  a  fair  transcript  of  later  date.  I  have  however 
given  the  readings  of  the  Harleian  manuscript  in  the  notes :  so 
that  on  this  point  the  reader  may  judge  for  himself. 

J.  S. 
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Memobes  autem  inetituti  nostril  omnia  perspicue  proponemus, 
atque  ordine  non  perturbato.  Pateat  itaque  hujus  partis  de* 
Btinatio  et  diatributio.  Destinatur  huic  parti  doctrina  de  meliore 
ac  perfectiore  usu  ratioiuB  quam  hucusque  hominibus  sit  cogni- 
tus  aut  monstratus ;  eo  consilio^  ut  per  hoo  intellectus  humanus 
(quantum  conditio  mortalitatis  recipit)  exaltetur^  et  facultate 
amplificetur  ad  naturae  obscuritatem  yincendam  et  interpre- 
tandam.  Namque  ipsi  Interpretation!  Natur»  attribuuntur 
libri  tres;  tertius,  quartus,  et  seztus;  siquidem  quintus,  qui 
ez  Anticipationibus  est  secundum  usum  rationis  communem, 
ad  tempus  tantum  sumitur,  et  deinceps^  postquam  figi  coeperit 
atque  ex  usu  rationis  legitime  yerificari,  et  transfertur  et  com- 
migrat  in  sextum.  Huic  yero  libro  secundo  committitur  In- 
tellectus ipse  ejusque  cura  et  regimen^  omnisque  apparatus 
atque  instructio  ad  yeram  rationis  administrationem  conducens 
describitur.  Atque  licet  nomen  ipsum  Logicss^  sive  Dialecticae, 
propter  deprayationes  apud  nos  ingratum  fere  sonet,  tamen  ut 
homines  per  consueta  tanquam  manu  ducamus^  est  certe  ars  ea 
quam  adducimus  ex  genere  Logicse,  quae  et  ipsa  (yulgaris  in- 
quam)  auxilia  et  praesidia  intellectui  parat  et  molitur.  Difiert 
autem  nostra  a  Logica  yulgari^  tum  aliis  rebus,  tum  praecipue 
tribus ;  yidelicet  initiis  inquirendi,  ordine  demonstrandi,  atque 
fine  et  officio.  Nam  et  inquisitionis  initium  altius  sumit,  ea 
subjiciendo  examini  quae  logica  yulgaris  yeluti  ex  fide  aliena 
et  authoritate  caeca  recipit;  principia,  notiones  primas,  atque 
ipsas  informationes  sensus;  et  ordinem  demonstrandi  plane 
inyertit,  propositiones  et  axiomata  ab  historia  et  particularibus 
ad  generalia  per  scalam  adscensoriam  continenter  subyebendo 
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et  excitando ;  non  protinus  ad  principia  et  magis  generalia  ad- 
volando,  atque  ab  illis  mediae  propoeitiones  deducendo  et  de- 
rivando.  Finis  autem  hujus  scientias  est^  at  Bes  et  Opera,  non 
argumenta  et  rationes  probabiles,  inveniantar  et  judicentur. 
Quaro  institutum  hujus  libri  secundi  hujusmodi  est.  Nunc 
distributionem  ejusdem  similiter  proponemus.  Quemadmodum 
in  generatione  luminis  requiritur,  ut  corpus  lumen  recepturum, 
poliatur,  atque  deinde  in  debito  ad  lucem  situ  sire  conversione 
ponatur,  antequam  luois  ipsius  fiat  immissio ;  prorsus  ita  est 
operandum.  Primo  enim  mentis  area  sequanda,  et  liberanda  ab 
eis  qusB  hactenus  recepta  sunt ;  tum  conversio  mentis  bona  et 
congrua  facienda  est  ad  ea  quae  afferuntur ;  postremo  menti 
prsBparatsB  informatio  exhibenda.  Atque  pars  destruens  triplex 
est,  secundum  triplicem  naturam  idolomm  qusB  mentem  obsi- 
dent  nia  enim  aut  adscititia  sunt,  idque  dupliciter,  nimirum 
quae  inmiigrarunt  in  mentem  eamque  occuparunt,  vel  ex  pbilo- 
sophorum  placitis  atque  sectis,  vel  rursus  ex  perversis  le^bus 
et  rationibus  demonstrationum ;  aut  ea  quas  me'nti  ipsi  et 
substantias  ejus  inhserentia  sunt  atque  innata.  Sicut  enim 
speculum  inasquale  veros  rerum  radios  ex  sectione  propria 
immutat :  ita  et  mens,  quando  a  rebus  per  sensum  patitur,  in 
motibus  suis  expediendis,  haudquaquam  optima  fide,  rerum 
naturaB  suam  natusam  inserit  et  inuniscet  Itaque  primus 
imponitur  labor,  at  omnis  ista  militia  Theoriarum,  quae  tantas 
dedit  pugnas,  mittatur  ac  relegetur.  Accedit  labor  secundus, 
ut  mens  a  pravis  demonstrationum  vinculis  solvatur.  Hunc 
excipit  tertius,  ut  vis  ista  mentis  seductoria  coerceatur,  atque 
idola  innata  vel  evellantur,  vel,  si  evelli  non  possint,  ita  tamen 
indicentur  atque  pemoscantur  at  variationes  restitui  possint. 
Inutilis  enim  et  fortasse  damnosa  faerit  errorum  in  philosophiis 
demolitio  et  destructio,  si  ex  prava  complexione  mentis  novi 
errorum  surculi,  et  fortasse  magis  degeneres,  pullulaverint ; 
neque  prius  absistendum,  qaam  omnis  spes  praecidatur  ex  usa 
rationis  communi  aut  ex  vulgaris  logical  praBsidiis  et  auxiliis 
philosophiae  absolvendae  aut  majorem  in  modum  amplificandaB ; 
ne  forte  errores  non  abjiciamus  sed  permutemus.  Itaque  pars 
ista,  quam  destruentem  appellamus,  tribus  redargutionibus  ab- 
solvitur ;  Bedargutione  Philosophiarum ;  Bedargutione  Demon- 
strationum ;  et  Bedargutione  Bationis  Humanas  Nativae.  Neque 
nos  fugit,  absque  tanto  motu  accessiones  non  parvas  ad  sci- 
entias  a  nobis  fieri  potuisse,  atque  aditu  fortasse  ad  laudem 
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molliore.  Yerum  nos  nescii  quando  h^MS  alicui  alii  in  mentem 
Ventura  sint,  fidem  noEltram  in  integrum  liberare  decrevimuB. 
Post  aream  mentis  sequatam^  sequitur  ut  mens  ponatur  in 
conversione  bona  et  yeluti  in  adspectu  benevolo  ad  ea  qu» 
proponemus.  -Cum  enim  in  re  nova  valeat  ad  pra^judicium,  non 
solum  prasoccupatio  fortis  opinionis  yeteris,  yerum  etiam  prsB- 
ceptio  sive  prsefiguratio  falsa  rei  quss  affertur,  etiam  huic  malo 
remedium  adhibendum  est  atque  mens  non  tantum  yindicanda 
sed  et  prasparanda.  Ea  praeparatio  nihil  aliud  est  quam  ut 
yerae  habeantur  de  eo  quod  adducimus  opiniones^  ad  tempus 
tantummodo,  et  tanquam  usurariad,  donee  res  ipsa  pemoscatur. 
Atque  hoc  in  eo  fere  situm  est,  ut  pravae  et  sinistra^  suspiciones^ 
quales  ex  praenotionibus  receptis  (yeluti  ex  atra  bile  quadam 
epidemica)  mentes  hominum  subituras  facile  conjicimus,  arce- 
antur  atque  intercipiantur ;  quod  ait  ille, 

ne  qua 
Occurrat  facies  inimlca,  atque  omina  turbet. 

Prime  igitur  si  quis  ita  cogitet,  occulta  naturas  yeluti  signo 
diyino  clausa  manere,  atque  ab  humana  sapientia  interdicto 
quodam  separari^  dabimus  operam  ut  ha3C  opinio  infirma  atque 
inyida  tollatur^  eoque  rem  perducemus»  simplici  yeritate  freti, 
ut  non  solum  ne  qua  oblatret  superstitio,  yerum  etiam  ut  re- 
ligio  in  partes  nobis  accedat.  Bursus  si  cui  hujusmodi  quippiam 
in  mentem  yeniat  opinari,  magnam  illam  et  solicltam  moram  in 
experientia  et  in  materias  et  rerum  particularium  undis  quam 
hominibus  imponimus,  mentem  veluti  in  Tartarum  quendam 
confusionis  dejicere,  atque  ab  abstractae  sapientias  serenitate  et 
tranquillitate^  ut  a  statu  multo  diyiniore,  submoyere;  dooe- 
bimus^  atque  in  perpetuum^  ut  speramus,  stabiliemus  (non  sine 
rubore,  ut  existimamus,  omnis  scholar  quae  meditationibus  ina- 
nibus  atque  ab  omni  essentia  desertissimis  apotheosin  quandam 
attribuere  non  yeretur),  quantum  inter  diyinao  mentis  ideas  et 
humanas  mentis  idola  intersit.  Quinetiam  illis  quibus  in  con- 
templationis  amorem  effusis  frequens  apud  nos  operum  mentio 
asperum  quiddam  atque  ingratum  et  mechanicum  sonat,  mon- 
Btrabimus  quantum  illi  desideriis  suis  propriis  adyersentur;  cum 
puritas  contemplationum  atque  substructio  et  inyentio  operum 
prorsus  eisdem  rebus  nitantur,  ac  simul  perficiantur.  Adhuo 
si  quis  haesitet,  atque  istam  scientiarum  ab  integro  regenerati- 
onem  ut  rem  sine  exitu  et  yastam  et  quasi  infinitam  accipiat^ 
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oetendemus  earn  contra  cenaeri  debere  potius  errorum  et  yasti- 
tatb  terminum  et  verum  finitorem;  atque  planum  fiiciemus^ 
inqnisitionem  renim  particularium  justam  et  plenam,  demptifl 
individuis  et  gradibus  rerum  et  variationibus  minutis  (id  quod 
ad  scientias  satis  est),  atque  inde  debito  modo  excitatas  notio- 
nes  sive  ideas,  rem  esse  multis  modis  magis  finitam  et  habilem 
et  comprehensibilem  et  sui  certam,  et  de  eo  quod  confectum  est 
atque  eo  quod  superest  gnaram,  quam  speculationes  et  medi- 
tationes  abstractas,  quarum  revera  nullus  est  finis,  sed  perpetua 
circulatio,  yolutatio,  et  trepidatio.  Atque  etiamsi  quis  sobrius 
(ut  sibi  videri  possit),  et  civilis  prudentisB  diffidentiam  ad  hiec 
transferens,  existimet  hsec  qu»  dicimus  votis  similia  yideri, 
quseque  spei  nimis  indulgeant;  reyera  autem  ex  philosophise  statu 
mutato  nil  aliud  secuturum  quam  ut  placita  fortasse  transfe- 
rantur,  res  autem  humanae  nihilo  futurae  sint  auctiores ;  huic 
fidem,  ut  putamus,  faciemus,  nil  minus  agi  quam  placitum  aut 
sectam ;  nostramque  rationem  ab  iis  quae  hucusque  in  philosophia 
et  scientiis  pra&bita  sunt  toto  genere  differre ;  operum  autem 
certissimam  messem  sponderi,  ni  homines  museum  siye  segetem 
herbidam  demetere  praooccuparint,  atque  affectu  puerili  et 
conatu  fallaci  operum  pignora  intempestiye  captayerint  Atque 
ex  his  qufl3  diximus  pertractatis,  satis  cautum  de  praejudicio 
fore  existimamus  illius  generis  quod  ex  praya  et  iniqua  rei 
quae  adducitur  perceptione  conflatur,  atque  una  secundam  par- 
tem, quam  prasparantem  appellamus,  absolyi ;  postquam  et  ex 
parte  religionis,  et  ex  parte  contemplationis  abstractse,  et  ex 
parte  prudentiae  naturalis,  atque  ejus  comitatu,  diffidentia  et 
sobrietate  et  similibus,  omnis  adyersa  aura  conticuerit  et  re* 
flare  desierit.  Attamen  ut  omnibus  muneris  completa  adhibe- 
atur  pneparatio,  illud  deesse  yidetur,  ut  languor  ipse  mentis  et 
torpor  ex  rei  miraculo  contractus  tollatur.  Haec  autem  mala 
Aspositio  mentis  tantum  per  causarum  indicationem  aufertur. 
Sola  enim  causarum  cognitio  miraculum  rei  et  stuporem  mentis 
Bolyerit.  Itaque  omnes  impedimentorum  malitias  et  molestias 
quibus  interdusa  philosophia  yera  remorata  est  signabimus,  ut 
minime  mirum  sit  humanum  genus  erroribus  tam  diutumis 
implicatum  atque  exercitum  fuisse.  In  qua  parte,  etiam  illud 
opportune  ad  spem  solido  argumento  foyendam  patebit,  nimirum 
licet  yera  ilia  NaturaB  Interpretatio  quam  molimur  merito 
maxime  difficilis,  tamen  multo  maximam  difficultatis  partem  in 
iis  Bubesse  quae  in  potestate  nostra  sunt  atque  corrigi  possunt^ 
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non  in  iis  qii»  extra  potestatem  nostram  aita  existunt;  in 
mente  (inquam),  non  in  rebus  ipsis  aut  in  sensu.  Quod  si  cui 
supervacua  videatur  accurata  ista  nostra  quam  adhibemus  ad 
mentes  praeparandas  diligentia,  atque  cogitet  hoc  quiddam 
esse  ex  pompa  et  in  ostentationem  compositum,  itaque  cupiat 
rem  ipsam,  missis  ambagibus  et  prsestructionibus,  simpliciter 
exhiberi ;  certe  optabilis  nobis  foret  (si  yera  esset)  hujusmodi 
insimulalio.  Utinam  enim  tarn  proclive  nobis  esset  difficultates 
et  impedimenta  yincere^  quam  fastum  inanem  et  falsum  appa« 
ratum  deponere.  Verum  hoc  yelimus  homines  existiment,  nos 
haud  inexplorato  yiam  in  tanta  solitudine  inire,  pr^sertim  cum 
argumentum  hujusmodi  prs&  manibus  habeamus^  quod  tractandi 
imperitia  perdere  et  yeluti  exponere  nefas  sit.  Itaque  ex 
perpenso  et  perspecto  tarn  rerum  quam  animorum  statu,  duri- 
ores  fere  aditus  ad  hominum  mentes  quam  ad  res  ipsas  inye- 
nimus^  ac  tradendi  labores  inveniendi  laboribus  haud  multo 
leyiores  experimur,  atque,  quod  in  intellectualibus  res  noya 
fere  est,  morem  gerimus,  et  tarn  nostras  cogitationes  quam 
aliorum  simul  bajulamus.  Omne  enim  idolum  yanum  arte 
atque  obsequio  ac  debito  accessu  subyertitur ;  yi  et  contentione 
atque  incursione  subita  et  abrupta  efferatur.  Neque  hoc  ideo 
tantum  fit,  quod  homines  yel  admiratione  authorum  captiyi,  yel 
propria  fiducia  tumidi,  yel  assuetudine  quadam  renitentes,  se 
»quos  prsebere  nolint.  Si  quis  libentissime  sibi  sequitatem 
imperare  yoluerit  atque  omne  prsBJudicium  yeluti  ejurayerit, 
tamen  et  tali  mentis  dispositioni  neutiquam  propterea  fidere 
oporteret.  Nemo  enim  intellectui  suo  ex  arbitrio  yoluntatis 
suse  imperat,  neque  philpsophorum  (ut  proj^etarum)  spiritus 
philosophis  subjecti  sunt.  Itaque  non  aliorum  sequitas  aut 
sinceritas  aut  facilitas,  sed  nostra  propria  cura  atque  mori- 
geratio  et  insinuatio  nobis  praesidio  esse  possit.  Qua  in  re 
accedit  et  alia  qusedam  difficultas  ex  moribus  nostris  haud 
parya,  quod  constantissimo  decreto  nobis  ipsi  sanciyimus,  ut 
candorem  nostrmn  et  simplicltatem  perpetuo  reti^eamus,  nee 
per  yana  ad  yera  aditum  quaaramus,  sed  ita  obsequio  nostro 
moderemur,  ut  tamen  non  per  artificium  aliquod  yafrum  aut 
imposturam  aut  aliquid  simile  imposturao,  sed  tantummodo  per 
ordinis  lumen  et  per  noy6rum  super  saniorem  partem  yeterum 
solertem  insitionem,  nos  nostrorum  yotorum  compotes  fore  spe- 
remufl,  Itaque  eo  redimus,  ut  hanc  prasmuniendi  diligentiam 
minorem  potius  pro  tantis  difficultatibus,  quam  minus  necessa- 
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nam  esBe  judicemus.  Missa  autem  jam  parte  pneparante,  ad 
partem  informantem  veniemus,  atque  artis  ipsius  quam  ad- 
ducimua  figuram  simplicem  et  nudam  proponemus.  Quae  ad 
intellectum  perficiendum  ad  Interpretationem  Natarae  faciunt, 
dividuntur  in  tres  ministrationes ;  ministrationem  ad  Sensum, 
ministrationem  ad  Memoriam,  et  ministrationem  ad  Ratio- 
nem.  In  minisiratione  ad  Sensum  tria  docebimus.  Primo, 
quomodo  bona  notio  constituatur  et  eliciatur,  ac  quomodo  te- 
statio  sensusy  quie  semper  est  ex  analogia  hominis,  ad  analogiam 
mundi  reducatur  et  rectificetur;  neque  enim  multom  sensui 
tribuimus  in  perceptione  iomiediata^  sed  quatenus  motmn  sive 
alterationem  rei  manifestat  Secundo,  quomodo  ea  qusB  sensum 
efiugiunt^  aut  subtilitate  totius  corporis^  aut  partium  minutiis; 
aut  loci  distantia^  aut  tarditate  vel  etiam  velocitate  motus^  aut 
familiaritate  objecti,  aut  alias^  in  ordinem  sensus  redigantur, 
atque  ejus  judicio  sistaotur ;  ac  insuper  in  casu  quo  adduci  non 
possunt,  quid  faciendum^  atque  quomodo  huic  destitutioni  yel 
per  instrumenta  vel  per  graduum  observationem  peritam  vel 
per  corporum  proportionatorum  ex  sensibilibus  ad  insensibilia 
indicationes  vel  per  alias  vias  ac  substitutiones,  sit  subyeni- 
endum.  Postremo  loco  de  historia  naturali,  et  de  modo  expe- 
rimentandi  dicemus,  qualis  sit  ea  historia  naturalis  qusB  ad 
philosophiam  condendam  sufficere  possit;  et  rursus  qualis  ex- 
perimentatio  deficiente  historia  necessario  sit  suscipienda:  ubi 
etiam  quiedam  de  provocanda  et  figenda  attentione  admisce- 
bimus.  Multa  enim  in  historia  naturali  atque  experimentis, 
notitia  ipsa  adesse  jampridem^  usu  abesse  solent^  propter  vim 
animi  apprehensivam  minime  excitatam.  His  tribus  mini- 
stratio  ad  sensum  absolvitur.  Aut  enim  sensui  materia  prae- 
betur,  aut  juvamentum;  nimirum  vel  ubi  deficit,  vel  ubi 
declinat  Materia,  historia  et  experimenta;  defectui  sensus, 
substitutiones ;  dcdinationi,  rectificationes  debentur.  Mini- 
stratio  ad  Memoriam  hoc  officium  praBstat,  ut  ex  turba  rerum 
particularium  et  naturalis  historias  generalis  acervo  particu- 
laris  historia  excerpatur,  atque  disponatur  eo  ordine  ut  judi- 
cium in  cam  agere  et  opus  suum  exercere  possit  Etenim 
vires  mentis  sobrie  aestimandao,  neque  sperandum  et  eae  in 
rerum  infinitate  discurrere  possint  *  Manifestum  ^utem  est, 
memoriam  turn  in  rerum  multitudine  comprehendenda  inca- 
pacem  et  incompetentem,  turn  in  rerum  delectu  quae  ad 
inquisitionem  aliquam  definitam  faciant  suggerendo,  imparatam 
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atque  inhabilem  ease.  Quod  autem  ad  prius  malum  attmet^ 
facilis  est  medendi  ratio ;  imico  enim  remedio  absolvitur ;  ut 
nulla  nisi  de  scripto  inquisitio  aut  inventio  recipiatur.  Perinde 
enim  est  ut  quia  Interpretationem  NatursB  in  aliquo  subjecto 
memoria  sola  nixus  complecti  velit^  ac  si  computationes  ephe- 
meridis  memoriter  tenere  aut  perficere  tentet.  Quinetiam 
satis  liquet  quantum  memori»  et  mentis  discursui  tribuamus> 
cum  nee  de  scripto  inyentionem,  nisi  per  tabulas  ordinatas,  pro- 
bemus.  De  posteriore  igitur  magis  laborandum.  Atque  certe 
postqualn  subjeetum  inquisitioni  constitutum  et  terminatum 
sit  atque  a  corpore  rerum  abscissum  et  inconfusum  constiterit 
(in  quo  habemus  nonnulla  qu83  utiliter  praecipiamus),  mini- 
stratio  ista  ad  memoriam  tribus  opens  sive  officiis  constare  vi- 
detur.  Primo,  docebimus  qualia  sint  ea  qu»  circa  subjeetum 
datum  sive  propositum  (discurrendo  per  historiam)  inquiri  de- 
beant>  quod  est  instar  Topicse.  Secundo^  quo  ordine  ilia  disponi 
oporteat^  et  in  tabulas  digeri.  Neque  tamen  ullo  modo  spera- 
mus  veram  rei  yenam  qu»  ex  analogia  universi  sit^  jam  a 
principio  inveniri  posse,  ut  earn  partitio  sequatur ;  sed  tantum 
apparentem,  ut  res  aliquo  modo  secetur  in  partes.  Citius  enim 
emerget  Veritas  e  falsitate  quam  e  confusione,  et  facilius  ratio 
corriget  partitionem  quam  penetrabit  massam.  Tertio  itaque 
ostendemus,  quo  modo  et  quo  tempore  inquisitio  sit  reinte- 
granda,  et  chart®  sive  tabulae  pr»cedentes  in  chartas  novellas 
transportandaB,  et  quoties  inquisitio  sit  repetenda.  Etenim 
primas  chartarum  series  vel  sequelas  super  polos  mobiles  verti 
statuimus,  et  tantum  probationes  esse  et  tentamenta  inquisi- 
tionis ;  siquidem  mentem  in  naturam  rerum  jus  sumn  persequi 
et  obtinere  posse,  nisi  repetita  actione,  plane  diffidimus. 
Itaque  ministratio  ad  memoriam  tribus  (ut  dizimus)  doctrinis 
absolvitur ;  de  locis  inveniendi,  de  methodo  contabulandi,  et  de 
modo  instaurandi  inquisitionem.  Superest  ministratio  ad  Ba- 
tionem,  cui  ministrationes  duae  priores  subministrant.  Nullum 
enim  per  eas  constituitur  axioma,  sed  tantum  notio  simplex 
cum  historia  ordinata ;  certo  verificata  per  ministrationem 
primam,  atque  ita  repraesentata  per  secundam,  ut  tanquam 
inpotestate  nostra  sit  Atque  ministratio  ad  rationem  ea 
maxime  probari  meretur,  quaB  rationem  ad  opus  suum  exe-^ 
quendum  et  finem  obtinendum  optime  juvabit.  Opus  autem 
rationis  natura  unicum;  fine  et  usu  geminmn  est  Aut 
enim  scire  ei  contemplari,  aut  agere  et  efficere,  homini  pro  fine 
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est  Itaque  aut  causae  ezpetitor  oognitio  et  contemplatio ; 
aut  efFecti  potestas  et  copia.  Quamobrem  data  effectua  vel 
naturee  in  quovis  subjecto  causae  nosse,  intentio  est  humans 
scientias.  Atque  rursus,  super  datam  materia^  basin  effectum 
quodvis  sire  naturam  (inter  terminoe  possibUis)  imponere  vel 
superinducere,  intentio  est  humanas  potentiae^  Atque  had  in- 
tentionesy  acutius  inspicienti  et  vere  aestimantiy  in  idem  coinci- 
dunt.  Nam  quod  in  contemplatione  instar  causae  est^  in  ope- 
ratione  est  instar  medii;  scimus  enim  per  causas,  operamur 
per  media.  Et  certe  si  media  universa  quae  ad  opera  quaelibet 
requiruntur  homini  optato  ad  manum  suppeterent,  nil  opus 
foret  magnopere  ista  separatim  tractare.  Verum  cum  operatic 
humana  in  multo  majores  angustias  compellatur  quam  scientia, 
propter  individui  multiplices  necessitates  et  inopias ;  adeo  utad 
partem  operativam  requiratur  saspius  non  tam  sapientia  univer- 
salis et  libera  de  eo  quod  fieri  potest,  quam  prudentia  sagas 
et  solers  ad  delectum  eorum  quae  praesto  sunt;  ista  tractatu 
felicius  disjungi  consentaneum  est  Quare  et  ministrationis 
eandem  partitionem  faoiemus,  ut  aut  parti  contemplativae  aut 
activas  ministretur.  Atque  quod  ad  partem  contemplativam 
attinet,  ut  verbo  dicamus,  in  uno  plane  sunt  omnia.  Hoo 
ipsum  non  aliud  est,  quam  ut  verum  constituatur  axioma, 
sive  idea^  copulata;  base  enim  est  veritatis  portio  solida, 
cum  simplex  notio  instar  superficiei  videri  possit  Hoc  autem 
axioma  non  elicitur  aut  efformatur,  nisi  per  inductionis  for- 
mam  legitimam  et  propriam ;  quae  experientiam  solvat  et 
separet,  atque  per  exclusiones  et  rejectiones  debitas  neces- 
sario  concludat  Vulgaris  autem  inductio  (a  qua  tamen  princi- 
piorum  ipsorum  probationes  petuntur)  puerile  quiddam  est,  et 
precario  concludit,  periculo  ab  instantia  contradictoria  exposita; 
adeo  ut  dialectici  de  ea  nee  serio  cogitasse  videantur,  fasti- 
dientes  et  ad  alia  properantes.  Illud  interim  manifestum  est, 
quae  per  inductionem  cujusvis  generis  concluduntur,  simul  et 
inveniri  et  judicari,  nee  a  principiis  aut  mediis  pendere,  sed 
mole  stare  sua,  neque  aliunde  probarL  Multo  magis  necesse 
est  ea  quae  ex  vera  inductionis  forma  excitantur  axiomata,  esse 

'  pr^Btentia  in  Gruter. 
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seipsis  contenta,  atque  ipsis  principiis^  quas  vocontur^  certiora 
et  firmiora.  Atque  hoc  genus  inductionis  illud  est,  quod  in- 
terpretationis  formulam  appellare  consuevimus.  Itaque  prse 
omnibus  doctrinam  de  constitutione  axiomatis  et  formula  inter- 
pretandi  diligenter  et  perspicue  complectimur.  Restant  tamen 
quae  huic  rei  serviunt  tria  maximi  omnino  momenti,  sine  quo- 
rum explicatione  inquisitionis  istius  prssscriptum,  licet  potestate 
yalidum,  tamen  usu  operosum  censeri  possit.  Ea  sunt,  inqui- 
sitionis ipsius  continuatio,  yariatio,  et  contractio;  ut  nihil  in 
arte  aut  abruptum,  aut  incongruum,  aut  pro  humanas  vitsB  bre- 
yitate  longum  relinquatur.  Docebimus  itaque  primo  usum 
axiomatum  (jam  per  formulam  inyentorum)  tA  alia  axiomata 
inquirenda  et  excitanda,  quae  superiora  et  magis  generalia  sint : 
ut  per  yeros  et  nusquam  intermissos  gradus  scalar  adscensoriaD 
ad  unitatem  naturae  peryeniatur.  In  quo  tamen  adjiciemus 
modum  eadem  axiomata  superiora  per  experientias  primas  exa- 
minandi  et  yerificandi,  ne  rursus  ad  conjecturas  et  probabilia 
atque  idola  prolabamur.  Atque  base  est  ea  doctrina,  quam  in- 
quisitionis continuationem  appellamus.  Yariatio  autem  inquisi- 
tionis sequitur  naturam  diyersam,  aut  causarum  quarum  gratia 
inquisitio  instituitur,  aut  rermn  ipsarum  siye  subjectorum  in 
quibus  inquisitio  yersatur.  Itaque  missis  causis  finalibus,  quie 
naturalem  philosophiam  prorsus  corruperunt,  initia  sumemus 
ab  inquisitione  yariata  siye  accommodata  formarum;  quaB  res 
pro  desperata  hueusque  abjecta  est,  idque  merito.  Neque  enim 
ulli  obyenire  possit  tanta  facultas  aut  felicitas,  ut  ex  anticipa- 
tionibus  et  dialecticis  argumentationibus  alicujus  rei  foimam 
eruat.  Sequentur  inquisitiones  materiarum  et  efficientium.  Cum 
autem  e£Scientia  et  materias  dicimus,  non  efficientia  remota  aut 
materias  communes  (qualia  in  disputationibus  agitantur),  sed 
e£Scientia  propiora  et  materias  prasparatas  intelligimus.  Id  ne 
saepius  subtilitate  inutili  repetatur,  inyentionem  latentis  pro- 
cessus subtexemus.  Latentem  autem  processum  appeUamus 
seriem  et  ordinem  mutationis ;  rem  scilicet  ex  eflScientis  motu 
et  mateiiaB  fluxu  conflatam.  Quae  autem  secundum  subjecta 
fit  inquisitionis  yariatio,  ex  duabus  rerum  conditionibus  ortum 
habet ;  aut  ex  natura  simplicis  et  compositi  (alia  enim  accom- 
modatur  inquisitio  ad  res  simplices,  alia  ad  compositas  et  de- 
compositas  et  perplexas),  aut  ex  historiae  copia  et  inopia,  qua9 
ad  inquisitionem  peragendam  parari  possit.  Ubi  enim  historia 
abundat^  expedita  est  ratio  inquisitionis;  ubi  tenuis  est^  in  arcto 
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est  labor^  et  multifaria  induBtria  et  arte  opus  habet.  Itaqae 
per  ista  qu»  jam  dicta  sunt  tractata^  variationem  inquisitionis 
absolvi  putamus.  Bestat  inquisitionis  contractio,  ut  non  tantum 
in  inviis  via,  sed  et  in  viis  compendium,  et  tanquam  linea  recta 
quae  per  ambages  et  flexus  secet,  ex  indiciis  nostris  innotescat. 
Hoc  autem  (yeiuti  et  omnis  ratio  compendiaria)  maxime  in  re- 
rum  delectu  consistit.  Duas  autem  inyenimus  veluti  rerum 
praerogativas,  quae  ad  inquisitionis  compendia  plurimum  faciunt; 
Prserogativam  Instantias,  et  Praerogativam  InquisitL  Itaque  do- 
cebimus  primo  quales  sint  iUas  instantise,  siye  experimenta,  quie 
ad  illuminationem  prse  caeteris  excellant,  adeo  ut  paucas  idem 
quod  aliaB  plures"pnestent  Hoc  enim  et  moli  ipsius  historian, 
et  discurrendi  laboribus  parcit.  Deinde  etiam  explicabimus 
qualia  sint  ea  inquisita,  a  quibus  interpretationem  auspicari 
oporteat,  utpote  quas  prasdisposita  sequentibus  fiicem  quandam 
prasferunt,  aut  ob  exquisitam  certitudinem  in  se,  aut  ob  natu- 
ram  universalem,  aut  ob  necessitatem  ad  probationes  mecha- 
nicas.  Atque  hie  ministrationi  quas  ad  contemplativam  partem 
spectat,  finem  imponimus.  Actiyam  autem  partem  ac  ejuB  mini- 
strationem  triplici  doctrina  claudemus,  si  prius  duo  monita  ad 
aperiendas  hominum  mentes  pnemittamus.  Horum  primum  est, 
in  inquisitione  ea  quas  fit  per  formulam,  inter  contemplativam 
partem  activam  ipsam  perpetuo  intercurrere.  Hoc  enim  fert 
rerum  natura,  ut  propbsitiones  et  axiomata  a  magis  generalibus 
per  argumentationem  dialecticam  deducta  et  deriyata,  ad  parti- 
cularia  et' opera  obscure  admodum  et  incerto  innuant  Quod 
autem  ex  particularibus  axioma  educitur,  ad  noya  particularia 
tanquam  correspondentia  manifesto  et  constanti  tramite  ducat 
Alteram  hujusmodi  est,  ut  meminerint  homines,  in  inquisitione 
actiya  necesse  esse  rem  per  scalam  descensoriam  (cujus  usum  in 
contemplatiya  sustulimus)  confici*  Omnis  enim  operatic  in  in- 
diyiduis  versatur,  quas  infimo  loco  sunt  Itaque  a  genendibus 
per  gradus  ad  ea  descendendum  est  Neque  rursus  fieri  potest, 
ut  per  axiomata  simplicia  ad  ea  peryeniatur ;  omne  enim  opus 
atque  ejus  ratio  ex  coitione  axiomatum  diyersorum  instituitur 
et  designatur.  Itaque  base  prasfati,  ad  triplicem  Ulam  doctrinam 
actiyam  yeniemus ;  quarum  prima  proponit  modum  inquisitionis 
difltinctum  et  proprium,  ubi  non  jam  causa  aut  axioma,  sed 
opens  alicujus  effectio,  ex  intentione  est  atque  inquisitioni  sub- 
jicitur.  Secunda  ostendit  modum  conficiendi  tabulas  practicas 
generalesj  per  quas  omnigenae  operum  designationes  fiicilius  et 
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promptius  deducantur.  Tertia  subjungit  modum  quendam  in- 
quireDdi  siye  inveniendi  opera,  imperfectum  certe,  sed  tamen 
non  inutilem,  quo  ab  experimento  ad  experimentum  procedatur 
absque  constitutione  axiomatis.  Nam  quemadmodum  ab  axio- 
mate  ad  axioma,  ita  etiam  ab  experimento  ad  experimentum 
datur  et  aperitur  qusedam  via  ad  inveniendum  instabilis  et-lu- 
brica,  sed  tamen  non  prorsus  silentio  prsetermittenda.  Jam 
igitur  et  practicam  ministrationem  quoque,  quae  in  distributione 
ultima  posita  est,  absolvimus.  Atque  hsBc  est  hujusce  secundi 
libri  aperta  et  brevis  delineatio.  Quibus  explicatis,  Thalamum 
nos  Mentis  Human®  et  TJniyersi,  pronuba  divina  bonitate, 
plane'  constituisse  confidimus.  Epitbalamii  autem  yotum  sit,  ut 
ex  eo  connubio  auxilia  humana,  tanquam  stirps  heroum,  qu»  ne- 
cessitates et  miserias  hominum  aliqua  ex  parte  debellent  et  do<- 
ment,  suscipiatur  et  deducatur.  Sub  finem  tamen  quaedam  de 
laborum  consociatione  et  successione  subjiciemus.  Tunc  enim 
demum  homines  vires  suas  noscent,  cum  non  eadem  infiniti,  sed 
omissa  alii  prsestabunt.  Neque  sane  de  futuris  aetatibus  spem 
abjecimus,  quin  exoriantur  qui  ista  a  tenuibus  profecta  initiis  in 
majus  provehant.  lUud  enim  occurrit,  hoc  quod  agitur,  ob  boni 
naturam  eminentem,  manifesto  a  Deo  esse.  In  divinis  autem 
operibus  minima  qu»que  principia  eventum  trahunt.' 

BEDABGUTIO  PHILOSOPHIABUM. 

Atque  in  redargutione  ipsa  philosephiarum  quam  paramus, 
nescimus  fere  quo  nos  vertamus,  cum  via  quae  aliis  in  con- 
futationibus  patuit  nobis  interclusa  sit  Nam  et  tot  et  tanta 
se  ostendunt  errorum  agmina,  ut  ea  non  strictim  sed  confertim 
evertere  et  siunmovere  necesse  sit;  et  si  propius  accedere  et 
cum  singulis  manum  conserere  velimus,  id  frustra  fuerit ;  sub- 
lata  disputationis  lege,  cum  de  principiis  non  consentiamus ;  et 
multo  magis,  quod  ipsas  probationum  et  demonstrationum 
formas  et  potestates  rejiciamus.  Quod  si  (id  quod  solum  re- 
linqui  videtur)  ea  quae  nos  asserimus  a  sensu  ipso  et  experientia 
educere  et  excitare  connitamur,  rursus  eodem  revolvimur ;  et 

>  Here  the  Delineation  ends,  and  the  work  itaelf  begins,  with  the  first  part  of  the 
Par$  De9trven$t  namely  the  Rtdargutio  Phihtophiarum.  The  Harlelan  MS.  (which 
begins  with  the  words  Dum  hac  traetarem^  at  the  bottom  of  the  next  page  and  enables 
us  to  complete  this  fragment)  bears  that  title,  and  this  seems  to  be  the  proper  place 
for  the  introduction  cf  it;  though  there  Is  no  title  here  in  the  original,  but  only  a 
Aresh  paragraph. 
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obliti  eorom  que  de  animoram  pneparatione  dicta  sunt,  con- 
trariam  ingressi  viam  inveniamur;  nam  in  res  ipsaa  abrupte  et 
directo  incidamus^  ad  quaa  viam  quandam  aperiri  et  substerni^ 
propter  obfirmataa  animoram  pneoccupationeB  et  obsessiones, 
neceBse  esse  deoreyimos.  Sed  tamen  propterea  ipsi  nos  minime 
deseremus ;  sed  aliquid  oomminisci  et  tentare  quod  proposito 
nostro  consentaneum  sit  oonabimor;  tum  signa  qusedam  ad- 
ducentes,  ex  quibus  de  philosopluis  judicium  fieri  possit ;  tum 
interim  inter  ipsas  philosophias^  portenta  errorum  nonnulla^  et 
mera  animorum  ludibria,  ad  earum  authoritatem  labefactandam 
notantes.  Neque  tamen  nos  fugit,  fortius  hujusmodi  errorum 
8Bra^  figi^  quam  ut  eis  per  satyram  derogetur ;  praesertim  cum 
Tins  doctis  non  sit  nova  aut  incognita  ea  confidentise  et  jactantiss 
species^  quae  opiniones  abjicit^  non  frangit.  Sed  nee  nos  ali- 
quid levins  aut  inferius  quam  pro  rei  quae  agitur  majestate 
afferemus,  neque  ex  hoc  genere  redargutionis  prorsus  fidem 
facere^  sed  tantum  patientiam  et  sBquanimitatein^  idque  in 
ingeniis  tantum  altioribus  et  firmioribus^  conciliare  speramus. 
Neque  enim  quispiam  ex  isto  assiduo  et  perpetuo  errorum 
contubemio  ita  se  recipere  potest^  et  ad  nostra  cum  tanta  be- 
nevolentia  et  animi  magnitudine  accedere,  ut  non  cupiat  habere 
interim  quae  de  veteribus  et  receptis  cogitet  et  opinetur.  Sane 
in  tabellis  non  alia  inscripseris^  nisi  priora  deleveris ;  in  mente 
aegre  priora  deleveris^  nisi  alia  inscripseris. 

Itaque  huic  desiderio  subveniendum  putavimus,  atque  ha^c 
prorsus  eo  spectant  (ut  quod  res  est  aperte  eloquamur)  ut 
volentes  ducant,  non  ut  nolentes  trabant.  Omnem  violentiam 
(ut  jam  ab  initio  professi  sumus)  abesse  volumus :  atque  quod 
Borgia  facete  de  Caroli  Octavi  expeditione  in  Italiam  dixit^ 
Gullos  venisse  in  manibus  cretam  tenentes,  qua  diversoria  no- 
tarent^  non  arma,  quibus  perrumperent ;  similem  quoque  in- 
ventorum  nostrorum  et  rationem  et  successum  animo  praecipimus; 
nimirum  ut  potius  animoshominum  capaces  et  idoneos  seponere 
et  subire  possint^  quam  contra  sentientibus  molesta  sint.  Verum 
in  hac  parte  de  qua  jam  loquimur^  quae  ad  f  edargutionem  phi- 
losophiarum  pertinet,  feliciter  sane  levati  sumus^  casu  quodam 
opportune  et  mirabili.     Nam^  dum  base  tractarem^  intervenit 

'  a&ra  in  Grutcr. 

'  Here  begins  the  Harlelan  MS.  :  the  title  Redargutio  Philosophiarum  being  in- 
serted at  the  head  of  It,  but  in  a  comparatively  modem  hand.  Whether  it  bore  that 
title  originally  most  remain  doubtful,  the  cover  (if  it  ever  had  any)  being  lost 


REDARGUTIO  PHILOSOPHIARUM.  ^9 

amicus  meus  quidam  ex  Gallia  rediens,  quern  cum  saliitassem, 
atque  ego  ilium,  iUe  me,  de  rebus  nostris  familiariter  inter- 
rogassemus:  Tu  vero,  inquit,  vacuis  tuis  ab  occupationibus 
civilibus  spatiis^  aut  saltem  remittentibus  negotiis,  quid  agis? 
Opportune,  inquam  ;  nam  nenikil^  me  agere  existimes,  meditor 
Instaurationem  Philosophise,  quse'  nihil  inanis  aut  abstracti 
habeat,  quasque  vit»  humansd  conditiones  in  melius  provehat 
Honestum  profecto  opus,  inquit :  et  quos  socios  habes?  Ego 
certe,  inquam,  in  simuna  solitudine  ^ersor/  DursB  inquit, 
partes  tuse  sunt ;  et  statim  addidit ;  Atque  tamen  scito  hsec  aiiis 
curse  esse.  Tum  ego  Isstatus,  Animam,  inquam,  reddidisti/ 
Ego  enim  hoc  animo  prseceperam,  fcBtum  meum  veluti  in 
eremo  periturum.^  Vis,  inquit,  ut  tibi  narrem  quse  mihi  in 
Gallia  circa  hujusmodi  negotium  evenerunt  ?  Libentissime,  in- 
quam, atque  insuper  gratiam  habebo.  Tum  retulit  se  Parisiis 
vocatum  a  quodam  amico  suo,  atque  introductum  in  consessum 
virorum,  qualem,  inquit,  vel  tu  videre  veUes ;  nihil  ^  ^in  vita 
mihi  accidit  jucundius.  Erant  autem  circiter  quinquaginta 
viri,  neque  ex  iis  quisquam  adolescens,  sed  omnes  setate  pro- 
yectiores ;  quique  vidtu  ipso  dignitatem  cum  probitate  singuU 
pres  se  ferrent.  '  Inter  quos  aiebat  se  cognovisse  nonnullos 
honoribus  perfunctos,  atque  alios  ex  senatu ;  etiam  antistites  sa- 
crorum  insignes,  atque  ex  omni  fere  ordine  eminentiore  aliquos. 
Erant  etiam  quidam,  ut  aiebat,  peregrini  ex  diversis  nationibus. 
Atque  cum®  primo  introiisset,  invenisse^  eos  familiariter  inter  se 
coUoquentes ;  sedebant  tamen  ordine  sedilibus  dispositis,  ac 
Tcluti  adyentum  alicujus  expectantes.  Neque  ita  multo  post 
ingressum  ad  eos  yirum  quendam  ^^  aspectus  (ut  ei  videbatur) 
admodum  placidi  et  sereni ;  nisi  quod  oris  compositio  erat  tan- 
quam  miserantis ;  cui  cum  omnes  assurrexissent :  Ille  circum- 
spiciens  et  subridens,  nunquam,  inquit,  existimavi  potuisse  fieri, 
ut  otium  omnium  yestrum,  cum  singulos  recognosco,  in  unum 

The  woTd  spatiis  b  crossed  out  in  ^e  MS.,  and  iniervallis  substituted  In  Bacon's 
band.    It  is  the  only  correction  which  Gruter*8  copy  does  not  contain. 

*  nU  in  MS. 

'  ejutmodi  qtUB  in  MS. 

*  Ego  certe,  inquaniy  profecto  nvUos :  ^Kin  nee  qtienqMLm  habeoquocum  familiariter 
de  kujuemodi  rebui  cdUoqui  poesim,  vt  me  eaUem  expiieem  et  exaeuam.  —  MS.  s 

*  GutHUa,  inquam,  me  aspersisti  cUque  animam  reddidisti.  —  MS. 

'  Ego  enim  anum  quandam  fatidicam  non  ita  pridem  eonveni,  qum  mihi  nescio  quid 
obmurmurans  vaticinata  ett  fatum  meum  in  eoUiudine  periturum.  —  MS. 
'  nihil  enim.  —  MS. 

*  cum  We,  —  MS.  *  invenit.  —  MS. 
'®  ingreetue  ett  ad  eos  vir  ^iiidbm.— MS. 
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atque  idem  tempus  coincident;  idque  quomodo  CTenerit^  satis 
mirari  non  possum.  Cmnque  unus  ex  coetu  respondisset^  eum 
ipsmn  hoc  otium  illis  fecisse^  cum  quae  ab  ipso^  exspectarent  illi 
ducerent  omni  negotio  potiora :  Atque  (ut  video)  inquit,  uni- 
Tersa  ilia  jactura  ejus  quod  hie  x^onsumetur  temporis^  quo  certe 
vos  separati  multis  mortalibus  prof uissetis,  ad  meas  rationes  ac- 
ceded Quod  si  ita  est,  videndum  profecto  ne  yos  diutius  morer ; 
simul  consedit,  absque  suggesto  aut  cathedra,  sed  ex  aequo 
cum  ceteris;  atque  hi\jusmodi  quaedam  apud  eum  consessum 
verba  fecit.  Nam  aiebat  qui  hasc  narrabat,  se  ilia  turn  excepisse 
ut  potuit ;  licet  cum  apud  se  una  cum  illo  amico  suo,  qui  eum 
introduxerat,  ea  recognosceret,  fateretur  ea  longe  inferiora  iis 
qu83  tum  dicta  essent  visa  esse.  Exemplum  autem  orationis  \ 
quod  circa  se  habebat,  proferebat.  Illud  ita  scriptum  erat :  Yos 
certe,  filii,  homines  estis:  hoc  est,  ut  ego  existimo,  non  ani- 
mantes  erecti,  sed  Divi  mortales.'  Deus,  mundi  conditor  et 
vestrum,  animas  yobia  donayit  mundi  ipsius  capaces ;  nee  tamen 
eo  ipso  satiandas.  Itaque  fidem  yestram  sibi  seposuit  et  red- 
nuit  *y  mundum  sensui  attribuit ;  neutra  autem  oracula  clara  esse 
yoluit,  sed  involuta;  neque  queri  potestis  si  vos  exerceat^^ 
quandoquidem  excellentiam  rerum  rependat^  Atque  de  rebus 
diyinis  optima  de  yobis  spero;  circa  humana  autem  metuo 
vobis,  ne  diutumus  error  yos  usuceperit.  Existimo  enim  hoc 
apud  yos  penitus  credi,  yos  statu  uti  scientiarum  florente  et 
bono.  Ego  rursus  moneo  yos,  ne  eorum  quss  habetis  aut  co- 
piam  aut  utilitatem,  quasi  ad  magnum  aliquod  fastigium  eyecti 
et  yotorum  compotes  aut  laboribus  perfuncti  accipiatis.  Idque 
sic  considerate;  si^  omnem  illam  scriptorum  yarietatem  qua 
scientist  tument  et  luxuriantur  excutiatis,  et  de  eo  quod  affe- 
runt  scripta  ilia*  interpelletis  et  strict^  et  presse  examinetis, 
ubique  reperietis  ejusdem  rei  repetitiones  infinitas;  verbis,  or- 
dine,  exemplis,  atque  illustratione,  diversas ;  rerum  summa  et 
pondere  ac  vera  potestate  prselibatas  ac  demum  fere  ^  iteratas ; 
ut  in  pompa  paupertas  sit,  et  in  rebus  jejunis  fcistidium.  Atque 
si  vobiscum  familiariter  loqui  et  jocari  hac  de  re  liceat,  videtur 

*  So  MS.     Gruter's  copy  has  iBo, 

*  orationis,  quam  ejeceperat,  —  MS. 

'  fiomineM  esti$  et  mortales ;  nee  conditionU  vetirtt  tanUum  pcmiteatti  naturtB  vestrm  $aii$ 
memineritis.  —  MS. 

4  et  retinuH  omitted  In  MS.  ^  ut  vos  exerceret.  —  MS. 

'  rependeret,  —  MS*  '  in  omnem,  —  MS. 

'  excutiatie  et . ,  .  scripta  iHa  omitted  in  MS.  *  ae  plane  in  MS. 
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doctrina  vestra  coense  illius  ^  hospitis  Chalcidensis  simillima^  qui 
cum  interrogaretur  unde  tain  varia  venatio^  respondit,  ilia 
omnia  condimentis  ^  ex  mansueto  sue  esse  facta.  Neque  enim 
negabitis  universam  istam  copiam  nit  aliud  esse  quam  por- 
tionem  quandam  philosophiss  Gr»corum ;  eamque  certe  minime 
in  saltu  aut  sylvis  naturae  nutritam ;  sed  in  scholis  et  cellis^  tan- 
quam  animal  domesticum  saginatum.  Si  enim  ^  a  Gnecisiisque 
paucis  abscedatur^,  quid  tandem  habent  vel  Komani  yel  Arabes 
vel  nostril  quod  non  ab  Aristotelis^  Platonis,  Hippocratis^  Ga- 
leni,  Euclidis  *,  Ptolemaei  inventis  derivetur,  aut  in  eadem  re- 
cidat?  Itaque  yidetis  diyitias  yestras  esse  paucorum  census; 
atque  in  sex  fortasse  hominimi  cerebellis  spes  et  fortunas  om- 
nium sitas  esse.^  Neque  yero  idcirco  Deus  yobis  animas  ra- 
tionales indidit,  ut  Authoris  yestri  partes^  (fidem  scilicet  yestram 
quse  Deo  et  ^  diyinis  debetur)  hominibus  differretis :  neque  sen- 
sus  informationem  firmam  et  yalidam  attribuit^  ut  paucorum 
hominum  opera^  sed  ut  ipsius  Dei  opera  ^^  Coelum  et  Terram^ 
contemplaremini ;  laudes  ejus  ^^  celebrantes,  et  h jmnum  condi- 
tori^*  yestro  canentes^  iis  ^^  etiam  yiris^  si  placet  (nihil  enim  ob- 
stat)^  in  chorum  receptisJ^  Quinetiam  ista  ipsa  doctrina,  usu 
yestra,  origine  Graeca,  quas  tanta  pompa  incedit,  quota  pars 
fuit  ilia  sapientiss  Grsecorum?  Ea  enim  yaria  fuit;  yarietas 
autem  ut  yeritati  non  acquiescit,  ita  nee  errorem  figit ;  sed  ad 
yeritatem  est  instar  iridis  ad  solem^  qusB  omnium  imaginum  est 
maxime  infirma  et  quasi  deperdita^  sed  tamen  imago.  Verum 
et  banc  quoque  yarietatem  nobis  extinxit  (Graecus  et  ipse) 
Aristoteles :  credo,  ut  discipuli  res  gestas  sequaret.  Atque  di- 
scipuli  prasconium  (si  recte  memini)  tale  celebratur : 

Felix  terrarum  prsedo,  non  utile  mundo 
EdituB  exemplum,  terras  tot  posse  sub  uno 
Esse  viro. 

An  et  magister,  felix  doctrinae  praedo  ?  Acerbe  illud,  sed  quae 
sequuntur  optime.  Nullo  enim  modo  ille  utilis  rebus  humanis, 
qui  tot  egregia  ingenia,  tot  (inquam)  libera  capita  in  seryitutem 
redegerit.     Itaque,  filii,  de  copia  yestra  audistis  quam  arcta, 

>  iK  MS.  '  eondimenlis  omitted  in  MS. 

*  Quod  8i.  — MS.  *  abseedatis»  ^-  MS. 

*  In  tbe  MS.  Euclidis  is  Inserted  between  tbe  lines  in  Bacon's  hand. 

*  Itaque  videtisin  sex  fortatst  hominum  certbeUis  etanimulisspes  et  foriumu  vestras 
tUas  esM.  —  MS. 

*  sua$  partes,  —  MS.  *  Dso  et  omitted  in  MS. 

*  sua  demum  opera,  —  MS.  "  suas  in  MS.  "  auihori.  — ■  MS. 
»2  Ai». MS.                                     ^*  acceptis. — MS.  Here  Gruter's  copy  ends. 
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quam  ad  paucos  redacta.  Divitise  enim  Yestres  sunt  paucorom 
censuB.'  De  utilitate  jam  attendite.  At  quern  tandem  aditum 
ad  mentes  et  sensus  vestros,  non  dioam  impetrabimus  (yos  enim 
beneYoli),  sed  stniemus  aut  machinabimur^  res  siquidem  diffi- 
cilis?  Quo  fomite^  qua  accensione  lumen  Yobis  innatum  cx*- 
citabimus^  idque  a  prsestigiis  luminis  adYentitii  et  infusi  libera- 
bimus  ?  Quomodo,  inquam,  nos  Yobis  dabimus^  ut  yos  Yobis 
reddamus?  Infinita  pnejudicia  facta  simt^  opiniones  haustaa, 
receptas,  sparssB.  Theologi  multa  e  philosophia  ista  sua  fece- 
runt,  et  specuIatiYam  quandam  ab  utraque  doctrina  coagmen- 
tatam  condiderunt.  Viri  ciYiles,  qui  ad  existimationis  suae 
fructum  pertinere  putant  ut  docti  habeantur^  multa  ubique  ex 
eadem  scriptis  suis  et  orationibus  inspergunt  Etiam  Yoces, 
filii,  et  Yerba  ex  dictamine  ejusdem  philosophise^  et  secundum 
ejus  prsBscripta  et  placita,  apposite  conficta  sunt ;  adeo  ut  simul 
ac  loqui  didiceritis  (felicem  dicam  an  infelicem)  banc  errorum 
Cabalam  haurire  et  imbibere  necesse  fuerit.  Neque  hsec  tantum 
consensu  singulorum  firmata,  sed  et  institutis  aoademiarum, 
collegiorum,  ordinum^  fere  rerumpublicarum,  Yeluti  sancita  est. 
Huic  itaque  jam  subito  renunciabitis  ?  idne  sumus  Yobis  au- 
thores?  Atqui  ego^  filii,  hoc  non  postulo^  neque  hujusmodi 
philosophiea  Yestrae  fructus  moror^  aut  eos  Yobis  interdico,  neque 
in  solitudinem  aliquam  yos  abripiam.  Utimini  philosophia 
quam  habetis^  disputationes  Ycstras  ex  ejus  uberibus  alite,  ser- 
mones  ornate,  graYiores  apud  Yulgus  hominum  hoc  ipso  nomine 
estote.  Neque  enim  philosophia  Yera  ad  haec  multum  utilis 
Yobis  erit:  non  prsBsto  est,  nee  in  transitu  capitur,  nee  ex 
prsenotionibus  intellectui  blanditur,  non  ad  Yulgi  captum  (nisi 
per  utilitatem  et  opera)  descendit.  SerYate  itaque  et  iUam 
alteram,  et  prout  commodum  Yobis  erit  adhibete :  atque  aliter 
cum  natura,  aliter  cum  populo  negotiamini.  Nemo  enim  est 
qui  plus  multo  quam  alius  quis  intelligit,  quin  ad  minus  intelli* 
gentem  tanquam  personatus^  sit,  ut  se  exuat,  alteri  det.  Verum 
illud  YOS  familiariter  pro  more  nostro  moneo,  Habete  Laidem 
dummodo  a  Laide  non  habeamini.'  Judicium  sustinete ;  aliis 
YOS  date,  non  dedite ;  et  yos  melioribus  serYate.     Atque  Yide- 

^  ThlB  sentence  ia  nnderllned  in  the  MS.  In  Grater's  copy  it  is  introduced  beibre 
and  would  probably  have  been  omitted  here. 

'  Compare  De  Int,  Nat.  Sententug,  XII. :  Privaia  Negotia  penonatus  adminittrt^ 
rerum  tamen  proviius  tvbveneroM, 

"  Diog.  Laert.  in  Aristippo.  —  R.  L,  £. 
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mar  minus  quiddam  vobis  imponere  ^  quod  hsBC  quse  in  manibus 
habetis  usu  yobis  et  honore  manebunt ;  ideoque  ssquiore  animo 
passuri  estis,  eadem  de  yeritate  et  utilitate  in  dubium  yocari 
Verum  etiamsi  yos  optime  animati  essetis^  ut  quaecunque  hao- 
tenus  didicistis  aut  credidistis,  spretis  opinionibus  ac  etiam  rati- 
onibus  yestris  priyatis,  yel  hoc  ipso  loco  deposituri  sitis^  modo  de 
yeritate  yobis  constaret ;  attamen  hac  quoque  ex  parte  hseremus ; 
neque  habemus  fere  quo  nos  yertamus,  ut  fidem  yobis  rei  tarn 
inopinatsB  et  noyas  faciamus.  Certe  disputationis  lex  penitus 
sublata  e&p,  cum  de  principiis  nobis  yobiscum  non  conyeniat 
Etiam  spes  ejusdem  prsscisa  est,  quia  de  demonstrationibus  quae 
nunc  in  usu  sunt  dubitatio  injecta  est,  atque  accusatio  suscepta. 
Atque  hoc  animorum  statu  yeritas  ipsa  yobis  non  tuto  commit- 
titur.  Itaque  intellectus  yester  prasparandus  antequam  docen- 
dus,  animi  sanandi  antequam  exercendi  sunt,  area  denique  pur- 
ganda  antequam  inaBdificanda :  atque  ad  hunc  finem  hoc  tempore 
conyenistis.  Qua  igitur  industria  aut  commoditate  hoc  nego- 
tium  discutiemus  aut  agemus  ?  Non  desperandum.  Inest  pro- 
fecto,  filii,  animad  humanae,  utcunque  occupatas  et  obsessas, 
aliqua  pars  intellectus  pura  et  yeritatis  hospita ;  estque  ad  eam 
aliqua  molli  cliyo  orbita  deducens.  Agite,  filii,  yos  et  ego  yiros 
doctos,  si  quid  in  hoc  genere  sumus,  exuamus ;  et  faciamus  nos 
tanquam  aliquos  e  plebe,  et  omissis  rebus  ipsis  ex  signis  qui- 
busdam  externis  conjecturas  capiamus.  Haec  enim  saltern  nobis 
cum  hominibus  communia  simt  Doctrina  yestra,  ut  dictum 
est,  fluxit  a  Graecis.  Qualis  natio  ?  Nil  mihi  rei  cum  conyitio 
est,  filii ;  itaque  quas  de  ea  dicta  sunt  ab  aliis,  nee  repetam  nee 
imitabor.  Tantum  dico  eam  nationem  fuisse  semper  ingenio 
praeproperam,  more  professoriam ;  quae  duo  sapientiae  et  yeritati 
sunt  inimicissima.  Nee  praeterire  fas  est  yerba  sacerdotis 
^gyptii,  pradsertim  ad  yirum  e  Grascia  excellentem  prolata,  ab 
authore  etiam  nobili  e  Graecia  relata.  Is  sacerdos  certe  yerus 
yates  ftiit,  cum  diceret,  Vos  Graeci  semper  pueri.  Annon  bene 
diyinatum  est?  Verissime  certe,  Gra^cos  pueros  aetemos  esse; 
idque  non  tantum  in  historia  et  rerum  memoria,  sed  multo 
magis  in  rerum  contemplatione.  Quidni  enim  sit  instar  pueritia^ 
ea  philosophia,  quae  garrire  et  causari  noyerit,  generare  et  pro- 
creare  non  possit?  Disputationibus  inepta  operibus  inanis? 
Mementote  ergo  (ut  ait  ^ropheta)  rupis  ex  qua  excisi  estis,  et 

^ Atque  reqtirare  mihi  tunuiiha  videmHt,  was  the  original  reading  of  the  MS. 
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de  natione  cujus  authoritatem  seqnimini,  quod  Grssca  sit,  in- 
terdom  cogitate.  Sequitur  temporis  nota,  qua  philosophia  ista 
Testra  nata  est  et  prodiit  iBtas  erat^  filii,  cum  ilia  condita 
fuit^  fabulis  vicina,  historias  egena^  peregrinationibus  et  notitia 
orbis  parum  informata  aut  illustrata,  qusBque  nee  antiquitatis 
venerationem  nee  temporum  recentium  copiam  habebat^  Bed 
utraque  dignitate  et  prterogativa  carebat  Etenim  antiquis 
temporibus  credere  licet  fuisse  divinos  viros^  qui  altiora  quam 
pro  hominum  communi  conditione  saperent.  Nostram  autem 
SBtatem  fateri  necesse  est,  prsB  ilia  de  qua  loquimur,  (ut  taceam 
ingeniorum  et  meditationum  fiructus  et  labores)  etiam  duorum 
fere  mille  annorum  eventis  et  experientia,  et  duarum  tertiamm 
orbis  notitia  auctam  esse.  Itaque  videte  quam  anguste  habi- 
taverint  vel  potius  conclusa  fuerint  iUius  etatis  ingenia,  si  rem 
Tel  per  tempora  vel  per  regiones  computetis.  Neque  enim 
mille  annorum  historiam,  quae  digna  historiss  nomine  sit,  habe- 
bant;  sed  fabulas  et  somnia.  Regionum  yero  tractuumque 
mundi  quotam  partem  noverant?  Cum  omnes  hyperboreos 
Scythas,  omnes  occidentales  Celtas,  indistincte  appellarent ;  nil 
in  Africa  ultra  citimam  ^thiopias  partem,  nil  in  Asia  ultra 
Gangem,  multo  minus  novi  orbis  provincias,  ne  per  auditum 
sane  aut  fama  nossent ;  imo  et  plurima  climata  et  zonas,  quibus 
populi  infiniti  spirant  et  degunt,  tanquam  inbabitabiles  ab  illis 
pronuntiatas  sint:  quinetiam  peregrinationes  Democriti,  Plar 
tonis,  Pythagone,  non  longinquaB  profecto,  sed  potius  subur- 
banae,  ut  magnum  aliquid  celebrantur.  Atque  experientia,  filii^ 
ut  aqua,  quo  largior  est  eo  minus  corrumpitur.  Nostris  autem 
temporibus  (ut  scitis)  oceanus  sinus  laxayit,  et  novi  orbes  pa- 
tuere,  et  veteris  orbis  extrema  undique  innotescunt*  idque 
distincte  ac  proprie.  Itaque  ex  astatis  et  temporis  natura,  veluti 
ex  nativitate  et  genitura  philosophiae  yestne,  nil  magni  de  ea 
Chaldaei  praedixerint.  De  hominibus  videamus.  Qua  in  re 
optimo  fato  hoc  fit  (neque  id  artificio  aliquo  nostro  cautum  est, 
sed  ipsa  res  hoc  non  solum  patitur,  verum  etiam  postulat),  ut  et 
illis  honor  servetur,  et  nos  modestiam  nostram  tueri  et  retinere 
possimus,  et  tamen  fidem  liberare.  Nos  enim,  filii,  nee  invidiam 
nee  jactantias  nobis  conscii  sumus,  nee  de  ingenii  palma  nee  de 
placitorum  regno  contendimus ;  longe  alia  nostra  ratio  est  et 
finis,  hocque  mox  aperietur.  Itaque'  antiquorum  ingeniis,  ex- 
cellentiae,  facultati,  nihil  detrahimus ;  sed  generi  ipsi,  vias,  insti- 
tuto,  authoritati,  placitis,  necessario  derogamus.     Immensum 
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enim  est  quantum  scientiarum  progressum  deprimant ;  atque 
opinio  copise  inter  maximas  causas  inopiae  reperitnr.  Atque  duo 
sunt  yiri^  filii^  quorum  placita  ex  libris  eorum  propriis  haurire 
licet :  Plato  et  Aristoteles :  utinam  illud  et  reliquorum  non- 
nullis  contigisset  Sed  Aristoteles,  Othomannonun  more,  re- 
gnare  se  non  potuisse  existimavit,  nisi  fratres  trucidasset.  Idque 
ei,  non  statim  sane  sed  postea,  ex  voto  nimis  feliciter  successit. 
De  his  itaque  duobus  pauca  dicere  instituimus.  Xenophontem 
autem  tertium  non  adjungimus,  suayem  scriptorem  et  virum 
excellentem.  Yerum  cum  illis  qui  philosophiam  tanquam 
ingenii  peregrinationem  amoenam  et  jucundam,  non  tanquam 
proyinciam  laboriosam  et  solicitam,  susceperunt,  nobis  non 
multum  rei  est.  Itaque  hos  duos  viros,  Platonem  et  Aristote- 
lem,  si  quis  inter  maxima  mortalium  ingenia  non  numeret,  aut 
minus  perspicit  aut  minus  s&quus  est.  Ingeuia  certe  illorum 
capada,  acuta,  sublimia.  Sed  tamen  yidendum  primo,  cujus 
generis  philosophantium  censeri  possint.  Invenio  enim  tria 
genera  apud  Graecos  eorum  qui  philosophiae  cultores  habiti  sint. 
Primum  erat  sophistarum,  qui  per  plurimas  civitates  instituta 
profectione,  et  per  singulas  mansitantes,  adolescentes,  recepta 
mercede,  sapientiaimbuere  professi  sunt;  quales  fuere  Gorgias, 
Protagoras,  Hippias,  quos  Plato  ubique  exagitat,  et  fere  in 
comoedisB  morem  deridendos  propinat.  Neque  enim  hi  rhetores 
tantum  erant,  aut  orationum  conscriptores,  sed  universalem  re- 
rum  notitiam  sibi  arrogabant.  Secundum  erat  eorum  qui  majore 
fastu  et  opinione,  locis  certis  et  sedibus  fixis,  scholas  aperiebant, 
atque  placita  et  sectam  condentes  aut  excipientes,  auditores,  se- 
ctatores,  successores  insuper  habebant.  Ex  quo  genere  erant 
Plato,  Aristoteles,  Zeno,  Epicurus.  Nam  Pythagoras  etiam  au- 
ditores traxit,  et  sectam  constituit ;  sed  traditionum  potius  qiiam 
disputationum  plenam,  et  superstitioni  quam  philosophiae  propio- 
rem.  Tertium  autem  genus  erant  eorum,  qui  remoto  strepitu 
et  pompa  professoria,  serio  veritatis  inquisitioni  et  rerum  con- 
templationi  dediti,  et  (tanquam  Endymion)  solitarii  et  quasi 
sopiti,  sibi  philosophabantur ;  aut  adhibitis  paucis  (quibus  idem 
amor  erat)  in  coUoquiorum  suavitatem,  destinata  perfidebant ; 
neque  Galate®  more,  cujus  lusus  in  undis,  disputationum  pro- 
cellis  se  oblectabant.  Atque  tales  fuere  Empedocles,  Heraclitus, 
Democritus,  Anaxagoras,  Parmenides.  Neque  enim  reperietis 
hos  scholas  aperuisse,  sed  tandem  speculationes  et  inventa  sua 
in  scripta  redegisse,  et  posteris  transmisisse.      Nunc  autem 
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Tidetifl  certe,  fillip  qusB  res  agatur.  Ego  enim  duo  prima  genera 
(utcunque  se  invieem  abnegent  et  proscindant)  tamen  natura 
rei  ipsius  conneza  esse  statuo.  Itaque  non  hssitabo  apud  vos 
dicere^  me  locum  Platoni  et  Aristoteli  tribuere  inter  Sopblstas : 
sed  tanquam  ordinis  emendati  et  reformat!.  Eandem  enim  rem 
prorsus  video.  Aberat  fortasse  loci  mutatio  et  circumcursatio^ 
et  mercedis  indignitas,  et  inepta  ostentatio ;  atque  lucet  in  illis 
certe  quiddam  solennius  et  nobilius ;  sed  aderant  schola,  au- 
ditor, secta.'  Itaque  genus  ipsum  profecto  cemitis.  Jam  vero 
de  viris  ipsis  aliquid  separatim  dicamus ;  institutum  servantes, 
ut  missis  rebus  ex  signis  conjiciamus.  Itaque  ab  Aristotele 
exorsi,  memoriam  yestram,  filii,  testamur^  si  in  phjsicis  ejus  et 
mctaphysicis  non  ssepius  dialecticse  quam  naturse  voces  audiatis. 
Quid  enim  solidi  ab  eo  sperari  possit,  qui  mundum  tanquam  e 
categoriis  efiecerit  ?  qui  negotium  materia  et  vacui,  et  raritatis 
et  densitatis,  per  distinctionem  Actus  et  Potentias  transegerit  ? 
qui  animffi  genus  non  multo  melius  quam  ex  vodbus  secundas 
intentionis  tribuerit?  Yerum  haec  ad  res  ipsas  penetrant. 
Itaque  ab  hujusmodi  sermone  abnstendum.  Nam  cum  con- 
futationem  justam  instituere  immemoris  plane  sit,  ita  et  opini- 
ones  tanti  hominis  per  satyram  perstringere  superbum  foret. 
Signa  autem  in  iUo  non  bona,  quod  ingenium  incitatum  et  se 
proripiens,  nee  alienae  cogitationis  nee  propriss  fere  patiens ; 
quod  quaestionum  artifex^,  quod  contradictionibus  continuus, 
quod  antiquitati  infestus  et  insultans,  quod  quassita  obscu- 
ritas  est ;  alia  plurima,  quae  omnia  magisterium  sapiunt,  non 
inquisitionem  veritatis.'  Quod  si  quis  ad  haec:  censuram 
rem  proclivem  fortasse  esse;  illud  interim  coustare,  post 
Aristotelis  opera  edita,  pleraque  antiquorum  veluti  deserta 
exolevisse;  apud  tempora  autem  quas  sequuta  sunt,  nil  me* 
lius  inventum  esse;  magnum  itaque  virum  Aristotelem,  qui 
utrumque  tempus  ad  se  traxerit ;  atque  verisimile  esse,  pfai- 
losophiam  in  eo  ipso  tanquam  sedes  fixas  posuisse,  ut  nihil 
restet  nisi  ut  conservetur  et  ornetur:  —  Ego,  filii,  cogita- 
tionem  banc  esse  existimo  hominis  vel  imperiti,  vel  partibus 
infecti,  vel  desidis.     Est  enim  (ut  dicit  scriptura)  desidia  quae- 

'  The  words  nolng  auiem  pro  duperata  habetur  res,  cum  inqviiitio  veritatu  iranni 
in  itutitutionem  aut  deferuumem  ucta,  which  fallowed  in  the  MS.,  have  a  line  drawn 
through  them. 

'  Originally  Signa  avtem  iUa  non  bona  quod  ubique  inanes  qwtstionea  subdit,  dein 
solvit ;  Quod  in  eausarum  explrcatione,  pratsertim  earum  qua  ad  particulares  opera" 
tiones  speetanU  aut  propria  subtilitate  atioiutus  heeret  ei  ambigit,  aut  partem  rei  attingit 
et  statim  se  abripit :    Quod  eontradiciionibuSj  &c. 

•  Originally,  et  conditorem  secta:,  non  sanam  et  sinceram  inquisitionem  veritatis. 
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dam^  quffi  sibi  pmdens  videtur  et  septempHci  rationum  pondere 
gravior.  Atque  proculdubio  (si  verum  omnino  dicendum  est) 
ista  desidia  hujus  opinionis  inyenietur  pars  yel  maxima ;  dum 
hmnanss  naturas  ingenita  superbia^  vitiis  propriis  non  solum 
ignoscens  verum  etiam  cultum  quendam  prophanum  attribuens^ 
laborum  et  inquirendi  et  experiendi  fugam  pro  ea  qusB  pru- 
dentiffi  comes  sit  diffidentia  veneretur ;  neque  ita  multo  post^ 
socordia  singulorum  judicium  et  authorltatem  uniyersorum  re- 
prsBsentet  et  effingat.  Nos  yero  primo  illud  interrogamus^  an 
ob  illud  yir  magnus  Aristotetes^  quod  utrumque  tempus  traxe- 
rit?  Certe  magnus:  Itane?  At  non  major  quam  impostonun 
maximus.  Impostur®  enim,  atque  adeo  Principis  Imposturse 
Antichristi,  haec  prasrogatiya  singularis  est.  Veni  (inquit  yeritas 
ipsa)  in  nomine  patris  mei^  nee  recipitis  me :  si  quis  yenerit 
nomine  suo^  eum  recipietis.  Audistisne  filii?  sensu  non  proprio 
certe,  sed  pio  et  yero,  qui  in  nomine  patemitatis  aut  antiqui- 
tatis  yenerit  non  receptum  in ;  qui  autem  priora  prostemendo, 
destruendo,  authoritatem  sibi  usurpayerit  et  in  nomine  proprio 
yenerit,  eum  homines  sequi.  Atque  si  quis  unquam  in  phi- 
losophia  in  nomine  proprio  yenit,  is  est  Aristoteles,  per  omnia 
sibi  author,  quique  antiquitatem  ita  despexit,  ut  neminem  ex 
antiquis  yel  nominare  fere  dignetur,  nisi  ad  confutationem  et 
opprobrium.  Quin  et  disertis  yerbis  dicere  non  erubescit  (bene 
ominatus  certe  etiam  in  maledicto),  yerisimile  esse  majores 
nostros  ex  terra  aliqua  aut  limo  procreates  fuisse,  ut  ex  opini- 
onibus  et  institutis  eorum  stupidis  et  yere  terreis  conjicere  licet. 
Neque  tamen  illud  yerum  est,  antiquorum  philosophorum  opera, 
postquam  Aristoteles  de  iis  ex  authoritate  propria  triumphasset, 
statim  extincta  fuisse.  Videmus  enim  qualis  fuerit  opinio  de 
prudentia  Democriti  post  Caesarum  tempora, 

Cujus  prudentia  monstrat, 
MagnoB  posse  vires,  et  magna  exempla  daturos, 
Vervecum  in  patria,  crassoque  sub  aere  nasci.^ 

Atque  satis  constat,  sub  tempora  excultiora  imperii  Bomani 
plurimos  antiquorum  Grsecorum  libros  incolumes  mansisse. 
Neque  enim  tantum  potuisset  Aristoteles  (licet  voluntas  ei 
non  defuerit)  ut  ea  deleret,  nisi  Attila  et  Gensericus  et  Gothi 
ei  in  hac  re  adjutores  fuissent.  Turn  enim  postquam  doctrina 
humana  naufragium  perpessa  esset,  tabula  ista  AristotelicaB 
philosophias,  tanquam  materia  alicujus  levioris  et  minus  solidas, 

>  Jut.  z.  4S. 
o  o  4 
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servata  est^  et  extinctis  semulis  recepta.  At  quod  de  consensu 
homines  sibi  fingunt,  id  et  infidum  et  infirmum  est.  An  yos,  filii> 
temporis  partus  habetis  numeratos  et  descriptos  in  fastis,  eos 
inquam  qui  perierunt,  latuerunt,  aut  aliis  orbis  partibus  inno- 
tuerunt  ?  An  et  abortus  qui  nunquam  in  lucem  editi  sunt  ? 
Itaque  desinant  homines  angustias  suas  mundo  et  saeculis  attri- 
buere  et  imponere.  Quid  si  de  sufiragiis  ipsis  litem  moT9- 
amus,  et  negemus  verum  et  legitimum  consensum  esse,  cum 
homines  addicti  credunt,  non  persuasi  judicant  ?  Transierunt, 
filii,  ab  ignorantia  in  prasjudicium :  hsec  demum  est  ilia  coitio 
potius  quam  consensus.  Postremo,  si  de  isto  consensu  non 
diffiteamur,  sed  eum  ipsum  ut  suspectum  rejiciamus,  an  nos 
inter  morbimi  istimi  animorum  grassantem  et  epidemicum  sani- 
tatis  pcBuitebit  ?  Pessimimi  certe,  filii,  omnium  augurium  est 
de  consensu  in  rebus  intellectualibus ;  exceptis  divinis  ^  cum 
Veritas  descendit  eoelitus.  Nihil  enim  multis  placet,  nisi  aut 
imaginationem  feriat,  ut  superstitio,  aut  notiones  vulgares,  ut 
doctrina  sophistarum :  tantumque  consensus  iste  a  vera  et  solida 
authoritate  abest,  ut  etiam  yiolentam  prassumptionem  inducat 
in  contrarium.  Optime  enim  Graecus  ille.  Quid  peccavi  ?  cum 
complauderent.  Quod  si  is  esset  yir  qui  putatur  esse  Aristo- 
teles,  tamen  nuUo  modo  vobis  author  sim^ut  unius  hominis  cogi- 
tata  et  placita  instar  oraculi  recipiatis.  Qu8B  enim,  filii,  est  ista 
voluntaria  servitus  ?  tantone  auditoribus  monachi  illius  ethnici 
deteriores  estis,  ut  illi  suum  Ipse  dixit  post  septennium  depo- 
nerent,  yos  iUud  post  annos  bis  mille  retineatis  ?  Atque  nee 
istum  ipsum  pneclarum  authorem  habuissetis,  si  antiquitatis 
studium  yaluisset :  et  tamen  eadem  in  ilium  lege  et  conditione 
uti  yeremini.  Quin,  si  me  audietis,  dictaturam  istam,  non 
modo  huic  homini  sed  et  cuiyis  mortalium  qui  sunt,  qui  erunt, 
in  perpetuum  negabitis ;  atque  homines  in  recte  inventis  se- 
quemini,  ut  videntes  lucem,  non  in  omnibus  promiscue,  ut  cseci 
ducem.  Neque  certe  yos  yirium  pceniteat,  si  experiamini: 
neque  enim  Aristotele  in  singulis,  licet  forte  in  omnibus,  in- 
feriores  estis.  Atque  quod  caput  rei  est,  una  certe  re  ilium 
longe  superatis,  exemplis  yidelicet  et  experimentis  et  monitis 
temporis.  Nam  ut  ille  (quod  narrant)  librum  confecerit  in 
quo   ducentarum  quinquaginta   quinque  ciyitatum     leges  et 

I  In  the  correspoQdlng  passage  in  the  Novum  Orgonum  (i,  §  77.)  he  bA^  a  polUieu, 
tifrt  mffragiorumjus  est. 
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instituta  collegerit  ^  tamen  non  dubito  quin  unias  reipublicae 
Bomanae  mores  et  exempla  plus  ad  prudentiam  et  militarem  et 
civilem  contulerint  quam  omnia  ilia.  Similia  etiam  et  in 
naturali  philosophia  evenerunt.  Itane  vero  animati  estis,  ut 
non  tantum  dotes  vestras  proprias,  sed  etiam  temporis  dona 
projiciatis  ?  Itaque  vindicate  vos  tandem,  et  vos  rebus  addite, 
neque  accessio  unius  hominis  estote.  De  Platone  vero  ea  nos- 
tra sententia  est ;  illum^  licet  ad  rempublicam  non  accessisset 
sed  a  rebus  civilibus  administrandis  quodammodo  refugisset 
propter  temporum  perturbationes,  tamen  natura  et  inclina- 
tione  omnino  ad  res  civiles  propensum^  vires  eo  prsecipue  in- 
tendisse;  neque  de  philosophia  naturali  admodum  solicitum 
fuisse,  nisi  quatenus  ad  philosophi  nomen  et  celebritatem 
tuendam^  et  ad  majestatem  quandam  moralibus  et  civilibus 
doctrinis  addendam  et  aspergendam  sufficeret.  Ex  quo  fit^  ut 
qu89  de  natura  scripsit  nil  firmitudinis  habeant  Quinetiam 
naturam  theologia^  non  minus  quam  Aristoteles  dialectica, 
infecit  et  corrupit.  Optima  autem  in  eo  signa  (si  csetera  con- 
sensissent),  quod  et  formarum  cognitionem  ambiret,  et  indu- 
ctione  per  omnia^  non  tantum  ad  principia  sed  etiam  ad  medias 
propositiones  uteretur :  licet  et  hsBC  ipsa  duo  vere  divina^  et  ob 
qu8s  nomen  divini  non  dico  tulit  sed  meruit^,  corruperit  et 
inutilia  reddiderit,  dum  et  formas  abstractas  prensaret,  et  in- 
ductionis  materiam  tantum  ex  rebus  obviis  et  vulgaribus  desu- 
meret ;  quod  hujusmodi  scilicet  exempla  (quia  notiora)  disputa- 
tionibus  potius  convenirent.  Itaque  cum  ei  diligens  natundium 
rerum  contemplatio  et  observatio  deesset,  quas  unica  philosophise 
materia  est^  nil  mirum  si  nee  ingenium  altum  nee  modus  in- 
quisitionis  felix  magnopere  profecerint.  Verumnos  ex  signo- 
rum  consideratione  nescio  quo  modo  in  res  ipsas  prolabimur: 
non  enim  facile  separari  possunt,  neque  ea  ingrata  vobis  auditu 
fuisse  arbitramur.  Quinetiam  fortasse  et  illud  insuper  scire 
vultisy  quid  de  reliquis  illis  sentiamus^  qui  aliems^  non  propriis^ 
scriptis  nobis  noti  sunt ;  Py thagora^  Empedocle^  Heraclito^  An- 
axagota^  Democrito,  Parmenide,  aliis.  Atque  hac  de  re,  filii,  nil 
reticebimuB^  sed  aniioi  nostri  sensum  integrum  et  sincerum  vobis 
aperiemus.     Scitote  itaque,  nos  summa  cum  diligentia  et  cura 

■  His  Bcpublic.  See  the  Life  of  Aiiitotie  ascribed  to  Ammonlus.  Diog.  LaertiuB 
tays  168.    Y.  %  27.^  R.L,E. 

*  The  words  duo  —  nwnciV  are  inserted  between  the  lines,  in  Bacon's  hand ;  also  the 
words  ei  intUUia  reddiderii. 
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omnes  yel  tenuissiniM  auras  circa  honim  viromm  opiniones  et 
placita  captasse  :  ut  quicquid  de  illis^  vel  dum  ab  Aristotele  con- 
futantur^  vel  dum  a  Platone  et  Cicerone  citaatur^  vel  in  Plutarchi 
fascicule^  vel  in  Laertii  vitis^  vel  in  Lucretii  poemate>  vel  in  ali- 
quibus  fragmentia,  yel  in  quavis  alia  sparsa  memoria  et  mentione^ 
inyeniri  poeait,  evolyerimus ;  neque  cursim  aut  contemptim;  sed 
cum  fide  et  deliberatione  examinaverimua.  Atque  dubium  pro- 
fecto  non  est,  quin  si  opiniones  eorum,  quas  nunc  per  intemun- 
tios  quosdam  minime  fidos  aolummodo  habemus^  in  propriia  ex- 
tarent  operibua,  ut  eas  ex  ipais  fontibus  haurire  liceret,  majorem 
finnitudinem  habitura  fiiisaent ;  cum  theoriamm  virea  in  apta  et 
ae  mutuo  austinente  partium  harmonia,  et  quadam  in  orbem  de- 
monatratione  conaiatant,  ideoque  per  partea  traditas  infirmse  aint. 
Neque  negamua  noa  reperire^  inter  placita  tarn  yaria^  baud 
pauca  in  contemplatione  nature  et  cauaarum  aaaignatione  non 
indiligenter  notat^  Alioa  autem  in  aliia  (ut  fere  fieri  aolet) 
constat  feliciorea  fuiaae.  Quod  ai  cum  Ariatotele  conferantur, 
plane  cenaemua  fuiaae  ex  iia  nonnulloa,  qui  in  multia  Ariatotele 
longe  et  acutiua  et  altiua  in  naturam  penetrayerint;  quod-fieri 
neceaae  fuit,  cum  experientisB  cultorea  magia  religioai  fuerint^ 
prceaertim  Democritua>  qui  ob  naturae  peritiam  etiam  magus 
habitua  eat.  Yeruntamen  nobia  neceaae  eat,  ai  aimpliciter  et 
absque  peraona  yobiacum  agere  atat  decretum>  .nomina  iata 
magna  breyi  admodum  aententia  tranamittere :  eaae  nimirum 
hujuamodi  philosophorum  placita  ac  iheorias  yeluti  diyersa- 
rum  fabularum  in  theatre  argumenta,  in  quandam  yeri  simili* 
tudinem,  alia  elegantius,  alia  negligentius  aut  crassius  con- 
ficta;  atque  habere,  quod  fabularum  propriimi  est,  ut  yeris 
interdum  narrationibus  concinniora  et  conmiodiora  yidean* 
tur,  et  qualia  quis  libentius  crederet.  Sane  cum  isti  famae  et 
opinioni,  tanquam  scens,  minus  seryirent  quam  Aristoteles  et 
Plato  et  reliqui  e  scholis,  puriores  fuere  ab  ostentatione  et  im- 
postura,  atque  eo  nomine  saniores ;  c»tera  aimilea  erant  Una 
enim  quaai  nayia  philo8ophi»  Gnecorum  yidetur,  atque  errorea 
diyersi,  cauaas  errandi  communea.  ^Quinetiam  nobis  minime 
dubium  eat,  si  penes  populum  et  ciyitates  liberas  res  mansis- 
sent^  fieri  non  potuiaae  ut  humani  ingenii  peregrinationea 

*  Originally,  et  niti  tempora  ieqwntia  et  in  Gnecia  et  alibi  a  populi  polentia  ad 
numarchias  et  ad  imptria  magie  umta  et  ardinata  incUnattemtf  fieri  non  potuisee  nt 
human*  ingenii  peregrinationee  et  erroree^  mtenngme  inter  lonfam  theoriamm  v€uietatem 
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popularibus  auris  velificantes,  utcunqne  inter  tarn  numerosa  et 
yaria  theoriarum  oommenta  Be  eistere  aut  continere  potoissent. 
Quemadmodum  enim  in  astronomicis,  et  iis  quibns  terram  ro- 
tari  placet  et  iis  qui  veterem  *  conetructionem  tenuerunt  phae- 
nomenorum  in  coelis  patrocinia  aequa  sunt ;  c[uin  et  tabularum 
calculi  utrisque  respondent :  eodem  modo  ac  multo  etiam  faci- 
lius  est  in  naturali  philosophia  complures  theorias  excogitare, 
inter  se  multum  difierentes^  sed  tamen  singulas  sibi  constantes^ 
et  experientiam  et  prcesertim  instantias  vulgares^  quae  in  quae- 
stionibus  philosopbicis  (ut  nunc  fit)  judicia  exercere  solent, 
in  diversum  trahentes^  et  pro  testibus  citantes.  Neque  enim 
defuerunt  etiam  nostra  SBtate,  in  nostris  inquam  frigidis  pras- 
cordiis  atque  tempore  quo  res  religionis  ingenia  consumpse- 
runt  ^  qui  novas  pbilosophiae  naturaUs  fabricas  meditati  sunt. 
Nam  Telesius  ex  Consentia  soenam  conscendit  et  novam  fabu- 
lam  egit^  argumento  profecto  magis  probabilem  quam  plausu 
celebrem.  Et  Gilbertus  ex  Anglia,  cum  naturam  magnetis 
laboriosissime  et  magna  inquisitionis  firmitudine  et  constantia^ 
necnon  experimentorum  magno  comitatu  et  fere  agmine^  per- 
scrutatus  esset,  statim  imminebat  et  ipse  novae  philosophiae  con- 
dendas ;  nee  Xenophanis  nomen  in  Xenomanem  per  ludibrium 
versum  expavit,  in  cujus  sententiam  inclinabat.  Quin  et  Fra- 
castorius,  Hcet  sectam  non  condiderit^  tamen  libertate  judicii 
honeste  usus  est  Eadem  ausus  est  Cardanus^  sed  levior.'  At- 
que existimo,  filii,  vos  ad  istam  quam  ex  nobis  auditis  tarn 
latam  et  generalem  opinionum  et  authorum  rejectionem  obstu- 
pescere.  Licet  enim  de  nobis  bene  existimetis,  tamen  vereri 
videmini  ut  invidiam  hujusce  rei  nobiscum  una  sustinere  pos- 
sitis.  Quin  et  ipsi  (credo)  miramini  et  animi  pendetis^  quor- 
sum  res  haec  evasura  sit,  et  quam  tandem  conditionem  vobis 
afieramus.  Itaque  diutius  suspenses  vos  non  tenebimus :  atque 
simul  et  vos  admiratione  et  nos  invidia,  ut  speramus,  nisi  ad- 

M  atjfermt  ami  Jbdrent,  §ed  ut  alim  waiUm  proeultkibio  Juismnt  novarum  geetarum 
emanationei, 

>  per  veterem  In  the  MS.  But  I  think  the  per  belonged  to  the  sentence  as  originally 
written,  and  was  meant  to  be  struck  oat  The  words  for  which  veterem  coneiruetioHem 
tenuernnt  are  substituted  are  too  effectually  obliterated  to  be  read.  But  the  two  first 
are  eecentrieae  et  epicycht ;  and  the  sentence  probably  stood  originally  aa  in  the  cor- 
responding passage  of  the  CoffUata  et  Viaa  —  ^m  per  eeeentricoe  et  epieifdoe  motiu 
expediunt. 

*  This  clause  Is  added  between  the  lines  in  Bacon's  hand. 

'  These  two  sentences  are  added  In  the  margin  in  Bacon's  own  hand ;  as  are  also 
the  words  tii  Xetwmanem  per  In  the  last  sentence. 
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modum  iniqua  fuerit,  exolvemus.  Atque  meministia  profecto 
etiam  ab  initio  nos  tale  quiddam  Bignificasse :  antiqnifl  non  certe 
authoritatem  et  fidem  (id  enim  pernitiosiim)^  sed  honorem  ao 
reverentiam  intacta  %t  imminuta  fore;  tametsi  possemufl  pro 
jure  nostro^  neque  eo  ipso  alio  quam  omnium^  si  quid  apud  eos 
non  recte  inventum  aut  positum  sit^  id  reprehendere  aut  notare. 
Sed  res  ipsa  hoc  non  postulat;  fato  quodam^  ut  arbitramur, 
ad  invidiam  et  contradictionem  ^  extinguendam  et  depeUendam 
meliore.  Audite  itaque,  filii,  quae  jam  dicemus.  Nos^  si  pro- 
fiteamur  nos  meliora  afferre  quam  antiqui^  eandem  quam  anti- 
qui  viam  ingressos^  nulla  verborum  arte  efficere  possimus  quin 
inducatur  quaedam  ingenii  vel  excellenti»  vel  Genitalis  com- 
paratio  sive  contentio;  non  ea  quidem  iUicita  aut  nova;  sed 
impar  ob  virium  nostrarum  modum^  quern  eum  esse  satis  sen- 
timus  ut  non  solum  antiquis  sed  et  vivis  cedat  Cum  autem 
(ut  simpliciter  apud  vos  loquamur)  claudus  in  via  (quod  dici 
solet)  cursorem  extra  viam  antevertat,  commutata  ratio  est 
Atque ^  de  via  (mementote)  non  de  viribus  qusstio  oritur; 
nosque  Indicis  non  Judicis  partes  sustinemus.  Itaque  aperte^ 
valejusso  omni  fuco  et  artificio,  fatemur  nos  in  hac  opinione 
esse^  omnia  omnium  aetatum  ingenia  si  in  unum  coierint,  eo 
quo  nunc  res  geritur  modo^  hoc  est  (ut  dare  loquamur)  ex  medi- 
tatione  et  argumentatione,  in  sdentiis  magnos  processus  facere 
non  posse.  Quin  neque  hie  finis ;  sed  addimus  insuper^  quanto 
quis  ingenio  plus  valet^  eundem  si  naturs  iucem^  id  est  histo- 
riam  et  rerum  particularium  evidentiam,  intempestive  deserat, 
tanto  in  obscuriores  et  magis  perplexes  phantasiarum  recessus 
et  quasi  specus  se  detrudere  et  involvere.  Annon  forte  animad- 
vertistis^  filiiy  quanta  ingeniorum  et  acumina  et  robora  apud 
philosophos  scholasticos^  otio  et  meditationibus  luxuriantes  et 
ob  tenebras  ipsas  in  quibus  enutriti  erant  feroces^  quales  nobis 
tolas  aranearum  pepererint^  textura  et  subtilitate  fili  mirabiles, 
usus  et  commodi  expertes?  Etiam  illud  simul  affirmamus; 
nostram  quam  ad  artes  adducimus  rationem  et  inquisitionis 
formam,  talem  esse  quae  hominum  ingenia  et  facultates,  ut 
hasreditates  Spartanas^  fere  aequet.  Nam  quemadmodum  ad 
hoc  ut  linea  recta  aut  circulus  perfectus  describatur,  plurimum 
est  in  manus  ac  visus  fiicultate^  si  per  constantiam  manus  et 

>  The  words  et  contradietiotum  are  an  interlineation. 
*  nam  originally.    Aiqtie  substituted  in  Baoon*8  band. 


REDARGUTIO  PHILOSQPHIARUM.  673 

oculorum  judiciuin  tantum  res  tentetur ;  sin  per  regulam  ad- 
motam  aut  circinum  circumductum,  non  item ;  eadem  ratione 
et  in  contemplatione  rerum  qnsB  mentis  yiribus  solimi  incumbit^ 
homo  homini  praestat  vel  maxime;  in  ea  autem  quam  nos 
adhibemus,  non  multo  major  in  hominum  intellectu  eminet  in- 
squalitas  quam  in  sensu  inesse  solet.  Quin  et  ab  ingeniorum 
acumine  et  agilitate  (ut  dictum  est),  dum  suo  motu  feruntur, 
periculum  metuimus ;  atque  in  eo  toti  sumus^  ut  hominum  in- 
geniis  non  plumas  aut  alas^  sed  plumbum  et  pondera  addamus. 
Nullo  enim  modo  videntur  homines  adhuc  nosse^  quam  severa 
sit  res  veritatis  et  naturss  inquisitio^  quamque  parum  hominum 
arbitrio  relinquat.  Neque  tamen  nos  peregrinum  quiddam,  aut 
mysticum,  aut  Deum  Tragicum  ad  vos  adducimus.  Nil  enim 
aliud  est  nostra  via,  nisi  literata  experientia^  atque  ars  sive 
ratio  naturam  sincere  interpretandi^  et  via  vera  a  sensu  ad  in- 
tellectum.  Yerum  annon  videtis,  filii,  quid  per  haec  quae  dixi- 
mus  effectum  sit?  Primum  Antiquis  suus honos  manet.  Nam 
in  iis  quae  in  ingenio  et  meditatione  posita  sunt,  illi  mirabiles 
viros  se  praestitere;  neque  nobis  sane  eam  viam  ingressis 
longo  intervallo  eorum  progressus  aequare,  ut  arbitramur, 
vires  suffecissent  Deinde,  intelligitis  profecto,  minus  quid- 
dam  esse  hanc  rejectionem  authorum  generalem,  quam  si 
alios  rejecissemus^  alios  probassemus.  Tum  enim  judicium 
quoddam  exercuissemus ;  cum  nunc  tantummodo  (ut  dictum 
est)  indicimn  faciamus.  Postremo  etiam  perspicitis,  quid  nobis 
prorsus  relinquatur,  fflve  nos  aliquid  sumere  sive  aliis  aliquid 
nobis  tribuere  libeat :  Non  ingenii^  non  excellentias,  non  facul- 
tatis  laus,  sed  fortuna  quaedam^  ea  magis  vestra  quam  nostra, 
cum  res  sit  potius  usu  fiructuosa  quam  inventione  admirabilis. 
Nam  uti  vos  fortasse  miramini^  quando  hoc  nobis  in  mentem 
venire  potuerit:  ita  et  nos  vicissim  miramur,  qi^omodo  idem 
aliis  in  mentem  jam  pridem  non  venerit;  non  ulli  mortalium 
cordi  aut  curas  fuisse.,  ut  intellectui  humane  auxilia  et  praesidia 
ad  naturam  contemplandam  et  experientiam  digerendam  com- 
pararet ;  sed  omnia  vel  traditionum  caligini,  vel  argumentorum 
vertigini  et  turbini,  vel  casus  et  experimentorum  undis  et  am- 
bagibus  permissa  esse,  nee  mediam  quandam  viam  inter  expe- 
rientiam et  dogmata  aperiri  potuisse.  Sed  tamen  mirari  de- 
sinimus,  cum  in  multis  rebus  videre  liceat  mentem  humanam 
tam  ladvam  et  male  compositam  esse,  ut  prime  diffidat  et  paulo 
post  se  contemnat;    atque  prime  incredibile  videatur  aliquid 
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tale  inyeniri  posse ;  postquam  autem  inventum  sit,  rursus  in 
credibile  videatur  id  homines  tarn  diu  ftigere  potuisse.  Sed  nt 
quod  res  est  proferamus,  huie  rei  de  qua  nunc  agimus  impedi- 
mento  fuit  non  tain  rei  obscuritas  aut  difficultas,  qnam  superbia 
humana>  cui  natura  ipsa  magna  ex  parte  eaqne  potiore  sor- 
descit,  qiueque  homines  eo  dementite  provehit,  ut  spiritus 
propriosy  non  spiritum  natune  oonsulant ;  ac  si  artes  facerent^ 
non  inyenirent  Atqne,  filii,  inter  istam  vestram  tanquam  per 
statuas  antiquorum  deambulationem,  fieri  potest  nt  aliquam 
partem  portions  notaveritis  velo  esse  discretam.  Ea  sunt  pene- 
tralia antiqaitatis  ante  doctrinam  Gnecorum.  Sed  quid  me 
vocatis  ad  ea  tempora,  quorum  et  res  et  rerum  vestigia  aufuge- 
runt?  Annon  antiquitas  ilia  instar  famge  est,  quae  caput  inter 
nubila  condit  et  fabulas  narrat  7  facta  et  infecta  simul  canens  ? 
Atque  satis  scio,  si  minus  sincera  fide  agere  vellem,  non  difficile 
foret  hominibus  persuadere,  apud  antiquos  sapientes  diu  ante 
GraBcorum  tempera,  scientias  et  philosophiam  majore  virtute 
licet  majore  etiajoci  fortasse  silentio  floruisse :  ideoque  '  solennius 
mihi  foret,  ea  qu»  jam  afferuntur  ad  ilia  referre,  ut  novi 
homines  solent,  qui  nobilitatem  alicujus  veteris  prosapise  per 
genealogiarum  rumores  et  conjecturas  sibi  affingunt.  Verum 
nobis  Stat  sententia,  rerum  evidentia  fretis,  omnem  impostures 
conditionem,  quantumvis  sit  licet  bella  et  commoda,  recusare. 
Itaque  judicium  nostrum  de  illis  saeculis  non  interponimus ; 
illud  obiter  dicimus,  licet  poetarum  fabul»  versatilis  material 
sint,  tamen  nos  non  multum  arcani  aut  mysterii  hujusmodi  nar- 
rationibus  subesse  baud  cunctanter  pronuntiassemus,  si  ab  ils 
inventss  a  quibus  traditss  sunt;  quod  nos  secus  esse  existi- 
mamus:  plersque  enim  traduntur  tanquam  prius  credits  et 
cognitae,  non  tanquam  novas  ac  tunc  prime  oblatae:  quae  res 
earum  existimationem  apud  nos  auxit,  ac  si  essent  reliquiae 
quaedam  sacrae  temporum  meliorum.  Verum  utcunque  ea  res 
se  habet,  non  plus  interesse  putamus  (ad  id  quod  agitur)  utrum 
quad  jam  proponentur  aut  illis  fortasse  majora  antiquis  etiam 
innotuerint,  quam  hominibus  curaB  esse  debeat  utrum  novus 
orbis  fuerit  insula  ilia  Atlantis,  et  veteri  mundo  cognita,  an 
nunc  primum  reperta;  rerum  enim  inventio  a  naturas  luce 
petenda,  non  a  vetustatis  tenebris  repetenda  est.  Jam  vero 
(filii)  etiam  sponte,  non  fortasse  interpellati  ab  expectatione 

*  idque  in  MS.,  but  compare  Cog.  et  Visa  (p.  605.):    Atque  ideo  solennius  fore,  ke. 
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vesfra,  de  philosophia  Chimistarum  opinionem  subjungemus. 
Etenim  ilia  yestra  philosophia,  disputationibus  potens,  operibus 
invalida,  artis  chimicae  nonnullam  existimationem  apud  quosdam 
peperit.  Atque  sane  qnod  ad  practicam  Chimistarum  attinet, 
fabulam  illam  in  earn  competere  existimamus  de  sene  qui  filiis 
suis  aurum  in  vinea  defossum  (nee  se  satiB  scire  quo  loco)  lega- 
veiit:  imde  illos  protinus  ad  yineam  fodiendam  incubuisse; 
atque  auri  quidem  nihil  repertum,  sed  vindemiam  ea  cultura 
factam  fuisse  uberiorenL  Simili  modo  et  chimiaa  filii,  dum 
aunun  (sive  vere  sive  secus)  in  naturse  arvo  abditum  et  quasi 
defossum  laboriose  eruere  conantur,  multa  moliendo  et  ten- 
tando,  magno  proventui  hominibus  et  utilitati  fuere,  et  com- 
pluribus  inventis  non  contemnendis  vitam  et  res  humanas 
donavere.  Veruntamen  speculativam  eorum  rem  levem  et 
minus  sanam  esse  judicamus.  Nam  ut  ille  adolescentulus  deli- 
catus  cum  scalmum  in  littore  repeiisset  navem  asdificare  con- 
cupivit,  ita  et  hi,  arti  su8b  indulgentes,  ex  paucis  fomacis 
experimentis  philosophiam  condere  aggressi  sunt.  Atque  hoc 
genus  theoriarum  et  saspius  et  manifestius  vanitatis  coarguitur, 
quam  illud  alteram,  quod  certe  magis  sobrium  et  magis  tectum 
est.  Nam  philosophia  vulgaris,  omnia  percurrens  et  nonnihil 
fere  de  singulis  degustans,  se  apud  maximam  hominum  partem 
optime  tuetur.  Qui  autem  ex  paucis  quibus  ipse  maxime 
insuevit  reliqua  comminiscitur,  is  et  re  ipsa  errat  magis,  et  apud 
alios  leyior  est.  Atque  ex  hoc  genere  philosophiam  chimicam 
esse  censemus.  Certe  ilia  opinionis  fabrica  quaa  eorum  philo- 
sophic basis  est,  esse  nimirum  quatuor  rerum  matrices  sive 
elementa  in  quibus  semina  rerum  sive  species  fcetus  suos  absol- 
vunt,  atque  producta  eorum  quadriformia  esse,  pro  differentia 
scilicet  cujusque  elementi ;  adeo  ut  in  coelo,  aere,  aqua,  terra 
nulla  species  inveniatur  quae  non  habeat  in  tribus  reliquis  con- 
jugatum  aliquod  et  quasi  parallelum  (nam  hominem  etiam 
pantomimum  effecerunt,  ex  omnibus  conflatum,  abusi  elegantia 
Tocabuli  microcoimi) ;  hoc,  inquam,  commentum  neminem  ju- 
dicio  sedatum  post  se  traxerit:  quin  et  existimamus,  huic  phan- 
tasticss^  rerum  naturalium  phalangi  peritum  naturse  contempla* 
torem  vix  inter  somnia  sua  locum  daturum.  Verum  illud  non 
incommode  accidit  ad  prascavendum,  quod  haec  philosophia  (ut 
coepimus  dicere)  erroris  genere  yeluti  antistropha  vulgari  phi- 

'  phantasiieo  in  MS. 
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lo8ophi»  sit ;  vulgaris  enim  philosophia  ad  materiam  inventionis 
parum  ex  multis,  haMS  multum  e  paucis  decerpit.  Nos  tamen^ 
filii^  libenter  Paracelsum  (hominemy  ut  conjicere  licet^  satis 
Yocalem^)  nobis  pneconem  ezoptemus^  ut  iHiid  lumen  naturce, 
quod  toties  inculcate  celebret  et  proclamet.  Atque  mentio 
Chimistarum  nos  admonet,  ut  aliquid  etiam  de  Magia  naturali, 
ea  qu83  nunc  hoc  vocabulum  solenne  et  fere  sacrum  inquinavit, 
dicamus:  ea  enim  inter  philosophos  chimicos  in  bonore  esse 
consuevit  Quae  nobis  in  bujusmodi  sermone  inferior  videtur 
quam  ut  condemnetnr :  sed  levitate  ipsa  effiigiat.  Quid  enim 
ilia  ad  nos^  cujus  dogmata  plane  phantasia  et  superstition  opera 
praestigi®  et  impostura  ?  Nam  inter  innumera  £dsa  si  quid  ad 
effectum  perducitur,  bujusmodi  semper  est,  ut  sit  ad  novitatem 
et  admirationem  conficta,  non  ad  usum  aut  accommodata  aut 
destinata.  Etenim  evenit  fere  semper  de  magicis  experimentis 
quod  poeta  lascivus  ludit.  Pars  minima  est  ipsa  pueUa  sui. 
Quemadmodum  autem  philosopbite  proprium  est,  efiBcere  ut 
omnia  minus  quam  sint  admiranda  videantur  propter  demon- 
strationes ;  ita  et  impostursB  non  minus  proprium  est,  ut  omnia 
magis  quam  sunt  admiranda  videantur  propter  ostentationem 
et  falsum  apparatum.  Atque  ista  tamen  vanitas  nescio  quo« 
modo  contemnitur  et  recipitur;  unde  enim  satyrion  ad  venerem, 
pulmones  vulpis  ad  phthisim^,  nisi  ex  bac  officina?  Verum 
'  nimis  multa  de  nugis ;  nimis  sane,  si,  ut  ineptae,  ita  innoxiae 
essent.  Resumamus  orationis  filum,  et  pbilosopbiam  quam  in 
manibus  babemus  ex  signis  excutiamus ;  ista  enim,  filii,  inseri 
oportuit  ad  intellectus  vestri  praeparationem,  quae  res  sola 
nunc  agitur.  Duplex  enim  est  animorum  praeoccupatio  sen 
mala  inclinatio  ad  nova,  quando  ea  proponi  contigerit :  una  ab 
insita  opinione  de  placitis  receptis,  altera  ab  anticipatione  nve 
praefiguratione  erronea  de  re  ipsa  quae  affertur,  ac  si  pertineret 
ad  aliqua  ex  jampridem  damnatis  et  rejectis,  aut  saltem  ad  ea 
quaB  animus  ob  levitatem  aut  absurditatem  fastidit  Itaque  jam 
reversi  de  signis  dispiciamus.  Atque,  filii,  inter  signa  nullum 
est  magis  certum  aut  nobile  quam  ex  fructibus.  Quemadmo- 
dum enim  in  religione  cavetur  ut  fides  ex  operibus  monstretur, 
idem  etiam  ad  pbilosopbiam  optime  traducitur,  ut  vana  sit  quae 

»  There  are  no  marks  of  parenthests  here  in  the  MS. ;  nor  even  a  comma  after 
either  Paraedtum  or  vocalem.  But  the  sense  seems  to  require  the  clause  to  be  taken 
parentheticnlly. 

*  Pulmones  vulpis  lienem  juvant,  non  autem  phthlsin  ut  sciiptum.  Vid.  Plin! 
xxvlii.  57.  —  iX.X..^. 
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sterilifiL  Atque  eo  magis^  si  loco  fnictuum  uy®  vel  olivffi^  pro- 
dacat  disputationum  et  oontentionum  carduos  et  spinas.  De 
vestra  autem  philosophia  vereor  ne  nimis  vere  cecinerit  poeta 
non  solum  illo  carmine^ 

Infeliz  lolium  ot  steriles  domioantur  avence  * : 
Sed  et  illo, 

Candida  succinctam  latrantibua  inguina  monstrb.' 

Videtur  enim  ilia  ex  longinquo  visa  virgo,  specie  non  indecora, 
sed  partibus  superioribus :  habet  enim  generalia  qusdam  non 
ingrata^  et  tanquam  invitantia;  cum  vero  ad  particularia  yen- 
tum  sit,  veluti  ad  uterum  et  partes  geHerationis,  atque  ad  id  ut 
aliquid  ex  se  edat,  tum  demum  loco  operum  et  actionum,  quae 
contemplationis  proles  est  digna  et  legitima,  monstra  ilia  inve- 
nias  resonantia  et  oblatrantia,  et  ingeniorum  naufragiis  famosa. 
Atque  hujus  mali  author  imprimis  Aristoteles,  altrix  ista  vestra 
philosophia.  Illi  enim  vel  ludo  vel  glorise  erat,  quaestiones  minus 
utiles  primo  subomare,  deinde  confodere ;  ut  pro  assertore  ve- 
ritatis  contradictionum  artifex  sit.  Pessimo  enim  et  exemplo  et 
successu  scientia  traditur  per  quaestiones  subministratas  earum- 
que  solutiones.  Qui  enim  bene  affirmat  et  probat  et  constituit  et 
componit,  is  errores  et  objectiones  longe  sununovet  et  veluti 
eminus  impedit  et  abigit ;  qui  autem  cum  singulis  coUuctatur, 
is  exitum  rei  nullum  invenit  sed  disputationes  serit  Quid  enim 
opus  sit  ei  qui  unum  luminis  et  veritatis  corpus  clarum  et 
radiosum  in  medio  statuit,  parva  qusedam  et  pallida  confutati- 
onum  ellychnia  ad  onmes  errorum  angulos  drcumferre,  solventi 
alia  dubia,  alia  per  ipsam  illam  solutionem  excitanti  ac  veluti 
generanti?  Yerum  id  curse,  ut  videtur,  praecipue  fiiit  Aristo- 
teli,  ut  homines  haberent  parata  in  singulis  quae  pronunciarent, 
quae  responderent,  et  per  quae  se  expedirent,  potius  quam  quid 
penitus  crederent,  aut  liquido  cogitarent,  aut  vere  scirent. 
Philosophia  autem  vestra  tam  bene  authorem  refert,  ut  quae- 
stiones  quasille  movit  iUa  figat  et  faciat  aetemas;  ut  quaeri 
videatur,  non  ut  Veritas  eruatur,  sed  ut  disputatio  alatur :  adeo 
ut  Nasicad  sententia  iUi  Catonis  praeponderet.'  Neque  enim 
illud  agitur  ut  temporis  progressu  sublatis  dubiis  tanquam  ho- 
stibus  a  tergo,  ad  ulteriores  provincias  penetretur;    sed  ut 


>  Georg.  i.  154. 

«  £o.  vl.  7fl. 

'  PluUrcb  in  Catone,  352,  ^E.L.E. 
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perpetuae  isto  qusstiones^  tanquam  Carthago^  militiain  istam 
disputandi  exerceant.  Quod  vero  ad  operum  fiructum  et  pro- 
yentum  atiinet;  existimo  ex  ista  philosophia»  per  tot  anno- 
rum  epatia  laborata  et  culta,  ne  unum  quidem  experimentum 
adduci  posse,  quod  ad  hominum  statum  levandum  et  locuple- 
tandum  spectet,  et  philosophiaB  speculationibus  yere  acceptum 
referri  possit:  adeo  ut  brutorum  animalium  instinctus  plura 
inyenta  pepererint,  quam  doctorum  hominum  sermones.  Sane 
Celsus  ingenue  et  prudenter  fatetur,  experimenta  medicine 
primo  inyenta  fuisse,  ac  postea  homines  circa  ea  philosophatos 
esse,  et  causas  explorasse  et  assignasse;  non  ordine  inyerso 
eyenisse,  ut  ex  philosophia  et  causarum  cognitione  ipsa  experi- 
menta deprompta  essent  Neque  hie  finis.  Non  male  enim 
merita  esset  philosophia  ista  de  practica,  licet  eam  experimentis 
non  auxisset^  si  tamen  usum  ejus  castiorem  et  prudentiorem 
reddidisset  (quod  fortasse  facit),  atque  interim  ejus  incrementis 
et  progressibus  nihil  obfuisset.  Illud  autem  magis  damnosum  et 
pemiciosum,  quod  inyenta  non  solum  non  edat,  sed  etiam  oppri- 
mat  et  extinguat.  Nam  affirmare  licet,  filii,  yerissime,  Aristo- 
telis  de  quatuor  dementis  commentum,  rem  certe  obyiam  et 
pinguem(quia  hujusmodi  corpora  in  maxima  quantitate  etmole 
cemuntur),  cui  tamen  ille  potius  authoritatem  quam  principium 
dedit  (cum  Empedoclis  esset  ^ ;  a  quo  etiam  melius  erat  positum) ; 
quod  postea  ayide  a  medicis  arreptum,  quatuor  complexionum, 
quatuor  humorum,  quatuor  primarum  qualitatum  conjugationes 
post  se  traxit ;  tanquam  malignum  et  infaustum  sidus  infinitam 
et  medicinaB  et  compluribus  rebus  mechanicis  sterilitatem  attu- 
lisse;  dum  homines  per  hujusmodi  concinnitates  et  compendiosaa 
ineptias  sibi  satisfieri  patientes,  nil  amplius  curant ;  et  yiyas  et 
utiles  rerum  obseryationes  prorsus  omiserunt  Itaque  si  illud 
yerum,  exfructibus  eorum,  yidetis  certe  quo  res  redierit.  Agite 
yero,  filii,  et  signa  ex  incrementis  capiamus.  Certe  si  ista 
doctrina  plane  instar  plantse  a  stirpibus  suis  reyulsas  non  esset, 
sed  gremio  et  utero  naturse  adhasreret,  atque  ab  eadem  aleretur; 
id  minime  eyenturum  fuisset,  quod  per  annos  bis  mille  jam  fieri 
yidemus,  ut  sciential  in  eodem  fere  statu  maneant  et  hasreant, 
neque  augmentum  aliquod  memorabile  sumpserint  Poliuntur 
fortasse  nonnunquam  ab  aliquo,  et  illustrantur  et  accommo- 

*  That  Empedocles  was  the  flnt  is  said  by  Arist  Met.  i.  3.  —  ILL.E.    The  words 
within  the  iNurenthesIs  are  not  found  in  the  corresponding  passage  of  the  Cogiiata 
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clantur  (dum  tamen  interim  ab  infinitis  lacerentur  et  deformen-' 
tur  et  inquinentur);  sed  utcunque  non  dilatantur  aut  amplifi- 
cantur.  In  artibus  autem  meehanicis  contra  evenire  videmus ; 
quflB  ut  spiritu  quodam  repletse  vegetant  et  crescunt ;  primo 
mdes^  deinde  commodas^  post  excultas,  sed  perpetuo  anctas. 
Philosopbia  autem  et  scientise  intellectus  statuarum  more  ado* 
rantur  et  celebrantur^  sed  non  moventur.  Quinetiam  in  primo 
nonnunqnam  authore  maxime  dorent^  et  deinceps  decUnant 
et  exarescmit.  Neque  yero  mirum  est  ista  discrimina  inter 
mechanicam  et  philosophiam  conspici^  cum  in  ilia  singulorum 
ingenia  misceantur^  in  hac  corrumpantor  et  destruantur.  Quod 
fli  quis  existimet^  scientiarum  ut  rerum  caBterarum  esse  quendam 
statum,  idque  fere  in  tempus  unius  authoris  incidere,  qui  bene« 
ficio  temporis  usus,  et  suas  astatis  princeps,  inspectis  reliquis 
scriptoribuB  et  judicatis^  scientias  ipsas  absolvat  et  pei^ciat ; 
quod  postquam  £Eustum  sit,  juniores  rite  palmas  secundas  petere^ 
ut  hujusmodi  authoris  opera  vel  explicent  vel  digerant^  yel  pro 
sui  saeculi  ratione  palato  accommodent  et  vertant :  nad  ille  ma« 
jorem  rebus  bumanis  prudentiam  et  ordinem  et  felicitatem 
tribuit^  quam  experiri  fas  est;  res  enim  caaum  recipit,  nisi 
quod  vanitas  hominum  etiam  fortuita  in  deterius  detorquet* 
Nam  vere  sic  se  res  habet ;  postquam  scientia  aliqua  multorum 
observalione  et  diligentia,  dum  alius  alia  apprehendit,  per  partes 
tentata  serio  et  tractata  sit,  timi  exoriri  aliquem  mente  fiden- 
tem^  lingua  potentem,  methodo  celebrem,  qui  corpus  unum  ex 
aingtiHa  pro  suo  arbitrio  effioiat  et  posteris  tradat:  plerisque 
corruptis  et  depravatis^  et  cum  certissima  omissione  omnium 
quad  altiores  et  digniores  contemplationes  exhibere  possint,  ut 
opinionum  immodicarum  et  extravagantium:  et  posteri  rursus 
facilitate  rei  et  compendio  gaudentes^  sibi  gratulantur  ac  nil 
ulterius  quaerunt^  sed  ad  ilia  ministeria  servilia  quae  diximus  se 
convertunt.  Verum  vobis^  filii,  pro  certo  sit^  quad  in  natura 
fundata  sunt^  ut  aquas  perennes>  perpetuo  novas  scaturigines  et 
emanationes  habere ;  quae  autem  in  opinione  versantur,  variari 
fortasse  sed  non  augerL  Habemus  et  aliud  signum ;  si  modo 
signi  appellatio  in  hoc  competit^  cum  potius  testimonium  sit^ 
imo  testimoniorum  omnium  validissimum ;  hoc  est  propriam 
authorum  quorum  fidei  vos  committitis  confessionem  et  judi-' 
cium.  Nam  et  illi  ipsi  qui  dictaturam  quandam  in  scientiis 
invaserunt^  et  tanta  fiducia  de  rebus  pronuntiant,  tamen  pet 
interyalla^  cmn  ad  se  redeunt,  ad  querimonias  demum  de  na» 
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tune  subtilitatej  rerum  obscuritate^  hnmani  ingenii  infirml- 
tate^  et  similia  se  convertunt.  Neque  propterea,  filii,  haec 
modestiaB  aut  humilitati^  virtutibiui  in  rebus  intellectualibus 
omnium  felicissimis  deputetis :  non  tam  faciles^  aut  boni  fue- 
ritis:  cum  contra,  ista  non  oonfessio,  sed  professio  nve  prae- 
dicatio^  ex  superbia,  invidia,  atque  id  genus  affectibus  ortum 
pro  certo  habeat;  id  enim  prorsus  volunt,  quicquid  in  scientiis 
sibi  ipsis  aut  magistris  suis  incognitum  aut  intactum  fuerit,  id 
extra  terminos  possibilis  poni  et  removeri :  hsdc  est  ilia  modestia 
atque  humilitas.  Itaque  pessimo  fato  res  geritur.  Nil  enim  in  his 
rerum  humanarum  angustiis  aut  ad  pnesens  magis  deploratum 
aut  in  futurum  magis  ominosum  est,  quam  quod  homines  igno- 
rantiam  etiam  ignominin  (ut  nunc  fit)  eximant,  atque  artis  suae 
infirmitatem  in  naturao  calumniam  yertant;  et  quicquid  ars  ilia 
sua  non  attingit,  id  ex  arte  scitu  aut  factu  impossibile  suppo- 
nant.  Neque  sane  damnari  potest  ars,  cum  ipsa  judicet.  Ex 
hoc  fonte  hand  paucas  opiniones  et  placita  in  philosophia  re- 
periatis,  qu88  nihil  aliud  quam  quaesitam  istam  et  artificiosam 
et  in  cognoscendo  et  in  operando  desperationem,  ad  artis  decus 
et  gloriam  perditissimo  hoc  modo  tuendum,  sapiant  et  foveant. 
Hinc  Bchola  Academica,  quae  Acatalepsiam  ex  professo  tenuit, 
et  homines  ad  sempitemas  tenebras  danmavit.  Hinc  opinio, 
quod  format  slve  veras  rerum  differentiae  inventu  impossibiles 
sunt;  ut  homines  in  atriis  naturae  perpetuo  obambulent,  nee 
intra  palatium  aditum  sibi  muniant.  Hinc  positiones  iUae  infir- 
missimae,  calorem  solis  et  ignis  toto  genere  differre,  atque  com- 
positionem  opus  hominis,  mistionem  opus  solius  naturae  esse ; 
ne  forte  ars  naturam,  ut  Yulcanus  Minervam^  soUicitare  aut 
expugnare  tentet  aut  speret;  et  complura  hujusmodi,  quae  tam 
ad  confessionem  tenuitatis  propriae,  quam  ad  repressionem* 
industriae  alienae  pertinent.  Itaque  neutiquam  vobis,  filii,  pro 
amore  et  indulgentia  nostra  consuluero,  ut  cum  rebus  non  so- 
lum desperatis  sed  et  desperationi  devotis  fortunas  vestras  mi- 
sceatis.  Yerum,  filii,  tempus  fugit,  dum  capti  amore  et  rerum 
et  vestrum  circumvectamur,  ac  omnia  movemus,  et  initiationem 
hanc  vestram,  instar  Aprilis  aut  veris  cujusdam  ad  congela- 
tionem  omnem  et  obstinationem  solvendam  et  aperiendam  esse 

>  Scbol.  In  n.  B.  647.  ^R.L.E, 

*  The  words  tenuUaiii  , . .  repreasionem  are  inserted  between  the  lines  in  Bacon's 
hand*  And  there  are  two  or  three  other  interlineations  in  the  latter  imrt  of  the  MS. 
of  the  same  kind,  where  it  is  evident  (as  it  is  here)  that  words  tuA  been  omitted^  bj 
the  carelessness  of  the  transcriber. 
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cupimus.  Bestat  eignum  certissimum  de  modis.  Modi  enim 
fiu^iendi  sunt  potently  res  ipsae ;  et  prout  bene  aut  prave  inati- 
tuto  fuerint;  ita  res  et  effecta  se  habent.  Itaque  si  modi  bujus 
yestne  philosopbiao  condend»  nee  debiti  sint  nee  probabiles, 
non  Tidemus  quam  spem  foveatis^  nisi  credulam  et  levem.  At- 
que  certe^  filii>  si  obeliscus  aliquis  magnitudine  insignis  ad  trium- 
pbi  fortasse  aut  hujusmodi  magnificentias  deeus  transferendus 
esset,  atque  id  homines  nndis  manibus  tentarent ;  annon  eos 
helleboro  opus  habere  cogitaretis?  quod  si  numerum  operari- 
orum  augerent^  atque  hoc  modo  se  valere  posse  confiderent^ 
annon  tanto  magis?  quod  si  etiam  delectum  adhiberent^  et  im- 
becilliores  separarent^  et  robustis  tantum  et  yigentibus  uti  vel- 
lent^  et  hinc  demiun  se  voti  compotes  fore  prsesumerent^  aut  ne  hoc 
quidem  contenti^  etiam  artem  athleticam  consulerent^  ac  omnes 
cum  manibus  et  lacertis  et  nervis  ex  arte  bene  unctis  et  medicatis 
adesse  juberent ;  annon  prorsus  eos  dare  operam  ut  cum  ra- 
tione  quadam  et  prudentia  insanirent^  damaretis  ?  Et  tamen 
simili  homines  malesano  impetu  feruntur  in  intellectualibusy 
dum  intellectum  veluti  nudum  applicant,  et  ab  ingeniorum  Tel 
multitudine  vel  excellentia  magna  sperant,  vel  etiam  dialecticis, 
qu8B  mentis  quaedam  athletica  censeri  possit,  ingeniorum  nervos 
roborant;  neque  machinas  adhibent,  per  quas  vires  et  singulo- 
rum  intendantur  et  omnium  coeant.  Atque  ut  menti  debita 
auxilia  non  subministrant ;  ita  nee  naturam  rerum  debita  ob- 
servantia  prosequuntur.  Quid  enim  dicemus?  an  nihil  aUud 
est  philosophiam  condere,  quam  ex  paucis  vulgaribus  et  obviis 
experimentis  de  natura  judicium  facere,  ac  dein  tota  saecula  in 
meditationibus  volutare  ?  Atque,  filii,  nesciebam  nos  tam  na- 
tur»  fuisse  fiuniliares,  ut  ex  tam  levi  et  perfunctoria  salutatione 
ea  nobis  aut  arcana  sua  patefacere,  aut  beneficia  impertire 
dignaretur.  Certe  nobis  perinde  facere  yidentur  homines,  ac  si 
naturam  ex  longinqua  et  prse-alta  turri  despiciant  et  contem- 
plentur ;  qu»  imaginem  ejus  quandam,  sen  nubem  potius  ima- 
gini  similem,  ob  oculos  ponat:  rerum  autem  differentias  (in 
quibus  res  hominum  et  fortune  sitae  sunt),  ob  earum  minutias 
et  distantiflB  intervallum,  confundat  et  abscondat.  Et  tamen 
laborant  ^t  nituntur,  et  intellectum  tanquam  oculos  contrahunt, 
ejusdemque  aciem  meditatione  figunt,  agitatione  acuunt,  quin- 
etiam  artes  argumentandi  veluti  specula  artificiosa  comparant, 
ut  istiusmodi  differentias  et  subtilitates  natune  mente  com- 
prehendere  et  vincere  possint    Atque  ridicuk  certe  esset  et 
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pnefracta  sapientia  et  sedulitas,  si  quia  nt  perfectiuB  et  dirtm** 
ctias  cemeret^  vel  turrim  oonscendat  vel  specula  applicet  vel 
palpebras  adducat,  com  ei  liceat  absque  universa  ista  ope- 
losa  et  strenua  machiziatione  et  industria  fim  voti  compos 
per  rem  facilem,  et  tamen  ista  omnia  beneficio  et  usu  longe 
superantem :  hoc  est,  nt  descendat  et  ad  res  propins  accedat. 
Atque  certe  in  intellectos  usu  similis  nos  exercet  impm- 
dentia.  Neque,  filii,  poetulare  debemus  ut  natura  nobis  obviam 
eat:  sed  satb  habemos,  si  acoedentibus  nobis,  idque  culta 
debito,  se  conspiciendam  det.  Quod  si  cui  in  mentem  yeniat 
opinari  tale  quippiam:  etiam  antiques  atque  ipsum  Aristo- 
telem  proculdubio  a  meditationum  suarum  prinoipio  magnam 
vim  et  oopiam  exemplorum  sive  particularium  paravisse,  atque 
eandem  viam,  quam  nos  veluti  noyam  indicamus  et  signamus, 
revera  iniisse  et  confecisse,  adeo  ut  actum  agere  videri  possi- 
mus :  certe,  filii,  hseo  de  illis  cogitare  non  est  integrum ;  formam 
enim  et  rationem  suam  inquirendi  et  ipsi  profitentur  et  seripta 
eorum  imaginem  expressam  pr»  se  ferunt.  HU  enim  stafim  ab 
inductioxubus  nullius  pretii  ad  conclusiones  maxime  generales, 
tanquam  disputationmn  polos,  advolabant,  ad  quanun  con- 
stantem  et  immotam  yeritatem  reliqua  expediebant.  Yerum 
scientia  constituta,  tum  demmn  siqua  controyersia  de  aliquo 
exempio  yel  instantia  mota  esset,  ut  positis  suis  refiragante,  non 
}d  Qgebant  ut  positum  illud  emendaretur ;  sed,  posito  salyo, 
higusmodi  instantiaH  quse  negotium  faciebant,  aut  per  distincti- 
on^m  aliquam  subtilem  et  sapientem  in  ordinem  redigebant,  aut 
per  exceptionem  plane  (homines  non  mali)  dimittebant.'  Quod 
si  instantiae  aut  partioularis  rei,  non  contradictorite  reconciliado, 
sed  obscuraB  ratio,  quasreretur,  earn  ad  speculationes  suas  quan- 
doque  ingeniose  accommodabant,  quandoque  misere  torquebant: 
quad  omuis  industria  et  contentio  res  sine  fondamento  nobis 
yidetur.  Itaque  nolite  commoyeri,  quod  frequens  alicubi  inter 
nonnuUa  Aristotelis  seripta  inyeniatur  exemplorum  et  particu- 
larium  mentio,  I^oyeritis  enim,  id  sero  et  postquam  decretum 
fuisset  factum  ftiisse.  HI!  enim  mos  erat  non  Uberam  experi- 
entiam  consulere,  sed  captiyam  ostentare ;  nee  earn  ad  yeritatis 
inquisitionem  promiscuam  et  asquam,  sed  ad  dictorum  suorum 
fidem  sollicitatam  et  electam  adducere,  Neque  rursus  tale 
aliquod  yobiscum  cogitate,  earn  quam  nos  tantopere  desidera- 
pius  differentiarum  subtilitatem  in  distinctionibus  philosopho- 
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mm  scholastiooniin  haberi^  atque  adeo  elucescere :  neque  enim 
ezistimetis,  ab  hac  prsepostera  subtilitate  prims  negligentiae  et 
festmationi  et  temeritati  subyentum  esse.  Longe  abest,  filii, 
ut  hoc  fieri  possit;  quin  credite  mihi^  quod  de  fortuna  dici  solet 
id  de  natura  yerissimiim  est^  earn  a  fronte  capillatam^  ab  occi- 
pitio  calvam  esse,  Omnis  enim  ista  sera  subtilitas  et  diligentia^ 
postquam  yermn  tempos  obseryationis  prsterierit^  naturam 
prensare  aut  captare  potest,  sed  nunquam  apprehendere  aut 
capere.  Equidem  satis  scio,  idque  yos  non  ita  mnlto  post  ex- 
periemini,  postquam  yerse  et  natiy®  rerum  subtilitati,  et  difFe-  • 
rentiis  in  experientia  signatis  et  expressis  et  sensui  subjectis 
aut  saltern  per  sensum  in  lucem  extractis,  paululum  insueyistis; 
continuo  subtilitatem  illam  alteram  disputationum  et  yerborum, 
qasB  cogitationes  yestras  non  sine  magna  admiratione  occupayit 
et  tenuity  quasi  pro  re  ludicra  et  larya  quadam  et  incantatione 
habituri  sitis.  Quare  missis  istis  philosophiis  abstractis,  yos  et 
ego,  filii,  rebus  ipsis  nos  adjungamus:  neque  ad  sectas  con- 
dendas  gloriam  animum  adjiciamus;  sed  utilitatis  et  amplitu- 
dinis  human®  curam  serio  suscipiamus;  atque,  inter  mentem  et 
naturam  connubium  castum  et  legitimum  (pronuba  misericordia 
diyina)  firmemus ;  precati  etiam  Deum,  cujus  numine  et  nutu 
h»c  fiunt,  quique  ut  hominum  et  rerum,  ita  luminum  et  conso- 
lationum  pater  est,  ut  ex  illo  connubio  non  phantasisB  monstra,  , 
sed  stirps  heroum  quse  monstra  domet  et  extinguat,  hoc  est 
inyenta  salutaria  et  utilia  ad  necessitates  humanas  (quantum 
fieri  datur)  debellandas  et  releyandas,  suscipiatur.  Hoc  epitha- 
lamii  yotum  sit.  Certe,  filii,  facultates  artium  et  scientiarum 
omnium  consensu  aut  empiricte  aut  rationales  sunt.  Has 
autem  bene  commistas  et  copulatas  adhuc  yidere  non  iicuit. 
Empirici  enim,  formicaa  more,  congerunt  tantum  et  utuntur. 
Bationales  autem,  aranearum  more,  telas  ex  se  conficiunt.  Apis 
ratio  media  est,  quad  materiam  ex  floribus  tarn  horti  quam  agri 
elicit,  sed  simul  etiam  eam  propria  facultate  yertit  et  digerit. 
Neque  absimile  yeras  philosophiae  opificium  est,  quae  ex  historia 
naturali  et  experimentis  mechanicis  prasbitam  materiam,  non  in 
memoria  integram,  sed  in  intellectu  mutatam  et  subactam  re- 
ponit.  Itaque  hujusmodi  mellis  coelestia  dona  sperate :  neque 
dicite  cum  pigro,  Leo  est  in  yia :  sed  yincla  quas  yos  premunt 
excutite,  et  yos  recipite.  Atque  sane,  post  yirtutem  yestram 
propriam,  nihil  animos  yobis  magis  addiderit,  quam  si  indu- 
striam  et  felicitatem  et  facinora  aetatis  nostras  cogitetis.    Nos 
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nostrum  plus  ultra  antiquorum  nan  ultra  baud  vane  oppoeuimus. 
Nos  iidem,  contra  antiquoram  non  imitabile  fulmen  esse,  tmt- 
tabiU  fulmen  eBse,  minime  dementes  eed  sobrii^  ex  noyanim 
machinanun  experimento  et  demonstratione  pronimtiamus. 
Quin  et  coelum  ipsum  imitabile  fecimus.  Coeli  enim  est,  cir- 
cuireterram:  quod  et  nostrse  navigationes  pervicerunt.  Turpe 
autem  nobis  sit^  si  globi  materiati  tractus^  terrarum  videlicet  et 
rium,  nostris  temporibus  in  inmiensum  aperti  et  illustrati 
sint:  globi  autem  intellectualis  fines,  inter  vetemm  inventa  et 
angustias  steterint.  Neque  parvo  inter  se  nexu  devincta  et 
conjugata  sunt  ista  duo,  perlustratio  regionum  et  scientiarum. 
Plurima  enim  per  longinquas  navigationes  et  peregrinationes  in 
natura  patuerunt,  quae  novam  sapientias  et  scienti»  bumame 
lucem  affundere  possint,  et  antiquorum  opiniones  et  conjecturas 
experimento  regere«  Eadem  duo,  non  ratione  solum  s^  etiam 
vaticinio,  conjuncta  videntur.  Nam  eo  prophetas  oraculum 
baud  obscure  spectare  videtur,  ubi  de  novissimis  temporibus 
loquutus,  illud  subjungit,  Multi  pertransibunt^  et  multiplex  erit 
scientia :  ac  si  orbis  terrarum  pertransitus  sive  peragratio,  et 
scientiarum  augmenta  sive  multiplication  eidem  stati  et  sseculo 
destinarentur.  Prsesto  etiam  est  Imprimendi  artificium  veteri- 
bus  incognitum,  cujus  beneficio  singtdorum  inventa  fiilguris 
modo  transcurrere  possint  et  subito  communicari,  ad  aliorum 
studia  excitanda  et  inventa  miscenda.  Quare  utendum  est 
ntatis  nostr»  praerogativa,  neque  committendum,  ut  cum  hsec 
tanta  vobis  adsint  vobis  ipsi  desitis.  Nos  autem,  filii,  ab  ani« 
morum  vestrorum  pr»paratione  auspicati,  in  reliquis  vobia 
non  deerimus.  Probe  enim  novimus  tabellas  mentis  a  tabellis 
communibus  differre.  In  his  non  alia  inscripseris  nisi  priora 
delcveris,  in  illis  priora  89gre  deleveris  nisi  nova  inscripse- 
ris. Itaque  rem  in  longtun  non  difieremus  :  illud  itidem  vos 
monentes,  ne  tanta  vobis  de  nostris  inventis  polliceamini,  quin 
meliora  a  vobis  ipsis  speretis.  Nos  enim  Alexandri  fortunam 
nobis  spondemus  (neque  vanitatb  nos  arguatis  antequam  rei 
exitum  audiatis);  illius  enim  res  gestae  recenti  memoria  ut 
portentum  accipiebantur ;  ita  enim  loquitur  unus  ex  aemulis 
oratoribus,  Nos  certe  vitam  humanam  nan  deffimus ;  Bed  in  id 
nati  sumus,  ut  posteri  de  nobis  portenta  prcedicent ;  sed  postquam 
deferbuisset  ista  admiratio  atque  homines  rem  attentius  intro- 
spexissent,  operas  pretium  est  animadvertere,  quale  judicium  de 
eo  faciat  scriptor  Bomanus,  Nil  aUud  quam  bene  ausus  est  vana 
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contemnere.  Ita  et  nos  Bimile  quiddam  a  posteris  audiemus; 
postquam  emandpati^  et  sui  jam  facti,  et  proprias  vires  experti, 
initia  nostra  magnis  intervallis  superaverlnt.  In  quo  sane  ju- 
dicio^  illud  recte,  nostra  nil  magni  esse :  illud  non  recte^  si 
ausis  tribuant  quse  humilitati  debentur  :  humilitati  (inquam)  et 
privationi  cuidam  istius  human®  superbise^  qu8B  universa  per- 
didit,  quseque  volucres  quasdam  meditationes  loco  divinas  in 
rebus  signature  consecravit  Hac  enim  ex  parte  revera  nobis 
gratulamur^  et  eo  nomine  felices  nos  et  bene  de  genere  humano 
meritos  esse  existimamus^  quod  ostendimus  quid  vera  et  legi- 
tima  spiritus  humani  humiliatio  possit  Yerum  quid  nobis 
ab  hominibus  debeatur^  ipsi  yiderint.  Nos  certe  nos  liostraque 
Tobis  debemus. 

Omnibus  qui  aderant  digna  magnitudine  generis  et  nominis 
humani  oratio  visa  est,  et  tamen  libertati  quam  arrogantiaa 
propior.  Ita  autem  inter  se  coUoquebantur :  se  instar  eorum 
esse,  qui  ex  locis  opacis  et  umbrosis  in  lucem  apertam  subito 
exierint,  cum  minus  videant  quam  prius ;  sed  cum  certa  et  Iseta 
spe  facultatis  melioris. 

Tum  ille  qui  h»c  narrabat;  tu  vero  quid  ad  ista  dicis? 
inquit.  Grata  sunt  (inquam)  quae  narrasti.  Atque  (inquit)  si 
sunt  ut  dicis  grata,  si  tu  forte  de  his  rebus  aliquid  scripseris, 
locum  invenias  ubi  h»c  inseras,  neque  peregrinationis  nostras 
fructus  perire  patiaris.  ^quum  postulasj  inquam,  neque  obli- 
viscar. 
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COGITATA  ET  VISA. 


The  Coffitaia  et  Visa  stands  first  in  Grater's  yolume  of  ISSS, 
where  it  first  appeared.  That  a  work  with  that  title  was  com- 
posed about  the  year  1607  may  be  inferred  from  the  date 
(1607)  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Bacon  to  Sir  Thomas  Bodley 
'*  after  he  had  imparted  to  him  a  writing  entitled  Cogitata  et 
Visa;''  from  a  letter  addressed  (19  Feb.  1607)  by  Sir  Thomas 
Bodley  to  Bacon^  giving  his  opinion  of  it ;  and  from  an  entry 
in  the  Commentarius  Solutus  (26  July,  1608)  '•  Imparting  my 
Cogitata  et  Visa,  with  choice,  ut  videbitur."  Whether  the 
writing  here  spoken  of  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  which 
Gruter  published  it  is  of  course  impossible  to  say.  The  follow- 
ing allusion  in  Bacon's  letter  to  Bodley — '*  If  you  be  not  of 
the  lodgings  chalked  up,  whereof  I  speak  in  my  preface  " — 
would  seem  rather  to  imply  that  it  was  not;  there  being  no 
preface  to  the  Cogitata  as  printed  by  Gruter,  nor  any  allusion 
to  the  chalked  lodgings  anywhere  in  the  work.  And  it  is 
otherwise  probable  that  it  underwent  many  alterations  before 
it  attained  its  final  shape,  in  which  it  must  certainly  be 
reckoned  among  the  most  perfect  of  Bacon's  productions. 
Allowance  being  made  however  for  this  uncertainty,  we  need 
not  scrapie  to  place  it  here.  It  covers  most  of  the  ground 
occupied  by  the  first  book  of  the  Novum  Organum,  and  was 
intended  to  be  followed  by  an  example  of  a  true  inductive 
investigation,  with  all  its  apparatus  of  tables,  &c.,  as  applied 
to  one  or  two  particular  subjects ;  which  would  have  covered 
the  same  ground  which  the  second  book  of  the  Novum  Organum 
was  meant  to  occupy. 
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For  the  text^  there  are  only  two  authorities  that  I  know  of; 
namely  the  copy  printed  by  Gruter^  and  a  manuscript  in  the 
library  of  Queen's  College,  Oxford ' ;  a  very  beautiful  manu^^ 
script,  carefully  corrected  throughout  in  Bacon^s  own  hand, 
and  perfect  but  for  the  loss  of  a  leaf  in  the  middle.  The 
differences  between  the  two,  though  not  otherwise  material, 
are  sufficient  to  prove  that  neither  can  have  been  taken  from 
the  other;  and  as  the  manuscript  is  fuller  in  some  places, 
and  the  printed  copy  in  others,  it  is  difficult  to  say  which  was 
the  later.  The  manuscript  however  b  certainly  the  more  ac- 
curate; and  has  certainly  been  revised  by  Bacon  himself, — a 
fact  which  we  cannot  be  so  sure  of  with  regard  to  the  other. 
I  have  therefore,  by  permission  of  the  Provost  of  Queen's 
College,  printed  the  text  from  it;  giving  in  the  notes  the 
readings  of  Gruter's  copy,  where  there  is  any  difference 
between  them. 

The  notes  which  do  not  relate  to  these  variations  are 
Mr.  Ellis's. 

J.  S. 

>  CCLXXZ.  fo.  206. 
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FRANCISCI  BACON 
COGITATA   ET   VISA: 

INTERPRETATIONB  NATURiE,  SIVB  DE  SCIENTIA  OPERATIVA.' 


Feakgiscus  Bacon  sic  cogitayit;  Scientiam  in  cujus  posses- 
fflone  genus  humanum  adhuc  versatnr^  ad  certitudinem  et  magni- 
tadinem  operum  non  accedere.  Medicos  siquidem  morbos 
complures  insanabiles  pronuntiare,  et  in  reliquorum  cura  Baspius 
errare  et  deficere :  Alchimistas  in  spei  su8b  amplexibus  senescere 
etimmori:  Magorum  opera  fluza,  nee  fructoosa :  Mechanicas 
artes  non  multum  locis  a  philosophia  petere^  sed  experientisd 
telas,  lentas  sane  ac  hnmilesj  paulatim  continuare:  Casum, 
authorem  rerum  proculdnbio  utilem;  sed  qui  per  longas 
ambages  et  circuitus  donaria  sua  in  homines  spargat.  Itaque 
visum  est  ei,  Inventa  hominum  quibus  utimur  admodum  imper- 
fecta et  immatura  censeri :  Nova  yero^  hoc  scientiarum  statu, 
nonnisi  per  sieculorum  spatia  expectari ;  eaque  ipsa  qu8B  hactenus 
humana  exhibuit  industria,  Philosophiae  baud  attribui. 

Cc^tavit  et  illud;  in  his'  rerum  humanarum  angustiis,  id 
maxime  et  ad  prsesens  deploratum  et  in  futurum  ominosum 
esse ;  quod  homines,  contra  bonum  suumj  cupiunt  ignoitrntiam 
ignominiae  eximere,  et  sibi  per  inopiam  istam  satisfierL  Medi- 
cus  enim  pr»ter  cauteks  practice'  suae  (in  quibus  ad  existima- 
tionem  Artis  tuendamhaud  parum  pnesidii  est),  banc  generalem 
veluti  tolius  Artis  cautehun  advocat;  quod  Artis  suae  infirmitatem 
in  Naturae  calumniam  vertit,  et  quod  Ars  non  attingit,  id  ex  arte 
impossibile  in  Natura  supponit  Neque  certe  damnari  potest  Ars, 
cum  ipsa  judicet.  Etiam  Philosophia  ex  qua  medicina  ista  (quam 

*  The  title  in  Gniter*s  ccfpy  if :  FraneUd  Baeoni  Dt  Vtndamiot  CogitcUa  et  Vita 
de  Interprtiathii€  Natura,  aiv€  de  iHteniume  Rermm  et  Opemm. 

*  ui.  —  O.  •  artis*  —  G. 
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in  manibiis  habemoB)  cxcisa  est,  habet  et  Ula  et  in  sinn  nutrit 
qnaddam  poeita  aut  placita^  in  qua  si  severius  inquiratur,  hoc 
omnino  persuaderi  Tolunt^  Nil  arduum  aut  in  natura  imperiosum 
ab  arte  yd  ope  humana  expectari  debere.  Ab  hoc  fonte  illud : 
Calorem  Astri  sive  Solis  et  calorem  Ignis  toto  genere  differre : 
et  illud,  Composilionem  opus  hominis,  at  Mistionem  opus  solius 
naturte  esse,  et  similia:  qute  si  diligentius  notentur,  omnino 
pertinent  ad  humanie  potestatis  drcumscriptionem  malitiosam, 
et  ad  quB9sitam  et  artificiosam  desperalionem,  qus  non  solum 
spei  auguria  sed  etiam  experiendi  aleas  abjiciat^  et  omnis^ 
industri»  stimulos  et  nervos  incidat' ;  dum  de  hoc  tantum  soliciti 
sunt,  ut  Ars  perfecta  censeatur,  et  gloriie  vanissimse  et  perditis- 
BimsB  dant  operam,  scilicet  ut  quicquid  inyentum  non  sit,  id 
nee  inveniri  posse  credatur.  Alchimista  yero,  ad  Artis  suas 
subleyationem,  erroresproprios  reos  substituit ;  secum  accusatorie 
reputando,  se  aut  Artis  et  Authorum  yocabula  non  satis  intel- 
lexisse,  undo  ad  traditionum  et  ore  tenus  eloquiorum  susurros 
animum  applicat ;  aut  in  practical  scrupulis,  proportionibus  et 
momentis  aliquid  litubatum  esse,  unde  experimentafcslicioribus 
(ut  putat)  auspiciis  in  infinitum  repetit :  ac  interim,  cum  inter 
experimentorum  yertiginosas  ambages'  in  Inyenta  quasdam  ant 
ipsa  facie  noya,  aut  utilitate  non  contemnenda  impingat,  hujus- 
modi  pignoribus  animum  pascit,  eaque  in  majus  ostentat  et 
celebrat,  reliqua  spe  sustentat  Magus,  cum  nounulla  supra 
naturam  (pro  suo  nimirum  captu)  prorsus  effici  yideat;  post- 
quam  yim  semel  naturae  factam  intelligit,  imaginationi  alas 
addit,  remque  magis  et  minus  recipere  yix  putat;  quare 
maximamm  rerum  sibi  adeptionem  spondet;  non  yidens  esse 
subjecta  certi  cujusdam  et  fere  definiti  generis,  in  quibus  Magia 
et  superstido  per  omnes  nationes  et  aetates  potuerit  et  luserit. 
Mechanicus  autem,  si  ei  contigerit  jam  pridem  inyenta  subtilius 
polire,  yd  omare  elegantius ;  aut  quae  separatim  obseryayerit 
componere  et  simul  repraesentare ;  aut  res  cum  usu  rerum  com- 
modius  et  foelicius  copulare ;  aut  opus  majore  aut  etiam  minore 
quam  fieri  consueyit  mole  et  yolumine  exhibere ;  se  demum  inter 
rerum  Inyentores  numerat.    Itaque  satis  constabat  ei,  homi- 

*  Compare  this  with  what  Is  said  of  Galen  In  the  Tat^ftorii  Partus  MoictdtiM 
[supra,  p.  631.]. 

"  This  remarkable  phrase  occurs  also  in  the  Temporis  Ptarlus  MoMoUmt  [see  p.  539.] ; 
a  coincidence  which,  with  other  poinU  of  resemblance,  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
Coffiiata  et  Vita  and  the  Tm^poru  Partus  were  written  about  the  same  time. 
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lies  remm  Inventionem  ut  conatum  irritum  fastldire^;  vel 
credere^  extare  quidem  Inyenta  nobilia,  sed  inter  paucos  sum- 
mo  silentio  et  religione  quadam  cohiberi ;  yel  huo  descendere, 
ut  minores  istas  industrias  et  Inventorum  additamenta  pro  noyis 
Inventis  »stiment ;  qu»  omnia  eo  redeunt^  ut  animos  hominum 
a  legitimo  et  constanti  labore^  et  a  nobilibus  et  genere  humano 
dignifi  Inventorum  pensis  avertant. 

Cogitavit  et  illud ;  homines  cum  operum  varietatem  et  pul- 
cberrimum  apparatum^  qu8B  per  artes  Mechanicas  ad  cultum 
humanum  congesta  sit  ^  oculis  subjiciant ' ;  eo  inclinare,  ut  potius 
ad  opulentias  humanse  admirationem  quam  ad  inopife  sensum 
accedant ;  minime  videntes,  primitivas  hominis  observationes  et 
Natures  operationes  qu»  animse  aut  primi  motus  instar  ad 
omnem  illam  varietatem  sint,  neo  multas  nee  alte  petitas  esse : 
ctttera  ad  patientiam  hominum^  et  subtilem  et  ordinatum  manus 
vel  instrumentorum  motum  tantum^  pertinere:  atque  in  hac 
parte  officinam  cum  Bibliotheca  mire  congruere,  quse  et  ipsa 
tantam  librorum  varietatem  ostentet,  in  quibus  si  diligentius 
introspicias,  nil  aliud  quam  ejusdem  rei  infinitas  repetiliones 
reperias,  tractatu^  novas,  inventione  prseoccupatas.  Itaque  vi- 
sum est  ei,  opinionem  copiso  inter  causas  inopias  poni :  et  tum 
opera  tum  doctrinas  ad  intuitum  numerosa,  ad  examen  pauca 


Cogitavit  et  illud ;  eas  quas  habemus  doctrinas  ea  ambitione 
et  affectatione  proponi,  atque  in  eummodum  efformatasacveluti 
personatas  in  conspectum  venire,  ac  si  singulie  artes  omni  ex 
parte  perfected  essent  et  ad  exitum  perductie.  Hujusmodi 
enim  methodis  et  iis  partitionibus  tradi,  qu»  omnia  prorsus 
qu»  in  illud  subjectum  cadere  possunt  tractatu^  complecti 
et  condudere  videantur.  Atque  licet  membra  ilia  male  im- 
pleta  et  quod  ad  vividum  aliquem  rerum  succum  attlnet 
destituta  sint,  Totius  tamen  cujusdam  formam  et  rationem 
pTD  se  ferre:  eoque  rem  perduci,  ut  pauca  quaddam,  neque 
ilia  ex  Optimo  delectu  recepta  Authorum  scripta,  pro  integris 
ipsis  et  propriis  Artibus  habeantur.  Cum  tamen  primi  et  an- 
tiquiflsimi  veritatiB  inquisitores,  meliore  fide  ac  eventu,  Scien- 
tiam  quam  ex  rerum  contemplatione  decerpere  et  in  usum 
condere  statuebant,  in  Aphorismos  foetasse  sive   breves  eas- 

'  ItaquB  viwrn  «si  et,  homiius  rerum  et  artium  novarum  inventionem^  ut*eonatum 
inanem  et  Muspectumj  futidire, — Q. 

'  ntnt, — O.  ,'  tulijieiunL — O.  ^  tantum  pip.  Q. 

*  fratiamdi  modU  et  etruetura  qvadam, — G.  *  traetaia^^^G, 
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demque  iparsas  nee  methodis  revmctas  sententias^  conjicere 
solerent :  quae  cum  et  rerum  inventarum  nuda  simulachra^  et 
rerum  non  inventarum  manifesta  spatia  et  vacua  indicarent, 
minus  fallebant;  atque  homintun  ingenia  et  meditationes  ad 
jndicandum  et  ad  inveniendum  simul  excitabant.  At  nunc  Bcien- 
taas  iis  modis  ezhiberi  quse  fidem  usurpent,  non  judicium  solicit 
tent,  et  authoritate  tristi  Isetis  Inventionum  conatibus  intercedant : 
Adeo  ut  omnia  successio  et  devolutio  disciplinamm  personas 
Magistri  et  auditoris  complecfatur,  non  Inventoris  et  ejus  qui 
Inventis  addat :  unde  necessario  evenire,  ut  Scientis  suis  hsreant 
vestigiis,  nee  loco  onmino  moveantur;  quod  et  per  multa  jam 
ssdcula  usuvenit;  eousque,  ut  non  solum  assertio  maneat  as- 
sertio,  sed  etiam  qucestio  maneat  qusBstio,  et  eodem  plane  statu 
alatur.  Quare  visum  est  ei,  Columnas  non  ultra  prc^ediendi 
magnopere  fixas  esse^;  et  mirum  minime  esse  id  haud'obtineri, 
cujus  adipiscendi  homines  nee  spe  nee  desiderio  teneantur. 

Cogitavit  et  illud;  qusD  de  hominum  tum  de^peratione  turn 
fastu  dicta  sunt,  quod  ad  plerosque  scientiarum  sectatores  at- 
tinet,  nimis  alte  petita  esse.  Turbam  enim  longe  maximam 
prorsus  aliud  agere:  Doctrinam  siquidem  vel  animi  et  de- 
lectationis  causa  petere,  vel  ad  usum  et  emolumentum  pro- 
fessorium,  vel  etiam  ad  omamentum  et  existimationis  suib 
adminiculum:  Quae  si  ut  fines  ^  scientiarum  proponantur,  tan- 
tum  abest  ut  homines  id  velint,  ut  ipsa  doctrinarum  massa 
augmentum  sumat ;  ut  ex  ea  quae  pnesto  est  massa,  nil  am- 
plius  quaenmt  quam  quantum  ad  usum  destinatum  vertere  et 
decoqnere  possint.  Si  quis  antem  in  tanta  multitudine  scien* 
tiam  affectn  ingenue  et  propter  seexpetat;  invenietur  tamen 
rerum  potius  varietatem'  quam  veritatem  aucupari:  Quod  si 
et  veritatis  sit  inquicdtor  severior,  ilia  ipsa  tamen  Veritas  erit 
hujusmodi,  quie  res  jam  in  lucem  proditas  subtilius  explicet; 
non  quae  novam  lucem  excitet.  Sin  adhuc  studiam  cujus{»am 
in  tantum  expandatur,  ut  et  novam  lucem  ambiat;  earn  scilicet 
lucem  adamabit,  quae  ex  longinquo  contemplationes  spedosas 
ostentet,  non  quae  ex  propinquo  opera  et  Inventa  nobilia 
demonstret  Quare  visum  est  ei,  eodem  rursus  referri ;  scilicet 
mirum  non  utique  esse  curriculum  non  confici,  cimi  homines 
ad  hujusmodr  minora  deflectant:   multo  magis,  cum  nee  ipsa 

,  '  fixoi  etae  et  quasi  fata!e$. — G.  •  J2in*. — G, 

*  There  Is  here  perhaps  an  allusion  to  tb«  title  of  one  of  Cardan's  works,  De 
Berum  Varietatf ;  of  which  Bacon  made  use  In  writing  the  Sylva  S^harwn, 
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mcta  adhuc  uUi  quod  sciat  mortaliuin  posita  sit  et  defixa: 
Metam  autem  non  aliam  ease,  quam  ut  genus  humanum  novis 
operibuB  et  poteatatibuB  continuo  dotetar. 

Cogitavit  et  illud;   inter  ista  Scientiarum  detrimenta,  Na- 
turalis  philosophisB  sortem  prse  omnibus  minus  aequam   esse: 
ut  qu»  a  laboribus  hominum  leviter  occupata,  facile  deserta, 
nee  majorem  in  modum  culta  et  subacta  sit     Postquam  enim 
fides  Christiana  adoleverit  et  recepta  sitS  longe  maximam  in- 
geniorum  partem  ad  Theologiam  se  contulisse,  hominumque 
ex  hac  parte  studio  et  amplissima  presmia  proposita  et  omnis 
generis  adjumenta  copiosissime  subministrata  esse :  quin  et  sbyo 
superiore  potissimas  Philosophorum  commentationes  in  Morali 
Philosophia  (quae  Ethnids*  vice  Theologiae  erat)  consumptas 
esse:  utrisque  autem  temporibus  summa  ingenia  baud   infre- 
quenti  numero  ad  res  civiles  se  applicasse,  pnesertim  durante 
magnitudine  Bomana^  qusB   ob  imperii   amplitudinem  pluri- 
morum  operis  indigebat.      Earn  ipsam  vero  tetatem  qua  Na- 
turalis    Philosophia    apud   Graacos    maxime   florere  visa  est, 
Aiisse  particulam  temporis  minime  diutumam :  ac  subinde  con- 
tradictionibus   ac   novorum   placitorum   ambitione    corruptam 
et  inutilem  redditam.  .  Ab  iUis  autem  usque  temporibus,  ne« 
minem   prorsus    nominari,  qui    Naturalem    Philosophiam  ex 
•professo  colat,  nee  ejus  inquisitioni  immoriatur ;  adeo  ut  virum 
vacuum  et  integrum  hcec  Scientia  jamdiu  non  occupaverit;  nisi 
forte    quis'  monachi  alicujus  in  cellula  aut  nobilis  in  villula 
luoubrantis  exemplum  adduxerit,  quod  etrarissimumreperietur. 
Sed  factam^  deinceps  instar  transitus  cujusdam  et  pontistemii 
ad  alia,  magnamque  istam   Scientiarum  matrem  in  anciliam 
mutatam  esse;  qusB  Medicines  aut  Mathematicis  opdribus  mi- 
nistret,  aut  adolescentium  immatura  ingenia  lavet  et  imbuat 
veluti  tinctura  quadam  prima,  ut  aliam   nusus  foslicius    et 
commodius  excipiant.     Itaque  visum  est  ei  Naturalem  Philo- 
sophiam, incumbentium  et  paucitate,  et  festinatione,  et  tyro* 
cinio,  destitutam  jacere.     Nee  ita  multo  post  visum  est  ei, 
hoc  ad  universum  doctrinarum  statum  summopere  pertinere. 
Ooines  enim  artes  et  scientias  ab  hac  stirpe  revulsas  poliri 
fbrtassis,  aut  in  usum  effingi,  sed  nil  admodum  crescere. 

Cogitavit  et  illud;     quam   molestum   ac  in    omni   genere 
diffidlem  adversarium  nacta  sit  Philosophia  naturalis,  Supersti- 

>  Ofdolevit  et  reeepta  est. — O.  *  EthnieU^  magna  ex  parte.-^  O. 

'  quis  forte. — G.         •  *  factum, — G. 

qq2 
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tionem  nimiram  et  zelam  religioniB  ceecum  et  immoderatom. 
Comperit  enim  ex  Gnecis  noimullosy  qui  primum  caosas  natura- 
les  ftdmrnis  et  tempestatum  insuetis  adhuo  hominum  auribus 
ppopoauerunt,  impietatia  eo  nomine  damnatoa;  nee  molto  me- 
lius exeeptos,  aed  in  idem  judicium  adductos,  non  capitia  sane 
sed  fam»,  Coemographos^  qui  ex  certiaaimiB  demonstrationibus, 
quibus  nemo  hodie  sanus  contradizerit^  formam  tetrtd  rotundam 
tribuerunt;  et  ex  consequenti  Anfipodas  asseruerunt,  accusanti- 
buB  quibusdam  ex  antiquis  Patribus  fidei  ChristianiB.^  Quin  et 
duriorem  (ut  nunc  sunt  res)  conditionem  aermonum  de  Natura 
effectam  ex  temeritate  Theologorum  Scholaaticorum  et  eorum 
clientelis^  qui  cum  Theologiam  (satis  pro  potestate)  in  ordinem 
redegerint  et  in  artis  fabricam  effinxerint,hoc  insuper  axm,  sunt, 
ut  contentiosam  et  tumultuariam  Aristotelis  Philosophiam  cor- 
pori  religionis  inseruerint.'  Eodem  spectare  etiam,  quod  hoc 
sasculo  baud  alias  opiniones  '  magis  secundis  ventis  ferri  reperies, 
quam  eorum  qui  TheologiaB  et  PhiloeophiiB,  (id  est)  fidei  ^  et 
sensus,  conjugium  veluti  legitimum  multa  pompa  et  solennitate 
celebrant,  et  grata  rerum  varietate  animos  hominum  permulcen- 
tes,  interim  divina  et  humana  inauspicato  permiscent.  Revera 
autem  si  quis  diligentius  animum  advertat»  non  minus  periculi 
Naturali  PhilosophiaB  ex  istiusmodi  fallad  et  iniquo  foedere, 
quam  ex  apertis  inimicitiis  imminere.  Tali  enim  foedere  et 
sodetate,  recepta  in  Philosophia  tantum  comprehendi:  aucta 
autem,  vel  addita,  vel  in  melius  mutata,  etiam  severius  et  perti- 
nacius  exdiudi.  Denique  yersus  incrementa,  et  novas  veluti 
eras  et  regiones  philosophisB,  omnia  ex  parte  religionis  prava* 
rum  suspicionum  et  impotentis  fastidii  plena  esse.  Alios 
siquidem  simplicius  subvereri,  ne  forte  altior  in  Natura^  inqui- 
silio  ultra  datum  et  concessum  sobrietatis  terminum  penetret; 
traducentes  non  recte  ea  quaB  de  divinis  mysteriis  dicuntur, 
quorum  multa  sub  sigillo  divino  clausa  manent,  ad  occulta 
Naturs,  qu«  nullo  interdicto  separantur :  Alios  callidius  conji- 
cere,  si  media  ignorentur,  singula  ad  mauum  et  vii^lam  divinam 
(quod  Religionis  ut  putant  maxime  intersit)  facilius  referri; 
quod  nil  aliud  est,  quam  Deo  per  mendacium  gratificari  velle : 
Alios  ab  exemplo  metuere,  ne  motus  et  mutationes  Philoeophias 

*  See  Lactantlns,  Div.  lust.  ill.  24. ;  and  for  a  defence  of  the  conduct  of  S.  Boniface 
to  Virglllus  Bishop  of  Salsburg,  who  maintained  among  other  podtions  of  doubtAxl 
orthodoxy  the  existence  of  the  antipodes,  see  Fromondus  **  De  orbe  terrs  iroroobill.'* 

*  immi»cuerint.^G.  |  *  opinioHes  ei  dit/nUaiioiu».--'Q, 

*  /idem  in  Oruter.  -^XS.  »  Mo/icmm.— O. 
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in  religionem  incurrant  et  desinant:  4>lio8  denique  solicitos 
videri^  ne  in  Naturae  inquisitione  aliquid  inyeniri  possit  quod 
Beligionem  labefactet ;  quae  duo  cogitata  incredulitatem  quan- 
dam  sapiunt^  et  sapientiam  animalem :  posterius  autem  absque 
impietate  ne  in  dubitationem  aut  suspicionem  venire  potest 
Quare  satis  constabat  eiS  in  hujusmodi  opinionibus  multum  infir-^ 
mitatis,  quin  et  inyidi»  et  fennenti  non  parum  subesse.  Natura- 
lem  enim  Philosophiam  post  yerbum  Dei  certissimam  supersti- 
tionis  medioinam,  eandem  probatissimum  fidei  alimentum  esse* 
Itaque  merito  religioni  tanquam  fidissimam  et  acceptissimam 
ancillam  atribui :  cum  altera  voluntatem  Dei,  altera  potestatem 
manifestet :  Neque  errasse  eum  qui  dizerit,  erratis  nescientes 
scripturas  et  potestatem  Dei^;  informationcm  de  voluntate,  et 
meditationem  de  potestate,  nexu  individuo  copulantem.  Qu» 
licet  verissima  sint,  nihilominus  illud  manet ;  in  potentissimis 
Natundis  PhilosophiaB  impedimentis,  ea  qu8B  de  zelo  imperito  et 
superstitione  dicta  sunt,  citra  controversiam  numerari. 

Cogitavit  et  illud;  in  moribus  et  institutis  Academiarum, 
CoUegiorum,  et  similium  conventuum,  qusB  ad  doctorum  homi- 
num  sedes  et  operas  mutuas  destinata  8unt»  omnia  progressui 
Scientiarum  in  ulterius  adversa  inveniri.  Frequentiam  enim 
multo  mazimam  profedsoriam  prime,  ac  subinde  meritoriam  esse : 
Lectiones  autem  et  exercitia  ita  disposita,  ut  aliud  a  consuetis 
ne  facile  cuiquam  in  mentem  veniat  cogitare.  Sin  autem  alicui 
inquisitionis  et  judicii  libertate  uti  conligerit,  is  se  in  mngna 
solitudine  versari  statim  sentiet :  Sin  et  hoc  toleraverit,  tamen 
'  in  capessenda  fortuna  industriam  banc  et  magnanimitatem  sibi 
non  levi  impedimento  fore  experietur.  Studia  enim  hominum 
in  ejusmodi  locis  in  quorundam  authorum  scripta  veluti  relegata 
esse;  a  quibus  si  quis  dissentiat,  aut  controversiam  moveat,  • 
continue  ut  homo  tnrbidus  et  rerum  novarum  cupidus  corripi* 
tur ;  cum  tamen  (si  quis  rerum  '  verus  estimator  sit)  magnum 
discrimen  inter  rerum  civilium  ac  artium  administrationem 
reperiet^:  non  enim  idem  periculum  a  nova  luce  ac  a  novo 
motu  instare ;  verum  in  rebus  civilibus,  motum  etiam  in  melius 
suspectum  esse  ob  perturbationem ;  cum  civilia  authoritate, 
consensu,  fama,  opinione,  non  demonstratione  et  verltate  con- 
stent :  in  artibus  autem  et  scientiis,  tanquam  in  metalli  fodi-. 
nis,  omnia  no  vis  operibus  et  ulterioribus  progressibus  strepere- 

>  ef  om.  a  '  St  Hatth.  xxil.  SO. 
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debere.  A^ue  reota  ratione  rem  se  ita  habere.  In  vita  autem, 
Yiram  est  ei  doctrmarom  politiam  et  adniiiiiBtrationem  qose  in 
nsu  est^  Bcientiarum  augmentaetpropaginemdurissime  premere 
et  cohibere. 

.Cogitavit  et  illud;  etiam  in  ojHnione  bominum  et  sensu 
oommuniy  multa  ubique  occurrere  qus  novaa  scientiarum  accea- 
siones  libero  aditu  prohibeant:  maximam  enim  partem  bomi* 
nam,  praesentibus  non  »quam,  in  antiquitatem  propendere ;  ac 
credere  si  nobia  qui  nunc  viTimus  ea  sors  obveniBset^  ut  qu» 
ab  antiquis  qussita  et  inventa  aunt  primi  tentaremusy  nos 
eorum  pensa  longo  intervallo  nonfuiaae  tequaturos.  Credere 
similiter^  ei  quia  etiam  nunc,  ingenio  auo  confiaus,  inquiaitionem 
de  integro  suacipere  affectet,  huncbujuace  rei  eventum  fore; 
ut  aut  in  ea^  ipsa  incidat  quas  ab  antiquitate  probata  aunt ;  aut 
sane  in  alia,  qu»  ab  antiquitate  jampridem  judicata  et  rejecta, 
in  oblivionem  merito  ceaaere.  Alioa,  apreta  omnino  gente  et 
facultate  humana  utriuaque  temporia,  aive  antiqui  aive  noyi, 
in  opinionem  labi  curioaam  et  auperatitioaam ;  eziatimantea 
acientiarum  primordia  a  apiritibua  manaaae,  et  ab  eorum  digna^ 
tione  et  conaortio  aimiliter  nova  inventa  authoramentum  habere 
poaae.^  Alioa  opinione  magia  aobria  et  aevera,  aed  diffidentia 
grayiore,  de  auctiore  acientiarum  atatu  plane  deaperare,  Natur» 
obacuritatero,  brevitatem  vitaB,  aenauum  fidladaa,  judicii  infirmi- 
tatem,  et  experimentorum  difficultatea  et  immenaaa  rarietatea 
reputando ;  itaque  bujuamodi  apei  exceaaua,  qusB  majora  quam 
quae  habemua  apondeantS  eaae  impotentia  animi  et  inmiaturi; 
atque  lasta  acilicet  principia,  media  ardua,  extrema  confuaa' 
habere.  Nee  minorem  deaperationem  praamii  quam  facti  eaae. 
Scientiaa  aiquidem  in  magnia  ingeniia  proculdubio  innaaci  et 
augeri ;  pretia  autem  et  asatimationea  Scientiarum,  penea  popu- 
lum  aut  principea  iriroa,  aut  alios  mediocriter  doctoa  eaae :  undo 
fieri  ^  ut  ea  tantum  inventa  vigeant,  qu»  popular!  judicio  et 
aensui  oommuni  accommodata  aunt ;  ut  in  Democriti^ opinione 
de  Atomia  uauvenit,  quas  quia  paulo  remotior  erat,  luau  excipi- 
ebatur.  Itaque  altiorea  contemplatiqnea  Naturae,  quaa  fere 
religionis  instar  duraa  aenaibue  hominum  accedere  neceaae  eat, 

*  ea  om.  G. 

*  Bacon  here  alludes  to  the  opinions  of  the  cabalistoi  and  perhaps  in  particular  to 
those  of  Robert  Fludd. 

*  spondeat — O.     The  reading  of  the  MS.  is  incorrect ;  but  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  the  error  be  not  in  the  qua,  which  ought  perhaps  to  be  qui, 

*  Itaque  non  eorutuUm  proposUionem  sdentiarum  et  judicium,  esse :  unde  fieri»  &c. 
— G. 
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oriri  aliquando  posse ;  sed  fere  non  multo  post  (nisi  evident! 
et  excellenti  utilitate  demonstrentur  et  oommendentur,  quod 
hucusque  factum  non  est)  opinionum  vulgarium  ventis  agitari 
et  eztingui ;  adeo  ut  tempus  tanquom  fluyius,  levia  et  inflata 
vehere,  gravia  et  solida  mergere  consueverit.  Visum  est  ei 
itaque,  impedimenta  melioris  scientiarum  status  non  tantum 
externa  et  adventitia,  sed  et  innata  et  ez  ipsis  sensibus  hausta 
esse. 

Cogitavit  et  illud ;  etiam  verborum  naturam  vagam  et  male 
terminatam  Intellectui  hominum  illudere,  et  fere  vim  facere. 
Verba  enim  certe  tanquam  numismata  esse,  qusa  vulgi  imaginem 
et  principatum  repradsenteat:  ilia  siquidem  secundum  populares 
notiones  et  rerum  acceptiones  (quie  maxima  ex  parte  erronesB 
sunt  et  confusissim®)  omnia  componere  et  dividere ;  ut  etiam 
infantes  cum  loqui  discant^  infoelicem  errorum  cabalam  haurire 
et  imbibere  cogantur:  Ac  licet  sapientiores  et  doctiores  se 
variis  artibus  ab  hac  servitute  vindicare  conentur ;  nova  voca- 
bula  fingendo,  quod  durum,  et  definitiones  interponendo,  quod 
molestum  est ;  nuUis  tamen  viribus  jvgum  excutere  posse,  quin 
infinitas  etiam  in  acutissimis  disputationibus  controversias  de 
verbis  moveantur,  et  quod  multo  deterius  est,  istad  ipsao  pravas 
verborum  signatune  etiam  in  mentem  radios  suos  et  impressiones 
reflectant ;  nee  tantum  in  sermone  molestae,  sed  etiam  Judioio 
et  Intellectui  infestao  sunt  Itaque  visum  est  ei,  inter  internas 
causas  errorum,  banc  ipsam  ut  gravem  sane  et  non  '  innoxiam 
ponere. 

Cogitavit  et  illud ;  praeter  conmiunies  scientiarum  et  doctri- 
narnm  difficultates,  philosophiam  naturalem,  pnesertim  activam 
et  operativam,  etiam  alia  propria  habere  praejudicia  et  impedi- 
menta. Non  parvam  enim  existimationis  jacturam  et  fidei 
fecisse,  per  quosdam  procuratores  sues  leves  et  vanos;  qui  par* 
tim  ex  credulitate  partim  ex  impostura,  humanum  genus  pro- 
missis  onerarunt;  vitas  prolongationem,  senectutis  retardatio- 
nem,  dolorum  levationem,  naturalium  defectuum  reparationem, 
sensuum  deceptiones,  affectuum  ligationes  et  incitationes,  intel- 
lectualium  facultatum  illuminationes,  exaltationes,  substantia* 
rum  transmutationes,  motuum  ad  libitum  multiplicationes,  aeris 
impressiones  et  alterationes,  rerum  futurarum  divinationes, 
remotarum  repnescntatioucs,  occultarum   revelatione^,  et   alia 

'  discuHt. — It.  ^  non  om.  G, 
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compliira  poUicitando :  verum  de  istis  lai^toribos,  opinari^  non 
multum  aberratunim  qui  btiusmodi  judicium  fecerit :  Tantum 
nimirum    interesse    inter  horum  vanitates  et  veras  artes,  in 
pbiloBophia,  quantum  intersit  inter  rea  gestae^  Jul.  Csesaris  aut 
Alexandria  et  rursus  Amadisii  ex  Gallia  aut  Arthuri  ex  Bri- 
tannia, in  hbtoria;  constat  enim  clariseimos  illoe  Imperatores 
majora  revera  prsastiliase  quam  umbratiles  isti  heroes  fecisse 
fingantur ;    sed  modis  et  viis  actionum  minime  fabulosis  et 
prodigiosis.     Itaque  oquum  non  esse  fidem  vem  memorise 
derogare,  quia  ilia  a  fabulis  qaandoque  hosa  et  yiolata  sit:'  nam 
Ixionem  e  nube  Centauros;    nee  ideo  minus,  Jovem  e  vera 
Junone  Heben  et  Yulcanum,  yirtutes  scilicet  admirandas  et 
divinas  Natune  et  Artia  genuisse.  Qu»  licet  vera  comperiantur, 
et  homines  absque  rerum  discrimine  incredulos  esse  summsB  sit 
imperitisB ;  visum  tamen  est  ei,  veritatis  aditum  per  hujusmodi 
oommenta  interclusum  aut  certe  arctatum  jampridem  esse ;  et 
vanitatis  excessus  etiam  nunc  omnem  magnanimitatem  destmere. 
Cogitavit  et  illud ;  reperiri  in  animo  humane  indinationem 
quandam  a  Nature  insitam,  et  hominum  opinione  et  disciplina 
nonnulla  oorroboretam,  quse  naturalis  philosophise,  activie  nimi- 
rum et  operativse,  progressus  remoreta  sit  et  ayerterit.    Earn 
esse  opinionem  sive  aBstimationem  tumidam  et  damnosam ;  Minui 
nempe  Migestatem  mentis  humanie,  si  in  experimentis  et  rebus 
particularibus,  sensui  subjectis  et  in  materia  terminatis,  din  ac 
multum  versetur :  pr»sertim  cum  hujusmodi  res  ad  inquirendum 
laboriose,  ad  meditandum  ignobil^s,  ad  dicendum  asperse,  ad  pre- 
cticam  illiberales,  numero  infinitae,  et  subtilitate  pusillae,  yideri 
soleant,  et  ob  hujusmodi  conditiones  glorise  Artium  minus  sint 
accommodatae.    Quam  opinionem  sive  animi  dispositionem,  vires 
maximas  sumpsisse  ex  ilia  altere  opinione  elata  et  commentitia, 
qua  Veritas  humanae  mentis  veluti  indigena,'nec  aliunde  oommi- 
grans;  et  sensus  intellectum  magis  excitare  quam  informare 
asserebatur.    Neque  tamen  errorem  hunc,  et  mentis  (si  verum 
nomen  quasretur)  alienationem,  ab  iis  ulla  ex  parte  correctam,  qui 
sensui  debitas,  id  estprimas  partes  tribuerunt  Quin  et  hos  quo- 
que  exemplo  et  &cto  suo,  relicta  prorsus  Naturali  historia  et 

I  So  In  MS.  Oruter's  copy  has  inUr  $ta$  JuHi,  &c  ;  the  sta»  oommendng  a  new 
line,  filackhourn  gilenUy  substituted  jmgnat,  which  is  the  common  reading  and 
followed  by  M.  Bouillet  Montagu  silently  substituted  Mta«,  which  could  not  possibly 
be  right  I  had  myself  substituted  res  getioij  before  I  knew  of  the  MS. ;  and  it  must 
of  course  be  accepted  as  the  true  reading. 
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mundana  perambulattone^  omnia  in  Ingenii  agitatione  posuisse^ 
et  inter  opacissima  mentis  Idola^  sub  specioso  contemplationis  ^ 
nomine,  perpetuo  volutasse.  Qoare  visum  est  ei,  istud  rerum 
particularium  repudium  et  divortium  omnia  in  familia  humana 
turbasse. 

Cogitavit  et  illud ;  non  tantum  ex  iis  quae  obstant  conjecturam 
capiendam;  fieri  enim  posse  ut  humani  generis  fortuna  istas 
difficultates  et  vincula  perfregerit  et  superaverit:  Itaque  illud 
yidendum  ac  penitus  introspiciendum,  qualis  sit  ea  philosophia 
quae  recepta  sit,  aut  alia  quaepiam  ex  antiquis,  quae  instar  tabulas 
naufragii  ad  litora  nostra  impulsa  sit     Atque  inyenit,  Philoso- 
phiam  Naturalem,  quam  a  Graecis  accepimus,  pueritiam  quan- 
dam  Scientiae  censeri ;  atque  habere  id  quod  proprium  puerorum 
est,  ut  ad  garriendum  prompta,  ad  generandum  inhabilis  et 
immatura  sit     Hujus  autem  philosophiae  jam  consensu  princi- 
pem  Aristotelem,  intacta  fere  ac  illibata  Natura,  in  communibus 
notionibuB,  atque  earum  inter  se  comparatione,  coUisione,  et 
reductione  inutiliter  versatiun  esse.     Neque   sane  quicquam 
solidi  ab  eo  sperari,  qui  etiam  mundum  e  categoriis  efiecerit : 
Parum  enim  interesse,  utrum  quis  materiam  formam  et  priva- 
tionem,  an  substantiam  qualitatem  et  relationem,  principia  rerum 
posuerit     Yerum  istis  sermonibus  supersederi  oportere.     Nam 
et  justam  confutationem  instituere  (cum  neque  de  principiis, 
nee  de  demonstrationum  modis  conveniat)  immemoris  esse ;  et 
rursus  hominem  tantam   authoritatem  et  fere   Dictaturam  in 
philosophia  adeptum  per  satyram  perstringere,  levius  pro  digni- 
tate  sermonis  instituti,  et  tamen  superbum  fore.     Ilium  sane> 
Dialecticis  rationibus,  utpote  a  se  (quod  ipse  licentius  gloriatur) 
oriundis,  Naturalem  philosophiam  corrupisse.     Yerum  ut  ilium 
mittamus,  Platonem  virum  sine  dubio  altioris  ingenii  fuisse ;  ut 
qui  et  formarum  cognitionem  ambiret,  et  inductipne  per  om- 
nia (non  ad  principia  tantum)  uteretur :  sed  inutili'utrobique 
ratione,  cum  Inductiones  vagas,  formas  abstractas,  prensaret  et 
reciperet     Atque  hujus  philosophi  si  quis  attentius  et  scripta 
et  mores  consideret,  eum  de  Philosophia  Natural!  non  admodum 
solicitum  fuisse  reperiet,  nisi  quatenus  ad  Philosophi  nomen  et 
celebritatem  tnendam,  vel  ad  majestatem  quandam  moralibus  et 
civilibus  doctrinis  addendam  et  aspergendam  sufficeret  Eundem 
Naturam  non  minus  Theologia,  quam  Aristotelem  Dialectica 

*  coHiempkUionh  et  rationalism, — G. 
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inficere :  et  si  yerum  dicendum  est^  tarn  prope  ad  poete,  quam 
ilium '  ad  sophUtse  partes  accedere.  Atque  horum  placita  ex 
ipsis  fontibus  haurire  licere,  cum  opera  eorum  extent,  Beli- 
quorum  vero^  PTthagoraB^  Empedoclis,  Heracliti,  AnaxagorsB, 
Democriti^  Parmenidis^  Xenophanis^  et  aliorum,  diversam  ratio- 
nem  esse ;  quod  illorum  opiniones  per  intemuntios  quoedam  et 
famas  et  fragmenta  solummodo  habemus';  atque  idcirco  majore 
inquisitione,  ac  majore  etiam  judicii  integritate  (quas  sortis 
iniquitatem  levet)  opus  esse.  Se  tamen  cum  summa  diligentia 
et'  cura,  omnem  de  illis  opinionibus  auram  oaptasse;  et^  quid- 
quid  de  illis^  vel  dum  ab  Aristotele  confiitantur^  vel  dum  a 
Cicerone^  citantur;  vel  in  Plutarchi  fasciculo>  vel  in  Laertii 
vitis^  vel  in  Lucretii  poemate,  vel  alicubi  in  quavis  alia  sparsa 
memoria  et  mentione  inveniri  possit,  evolvisse ;  et  cum  fide  et 
judicio  librato  examinasse.  Ac  primo  sane  dubium  non  esse^ 
quin  si  opiniones  eorum  in  propriis  extarent  operibus,  majorem 
firmitudinem  habiturse  fuissent ;  cum  Theoriarum  vires  in  apta 
et  se  mutuo  suptinente  partium  harmonia^  et  quadam  in  orbem 
demonstratione  consistant^  ideoque  per  partes  traditsB  infirms 
sint :  quare  non  contemptim  de  illis  judicium  fecasse.  Bepe- 
risse  etiam  inter  placita  tarn  varia,  baud  pauca  in  observatione 
natursB  et  causarum  assignatione  non  indiligenter  notata ;  alios 
autem  in  aliis  (ut  fere  fieri  solet)  foeliciores  fuisse.  Tantum- 
modo  Pythagoras  inventa  et  placita  (licet  numeri  ejus  quiddam 
physicum  innuant)  talia  majore  ex  parte  fuisse,  qu»  ad  ordinem 
potius  quendam  religiosorum  fundandum,  quam  ad  scholam  in 
philosophia  aperiendam  pertinerent ;  quod  et  eventus  compro- 
bavit ;  nam  eandem  disoiplinam  plus  in  hsoresi  Manichseorum,  et 
superstitione  Mahumeti,  quam  apud  Philosophos  valuisse.  B>e- 
liquos  vero,  physicos  certe  fuisse ;  atque  ex  iis  nonnullos,  qui 
Aristotele  longe  et  altius  et  acutius  in  naturam  penetraverint 
Atque  ilium  scilicet  Ottomanorum  more  in  fratribus  trucidan- 
dis  occupatum  fuisse ;  quod  et  ei  ex  voto  successit ;  verum  et 
de  Ajristotele,  et  reliquis  istis  Grascis  non  dissimile  judicium 
fecit;.  Esse  nimirum  hujusmodi  placita  ac  theorias  veluti  di- 
versa  diversarum  fabularum  in  Theatre  argumenta,  in  quan- 
dam  veri  similitudinem,  alia  elegantius  alia  negligentius  aut 
crassius  conficta ;  atque  habere  quod  fabularum  proprium  est, 
ut  veris  narrationibus  concinniora  et  commodiora  videantur. 

>  iUe,—  G.  ,  ^  habeamus.^'G,  '  at-.— G. 
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Neque  in  istis  tantum  exhibitis  et  publicatifl  theoriis,  hu- 
mani  ingenii  peregrinationes  et  errore&  se  sistere  aut  finire^ 
potuisse.  Nisi  enim  mores  hominum  et  affectus  et  rerum 
civilium  inclinationes  hujusmodi  novitadbus  (etiam  in  contem- 
plativis)  adversao  et  infens»  extitiaaent ;  dubium  minime  esse, 
quin  et  alisa  multo  in  naturali  philosophia  secta8  introducts 
fuissent.  Quemadmodum  enim  in  Astronomicis^  et  iis  quibus 
terram  rotari  placet,  et  iis  qui  per  ecoentricoe  et  epicyclos  motus 
ezpediunt,  eorum  quae  in  coelis  sub  sensu  apparent  patrocinia 
et  advocationes  »qu8a  et  ancipites  sunt;  quin  et  tabularum 
calculi  utrisque  respondent ;  eodem  modo  et  multo  etiam  facilius 
esse  in  Naturali  Philosophia  complores  theorias  excogitare, 
loDge  inter  se  ad  invicem  differentes>  sed  tamen  singulas  sibi 
constantes,  et  instantiarum  vulgarium  (quae  in  ejusmodi  quas* 
stionibus  judicia  exercere  sclent)  suffragatione  abutentes,  atque 
in  di versa  trahentes.  Neque  enim  defuisse,  qui  nostra  et  patrum 
aetate  novas  Philosophiae  Naturalis  fabricas  meditati  sunt :  Nam 
Telesium  nostra  memoria  scenam  conscendisse,  et  novam  fabu- 
1am  egisse,  magis  argumento  probabilem  quam  plausu  cele- 
brem^:  et  Fracastorium,  non  ita  pridem,  licet  novam  sectam 
non  elegerit,  tamen  libertate  judicii  et  inquisitionis  honestissime 
usum  esse.  Cardanum  etiam  non  minus  ausum ;  sed  leviorem. 
Quin  et  nuper  Gilbertum  nostratem,  cum  naturam  Magnetis 
laboriosissime  et  magna  judicii  firmitudine  et  constantia,  necnon 
experimentorum  magno  comitatu  et  fere  agmine  perscrutatus 
esset,  statim  nov»  in  Philosophia  Naturali  sectae  imminere 
coepisse';  nee  Xenophanis  nomen  in  ludibrium  versum  expavisse, 
in  cujus  sententiam  inclinabat/  Hos  itaque,  et  si  qui  sunt  aut 
erunt  horum  similes,  antiquorum  turbae  aggregandos;  unam 
enim  eandemque  omnium  rationem  haberi.  Esse  nimirum 
homines  secimdum  pauca  pronuntiantes,  et  naturam  leviter 
attingentes,  nee  ita  se  illi  immiscentes  ut  aut  contemplationum 
veritatem '  aut  operum  utilitatem  assequi  possint.  Credere 
enim  ex  tot  Philosophiis  per  tot  annorum  spatia  laboratb^  et 

>  Jiniri, — O.  The  last  letter  has  been  carrccted  Id  the  MS. ;  but  whether  from  e 
into  i  or  from  i  into  e  I  cannot  confidently  say. 

'  Teleslus  Is  here  spoken  of  more  fkvourably  than  In  the  Temporit  Pkirtus  Masctdwt. 
The  phrase  p/aiMtt  cdebrem  occurs  in  both  passages. 

'  It  seems  from  this  that  Gilbert*s  posthumous  work,  Phytiohgia  Nova,  published  in 
1653  by  Oruter,  but  which  Bacon  had  certainly  seen  in  manuscript,  was  written  after 
the  treatise  De  Magmte,  published  in  1600. 

*  See  Vol.  II.  p.  136.  note  1. 
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cultis,  ne  unum  quidem  experimentum  adduci  posse,  quod  ad 
hominum  statum  levandum  aut  locapletandum  spectet,  et  hujus- 
modi  speculationibus  vere  acceptum  referri  possit  Quin  contra 
Aristotelifl  de  quatuor  elementis  commentum,  cui  ipse  potius 
authoritatem  quam  principium  dedit  (quod  avide  a  Medicis  ac- 
ceptum^  quatuor  complezionum,  quatuor  humorum,  et  quatuor 
primarum  qualitatum  conjugationes  post  se  traxit)  tanquam 
malignum  aliquod  et  infaustum  sidus,  infinitam  et  Medicin® 
necnon  compluribus  l^ecfaanicis  rebus  sterilitatem  attulisse ;  dum 
homines  per  hujusmodi  concinnitates  et  compendiosas  ineptias 
sibi  satisfieri  patientes,  nil  amplius  curant.  Qusstionum  interim 
et  controversiarum  turbas  circa  hujusmodi  Philosophias  undique 
Bonare  et  volltare ;  adeo  ut  fabula  ilia  de  ScyUa  in  eas  ad  vivum 
competere  videatur;  quie  virginis  os  et  vultum  extulit;  ad 
uterum  vero  monstra  latrantia  succingebantur  et  adh»rebant : 
ita  habere  et  istas  doctrinas  qusedam  primo  aspectu  speciosa,  sed 
cum  ad  partes  generationis  ventum  sit^  ut  fructum  ex  se  edant, 
turn  nil  praBter  lites  et  inquietas  disputationes  inveniri,  quae  partus 
yicem  obtineant  Atque  illud  interim  notandum^  quse  de  placi- 
torum  rejectione  dicta  sunt,  opinionibus  tantum^  non  ingeniis 
authorum  aut  laboribus  derogare.  Quanto  enim  quis  ingetiio  et 
studio  maxime  valeat,  eundem,  si  natune  lucem  et  historiam  et 
rerum  particularium  evidentiam  deserat,  tanto  magis  in  obscu- 
riores  et  magis  perplexes  phantasiarum  et  Idolorum  recessus  et 
quasi  specus  se  detrudere  et  inyolvere.  Neque  insuper,  gene- 
rales  philosophiarum  theorias  ita'  argui,  ut  particulares  et 
inferiorum  causarum  assignationes,  quie  in  hujusmodi  philoso^ 
phorum  operibus  reddi  et  quaeri  solent,  probentur:  verum  et 
has  nihilo  illis  meliores  esse;  non  tantum  quod  ab  illis  pen- 
deant^  sed  quod  et  ips»  nuUam  inquisitionis  severitatem'  prae 
se  ferant;  ad  paulo  notiora  et  fere  obvia  deducentes,  in  quibus 
mens  humana  leviter  acquiescat  et  sibi  complaceat;  verum  ad 
interiora  Nature  minime  penetrantes;  atque  hoc  vitii  (quod 
omnium  instar  est)  semper  habentes ;  ut  experimenta  et  effecta 
jam  nota,  cohserentia  quadam  et  veluti  reticulo  connectant,  ad 
eorum  que  nota  sunt  justam  mensuram  facto :  sed  neutiquam 
causam  aliquam  aut  regulam  demonstrent,  qu»  nova  nee  prius 
cognita  effecta  aut  experimenta  designet  Atque  post  has 
philosophiarum  eras  peragratas,  se  undique  circumspicientem 

»  vcntum  e«/._G.  «  tta  om.  G.  •  $et>erUaiem  inquUitiotM^^G. 
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etiam  ad  antiquitatis  penetralia  oculos  conjecisse^  veluti  yersus 
tractum  quendam  nubilosum  et  obscurum.     Atque  scire  8g,  si 
minuB  sincera  fide  agere  vellet,  non  difficile  esse  homiiiibus 
persuadere^  apud  antiquos  sapientes^  diu  ante  Ghiecorum  tem- 
pora^  Scienliam  de  Natura  majore  yirtute,  sed  majore  etiam 
fortasee  silentio  floruisse :  atque  ideo  solennius  fore  ea  quae,  jam 
affisruntur  ad  ilia  referre ;  ut  novi  homines  solent,  qui  nobiUta- 
tem  antiquae  alicujus  prosapiae  per  Genealogiarum  rumores  et 
conjecturas  sibi  affingunt:    sed  se^  rerum  evidentia  fretum^ 
omnis  imposturaB  conditionem  recusasse ;  et  qualemcunque  ipse 
opinionem  de  illis  saeculis  habeat^  tamen  ad  id  quod  agitur  non 
plus  interesse  putare,  utrum  quad  jam  invenientur  antiquis  co- 
gnita  et^per  rerum  yicissitudines  occidentia  et  orientia  sint^ 
quam  hominibus  curas  esse  debere,  utrum  Novus  Orbis  fuerit 
Insula  ilia  Atlantis  et  veteri  mundo  cognita,  an  nunc  primum 
reperta.    Rerum  enim  Inventionem  a  Naturae  luce  petendam, 
non  ab  antiquitatb  tenebris  repetendam  esse.     Interea  venire 
alicui  in  mentem  posse,  de  Chimistarum  arte  sive  philosophia 
taceri :  quod  se  honoris  causa  fecisse ;  quia  earn  ^  cum  illis  philoso- 
phiis  quae  prorsus  operum  effoetas  sint  conjungere  noluerit ;  cum 
ipsa  inventa  utilia '  non  pauca  exhibuerit  et  donarit     Yerum 
fabulam  illam  in  hanc  artem  non  male  congruere^  de  sene  qui 
filiis  aurum  in  vinea  defossum  (nee  satis  scire  quo  loco)  lega- 
▼erit ;  unde  illos  ad  yineam  diligenter  fodiendam  versos  esse^  et 
aurum  quidem  nullum  repertum,  sed  vindemiam  ea  cultura 
factam  uberiorem.     Simili  modo  et  Chimias  filios,  dum  aurum 
(sive  vere  sive  secus)  defossum  invenire  satagunt,  movendo  et 
experiendo  baud  parvo  proventui  hominibus  et  utilitati  fuisse. 
Sed  illorum  inventa  non  alio  modo,  nee  ratione  aliqua  meliore, 
quam  artium  Mechanicamm,  principia  et  incrementa  cepisse'; 
id  est,  per  experientiam  meram.     Nam  philosophiam  et  specula- 
tivam  eorum  rem  minus  sanam  esse ;  et  illis  de  quibus  locuti 
jam  sumus  philosophiarum  fabulis  duriorem.     Utcunque  enim 
Principiorum  Trias  inventum  non  inutile  fuerit,  sed  rebus  aliqua 
ex  parte  finitimum ;  tamen  maxima  ex  parte,  eos  paucis  distilla- 
tionum  experimentis  assuetos,  omnia  in  Philosophia  ad  separa- 
tiones  et  liberationes  retulisse,  verarum  alterationum  oblitos. 
lUam  autem  opinionis  fabricam,  qua  veluti  basi  philosophia 


»  earn  om.  O.  '  nobilia.  G. 
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oorum'  nititur;  nempe  esse  quatuor  reram  matrices  si ve  ele- 
mental in  quibus  semina  et  species  rerum  foetus  sues  absolyant^ 
atque  haec  quadriformia  '  esse,  pro  differentia  nimirum  cujus- 
que  elementi ;  adeo  utin  coelo,  aere,  aqua,  terra,  nil'  inveniatur, 
quod^  non  habeat  in  tribus  reliquie  conjugatum  aliquod  et  quasi^ 
parallelum':  huic  certe  phantasticao  rerum  natiiralium  phalangi 
peritum  Nature  contemplatorem  vix  inter  somnia  sua  locum 
daturum.  Neque  dissimiles  esse  rerum  harmonias,  qusB  Natu- 
ralis  Ma^se  cultoribus  placuerunt;  qui  et  ipsi  per  rerum 
Sympathias  et  Antipathias  omnia  expediunt ;  et  ex  otiosis  et 
supinissimis  conjecturis,  rebus  yirtutes  et  operationes  admira- 
biles  aflSngunt.*  Verum  et  his^  se  parcere;  quod  inter  tot 
fabulas,  tamen  opera  aliquando  exhibent ' :  licet  ea  fere  hujus- 
modi  sint,  ut  ad  admirationem  et  novitatem,  non  ad  fructum  et 
utilitatem  accommodata  sint  Sed  tamen  et  novitatis  hunc  usum 
plerumque  esse;  ut  sinus  natuns  nonnihil  excutiat,  et  luce 
potius  quam'  actu  juvet.  Quare  visum  est  ei,  neque  in  6ne« 
corum,  neque  in  novorum  bominum  placitis,  neque  in  Alcbi- 
mi»  aut  Naturalis  Magias  traditionibus  aliquid  inveniri,  quod 
ad  opes  humanas  majorem  in  modum  augendas  spectet  Ita- 
que  hsc  omnia  vel  oblivioni  devovenda  esse,  vel  popularibus 
studiis  permittenda,  dum  veri  Scientiarum  filii  alio  cursum 
dirigant. 

Cogitavit  et  iUud ;  etiam  de  demonstrationum  modis  viden- 
dum.  Dcmonstrationes  enim  potentia  quadam  Philosophiam 
esse :  atque  prout  ill®  aut  rectsB  aut  pravie  sint,  inde  doctrinas 
perfectas  aut  imperfectas  sequi  probabile  esse.  Comperit 
autem,  Dcmonstrationes  qu»  in  usu  sunt,  nee  plenas  nee  fidas 
esse.  Neque  tamen  sensibus  derogandum,  quod  quidam  fece- 
runt.  Sensuum  enim  errores  in  singulis,  ad  summam  Scienti- 
arum non  multum  facere ;  quin  et  ab  intellectu  fidelius  infor- 
mato  corrigi  posse.  Sed  Intellectum  ipsum  Natura  sola  fretum, 
sine  arte  et  disciplina  rebus  imparem  et  minorem,  sine  cun- 
ctatione  pronuntiandum.  Neque  enim  aut  ita  capacem  esse,  ut 
omnigenam  particularium  supellectilem  ad  informationem  ne- 
cessariam  recipiat  et  disponat ;  neque  ita  vacuum  et  purum,  ut 

*  tonan  pkihsophia, — G. 

*  quadriforma  In  MS. :  a  tran8criber*8  error  no  doubt,  which  Btux>n  had  overlooked. 
■  nihil, — Q.  *  qucui  om.  G. 

*  See  the  note  3.  p.  632. 

'  See  the  first  book  of  Porta's  Natural  Magic. 
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remm  imagines  veras  et  nativas^  absque  phantasia  et  .tinctura, 
admittat  Quin  oertissimum  esse^  turn  generaliter  mentem 
humanam  instar  specnli  insqualis  esse^  quas  remm  radios  se- 
cundum proprias  Bectionis  angulos,  et  non  in  superficie  plana 
suscipiat  et  reflectat :  tnm  etiam  cuique  ex  educatione^  stndiis^ 
et  natura  sua,  vim  qnandam  seductoriam  et  quasi  daemonem 
familiarem  adesse,  qni  mentem  variis  et  vanis  spectris  ludat  et 
turbet.  Neque  propterea  ad  opinionem  Acatalepsiae  devenien- 
dom.  Cuilibet  enim  manifestum  esse,  nulla  manus  constantia^ 
nee  oculorum  judicio  mazime  exquisite,  lineam  rectam  vel 
circulum  perfectum  describi  posse.  Attamen  admota  regula^ 
aut  circino  circumducto,  rem  pnesto  esse%  Atque  in  Mecha- 
nicis,  manus  hominsm  nudas  ad  quantula  opera  sufficere  ?  eas- 
dem  vi  et  ope  instramentorum,  vastissima  qu»que  ac  rursus 
subtilissima  yincere.  Sequi  igitur,  ut  ad  artem  confugiendum, 
et  de  demonstratione^  quss  per  artem  regitur^  videndum  sit. 
Atque  de  SyUogismo,  qui  ^  Aristoteli  oraculi  loco  est,  paucis 
aententiam  claudendam.  Bern  esse  nimirum,  in  doctrinis 
quae  in  opinionibus  hominum  positae  sunt,  veluti  moralibus 
et  politids,  utilem  et  inteUectui  manum  quandam  auxiliarem ; 
rerum  vero  naturalium  subtilitati  et  obscuritati  imparem  et 
plane'  incompetentem.  Nam  SjUogismum  certe  ex  proposi- 
tionibus  constare,  propositiones  ex  verbis,  verba  notionum  sive 
animi  oonceptuum  tesseras'  et  signacula  esse.  Quamobrem  no- 
ttones  ipsas,  quaB  verborum  animae  sunt,  si  vagae,  nesciae^  neo 
satis  definitao  fiierint  (quod  in  naturalibus  longe  maxima  ex 
parte  fieri  consuevit),  omnia  mere.  Restare  Induclionem,  tan- 
quam  ultimum  et  unicnm  rebus  subsidium  et  perfugium :  neque 
immerito  in  ea  spes  sitas  esse,  nt  quae  opera  laboriosa  et 
fida  rerum  suffragia  oolligere  et  ad  inteUectum  perferre  possit. 
Yerum  et  hujus  nomen  tantnmmodo  notum  esse ;  vim  et  usum 
homines  hactenus  latuisse.  De  Inductione  enim  ita  decer- 
nendum.  In  usu  ejus  atque  etiam  forma  Homines  dupliciter 
peccasse.  Primo  quod  moras  impatientes,  et  compendia  viarum 
undique  lustrantes,  et  quaedam  in  certo  ponere,  circa  quas 
tanquam  circa  polos  disputationes  verterentur,  properantes; 
eam  tantum  ad  generalia  Scientiarum  prindpia  adhibuerunt, 
media  per  Syllogismorum  derivationes  expedire  temere  spe- 
rantes.     Rursus^  quod  de  Syllogismo  accurate,  de  hac  autem 

'  So  Groter ;  quod  in  MS.  *  plane  om.  G.  '  ie9t€i,-^Q, 
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demonstratione  cursim  et  negligenter  inquirentea,  formam  ejus- 
dem  meditati  sunt  admodum  simplicem  et  plane  puerilem;  qiue 
per  enumeratioDem  tantom  procedat,  atque  propterea  precario, 
non  neceaeario  concludat.  Itaque  cum  circa  demonstrationea 
talia  cogitet>  mirum  nemini  videri  poaee,  si  in  philosophia  natu*- 
rali  sibi  cum  alib,  sive  veteribus  sive  novis,  non  conveniat.  Neque 
enim  fieri  posse  (quod  ille^  per  jocum  dixit)  ut  idem  sentiant,  qui 
aquam  et  qui  vinnm  bibunt.  HIob  enim  liquorem  imbibere 
crudum,  et  ex  intellectu  vel  sponte  manantem  vel  industria 
quadam  haustum :  se  autem  liquorem  parare  et  propinare  ex 
infinitis  uvis,  iisque  maturis  et  tempestivis,  et  per  racemos 
decerptis  et  collectis^  et  subinde  in  torculari  pressis^  et  in  vase 
repurgalis  et  clarificatisy  constantem ;  qui  tamen  ab  omni  inebri- 
andi  qualitate  rectificetur^  cum  nil  prorsus  phantasiarum  vapo- 
ribus  tribuat  aut  relinquat.  Quare  visum  est  ei,  Philosophias 
illas  quas  jamdudum  diximus,  non  tantum  propter  opemm 
sterilitatem,  sed  etiam  propter  demonstrationum  infirmitatem  et 
fallacias  rejici>  cum  non  solum  a  rebus  desertsa^  sed  et  ab  auxiliis 
qu8B  sibi  paraverunt  destitutse  ac  proditie  sint 

Cogitavit  et  iUud;  etiam  de  inveniendi  modis  qui  in  usu 
sunt,  separatim  videndum,  si  modo  aliqui  sint.  In  hac  enim 
parte  non  tam  errores  et  devia,  quam  solitudinem  et  vacua' 
inveniri ;  quod  stupore  quodam  animum  perculserit.^  Non  ulli 
mortalium  cordi  aut  cuns  fuisse,  ut  ingenii  et  intellectus  humani 
vires  ad  artes  et  scientias  inveniendas  et  promovendas  dirigeret, 
eoque  viam  muniret ;  sed  omnia  vel  traditionum  caligini,  vel 
argumentorum  vertigini'  et  turbini,  vel  casus  et  experientie 
undis  et  ambagibus,  permissa  esse  et  permittL  Itaque  non  sine 
causa  fuisse,  quod  apud  iBgyptios  (qui  rerum  inventores  more 
apud  antiquitatem  recepto  oonsecrare  solebant)  tot  brutorum 
effigies  in  templis  reperirentur ;  cum  animalia  rationis  expertia 
ex  asquo  fere  cum  hominibus  Nature  operationum  Inventores 
fuerint.  Neque  ad  hoc  homines  sua  praorogativa  hactenus^  admo-> 
dum  usi  sint':  sed  tamen  de  iis  qu»  fiunt,  videndum.  Et  primo 
de  Inveniendi  modo  simplici  et  inartificioso,  quod  hominibus 
familiare  est ;  id  non  aliud  esse,  quam  ut  is  qui  se  ad  invenien- 
dum aliquid  comparat  et  accingitur,  primo  quas  ab  aliis  circa 
illud  dicta  sint  inquirat  et  evolvat;  deinde  meditationem  pro- 

*  Philocrates  of  hiiDBelf  and  Demosthenes. 

*  percuterit. — G.  •  vtMtigiU, — O. 
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]>riam  addat.  Yerum  ut  quia  vel  aliorum  fidei  se  committat^  vel 
spiritum  suum  solicitet  et  fere  invocet  ut  sibi  oracula  pandat^ 
rem  prorsus  sine  fundamento  esse.  Sequi  inventionem  quae 
apud  Dialecticos  recepta  sit.  Earn  solummodo  nomine  tenus 
ad  id  quod  agitur  pertinere.  Non  enim  principiorum  et  axio- 
matum  esse^  ex  quibus  artes  constant^  sed  tantum  eorum  quae 
illis  consentanea  videntur.  Dialecticam  enim  magis  curiosos 
et  importunos  et  sibi  negotium  facessentes,  ad  fidem  et  veluti 
sacramentum  cuilibet  arti  prasstandum  notissimo  responso  reji- 
cere.  Restare  experientiam  meram  ;  quae^  si  occurrit,  casus^  si 
quaesita  sit,  Experimentum  nominatur.  Atque  banc  non  aliud 
quam  (quod  aiunt)  scopas  dissolutas  esse.  Quin  et  eos  qui  in 
aliqua  natura  vel  operatione  per  multam  et  erraticam  quandam 
experimentorum  yariationem  revelanda  et  in  lucem  educenda 
sedulo  occupati  sunt,  aut  attonitos  stare,  aut  vertiginosos  cir- 
cumire,  aliquando  gestientes,  aliquando  confusos,  atque  semper 
invenire  quod  ulterius  quaerant.  Neque  prorsus  aliter  fieri 
posse.  Insciam  enim  et  imperitam  valde  cogitationem  esse, 
alicujus  rei  naturam  in  seipsa  perscrutandi.  Eandem  enim 
naturam  in  aliis  latentem,  in  aliis  manifestam  et  quasi  palpa- 
bilem  esse ;  atque  in  illis  admirationem,  in  his  ne  attentionem 
quidem  movere :  veluti  earn  corporum  naturam  quas  separationi 
resistit,  in  aquarum  bullls  rem  sane  subtilem  et  fere  ingeniosam 
yideri,  quae  bujus  rei  gratia  in  pelliculas  quasdam  in  hasmi* 
spbaerii  formam  effictas  se  conjiciunt ;  eandem  in  ligno  yel  lapide 
non  magnopere  notari,  sed  solidi  appellatione  transmitti.  Quare 
visum  est  ei,  bominibus  non  tam  ignorantiam  quam  infoelicitatem 
quandam  imputari,  cum  a  curriculo  et  yia  per  infortunium  aut 
blandimenta  defiexerint,  non  in  ejusdem  spatiis  minus  se  stre- 
nuos  praestiterint. 

Cogitavit  et  illud ;  finem  aliquando  desperation!,  aut  saltem 
querimoniis  imponendum :  ac  illud  potius  videndum,  an  omnino 
cesaandum  et  bis  ^  quae  babemus  utendum  sit,  an  aliquid  ut  in  ^ 
melius  res  procedant  tentandtim  et  moliendum.  Ac  primum, 
finis  ipsius  et  propositi  meritum  et  pretium  intueri  par  esse ;  ut 
in  materia  dura  et  opere  arduo  major  fiat  industriae  accensio. 
Yeniebat  autem  ei  in  mentem,  antiquis  saeculis,  Kerum  Inven- 
toribus  (modum  excedente  bominum  affectu  et  impetu)  divi- 
nos  bonores  attributes  esse.     lis  autem,  qui  in  rebus  Civilibiis 

»  i«.— G.  2  in  om;  G. 
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merebantur,  quales  enmt  Urbium  et  Imperiomm  Condiioresy 
Legidatores,  Patriamm  a  diutinis  malis  libeiatoreay  TyTaniiidtiin 
debellatores^  et  his  Buniles,  intra  heronin  modnm  honores  ste- 
tisse.  Neo  immerito  hanc  distinctionem  priacis  illia  temporibns 
iiiTaliiisfle^  cum  illamm  beneficia  ad  muTersum  genus  humanum, 
horum  ad  certas  regiones  et  definitas  hominnm  sedes  perti- 
nerent :  ilia  insuper  sine  vi  aut  perturbatione  humanam  vitam 
bearent ;  httc  yero  non  absque  tumultu  et  yiolentia  fere  intro- 
ducta  sint.  Quod  si  particularis  alicujus  inventi  utilitas  ita 
homines  affecerit,  ut  eum  qui  universum  genus  humanum  unioo 
aliquo  beneficio  oomplecti  posset^  homine  majorem  putarent ;  at 
multo  Celsius  inyentum  esse^  quod  alia  oomia  inventa  particu- 
laria  potentia  quadam  in  se  contineat,  ac  anims  humanie  yias 
aperiat^  ut  ad  nova  et  ulteriora  quieque  ductu  certo  et  recto 
penetrare  possit  Quemadmodum  enim  ssBCulis  prioribus,  cum 
homines  in  navigando  per  stellarum  tantum  obserraliones  cur- 
sum  dirigebant,  eos  yeteris  sane  continentis  eras  legissCj  aut 
maria  aliqua  minora  et  mediterranea  trajecisse ;  necesse  autem 
fiiisse  usum  acus  nauticse^  ut  ducem  yi»  magb  fidum,  inno- 
tuisse,  antequam  Oceanus  trajiceretur,  et"  Noyi  Orbb  regiones 
detegerentur:  simili  prorsus  ratione,  qu»  hucusque  in  artibus 
et  scientiis  hominum  inyenta  sunt,  potuisse  instinctu,  usu^  ob- 
seryatione^  meditatione,  aperiri^  utpote  sensui  propiora ;  ante- 
quam yero  ad  remotiora  et  occultiora  nature  appellere  liceat, 
necessario  pnecedere,  ut  melior  et  perfectior  mentis  humanie 
usus  et  adoperatio  inyeniatur.  Quare  hujuscemodi  Inyentum 
proculdubio  Temporis  partum  nobilissimum^  et  yere  masculum 
esse.  Kursus  in  Scripturis  Sacris  notabat,  Salomonem  B^em^ 
cum  imperio,  auro,  magnificentia  operum  ^  satellitio,  famuUtio,  ser- 
yorum  et  ministrorum^  pulcherrima  descriptione  et  ordine,  classe 
insuper^  nominis  claritudme,  et  summa  hominum  admiratione 
floreret;  nil  horum  tamen  sihi  gloris  duzisse ;  yerum  ita  pronun- 
tiasse :  Glariam  Dei  esse  rem  celare,  gloriam  Regis  autem  rem 
invenire:  non  aliter  ao  si  diyina  natura  innocent!  et  beneyolo 
puerorum  ludo  delectaretur,  qui  ideo  se  abscondunt  ut  inyeni- 
antur ;  ac  animam  humanam  sibi  oollnsorem  in  hoc  ludo^  pro 
sua  in  homines  indulgentia  et  bonitate  optayerit.  Atque  hanc 
inyeniendi  gloriam  cam  esse,  qu»  humanam  natntam  nobilitet^ 

■  animam  humanam  eareaibm  Hberttf  tique  vias  aperiat, — O. 
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nec  interim  cuiquam  mortalium  molesta  sit  (ut  Civilia  esse 
solentX  nec  conscientiam  in  aliquo  remoretur  aut  mordeat^  sed 
omnino  meritum  et  beneficium  sine  alicujus  pemicie,  injuria^ 
aat  tristdtia  deferat:  Lucis  enim  naturam  puram  et  absque 
maleficio  esse ;  usum  ejus  perverti ;  ipsam  non  poUuL  Bursiu 
etiam  hominum  studia  et  ambitiones  reputans^  tria  ambitionb 
genera  reperiebat,  si  modo  uni  ex  ib  id  nomen  imponere  fas 
flit ;  Primam  eorum  qui  ad  propriam  potentiam  in  patriis  suis 
amplificandam  magna  contentione  feruntur ;  atque  banc  vul- 
garem  esse  et  degenerem:  Secundam  eorum  qui  patriae  au» 
potentiam  inter  humanum  genus  provehere  nituntur ;  quse  sane 
plus  habet  dignitatis,  cupiditatis  minus  * :  Tertiam  eorum  qui 
hominis  ipsius  sive  humani  generis  potentiam  et  imperium  in 
rerum  uniyersitatem  instaurare  et  attollere  conantur;  quae 
reliquis  proculdubio  et  sanior  est  et  augustior:  Hominis  autem 
imperium  sola  scientia  constare :  tantum  enim  potest  quantum 
8cit :  neque  nllas  vires  naturalium  causarum  catenam  perfrin- 
gere  posse ;  Naturam  enim  non  diter  quam  parendo  vincL 
Cogitabat  etiam  et  animo  volvebati  qualia  sint,  que  tam  de  vi 
elmplici  et  mera  inventorum  quam  de  ea^  quae  cum  merito  et 
beneficio  conjuncta  sit,  cogitationem  subire  possunt  Ac  iUam 
quidem  non  in  aliis  manifestius  occurrere,  quam  in  tribus  illis 
Inyentis,  quae  et  ipsa  antiquis  incognita,  et  quorum  primordia 
etiam  nobis  obscura  et  ingloria  sunt ;  Artis  nimirum  Impri- 
mendi,  Pulveris  Torm^&tarii,  et  Acus  Nauticaa.  Hasc  enim  trtSy 
numero  scilicet  pauca  ac  inventu  non  multum  devia,  rerum 
faclem  et  statum  in  orbe  terrarum  mutasse:  primum  in  re 
literaria,  secundum  in  re  bellica,  tertium  in  re  navali;  unde 
infinitas  rerum  mutationes  secutas  esse,  attentius  intuentibua 
ctmsfMCuas ;  ut  non  ^  imperium  aiiquod,  non  secta,  non  stella 
majorem  efficaciam  et  quasi  influxum  in  pes  humanas  habuisse 
videatOTj  quam  ista  mecbanica  habuerunt.  Quod  autem  ad 
merita  attiaet,  id  optime  percipij  si  quis  consideret  quantum 
intersit  inter  hominum  vitam  in  excultiseima  aliqua  EuropaD 
proyincia,  et  in  regione  aliqua  novas  Indias  maxime  feca  et  bar* 
bara;  tantiun  sane  ut  merito  hominem  homini  Deum  esse, 
non  solum  ex  auxilio  et  beneficio,  sed  ex  status  comparatione 
dici  poBsit     Atque  hoc  non  solum,  non  ocelum,  non  eorpora, 

'  haud  mimtt. — G. 
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sed  Artes  prasstare.  At  non  novum  orbem  scientiarum  et 
novum  orbem  terranim  in  eo  conventuro8>  ut  Vetera  novis  Bint 
longe  cultiora.  Quin  contra  necesse  esse^  accessiones  artium 
lis  quas  jam  habemus  multo  se  ostendere  praestantiores,  ut  quse 
naturam  non  leviter  inflectere,  sed  vincere  et  subigere  et  in 
imis  fundamentis  concutere  possint ;  fere  enim  perpetuo  fieri, 
ut  quod  inventu  sit  obvium,  id  opere  sit  infirmum ;  cum  radices 
demum  rerum  virtute  validae,  e»dem  situ  abditae  sint  Si  quis 
autem  sit,  cui  in  contemplationis  amorem  et  venerationem  efiuso, 
ista  operum  frequens  et  cum  tanto  honore  mentio  quiddam 
asperum  et  ingratum  sonet,  is  pro  certo  sdat,  se  propriis  desi- 
deriis  adversari;  eteuim  in  natura,  opera  non  tantum  vitse 
beneficia,  sed  et  veritatis  pignora  esse.  Et  quod  in  religione 
verissime  requiritur,  ut  fidem  quis  ex  operibus  monstret ;  idem 
in  naturali  philosophia  competere,  ut  scientia  similiter  ex  ope- 
ribus monstretur.  Veritatem  enim  per  operum  indicationem, 
magis  quam  ex  argumentatione  aut  etiam  ex  sensu,  et  patefieri 
et  probari.  Quare  unam  eandemque  rationem  et  conditionis 
humanfl)  et  mentis  dotandae  esse.  Itaque  visum  est  ei,  quas  de 
finis  quem  animo  metimur  et  destinamus  dignitate  dicta  sunt, 
ea  non  verbis  in  majus  aucta,  sed  vero  minora  esse. 

Cogitavit  et  illud ;  quae  de  finis  excellentia  dicta  sunt,  posse 
yotis  similia  videri.  Itaque  videndum  sedulo,  quid  spei  afful- 
geat,  et  ex  qua  parte  se  ostendat:  ac  curandum,  ne  rei  optimas 
ac  pulcherrimaB  amore  capti,  severitatem  judicii  amittamus  aut 
minuamus.  Consentaneum  enim  esse,  prudentiam  civilem  in 
hac  parte  adhibere,  quad  ex  prasscripto  diffidit,  et  de  humanis  in 
deterius  conjicit  Leviores  igitur  spei  auras  rejiciendas:  eas 
autem  quaB  aliquid  firmitudinis  habere  videntur  discutiendas. 
Atque  auguria  rite  capienti,  primo  illud  occurrebat,  hoc  quod 
agitur,  ob  boni  naturam  eminentem,  manifeste  a  Deo  esse ;  atque 
in  operibus  di  vinis  tenuissima  quaeque '  principia  eventum  trahere. 
Etiam  ex  natura  temporis  bene  ominabatur :  omnium  enim  con- 
sensu veritatem  Temporis  filiam  esse.  Summas  igitur  infirmi- 
tatis^  esse,  authoribus  infinita  tribuere,  authori  autem  autho* 
rum,  atque  omnis  authoritatis,  Tempori,  jus  suum  denegare. 
Neque  solum  de  Temporis  communi  jure,  sed  et  de  nostne 
sBtatis  praerogativa  bene  sperabat.  Opinionem  enim  quam  homi* 
nes  de  Antiquitate  fovent  negligentem  esse,  ac  vix  verbo  ipsi 
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congruaziGu  Antiquitatem  enim  proprie  dici,  Mundi  ipsius  se- 
nium^ aut  setatem  provectiorem.  Atque  revera  consentaneum 
€8865  quemadmodum  majorem  rerum  humanarum  notitiam  et 
maturius  judicium  ab  homine  sene  expetamus  quaiitf  a  juvene, 
ob  experientiam,  et  eorum  qu8B  vidit  et  audivit  et  cogitavit 
multitudinem  :  eodetu  modo,  et  a  nostra  aetate  (si  vires  suas 
nossety  et  experiri  et  intendere  vellet)  majora  quam  a  priscis 
temporibus  sperari  par  esse ;  utpote  astate  mundi  grandiore,  et 
infinitis  experimentis  et  observationibus  cumulata  et  aucta. 
Neque  pro  nihilo  sestimandum,  quod  per  longinquas  illas  navi- 
gationes  et  peregrinationes  quae  nostra  aetate  increbuerunt, 
plurima  in  natura  patuerunt  quae  novam  philosophiae  lucem 
affundere  possint.  Quin  et  turpe  hominibus  esse^  si  Globi 
Materialis  tractus,  terrarum  videlicet,  marium,  astrorum,  nostris 
temporibus  in  immensum  aperti  et  illustrati  sint ;  Globi  autem 
Intellectualis  fines  intra  veterum  inventa  et  angustias  steterint. 
Etiam  Temporum  conditionem  in  Europa,  civilium  rerum 
respectu  non  alienam  esse ;  aucta  Anglia,  pacata  Gallia,  lassata 
Hispania  ^  immota  Italia  et  Germania :  Itaque  libratis  regum 
maximorum  potentiis,  et  inconcusso  ^  nationum  nobilissimarum 
statu,  res  ad  pacem,  quae  Scientiis  instar  tempestatis  serenae 
et  benignae  est,  inclinare.  Neque  ipsum  rei  literariae  statum 
hisce  temporibus  incommodum  esse:  sed  et  quandam  oppor- 
tunitatem  prae  se  ferre ;  tum  ob  Imprimendi  artem,  antiquis 
incognitam,  cujus  beneficio  singulorum  inventa  et  cogitata  ful- 
guris  modo  transcurrere  queant ;  tum  ob  religionis  controversias, 
quarum  taedio  fortasse  homines  ad  Dei  potestatem,  sapientiam, 
et  bonitatem  in  operibus  suis  contemplandum  facilius  animum 
adjicere  possint  Si  quis  autem  sit,  qui  consensu  et  teinporis 
diuturnitate  in  veterum  placitis  moveatur,  is  si  in  res  acutius 
introspiciat,  ductores  admodum  paucos,  reliquos  sectatores  tan- 
tum  et  plane  ^  numerum  esse  reperiet ;  homines  nimirum,  qui 
ab  ignorantia  ad  praejudicium  transierunt,  neque  in  verum  con- 
sensum  (qui  interposito  judicio  fit)  unquam  coierunt  Atque 
ipsam  temporis  diuturnitatem  recte  consideranti  in  angustias 
parvas  redigi.  Nam  ex  viginti  quinque  annorum  centuriis,  in 
quibos  memoria  hominiun  fere  versatur,  vix  quinque  centurias 

*  The  Coffiiata  et  Visa  was  written  in  1607,  only  two  yean  before  tbe  struggle 
between  Spain  and  the  United  ProTinces  was  terminated  by  the  Great  Truce.  It  is 
to  this  contest  that  the  epithet  iassaia  apparently  refew. 
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eepom,  qu»  scientiarum  proventui  utileB  et  feraces  fuerint; 
easque  ipsas  longe  maadma  ex  parte  aliis  scientiis^  non  iUa  de 
natura^  satas  et  cultas  fuisse.  Ties  enim  doctrinarum  revo- 
lutiones  #  periodos  numerari:  unam  apud  Gnscos;  altetam 
apud  BomaDoe;  oltimam  apad  oocidentales  Europae  hationes: 
reliqua  mundi  tempora  bellia  et  aliis  studiis  oocupatoj  et  quoad 
ecientiaruiD  aegetem  sterilia  et  yasta  invenirL  Atque  de  tem- 
pore flic  cogitabat  Etiam  ex  casus  vi  et  natura  hujusmodi 
divinationem  sompsit  Casom  nimirum  proculdubio  multis  In- 
Ycntis  principium  dedisse,  sumpta  ex  natura  rerum  occasione. 
Nam '  ideo  in  ignis  invento  Prometheum  novaB  India  ab  Euro- 
p«o  dissensisse,  quod  apud  eos  silicis  non  est  oopia.  Itaque  in 
his  quas  prassto  sunt^  casumlaigius  inventaexhibere;  iniia  qu» 
ab  usu  quotidlano  semota  sunt,  parcins ;  sed  utcunque>  omni- 
bus sfficulis  parturire  et  parere.  Neque  enim  causam  Yideri, 
cur  casus  oonsenuisse  putetur,  aut  effistus  jam  factus.  Igitur 
ita  cogitabat,  si  hominibus  non  quierentibus  et  aliud  agentibus 
multa  inventa  occurrant,  nemini  sane  dubium  esse  posse,  quin 
eisdem  quserentibus,  idque  via  et  ordine,  non  impetu  et  desul- 
torie,  longe  plura  detegi  necesse  sit  Licet  enim  semel  aut 
iterum  accidere  possit,  ut  quispiam  in  id  forte  fortuna  inddat 
quod  magno  conatu  scrutantem  antea  fugit,  tamen  in  summa 
rerum  proculdubio  contrarium  inveniri.  Casum  enim  operari 
raro,  et  sero,  et  sparsim  ;  Artem  contra  constanter,  et  com- 
pendio,  et  turmatim.  Etiam  ex  inyentis  ipsb  quse  jam  in 
lucem  prodita  sunt,  de  lis  quae  adhuc  latent  conjecturam  re- 
ctissime  capi  pntabat  Eorum  autem  notmuUa  ejus  esse  generis, 
ut  antequam  invenirentur  baud  facile  cuiquam  in  mentem 
venisset  de  iis  aliquid  suspicarL  Solere  enim  homines  de  novis 
rebus  ad  exemplum  yeterum,  et  ad  phantasiam  ex  iis  praeceptam 
hariolari:  quod  opinandi  genus  fallacissimum  est;  quandoqui- 
dem  ea  quad  ex  rerum  fontibus  petuntur,  per  riyulos  consuetos 
non  utique  fluunt  Yeluti  si  quis,  ante  tormentorum  igneorum 
inyentionem,  rem  per  effectus  descripsisset,  atque  ita  dixisset, 
InV^ntimi  quoddam  detectum  esse,  per  quod  muri  et  munitiones 
quaeque  maximao  ex  longo  interyaUo  quaterentur  et  dejicerentur ; 
homines  sane  de  yiribus  tormentorum  et  machinarum  per  pon« 
dera  et  rotas  et  similia  multiplicandis,  multa  et  yaria  commen- 

'  Nnm^^G.  This  wm  no  doubt  a  mere  misprint;  but  modern  editors  have 
turned  it  into  a  false  reading,  by  inserting  after  copia  a  note  of  interrogation,  which 
is  not  found  in  Gruter. 
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taturos  fulsse ;  de  vento  autem  igneo  vix  unquam  imaginationem 
aliquam  occursuram  fuisse ;  ut  cujus  exemplum  non  vidissent, 
nisi  forte  in  terr»  motu  aut  fulmine,  quae  ut  non  imitabilia  re- 
jecissent.  Eodem  modo  si  ante  fili  bombycini  inventionem 
qoispiam  hujusmodi  sermonem  injecisset:  Esse  quoddain  fili 
genus  ad  vestium  et  supellectilis  usum^  quod  filum  lineum  aut 
laneum  longe  tenuitate  ac  nihilominus  tenacitate  ac  etiam  splen- 
dore  et  mollitie  excelleret^  homines  statim  aut  de  serico  aliquo 
vegetabili,  aut  de  alicujus  animalis  pilis  delicatioribus^  aut  de 
avium  plumis  et  lanugine,  aliquid  opinaturos  fuisse ;  de  vermis 
autem  alicujus  teztura^  eaque  tarn  copiosa  et  anniversaria^  nil 
cogitaturos :  quod  si  quis  etiaiin  de  vermi  verbum  aliquod  emi- 
siflsety  ludibrio  certe  futurum  fuisse ;  ut  qui  novas  aranearum 
operas  somniaret  Quare  eandem  et  eorum  quae  in  sinu  natur» 
adhuc  recondita  sunt  magna  ex  parte  rationem  esse,  ut  hominum 
imaginationes  et  commentationes  fugiant  et  fallant.  Itaque  sic 
cogitabat;  si  cujus  spem  de  novis  inventis  cohibeat,  quod 
sumpta  ex  his  quae  prassto  sunt  conjectura,  ea  aut  impossibilia 
aut  minus  verisimilia  putet ;  eum  scire  debere  se  non  satis  do- 
ctum  ne  ad  optandum  quidem  commode  et  apposite  esse.  Sed 
rursus  cogitabat,  esse  ex  jam  inventis  alia  diversas  et  fere  con- 
trarian natune,  quad  fidem  faciant,  posse  genus  humanum  nobilia 
inventa  etiam  ante  pedes  posita  praeterire  et  transmitters  Ut- 
ounque  enim  pulveris  tormentarii,  vel  fili  bombjcini,  vel  acus 
nautical,  vel  sacchari,  vel  vitri  ^,  vel  similium  inventa  occultis 
(ut  existimantur)  rerum  proprietatibus  '  niti  videantur;  Impri- 
mendi  certe  artem  nihil  habere,  quod  non  sit  apertum  et  fere 
obvium,  et  ex  antea  notis  conflatum.  Solere  autem  mentem 
humanam,  in  hoc  inventionis  curriculo,  tam  laavam  et  male 
compositam  esse,  ut  in  nonnuUis  prime  diffidat,  et  non  multo 
post  se  contemnat :  atque  prime  incredibile  videri,  aliquid 
tale  inveniri  posse ;  postquam  autem  inventum  sit,  rursus  in- 
credibile videri,  id  homines  tam  diu  fugere  potuisse.  Atque 
hoc  ipsum  quoque  ad.  spem  trahebat,  superesse  nimirum  ad- 
huc  magnum  inventorum  cumulum,  qui  non  solum  ex  opera- 
tionibus  incognitis  eruendis,  sed  et  ex  jam  cognitis  transfe- 
rendis  et  applicandis  deduci  possit.  Etiam  ilia  auspida  ut 
bona  et  laeta  aocepit,  quad  in  artibus  Mechanicis  observavit, 
atque  eorum  successu,  praBsertim  ad  philosophiam  comparata 

*  vel  uUri  om.  O. 

*  vd  timilia  inventa  quibutdam  rentm  et  naturtB  proprktaiibuM, — G. 
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Artes  enim  Mechanicas,  ut  aursB  cujusdam  vi talis  participes, 
quotidie  crescere  et  perfici;  Philosophiam  vero  statuBs  more 
adorari  et  celebrari^  nee  moverL  Atque  illas  in  primis  au- 
thoribus  rudes  et  fere  informes  ac  onerosas  se  ostendere: 
postea  novas  vires  et  conunoditates  adipiscL  Hanc  autem 
in  primo  quoque  authore  mazime  vigere^  ac  deinceps  declinare. 
Neque  aliam  hujus  contrarii  successus  causam  veriorem  esse^ 
quam  quod  in  Mechanicis  multorum  ingenia  in  unnm  coe- 
unt ;  in  Philosophia  autem^  singulorum  ingenia  ab  uno  quopiam 
destniuntur.  Nam  postquam  dedititii  facti  sunt^  amplitndi- 
nem  non  addere ;  sed  in  uno  omando  aut  stipando  servili  of- 
ficio occuparL  Quare  omnem  philosophiam  ab  experiential 
radicibus  ex  quibus  primum  puUulavit  et  incrementum  cepit 
avulsam,  rem  mortuam  esse.  Atque  hac  cogitatione  arrectus, 
etiam  illud  notavit ;  facultates  Artium  et  Scientiarum  aut  £m- 
piricas,  aut  Rationales  sive  Philosophicas,  omnium  consensu 
esse :  has  autem  geminas  ^  se  non  bene  adhuc  commistas  *  et 
copulatas  videre.  Empiricos  enim  formicie  more  congerere 
tantum  et  uti ;  BAtionales  autem  aranearum  more  telas  ex  se 
conficere.  Apis  vero  rationem  mediam  eisse,  quse  materiam  ex 
floribus  tam  horti  quam  agri  eliciat^  sed  eam  etiam  propria 
facultate  vertat  et  digerat  Neque  abeimile  verse  PhUosophias 
opificium  esse ;  quae  ex  Historia  naturali  et  mechanicis  experi- 
mentis  prsebitam  materiam,  non  in  memoria  integram,  sed  in 
intellectu  mutatam  et  subactam  reponit.  Neque  se  nescire, 
esse  ex  Empiricorum  numero,  qui  se  non  mere  Empiricos 
haberi  volunt ;  et  ex  Dogmaticis,  qui  se  in  experientia  indu- 
stries et  perspicaces  videri  ambiunt :  verum  haec  fuisse  et  esse 
quorundam  hominum  artificia,  existimationem  quandam,  ut 
alteruter  in  sua  secta  excellere  videatur,  captantium.  Revera 
autem  harum  facultatum  divortia  et  fere  odia,  semper  valuisse. 
Quare  ex  arctiore  earum  et  sanctiore  foedere  omnia  fausta  et 
foelicia  portendi  putabat.  Etiam  illud  libenter  vidit:  Intue- 
batur  nempe  infinitas  ingenii,  temporis,  facultatum  expensas, 
quas  homines  in  rebus  et  studiis  (si  quis  vere  judicet)  inutilibus 
collocant ;  qiiarum  pars  quota  si  ad  sana  et  solida  verteretur, 
nullam  non  difficultatem  superare  posset.  Neque  esse  quod 
homines  particularium  multitudinem  reformident,  cum  Artium 
phaenomena  manipuli  instar  sint,  ad  ingenii  commenta  semel  ab 

'  yemimu  om.  G.       Nor  was  this  word  in  the  MS.  originally :   it  is  inserted  be- 
tween the  liiic«  in  Bacon's  hand. 
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evidentia  rerum  disjuncta  et  distracta.  Atque  h»c  qu»  dicta 
sunt  singula,  impulsum  quendam  ad  spem  faciendam  habere. 
Ante  omnia  autem  certissimam  spem  esse,  ex  prseteriti  temporis 
erroribus  ;  atque  (quod  '  quispiam  de  civili  statu  nou  prudenter 
administrato  dixit)  quod  ad  prceterita  spectando  pessimumy  id  ^  ad 
futura  optimum  esse.  Cessantibus  enim  hujusmodi  erroribus  (ad 
quod  ipsa  monita  primum  gradum  prsBstant)  maximam  rerum 
conversionem  fore.  Quod  si  homines  per  tanta  annorum  spatia 
viam  tenuissent,  nee  tamen  ulterius  progredi  potuissent,  ne  spem 
quidem  ullam  subesse  potuisse.  Tunc  enim  manifestum  fuisse, 
difficultatem  in  materia  et  subjecto  (quae  nostrad  potestatis  non 
sunt),  non  instrumento  (quod  penes  nos  est) ;  hoc  est,  in  rebus 
ipsis  earumque  obscuritate,  non  in  animo  humano  et  ejus  adope- 
ratione  esse.  Nunc  autem  apparere,  viam  non  aliqua  mole  aut 
strue  imperviam,  sed  ab  humanis  vestigiis  deviam  esse :  itaque 
solitudinis  metum  paulisper  offundere,  nee  ultra  minari.  Pos- 
tremo  et  illud  statuit,  si  spei  multo  imbecillior  et  obscurior  aura 
ab  isto  novo  continente  spiraverit,  tamea  experiundum  fuisse. 
Non  enim  pari  periculo  rem  non  tentari,  et  non  succedere :  cum 
in  iUo  ingentis  boni,  in  hoc  pusillaa  humanas  operas  jactura  ver- 
tatur.  Verum  ex '  dictis  et  non  dictis  visum  est  ei,  spei  abunde 
esse,  non  tantum  homini  industrio  ad  experiendum,  sed  etiam 
prudenti  et  sobrio  ad  credendum. 

Cogitavit  et  illud ;  studio  accenso  et  spe  facta,  de  modis  perfir 
ciendi  yidendum  esse.  Ha9C  itaque  sunt,  quad  ei  circa  hoc 
generaliter  visa  sunt;  quae  etiam  nudis  et  apertis  sententiis 
claudere  et  complecti  consentaneum  putavit  Visum  est  ei, 
plane  ab  iis  quad  jam  facta  sunt  diversa  facienda;  itaque 
rerum  praateritarum  redargutionem  ad  futura  vice  oraculi 
fungi.  Visum  est  ei,  theorias  et  opiniones  et  notiones  com^ 
munes,  quantum  rigore  mentis  et  constantia  obtineri  potest, 
penitus  aboleri;  et  Intellectum  planum  et  aequum  ad  parti- 
cularia  de  integro  accedere:  ut  fere  non  alius  ad  regnum 
naturae,  quam  ad  regnum  ccelorum,  pateat  aditus;  ad  quod 
nemini  nisi  sub  persona  Infantis  ingredi  liceat.  Visum  est  ei, 
particularium  sylvam  et  materiem,  et  numero  et  genere  et 
certitudine  aut  subtilitate  ad  informationem  sufficientem,  col- 
ligi  et  congeri,  turn  ex  naturali  historia,  tum  ex  experimentis 
mechanicis ;  atque  ex  his  ^  potissimum,  quia  natura  plenius  se 
prodit  cum  ab  arte  tenetur  et  urgetur,  quam  in  libertate  pro- 

'  qmod  etiam, — G.  '  id  ipvam, — G.  '  e/. — G.  *  0$, — G. 
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pria.  Visam  est  ei^  eandem  materiam  ea  ratione  in  Tabular 
atque  in  ordinem  redigi  et  digeri,  ut  InteUectus  in  earn  agere, 
atque  opus  suum  ezequi  possit ;  cum  nee  yerbom  divinum  in 
rerum  massam  absque  (Mrdine  operatum  sit.  Visum  est  eiS  a 
particularibus  in  Tabulas  relatis^  ad  novorum  particularium 
inquisiticmem  minime  confestim  transeimdum  (quod  tamen  et 
ipsam  res  utilis  sit^  et  instar  experientiae  cujusdam  literatss), 
sed  ad  generales  et  communes  comprehensiones  prius  ascen- 
dendum.^  Visum  est  ei^  InteUectus  motum  et  impetum  na- 
turalem,  sed  pravum,  a  particularibus  ad  comprehensiones 
Bupremas  et  generaUssimas'  (qualia  simt  principia  qu»  vocant^) 
saliendi  ^,  omnino  cohibendum :  sed  comprehensiones  proximas 
primo,  ac  deinceps  medias^  eliciendas  et  inveniendas,  atque  per 
gradus  continues  et  scalam  yeram  procedendum.^  Visum  est 
ei,  talem  inductionis  formam  inyeniendam^,  qufe  ex  aliquibus 
generaliter  ooncludat ;  ita  ut  instantiam  contradictoriam  inye- 
niri  non  posse  demonstretur.*  Visum  est  ei^  earn  tantum 
comprehensionem  probari  et  recipi,  qu»  non  ad  mensuram  facta 
sit  et  aptata  particularium  ex  quibus  elioitur^  sed  amplior 
aut  latior  sit ;  eamque  amplitudinem  siye  latitudinem  suam  ex 
novorum  particularium  designatione^  quasi  fidejussione  quadam, 
fintfet.*  Visum  est  ei^  multa  praeter  h»c  inveniri^  qucs  non 
tam  ad  perfectionem  rei,  quam  ad  operis  compendium,  ac  etiam 
ad  messem  humanam  inde  accelerandam,  insigniter  faciant 
Qu»  omnia  utrum  recte  cogitata  sint  an  secus,  ab  opinionibus 
(si  opus  at)  proyocandum,  et  effectis  standum. 

Cogitayit  et  illud ;  rem  quam  agit^  non  opinionem,  sed  opus 
esse ;  eamque  non  secto  alicujus  aut  placiti^  sed  utilitatis  et 
amplitudinis  immensas  ftmdamenta  jacere.  Itaque  de  re  non 
modo  perficienda,  sed  et  communicanda  et  tradenda  (qua  par 

>  «t  om.  G. 

*  prooedendum,  et  natttraii  aane  intelhctus  procesnti  eatenui  indulgtndmm,  Sed  simul 
vinm  €tt,  &C. — Ow 

'  tuperiores  et  magit  ^enerttks,^Q, 

*  principia  qv4B  vacant  artium  et  rerum, — G. 

*  ioHemii,  et  rdiqua  de$eetuktuh  per  media  expedkndi, — G. 

'  adecendendum  :  fere  tnim  contenyplaiioHtan  et  intellechu  viae  in  Bivium  iUud  mth- 
raliumf  antiquie  decantatumf  coincidere  .*  Alteram  enim  viam  prima  ingreseu  plaaam  ad 
avia  ducere,  alteram  a  principia  arduam  et  euepeneam  in  plana  deeinere,'^^, 

'  introduei, — G. 

*  ne  forte  eeeundum  paueiora  guam  par  eetj  et  ex  iit  qva  praeto  eunt  pronwttiemus, 
et  (quod  unue  ex  mntiquie  disit)  ecientiam  in  mundie  propriie  et  nan  in  mmndo  cammuni 
quttramue.'^G. 

*  nevd  in  Jam  notie  h^ereamuSf  vd  laxiere  fniaeee  compUxu  umbrae  et  formae  abe^ 
traetae  preneemue. — G. 
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est  cura)  cogitationem  snspiciendam  esse.  Reperit  autem  ho- 
mines in  remm  soientia  quam  sibi  videntur  adepti^  interdum 
proferenda,  interdum  occoltanda,  fams  et  ostentationi  servire : 
quin  et  eos  potissimum  qui  minus  solida  proponunt^  solere  ea 
qu»  afferunt  obscura  et  ambigua  luce  venditare,  ut  facilius 
vanitatr  sus  velificare  possint  Putare  autem^  se  id  traotare 
quod  ambitione  aliqua  aut  affectatione  polluere  minime  dignum 
sit:  sed  tamen  necessario  eo  decurrendum  esse  (nisi  forte  rerum 
et  animorum  valde  imperitus  esset,  et  non  explorato^  viam 
inire  vellet)  ut  satis  memineriti  inveteratos  semper  errores, 
tanquam  phrenetioorum  deliramenta,  arte  et  ingenio  subvert!, 
vi  et  contentione  efferari.  Itaque  prudentia  ac  morigeratione 
quadam  utendum  (quanta  cum  simplicitate  et  candore  conjungi 
potest),  ut  oontradictiones  ante  extinguantur  quam  excitentur. 
Ad  hunc  finem  parare  se  de  naturo  interpretatione  atque  de 
natura  ipsa  opusS  quod  errores  minima  asperitate  destruere,  et 
ad  hominum  sensus  non  turbide  accedere  possit;  quod  et  faci- 
lius fore,  quod  se  non  pro  duce  gesturus,  sed  ex  natura  ipsa 
lucem  prsebituruB  et  sparsurus  sit,  ut  dace  postea  non  sit  opus. 
Sed  cum  tempus  interea  fugiat,  et  ipse  rebus  civilibus  plus 
quam  vellet  immistus  esset,  id  longum  videri :  prsesertim  cum 
incerta  vitas  cogttaret,  et  aliquid  in  tuto  collocare  festinaret 
Venit  ei  itaque  in  mentem,  posse  aliquid  simplidus  proponi, 
quod  in  vulgus  non  editum,  saltern  tamen  ad  rei  tam  salutaris 
abortum  arcendum  satis'  esse  possit  Atque  diu  et  acriter  rem 
cogitanti  et  perpendenti,  ante  omnia  visum  est  ei,  Tabuks  In- 
veniendi,  sive  legitimad  Inquisitionis  formulas^  in  aliquibus  sub- 
jectis,  proponi  tanquam  ad  exemplum,  et  operis  descriptionem 
fere  visibilem.  Neque  enim  aliud  quicquam  reperiri,  quod  aut 
vera  vi»  aut  errorum  devia  in  clariore  luce  ponere,  aut  ea  quse 
afferuntur  nihil  minus  quam  verba  esse  evidentius  demonstrare 
possit :  neque  etiam  quod  magis  fugiendum  esset  ab  homine  qui 
aut  rei  diffideret  aut  cam  in  magis  accipi  aut  celebrari  cuperet'^ 
Tabulis  autem  propositis  et  visis,  non  ambigere  quin  timidiora 
ingenia  subitura  sit  quasdam  haositatio  et  fere  desperatio  de 


"  prortui  inexploraio — O.  *  parart  te  cb  natura  opu$. — G. 

*  saiit /hrtoBte, — G. 

*  hoeewt  maUriem  partietdarium  ad  opui  inUlUehu  ordinatam, — G. 

*  The  passage  which  follows,  down  to  edatmr,  is  not  in  Gruter*8  copy ;  and  the 
nrxi  sentence  runs  thus :  Fieri  antem  potae  ut  si  dettinaia  per/icere  non  detur,  ut  sunt 
hutnana  tamen  ingenia  firmiora  et  sublimiora,  etiam  absque  majorihus  auxiliis,  ab 
obieUis  monita,  reliqua  &c  se  et  sperare  et  potiri  possint. 
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similibus  Tabulis  in  aliis  materiis  eive  subjectis  conficiendis; 
atque  ita  sibi  in  exemplo  gratulaturos  ut  etiam  praecepta  deaide- 
rent.  Plurimorum  autem  stadia  ad  usum  Tabularum  supremum 
et  ultimum,  et  clavem  ipsam  interpretationis  poscendam  arrecta 
fore :  ac  multo  ardentius  ad  uovam  faciem  naturse  saltern  aliqua 
ex  parte  visendam,  quse  per  hujusmodi  clavem  resignata  sit  et 
in  conspectum  data.  Verum  sibi  in  animo  esse,  nee  proprio 
nee  aliorum  desiderio  servienti,  sed  rei  conceptse  consulenti, 
Tabulis  cum  aliquibus  communicatis,  reliqua  cohibere,  donee 
tractatus  qui  ad  populum  pertinet  edatur.  Et  tamen  animo 
providere,  ingenia  firmiora  et  sublimiora^  etiam  absque  majori- 
bus  auxiliis,  ab  oblatis  monitos^  reliqua  ex  se  et  speraturos  et 
potituros  esse.  Fere  enim  se  in  ea  esse  opinione,  nempe  (quod 
quispiam  dixit)  prudentibus  haec  satis  fore,  imprudentibus  autem 
ne  plura  quidem.  Se  nihilominus  de  cogitatis  nil  intermis- 
surum.  Quod  autem  ad  tabulas  ipsas  attinet,  visum  est  ^  nimis 
abruptum  esse  ut  ab  ipsis  docendi  initium  sumatur.  Itaque 
idonea  quaedam  prsefari  oportuisse ;  quod  et  jam  se  fecisse  ar- 
bitratur,  nee  universa  qu»  hucusque  dicta  sunt  alio  tendere.' 
Hoc  insuper  velle  homines  non  latere,  nuUis  inveniendi  formulis 
(more  nunc  apud  homines  et  artes  recepto)  necessitatem  impo- 
nere ;  sed  certe  omnibus  pertentatis,  ex  multo  usu  et  nonnullo 
ut  putat  judicio,  cam  'quam  probavit  et  exhibuit  inquirendi 
formulam  verisaimam  atque  utiliasimam  esse.  Nee  tamen  se 
officere  quominus  ii  qui  otio  magis  abundant,  aut  a  difficulta- 
tibus  quas  prime  experientem  sequi  necesse  est  liberi  jam  erunt, 
aut  majoris  etiam  et  altioris  sunt  ingenii,  rem  in  potius  perdu- 
cant;  nam  et  ipsum  statuere,  artem  inveniendi  proculdubio 
cum  inventis  adolescere.  Ad  extremum  autem  visum  est  ei, 
si  quid  in  his  quse  dicta  sunt  aut  dicentur  boni  inveniatur,  id 
tanquam  adipem  sacrificii  Deo  dicari,  et  hominibus,  ad  Dei 
similitudinem,  sano  affectu  et  charitate  hominum  bonum  pro- 
curantibus. 

1  So  MS. 

*  vitum  cMt  autem, — O.     The  words  flrom  Se  nihilominuM  to  attinei  being  omitted. 
'  The  passage  which  follows,  down  to  adaUtcere^  is  not  in  Gruter*s  copy  ;  and  the 
last  sentence  begins  Postremo  visum  est  ei. 
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INQUISITIO  LEGITIMA  DE   MOTU. 


By  the  last  pars^aph  of  the  Cogitata  et  Visa  we  learn  tlutt 
that  work  was  intended  for  a  preface  to  certain  '^Tables  of 
Discovery,  or  Formulas  of  Legitimate  Investigation,"  which 
were  to  be  set  forth  in  a  few  subjects  as  a  specimen  of  the 
work  in  hand.  Ante  omnia  visum  est  ei  Tabulas  Inveniendi 
sive  leffitima  inquisitioms  farmulasy  hoc  est  materiem  parttcu^ 
larium  ad  opus  intelkctus  ordiiiatam,  in  aliquibus  subjectis  pro^ 
poniy  tanquam  ad  exemplum  et  operis  descriptionem  fore  visibilem. 

In  the  Commentarius  Solutus  (Julj  26*  1608),  among  other 
memoranda  relating  to  the  progress  of  the  work,  I  find  the 
following :  *'  The  finishing  the  3  Tables,  De  Motu,  De  Galore 
et  Frigore,  De  Sono." 

Now  in  Gruter's  volume,  among  the  Impetus  Philosophici, 
I  find  a  Latin  fragment  entitled  Fiium  Labyrintkiy  sivs  Inqui-^ 
sitio  kffitima  de  Motu;  in  Stephens's  second  collection,  I  find 
an  English  piece  entitled  Sequela  chartarum,  sive  Inquisitio 
legitima  de  Calore  et  Frigore;  in  Sawley's  Oposcula  I  find  a 
Latin  fragment  entitled  Historia  et  Inquisitio  prima^  de  Sono 
et  auditUy  et  de  forma  Soni,  et  latente  processu  Soni;  sive  Sylva 
Soni  et  auditus» 

Of  these,  the  first  is  merely  a  skeleton  of  an  enquiry,  the 
titles  of  the  several  charttt  being  given  in  order,  but  the  titles 
only;  the  second  is  a  rough  collection  of  materials  for  that 
enquiry  de  forma  Calidiy  which  was  afterwards  sdected  as  the 
example  to  illustrate  the  method  by,  in  the  second  book  of 
the  Novum  Organum ;  both  have  evidently  been  intended  as 
specimens  of  the  maieries  partieularium  ad  opus  ixtellectus 
ordinata,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  they  belong  pro- 
perly to  this  period  and  place.  The  third  is  a  collection  of  the 
materies  partieularium,  set   out  without  any  indication  of  a 
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tabular  arrnngement,  and  may  perhaps  have  been  drawn  up 
in  its  present  shape  about  the  same  time  with  those  portions 
of  the  natural  history  which  belong  to  the  third  part  of  the 
Instauration,  and  to  which  in  form  it  bears  a  greater  resem- 
blance. But  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  from  which  the 
date  of  composition  din  be  inferred^  the  reference  in  the  Com- 
mentarius  Solutus  induces  me  to  place  it  here. 

The  preface,  entitled  Franciscus  Bacon  Lectori^  stands  in 
Gruter's  volume  immediately  before  the  Filum  Labyrinthiy  and 
probably  belongs  to  it 

The  selection  of  Motion  as  the  first  subject  to  which  the  new 
method  was  to  be  applied  and  the  example  by  which  it  was  to 
be  illustrated,  strikes  me  as  very  characteristic  both  of  the 
aspiring  genius  of  Bacon's  philosophy  and  of  the  error  of 
judgment  which  lay  at  the  bottom  of  it  He  saw  that  all  the 
active  operations  of  nature  were  modes  of  motion,  and  con- 
cluded that  if  we  could  thoroughly  understand  the  nature  of 
motion,  we  should  at  once  have  the  key  to  her  secret  processes, 
and  therewithal  the  command  over  her  powers ;  which  was  the 
true  end  and  aim  of  knowledge.  The  subtlety  and  intricacy  of 
the  phenomena  did  not  daunt  him ;  for  the  true  method  was  as 
the  clue  of  the  Labyrinth,  which  patiently  and  faithfully  fol- 
lowed out  must  inevitably  lead  at  last  to  the  central  principle 
which  explains  and  reconciles  them  all.  How  far  he  pro- 
ceeded in  the  enterprise,  we  may  partly  learn  from  the  Com- 
mentartus  Solutus,  which  contains  the  commencement  of  an 
elaborate  and  methodical  investigation  into  the  nature  of  mo- 
tion ;  with  what  success,  we  may  partly  infer  from  the  second 
book  of  the  Novum  Organum,  in  which  the  description  of  the 
different  kinds  of  motion  \a  introduced  merely  as  a  part  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  prerogatives  of  instances:  the  fact  probably 
being  that  he  had  despaired  of  arriving  by  the  Filum  Lahyrinthi 
at  any  tangible  result  within  any  assignable  time. 

The  investigation,  as  set  down  in  the  Commeniarius  on  the 
26th  and  27th  of  July,  1608,  is  carried  out  a  little  further  than 
in  this  fragment;  and  as  it  belongs  itaturally  to  this  place,  and 
will  throw  some  additional  light  upon  the  nature  of  the  process 
as  Bacon  at  this  time  conceived  it,  as  well  as  upon  the  names 
by  which  some  of  its  stages  are  distinguished,  I  cannot  better 
conclude  this  preface  than  by  quoting  it  in  exfenso, 

J.  S. 
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Inquisitio  Legitiha. 
8«tto  Not.     1.  Carta  dectionis  ct  prssoptioiufiu 

ordlnls.  op. 

2.  Sjlva,  siye  Carta  Mater. 

3.  Meta  posita,  eive  Carta  terminans. 

4.  Loci^  sive  Carta  Articulorum. 

5.  Vena    exterior^  aye    Carta   diyiflionis 

primas. 
^P'  ""-*  6.  Carta  asfiignationis  vel  collocationis. 

1.  Carta  Historiae  ordinataB  ad  divifliones 
primas  et  reliquos  articulos. 

2.  Carta  Amanuensis^  sive  super  Instantias. 

1«  Carta  Analysis  motus  compositi,  vel  de 
spelling. 

2.  Vena  interior^  oive  Carta  divisionis  se- 
cundas. 

3.  Carta  obseryationis^  siye  axiomatis. 

4.  Carta  humana  optatiya. 

5.  Carta  humana  actiya,  siye  practica. 

6.  Carta  Anticipationis^  siye   interpreta* 

tionis  sylyestris. 
15.  7.  Carta  Indicalionis»  siye  ad  cartas  no- 

yellaa 

Nota  Interpretationem  legilimam  non  fieri^  nee  clayem  Inter- 
pretationis  adoperari  usque  ad  reordinationes  et  cartas  noyellas 
finitas^  ut  dnaa  mnt  machinas  Intellectusy  una  Inferior  quam 
descripsimus,  altera  Superior  quaB  est  noyellarum.^ 

Inquisitio  Legitima  de  Motu. 
Cart  electianis. 

Quieta  rerum  principia  sermones  spectant;  moyentia  autem 
et  motus  ipsCj  opera. 

Motuum  genera  bene  discreta  et  descripta^  Protei  yincula. 

>  Probably  apparentim  Mcimdite. 

'  This  Is  the  last  of  many  memoranda  which  appear  to  have  been  transferred  firom 
an  old  note-book  (transportata  ex  coromentario  vetcre)  on  the  26th  of  July,  1608. 
The  next  page  is  headed  TraHiporiai,  Jul.  27.  1608,  —  the  beginning  of  the  next 
morning's  work. 
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Meta  postta. 

Quod  animo  metimur ;  Motus ;  exacte  insplcienti  non  alius 
quam  localis ;  sensibiliB  scilicet  et  minutus. 

Etiain  quies  comprehendatur ;  ex  natura  propria  aut  per 
accidens^  ex  libratione  vel  cohibitione  motus.  ^ 

Tria  motuum  genera  imperceptibilia,  ob  tarditatem^  ut  in 
digito  horologii ;  ob  minutias,  ut  liquor  seu  aqua  comimpitur 
flut  congelatur  &c» ;  ob  tenuitatem,  ut  omnifaria  aeris^  yenii, 
spiritus,  quad  non  cemuntur  ac  subtiliores  eorum  motus  nullo 
sensu  comprehenduntur^  sed  tantum  per  pensa  et  eiFectus. 

Motus  et  naturas  per  globes  non  distinguimus  ut  alia  sit 
ratio  coelestium,  alia  sublunarium :  popnlaris  ratio  ista  yidetur 
et  infirma ;  nam  etiam  ocdestia  mutantur  in  magnis^  ut  patet 
in  coroetis  coordinatis  situ  suo  cum  stellis  fixis:  In  parvis  si 
mutantur  tamen  sensum  nostrum  latent ;  Nam  quae  etiam  in 
superficie  terras  fiunt  mutationes  de  circulo  Lunffi,  si  oculus  ibi' 
posituB  essety  discemi  nequirent;  Rursus  eadem  aetemitas  et 
motus  regularitas  terras  competit ;  Nam  in  profunditate  terras 
par  astemitas  ac  in  ccelo,  et  videntur  yariationes  et  mutationes 
et  turbae  tantum  in  confiniis  regnorum  istorum  fieri ;  scilicet  in 
superficie  et  crusta  terras,  et  superficie  et  confiniis  coeli,  et  aeris 
regione  media  quam  vocant;  Etiam  fluxus  maris  tam  regularis 
est  quam  motus  lunas. 

De  motu  autem  animali,  et  de  eo  motu  qui  ad  sensum  pera- 
gendum  requiritur,  non  inquirimus,  sed  eum  sui  juris  facimus 
et  emancipamus  ut  seorsim  et  principaliter  inquiratur. 

Motus  autem  animales  quatenus  ad  cohibitionem  et  partici- 
pationem  manifestam  motuum  caeterorum  comprehendimus,  ut 
saltum,  sanguinis  per  yenas  ascensionem,  etc 

Motus  autem  impressionis  siye  signatures  quss  incorporeaa 
sunt  tamen  ob  spationmi  siye  locorum  Mutationes  comprehen- 
dimus,  ut  in  sonis,  yisibilibus^  attractionibus  siye  coitionibus ; 
calorem  tamen  et  frigus  omnino  emancipamus  ob  dignitatem  et 
multiplicem  usum,  et  de  illis  seorsim  et  principaliter  inquiri 
yolumus. 

Nee  motum  generationis  yitalis  expedimus,  siye  assimila- 
tionem  magnam,  sed  et  hunc  emancipamus. 

■  Opposite  this  paragraph  is  written  qu. 
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Carta  Articulorum. 

First  to  enquire  the  several  kinds  or  diversities  of  motion. 
Then  what  bodies  or  subjects  are  susceptible  of  every  kind 

and  what  not,  and  what  have  them  in  strength  and  what 

more  obscurely,  and  what  have  them  more  familiarly  and 

what  more  rarely. 
Then  the  comparisons  of  the  forces  of  every  motion,  and 

which  is  predominant  one  over  the  other,  and  which  is 

absolute  and  never  falsified,  if  any  such  be;    and  how 

they  evade  and  shift  each  nature  of  motion  to   do  his 

part.^ 
Nodi  et  globi  motuum,  and  how  they  concur  and  how  they 

succeed  and  interchange  in  things  most  frequent 
Tlie  times  and  moments   wherein   motions  work,  and  which 

is  the  more  swiftb  and  which  the  more  slow,  and  where 

they  take  their  beginnings  and  where  they  leave. 
The  convenience  or  disconvenience  which  motion  hath  with 

heat  and  tenuity,  and  how  these  three  meet,  sever,  and 

vary. 
The  power  in  motions  corporal  of  agitation,  fire,  time.^ 
The  effects  of  motion,  and  what  qualities  it  induceth  respective 

to  every  motion. 
The  force  of  union  in  motions,  and  the  analogy  thereof.' 

Carta  divisianis  primcBy  sioe  ad  apparentiam  primam, 

Agitatio,  sive  Motus  absque  termino,  sive  Motus  se  exercens. 
Latio,  sive  Motus  ad  terminum,  sive  Motus  itinerans. 

Agitationis  species   due:  Agitatio  placida;    Agitatio  in- 

quieta. 
Agitatio  placida,  sive  Motus  conversionis,  sive  Curviis. 
Agitatio  inquieta  duplex :  Agitatio  relevationis  et  tenta- 

tionis ;  Agitatio  trepidationis. 

■  The  last  clause  added  In  the  margin. 

'  In  the  raarglii  of  the  MS^  opposite  the  last  four  paragraphs,  are  the  following 
notes  ;  written  apparently  at  another  time,  and  without  any  special  reference  to  the 
particular  paragraphs  against  which  they  happen  to  stand.  They  are  written  consecu- 
tively, one  under  the^other,  with  strokes  of  the  pen  between  to  separate  them.  **  The 
instruments  and  effldents. —  Su^jectum  quasi  efflciens  generale,  eAciens  tanquam 
suttiectum  prozlmum.  —  Periodi  et  processus  motuum.  —  Spatia  orbis  ▼irtntis." 

*  This  last  article  appears  to  have  been  added  at  another  time . 

ss  2 
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Lationis  species  duae:   Latio  manifesta,  sive  Motus  localis; 
Latio  occulta  sive  Motus  corporalis. 

Motus  localis  tres  sunt  species :  Motus  re^pectu  spaliorum; 
Motus  respectu  situs  partium;  Motus  respectu  alterius. 

Motus  respectu  spatiorum  habet  4  species. 

Motus  nexus,  sive  ne  detur  Vacuum. 

Motus  plag»,  sive  mechanicus,  sive  ne  fiat  penetratio 
dimensionum. 

Motus  libertatis,  sive  ad]  sphseram  veterem,  sive  ad 
convenientiam ;  qui  est  duplex:  Motus  a  violenta 
oondensatione  ad  convenientiam  raritatis ;  et  Motus  a 
violenta  rarefactione  ad  convenientiam  densitatis. 

Motus  hyles  migrantis,  sive  ad  sphaeram  novam;  qui 
etiam  est  duplex :  Motus  hyles  migrantis  ad  sphasram 
novam  majorem ;  Motus  hyles  migrantis  ad  sphseram 
novam  minorem. 

Motus  respectu  situs  partium  est  simplex,  et  est  motus 
congruitatis  sive  disponens. 

Motus  respectu  alterius  habet  4  species. 

Motus  ad  massam,  sive  congregationis  major,  sive  Pane- 

gyricus  sive  foederis  generalis. 
Motus  AmicitisB,  sive  congregationis  minor ;  sive  sym- 

pathiae,  sive  foederis  sanctions. 
Motus  disgregationis  major,  sive  fugae. 
Motus  disgregationis  minor,  sive  Antipathiae. 

Motus  corporalis  habet  species  sequentes,  numero  17. 
Motus  subsistentiaD,  sive  ne  detur  nihilum. 
Motus  integritatis,  sive  ne  admittatur  corpus  externum ; 

sive  amplexus  veteris. 
Motus  cohibitionis,  sive  regius,  sive  ne  admittatur  tiava 

forma. 
[Isti  3  motus  pertinent  ad  conservationem  in  statu.^] 

Motus   maturationis;   sive  exaltationis   et  perfectionis 

naturae  suae,  sive  in  potius. 
[Iste  motus  tendit  ad  perfectionem.'] 

>  Added  in  margin. 
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Motus  contractionifl,  sive  hyles   minorans  interius,   Bive 

reetrictionis. 
Motus  relaxationiB    sive    hyles   majorans    exterius,  sive 

fiisionis. 
Motus  separationis  in  se,  sive  factionis^  sive  congregans 

homogenea  et  disgregans  heterogeuea^  sive  unionis  per 

partes. 
[Isti  4  motus  praesupponunt  manentiam  corporis  in  toto, 

absque  jactura  et  emissione^  licet  mistura  et  ordinatio 

partium  mutetur.*] 

Motus  separationis  in  aliud^  sive  exilii,  sive  exitune  aut 

emissionis. 
Motus  separationis  alt»  et  magnae^  sive  anarchi»,  sive 

putrefactionis,  sive  separationis  in  partes  %  sive  radicalis. 
[Isti  3'  motus  pertinent  ad  separationenL] 

Motus  applicationis   et  resistenticD  secundum  fibras^  sive 

texturam  et  ordinem  earum. 
Motus  tenacitatis,  sive  adhasrentias^  sive  primi  tactus  aut 

amplexus  novi. 
Motus  receptionis  in  se^  sive  mistionis,  sive  incorporatio- 

nis^  sive  indentatus^  sive  unionis  per  totum. 
[Isti  tres  motus  pertinent  ad  corporum  applicationes.] 

Motus  generationis  Jovialis^  sive  assimilationis,  sive  gene- 
rationis  similis  sui  fixae  et  manentis. 

Motus  generationis  Satumias,  sive  signaturae  aut  impres- 
sionism sive  generationis  similis  sui  momentaneae  vel 
transeuntis. 

Motus  generationis  fictae^  sive  excitationis  et  imitationis. 

[Isti  3- motus  pertinent  ad  propagationem  speciei.] 

Motus  metamorphoseos  placidae^  sive  novas  formaa  proce- 

dentis  absque  dissolutione. 
Motus   metamorphoseos  destruentis,  sive   novae  format  a 

corruptione,  sive  reordinationis   et   triumviratus,.  sive 

rudimenta  generationis  vitalis. 
[Isti  2  motus  sunt  mutationis  majoris.] 

*  Added  in  margin.  '  I  am  «ure  that  I  read  this  word  right  *  Sk^ 
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Carta  assignatumis. 

Fractionem  corporum,  sive  resistentiam  contra  fractionem  et 
separationem^  assignamus  sub  mptu  Integritatis. 

Modum  tamen  fractionis  in  nonnullis  aut  prohibitionis  fra- 
ctionis  in  quo  situs  partium  valet^  assignamus  sub  motu 
applicationis  primo. 

Reductionem  ad  statum  quo^  as  when  urine  or  blood  is  broken 
and  by  fire  reduced,  assignamus  sub  motu  cohibitionis  vel 
regio. 

Conservationem,  mansionem  in  statu,  non  exituram  spiritus 
in  corporibus  porosis  sive  terrsB  fixis  (?)  assignamus  sub 
motu  regio. 

All  ripenings,  coction,  assation,  the  gathering  perfection  of 
wines,  beers,  cyders,  &c.  by  age  and  time,  assignamus 
sub  motu  maturationis.^ 

Etiam  multiplicationem  virtutis  per  unionem  quantitatis,  vel 
conservationem  status  per  unionem  quantitatis,  assigna- 
mus sub  motu  maturationis  vel  exaltationis. 

Liquefactionem,  Mollificationem,  Liquiditatem,  consistentiam, 
duritiem,  indurationem,  or  closeness  of  parts,  Ampliatio- 
nem,  congelationem,  constipationem,  assignamus  sub  motu 
hyles  interiore. 

Besidence,  flowering,  working  out  a  skin,  defecation,  refining, 
clearing  and  lees,  dissolving  or  breaking  as  in  blood  or 
urine,  coagulation  or  turning  to  curds  or  whey,  hsec 
assignamus  sub  motu  separationis  in  se. 

[Etiam  disordinationem  partium,  as  when  pears  rolled  get  a 
sweetness,  when  roses  crushed  alter  their  smell,  haec  as- 
signamus motui  separationis  in  se.] 

Evaporationem,  exhalationem,  emissionem,  consumptionem,  di- 
minutionem,  arefactionem,  assignamus  sub  motu  separa- 
tionis in  aliud. 

Corruptionem,  rust,  mould,  assignamus  motui  separationis 
altse. 

Motus  soliditatis  sive  expulsionis  corporis  dissimilis,  et  at- 
tractionem  similis,  assignamus  sub  motu  mistionis. 

>  The  reference  is  to  the  three  kinds  of  pepsiB  ipokeu  of  by  Aristotle :   pepansis» 
epaesiiy  and  optesis.     MeteoruL  iv.  — R,  JL  E, 
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Exuctionem^  depastionem,  deprsedationem^  intumescentiam^ 
intenerationem^  augmentationem^  sive  vegetatione  sea  ac- 
cretione^  assignamus  motui  generationis  Jovis. 

Fermentationem  et  infectionem  assignamuB  generadoni  fictas. 

Destillationem^  sublimationem^  asBignamuB  motui  metamor- 
phoseoa  placida). 

Turning  into  worms^  flies^  &c.,  assignamus  motui  triumyi- 
ratus.^ 

*  Here  a  line  is  drawn  acrom  the  page,  and  a  different  subject  Is  entered  upon,  with 
a  new  pen  and  fresh  fingers.  The  next  page  is  headed  Transportata  Jul  2S.  1608. 
It  would  seem  therefore  that  this  concluded  the  day's  work  of  Wednesday  the  27th  of 
July. 
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Si  qui  fiierint  qui  in  yetemm  placitis  eibi  acquiescendnm  non 
putarunt,  quod  aliquando  ab  animi  oonstantia^  sepius  ab  in- 
genii  levitate  fieri  yidimus ;  ii  qualescunque  fuerint^  hac  fere 
defensione  communi  ud  sunt;  ee,  licet  ab  antiquitate  de- 
Bciverint,  tamen  ea  afferre  qm  cum  sensu  optime  conyeniant; 
atque  homines^  si  hoc  sibi  in  animum  indncere  possint  ut  au- 
thoritate  non  perstringantur  sed  sibi  ipa  et  sensibus  credant, 
facile  in  eorum  partes  transituros.  Nos  vero  sensum  nee  con- 
tradictione  violayimus  nee  abstractione  destruimus,  et  mar- 
teriam  ei  longe  uberiorem  quam  alii  pnebuimus,  et  multo 
ministerio  errores  ejus  restituimus,  potestates  auzimus,  atque 
judicium  ejus,  damnaiis  pbantasiis  atque  in  ordinem  redacta 
ratione^  muniyimus  et  finnayimus ;  ut  alii  professione  quadam^ 
nos  reipsa  sensum  tueri  yideamur,  atque  philosophia  nostra  una 
fere  atque  eadem  res  sit  cum  sensu  restituto  et  liberato.  Ne- 
que  propterea  tamen  nobis  de  hominum  fide  et  assensu  large 
poUicemur,  cum  nostra  ratio  cum  nulla  priorum  consentiat, 
sed  plane  in  diyersum  trahat  Nam  qui  hucusque^  pertsBsi 
eorum  qu»  yeteres  afferunt,  ad  experientiam  et  sensum  tan* 
quam  de  integro  se  contulerunty  in  hunc  modum  fere  se 
gesserunt;  ut  nonnulla  primo  secundum  sensum  acriter  et 
strenue  inquisiyerint,  ea  potissimum  sumentes  quie  illis  maxi- 
me  rationem  totius  habere  yisa  sunt;  atque  ex  hU  confestim 
experientiffi  manipulis,  et  tanquam  factionibus^  placita  con- 
finxerint;  anguste  et  inaequaliter  philosophatii^  et  omnia  pau- 
cis  condonantes.  Atque  iste  tamen  modus  philosophandi  ad 
fidem  faciendam  siepenumero  yalidus  et  felix  est,  ob  angustias 
pectoris  humani,  quod  illis  quae  una  et  subito  mentem  subire 
possunt  maxime  movetur,  et  acquiescendi  cupidum  cstera  vel 
negligit,  yel  modo  quodam  non  perceptibili  ita  se  habere  putat 
ut  ilia  pauca  quibus  phantasia  impleri  aut  inflari  consuevit. 
At  contra^  nos  non  manipulares,  sed  justum  divinorum  operum 
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exercitum  post  nos  trahentes^  et  ex  aequo  et  secundum  summas 
rerum  pronunciantes^  non  habemus  fere  quo  nos  yertamus, 
aut  ex  qua  parte  aditum  ad  humanam  fidem  reperiamus ;  cum 
ea  qusD  adducimus  allius  quam  notiones^  latins  quam  hujus- 
modi  experimental  se  extendant.  Itaque  necesse  est  ut  ex  illis 
pleraque  prsBproperis  et  propensis  sensuum  prehensionibus  non 
satisfaciant^  nonnuUa  autem  dura  et  instar  religionis  incredibilia 
ad  sensus  accedant  Sensus  enim  human!  fidlunt  utique,  sed 
tamen  etiam  se  indicant;  yerum  errores  prsesto,  indicia  accer- 
nta  sunt  Itaque  et  noyam  prorsus  tradendi  yiam  ingressi 
Bumus^  rei  ipsi  conyenientem :  non  disputando^  aut  exempla 
rara  et  sparsa  adducendo;  cum  uterque  fidei  faciend»  modus 
fortasse  adyersus  nobis  futurus  fuissetj  quorum  decreta  nee  in 
cura^  notioniun^  nee  in  angustiis  experienti»  abscissae  et  trun- 
catae^  fundata  sint :  sed  experientiam  coaceryatam  et  continuam 
adhibuimus,  atque  homines  ad  fontes  rerum  adduximus,  ac  uni- 
yersum  intellectus  processum  et  deriyationes  sub  oculos  po- 
suimus.  Quare  quicunque  eo  animo  sunt,  ut  aut  ai^gumentis 
nitantur,  aut  paucis  exemplis  oedant,  aut  authoritatibus  im- 
pediantur,  aut  opus  hoc  nostrum  eyolyere  et  introspicere  propter 
aut  animi  aut  temporis  atfgustias  non  possint;  cum  illis  nos 
prpfecto  de  hac  re  nee  serio  coUoqui  possumus.  Satis  fuerit 
si  illud  Fhilocratis  de  Demosthene  dictum  hue  transferimus: 
Atque  noUte  mirari,  Athetdenses,  si  mihi  cum  Demosthene  non 
aanveniat*  Hie  enim  aquam,  ego  vinum  bibo.  Illi  enim  certe 
liquorem  bibunt  crudum,  ex  inteUectu  yel  sponte  manantem 
yd  industria  quadam  haustum.  Nos  autem  liquorem  paramus 
et  propinamus  ex  infinitis  uyis  confectum,  iisque  maturis  et 
tempestiyis,  et  per  racemos  decerptis  et  coUectis,  et  subinde 
torculari  pressis,  et  rursus  in  yase  se  separantibus  et  clarifica- 
tis.  Ne  enim  hoc  Deus  siyerit,  ut  phantasiae  nostne  somnium 
pro  exemplari  mundi  edamus;  sed  potius  benigne  fayeat,  ut 
apocalypdn  et  yisionem  yestigiorum  et  yiarum  Creatoris  in 
Natura  et  Creaturis  conscribamus. 


So  in  the  orlgioal :  a  misprint,  I  Biupect,  for  aura. 
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Machina  Intellectufl  inferior :  eeu  sequela  chartamm  ad  ap- 
parentiam  primam. 
Racemi  sive  Charta  HUtoriae  ordinate  ad  Articolum  Primam : 
De  Formifl  et  Differentiis  Motus. 

Motus  Applicationia  Exterioris^  sive  motua  adherentias. 
Motus  Applicationia  Interioria^  sive  motus  mixturas. 
Motus  Applicationis  ad  Fibras^  aive  motus  identitatis. 
Motus  Assimilationis^  seu  moius  generalionis  Jovis.     ^ 
Motus  Signatures,  sive  motus  generationis  Satumi. 
Motus  Excitationis^  sive  motus  generationis  ficte. 
Kacemi  sive  Charta  Hiatoriae  ordinatas  ad  Articulum  Se- 
cundum : 

De  Subjectis  aive  Coutinentibus  Motum. 
Kacemi  sive  Charta  HiatoriaQ  ordinatas  ad  Articulum  Ter- 
tium: 

De  Vehiculis  aive  Deferentibus  Motum. 
Bacemi  sive  Charta  Historian  ordinatas  ad  Articulum  Quar- 
turn: 

De  Operationibus  et  Consequentiis  Motus. 
Kacemi  sive  Charta  Historias  ordinatac  ad  Articulum  Quin^ 
tum: 

De  Curriculis  sive  Clepsydris  Motus. 

Bacemi   sive  Charta  Ilistorias  ordinate  ad  Articulum  Scx- 
tum: 

De»Orbe  Virtutis  Motus. 

Bacemi  sive  Charta  Historiae  ordinate  ad  Articulum  Septi- 
mum: 

De  Hierarchia  Motus. 
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'    lUcemi  sive  Charta  Historian  ordinataB  ad  Articulum  Octa- 

De  Societatibus  Motus. 

Bacemi  sive  Charta  Historian  ordinatse  ad  Articulum  Nonum : 

De  Affinitatibus  MotuB. 

Racemi  sive  Charta  Historiae  ordinatas  ad  Articulum  Deci- 
mum: 

De  viribus  Unionis  in  Motu. 

Racemi  sive  Charta  Historiae  ordinatae  ad  Articulum  Un- 
decimum : 

De  viribus  Consnetudinis  et  Novitatis  in  Motu. 

Racemi  sive  Charta  Historian  ordinatas  ad  Articulum  Duode- 
cimum : 

De  aliis  omnibus  Motus.  ^ 

Syllabary  sive  Charta  Anatomia^. 

Vena  relicta^  seu  Charta  Divisionis  Secundae. 

Axioma  Exterius^  sive  Charta  Observationis. 

Columnae,  sive  Charta  Impossibilis  Apparentis^  sive  Humana 
Optativa. 

FcDnus,  sive  Charta  Usus  lutervenientis  sive  Humana  Ac- 
tiva. 

Anticipation  sive  Charta  Interpretationis  Sylvestris. 

Pons^  sive  Charta  ad  Chartas  Novellas. 

Machina  Intellectus  Superior;  sive  sequela  Chartarum  ad 
Apparentiam  Secundanu 

Chartae  Novellae. 

Atque  exemplum  Inquisitionis  de  Natura  (ut  videre  est)  ab- 
solvimus^  idque  in  subjecto  omnium  roaxime  capaci  et  diffuse ; 
eaque  forma,  quam  judicamus  cum  veritate  et  intellectu  smn- 
mimi  consensum  habere.  Neque  tamen  more  apud  homines  re- 
cepto  formulae  alicui  necessitatem  imponimus,  tanquam  unica 
esset,  et  instar  artis  ipsius.  Sed  certe  omnibus  pertentatis,  ex 
longo  usu  et  nonnullo,  ut  putamus,  judicio,  banc  ipsam  formam 
sive  rationem  disponendi  materiam  rerum  ad  opus  intellectus,  ut 
probatam  et  electam  exhibemus.  Nihil  autem  officit,  quominus 
ii  qui  otio  magis  abundant,  aut  a  difficultatibus  quas  prime  ex- 
perientem  sequi  necesse  est  liberi  jam  erunt,  aut  majoris  etiam 
et  altioris  sunt  ingenii,  rem  in  potius  perducant.  Nam  et  ipsi 
statuimus,  artem  invenicndi  adolescere  cum  invcntis;  neque  ad 

^*  So  in  the  originiU. 
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aliquid  immotam  et  inviolabile  inveniendi  artifidium  hominum 
industxiam  et  felicitatem  aatrmgendam.  Artifl  enim  perfecti- 
onem  artis  usum  remorari^  nihil  est  neceaae.  Quod  autem 
viam  novam  scientiam  docendi  et  tradendi  ingressi  sumus^  quod 
doctrinam  et  prsecepta  quasi  praBtereuntes  et  aliud  agentes  dis- 
tulimus^  atque  in  exemplo  pnecipue  elaboravimus ;  hoc  summa 
ratione  nos  fecisse  arbitramur.  Neque  sane  homines  latere  vo-* 
lumus^  quid  in  hac  re  secuti  simus:  nam  obdnere  in  homi- 
num aequitate  positum  est^  vel  potius  in  fortuna  oommuni :  res 
enim  human!  generis  agitur,  non  nostra.  Primum  hoc  videmur 
adepti,  quod  maximum  est,  ut  plane  iutelligamur.  Longe  enim 
aliud  est  aingulia  prasceptis  exempla  subnectere,  aliud  umversi 
opens  figuram  perfectam  et  quasi  solidam  oonstruere  et  reprse- 
sentare.  Etenim  in  mathematicis^  adstante  machina  aut  fabrica 
sequitur  demonstratio  facilis  et  perspicua :  sed  absque  hac  com- 
meditate  omnia  videntur  involuta,  et  quam  revera  sunt  sub- 
tiliora.  Atque  etiam  illud  usuvenit^  ut  quo  grandius  instru- 
mentum  demonstrationis  fiat,  eo  sit  et  fidelius  et  illustrios. 
Etiiam  putamus  nos  aliquem  modestiao  et  eimplicitatis  fructum 
percipere  posse,  quod  nee  yim  nee  insidias  hominum  judidis 
fecimus  aut  paravimus,  sed  rem  nudam  et  apertam  exhibuimus. 
Nemo  ^  enim  ante  nos,  homines  ad  fontes  nature  et  res  ipsas 
adduxerunt,  ut  in  medium  consulerent ;  sed  exempla  et  experien- 
tiam  ad  dictorum  suorom  fidem,  non  ad  alieni  judicii  liberta- 
tem  adhibuerunt :  ut  dupliciter  nos  de  humane  genere  meritos 
existimemus,  duas  res  maxime  mortalibus  caras  et  gratas,  po- 
teatatem  et  libertatem,  simul  deferentes :  potestatem  operum^ 
libertatem  judicii.  Ac  veluti  in  judiciis  civilibus  ea  maxime 
incorrupta  et  recta  sunt  ubi  minimum  oratorum  Ucentias  et 
turbis,  aut  etiam  eloquentias,  conceditur ;  sed  omnis  fere  opera 
et  tempus  in  testibus  consumitur ;  eodem  modo  et  de  natura 
judicia  exercentur  optima,  com  nee  pugnaci  nee  probabili  ora^- 
tioni  aut  disputationi  maxima^  partes  tribuuntur,  sed  expe- 
rientias  testimoniis  evidentibus  et  coacervatis  res  conficitur. 
Nam  certe  in  authorum  testimoniis  libido  et  stimulus  versatur : 
rerum  autem  testimonia  et  reaponsa,  interdum  obscura  et  per- 
plexa,  sed  semper  sincera  et  incorrupta  sunt.  Liberati  etiam 
yidemur  magno  malo,  ex  hominum  fastidio  et  prasjudicio.  So- 
lent enim  viri  prudentes  et  graves  et  cunctatores  novitatem 

1  So  in  the  original.    Perhaps  Bacon  had  altered  nuUi  into  nemo  and  forgot  to  alter 
the  plural  verbs  at  the  same  time  into  the  singular. 
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omnem  levitatis  et  vanitatis  nomine  suspectam  habere ;  novas 
autem  sectas  et  nova  placita  ut  larvas  et  umbras  aspemari. 
Neque  enim  multum  interesse  putant,  utrum  homines  in  theoriis 
consentiant  ant  dissentiant :  nisi  quod  yetera  et  recepta  magis 
sint,  ob  consensum  et  mores/  rebus  gerendis  accommodata. 
Huic  malo  non  aHud  remediiun  reperiebatur^  nisi  ut  amplitu- 
dine  exempli^  in  ipsos  hominum  sensus  ita  incurramus^  ut  pri- 
mo  aspectu  quivis  mediocris  judicii  rem  solidam  et  sobriam  esse^ 
atque  opera  et  utilitatem  spirantem^  et  a  noyas  scholar  aut 
novffi  sect»  ratione  et  consuetudine  prorsus  alienami  statim 
perspiciat  et  agnoscat.  Speramus  etiam  hoc  potissimimi  modo 
antiquis  et  aliis  qui  in  philosophia  aliquid  opinati  sunt^  authori- 
tatem  et  fidem  abrogari^  honorem  et  reverentiam  conservari 
posse ;  idque  non  artificio  quodam,  sed  ex  yi  ipsa  reL  Existi* 
mamus  enim  subituram  animos  hominum  cogitationem^  num  et 
illi  hujusmodi  diligentiam  adhibuerint^  aut  placita  et  opiniones 
suas  a  tali  fundamento  excitaverint  Atque  sane  hoc  dubium 
alicui  yideri  potuisset,  si  opiniones  eorum  tanttun  ad  nos  per- 
yenissent^  modus  autem  inquisitionis  et  demonstrationis  non 
apparuisset  Tum  enim  tale  quippiam  in  mentem  nobis  yenisset 
cogitare,  illos  proculdubio  a  meditationum  suarum  principio 
magnam  yim  et  copiam  exemplomm  paravisse,  eamque  simili  quo 
nos  ordine,  yel  fortasse  meliore  disposuisse ;  sed  postquam  re 
comperta  illis  pronuntiare  yisum  esset^  tum  demum  pronuntiata 
et  eorum  explicationes  et  connexiones  in  scripta  redegisse^  addito 
sparsim  uno  aut  altero  exemplo  ad  docendi  lumen;  sed  pri- 
mordia  ilia  et  notas  ac  veluti  codicillos  et  commentarios  sues 
in  lucem  edere^  et  supenracuum  et  molestum  putasse ;  itaque 
fecisse  ut  in  sBdificando  facere  decet :  nam  post  operis  ipsius 
structuram,  machinas  et  scalas  et  hujusmodi  instrumenta  a 
conspectu  amoyenda  esse.  Yerum  haec  de  ipsis  cogitare,  nobis 
per  ipsos  integrum  non  est:  formam  enim  et  rationem  suam 
inquirendi^  et  ipsi  profitentur  S  et  scripta  eorum  ejusdem  ex* 
pressam  imaginem  pr»  se  ferunt  Ea  non  alia  fuit^  quam  ut  ab 
exemplis  quibusdam  quibus  sensus  plurimum  assueyerat^  ad  con- 
clusiones  maxime  generales  siye  principia  scientiarum  adyo* 
larent:  ad  quorum  immotam  yeritatem^  conclusiones  inferiores 
per  media  deriyarent:  ex  quibus  arte  constituta^  tum  demum 
si  qua  controyerua  de  aliquo  exemplo  mota  esset^  quod  placitis 

■  This  passage  and  the  corresponding  one  In  the  Redargutio  PkHosi^hiarum  (p,  582.) 
serve  to  correct  the  reading  prqfiUmwr  in  the  N€v%  Org,  I  126,-^  R.  L,  B. 
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suis  refragari  videretur,  illud  per  distinctiones  aut  regulanim 
suarum  explanationes  in  ordinem  redigerent :  aut  si  de  rerum 
particularium  causis  mentio  injiceretur^  eas.ad  speculationes 
Buas  ingeniose  accommodarent     Itaque  res   et  totius  erroris 
processuB  prorsus  patet;  nam  et  missio  ezperientisB  prsepropera 
fuity  et  conclusiones  mediie  (quie  operum  yitm  sunt)  aut  neg- 
lectse  aut  infirmo  Aindamento  imposit®  sunt;   et  sensui  ipei 
(qui  non  repnesentatur)  ingenii  quaedam  facta  est  substitutio 
illegitima  et  infelix;  et  si  qua  frequens  alicubi  inter  eorum 
scripta  inveniatur  exemplorum  et  particularium  mentio^  id  sero, 
et  postquam  jam  decretum  esset  de  placitis  suis,  factum  esse 
constat.     Nostra  autem  ratio  huic.maxime  contraria  est :  quod 
TabulsB  affatim  extra  controversiam  ponunL     Quibus  positis  et 
illud  sequitur^  admirationem  quas  quibusdam  ex  antiquis  aut  alii 
cuipiam  tribuitur,  intactam  et  imminutam  manere.     Nam  in  iis 
quflB  in  ingenio  et  meditatione  posita  sunt^  illi  mirabiles  ho- 
mines se  pr896titerunt.     Nostra  autem  talia  sunt,  quas  honunum 
ingenia  et  facultates  fere  »quant.     Nam  quemadmodum  ad  hoc» 
ut  linea  recta'   describatur^  plurimum  est  in  manus  et  visus 
facultate,  si  per   constantiam    manus  et  oculorum  judicium 
tantum  res  tentatur ;  sin  per  regulam  admotam^  non  multum  ; 
aut  ut  etiam  simplicius  verba  faciamus^  quemadmodum  ad  hoc  ut 
longa  oratio  recitetur  memoriter,  homo  memoria  pollens  ab  ho- 
mine  oblivioso  minim  in  modum  differt ;  sin  de  scripto^  non  item  : 
eadem  ratione  et  in  contemplatione  rerum  qu»  mentis  viribus  so- 
lum incumbit,  homo  homini  praestat  vel  maxime;  in  ea  autem 
quaB  per  Tabulas  fit  et  earum  usum  rite  adhibitum^  non  multo 
major  in  hominum  intellectu  eminet  inaequalitas,  quam  in  sensu 
inesse  solet.     Quin  et  ab  ingeniorum  acumine  et  agilitate,  dum 
suo   motu   feruntur,  periculum  metuimus.      Itaque  hominum 
ingeniis  non  plumas  aut  alas^  sed  plumbum  et  pondera  addimus. 
Accedit  et  illud,  quod  rem  omnium  difficillimam  (si  vis  et  con- 
tentio  adhibeatur)  per  Tabulas   nostras  sponte  secuturam  non 
diffidimus ;  banc  ipsam,  ut  postquam  homines,  primo  aditu  for- 
tasse  difficiles  et  alieni,  paulo  post  nativse  rerum  subtilitnti  quse 
oculis  suis  subjicitur  et  differentiis  in  experientia  plane  signatis 
et  expressis  assueverint,  continuo  fere  subtilitatem  verborum  et 
disputationum,  quas  hucusque  hominum  cogitationes  occupavit 
et  tenuit,  quasi  pro  re  ludicra  et  quadam  incantatione  et  spectro 
habituri  sint ;  atque  de  natura  decreturi,  quod  de  fortuna  dici 

*  recte  in  the  original. 
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Bolet,  earn  a  fronte  capillatam,  ab  occipitio  calvam  esse ;  omnem 
enim  istam  seram  et  prseposteram  snbtilitatem,  postqnam  tern- 
pus  r«rum  praeterierit,  naturam  prensare  et  captare,  sed  nunquam 
apprehendere  et  capere  posse.     Etiam  vivum  nos  et  plane  ani- 
matum  docendl  genus  adhibuisse  arbitramur.     Non  enim  scien- 
tiam  a  stirpibus  avulsam^  sed  cum  radicibus  integris  tradimus, 
ut  in  ingeniis  melioribus  velut  in  gleba  feraciore  transplantata, 
magnum  et  felix  incrementum  recipere  possit.     Nos  autem,  si 
qua  in  re  vel  male  credidimus,   vel  obdormivimus  et  minus 
attendimus^  vel  defecimus  et  inquisitionem  abrupimus,  nihilomi- 
nus  rem  ita  proposuimus^  ut  et  errores  nostril  antequam  massam 
scientisB  altius  inficiant,  notari  et  separari  possint :    atque  etiam 
ut  facilis  et  expedita  sit  laborum  nostrorum  successio  et  oon- 
tinuatio :  tum  autem  homines  vires  suas  noscent^  cum  non  eadem 
infiniti  sed   omissa  alii   praestabunt.     Etiam  illud   ludibrium 
avertisse  videmur,  cui  frequens  nostra  operum  mentio  et  incul- 
catio  ezponi  posset,  nisi  homines  inter  res  ipsas  versari  coegisse- 
mus ;  hoc  est^  ut  homines  opera  quse  ab  aliis  exigirous^  et  a  nobis 
poscerent:  facile  enim  quivis  jam  perspiciet^  non  frustra  nos  dc 
operibus  sermonem  intulisse^  cum  in  Tabulis  ipsis  paucas  nee 
noTorum  operum  designationes  et  focnora  reperiet^  atque  simul 
rationem  nostram  plane  perspiciet^  non  opera  ex  operibus  (scilicet 
ut  empirici  solent),  sed  ex  operibus  causas^  ex  causis  rursus  opera 
noYa^^ut  legitimi  naturae  interpretes,  educendi ;  atque  propterea 
evitandi  pfasmaturam  et  efTusam  a  principio  ad  opera  deflexi- 
onem,  atque  hujus  rei  legitimum  et  prsBstitutum  tempus  obser* 
vandi  et  expectandi.     Postremo  et  illud  videmur  effecisse,  ut 
homines  non  solum  de  vi  et  institute  hujus  instaurationis  nostras^ 
sed  etiam  de  mole  et  quantitate  ejus  veras  opiniones  habeant ;  ne 
forte  alicui  in  mentem  venire  possit,  hoc  quod  molimur  vastum 
quiddam  esse  et  supra  humanas  vires ;  cum  contra  plerumque 
fiat^  ut  quod  magis  utile  magis  finitum  sit :  Haec  vero  de  natura 
inquisitio,  veP  singulis  non  sit  pervia^conjunctis  vero  operis  etiam 
expedita.     Quod  ut  pateat  magis^  digestum  Tabularum  addere 
visum  est    Primas  Tabulae  sunt  de  motu ;  secundae  de  calore  et 
frigore ;   tertiae  ',  de  radiis  rerum  et  impressionibus  ad  distans ; 
quartae^  de  vegetatione  et  vitis ;  quintae^  de  passionibus  corporis 
animalis ;  sextas^  de  sensu  et  objectis ;  septimae,  de  affectibus  ani- 

>  nota  In  the  orij{lnal. 

*  So  in  the  original.     I  suspect  that  several  words  have  been  left  out 

*  terra  in  the  original 
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mi ;  octaTiB,  de  mente  et  ejus  fSEu^uItatibiu.  Atque  h»  Tabnltt  ad 
natur»  separatioiiem  pertinent,  et  sunt  ex  parte  formse.  Ad 
oonBtructionem  autem  natiir»  pertinent,  et  ex  parte  materiae 
sunt,  Tabulfld  qu»  sequuntor.  None,  de  architectura  mundi ; 
decimae,  de  relatiYis  magnis,  rive  accidentibus  essentias ;  un- 
decimas,  de  corporum  congistentiiB,  siye  inaequalitate  partium ; 
duodecimal,  de  spedebus  rive  rerum  fabricb  et  societatibus  or- 
dinariis:  decimao  tertias,  de  relativis  parvis,  sive  proprietatibus; 
ut  universa  inquiritio  per  Tredecim  Tabulae  absolvatur.  Minorca 
autem  Tabulas  (quas  specilla  appellamua)  ex  occasione  et  usu . 
praesenti  conficimus.  Neque  enim  in  illis  ipsis  ullam  nisi  per 
Tabulas  et  de  scripto  inquisitionem  recipimus.  Bestat  pars 
altera  mole  minor,  vi  potior;  ut  postquam  constructionem 
machinae  docuimus,  etiam  de  usu  machinae  lucem  et  consilia 
prasbeamus. 
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PREFACE 


CALOR    ET  FRIGUS. 


The  following  fragment^  which  was  fint  printed  bj  Stephens 
from  a  MS.  in  Bacon's  own  hand,  then  belonging  to  the  Earl 
of  Oxford^  and  now  in  the  British  Museum  (Harl.  6855.),  is 
here  reprinted  from  the  origbal.  By  the  general  title  Sequela 
Cartarum,  and  the  heading '  Sectio  ardinis,  &c.,  it  appears  to 
have  been  designed  for  the  commencement  of  a  methodical 
enquiry ;  but  it  breaks  off  at  so  early  a  sti^  that  no  new 
light  can  be  gathered  from  it;  and  the  plan  upon  which  Bacon 
at  this  time  proposed  to  jHrooeed  in  these  investigaUons  he 
afterwards  materially  altered.  For  the  final  shape  which  his 
speculations  conceming  Heat  and  Cold  took,  see  the  second 
book  of  the  Novum  Organum. 

J.  & 


*  This  heading  is  careAiUy  and  fiiirly  written  out  in  Bacon's  Boman  tiand  at  the  top 
of  every  page ;  not  in  a  single  line,  as  it  is  here  printed,  but  thus : — 

CaloretMgus 
Sectio  ordiois 
Carta  Suggestionis. 
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SEQUELA  CARTARUM ; 

SITE 

INQUISITIO  LEGITIMA  DE  GALORE  ET  FRIGORE. 


Sectio  Ordints. 
Carta  Suggestianis,  sive  Memoria  Fix€u 

The  0an-beam8  hot  ^  to  sense. 

The  moon-beams  not  hotS  hot  rather  conoeived  to  have  a 
quality  of  cold,  for  that  the  greatest  colds  are  noted  to  be  about 
tiie  fuU,  and  the  greatest  heats  about  the  change.'     Qu. 

The  beams  of  the  stars  have  no  sensible  heat  by  themselves ; 
but  are  conceived  to  have  an  augmentative  heat  of  the  sun- 
beams by  the  instances  following. 

The  same  climate  arctic  and  antarctic  are  observed  to  differ 
in  cold,  vt  that  the  antarctic  is  the  more  cold,  and  it  is 
manifest  the  antarctic  hemisphere  is  thinner  pknted  of 
stars. 
The  heats  observed  to  be  greater  in  July  than  in  June ; 
at  which  time  the  sun  is  nearest  the  greatest  fixed  stars, 

>  spelt  whott  in  MS.,  and  so  throngbout. 

*  Compere  on  this  point  Vol.  L  pp.  239.  and  624.  Since  Mr.  Ellis's  notes  on  those 
passages  were  in  type,  a  more  decisive  experiment  appears  to  haye  been  made  as  to  the 
calorific  property  of  the  moon's  rays.  In  Mr.  C.  Pianl  Smyth's  **  Notes  of  Proceed- 
ings during  the  Astronomical  Expedition  to  Teneriffe,"  date  14  Oct.  1666, 1  find  the 
following  paragraph :  — ^'^  Happier  was  the  enquiry  into  the  radiation  of  the  moon,  by 
means  of  the  Admiralty  delicate  thermomultlplier,  lent  by  Mr.  Gassiot  The  pod- 
tioo  of  the  moon  was  by  no  means  fkyourable,  being,  on  the  night  of  the  ftill,  19  deg. 
south  of  the  equator ;  but  the  air  was  perfectly  calm,  and  the  rare  atmosphere  so  fii- 
vourable  (o  radiation,  that  a  very  sensible  amount  of  heat  was  found,  both  on  this  and 
the  following  night  The  absolute  amount  was  small,  being  about  one-third  of  that 
radiated  by  a  candle  at  a  distance  of  16  feet ;  but  the  perfect  capacity  of  the  instru- 
ment to  measure  smaller  quantities  still,  and  the  conflrmatoiy  result  of  groupa  of 
several  hundred  obaervatlons,  leave  no  doubt  of  tlie  feet  of  our  having  been  able  to 
measure  here  a  quantity  which  is  so  small  as  to  be  altogether  inappreciable  at  lower 
alUtudes." 

'  The  last  clause  is  omitted  in  the  Novum  Organum. 
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vt.  Cor  Leonis,  Cauda  Leonis^  Spica  Virgmi8>  Sirius^ 

Canlcula. 
The  conjunction  of  any  two  of  the  three  highest  planets 

noted  to  cause  great  heats.    . 
Comets  conceiyed  hj  some  to  be  as  well  causes  as  effects 

of  heat>  much  more  the  stars. 

The  sun-beams  have  greater  heat  when  they  are  more  per- 
pendicular than  when  they  are  more  oblique :  as  appeareth  in 
difference  of  regions^  and  the  differences  of  the  times  of  sum- 
mer and  winter  in  the  same  region;  and  chiefly  in  the  differ- 
ence of  the  hours  of  mid-4ay>  mornings  evening  in  the  same 
day. 

The  heats  more  extreme  in  July  and  August  than  in  May 
or  June;  commonly  imputed  to  the  stay  and  continuance  of 
heat. 

The  heats  more  extreme  under  the  tropics  than  under  the 
line  ;  commonly  imputed  to  the  stay  and  continuance  of  heat, 
because  the  sun  there  doth  as  it  were  double  a  cape. 

The. heats  more  about  three  or  four  of  clock  than  at  noon; 
commonly  imputed  to  the  stay  and  continuance  of  heat 

The  sun  noted  to  be  hotter  when  it  shineth  forth  between 
clouds,  than  when  the  sky  is  open  and  serene. 

The  middle  region  of  the  air  hath  manifest  effects  of  cold, 
notwithstanding  locally  it  be  nearer  the  sun ;  commonly  im- 
puted to  antiperistasis,  assuming  that  the  beams  of  the  sun  are 
hot  either  by  approach  or  by  reflexion,  and  that  falleth  in  the 
middle  term  between  both ;  or  if,  as  some  conceive,  it  be  only 
by  reflexion,  then  the  cold  of  that  region  resteth  chiefly  upon 
distance.  The  instances  shewing  the  cold  of  that  region  are, 
the  snows  which  descend,  the  hails  which  descend,  and  the  . 
snows  and  extreme^  colds  which  are  upon  high  mountains. 

But  qtu  of  such  mountains  as  adjoin  to  sandy  vales,  and  not 
to  fruitful  vales,  which  minister  no  vapours;  or  of  mountiunB 
above  the  region  of  vapours,  as  is  reported  of  Olympus,  where 
any  inscription  upon  the  ashes  of  the  altar  remained  untouched 
of  wind  or  dew.  And  note  it  is  also  reported  that  men  car- 
ried up  sponges  with  vinegar  to  thicken  their  breath,  the  air 
growing  too  fine  for  respiration,  which  seemeth  not  to  stand 
with  coldness. 

The  clouds  make  a  mitigation  of  the  heat  of  the  sun/    So 

I  T    3 
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doth  the  interposition  of  any  body^  which  we  term  shades ;  but 
yet  the  nights  in  summer  are  many  times  as  hot  to  the  feeling 
of  men's  bodies  as  the  days  are  within  doors,  where  the  beams 
of  the  sun  actually  beat  not.^ 

There  is  no  other  nature  of  heat  known  irom  the  celestial 
bodies  or  from  the  air,  but  that  which  comeih  by  the  sun-beams. 
For  in  the  countries  near  the  pole,  we  see  the  extreme  colds 
even  in  the  summer  months,  as  in  the  voyage  of  Nova  Zembla, 
where  they  could  not  disengage  their  barque  from  the  ice,  no 
not  in  July,  and  met  with  great  mountains  of  ice  some  float- 
ing some  fixed,  at  that  time  of  the  year,  being  the  heart  of 
summer. 

The  caves  under  the  earth  noted  to  be  warmer  in  winter 
than  in  summer,  and  so  the  waters  that  spring  from  within  the 
earth. 

Great  quantity  of  sulphur,  and  sometimes  naturally  burning 
after  the  manner  of  JEtna,  in  Iceland;  the  like  written  of 
Grronland,  and  divers  other  the  cold  countries.^ 

The  trees  in  the  cold  countries  are  such  as  are  fuller  of  rosin, 
pitch,  tar,  which  are  matters  apt  for  fire,  and  the  woods  them- 
selves more  combustible  than  those  in  much  hotter  countries ; 
as,  for  example,  fir,  pineapple,  juniper :  Qu.  whether  theu:  trees 
of  the  same  kind  that  ours  are,  as  oak  and  ash,  bear  not,  in  the 
more  cold  countries,  a  wood  more  brittle  and  ready  to  take  fire 
than  the  same  kinds  with  us  ? 

The  sun-beams  heat  manifestly  by  reflexion,  as  in  countries 
pent  in  with  hills,  upon  walls  or  buildings,  upon  pavements, 
upon  gravel  more  than  earth,  upon  arable  more  tiian  grass, 
upon  rivers  if  they  be  not  very  open,  &c. 

The  uniting  or  collection  of  the  sun-beams  multiplieth  heat, 
as  in  burning-glasses,  which  are  made  thinner*  in  the  middle 
than  on  the  sides  (as  I  take  it  contrary  to  spectacles) ;  and 
the  operation  of  them  is,  as  I  remember,  first  to  place  them  be- 
tween the  sun  and  the  body  to  be  fired,  and  then  to  draw  them 
upward  towards  the  sun,  which  it  is  true  maketh  the  angle  of 

>  Tb<  Ibnowing  note  is  inserted  here  in  the  margin : — No  doubt  but  infinite  power 
of  the  heat  of  the  sun  in  cold  countries,  though  it  be  not  to  the  analogjr  of  men,  and 
fruits,  &C. 

'  Opposite  to  this  and  to  the  nine  preceding  paragraphs,  is  written  In  the  manfaa 
Aug, 

•  So  MS.  Compare  Vol;  I.  p.  241 .  (where  the  error  is  avoided,  though  not  corrected) 
and  p.  253.  note  1. 
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the  cone  Bharper.  But  then  I  take  it  if  the  glass  had  been  first 
placed  at  the  same  distance  to  which  it  is  after  drawn,  it  would 
not  have  had  that  force.  And  yet  that  had  been  all  one  to  the 
sharpness  of  the  angle.  Qv. 

So  in  that  the  sun's  beams  are  hotter  perpendicularly  than 
obliquely^  it  may  be  imputed  to  the  union  of  the  beams,  which 
in  case  of  perpendicularity  reflect  into  the  very  same  lines  with 
the  direct;  and  the  further  from  perpendicularity  the  more 
obtuse  the  angle,  and  the  greater  distance  between  the  direct 
beam  and  the  reflected  beam. 

The  sun-beams  raise  vapours  out  of  the  earth,  and  when  they 
withdraw  they  fall  back  in  dews. 

The  sun-beams  do  many  times  scatter  the  mists  which  are  in 
the  mornings. 

The  sun-beams  cause  the  divers  returns  of  the  herbs,  plants^ 
and  fruits  of  the  earth ;  for  we  see  in  lemon-trees  and  the  like, 
that  liiere  is  coming  on  at  once  fruit  ripe,  fruit  unripe,  and 
blossoms ;  which  may  shew  that  the  plant  worketh  to  put  forth 
continually,  were  it  not  for  the  variations  of  the  accesses  and 
recesses  of  the  sun  which  call  forth  and  put  back. 

The  excessive  heat  of  the  sun  doth  wither  and  destroy  vege- 
tables, as  well  as  the  cold  doth  nip  and  blast  them. 

The  heat  or  beams  of  the  sun  doth  take  away  the  smell  of 
flowers,  specially  such  as  are  of  a  milder  odour. 

The  beams  of  the  sun  do  disclose  some  flowers,  as  the  pim- 
pernel^ marigold,  and  almost  all  flowers  else,  for  they  close  com- 
monly morning  and  evening  or  in  over-cast  weather,  and  open 
in  the  brightness  of  the  sun ;  which  is  but  imputed  to  dryness 
and  moisture  which  doth  make  the  beams  heavy  or  erect,  and 
not  to  any  other  propriety  in  the  sun-beams.  So  they  report 
not  only  a  closing  but  a  bending  or  inclining  in  the  keUotro- 
pium  and  ealendtdcu   Qu, 

The  sun-beams  do  ripen  all  fruits,  and  addeth  to  them  a 
sweetness  or  fatness,  and  yet  some  sultry  hot  days  overcast 
are  noted  to  ripen  more  than  bright  days. 

The  sun-beams  are  thought  to  mend  distilled  waters,  the 
glasses  being  well  stopped,  and  to  make  them  more  virtuous 
and  fragrant 

The  sun-beams  do  turn  wine  into  vinegar ;  hut  qucs.  whether 
they  would  not  sweeten  verjuice? 

TT    4 
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The  sun- beams  doth  pall  any  wbe  or  beer  that  is  set  in 
them. 

The  sun-beams  do  take  awaf  the  lustre  of  any  silks  or  arras- 
There  is  almost  no  mine  but  lieth  some  depth  in  the  earth ; 
gold  is  conceiyed  to  lie  highest  and  in  the  hottest  countries ; 
yet  Thracia  and  Hungary  are  cold^  and  the  hills  of  Scotland 
have  yielded  gold^  but  in  small  grains  or  quantity. 

If  you  set  a  root  of  a  tree  too  deep  in  the  ground  that  root 
will  perish^  and  the  stock  will  put  forth  a  new  root  nearer  the 
superficies  of  the  earth* 

Some  trees  and  plants  prosper  best  in  the  shade^  as  the 
bayes,  strawberries,  some  wood-flowers. 

Almost  all  flies  love  the  sun-beams,  so  do  snakes ;  toads  and 
worms  contrary. 

The  sun-beams  tanneth  the  skin  of  man ;  and  in  some  places 
tumeth  it  to  black. 

The  sun-beams  are  hardly  endured  by  many,  but  cause  head- 
ach,  faintness,  and  with*  many  they  cause  rheums,  yet  to  aged 
men  they  are  comfortable. 

The  sun  causes  pestilences  which  with  us  rage  about  autumn, 
but  it  is  reported  in  Barbary  they  break  up  about  June  and 
rage  most  in  the  winter. 

The  heat  of  the  sun  and  of  fire  and  living  creatures  agree 
in  some  things  which  pertain  to  vivification ;  as  the  back  of  a 
chimney  will  set  forn-ard  an  apricock-tree  as  well  as  the  sun ; 
the  fire  will  raise  a  dead  butterfly  as  well  as  the  sun  and  so 
will  the  heat  of  a  living  creature  ;  the  heat  of  the  sun  in  sand 
will  hatch  an  egg :  qu. 

The  heat  of  the  sun  in  the  hottest  countries  nothing  so 
violent  as  that  of  fire,  no  not  scarcely  so  hot  to  the  sense  as 
that  of  a  living  creature. 

The  sun  a  fountain  of  light  as  well  as  heat  The  other 
celestial  bodies  manifest  in  light,  and  yet  non  constat  whether 
all  borrowed  as  in  the  moon  ^  but  obscure  in  heat 

The  southern  and  western  wind  with  us  is  the  warmest, 
whereof  the  one  bloweth  from  the  sun  the  other  from  the  sea, 
the  northern  and  eastern  the  more  cold ;  qu.  whether  in  the 
coast  of  Florida  or  at  Brasil  the  east  wind  be  not  the  warmest 

*  Tbe  words  an</ y«<     ....     moon  are  interlined  in  the  MS. 
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and  the  west  the  coldest^  and  bo  beyond  the  antarctic  tropic 
the  southern  wind  the  coldest. 

The  air  useth  to  be  extreme  hot  before  thunders. 

The  sea  and  air  ambient  appeareth  to  be  hotter  than  that  at 
land ;  for  in  the  northern  voyages  two  or  three  degrees  farther 
at  the  open  sea  they  find  less  ice  than  two  or  three  degrees 
more  south  near  land :  but  qu.  for  that  may  be  by  reason  of  the 
shores  and  shallows. 

The  snows  dissolve  fastest  upon  the  sea-coasts  yet  the 
winds  are  counted  the  bitterest  firom  the  sea^  and  such  as  trees 
will  bend  from.     Qu. 

The  streams  or  clouds  of  brightness  which  appear  in  the 
firmament^  being  such  through  which  the.  stars  may  be  seen, 
and  shoot  not  but  rest,  are  signs  of  heat. 

The  pillars  of  light  which  are' seen  upright  and  do  commonly 
shoot  and  Vary  are  signs  of  cold,  but  both  these  are  signs  of 
drought. 

The  vir  when  it  is  moved  is  to  the  sense  colder,  as  in  winds, 
fannings,  ventilabrcu 

The  air  in  things  fibrous,  as  fleeces,  furs,  &c.  warm,  and 
those  stufls  to  the  feeling  warm. 

The  water  to  man's  body  seemeth  colder  than  the  air,  and 
so  in  summer  in  swimming  it  seemeth  at  the  first  going  in ; 
and  yet  after  one  hath  been  in  a  while  at  the  coming  forth 
again  the  air  seemeth  colder  than  the  water. 

The  snow  more  cold  to  the  sense  than  water,  and  the  ice 
than  snow,  and  they  have  in  Italy  means  to  keep  snow  and 
ice  for  the  cooling  of  their  drinks :  qu.  whether  it  be  so  in 
froth  in  respect  of  the  liquor. 

Baths  of  hot  water  feel  hottest  at  the  first  going  in. 

The  frost  dew  whieh  we  see  in  hoar  frost  and  in  the  rymes 
upon  trees  or  the  like  accounted  more  mortifying  cold  than 
snow,  for  snow  cherisheth  the  ground  and  any  thing  sowed  in 
it,  the  other  biteth  and  killeth. 

Stone  and  metal  ezceediug  cold  to  the  feeling  more  than 
wood,  yea  more  than  jet  or  amber  or  horn  which  are  no  less 
smooth. 

The  snow  is  ever  in  the  winter  season,  but  the  hail  which  is 
more  of  the  nature  of  ice  is  ever  in  the  summer  season  ; 
whereupon  it  is  conceived  that  as  the  hollows  of  the  earth  are 
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wannest  in  the  winter,  bo  that  region  of  the  air  is  eoldest  in 
the  summer,  as  if  thej  were  a  fugaeo  f  the  natare  of  either 
from  the  contrary,  and  a  collecting  itsetf  to  an  union  and  so  to 
a  further  strength. 

So  in  the  shades  under  trees  in  the  sammer  whi<^  stand 
in  an  open  field,  the  shade  noted  to  be  colder  than  in  a  wood. 

Cold  effecteth  congelation  in  liquors  so  as  they  do  consist 
and  hold  together  which  before  did  run. 

Cold  breaketh  glasses  if  they  be  close  stopped  in  irost,  when 
the  liquor  fireezeth  within. 

Cold  in  extreme  maketh  metals  that  are  dry  and  brittle 
cleft  and  crack,  ^raque  dissiliunt ;  so  of  pots  of  earth  and 
glass. 

Cold  maketh  bones  of  living  creatures  more  fragile. 

Cold  maketh  living  creatures  to  swell  in  the  joints  and  the 
blood  to  clot  and  turn  more  blue. 

Bitter  frosts  do  make  all  drinks  to  taste  more  dead  and  flat 

Cold  maketh  the  arters  and  flesh  more  asper  and  rough. 

Cold  causes  rhemns  and  distillations  by  compressing  the  brain, 
and  lazes  by  like  reason. 

Cold  increases  appetite  in  the  stoniach  and  willingness  to 
stir. 

Cold  maketh  the  fire  to  scald  and  sparkle. 

Paracelsus  reporteth  that  if  a  glass  of  wine  be  set  upon  a 
tarras  in  a  bitter  frost  it  will  leave  some  liquor  unfrozen  in  Ae 
centre  of  the  glass,  which  excelleth  spiritus  vtni  drawn  by  fire. 

Cold  in  Muscovy  and  the  like  countries  causes  those  parts 
which  are  voidest  of  blood,  as  the  nose,  the  ears,  the  toes,  the 
fingers,  to  mortify  and  rot ;  specially  if  you  come  suddenly  to 
fire  af);er  you  have  been  in  the  air  abroad,  they  are  sure  to 
moulder  and  dissolve.  They  use  for  remedy  as  is  said  washing 
in  snow  water. 

If  a  man  come  out  of  a  bitter  cold  suddenly  to  the  fire  he  is 
ready  to  swoon  or  overcome. 

So  contrariwise  at  Nova  Zembla  when  they  opened  their 
doOr  at  times  to  go  fori&  he  that  opened  the  door  was  in 
danger  to  overcome.* 

The  quantity  of  fish  in  the  cold  countries,  Norway,  &c.  very 
abundant. 

*  Sec  Three  Voyages,  &c.  Hackl.  Soc.  1853,  p,  130. 
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The  qoantity  of  fowl  and  eggs  laid  in  the  diffii  in  great 
abundance. 

In  Noya  Zembla  they  found  no  beast  but  bears  and  foxes^ 
whereof  the  bears  gave  over  to  be  seen  about  September,  and 
then  the  foxes  began.^ 

Meat  will  keep  from  putrifying  longer  in  frosty  weather^ 
than  at  other  times. 

In  Iceland  they  keep  fish  by  exposing  it  to  the  cold  from 
putrifying  without  salt. 

The  nature  of  man  endureth  the  colds  in  the  countries  of 
Scricfinnia»  Biarmia,  Lappia,  Iceland,  Gronland ;  and  that  not 
by  perpetual  keeping  in  in  stoves  in  the  winter  time  as  they  do 
in  Russia,  but  contrariwise  their  chief  fairs  and  intercourse  is 
written  to  be  in  the  winter,  because  the  ice  evens*  and  levelleth 
the  passages  of  waters,  plashes,  &c. 

A  thaw  after  a  frost  doth  greatly  rot  and  mellow  the  grotmd. 

Extreme  cdid  hurteth  the  eyes  and  causes  blindness  in  many 
beasts,  as  is  reported. 

The  cold  maketh  any  solid  substance,  as  wood,  stone,  metal, 
put  to  the  flesh  to  cleave  to  it  and  to  pull  the  flesh  after  it, 
and  so  put  to  any  doth  that  is  moist. 

Cold  maketb  the  pilage  of  beasts  more  thick  and  long,  as 
foxes  of  Muscovy,  sables,  &c. 

Cold  maketh  the  pilage  of  most  beasts  incline  to  grayness  or 
whiteness,  as  foxes,  bears,  and  so  the  plumage  of  fowls,  and 
maketh  also  the  crests  of  cocks  and  didr  feet  white,  as  is 
reported. 

Extreme  colds  will  make  nails  leap  out  of  the  walls  and  out 
of  locks'  and  the  like* 

Extreme  cold  maketh  leather  to  be  stiff  like  horn. 

In  frosty  weather  the  stars  appear  dearest  and  most 
sparkling. 

In  the  change  from  frost  to  open  weather  or  from  open 
weather  to  frosts,  conunonly  great  mists. 

In  extreme  colds  any  thing  never  so  little  which  arresteth 
the  air  maketh  it  to  congeal ;  as  we  see  in  cobwebs  in  windows, 
which  is  one  of  the  least  and  weakest  thrids  that  is  and  yet 
drops  gather  about  it  like  chains  of  pearl. 

>  **  Before  the  sun  began  to  decline  we  «iw  na  foxes,  and  then  the  bean  used  to  go 
firom  us."— ^acA2.  Soe.  1S63,  p.  120. 

'  even  in  MS.  ■  Qu.  whether  !oek€$  or  lockers. 
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So  in  frosts,  the  inside  of  glass  windows  gathereth  a  dew ; 
qu.  if  not  more  vrithout. 

Qu.  Whether  the  sweating  of  marble  and  stones  be  in  frost 
or  towards  rain. 

Oil  in  time  of  frost  gathereth  to  a  substance  as  of  tallow^ 
and  it  is  said  to  sparkle  some  time  so  as  it  giyeth  a  light  in  the 
dark. 

The  countries  which  lie  coyered  with  snow  have  a  hastier 
maturation  of  all  grain  than  in  other  countries,  all  being  within 
three  months  or  thereabouts. 

Qu.  It  is  said  that  compositions  of  honey,  as  mead  ^  do  ripen 
and  are  most  pleasant  in  the  great  colds. 

The  frosts  with  ns  are  casual  and  not  tied  to  any  months, 
so  as  they  are  not  merely  caused  by  the  recess  of  the  sun,  but 
mixed  mth  some  inferior  causes.  In  the  inlands  of  the  northern 
countries  as  in  Russia  the  weather  for  the  three  or  four  months 
of  November,  December,  January,  February,  is  constant,  vt. 
clear  and  perpetual  frost  without  snows  or  rains. 

There  is  nothing  in  our  region,  which,  by  approach  of.  a 
matter  hot,  will  not  take  heat  by  transition  or  excitation. 

There  is  nothing  hot  here  with  us  but  is  in  a  kind  of  con* 
sumption  if  it  carry  heat  in  itself;  for  all  fired  things  are 
ready  to  consume,  chafed  things  are  ready  to  fire,  and  the 
heat  of  men's  bodies  needeth  aliment  to  restore. 

The  transition  of  heat  is  without  any  imparting  of  substance, 
and  yet  remaineth  after  the  body  heated  is  withdrawn ;  for  it 
is  not  like  smells,  for  they  leave  some  airs  or  parts ;  not  like 
light,  for  that  abideth  not  when  the  first  body  is  removed ;  not 
unlike  to  the  motion  of  the  loadstone,  which  is  lent  without 
adhesion  of  substance,  for  if  the  iron  be  filed  where  it  was 
rubbed,  yet  it  wUl  draw  or  turn.* 

>  meik  in  MS. 

'  On  the  back  of  the  MS.  Is  written  in  Bacon's  band 

Calor  et  Frigus 
Inquisit  Legitlma. 

And  below  this  again  he  has  written  first  In  a  clear  and  caiefiil  hand  the  word  ntWf 
and  afterwards  in  a  hurried  and  careless  hand  the  word  Fetus, 
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Th£  following  fragment  was  first  published  by  Dr.  Bawley 
in  1688^  among  the  Opuscula  Philosophica  ;  and  as  he  does  not 
mention  it  among  the  works  composed  by  Bacon  during  the 
last  five  years  of  his  life^  we  may  conclude  that  it  was  written 
before  the  Sylva  Sylvarum.  It  may  have  been,  the  commence- 
ment of  the  *'  Tables  de  Sono  "  which^  as  we  learn  from  the 
CommewtariuB  Solutus,  he  was  preparing  in  the  summer  of 
1608.  If  so>  it  must  have  been  meant  for  the  second  in  the 
series^ —  viz.  Sylva^  sive  Carta  Mater;  whence  its  second  tide, 
*^ Sylva  Soni  et  auditiis ;  "  and  had  it  been  proceeded  with,  the 
several  tables — tabula  essenticB  et  pr€Menti(By  tabula  absenticB  in 
proximo^  tabula  graduum,  &c. — would  have  followed  in  order. 
As  far  as  it  goes  however,  it  must  be  classed  among  the  rough 
collections,  not  yet  reduced  to  order  for  the  use  of  the  under- 
standing, and  appears  to  aim  at  precisely  the  same  object  as 
the  investigation  concerning  Sound  which  occupies  the  greater 
part  of  the  second  and  third  centuries  of  the  Sylva  Sylvarum 
(101 — 290.) ;  being  itself  in  fact  one  of  the  Sylv<B  of  which  the 
great  Sylva  was  made  up.  By  that  investigation  therefore  it 
must  be  considered  as  superseded. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  inference  of  importance  can  be 
drawn  from  a  comparison  of  the  two ;  but  to  make  the  com- 
parison easier,  I  have  referred  in  the  footnotes  to  the  corre- 
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sponding  passages  of  the  Sylva  Syhnirttnu  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  order  of  the  inquiry  is  entirely  changed ;  so  much  so  tiiat 
I  can  hardly  think  Bacon  had  the  Latin  before  him  when  he 
wrote  the  English ;  for  in  point  of  arrangement  the  Latin  seems 
to  be  the  more  systematic  of  the  two. 

J.  S. 
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SONO  ET  AUDITU,  ET  DE  FORMA  SONI  ET  LATENTE 
PEOCESSU  SONI; 

SIVE  SYLVA  SONI  ET  AUDITUa 


De  generatione  soni,  et  prima  percussione. 

De  daratione  soni,  et  de  interita  et  extinctione  soni. 

De  confusione  et  perturbatione  soni. 

De  adventitiis  auxiliis  et  impedimentis  soni. 

De  hffisione  soni,  et  yarietate  mediorum. 

De  penetratione  soni. 

De  delatione  soni,  et  directione  sea  fasione  ejus,  et  de  area  quam 

occupat,  simul,  et  separatim. 
De  corporum  diversitate  qu89  reddunt   sonum,   et  instrumentis,  et 

de  speciebus  soni  quas  occurrunt. 
De  multiplicationey  augmentatione,  diminutione,  et  fractione  sonorum. 
De  repercussione  soni,  et  echo. 
De  conjugiis  et  dissidiis  audibiliam  et  yisibilium,  et  aliarum,  quas 

vocantj  specierum  spiritualium. 
De  celeritate  generationis  et  extinctionis  soni,  et  tempore  in  quo 

fiunt. 
De  affinitate,  aut  nulla  affinitate,  quam  habet  sonos  cum  motu  aeris, 

in  quo  defertur,  local!  et  manifesto. 
De  communicatione  aeris  percussi  et  elisi  cum  aere  et  corporibus 

Tel  spiritibus  ipsorum  ambientibus. 
De  efformatione,  sive  articulatione  soni. 
De  ipsissima  impressione  soni  ad  sensum. 
De  organo  auditus,  ejusque  dispositione  et  indispositione,  auxiliis  et 

impedimentis. 
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De  sono  et  audita  inter  prima  inquisitionem  instituere  visum 
est  Etenim  expedit  intellectui,  et  tanquam  ad  salubritatem 
ejus  pertinet,  ut  contemplationes  spiritualium  (quas  vocant) 
specierum^  et  operationum  ad  distans^  misceantur  cum  coutem- 
platione  eorum  qa»  operantur  tantum  per  commuuicationem 
substantise  ad  tactum.  Deinde  obaervationes  de  sonis  pepere- 
runt  nobis  Artem  Musicse.  lUud  autem  solenne  est  et  quasi 
perpetuum^  cum  experimenta  et  obseryationes  coaluerint  in 
artem^  Mathematicam  et  Practicam  intendi,  Physicam  deseri. 
Quinetiam  Optica  paulo  melius  se  habet ;  non  enim  tantum 
pictura  et  pulchritudo  et  symmetria  Optics  proponuntur ;  sed 
contemplatio  onmium  visibilinm.  At  Musice^  tantum  toni 
harmonic!.     Itaque  de  sonis  videndum.^ 


1  Compare  Sylva  Sylvarwn ;  introduction  to  Exp.  115.,  &c.  This  paragraph  is 
printed  in  the  original  as  if  it  were  part  of  the  ta)>le  of  cootents  which  precedes.  I 
have  introduced  the  maris  of  separation  and  distinction  of  type,  it  being  obviously 
Intended  for  the  adiiu9  or  general  introduction  to  the  whole  treatise. 
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DX 

SONO   ET   AUDIT  D,   ET    DE    FORMA    SONI, 
ET  LATENTE  PROCESSU  SONI; 

6IVK 

SYLVA  SONI  ET  AUDITUS. 


De  generatione  soniy  et  prima  percussione. 

CoLLisiO,  eive  elisio^  ut  vocant,  aeris,  quam  volunt  esse 
causam  soni^  nee  formam  nee  latentem  processum  denotat  soni, 
sed  Tocabulum  ignorantias  est  et  levis  contemplationis.^ 

Sonus  diffunditur  et  labitur  tarn  levi  impulsu  in  sua  genera- 
tione ;  item  tarn  longe^  idque  in  ambitum^  cum  non  multum 
pendeat  ex  prima  directione;  item  tarn  placide  absque  uUo 
motu  evidenti,  probato  vel  per  flammam,  vel  per  plumas  et 
festucas^  vel  alio  quovis  modo ;  ut  durum  plane  videatur^  soni 
Formam  esse  aliquam  elisionem  vel  motum  manifestum  loca* 
lem  aeris,  licet  hoc  EflScientis  vices  habere  possit 

Quandoquidem  sonus  tam  subito  generetur,  et  continuo 
pereat^  necesse  videtur  ut  aut  generatio  ejus  aerem  de  sua 
natura  paulum  dejiciat,  atque  interitus  ejus  eum  restituat ;  ut 
in  compressionibus  aquarum,  ubi  corpus  in  aquam  injectum 
complures  circulos  efficiat  in  aquis^  qui  proveniunt  ex  aqua 
primum  compressa^  deinde  in  suam  consistentiam  et  dimensio* 
nem  se  restituente  (id  quod  Motum  Libertatis  appellare  con- 
suevimus) ;  aut  contra,  quod  generatio  soni  sit  impressio  grata 
et  benevola,  quae  se  insinuat  aeri,  et  ad  quam  libenter  aer  se 
excitat ;  et  interitus  ejus  sit  a  vi  aliqua  inimica,  quas  aerem  eo 
motu  atque  impressione  diutius  frui  non  sinit ;  ut  in  generatione 

'  8ylv.  Sylv.  124. 
u  a  2 
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ipeius  corporis  flammie,  in  qua  generatio  flammte  videtor  fieri 
alacriter,  sed  ab  aere  et  inimicia  circumfusis  cito  destruL^ 

Fistulatio  quse  fit  per  os  absque  aliqua  admota  fistula,  possit 
efiici  sugendo  anhelitum  versus  interiora  palati,  non  solum 
extrudendo  anhelitum  ad  extra.  Atque  plane  omnis  sorbitio 
aeris  ad  interius  dat  sonum  nonnullum.'  Quod  dignum  admo- 
dum  notatu  videatur :  quia  sonus  generatur  in  contrarium  motus 
manifesti  aeris,  ut  prima  aeris  impulsio  videatur  plane  effidens 
remotum,  nee  sit  ex  forma  sonL 

Similiter  si  aocipiatur  vitreum  ovum,  atque  per  parvum  fora- 
men aer  fortiter  exsugatur ;  deinde  foramen  cera  obturetur,  et 
ad  tempus  dimittatur ;  post  cera  a  foramine  auferatur;  audies 
manifeste  sibilum  aeris  intrantis  in  ovum,  tractum  scilicet  ab 
aere  interiore,  qui  post  violentam  rarefactionem  se  restituit. 
Ut  hoc  quoque  experimento  generetur  sonus  in  contrarium 
motus  manifesti  aeris. 

Similiter,  in  ludicro  illo  instrumento  quod  vocatur  lyra 
Judaica,  tenendo  latent  inter  dentes  vibratur  lingula  ferrea 
tracta  ad  exterius,  sed  resilit  interius  ad  aerem  in  pakto,  et 
inde  creatur  sonus. 

Atque  in  his  tribus  experimentis  dubium  non  est,  quin  sonus 
generetur  per  percussionem  aeris  introrsum  versus  palatum  aut 
ovum  vitreum. 

Generatur  sonus  per  percussiones.  Percusfflo  ilia  fit,  vel 
aeris  ad  aerem,  vel  corporis  duri  ad  aerem,  vel  corporis  diuri  ad 
corpus  durum. 

Exemplum  percussionis  aeris  ad  aerem  maxime  viget  in  voce 
humana,  et  in  vocibus  avium  et  aliorum  animalium ;  deinde  in 
instrumentis  musicis  qu9  excitantur  per  iuflationem :  etiam  in 
bombardis  et  sclopetis,  ubi  percussio  edens  sonum  generatur 
maxime  ex  percussione  aeris  conclusi,  exeuntis  ex  ore  bombardse 
aut  sclopeti  ad  aerem  externum.  Nam  pila  indita  non  multum 
facit  ad  fragorem.  Neque  percussio  corporis  mollis  ad  corpus 
molle  tantum  representatur  in  percussione  aeris  ad  aerem, 
verum  et  aeris  ad  flammam,  ut  in  excitatione  flamm®  per  foUes ; 
etiam  flammae  inter  se,  alia  aliam  impellens,  reddunt  quendam 
mugitum;  utrum  vero  interveniat  aer,  inquiratur  ulterius. 
Etiam  omnis  flamma  subito  concepta,  si  sit  alicujus  amplitudinis, 

»  S.  S.  290.  i  Id,  191. 
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excitat  sonum  summovendo  (ut  arbitror)  aerem  magis  quam  ex 
sese  ' :  etiam  in  eruptionibus  fit  percussio  spiritus  erumpentis 
ad  aerem  ambientem;  ut  in  crepitaculis  quae  fiunt  ex  foliis 
siccisy  aut  sale  nigro^  et  multia  aliis  immissis  in  ignem  ;  e\  in 
tonitru,  vel  erampente  spiritu  e  nube,  vel  yolutante  et  agitato, 
utfit  in  tonitru  magis  surdo  et  prolongato;  etiam  solet  (ad 
ladicrum)  folium  ro8»  viridis  contractum  ut  aerem  contineat, 
super  dorsum  manus  aut  frontem  percussum^  crepare  per  eru- 
ptionum  aeris.' 

Exempla  percussionis  corporis  duri  ad  aerem  ostendunt  se  in 
instruraentis  musicis  sonantibus  per  chordas;  in  sibilo  sagittas 
Tolantis  per  aerem;  in  flagellatione  aeris,  licet  non  percutiat 
corpus  durum ;  etiam  in  organis  musicis  editur  sonus  per  aerem 
percutientem  aquam  in  fistula  ilia  quam  vocant  lusciniolam, 
quse  reddit  sonum  perpetuo  tremulum^  in  mota  aqua  et  rursus 
se  recipiente  :  etiam  in  ludicris  instrumentis  quibus  se  oblectant 
pueri  {Gallos  vocant)  ad  imitationem  yocum  avium':  similiter 
in  aliis  hydraulicis. 

Exempla  percussionis  corporis  duri  ad  corpus  durum  se  osten- 
dunt vel  simpliciter  vel  cum  communicatioDC  aeris  nonnihil 
conclusi^  prsBter  ilium  aerem  qui  secatur  sive  eliditur  inter 
corpora  dura  percussa ;  simpliciter^  ut  in  omni  maUeatione,  sen 
pulsatione  corporum  durorum ;  cum  communicatione  aeris  in- 
clusi^  ut  in  campanis  et  tympanis. 

Lapis  injectus  fortiter  in  aquam  reddit  sonum ;  atque  etiam 
gutt»  pluvi»  cadentes  super  aquam ;  nee  minus  unda  pulsans 
undam  :  in  quibus  percussio  fit  inter  corpus  durum  et  aquam. 

Yidetur  in  generatione  omnis  soni  iUud  constans  esse,  ut 
aliquae  sint  partes  aeris,  utque  requiratur  aer  inter  corpora  per- 
cussa ;  qui  aer,  in  percussione  corporis  duri  ad  aerem,  et  corporis 
duri  ad  corpus  durum,  videtur  manifesto  secari  aut  elidi.  Arbitror 
flammam  ad  hoc  posse  sufficere,  vice  aeris :  veluti  si  inter  flammas 
majores  sonet  campana,  aut  lapides  percutiantur :  at  in  percussi- 
onibus  aeris  ad  aerem  elisio  aut  separatio  ilia  videtur  obscurior, 
sed  tantum  videtur  aer  verberari  et  impelli,  idque  molliter  admo- 
dum  in  voce  leni.  Attamen  necesse  videtur,  etiam  in  hoc  genere, 
ut  sit  aliqua  elisio  aeris  percussi  per  aerem  percutientem :  nam 
etiam  in  aere  moto  per  flabellum,  aer  a  latere ;  et  emisso  aere 

"  S.S.  119.  «  Id.  123.  «  Id.  172. 
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per  fulles,  cttrrena  ille  aeris  qui  emittitinr;  dividit  reliqnum 
aerem.  Yeram  de  hoc  genere  elisionis  aeris,  quod  fit  ubi  aeris 
percussio  ad  aerem  edit  soniim,  at  in  voce^  inquiiatur  ulteriua. 

Merito  dubitatur,  utram  percussio  ilia  qose  edit  sonum  cum 
aer  percutitur  per  chordam  aut  alias,  fiat  ab  initio,  cum  aer 
resiliente  chorda  percutitur ;  aut  paulo  post,  videlicet  densato 
per  primam  percusdonem  aere,  et  deinde  pnostante  vices  tan- 
quam  corporis  duri. 

Ubi  redditur  sonus  per  percussionem  aeris  ad  aerem,  requiritur 
ut  sit  incarceratio  aut  conclusio  aeris  in  aliquo  concavo ;  ut  in 
fistulando  per  os;  in  tibiis;  in  barbito;  in  voce,  quse  participat 
ubi  aer  includitur  in  cavo  oris  aut  gutturis.^  In  percussione 
corporis  duri  ad  aerem  requiritur  durities  corporis,  et  citus 
motus ;  et  interdum  communicatio  cum  concavo,  ut  in  dthara, 
lyra,  flagellatione  aeris,  etc.  At  in  percussione  corporis  duri  ad 
corpus  durum  minus  requiritur  concavum,  aut  celer  motus. 

Fabulantur  de  pulvere  pyrio  albo,  qui  prsBstaret  percussionem 
absque  sono.  Certum  est  nitrum,  quod  est  album,  ad  exuffla* 
tionem  plurimum  valere,  ita  tamen  ut  pemicitas  incensionis  et 
percussionem  et  sonum  multum  promoveat :  cita  autem  incensio 
ex  carbone  salicis  nuixime  causatur,  qui  est  niger.  Igitur  si  fiat 
compositio  ex  sulphure  et  nitro  et  ex  modico  camphorse,  fieri 
potest  ut  incensio  sit  tardior,  et  percussio  non  ita  vibrans  et 
acuta :  unde  multum  possit  diminui  de  sono ;  sed  etiam  cum 
jactura  in  fortitudine  percussionis.    De  hoc  inquiratur  ulterius.^ 

De  duratume  goni,  et  ejvs  interitu  et  extinctione, 

DuBATio  soni  campansd  percussas  aut  chord®,  qui  videtur 
prolongari  et  sensim  extingui,  non  provenit  utique  a  prima 
percussione:  sed  trepidatio  corporis  percussi  generat  in  aere 
continenter  novum  sonum.  Nam  si  prohibeatur  Ilia  trepida- 
tio, et  sistatur  campana  aut  chorda,  pent  cito  sonus ;  ut  fit  in 
espinettis,  ubi  si  dimittitur  spina,  ut  chordam  tangat,  cessat 
sonus.' 

Campana  pensilis  in  aere  longe  clariorem  et  diuturniorem  red- 
dit  sonum,  licet  percutiatur  malleo  ad  extra,  quam  si  staret  fixa, 
et  similiter  malleo  peroutiatur.      Atque  de  diutumiore  sono 

>  S.  S.  116. 

'  8.  8.  120. ;  where  a  different  explanatloa  is  suggested.  '  Id.  207. 
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reddita  est  jam  ratio,  quia  trepidat  diutius.  Quod  vero  etiam 
primitivus  sonus  in  pensili  sit  magis  sonorus,  in  stante  minus, 
amplius  inquirendum  est. 

Similiter  scyphus  argenteus  aut  vitreus  talitro  percussus,  si 
sibi  permittatur,  sonum  edit  clariorem  et  diutumiorem ;  quod  si 
pes  scyphi  altera  manu  teneatur  fixus,  longe  hebetiorem  et 
breyioris  morss. 

Qui  redditur  in  barbito  aut  cithara  sonus,  manifesto  non  fit 
a  percussione  inter  digitum  aut  calamum  et  chordam;  seu 
inter  digitum  aut  calamum  et  aerem :  sed  impellente  digito,  ac 
tum  resiliente  chorda,  et  resiliendo  percutiente  aerem.  Itaque 
cum  chorda  movetur  plectro,  non  digito  aut  calamo,  continuari 
potest  sonus  ad  placitum,  propter  asperitatem  fili  plectri  resina 
parum  obducti ;  unde  non  labitur  per  chordam,  nee  eam  semel 
percutit,  sed  haeret,  eamque  continenter  vexat ;  ex  quo  motu 
sonus  continuatur.^ 

Potest  sumi  in  argumentum,  quod  sonus  sit  plane  genus 
quoddam  motus  localis  in  aere,  quod  ita  subito  pereat.  Quia 
in  omni  sectione  aut  impulsione  aeris,  aer  aSatim  se  recipiat  et 
restituat ;  quod  etiam  aqua  facit  per  multos  circulos,  licet  non 
tarn  velociter  quam  aer.' 

De  confurione  et  perturbatione  soni. 

In  actu  visus  visibilia  ex  una  parte  non  impediunt  visibilia  ex 
aliis  partibus ;  quin  universa  qu»  se  offerunt  undiquaque  visi- 
bilia, terrse,  aquas,  sylvas,  sol,  sedificia,  homines,  simul  ob  oculos 
reprsesentantur.  Quod  si  totidem  voces  aut  soni  ex  diversis 
partibus  simul  salirent,  confunderetur  plane  auditus,  nee  ea 
distincte  percipere  posset.' 

Major  sonus  confundit  minorem,  ut  nee  exaudiatur :  at  species 
spirituales  (ut  loquuntur)  diversi  generis  a  sono  non  confundunt 
sonum,  sed  omnia  simul  et  semel  hasrent  in  aere,  alterum  altero 
parum  aut  nihil  conturbante;  veluti  lux,  aut  color,  calor  et 
frigus,  odores,  virtutes  magneticao;  omnia  haec  simul  possunt 
haarere  in  aere,  nee  tamen  magnopere  impediunt  vel  conturbant 
sonos.^ 

Causa  cur  plura  visibilia  simul  ad  oculum  reprassentantur, 

>  S.  S.  137.  '  Id.  124,  125.  •  Id.  224.  *  Id.  226»  227. 
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altero  alterum  non  confundente,  ea  omnino  eeee  videatur ;  quod 
viaibilia  non  cemuntur,  nisi  in  lines  recta;  at  soni  audiuntur 
etiam  in  obliqua,  aut  arcuata.  Itaque  in  area  Bph»r»  yisus 
quot  objecta  deferuntar,  tot  sunt  coni  radiorum ;  neque  un- 
quam  alter  conus  in  alterum  coincidit :  neque  vertices  conorum 
in  idem  punctum  concurrunt,  quia  deferuntur  in  lineis  reeds. 
At  soni,  qui  deferuntur  per  lineas  et  rectas  et  arcuatas,  pos- 
sunt  facile  in  unum  punctum  concurrere,  itaque  confunduntur.^ 
Eadem  yidetur  causa^  cur  color  magis  yividus  colorem  magis 
obscurum  non  mergat ;  at  lux  miyor  lucem  debiliorem  obscurat 
et  condit ;  quia  lux  cemitur  in  linea  arcuata,  quemadmodum  et 
Bonus.  Nam  licet  flamma  ipsa  candel»  non  cemitur  nid  in 
linea  recta,  tamen  lux  undique  circumfusa  perfertur  ad  visum 
in  lineis  arcuatis,  quoad  corpus  candels.  Similis  est  ratio  soils 
aut  flammie.  Quod  si  opponatur,  neque  ipsam  lucem  cemi  nisi 
in  recta  linea  ab  aere  illuminate,  yerum  est :  yerum  id  arbitror 
etiam  accidere  sono ;  neque  enim  auditur  sonus  nisi  in  lineis 
rectis  ab  aliqua  parte  sphsersB  soni,  quo  prima  pulsatio  perdngit. 
Attamen  color,  qui  nihil  aliud  est  quam  lucis  imago  inasqualiter 
reflexa,  tarn  debiles  circumfundit  species,  ut  aerem  circumfusum 
parum  aut  nihil  tingat,  nisi  ubi  deferuntur  colores  in  lineis 
rectis  inter  objectum  et  oculum. 

Fiat  experimentum  in  aulo  (Anglice  a  recorder)  duplici,  in 
quo  sit  labrum,  et  lingua,  et  guttur,  ad  utrumque  finem,  ita  ut 
applicentur  ad  unisonum :  cava  autem  fistula  existente  duplici 
et  continuata,  sonent  duo  simul.cantionem  eandemad  utrumque 
finem,  ac  notetur  utrum  confundatur  sonus,  an  amplietur,  an 
hebetetur.* 

Accipiantur  duo  cayi  trunci,  et  conjungantur  in  modum 
crucis,  ita  ut  in  loco  ubi  connectuntur  sint  peryii ;  et  loquantur 
duo  ad  directum  et  transyersum  truncum,  et  applicentur  similiter 
aures  duorum  ad  fines  oppositos,  et  notetur  utrum  yoces  se 
inyicem  confundunt.' 

De  adventitits  auxilm  et  impedimentis  soni;  de  JuBsione  soni, 
et  varietate  mediorunu 

Memini  in  camera  Cantabrigis  nonnihil  ruinosa,  ad  sufiulci- 
mentum  erectam  fuisse  columnam  ferream,  crassitudinis  pollicis 

'  S.  S.  244.  s  Id.  161.  *  U.  ibid. 
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fortasse  et  dimidii ;  earn  columnam^  baculo  aut  alias  percussam, 
lenem  sonum  exhibuisse  in  camera  ubi  stabat  columna,  at  in 
camera  qu»  subtus  erat  bombum  sonorum.^ 

Inquirendum^  quad  corpora^  et  cujus  soliditatis  et  crassitu- 
dxDiQy  omnino  arceant  et  excludant  sonum;  atque  etiam  qu» 
magis  aut  minus  eum  hebetent,  licet  omnino  non  intercipiant. 
Neque  enim  adbuc  constat^  qu»  media  interjecta  magis  pro- 
pitia  sint^  qu»  magis  impedientia.  Itaque  fiat  experimentum 
in  auro^  lapide^  yitro^  panno,  aqua,  oleo^  et  eorum  crassitudine 
respectiva.     De  hoc  omnino  inquirendum  est  ulterius.' 

Aer  medium  ad  sonum  est  maxime  propitium^  et  quasi  uni- 
cum.'  Bursus^  aer  humidior  (arbitror)  magis  defert  sonum 
quam  siccior:  at  in  nebula  quid  fit^  non  memini.^  Noctur* 
nus  etiam  magis  quam  diurnus:  yerum  id  silentio  assignari 
potest.* 

Inquiratur  de  medio  flammae,  qualis  sit  operationis  versus 
sonum;  utrum  videlicet  flamma  alicujus  crassitudinis  omnino 
arceat  et  intercipiat  sonum,  aut  saltem  eum  magis  hebetet  quam 
aer.     In  ignibus  Jubili  hoc  experiri  licet.^ 

Inquirendum  etiam  de  medio  aeris  vehementer  moti.  Licet 
enim  ventus  deferat  sonum^  arbitror  tamen  ventos  vehementio- 
res  nonnihil  turbare  sonum,  ut  minus  longe  exaudiatur  etiam 
secundum  ventum^  quam  in  tranquillo :  de  quo  inquiratur  ul- 
terius.^ 

Yidendum  qualem  reddit  sonum  ses,  aut  ferrum  ignitum 
malleo  percussum/comparatum  ad  eum  quem  reddit  frigidum.^ 

De  penetratione  soni. 

Lapis  aetites  habet  tanquam  nucleum  aut  ovum  lapidis,  qui 
agitatus  reddit  sonum  obtusum ;  item  tintinnabula^  sed  longe 
clariorem  si  detur  rima.^ 

Inquiratur  ab  urinatoribus^  si  omnino  audiant  subter  aquam, 
prsesertim  profundiorem :  atque  inquiratur  plane  utrumque; 
non  tantum  utrum  audiant  sonum  aliquem  de  supra^  qui  editur 
in  aere ;  sed  etiam  utrum  audiant  percussionem  corporis  aquae 
intra  aquam,  ubi  non  est  aer.  Expertus  hoc  sum  in  balneo ; 
demittebatur  situla  bene  capax;  ita  autem  demittebatur   ore 

>  S.  S.  151.  "  Id.  212—220.  ■  Id.  217.  *  Id.  218. 
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inverso  in  »quilibrio,  ut  omnino  in  concavo  suo  deferret  secum 
aerem  subter  aquam  ad  altitudinem  palmce  unius;  atque  ad 
hunc  modum  tenebatur  situla  manibus  depreesa,  ne  everteretur 
aut  resurgeret:  turn  urinator  inserebat  caput  in  concavum 
situlas,  et  loquebatur :  exaudiebatur  vox  loquentis ;  etiam  sermo 
intelligebatur  articulatim^  sed  mirum  in  modum  acutus^  et  instar 
sibili  fere^  qualis  in  puparum  ludo  yox  exaudiri  solet.^ 

Inquiratur  illud  exacte,  ut  reddatur  omnino  positivum,  utrum 
poBsit  generari  sonus  nisi  sit  aer  inter  percutiens  et  percussum 
corpus.^  Yeluti  demittantur  duo  lapilli  pensiles  per  filum  in 
pelvim  aquae  vel  flumen^  et  agitentur  ut  percutiant  se  inyicem 
in  medio  aquae ;  vel  mittatur  forceps  apertus  in  medium  aquae5 
et  ibi  claudatur:  et  notetur  utrum  edat  sonum^  et  qualem.' 
Equidem  existimo  urinatores  cum  natant  subter  aquam  non 
edere  sonum;  nisi  fortassis  aliquis  esse  possit  per  successio- 
nem  motus  ad  superficiem  aquas^  atque  inde  percutiente  aqua 
aerem. 

Dubium  non  est,  quin  in  utribus  clausis  nee  prorsus  impletis, 
et  agitatis,  reddatur  sonus^  liquoris  scilicet  in  iis  contenti :  nee 
minus  redditur  sonus  demisso  lapide  in  aquam^  cum  percutiat 
fundum  vasis.  Verum  in  prime  experimento  admiscetur  aer; 
in  secundo  percussio  fundi  vasis  per  lapillum  communicat  cum 
aere  extra  vas*  At  post  percussionem  primam  non  necesse 
est  ut  aer  sit  in  medio  per  universam  aream  sphaerae  deferen- 
tis:  nam  id  evincitiu*  per  experimentum  loquentis  in  situla 
subter  aquam^  ubi  pars  deferentis  ex  aqua  non  est  aer^  sed 
lignum  situlae  et  aqua;  unde  acuitur  et  minultur  8onus«  et 
extinguitur. 

.  Quoniam  autem  manifestum  est^  per  corpora  dura  (velut 
terram  figularem  et  vitrum)  transire  et  penetrare  sonum ;  idque 
etiam  certissimum  est  (licet  adhuc  hominum  observationem 
latuerit)  inesse  in  omni  corpore  tangibili  pneumaticum  quiddam 
praeter  partes  crassas  initermixtum,  videndum  num  hujusmodi 
penetratio  soni  non  inde  fiat^  quod  partes  pneumaticae  sive 
aereae  corporis  tangibilis  communicent  cum  acre  extemo.^ 

Accipe  catinum  aquae  argenteum,  alterum  ligneum;  accipe 

»  S.  S.  155. 

*  "  It  is  certAln,  howsoever  It   cross  the  received  opinion,  that  sounds  may  be 
created  without  air."— -5.  S.  133. 

'  '*  Tou  shall  hear  the  sound  of  the  tonga  well,  and  not  much  diminished.  *'— /dl 
ibid, 
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forcipem  ferream,  et  percute  fines  ejus  intra  aquam  in  catinis 
illis,  in  distantia  latitudinis  poUicis  fortasse  aut  amplius  a  fundo  : 
audies  sonum  forcipis  percussas  in  catino  argenteo  magis  multo 
sonorum  quam  in  ligneo.  Quod  si  tamen  vacua  forent  catina, 
et  percuteretur  forceps  ad  eandem  distantiam,  parum  aut  nihil 
interesset.  Ex  quo  liquet  primum,  ubi  nulhis  est  aer  qui 
possit  elidi^  sed  tantum  aqua,  edi  sonum  ;  deinde,  melius  com- 
municari  sonum  editum  per  percussionem  cum  catino  per 
aquam  quam  per  aerem.' 

Clauso  ^  ore  fortiter,  redditur  murmur  (quale  solet  esse  mu- 
torum)  per  palatum ;  quod  si  nares  etiam  fortiter  obturentur, 
nullum  possit  fieri  murmur.  Unde  liquet,  sonum  ilium  per 
palatum  non  actuari,  nisi  per  apertum  quod  intercedit  inter 
palatum  et  nares.' 


De  delatiane  soni,  et  directione   seu  fusione  gus;    et  de   area 
quam  occupat,  simuly  et  separatim. 

Omnis  sonus  difiunditur  in  ambitum  sphaericum  a  loco  pul- 
sationis,  et  occupat  universam  aream  ejus  sphasraB  ad  terminum 
certum,  sursum,  deorsum,  lateraliter,  undequaque.^ 

Per  aream  ejus  sphssnd  fortissimus  est  sonus  juxta  pulsatio- 
nem :  deinde  secundum  proportionem  distantiao  elanguescit,  et 
demum  evanescit. 

Termini  ejus  spluerae  extenduntur,  pro  acumine  auditus, 
aliquatenus ;  Bed  est  quiddam  ultimum,  quo  in  sensu  maxime 
exquisite  non  perlingit  sonus. 

Est  (arbitror)  nonnihil  in  directione  primao  impulsionis.  Si 
quis  enim  staret  in  suggesto  aperto  in  campis,  et  clamaret, 
longius  arbitror  exaudiri  posset  vox  in  prorsum  a  loquente, 
quam  pone.  Sic  si  displodatur  bombarda  vel  sclopetus,  lon- 
gius arbitror  exaudiri  possit  sonus  in  prorsiun  a  bombarda  aut 
.sclopeto,  quam  pone.^ 

Utrum  aliquid  sit  in  ascensions  soni  sursum,  aut  in  descen- 
sione  soni  deorsum,  quod  sonum  promoveat  in  ulterius,  aut 
cessare  faciat  propius,  non  constat.  Auditur  quidem  plane 
sonus,  si  quis  ex  alta  fenestra  aut  turn  loquatur,  ab  iis  qui 

>  S.  S.  194. 

*  This  is  printed  In  the  original  as  if  it  were  part  of  the  preceding  paragraph ;  by 
a  mistake  no'  doubt  of  the  printer  or  transcriber. 
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stant  in  boIo  ;  et  contra^  editus  ab  iis  qui  in  solo  Btaat,  a  fene- 
stra aut  turri :  sed  ab  utris  facilius,  aut  longius^  de  eo  inqui- 
ratur  ulterius.^ 

Solent  in  condonibus  usurpari  snggesta^  et  in  concionibus 
imperatoriis  monticelli  ex  cespitibus;  sed  minime  tamen  per 
httc  evincitur  sonum  facilius  defluere  quam  insurgere ;  qnoniam 
hujus  rei  possit  esse  causa  liber  in  loco  altiore  aer,  nee  obsti- 
patus  aut  impeditus^  ut  fit  infra  in  turba :  non  autem  motus 
proclivior  in  deorsum.  Itaque  in  hoc  experimento  non  ac- 
quiescat  contemplation  sed  fiat  experimentum  ubi  cstera  sint 
paria.^ 

Vis  soni  excipitur  tota  in  qualibet  parte  aeris,  non  tota  in 
toto  aere^  nisi  foramen  aut  meatus  fuerit  valde  exilis ;  nam  si 
stet  quis  in  loco  aHquo  maxime  clauso,  ita  ut  non  penetret 
sonus  omninon  idque  in  quacunque  parte  sphflsne  soni,  et  fiat 
foramen  parvum,  vox  articulata  intrabit  per  illud  foramen, 
et  denique  per  tot  foramina  quot  placuerit  terebrare  per  uni- 
versum  ambitum  sphsere  soni :  ut  manifestum  sit  totam  illam 
articulationem  soni  deferri  integram  per  minusculas  iUas  partes 
aeris,  non  minus  quam  si  aer  esset  undique  apertus.' 

Attendendum  tamen  est,  utrum  soni  editi  ex  pulsationibus 
majoribus  aeris  (quales  fiunt  ex  displosionibus  bombardarum) 
non  deveniant  exiliores  cum  intrent  Ula  parva  foramina.  Sub- 
tilitates  enim  sonorum  forte  intrare  possunt  non  confiis®,  sed 
universus  fragor  neutiquam.     De  hoc  inquiratur  ulterius.^ 

Radii  corporum  visibilium  non  feriunt  sensum,  nisi  deferan- 
tur  per  medium  in  directum ;  et  interpositio  corporis  opaci  in 
linea  recta  intercipit  visum,  licet  alia  omnino  fuerint  undequaque 
aperta.  Yerum  sonus,  si  detur  delatio  vel  meatus,  vel  arcu- 
ando  per  sursum  vel  inversa  arcuatione  per  deorsum  yel  late- 
raliter  vel  etiam  sinuando,  non  perit,  sed  pervenit.  Attamen 
arbitror  fortius  deferri  sonum  per  lineas  directas  inter  pulsa- 
tiones  et  aurem,  et  frangi  nonnihil  impetum  per  arcuationee 
et  per  sinuationes ;  yeluti  si  paries  sit  inter  loquentem  et  au- 
dientem,  arbitror  Yocem  non  tam  bene  exaudiri  quam  si  ab- 
esset  paries/  Arbitror  etiam  si  paulo  longius  collocetur  vel 
loquens  vel  audiens  a   pariete,  melius  exaudiri  vocem  quam 

>  S.  S.  205.  <  Id.  Ibid.  *  Id.  192.  *  Id.  216. 

*  Id.  202.  "  They  move  strongest  in  a  right  line ;  wkieh  nevertheUu  ut  noi 
caused  by  the  rightnest  of  the  li$ie,  but  by  the  ehortnete  of  the  dtttCMce:  linea  recta 
brevienma,** 
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prope  parietem^  quia  arcuatio  tanto  minus  abit  a  linea  recta.' 
Yerum  de  hoc  inquiratur  ulterius. 

Admota  aure  ad  alterum  terminum  tubi  alicujus  aut  cavi 
trunci  longi,  et  voce  submissa  ad  alterum  orificium  tub®, 
ezaudiri  possit  vox  talis^  quae  eadem  submissione  edita  ad 
aerem  apertum  non  pertingeret  nee  exaudiretur.  Unde  liquet^ 
clausuram  illam  aeris  conferre  ad  deferendam  vocem  absque 
confusione.* 

Etiam  communis  est  opinio^  melius  ezaudiri  vocem^  cseteris 
paribus,  sub  tecto  quam  sub  die:  utrum  vero  melius  exau- 
diatur  vox,  aure  collocata  in  aperto,  voce  in  tecto ;  aut  contra, 
aure  in  tecto,  voce  in  aperto;  inquiratur  ulterius :  licet  etiam 
in  hoc  communis  sit  opinio,  melius  exaudiri  quse  foras  sunt  in 
ffidibus,  quam  qu»  in  aedibus  foras.^ 

Commune  est  auditui  ac  visui,  ac  etiam  quadantenus  caeteris 
sensibus,  ut  intentio  animi  sentientis  et  directio  expressa  ad 
percipiendum  nonnihil  juvet ;  ut  cum  quis  dirigit  intuitum, 
aut  (ut  loquuntur)  arrigit  aures.^ 

Soni  non  perferuntur  ssque  longe  articulati  et  distincli, 
quam  species  et  glomeratio  ipsorum  confusa:  nam  strepitus 
vocum  exaudiri  potest,  ubi  Yoces  ips»  articulate  non  audiun- 
tur ;  et  tinnitus  music®  confusus,  cum  harmonia  ipsa  aut  cantio 
non  exaudiatur. 

In  trunco  cavo  optime  conservatur  sonus.  Igitur  accipiatur 
truncus  cavus,  bene  oblongus,  et  demittatur  extra  fenestram 
camer»  humilioris;  loquatur  quispiam  exerendo  caput  extra 
fenestram  ad  unum  terminum  trunci,  quam  maxime  potest  sub- 
misse ;  apponat  alter  aurem  ad  alterum  terminum  trunci,  stans 
infra  in  solo:  fiat  similiter  hoc  via  versa,  loquendo  infra^ 
aurem  apponendo  supra ;  atque  ex  hoc  experimento  fiat  judi- 
cium, utrum  vox  ascendat  aut  descendat  proolivius,  aut  etiam 
pariter/ 

Tradunt  pro  certo  esse  loca  et  sedificia  nonnuUa  ita  concame- 
rata,  ut  si  quis  stet  in  quadam  parte  camerse  et  loquatur, 
melius  exaudiri  possit  ad  distantiam  nonnullam  quam  prope.^ 

Onmis  concentus  paulo  gravius  et  profundius  sonare  videtur, 
si  removeatur  nonnihil  a  sono  edito,  quam  prope:  ut  simile 
quiddam  videatur  accidere  auditui  circa  sonum^  quale  accidit 

*  8.  S.  214.  «  Id.  129. 

*  **  And  U  M  certain  that  the  voice  is  better  heard  in  a  chamber  from  abroad  than 
abroad  from  within  the  chamber.**^  iSl  S.  i30. 

*  Id.  235.  *  Id.  206.  •  Id.  148. 
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viaui  circa  species  visibiles^  ut  nonnulla  distantia  ab  organo 
8CD8II8  promoveat  perceptionem  sensus. 

Venun  fallax  potest  esse  ista  opinio,  idqae  dupliciter.  Prime, 
quod  in  acta  visus  requiruntur  forte  radii  ab  objecto  ad  pupil- 
lam,  qui  nulli  possunt  esse  ubi  objectum  tangit  pupillam ;  id 
quod  inter  auditum  et  sonum  non  requiritur;  sed  multo  magis, 
quod  ad  yidendum  opus  est  luce.  Objectum  autem  tangens 
pupillam  intercipit  lucem :  at  nihil  hujusmodi  auditui  competit. 
Secundo  etiam,  quia  in  yisu  non  semper  desideratur  medium: 
quandoquidem  in  tollendis  cataractaa  oculorum,  stylus  ille  par* 
•  vus  argenteus,  quo  summoventur  cataractce,  etiam  super  pupil- 
lam intra  tuniculam  oculi  movens,  optime  cemitur.^ 

In  objectis  visus,  si  collocetur  oculus  in  tenebris,  objectum  in 
luce,  bene  habet ;  si  objectum  in  tenebris,  oculus  in  luce,  non 
fit  visio.  Ita  si  velum  tenue  ponatur  ob  oculos,  aut  reticulum, 
objectum  bene  cemitur ;  si  super  objectum,  confundit  visum. 
Atque  licet  fortasse  neutrum  horum  competat  sono  et  auditui, 
tamen  monere  possunt  ut  fiant  ezperimenta,  utrum  auris  col- 
locata  juxta  truncum  cavum,  si  sonus  fiat  ad  distans  in  aperto ; 
aut,  via  versa,  sonus  excitatus  ad  cavum  truncum,  auris  autem 
ponatur  ad  distans  in  aperto,  promoveat  magis  perceptionem 
sensus.' 

De  corporum   diversitate  qua  reddunt  sonum,  et  itutrumentisy 
et  de  speciebus  soni  quit  occurrunt. 

Genera  sonorum  talem  videntur  subire  partitionem  :  ma- 
gnus,  parvus ;  acutus,  gravis ;  harmonious,  absonus ;  summis 
sus  sive  susurrans,  exterior  sive  sonans ;  simplex,  compositus ; 
originalis,  reflexus :  ut  sint  partitiones  sex.' 

Quo  fortior  fuerit  prima  pulsatio,  et  delatio  liberior  et  absque 
impedimento,  eo  major  editur  sonus :  quo  debilior  percussio,  et 
magis  conturbata  delatio,  eo  minor.^ 

Acuti  soni  deferuntur  »que  longe,  et  fortasse  longius,  quam 
graves.     De  hoc  melius  inquiratur. 

*  Compare  675.,  and  S.  S.  272. 

*  *<  And  it  Is  tried  that  in  a  long  trunk  of  some  eight  or  ten  foot,  the  sound  is  holpen, 
though  both  the  mouth  and  the  ear  be  a  handful  or  more  ftom  the  ends  of  the  trunk ; 
and  somewhat  more  holpen  when  the  ear  of  the  hearer  is  near  than  when  the  mouth 
of  the  speaker."— Jrf.  130. 

'  **  There  be  these  differences  in  general  by  which  lounds  are  divided :  I.  Musical, 
immuslcaL  2.  Treble,  base.  3.  Flat,  sharp.  4.  Soft,  loud.  6.  Exterior,  interior. 
6.  Clean,  harsh  or  purling.     7.  Articulate,  inarticulate.*'—  Id.  290. 

*  Id.  164. 
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Prout  majus  fuerit  concavum  campantt^  eo  graviorem  edit 
sonum  ;  quo  minusj  acutiorem. 

Quo  major  fuerit  chorda^  eo  reddit  Bonum  grayiorem ;  quo 
minor,  acutiorem.' 

Quo  intentior  fuerit  chorda,  eo  reddit  sonum  acutiorem ;  quo 
laxior,  graviorem :  ut  chorda  paulo  major  strictius  extensa,  et 
minor  laxius,  eundem  possint  reddere  sonum.' 

In  tubis  similiter,  et  tibiis,  et  oomibus,  et  fistulis,  atque 
etiam  in  ore  hominis  fisttdantis,  quo  angustiora  sunt  et  magis 
contracta,  eo  reddunt  sonum  acutiorem ;  quo  latiora  aut  laxiora, 
graviorem.* 

In  tibiis,  aer  exiens  ex  foramine  propiore  ad  spiritum,  reddit 
sonum  acutiorem ;  e  longinquiore,  graviorem  * :  ut  tibia  paulo 
major  ad  foramen  propius,  et  minor  ad  longinquius,  eundem 
possint  reddere  sonum. 

In  instrumentis  chordarum  nonnullis  (ut  in  barbito,  citharis, 
et  similibus)  invenerunt  homines  commoditatem  ad  extensionem 
earum  pr»ter  extensionem  primam,  ut  comprimentes  eas  digitis 
inferius  aut  superius,  eas  extendant  ad  alterationem  sonL^ 

Si  accipiatur  scyphus  vitreus  aut  argenteus  et  talitro  percu* 
tiatur,  si  aqua  in  scypho  altius  ascendent,  et  scyphus  plenior 
fuerit,  reddit  sonum  acutiorem ;  si  humilius,  et  scyphus  magis 
vacuus  fuerit,  graviorem.^ 

In  trunco  cavo,  quali  ad  aves  percutiendas  utuntur,  si  quis 
ore  fistulet,  admoto  ore  ad  alterum  finem  trunci,  hebetatur 
scilicet  sonus  ad  astantem ;  at  b\  applicetur  auris  ad  alterum 
finem,  reddit  sonum  acutissimum,  ut  vix  tolerari  possit.^ 

Fiat  experimentum  in  trunco  ex  parte  ubi  collocatur  auris 
angusto,  ex  parte  ubi  collocatur  00  latiore,  (et  e  converse,)  utrum 
sonus  reddatur  aculior  aut  grayior ;  in  modum  speculorum  quae 
contrahunt  aut  ampliant  objecta  visus. 

De  muUipKcatume,  augmentationey  et  diminutione^  etfraetiane 

soui. 

ViBENDUM  quomodo  possit  artificialiter  sonus  majorari  et 
multiplicari.  S})ecula  utrumque  prsstant  in  visu.^  Videtur 
autem  reflexio  subita  soni  verti  in  augmentmn :  nam  si  vox  et 
echo  simul  reddantur,  necesse  est  ut  non  distinguatur  sonus, 

»S.  S.  17S.  Md.  179.  »  Id.  178. 

«  Id.  181.  MO.  183.  « Id.  138.  '  Id.  285. 
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Bed  majoretun  Itaque  soni  super  flumina  ampliores  Bunt5  re- 
sonante  aqua  et  se  uniente  cum  sono  originalL* 

Etiam  notavi,  fiicta  lede  rotunda  in  conductibus  (ut  loquun- 
tur)  aquarum,  et  deinde  cayema  oblonga^  ac  turn  »de  migore 
(quale  est  yidere  in  campis  juxta  Charing-cross  prope  Londi- 
num),  Bi  fiat  clamor  per  fenestram  aut  rimam  aedis  rotundas^  et 
Btet  quispiam  juxta  fenestram  aedis  majoris,  longe  terribiliorem 
cieri  rugitum^  quam  fit  ad  aurem  alicujus  astantis  prope  ubi 
fit  clamor.' 

Memini  in  joculari  ludo  puparum,  locutionem  ita  edi^  ut  au- 
diatur  distincte.  Bed  longe  acutior  et  exilior  quam  in  aperto ; 
ut  fit  in  speculiB  quas  reddunt  literas  longe  minutiores  quam 
sunt  in  medio  ordinario :  ita  ut  yideatur  plane  sonus  per  artem 
reddi  poBse  et  amplior  et  exilior. 

Tenent  pueri  comu  arcuB  tensi  inter  dentesj  et  sagitta  per- 
cutiunt  chordam^  unde  redditur  sonus  magis  sonorus^  et  quasi 
bombus  longe  major,  quam  si  arcus  non  teneretur  a  dentibus : 
quod  imputant  consenBui  quem  habent  ossa  dentium  cum  OBse 
auditus;  quandoquidem  et  yia  yersa,  ex  stridore  in  auditu 
etiam  dentes  obstupescant.' 

Similiter  tangat  hasta  lignum  cayi  lyras,  praeBertim  foraminis 
in  ipso  ad  cayum  finem,  et  teneatur  dentibus  ex  altero  fine,  et 
Bonet  lyra ;  major  fit  sonus  per  prehensionem  dentium,  ei  scilicet 
qui  prehendit. 

Certissimum  est  (licet  non  animadyersum)  quod  yis  ilia,  quas 
poBt  primam  percussionem  defert  pilas  aut  sagittas  aut  spicula, 
et  similia,  consistat  in  partibus  minutis  corporis  emissi,  et  non  in 
aere  perpetuo  deferente,  instar  scaphae  in  aqua.  Hoc  posito,  yi- 
dendum  utrum  non  possit  diminui  sonus  in  bombarda,  aut  sclo- 
peto,  absque  magna  debilitatione  percussionis,  hoc  modo.  Fiat 
Bclopetum  cum  tubo  bene  forti,  ut  non  facile  firangatur ;  fiant 
in  tubo  quatuor  aut  quinque  foramina,  non  instar  rimarum,  sed 
rotunda  circa  medium  tul)i.  Percussio  suas  jam  accepit  yires, 
nisi  quatenus  ratione  longitudinis  tub!  augeantur :  at  percussio 
aeris  ad  exitum  sclopeti,  quod  generat  sonum,  multum  extenua- 
bitur  ab  emissione  soni  per  ilia  foramina  in  medio,  antequam 
aer  inclusus  perferatur  ad  os  sclopeti.  Itaque  probabile  est, 
sonum  ilium  et  bombum  multis  partibus  diminutum  fore.'^ 

•  S.  S.  144.  229.  «  Id.  140.  •  Id.  149. 

^  Id.  120.     «*  And  if  any  man  think  that  the  sound  may  be  extinguished  or  deaded 
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De  repercussione  sani^  et  echo. 

Bepebgussio  sonorum  (quam  echo  vocamus)  in  argumentum 
Bumi  potest,  non  esse  sonum  motum  looalem  aeris.  Nam  si 
esset,  debuerat  repercussio  fieri  in  modo  consimili  ad  originale ; 
ut  fit  in  omnibus  repercussionibns  corporeis.  At  in  sono  cum 
tam  accurata  requiratur  generatio,  ut  in  voce,  quae  tot  habet  in- 
strumental et  in  instrumentis  musicis  quae  subtiliter  fabricata 
sunt,  ea  qu»  reddunt  sonum  repercussum  nihil  borum  habent, 
sed  rudia  plane  sunt,  et  illud  fere  habent  ut  sonus  non  trans- 
eat,  vix  aUud  quippiam.' 


De  conjugiis  et  dissidiis   audibilium  et  vUibilium,   et  aliarum, 
quas  vocant,  specierum  spiritualium. 

Conveniunt  in  hts.^ 

Ambo  difiunduntur  in  circuitum  sphsericum,  et  occupant  uni- 
versam  aream  ejus  sphsrse,  et  feruntur  ad  spatia  bene  longinqua, 
et  elanguescunt  paulatim  secundum  distantiam  objecti,  deinde 
evanescunt.  Ambo  deferunt  figuras  et  difierentias  suas  per 
portiones  minutas  sphaerse  suae,  integras  et  inconfusas ;  ut  per- 
cipiantur  per  foramina  parva  non  secus  quam  in  aperto. 

Ambo  sunt  generationis  et  delationis  valde  subitaa  ac  ceieris ; 
ac  e  contra  extinguuntur  et  pereunt  subito  et  celeriter. 

Ambo  suscipiunt  et  defprunt  minutas  differentias  et  accura- 
tas,  ut  colorum,  figurarum,  motuum,  distantiarum  in  visibilibus ; 
Yocum  articulatarum,  tonorum  harmonicorum,  et  pernicis  alte- 
rationis  sive  trepidationis  ipsorum  in  audibilibus. 

Ambo  in  yirtute  et  viribus  suis  non  videntur  vel  emittere 
aliquam  corpondem  substantiam  in  media  sua,  aut  ambitum 
spha&rad  suas;  nee  etiam  edere  aut  ciere  manifestum  motum 
localem  in  mediis  suis,  sed  deferre  quasdam  species  spirituales, 
quarum  ignoratur  ratio  et  modus. 

Ambo  videntur  non  generativa  alicujus  alterius  virtutis  aut 

by  discbarging  the  pent  air  before  it  cometb  to  the  mouth  of  the  piece  and  to  the  open 
air,  that  U  not  probable  ;  for  it  will  make  more  divided  floands ;  as  if  you  should  make 
a  cross  barrel  hollow  through  the  barrel  of  a  piece,  it  may  be  it  would  give  several 
sounds,  both  at  the  nose  and  at  the  sides.** 

«  S.  8.  287.  Id.  265—266. 
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qualitatis  praeter  virtutem  propriam^  et  eatenus  operari ;  alias 
sterilia  esse. 

Ambo  in  propria  sua  actione  yidentur  tria  quasi  corporaliter 
operarL  Primom,  quod  fortius  objectum  mergat  et  confundat 
debilius^  ut  lux  solis  lucem  candel®,  displosio  bombards  vo- 
cem.  Secundum,  quod  excellentius  objectum  destruat  sensum 
debiliorem^  ut  lumen  solis  oculum,  sonus  violentus  in  proximo 
ad  aurem  auditum.  Tertium,  quod  ambo  repercutiuntnr»  ut  in 
speculis  et  echo. 

Neque  objectum  unius  confundit  aut  impedit  objectum  alte- 
rius ;  velut  lux  aut  color  sonum^  aut  e  contra. 

Ambo  afficiunt  sensum  in  animalibus,  idque  objectis  secnn- 
dum  magis  aut  minus  gratis  aut  odiosis:  attamen  afficiunt 
etiam  modo  suo  inanimata  proportionata  et  organis  sensuum 
(ut  yidetur)  conformia ;  ut  colores  speculum^  quod  crystallinum 
est  instar  oculi ;  soni  locos  reyerberationis,  qui  yidentur  etiam 
similes  ossi  et  cayemsB  auris. 

Ambo  operantur  yarie  prout  habent  media  sua  bene  aut  per- 
peram  disposita. 

Ad  ambo  medium  magis  conducibile  et  propitium  est  acr. 
In  ambobus,  in  objectis  accuratioribus^  nonnihil  affert  intentio 
sensus,  et  quasi  erectio  ejus  ad  percipiendimL 

Differunt  in  his^ 

ViDEKTUR  species  yisibilium  esse  tanquam  emissiones  radio- 
rum  a  corpore  yisibili,  instar  fere  odorum.  At  species  audi- 
bilium  yidentur  magis  participare  ex  motu  locali,  instar  per- 
cussionum  quae  fiimt  in  aere:  ut  cum  dupliciter  plerumque 
operentur  corpora,  per  commimicationem  natures  suae,  aut  per 
impressionem  aut  signationem  motus,  yideatur  difiusio  ilia  in 
yisibilibus  magis  ex  primo  modo  participare,  in  audibilibus  ex 
secundo. 

Videtur  delatio  sonorum  magis  manifesto  deferri  per  aerem, 
quam  yisibilium.  Neque  enim,  arbitror,  yentus  yehemens 
tantum  impedire  potest  aliquod  yisibile  a  longe,  quam  sonum ; 
flante,  intelligo,  yento  in  contrarium. 

Insignis  est  ilia  differentia,  unde  etiam  pIurimsB  minores  dif- 
ferentias  deriyantur,  quod  yisibilia  (excepta  luce  originali)  non 

»  S.  S.  268—276. 
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feruntur  nisi  per  lineas  rectas^  cum  soni  deferantur  per  lineas 
arcuatas. 

Hinc  fit  quod  visibilia  alia  alia  non  confundant  simul  reprs^ 
sentata ;  soui  contra.  Hinc  fit  quod  soliditas  substantitB  non 
videatur  impedire  visum  magnopere^  modo  posituras  partium 
corporis  sint  ordine  simplici  et  per  rectos  meatus,  ut  in  vitro, 
aqua,  crystallo,  adamante:  at  parum  panni  serici  aut  linei 
rumpit  visum,  cum  sint  corpora  valde  tenuia  et  porosa;  at 
hujusmodi  panni  parum  aut  nihil  impediunt  auditum,  ubi 
solida  ilia  quam  plurlmum.  Hinc  fit  quod  ad  reverberationem 
visibilium  sufficiat  parvum  speculum,  aut  simile  corpus  perspi* 
cuum,  modo  ponatur  in  linea  recta,  ubi  visibilia  meant ;  at  ad 
fadendam  reverberationem  echus  oportet  sonum  etiam  a  late* 
ribus  includere,  quia  fertur  undequaque. 

Longius  fertur  objectum  visibile,  pro  rata  proportione,  quam 
sonus.^ 

Visibilia  nimis  prope  admota  ad  oculum  non  tam  bene 
cemimtur  quam  per  distantiam  nonnullam,  ut  radii  coire  pos- 
sint  in  angulo  magis  acuto :  at  in  auditu,  quo  propius,  eo  me- 
lius. Yemm  in  hoc  duplex  potest  esse  error.  Prior,  quod  ad 
visum  requiritur  lux:  ea  autem,  objecto  ad  oculum  propius 
admoto,  arcetur.  Nam  audivi  ex  fide  digno,  qui  curabatur  ex 
cataraotis  oculorum,  ciun  stylus  ille  minutus  argenteus  ducere- 
tur  super  ipsam  pupillam  oculi  sui,  eamque  tangeret,  absque 
ullo  medio  (existente  stylo  iUo,  sen  acn  argentea,  longe  an- 
gustiore  quam  pupilla  erat  oculi)  eum  clarissime  vidisse  stylum 
iUum.  Secundus,  quod  sit  plane  interposita  cavema  auris  ante 
instrumentum  auditus,  ut  sonus  exterior  tangere  os  et  mem* 
branam  auditus  plane  nequeat. 

Celerius  deferuntur  species  visus  quam  soni,  ut  percipitur 
in  flamma,  et  sonitu  sclopetomm ;  etiam  in  fulgure,  et  tonitru, 
ubi  tonitru  auditur  post  pausam. 

Etiam  existimo  diutius  hsBrere  species  soni,  quam  visibilia. 
Licet  enim  et  illse  non  subito  intereant,  ut  manifestum  est  in 
circulo  vertente,  et  chordis  talitro  percussis,  et  crepusculo,  et 
similibus ;  tamen  diutius  arbitror  durant  soni,  quia  deferuntur 
a  ventis. 

Radii  lucis  glomerati  etiam  inducunt  calorem,  qu»  est  actio 

>  la  the  original  thts  i»entence  stands  as  part  uf  the  preceding  paragraph  ;  which  is 
clearly  wrong. 

X  X  2 
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diversa  a  vi^ibilL  Similiter^  ai  vemm  sit  clamores  aves 
volantes  dejecisse,  etiam  ea  est  actio  protinus  diversa  ab  au- 
dibilL» 

Non  videtur  in  yisibiii  esse  objectum  tarn  odiosum  ad  sen- 
sum,  quam  in  audibili ;  sed  magis  ex  aequo.  Nam  foeda  visui 
magis  displicent  ob  excitationem  phantasise  de  rebus  fcedis, 
quam  propter  se ;  at  in  audibilibus,  sonitns  serrae  dum  acuitur, 
et  similia,  inducunt  horrorem;  et  tonus  discordans  in  musica 
statim  rejicitur  et  respuitur. 

Non  constat  esse  refiractionem  in  sonis,  ut  in  radiis.  Atta- 
men  proculdubio  resiliunt  soni ;  sed  iUud  reflexioni  assignan- 
dum.  Neque  enim  (arbitror)  si  sonus  pertranseat  diversa 
media,  ut  aerem,  pannum,  lignum,  alium  esse  locum  soni  uln 
defertur,  alium  ubi  audiatur;  id  quod  proprium  refractionis 
est* ;  sed  videtur  pendere  ex  operatione  in  lineis  rectis  refra- 
ctio ;  id  quod  non  competit  sono. 

Contractio  vero  soni  et  dilatatio  ejus,  secundum  disposi- 
tionem  medii  fit  proculdubio,  ut  in  puparum  vocibus  et  locu- 
tione  sub  aqua:  contr^tur  sonus  in  cavema  ilia,  in  campis 
dilatatur;  quemadmodum  per  specula  dilatantur  et  contrahuntur 
visibilia. 

Medium  trepidans  (ut  fumus  in  visibilibus)  fiusit  visibilia 
objecta  etiam  trepidare :  at  in  sonis  nihil  adhuc  tale  invenitur, 
nisi  forte  accessio  et  recessio  per  ventos.'  Nam  trepidatio  in 
fistula  lusciniokd,  est  trepidatio  percussionis,  non  medii. 

Post  multam  lucem  mutando  ad  tenebras,  vel  post  tenebras 
ad  lucem,  confunditur  parum  visus:  utrum  vero  hoc  fiat  a 
magnis  fragoribus,  aut  alto  silentio,  inquirendum. 


DeceleritaU  generaiionU  et  extinetionis  soni,  et  tempore  in  qua 

Jiunt. 

Omnis  sonus  cito  admodum  generatur,  et  cito  interit.  Cele- 
ritas  autem  motus  ipsius,  et  differentiarum  ejus,  non  tam  mira- 
bilis  res  videtur.  Etenim  digitorum  motus  in  cithara,  aut 
anhelitus  in  fistula  aut  tibia,  celeres  admodum  inveniuntur; 


I  S.  &  267. 

'  Id.  254.  The  last  sentence  of  this  paragraph  is  omitted  in  the  Sjflva  S^varum, 
and  In  place  of  it  we  read,  *<But  miOoration,  which  is  also  the  work  of  retractioii, 
appeareth  plainly  in  sounds,  as  hath  been  handled  at  fiiU»  but  it  is  not  by  diversity  of 
mediums.**  •  Id.  264. 
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etiam  lingua  ipsa  (non  curiosum-prorsus  organum)  tot  peragit 
motus  quot  lit^ras.  Quod  vero  soni  non  solum  tarn  pemiciter 
generentur,  sed  et  tantum  spatium  sua  vi  et  impressione  quasi 
momentanea  occupent  subito^  id  summam  admirationem  habet. 
Nam^  exempli  gratia,  homo  in  medio  campo  vociferans  exau- 
ditur  ad  quartam  partem  milliaris  in  ambitu,  idque  verbis  arti- 
culatis,  iisque  in  singulis  minutis  portionibus  aeris  haBrentibus, 
idque  in  spatio  temporis  longe  minore  fortasse  minuto.^ 

De  spatio  temporis  in  quo  defertur  sonus,  inquirendum. 
Id  hoc  modo  inveniri  potest.  Stet  homo  in  campanili,  noctu ; 
stet  alter  in  piano,  ad  distantiam  forte  milliaris,  aut  quam  pro- 
cul  campana  exaudiri  possit,  habeatque  paratam  facem  lucen- 
tem,  sed  co-opertam.  Sonet  campana  in  campanili ;.  quam  cito 
ilia  exaudiatur  ab  illo  altero  qui  stat  in  piano,  attollat  ille  facem ; 
per  hoc,  ex  spatio  temporis  inter  campanam  pulsam  et  facem 
visam,  deprehendi  possunt  momenta  motus  soni  ab  eo  qui  stat 
in  campanili.^ 

In  tormentis  igneis  flamma  conspicitur  antequam  bombus 
exaudiatur;  cum  tamen  flamma  sequatur  exitum  pil»:  ut 
flamma  tardius  exeat,  citius  sensum  feriat.  Unde  recte  col- 
ligitur,  radios  visibiles  celerius  difi^di  et  pervenire,  quam 
species  aut  impressiones  soni.' 

De  affinitaie  aut  nulla  affinitaie  quam  habet  sonus  cum  motu 
aeris  in  quo  defertur  locali  et  manifesto. 

Sonus  non  videtur  manifesto  et  actualiter  quatefacere  et  tur- 
bare  aerem,  ut  ventus  solet ;  sed  yidentur  motus  soni  fieri  per 
species  spirituales ;  ita  enim  loquendum,  donee  certius  quip- 
piam  inveniatur/ 

Adeo  ut  existimem,  sonum  clamantis  bene  magnum,  in  parva 
ab  ipso  motu  anheHtus  distantia,  vix  folium  aliquod  populi  albae 
tremulum,  aut  festucam,  aut  flammam  moturum. 

Attamen  in  pulsationibus  majoribus  deprehenditur  motus 
plane  corporalis  et  actualis  aeris :  id  vero  utrum  fiat  a  motu 
ipso  qui  generat  sonum,'  an  a  concausa,  aut  concomitantia,  non 
constat.  Tonitrua  quandoque  tremere  faciunt  fenestras  vi- 
treas,  et  etiam  parietes:  arbitror  etiam  bombardas  displosas, 
aut  eruptiones  cuniculorum  subterraneorum  idem  facere.' 

1  S.  8.  289.  '  Id.  209.  '  Id.  210.  *  Id.  125.  *  Id.  l26. 
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Memini  etiaxa,  ni  fallor,  apud  Collegium  Begium  in  Can- 
tabrigia,  ease  ligneam  quandam  fabricam  in  qua  campaoBB 
pendent^  eamque  a  campanis  quando  sonant  quatefierL  Sed 
qualiflcunque  ftierit  ille  occultos  motos  qui  est  sonus^  a{q[Miret 
ilium  neo  absque  manifesto  motu  in  prima  pulsatione  gigni,  et 
rursus  per  motom  manifestum  aeris  deferri  aut  impediri.^ 

Verbum  placide  prolatum,  quod  ad  distantiam  tri^ta  pedum 
forte  exaudiri  poesit,  tamen.  admotam  flammam  candel«  prope 
OS,  ad  unum  pedem  etiam,  vix  trepidare  finciet:  ubi  pauIo  in- 
tensior  flatus  oris  flammam  faciet  tremulam  multo  in  longiore 
distantia.' 

Sonus  campanamm,  et  similium,  aocedit  darior,  aut  recedit 
hebetior,  prout  flat  ventus  versus  aurem  aut  adversus.  Idem 
fit  in  clamore :  qui  contra  ventum  editus  non  t^m  longe  au- 
ditur.i 

Traditur,  per  ingentes  damores  appkudentium^  et  voces 
jubilij  ita  aerem  collisum  aut  rare£sctum  fuisse,  ut  deciderent 
ayes  volantes.  Opinio  vagatur,  sonitus  complurium  campa- 
narum  simul^  in  urbibus  populosiSf  contra  et  fulminum  per- 
niciem  et  pestilentias  valere.^ 

Traduntur  pro  certo  loca  et  sDdificia  nonnulla  ita  concamerata, 
ut  si  quia  loquatur,  atque  (ut  fertur)  locutio  ista  flat  contra 
parietem  in  una  parte  camer»,  melius  exaudiantur  verba  post 
distantiam  nonnuUam  a  voce,  quam  prope.^ 

Notavi  sedens  in  curru,  et  demisso  ex  una  parte  velo  currus, 
aperto  ex  altera,  mendicum,  qui  clamabat  ex  latere  currus 
dauso,  ita  visum  esse  ac  si  clamaret  ex  latere  aperto ;  ut  vox 
plane  repulsa  circuiret,  aut  saltem  undique  sonans  putaretur 
tamen  ex  ea  parte  audiri  qua  melius  pertingeret^ 

Si  teneatur  candela  juxta  foramen  illud  quod  spiraculum  est 
tympani,  et  percutiatur  tympanum,  concutitur  et  extinguitur 
flanuna.  Idem  fit  in  sonando  comu  venatoris,  si  apponatnr 
candela  ad  exitum  comu,  etc 

Etiam  exquisitae  difierentiaB,  quas  suscipit  sonus,  casque 
secum  defert,  demonstrant  hiyusmodi  moUes  afiectus  non  esse 
motus  continuoB  locales.  Nam  sigilla  certe  in  materia  accom- 
inodata  faciunt  exquisitas  impressiones ;  ita  ut  in  generatione 
soni  fortasse  hoc  fieri  possit*  Sed  delatio  et  continuatio  ilia 
non   competit,  prsBsertim  in  ISquidis.     Exquisitas  autem  illas 

'  S.  S.  125.  » Id.  127.  »  Id.  148.  *  Id.  203. 
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differentiae  intelligimus  de  vocibua  articulatia  et  tonis  hanuo- 
nicis.^ 

Yerum  onmino  de  hac  re  (videlicet,  quam  relationem  et 
correspondentiam  habeat  sonus  ad  motum  localem  aeris)  in- 
quiratur  diligentius;  non  per  viam  utrum  (quod  genus  quse- 
stionis  in  hujusmodi  rebus  omnia  perdidit)>  sed  per  yiam 
quatenus :  idque  non  per  argumenta  discursiya,  sed  per  appo- 
sita  ezperimenta  et  instantias  Gnicis. 

De  ccmmunieatume  aeris  perctusi  tt  eKst  cum  aere  et  carportbus 
vel  spiritibus  ipsorum  ambientibus. 

In  percuflsione  eampansB,  sonus  editus  per  percussionem  cam- 
pan»  cum  malleo  ab  extra,  et  cum  embolo  ad  intra,  ejuedem 
est  torn.  Adeo  ut  sonus  redditus  per  percussionem  ab  extra 
non  possit  generari  per  coUisionem  aeris  inter  malleum  et 
extima  campanae ;  quandoquidem  habeat  rationes  ad  concayum 
campanae  ab  intra.  JBt  si  foret  lamina  plana  seris^  non  conca- 
vum  quippiam,  alius  opinor  foret  sonus.' 

Si  fuerit  rima  in  campana,  reddit  sonum  raucum,  non  jucun- 
dum  aut  gratum.^ 

Yidendum^  quid  £EUuat  corporis  quod  percutitur  crassitude 
ad  sonum,  et  quousque;  veluti,  si  ejusdem  concavi  una  cam- 
pana sit  crassior,  altera  tenuior.  Expertus  sum  in  campana 
ex  auro,  cam  reddere  sonum  excellentem,  nihilo  pejorem,  imo 
meliorem,  quam  campanam  argenteam  aut  seneauL  Attamen 
nummus  aureus  non  tam  bene  tinnit  quam  argenteus.^ 

Dolia  vacua  reddunt  sonum  profundum  et  sonorum,  repleta 
hebetem  et  mortuum. 

At  in  barbito,  cithara,  et  hujusmodi,  licet  prima  percussio 
sit  inter  chordam  et  aerem  exteriorem ;  tamen  statim  ille  aer 
communicat  cum  aere  in  ventre  sive  cavo  barbiti  aut  citharse. 
Unde  in  hujusmodi  instrumentis  fit  semper  perforalio  aliqua, 
ut  aer  exterior  communicet  cum  aere  conduso,  absque  quo 
sonus  foret  hebes  et  emortuus. 

Fiat  experimentum  fistula  illius  lusciniolsB,  ut  impleatur  oleo, 
non  aqua;  et  notetur  quanto  sonus  sit  ihoUior,  aut  obtusior. 

Cum  redditur  sonus  inter  anhelitum  et  aerem  percussum  in 
fistula  aut  tibia,  ita  tamen  redditur,  ut  habeat  communicatio- 

1  S.  S.  2ti8.  "^  Id.  124.  "  Id.  169.  *  Id.  222. 
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nem  nonnullam  cum  corpore  tibiae  aut  fifitiil».  Alios  enim  fit 
sonuB  in  tuba  lignea^  alius  in  »nea;  alius^  arbitror,  si  tuba  per 
interius,  aut  fortasse  etiam  per  ezterius,  fuerit  obducta  serico 
aut  panno ;  alius  fortasse  si  tuba  fuerit  madida^  alius  si  sicca.^ 
Etiam  ezistimo  in  espinettis  aut  barbito,  si  tabula  ilia  lignea 
super  quam  extenduntur  chords  foret  senea  aut  argentea,  di- 
versimi  nonnihil  possit  edere  sonum.'  Yerum  de  his  omni* 
bus  inquiratur  ulterius.  Etiam  quatenus  ad  communicationem^ 
inquirendum  est^  quid  possit  corporum  diversitas  et  imequalitas : 
yeluti  si  penderent  tres  campan®^  una  intra  alteram^  cum  spatio 
aeris  interposito^  et  percuteretur  campana  exterior  malleo,  qua- 
lem  editura  foret  sonum  respectu  campanss  simplicis*' 

Obducatur  campana  ab  extra  panno  aut  serico,  et  notetur, 
quando  pulsatur  campana  per  embolum  interius,  quid  £iciat  ob- 
ductio  ilia  ad  sonum. 

Si  foret  in  barbito  lamina  nnea  aut  aigentea  foraminata 
loco  ligneaB,  videndum  quid  hoc  fSM^iat  ad  sonum. 

Usurpantur  in  Dania,  atque  etiam  deferuntur  ad  nos,  tym- 
pana tenea^  non  lignea,  minora  ligneis,  atque  edunt  sonum  (arbi- 
tror)  magis  sonorum. 

Agitatio  aeris  in  ventis  vehementioribus  non  multum  (arbi- 
tror)  redditura  sit  sonum,  si  abmnt  sylvs,  fluctus,  sedes,  aut 
similia;  attamen  receptum -est,  ante  tempestates  fieri  murmura 
nonnuUa  in  sylyis,  licet  fiatus  ad  sensum  non  percipiatur,  neo 
moveantur  folia. 


Dewnt  tria  oapUida^  qua  perfieere  wm  vaeabat 
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The  fragment  which  follows  was  first  published  by  Gruter 
in  16535  who  places  it  among  the.  Impetus  Philosophici.  It 
appears  to  have  been  meant  originally  for  the  commencement 
of  the  third  part  of  the  Instauratioy  with  the  design  of  which, 
as  described  in  the  Distributio  Operia  and  the  Parascevey  it 
agrees  very  well  as  far  as  it  goes.  ^'  Tertia  pars  operis  "  (says 
Bacon  in  the  Distributio)  "  complectitur  PluBnamena  Unioerd; 
hoc  est  omnigenam  ezperientiam,  atque  histariam  naturalem 
e/us  generis  qu(B  possit  esse  in  ardine  ad  candendam  pkUosophiam 
....  Neque  corparum  tantum  historiam  exhibemus,  sed  dili* 
gentifld  insuper  nostraa  esse  putavimus  etiam  virtutum  ipsarum 
(illarum  dioimus  que  tanquam  cardinales  in  naturft  censeri  pos- 
sint,  et  in  quibus  nature  primordia  pkne  constituuntur,  utpote 
natorsd  primis  passionibus  ac  desideiiis;  viz.  denso,  raro;  calido, 
frigido ;  consistente,  fluido ;  gravi,  levi ;  aliisque  hand  paucis) 
historiam  seorsim  comparare."  **  Quod  vero  "  (he  adds  in  the 
the  Parasceve,)  "  in  distributione  operis  nostri  mentionem 
fecimus  cardinalium  virtutum  in  natur& ;  et  quod  etiam  harum 
historia,  antequam  ad  opus  interpretationis  ventum  fuerit,  per- 
scribenda  esset;  hujus  rei  minime  obliti  sumus;  sed  eam  nobis 
ipsis  reservavimus ;  cum  de  aliorum  Industrie  in  h&c  re,  prius- 
quam  homines  cum  naturft  paulo  arctius  consuescere  inceperint, 
prolixe  spondere  non  audeamus.*^ 

Compare  these  announcements  with  the  following  passage  in 
the  preface  to  the  fragment  before  us.  '^  Atque  a  phaBnomenis 
ffithcris  ordiri  solennius  foret.  Nos  autem,  nil  de  severitate 
instituti  nostri  remittentes,  ea  anteferemus  quse  naturam  con- 
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stituant  et  referant  magis  commnnem,  cujus  uterque  globus  est 
particeps.  Ordiemur  vero  ab  historii  oorporum  secundum  earn 
differentiain  quae  videtur  simplicissima ;  ea  est  copia  aut  pau^ 
citas  materitB  intra  idem  spatium  sive  eandem  cireumscriptionem 
contenttB  et  exporrect®.^  ^  The  subject  therefore  which  stands 
first  in  the  list  of  these  cardinal  virtues  in  nature  which,  when 
he  published  the  Novum  Orpanum,  he  meant  to  reserve  for  his 
own  pen  and  handle  separately , — namely,  the  Historia  Densi 
et  Rari — is  the  very  subject  with  which  this  fragment  com* 
mences ;  and  there  need  be  no  doubt  that  both  the  title  and 
the  pnefatio  properly  belong  to  it 

There  is  nothing  that  I  know  of  to  determine  the  date  at 
which  it  was  written.  But  there  being  no  allusion  to  it  in  the 
Commentarius  Solutits,  I  suppose  it  was  not  begun  in  1608. 
And  it  must  certainly  have  been  written  before  1622,  when 
the  Historia  Ventorum  was  published;  for  then  the  Historia 
Densi  et  Rari  was  designed  for  the  second  place  in  the  series, 
not  (as  here)  for  the  first  The  allusion  in  the  last  paragraph 
but  one  to  an  instrument  recently  exhibited  in  England  by  cer- 
tain Batavians,  which  uttered  a  musical  sound  when  exposed 
to  the  sun,  may  possibly  bring  the  uncertainty  within  narrower 
limits;  if  the  date  of  that  exhibition  can  be  ascertained.  But 
in  the  meantime  we  cannot  be  far  wrong  in  placing  the  frag- 
ment here. 

Another  copy  of  it,  much  enlarged  and  improved  in  the 
latter  part,  though  very  imperfect  and  apparently  of  earlier 
date  in  the  beginning,  was  published  by  Dr.  Bawley  in  1658. 
This  has  already  been  printed  in  its  place,  with  Mr.  Ellis's 
preface  and  notes,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred. 

J.  S. 


See  p.  688.  at  the  bottom. 
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PR^FATIO. 


CuH  nobis  homines  nee  opinandi  nee  experiendi  vias  tenere 
prorsus  videantur^  omni  ope  huie  infortunio  subyeniendum  puta- 
vimus.  Neque  enim  major  aliunde  se  ostendit  bene  merendi 
ratio,  quam  si  id  agatur,  ut  homines,  et  placitorom  larvis  et 
experimentorum  stuporibus  liberati,  ipsi  eum  rebus  magis  fida 
et  magis  arcta  inita  societate  contrahant,  quasi  per  experientiam 
quandam  literatam.  Hoc  enim  modo  intellectus  et  in  tuto  et 
in  Bummo  coUocatur,  atque  prsBsto  insuper  erit  atque  ingruet 
rerum  utilium  proventus.  Atque  hujus  rei  exordia  omnino  a 
Naturali  Historia  ducenda  sunt ;  nam  universa  philosophia  Grs- 
corum,  cum  sectis  suis  omnigenis,  atque  si  qua  alia  philosophia 
in  manibus  est,  nobis  videtur  super  nimis  angustam  basin  natu- 
ralis  historic  fundata  esse,  atque  ex  paucioribus  quam  par  erat 
pronuntiasse.  Arreptis  enim  quibusdfOn  ab  experientia  et  tra- 
ditionibus,  neque  iis  interdum  aut  diligenter  examinatis  ^  reli- 
qua  in  meditatione  et  ingenii  agitatione  posuere,  assumpta  in  ma^ 
jorem  rei  fiduciam  Dialectica.  ChymistaB  autem  et  universum 
mechanicorum  et  empiricorum  genus,  si  et  illis  contemplationes 
et  philosophiam  tentare  audacia  creverit,  paucarum  rerum  ac- 
curatae  subtilitati  assueti,  miris  modis  reliquas  ad  eas  contor- 
quent;  etplacita  magis  deformia  et  mqnstrosa,  quam  rationales 
illi  producunt  lUi  enim  parum  ex  multis,  hi  rursus  multum 
ex  paucis,  in  philosophise  materiam  sumunt ;  utriusque  autem 
ratio,  si  yerum  dicendum  ^it,  infirma  est  et  perdita.  Sed  natu- 
ralis  historia  quse  hactenus  congesta  est  primo  intuitu  copiosa 
yideri  possit,  cum  re  yera  sit  egena  et  inutilis,  neque  adeo  ejus 
generis  quod  quserimus.     Neque  enim  a  fabulis  et  deliriis 

'  K\  1  So  in  the  oriffinal ;  ft  clause  having  apparently  dropped  out :   such  as,  aut  eerto 
eompertii  noiiondiut  or  words  to  that  elfrct.     Compare  Nov,  Org.  1.  62. 
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purgata  est,  et  in  antiquitatem  et  philologiam  et  narrationes 
Bupervacuas  excurrit ;  circa  solida  negligens  et  fastidiosa,  cu- 
riosa  et  nimia  in  inanibus.     Peesimum  autem  est  in  hac  copia, 
quod  rerum  natundium  inquisitionem  amplexa  est,  renim  autem 
mechanicarum  magna  ex  parte  aspemata.     Atque  hsB  ipsse  ad 
naturse  sinus   excutiendos  longe   illis  pnestant;   natura  enim 
spontB  sua  fusa  et  vaga  disgregat  intellectum,  et  varietate  sua 
confundit;  verum  in  mechanicis  operationibus  contrahitur  judi- 
cium, et  naturae  modi  et  processus  cemuntur,   non   tantum 
effecta.     Atque  rursus  universa  mechanicorum  subtilitas  citra 
rem  quam  quaerimus  sistitur.      Artifex  enim  operi  et  fini  suo 
intentus  ad  alia  (quae  forsan  ad  naturse  inquisitionem  magis 
fisM^iunt)  nee  animnm  erigit  nee  manum  porrigit    Itaque  magis 
exquisita  cura  opus  est,  et  probationibus  electis,  atque  sumptu 
etiam,  ac  summa  insuper  patientia.     Ulud  enim  in  experiment 
talibus  omnia  perdidit,  quod  homines  etiam  a  principio  fructifera 
ex|>erimenta,  non  lucifera,  sectati  sunt ;  atque  ad  opus  aliquod 
mngnifioum  educendum  omnino  incubuere,non  ad  pandenda  Ora- 
cula  Naturffi,  quod  opus  operum  est,  et  omnem  potestatem  in  se 
complectitur.  Intervenit  et  illud  ex  hominum  curiositate  et  fastu, 
quod  ad  secreta  et  rara  se  plerunque  converterunt,  et  in  his  openun 
et  inquisitionem  posuerunt,  spretis  experiments  atque  observa- 
tionibus  vulgatis;  quod  yidentur  fecisse,  aut  admirationem  et  fa* 
mam  captanteB,autineolapsi  etdecepti,quodphilo8ophifldofficium 
in'accommodandis  et  reducendis  rarioribus  eventibus  ad  ea  quad 
familiariter  occurrunt,  non  »que  in  ipsarum  iUarum  vulgarium 
rerum  oausis  et  causarum  causis  altioribus  eruendis,  situm  esse 
existimarunt.  UniversA  autem  hujus  de  naturali  historia  querehs 
causa  ea  praecipua  est,  quod  homines  non  in  opere  tantum,  sed 
in  ipso  institute  aberrarunt^  Namque  historia  iUa  naturalis,  quae 
extat,  aut  ob  ipsorum  experimentorum  utilitatem  aut  ob  nar* 
rationum  jucunditatem  confecta  videtur  et  propter  se  facta,  non 
ut  philosophiae  et  scientiis  initia  et  veluti  mammam  praebeat. 
Itaque  huic  rei  pro  facultate  nostra  deesse  nolumus.     Nobis 
enim  quantum  philosophiis  abstractis  sit  tribuendum,  jampridem 
constitutum  est     Etiam  vias  Inductionis  veras  et  bones,  in  qua 
sunt  omnia,  tenere  nos  arbitramur,  et  intellectus  hnmani  versus 
scientias  facultatem  incompetentem  et  prorsus  imparem,  veluti 
per  machinas  aut  filum  aliquod  labyrinthi,  posse  juvare.  Neque 
nescii  sumus,  nos,   si  instaurationem  illam  scientiarum  quam 
in  animo  habemus  intra  inventa  uUa  majora  cohiteere  voluisse- 
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mus,  ampliorem  fortaase  honoris  fiructum  percipere  potuisse* 
Yerum  cum  nobis  Deus  animum  Indiderit  qui  se  rebus  submit- 
tere  sciat^  quique  ex  meriti  conscientia  et  successus  fiducia 
speoiosa  libens  prsetereat ;  earn  etiam  partem  operis  nobis  de- 
sumpsimusy  quam  exisdmamus  alium  quemquam  aut  in  uni- 
versum  fugere,  aut  non  pro  instituto  nostro  tractare  voluisse. 
Circa  hoc  autem  duo  sunt,  de  quibus  homines  et  alias,  et  nunc 
prsecipue  cum  ad  rem  ipsam  accingimur,  monitos  volumus. 
Primo,  ut  mittant  illam  cogitalionem,  qu»  facile  hominum 
mentes  occupat  et  obsidet,  licet  sit  falsissima  et  pemiciosissima, 
earn  videlicet,  quod  rerum  particularium  inquisitio  infinitum 
quiddam  sit  et  sine  exitu :  cum  iUud  verius  sit,  opinionum  et 
disputationum  modum  nullum  esse,  sed  phantasias  iUas  ad  per- 
petuos  orrores  et  infinitas  agitationes  damnari;  pardcularia 
autem  et  informationes  sensus  (demptis  indiyiduis  et  rerum 
gradibus,  quod  inquisitioni  veritatis  satis  est)  comprehensionem 
pro  certo,  nee  eam  sane  vastam  aut  desperatam,  patiuntur. 
Secundo,  ut  homines  subinde  meminerint  quid  agatur,  atque 
cum  incnderint  in  complures  res  vidgatissimas,  exiles,  ac  specie 
tenus  leves,  etiam  turpes,  et  quibus  (ut  ait  ille)  honos  prse- 
fandus  sit,  non  arbitrentur  nos  nugari,  aut  mentem  humanam 
inferius  quam  pro  dignitate  sua  deprimere.  Neque  enim  ista 
propter  se  quesita  aut  descripta  sunt,  sed  nulla  prorsus  alia 
patet  intellectui  humano  via,  neque  ratio  operis  aliter  constat ; 
nos  siquidem  conamur  rem  omnium  maxime  seriam  et  humana 
mente  dignissimam,  ut  Imnen  natune  purum  et  minime  phanta- 
sticum  (cujus  nomen  hactenus  quandoque  jactatur,  res  homi* 
nibus  penitus  ignota  est),  per  facem  a  divino  numine  pnebitam 
et  admotam,  hoc  nostro  seculo  accendatur.  Neque  enim  dissi- 
mulamus  nos  in  ea  opinione  esse,  pneposteram  illam  argumen- 
torum  et  meditationum  subtilitatem,  prim»  informationis  sive 
vene  inductionis  subtilitate  et  veritate  suo  tempore  pr»ter- 
missa  aut  non  recte  instituta,  rem  in  integrum  restituere  nuHo 
modo  posse,  licet  omnia  omnium  »tatum  ingenia  coierint ;  sed 
naturam,  ut  fortunam,  a  fronte  capillaiam,  ab  occipitio  calvam 
esse.  Bestat  itaque  ut  res  de  int^ro  tentetur,  idque  majoribus 
prsesidiis-;  atque  exutis  opinionum  zelis  detur  aditus  ad  regnum 
philosophise  et  scientiarum  (in  quo  opes  humanas  sit®  sunt, 
natura  enim  nonnisi  parendo  vincitur),  qualis  patet  ad  regnum 
illud  coclorum,  in  quod  nisi  sub  persona  infantis  ingredi  non 
licet :  usum  autem  hujus  operis  plebeium  ilium  et  promiscuum 
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ex  experimentifl  ipsis  omnino  non  oontemnimus  (cum  et  notitiflB 
et  inTentioni  hominum,  pro  varietate  artium  et  ingeniomm, 
pluiima  utilia  proculdubio  suggerere  poesit) ;  attamen  minimuni 
quiddam  esse  ceiiBemus,  prae  eo  aditu  ad  scientiam  et  potentiam 
humanam^  quern  ex  miBericordia  divina  speramus.  A  qua  etiam 
supplices  iterum  petimus,  ut  dotib  eleemosjiua  per  manus 
noetras  familiain  humanam  dotare  diguetur. 

Natura  rerum  aut  libera  est,  ut  in  Speciebus,  aut  perturbata, 
ut  in  Monstrisy  aut  constricta,  ut  in  Experimentis  Artium ;  faci- 
nora  autem  ejuB  cujuacunque  generis  digna  memoratu  et  histo- 
ria.  Sed  Historia  Specierum,  que  habetur,  veluti  plantarum, 
animalium,  metallorum  et  fossilium,  tumida  est  et  curiosa ;  Hi- 
storia Mirabilium,  vana  et  e  rumore ;  Historia  Experimentorum 
manca,  tentata  per  partes,  tractata  negligenter,  atque  omnino 
in  usum  practice,  non  in  usum  philosophias.  Nobis  itaque  stat 
decretum,  historiam  specierum  contrahere,  historiam  mirabilium 
excutere  atque  expur^are ;  praecipuam  autem  operam  in  expe* 
rimentis  mechanicis  et  artificialibus,  atque  nature  erga  manum 
humanam  obsequiis  collocare.  Quid  enim  ad  nos  lusus  naturae 
et  lascivia?  hoc  est,  pusille  specierum  ex  figura  differentiae, 
qu8B  ad  opera  nil  faciunt ;  in  quibus  nihilominus  natundis  histo- 
ria luxuriatur.  Mirabilium  autem  cognitio  grata  certe  nobis, 
si  expurgata  et  electa  sit ;  sed  quamobrem  tandem  grata?  Non 
ob  ipsam  admirationis  suavitatem,  sed  quod  saepe  artem  offidi 
sui  admonet,  ut  naturam  sciens  eo  perducat,  quo  ipsa  sponte 
sua  nonnunquam  praeivit.  Omnino  primas  partes  ad  excitan- 
dum  lumen  naturao  artificialibus  tribuimus;  non  tantum  quia 
per  se  utilissima,  sed  quia  naturalium  fidissimi  inteipretes. 
Ntun  forte  fulguris  aut  iridia  naturam  tarn  clare  explicasset 
quisquam,antequam  per  tormenta  bellica,  aut  artificiosa  iridum 
super  parietem  simulacra,  utriusque  ratio  demonstrata  esset? 
Quod  si  causarum  fidi  interpretes,  etiam  effectorum  et  operum 
certi  et  felices  indices  erunt.  Neque  tamen  consentaneum 
putamus  ex  triplici  ista  partitione  historiam  nostram  distrahere, 
ut  singula  seorsim  tractentur,  sed  genera  ipsa  miscebimus,  na- 
turalia  artificialibus,  consueta  admirandis  adjungentes,  atque 
utilissimis  quibusque  maxime  inherentes. 

Atque  a  phaenomenis  etheris  ordiri  solennius  foret.  Nos 
autem  nil  de  severitate  instituti  nostri  remittentes,  ea  ante- 
feremus  quas  naturam    constituunt  et  referunt  magis  com- 
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munem,  cujus  uterque  globus  est  particeps.  Ordiemur  vero 
ab.historia  corporom,  secundum  earn  differentiam^  quse  yidetur 
simplicissima ;  ea  est  copia  aut  paucitas  materise  intra  idem 
spatium^  sive  eandem  circumscriptionem,  contentas  et  expor- 
rects9.  Nam  cum  ex  pronuntiatis  de  natura  nil  verius  sit 
quam  propositio  ilia  gemella,  ex  nihilo  nihil  Jieriy  neque  quic- 
.  quam  in  nihilum  redigiy  sed  quantum  ipsum  naturas,  sive  ma- 
terise  simimam  universalem,  perpetuo  manere  et  constare,  et 
neutiquam  augeri  aut  minui.  Etiam  illud  non  minus  certum, 
tametsi  non  tarn  perspicue  notatum  aut  assertum  sit  (quicquid 
homines  de  potentia  materia^  sequabili  ad  formas  fabulentur)^ 
ex  quanto  illo  materias,  sub  iisdem  spatiorum  dimensionibus 
plus  et  minus  contineri,  pro  Corporum  diversitate  a  quibus  oc- 
cupantur ;  quorum  alia  magis  compacta,  alia  magis  extensa  sive 
fusa^  evidentissime  repeViuntur.  Neque  enim  parem  materiao 
portionem  recipit  vas  aut  concavum  aqua  et  aere  impletum; 
sed  illud  plus^  istud  minus.  Itaque  si  quis  asserat,  ex  pari  aeris 
contento  par  aquae  contentum  effici  posse ;  idem  est  ac  si  dicat 
aliquid  fieri  posse  ex  nihilo.  Nam  quod  deesse  supponitur  ex 
materia,  id  ex  nihilo  suppleri  necesse  foret.  Rursus  si  quis 
asserat,  par  contentum  aquas  in  par  contentum  aeris  posse  verti, 
idem  est  ac  si  dicat  aliquid  posse  redigi  in  nihilum.  Nam 
quod  superesse  supponitur  ex  materia,  id  ad  nihilum  evanuisse 
similiter  necesse  foret  Neque  nobis  dubium  est,  quin  haec  res 
etiam  calculos  pati  possit,  surdos  fortasse  in  aliquibus,  sed  defi- 
nitos  et  certos,  et  naturae  notos*  Yeluti  si  quis  dicat  auri 
corpus  collatum  ad  corpus  spiritus  vini,  esse  coacervationem 
materiae  superantem  ratione  vicecupla  simpla  ant  circiter,  non 
erraverit.  Itaque  exhibituri  Jam  historiam  cam  quam  diximus 
de  copia  et  paucitate  materiae,  atque  de  materiae  coitione.atque 
expansione,  ex  quibus  notiones  illae  Densi  et  Kari  (si  proprie 
accipiantur)  ortum  habent,  hunc  ordinem  servabimus,  ut  primo 
corporum  diversorum  (ut  auri,  aquae,  olei,  aeris,  flammae)  ra- 
tiones  ad  invicem  recenseamus.  Examinatis  autem  rationibus 
corporum  diversorum,  postea  unius  atque  ejusdem  corporis 
subingressus  et  expatiationes  cum  calculis  sive  rationibus  me- 
morabimus.  Idem  enim  corpus  etiam  absque  accessione  aut 
ablatione,  aut  saltem  minime  pro  rata  contractionis  et  extensi- 
onis,  ex  variis  impulsibus  tum  extemis  turn  intemis,  sustinet  se 
congerere  in  majorem  et  minorem  sphaeram.  Interdum  enim 
luctatur  corpus,  et  in  veterem  sphaeram  se  restituere  nititur, 
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interdum  plane  iransmigrat,  nee  revertere  8atagit«  Hie  eursns 
prime  Hitque  difierentias  et  rationed  eorporis  aiicujus  naturalis 
(quoad  extentom)  eoUati  com  aperturis  aut  clausuris  sois  me- 
uiorabimus ;  yidelicet  cum  pulveribus  Buia,  eum  calcibua  euis, 
cum  yitrificationibus  suis^  cum  dissolutionibus  suis,  cum  diatil- 
latid  suis,  cum  yaporibus  et  auris,  exhalationibus,  et  inflamma- 
tionibus  buU  memorabimus;  deinde  actus  ipsoe  et  motus,  et 
progressus  et  terminos  contractionid  et  dilatationis  proponemua, 
et  quando  se  restituant  corpora,  quando  transmigrent  secun- 
dum extentum ;  praecipue  autem  efficientia  et  media,  per  qu» 
hujusmodi  corporum  contractiones  et  dilatationes  sequuntur^ 
notabimus ;  atque  interim  yirtutes  et  actiones,  quas  corpora  ex 
hujusmodi  compressionibus  et  dilatationibus  induunt  et  nanci- 
scuntur,  obiter  8ubtexemu:>.  Cumque  probe  noyerimos  quam 
difficUis  res  sit,  in  praesenti  animorum  statu,  jam  ab  ipso  prin- 
cipio  cum  natura  consuescere,  obseryationes  nostras  ad  atten- 
tionem  hominum  et  meditationem  excitandam  et  conciliandam 
adjiciemua.  Quod  ad  demonstrationem  autem  attinet,  siye  re- 
tectionem  densitatis  et  raritatis  corporum,  nil  dubitamos  aut 
cunctamur  quin  quoad  corpora  crassa  et  palpabilia,  motus  gra^ 
vitatis  (quem  yocant)  loco  optimse  et  maxime  expeditie  pro- 
bationis  sumi  possit ;  quo  enim  corpus  compactius,  eo  grayius. 
Yerum  postquam  ad  gradum  aereorum  et  spiritualium  yentum 
est,  tum  profccto  a  lancibus  destituimur,  atque  alia  nobis  indu- 
stria  opus  erit.  Incipiemus  autem  ab  Auro,  quod  onmium  quse 
habemus  (neque  enim  tarn  adulta  est  philosophia,  ut  de  yisce- 
ribus  terras  statuere  debeamus),  grayissimum  est,  atque  pluri- 
mum  materia^  minimo  spatio  complectitur,  atque  ad  hujus  cor- 
poris spha&ram  reliquorum  rationes  applicabimus ;  illud  monentes, 
historiam  ponderum  hie  nos  minime  tractare,  nisi  quatenus  ad 
corporum  spatia  siye  dimensa  demonstranda  lucem  praebeat. 
Cum  yero  non  conjicere  et  ariolari,  sed  inyenire  et  scire  nobis 
propositum  sit,  hoc  autem  in  examine  et  probatione  experimen- 
torum  primorum  magnopere  positum  esse  judicemus,  prorsus 
decreyimus  in  omni  experimento  subtiliore  modum  experimenti 
quo  usi  sumus  aperte  subjungere :  ut  postquam  patefactum  sit 
quomodo  singula  nobis  constiterint,  yideant  homines  et  qua- 
tenus fidem  adhibeant,  et  quid  ulterius  faciendum  sit,  siye  ad 
errores  corrigeudos  qui  adhaerere  possint,  siye  ad  excitandas 
atque  ad  operandas  probationes  magis  fidas  et  exquisitas.  Quin 
et  ipsi  de  iis  quas  nobis  minus  explorata  atque  errori  magis  ex- 
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posita  et  quasi  finitimavidebuntur^seduloet  sincere  monebimus, 
Postremo  observationes  nostras  (ut  modo  diximus)  adjiciemus^ 
ut  licet  omnia  integra  pliilosophias  seryemus^  tamen  faciem  ipsam 
historisB  naturalis  etiam  in  transitu  versus  philosophiam  obver- 
tamus.  Atque  porro  illud  curabimus^  ut  qua^cunque  ea  sint 
sive  experlmenta  sive  observationes^  quse  pncter  scopum  in- 
quisitionis  occurrunt  atque  interveniunt^  et  ad  alios  titulos  pro- 
prie  pertinent^  notemus^  ne  inquisitio  confundatur. 

Tabula    Coitionis    et   Expansionis   Materia   feu   Spatia    m 

TANOIBILIBUSy    CUM     SUPFUTATIONB    HaTIONUM     DC     COICPORIBUS 
DIVERSIS. 


Idem  spatium  occapftnt. 


sive  aeque  exporriguntur, 


D(*n.  Gr.      i 

Den 

.  Or. 

1 

Auripuri    uncia,  sive  20    0     { 

30 

Olei  vitrioli         .      1 

21 

2 

Argent!  vivi     . 

19      9 

31 

Arenas  albie 

20 

3 

Flumbi     . 

12     1} 

32 

CretflB 

18} 

4 

Argent!  purl    . 

10  21 

33 

Olei  sulphuris 

18 

6 

Flumbi     cinerei ;  1 
anglice  lin^ilaM    J 

10  13 

34 

Salis  communis 

10 

35 

Ligni  vit»  . 

10 

6 

Cupri 

9     8 

36 

Carnis  oyilke 

10 

7 

Aurichalchi 

9     5 

37 

AqusD  fortis 

7 

8 

Chalybis    " 

8  10 

38 

Cornu  bovis 

6 

9 

JEris  commtinb 

8     9 

39 

Balsami  Indi 

G 

10 

Fern        . 

8     6 

40 

Ligni  santal.  rubei     1 

5 

11 

Stanni 

7  22 

41 

Cragatis       .        .       1 

5 

12 

Magnetis 

5  12 

42 

Cepse  recentis  iul    « 
corpore              J 

5 

13 

LapidU  Ljdii 

3     1 

14 

Marmoris 

'  2  22J 

43 

CapburaD     .        .       1 

4 

15 

Silicis       . 

2  22} 

44 

Radicis  carica;  re- 1    ^ 
centis                J 

4 

16 

Vitri 

2  20} 

17 

Crystalli  • 

2  18 

45 

Ligni  ebeni               1 

81 

18 

Alabastri 

2  12 

46 

Sem.     faeniculi    1    . 
dulcis               J 

8} 

19 

Salis  gemmiB    . 

2  10 

20 

Luti  communis 

2     8i 

47 

Succini  lucidi      .       1 

3 

21 

Luti  albi . 

.      2     5} 

48 

Aceti.        .        .       1 

H 

22 

Nitii 

.      2    5 

49 

Agressaeezpomisl    ^ 
acerbis              J 

3 

23 

Osais  bovia 

2     5 

24 

Pulveris  margarita- 

2     2 

50 

Aquae  communis        1 

3K 

rum 

51 

UriniB         .         .       1 

3 

25 

Sulpburis 

.       2     2 

52 

Olei  caryopbyllorura  1 

'4^^l: 

36 

Terrs  communis 

.      2     1} 

53 

Vini  clareti         .      1 

21 

27 

Vitrioli  albi     . 

.       1  22 

54 

Saccbari  albi       .      1 

2} 

28 

Eboris      . 

.       1  21} 

55 

Ccrje  flavaa                1 

2 

29 

Aluminia 

.       1  21 

56 

Radicis  Chinae 

.      1 

2 
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Den.  Or. 

Den.  Gr. 

57 

Carnupjri  bnima-l 
lis  crudi                J 

1     2 

Olei    maceris  Tuidisl    ^  g^. 
express!                   J           ' 

5S 

Aceti  distillati    . 

1   1 

HerbsB  sampsuchi 

.       0  22 

59 

Aqus  rosacea  dis-l 
Uate                   J 

I    1 

Petrolei      . 

.      0  23 

Florum  rosae      . 

.      0  22 

60 

Cinerifl  communis 

1    oi 

Spiritus  Tini 

.      022 

61 

BenioYis    . 

1     0 

Ligni  quercus    . 

.      0  19^ 

62 

luyTTuflS       •           •            • 

1     0 

Fuligiois  communis  et  ]^  ^  jy 

63 

Butjri 

1     0 

camino  pressi. 

J 

64 

Adlpis 

Olei  amygdalini  dulcis 

1     0 
0  23J' 

Ligni  abietis 

.       0  15 

Modus  experimenti  circa  tahulam  suprascriptajru 

Intelligantijr  pondera  quibus  usi  sumus  ejus  generis  et 
computatioms,  quibus  aurifabri  utuntur,  ut  libra  capiat  uncias 
12,  uncia  yiginti  denarios,  denarius  grana  24.  Delegimus  au- 
tem  corpus  auri,  ad  cujus  exporrectionis  mensuram  reliquorum 
corporum  rationes  applicaremus^  non  tantum  quia  grayissimuniy 
sed  quia  maxime  unum  et  sui  simile.  Beliqua  enim  corpora 
qu»  quiddam  continent  yolatilis,  etiam  ignem  passa  yarietatem 
retinent  pendens  et  spatii;  sed  aurum  depuratum  earn  plane 
exuisse  yidetur,  atque  ubique  simile  esse.  Experimentum  yero 
hujusmodi  erat.  Unciam  auri  puri  in  figuram  aleae  siye  cubi 
effbrmayimus  ;  dein  yasculum  quadratum  parayimus,  quod 
corpus  illud  auri  caperet,  atque  ei  exacte  conyeniret,  nisi  quod 
esset  nonnihil  altius ;  ita  lamen  ut  locus  intra  yasculum  quo 
cubus  ille  auri  adscenderat  linea  conspicua  signaretur.  Id 
fecimus  liquorum  gratia^  ut  cum  liquor  aliquis  intra  idem  yas- 
culum immittendus  esset,  ne  difflueret ;  atque  hoc  modo  jnsta 
mensura  commodius  seryari  posset.  Simiil  autem  aliud  yascu- 
lum fieri  fecimus,  quod  cum  altero  illo,  pondere  et  contento 
prorsus  pfu:  esset;  ut  in  pari  yasculo  corporis  contenti  tantum 
ratio  ^ppareret  Tum  cubes  ejusdem  magnitudinis  siye  di- 
mensi  fieri  fecimus,  in  omnibus  materiis  in  Tabula  specificatis 
quae  sectionem  pati  possent ;  liquoribus  yero  ex  tempore  usi 
sumus,  implendo  scilicet  yasculum  quousque  liquor  ad  locum 
ilium  signatum  adscenderet ;  pulyeres  eodem  modo ;  sed  Intel- 
ligantur  pulyeres  nuupme  et  fortiter  compressi.  Hoc  enim 
potissimum  ad  aequationeip  pertinet,  nee  casum  recipit.  Itar- 
que  non  alia  fuit  probatio,  quam  ut  unum  ex  yasculis  yacuum 

>  Den,  1.  j^an,  23. Z7.  in  the  original;  a  mliprintt  no  doubt     Compare  yol.  IL 
p.  246. 
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cum  uncia  in  una  lance^  alteram  ex  vasculis  cum  corpora 
in  altera  parte  poneretur^  et  ratio  ponderis  exciperetur ;  quod 
quanto  esset  diminutum,  tanto  dimensum  ejuadem  corporis 
intelligitur  auctum.  Exempli  gratia,  cum  auri  cubus  det  un- 
ciam  unam,  adipis  vero  denarium  unum ;  liquet  exporrectionem 
corporis  auri,  collatnm  ad  exporrectionem  corporis  adipis,  ha- 
bere rationem  vicecuplam.  Mensuras  autem  ejus  quae  unciam 
auri  capiebat,  modum  etiam  excipere  et  notare  visum  est ;  ea 
erat  pintae  yinariae,  qualis  apud  nos  Anglos  in  usu  est,  pars 
269  paulo  minus.  Probatio  vero  talis  erat.  Pondus  aquae 
quod  intra  Tasculum  sub  ilia  linea  continebatur  notayimus,  ac 
tum  pondus  aquae  intra  pintam  contentum  similiter  notavimus, 
et  ex  xationibus  ponderum  rationes  mensurarum  coUegimus. 

Monita. 
Videndum  num  forte  contractio  corporis  arctior  ex  yi  unita 
nanciscatur  majorem  rationem  ponderis,  quam  pro  quantitate 
materiae ;  id  utrum  fiat  necne  ex  historia  propria  ponderis  con- 
stabit.  Quod  si  fiat,  fallit  certe  supputatio;  et  quo  corpora 
sunt  extensiora,  eo  plus  habent  materiae  quam  pro  calculo 
ponderis  et  mensurae,  quae  ex  eo  pendet. 

2.  Parvitas  yasis  quo  usi  sumus,  et  forma  etiam  (licet  ad 
cubes  illos  recipiendos  habilis  et  apta),  ad  rationes  exquisitas 
yerificandas  minus  propria  fuit  Nam  nee  minutias  infra  grani 
dimidium  et  quadrantem  facile  excipere  licebat,  et  quadrata  ilia 
superficies  in  paryo  nee  sensibili  adscensu  siye  altitudine  no- 
tabilem  ponderis  difierentiam  trahere  potuit,  contra  quam  fit  in 
yasis  in  acutum  surgentibus. 

3.  Minime  dubium  est  etiam  complura  corpora  quae  in 
Tabula  ponuntur,  intra  suam  speciem  magis  et  minus  recipere 
quoad  pondera  et  dimensa.  Nam  et  aquae  et  yina,  et  similia, 
sunt  certe  alia  aliis  grayiora.  Itaque  quoad  calculationem  ez- 
quisitam  casum  quendam  ista  res  recipit ;  neque  ea  indiyidua 
in  quae  experimentum  nostrum  incidit  naturam  speciei  exacte 
referre,  neque  cum  aliorum  experimentis  fortasse  omnino  in- 
minimis  consentire  possunt. 

4.  In  Tabulam  superiorem  conjecimus  ea  corpora,  quae 
spatium  siye  mensuram  commode  implere  corpore  integro  et 
tanquam  similari  possent,  quaeque  etiam  pondus  babeant,  ex 
cujuB  rationibus  de  materiae  coaceryatione  judicium  faciamus. 
Itaque  tria  genera  corporum  hue  retrahi  non  poterant  Primo, 
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ea  qus  dimensioni  cuhioie  satisiacere  non  poterant,  at  folia, 
floresy  pelliculiB^  membraasB.  Secundo,  corpora  inadquaiiter  cava 
et  poTosa,  ut  spongias,  suber,  vellera.  Tertio,  pneumatica 
pondere  non  dotantur. 

Observationes. 

Coacervatio  materud  in  corporibns  tanpbilibns^  qpm  ad  noa- 
tram  noiitiam  pervenerunt,  btra  rationes  partium  21  vel  circi- 
ter  vertuntur.  CoacervaUo  enim  maxime  compacta  invenitur 
in  auro>  maxime  expanaa  in  spiritu  vini  (ex  corporibus  dicimns 
quse  unita  sunt,  neo  evidenter  poroaa).  Namque  8i»ritus  vini 
occiipat  spatium  vicies  et  semel  repetitum,  quod  oocnpat  aurum, 
juxta  rationed  uncise  uniua  ad  grana  22.  £x  21  enim  ilUs  par* 
tibus^  quibus  corpora  alia  aliis  sunt  magis  compacta,  13  partes 
occupant  metalla ;  nam  stannmn,  quod  metallorom  est  levissi- 
mum,  ponderis  est  denar.  fere  8,  quod  decrevit  infra  pondua 
auri  denariifl  13.  Omnigena  autem  ilia  varietas,  postquam  a 
metallis  decessimus,  intra  8  illas  reliquas  partes  clauditur; 
ac  rursus  insignia  ilia  varietas,  quso  indpiendo  a  lapidibus  in- 
clusive ad  alia  ilia  protenditur,  intra  tres  tantum  partes  aut  non 
multo  plus  cohibetur.  Nam  lapis  Lydius,  qui  est  ex  lapidibua 
gravissimus  (excepto  magnete),  parum  denariia  3  pneponderat 
Spiritus  autem  vini,  qui  est  terminus  kvitatis  in  corporibus 
unitis,  denario  uno  paulo  levior  est. 

Videtur  saltus  magnus  sive  hiatus  ab  auro  et  argento  vivo 
ad  plumbum;  scilicet  a  20  denariis  et  panlo  minus  ad  12. 
Atque  licet  metallica  magna  varietate  exuberent,  vix  tamen 
existimamus  in  hoc  hiatu  multa  inveniri  corpora  media,  nisi  sint 
prorsus  rudimenta  argenti  vivL  A  plumbo  autem  gradatim 
adscenditur  ad  ferrum  et  stannum.  Bursas  alterum  magnum 
hiatum  sive  saltum  invenimus  inter  metaUa  et  lapides;  scilicet 
ab  8  denariis  ad  tres ;  tantum  enim  aut  cirdter  a  stanno  distat 
ad  lapidem  Lydium.  Solummodo  inter  hsBc  se'interponit,  et 
fere  ex  aequo,  magnes,  qui  est  lapis  metalUcus;  atque  existima- 
mus  inveniri  et  alia  fossilia  mistursd  imperfects,  et  compositss 
naturae  inter  metallum  et  lapides.  A  lajMldibua  certe  ad  reliqua 
parvis  intervallis  proceditur* 

In  vegetabilibus  autem  minime  dubitamus,  ac  etiam  in  parti- 
bus  animalium,  se  ostendere  quam  plura  corpora  etiam  satis 
roqualis  texturao,  qua)  spiritum  vini  levitate  superent.  Namque 
etiam  lignum  quercus,  quas  videtur  esse  ex  lignis  robustis  et 
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solidid,  epiritu  vini  est  levius ;  et  lignum  abietis  aclhuc  mngis. 
Florum  autem  et  folionim  plurima^  et  membranse  et  pelliculae, 
ut  spolia  serpentam  et  al»  insectorum^  et  Bimilia^  proculdubio 
ad  minores  rationes  ponderum  (si  dimensionem  illam  cubicam 
capere  possent)  accederent,  ac  multo  magis  artificialia^  ut  pa- 
pyrus, linteus  pannus  extinctus  (quali  ad  fomites  flammarum 
utimur),  folia  rosarum  qu89  supersunt  a  distillatione,  et  hu- 
jusmodL 

Beperimus  pleranque  in  partibus  animalium  corpora  non- 
nuUa  magis  compacta  quam  in  plantis.  Ossa  enim  et  cames 
magis  sunt  compacta  quam  ligna  et  folia.  Cohibenda  ac  etiam 
corrigenda  est  ilia  cogitatio,  in  quam  animus  humanus  pro- 
pendet ;  compacta  nimirum  quasque  et  maxime  solida,  esse  du- 
rissima  et  consistere  maxime;  fluido  vero  adesse  naturam  minus 
contractam.  Nam  coacervatio  materiao  non  minor  est  in  eorpo* 
ribus  qu»  fluunt,  quam  in  iis  que  consistunt,  sed  major  potius. 
Siquidem  aurum  mollitie  quadam  vergit  ad  fluorem,  atque  cum 
liquescit  neutiquam  extenditiir,  sed  priore  spatio  continetur. 
£t  argentum  vivum  ex  se  fluit>  et  plumbimi  facile  fluit,  ferrum 
aegre,  quorum  alterum  ex  gravissimis  metallis  est,  alterum  ex 
levissimis.  Sed  illud  prsecipuum,  quod  generaliter  metalla  lapi- 
des  (fluida  yidelicet  corpora,  fragilia)  pondere  longe  superent.^ 

Accidit  auro  et  argento  vivo,  quae  ex  metallis  reliquis  tanto 
sunt  graviora,  res  mira ;  nempe  ut  reperiantur  quandoque  in 
granis  et  parvis  portionibus  quasi  a  natura  perfecta,  et  fere 
pura;  quod  nuUi  fere  aliorum  metallorum  contingit,  qu»  ne- 
cesse  habent  ut  per  ignem  purgentur  et  coeant ;  cum  tamen 
haec  duo,  quorum  coitio  longe  maxima  est  et  verissima,  id  a 
natura  quandoque  absque  ignis  beneficio  consequantun 

In  inquisitione  de  re  metallica  ac  de  natura  lapidum,  attenda- 
tnr  ponun  quas  rint  ea  metalla,  quad  solent  esse  caeteris  depres- 
siora,  et  magis  in  profundo  sita,  si  quaB  hujus  rei  norma  sit  et 
experimentum  constans ;  in  quo  tamen  ipso  ratio  habenda  est 
regionis  in  qua  fodinas  sunt,  an  ipsa  foerit  terra  alta,  an  terra 
humilis.  Similiter  de  lapidibus  et  genunis,  crystallis,  an  natura 
lapidea  penetret  terram  tam  profunde  quam  metallica,  an  potius 
in  supe^cie  haereat,  quod  magis  existimamus. 

Sidphur,  quem  patrem  metallorum  esse  communis  est  opinio, 
licet  a  peritioribus  fere  repudiata,  aut  ad  sulphurem  quendam 
naturolem  non  communcm   translata,    habet  coacervationem 

'  In  the  original  fragilia  U  not  Included  within  the  parenthesis ;  obviously  by  mistake. 
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materiasj  omni  mctallo,  etiam  lapidibus  et  terns  robufltaoribiiSy 
inferiorem;  scilicet  denariorum  2  et  graaomin  2;  neqne  id 
tamen  obstat  (si  caetera  coQYenirent)  quin  cam  mercurio  con- 
fusum,  propter  ejusdem  eximiam  gravitatem,  pondera  omnium 
metallorum  pro  ratione  temperamenti  reddere  posset^  pr»ter 
pondus  auri. 

Efficiens  coitionis  in  corporibus  ad  coacervationem  non  semper 
spectator.  Nam  vitrum,  quod  coit  per  iguem  screm  et  fortem^ 
prsponderat  crjstallo,  quod  nativum  est  et  educitur  sine  igoe 
aut  eyidenti  calore  (nam  quod  glacies  sit  concreta,  id  populare 
est)  atque  ipsum  crystallum  longe  ponderosius  est^  [glacie], 
qu»  manifeste  a  frigore  cogitur,  ac  tamen  aqu»  supematat. 

Mixtura  liquorum  ex  rationibus  pondemm  solummodo  non 
pendet  aut  procedit,  siquidem  spiritus  vini  cum  oleo  amygda- 
lanmi  expresso  non  miscetur;  sed  (quod  quia  fortasse  non 
putaret)  supematat  oleo,  quemadmodum  oleum  supematat 
aquse ;  et  tamen  grano  tantum  et  dimidio  (ut  in  Tabula  con- 
spicitur)  levior  est  At  idem  spiritus  vini  aquse  licet  graviori 
longe  facilius  miscetur ;  ut  et  aqua  ipsa  rursus  facilius  miscetur 
cum  oleo  vitriolic  quam  cum  oleo  amygdalarum;  et  tamen  oleum 
vitrioli  aqua  est  granis  18  gravius ;  oleum  amygdalarum  vero 
tantum  granis  4  levins*  Neque  hoc  accipiendum  est,  quin 
in  corporibus  proportionatis  ad  mixturam  pnecipua  sit  ponde-^ 
ris  ratio.  Nam  videmus  yinum  aqusd  supematare,  si  cohibea- 
tur  agitatio,  yel  primi  casus  siye  descensus  perturbatio ;  veluti 
cum  in  vase  ubi  continetur  aqua  yinum  superinfimditurj  sed 
mediante  ofia  panis  yel  linteo,  quod  yim  ipsam  casus  primi 
frangat  Atque  idem  in  aqua  super  oleum  yitrioli  cum  hac 
industria  infusa  usu  venit.  Atque  quod  magis  est,  licet  yinum 
infundatur  prius,  et  aqua  posterius  (super  offam,  yel  per  pannum 
ut  dictum  est),  inyenit  locum  suum,  et  permeat  per  yinum,  et 
in  fundo  se  coUigit. 


Continuatio  Histories  Coitionis  et  Expansionis  MaieritB 
in  Corpore  Eodem. 

Rationes  pulyerum  majore  cum  utilitate  inquiri  si  fiat  col* 
latio  eorum  cum  corporibus  ipsorum  integris,  quam  si  poneren- 

>  Some  word  is  eridently  wanting  in  tbe  original.  Mr.  Montagu  omits  the  paren- 
thesis, puts  a  semicolon  after  cdtort,  and  inserts  ea  after  ciyttaUmm,  But  I  think  the 
insertion  otfflaeie  gives  a  better  sense. 
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tur  per  se  et  simpliclter^  judicavimuB.  Hoc  enim  modo  et  de 
corporum  diversitate  et  de  arctissimis  illis  naturae  integralis 
nexibus  et  vinculis  judicium  fieri  et  rationes  iniri  posse  ani- 
mum  advertimus.  iDtelligimus  autem  in  rationibus  pulyerum, 
pulveres  fortiter  et  maxime  presses*  Hoc  enim  facit  ad  sequa- 
tionem,  nee  recipit  casum. 

Mercurius  in  corpore  habet  in  mensura  ilia  experimentali 
secundum  quam  Tabula  ordinatur^  denar.  19^  grana  9 ;  sublima- 
tus  vero  in  pulvere  habet  denar^  3^  gran.  22. 

Plumbum  in  corpore  denar.  12,  gran.  1  dimid.  In  cerussa 
vero  in  pulvere  denar.  4,  gran.  8  dimid. 

Chalybs  in  corpore  denar.  8,  gran.  10.  In  pulvere  prsepa- 
rato  (quali  ad  medicinas  utimur)  denar  2^  gran.  9. 

CrystaUum  in  corpore  denar.  2^  gran.  18.  In  pulvere  denar. 
1.  gran.  20. 

.  Santalum  rubeum  in  corpore  denar.  1,  gran  5  dimid.  In  pul- 
vere gran.  16  dimid. 

Lignum  quercus  in  corpore  gran.  19  dimid.  In  cinere  denar. 
1^  gran.  2. 

Ut  autem  melius  intelligantur  rationes  pulveris  pressi  et  non 
pressi,  idque  pro  diversitate  corporum,  nos  pondus  rosarum,  quod 
integraliter  in  Tabulamrecipi  non  poterat,  in  pulvere  excepimus; 
iUud  in  pulvere  non  presso  dabat  gran.  7,  in  pulvere  presso  gran. 
22:  sed  idem  in  ligno  santali  rubei  experti,  santalum  rubeum  in 
pulvere  non  presso  gran.  10,  in  pulvere  presso  gran.  16  dimid. 
dare  comperimus ;  ut  sit  pulvis  rosse  pulvere  santali,  si  non  pre- 
mantur,  multo  levior,  si  premantur,  gravior.  Etiam  ad  sup- 
plementum  Tabuks  prions  rationes  pulveris  excepimus  in  aliquo 
ex  floribus,  ex  herbis,  et  ex  seminibus  (nam  radicum  dimensio 
cubica  esse  poterat),  ad  exemplum  reliquorum  in  sua  specie ; 
ac  invenimus  pulverem  floris  ros»,  ut  superius  dictum  est,  dare 
gran.  22,  herb®  sampsuchi  gran.  23,  seminis  foeniculi  dulcis 
denar.  1,  gran.  3  dimid.  Etiam  aliorum  corporum,  qu»  in 
Tabula  recipi  non  poterant,  pondera  in  pulveribus  excepimus, 
ut  arenas  albae.  Haec  dabat  denar.  1,  gran.  20.  Salis  communis, 
qui  dat  denar.  1,  gran.  10.  Sacchari,  quod  dat.  denar.  1,  gran. 
2  dimid.  Myrrh8B,quas  dat  denar.  1.  Biniorum,  quae  dant  denar. 
1.  Conspicere  autem  est  in  ipsa  Tabula  sulphur  in  corpore 
dare  denar.  2,  gran.  2 :  in  oleo  chymico  denar.  1,  gran.  18. 
Vitriolum  autem  in  corpore  denar.  1,  gran  22;  in  oleo  denar.  1, 
gran.  21.     Yinum  in  corpore  dare  denar.  1,  gran.  2  d.  qu.  in 
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distilkto  gran.  22.    Acetam  in  corpore  dare  denar.  1^  gnui. 
2.  d.  in  di»tiliato  denar.  1,  gran.  1. 

Quando  dicimus  pondus  in  corpore,  pondus  in  pulvere,  non 
intelligimus  de  eodem  individuo,  sed  de  corpore  et  pulvere 
ejusdem  speciei,  intra  eandem  illam  mensuram  tabularem  con- 
tento.  Nam  si  lignum  quercus  accipiatur,  et  idem  lignum  in 
indiTiduo  in  cinerem  redigatur ;  et  plurimum  de  pondere  de- 
perdity  et  cinis  ille  mensuram  ligni  ex  magna  parte  non  implet. 

Modus  versionis  corporis  in  pulverem  ad  apertionem  sive 
expansionem  corporis  multum  facit  Alia  enim  est  ratio 
pulveris  qui  fit  per  simplicem  contusionem  siye  limaturam: 
alia  ejus  qui  per  distillationem,  ut  subCmati :  alia  ejus  qui  per 
aquas  fortes  et  erosionem  yertendo  tanquam  in  rubiginem :  alia 
ejus  qui  per  exustionem,  ut  cinis,  calx.  Itaque  ista  cum  ad 
contemplationem  adhibeantur,  asquiparari  nullo  modo  debent 

Nos  in  singulis  diutius  quain  pro  instituti  nostri  ratione 
morari  non  possumus,  et  tamen  qute  prsstare  non  licet  de- 
signare  jurat;  ea  demum  foret  Tabula  exacta  corporum  cum 
suis  aperturis,  quse  corpora  singula  cum  pulveribus  suis,  cum 
calcibus  suis,  cum  vitrificationibus  suis,  cum  dissolutionibuB 
suis,  cum  distillatis  suis  conferret. 

Historiam  yariationis  ponderum  in  indiyiduis,  id  est  ejusdem 
corporis  integri  et  pulverizati,  ut  ejusdem  aquae  in  niye  aut 
glacie,  et  solutae  ejusdem ',  oyi  crudi  et  cocti,  ejusdem  pulH  vivi 
et  mortui,  et  simillum,  ad  historiam  propriam  ponderum  reji- 
cimus. 

ObservoHoMS. 

In  corporibus  magis  compactis  longe  arctior  est  eompactio 
partium,  quam  uUd  pulyerum  suorum  positione  attt  pressura 
»quari  potest  Et  quo  corpora  sunt  grayiora  et  solidiora,  eo 
major  differentia  redundat  inter  Integra  sua  et  aperturas  suas^ 
ut  ratio  ai'genti  yiyi  crudi  ad  sublimatum  in  pulvere  est  quin- 
tupla  et  amplius ;  rationes  chalybis  et  plumbi  non  adscendunt 
ad  quadruplam ;  rationes  cr jstalli  et  santali  non  adscendunt  ad 
duplam. 

'  So  in  the  original.  A  word  appears  to  bave  dropped  out  and  the  poDetiiatloii  to 
have  been  disturbed.  Bacon  probdbly  wrote  ut  ejusdem  aqua  in  nive  aut  glaeu  flue  t€ 
tobUa^  efusdem  on  crudi  et  codt,  &c 
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In  corporibus  levioribns  et  poiosiB  kxior  fortaase  eet  par- 
tiam  positura  in  integris  quam  in  pnlveribus  pressiB,  ut  in 
foliis  siccis  roearum.  Atqne  in  hujusmodi  corporibus,  major 
intercedit  differentia  inter  pulveres  suos  pressos  et  non 
pressos. 

Pulverum  partes  ita  se  sustentare  possunt^  nt  pulvis  non 
pressus  triplicem  impleat  mensuram  ad  pulTerem  pressnm. 

Corpora  metallica,  ut  sulphur^  vitriolnm,  in  olea  (quae  vocant) 
conversa,  ponduB  eximie  retinent^  nee  magnum  intercedit  dis- 
crimen  inter  olea  et  ipsa  corpora. 

Destillata  proculdubio  attenuantur  et  pondere  decrescimt; 
sed  hoc  &cit  Vinum  duplo  plus  quam  acetum. 

Dignissima  observatione  est  insignis  ilia  apertura  in  pulvere 
sublimati^  ad  corpus  crudum,  hoc  nomine^  quod  licet  tanta  sit 
(quintupla  enim  est^  ut  diximus)  idque  in  corpore  non  transe- 
unte^  ut  in  vaporibus  argenti  vivi,  sed  consistente,  tamen  tarn 
parvo  negotio  rursus  coit  ad  veterem  sphseram. 

Continuatio  HistoruB  dntionU  et  JExpanHonis  MateruE  per 
Spatia  in  Corpore  eodem. 

Animalia  natando  palmis  vel  pedibus  aquam  deprimunt^ 
ea  ultra  naturalem  consistentiam  depressa  et  densata  resurgit^ 
resui^ens  corpus  grave  sublevat  et  sustinet.  Homines  vero 
natandi  peritiores  corpus  suum  super  aquam  ita  librare  possunt^ 
ut  ad  tempus  absque  motu  brachiorum  vel  tibiarum  se  susti* 
neant;  etiam  pedibus  aquam  oalcant  erectly  et  alias  agilitates 
super  aquam  exercent  Aves  certe  aquatiles  palmipedes  sunt, 
et  pedum  membranis  aquam  apte  deprimunt;  in  profundiore 
autem  aqua  facilior  est  natatio. 

Ayes  volando  aerem  alis  yerberant  et  condensant,  aer  yera 
(ut  superius  de  aqua  dictimi  est)  ad  consistentiam  suam  se 
restituens  ayem  yehit  Atque  aves  quoquo  nonnunquam 
radunt  iter  suum  expansis,  sed  immotis,  alis,  aut  subinde  alas 
parufn  concutiendo,  atque  iterum  labendo.  Neque  dissimilis 
est  ratio  pennatorum  et  aliorum  yolatilium.  Nam  musce,  et 
id  genus,  habent  suas  alarum  tunicas,  quibus  aerem  pulsant 
Infirmitas  autem  alarum  ponra  corporis  mole  siye  pondere  com- 
pensatur.  Etiam  in  sublimi  fecilius  feruntur  alata,  praesertim 
qiUB  alas  habent  amplitudine  latiores,  motu  non  ita  pemices,  ut 
nrdea.     Atque  omncs  ayes,  quse  aliquanfte  magnltudinis  sunt. 
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magifl  laboriofle  ferontur,  cum  primnm  se  a  terra  devanty  ubi 
scilicet  neceese  est  aerem  esse  minas  profundom. 

Monitunu 
Motus  condensationis  in  aqua^  aut  aere,  aut  similibus,  per 
verberationem  siye  impulsionem  manifestas  est  Is  hujnsmodi 
est  Aeris  vel  aqu»  partes,  quanto  ab  impulsu  primo  sen 
yerbere  remotiores  sant,  tanto  infirmias  impetuntur  et  tardius 
cedunt ;  quanto  autem  propius,  tanto  fortius  et  yelocius ;  unde 
necessario  fit,  ut  anterior  aer  celerius  fiigiens  posteriorem 
tardius  se  expedientem  consequatur,  atque  boc  modo  coeant. 
Postquam  autem  ex  ea  coitione  major  proyenerit  condensatio 
quam  natura  patitur,  corpora  aquaa  yel  aeris,  ut  se  aperiant  et 
laxent,  resiliunt  et  reyertuntur. 


Historian 

Facies  aquffi  atque  omnis  fluidi  ab  agitatione  et  perturba- 
tione  inasqualis  est,  idque  iaaequalitate  mobili  et  successiyay 
quousque  aqua  debitam  recuperet  consistentiam,  et  pressura 
liberetur;  ut  in  undis  maris  et  fluyiorum,  etiam  postquam 
yenti  conciderint,  et  in  omni  aqua  quoyis  modo  turbata. 

Neque  dubium  est,  quin  et  similis  insequalitas  yersetur  in 
yentis,  qui  et  ipsi  in  morem  fluctuum  se  yolyunt;  neque  yel 
cessante  prima  yiolentia  se  subito  recipiunt  in  tranquillitatem ; 
nisi  quod  in  undulatione  aeris  non  interyenit  motus  grayi- 
tatis,  qui  in  aqua  cum  motu  liberationis  a  pressura  conjun- 
gitur. 

Lapis  super  aquam  lateraliter  jactus  (ut  pueri  ludendo  solent) 
resilit,  atque  iterum  et  saepius  cadit,  et  ab  aqua  repercutitur. 
Etiam  natantes  cum  ex  loco  altiore  in  aquas  se  saltu  dejidunt, 
cayent  sibi  ne  in  femorum  junctura  yi  aquas  secentur.  Deni- 
que  aqua  manu  aut  corpore  fortiter  percussa,  ferul®  aut 
corporis  durioris  instar  yerberat,  et  dolorem  incutit.  Atque  in 
Bcaphis  et  carinis,  qute  yi  remorum  aguntur,  aqua  remis  pone 
remiges  trusa  et  pressa,  non  alitor  scapham  impellit,  eamque 
prolabi  et  emicare  cogit,  quam  cum  conto  ad  littus  posito  scapha 
a  littore  summoyetun  Neque  enim  ejus  rei  causa  praacipua 
est  aqua  pone  puppim  scapbae  se  colligens  et  scapham  in  con- 
trarium  protrudens,  quod  ipsum  tamen  fit  a  pressura  se 
laxante. 
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Aer  ad  evitandam  pressaram  omnia  opera  corporis  solidi  et 
robusti  edit  et  imitatur^  ut  fit  in  ventis,  qui  naves  agant, 
arbores,  domos  evertunt  ^  prostemunt,  et  similia.  Etiam  non 
aL*a  vi  quam  ipsorum  anheUtu^  cum  balista  cava  et  longa  qu» 
aeris  compressionem  juvet,  jaculamur  ictu  nonnullo. 

Pueri  ad  imitationem  tormentorum  alnum  excavant^  et  partes 
radicis  iridis  aut  papyri  globulati  ad  ntrumque  siphonis  finem 
infarciunt^  deinde  cum  embolo  ligneo  globulum  protrudendo 
emittunt,  globulus  autem  ulterior  emittitur  cum  sono  et  impetu, 
antequam  ab  embolo  uUo  modo  tangatur^  a  vi  aeris  inclusi  et 
compressi. 

Aer  impulsu  densatus  frigidior^  et  magis  ad  naturam  aqu» 
appropinquans  videtur,  ut  ciun  flabris  ventum  facimus^  aut 
concitato  p:*adu  aerem  impellendo  rursus  refiantem  sentimus, 
aut  ore  contracto  frigidum  spiramus,  aut  ex  follibus  ventum 
emittimus.  Quinetiam  sub  dio  ventis  flantibus^  major  fit  refri- 
geratio,  quam  aere  quieto  et  placido. 

In  sonorum  generatione  aer  densatus  corporis  solidi  naturam 
imitatur ;  nam  quemadmodum  inter  duo  corpora  solida  percus- 
sione  sonus  generatur^  ita  etiam  inter  corpus  solidum  et  aerem 
densatum  fit  sonus^  et  rursus  inter  aerem  densatum  et  alium 
aerem  ex  adverso  densatum.  Nam  in  instrumentis  musicis  cum 
chordis  manifestum  est,  sonum  non  emitti  ex  tactu  seu  percus- 
sione  inter  digitum  vel  plectrum  et  chordam,  sed  inter  chordam 
et  aerem.  Chorda  enim  cum  resilit,  idque  motu  celerrimo 
propter  intentionem,  aerem  primo  densat,  dein  percutit.  ^  In- 
strumenta  autem  ex  spiritu^  propter  infirmiorem  motum  spi- 
ritus  quam  chordae,  necesse  habent  ut  forma  sint  cava  et 
conclusa,  ad  juvandam  compressionem  aeris;  quod  etiam  in 
instrumentis  cum  chordis  juvamenti  loco  adhibetun 

Aqua  arctata  et  constipata  magno  impetu  se  laxat  et  difiundit 
in  latera,  ut  latitudinem  debitam  consequatur,  ut  sub  arcubus 
pontium.  Simili  modo  et  ventus  per  angustias  densatus  inva- 
lescit  et  furit.  Adversi  autem  gurgites  aquarum  turbines 
aquarum  generant  vorticosos,  ut  quoniam  debita  relaxatio  fieri 
non  potest,  singulae  partes  pressuram  ex  sequo  tolerent. 

Aqua  ex  angustiis  subito  violenter  cmissa  corporis  continui, 
veluti  fill  aut  virgse  aut  trunci,  imaginem  refert,  et  fit  primum 
directa,  post  arcuata,  deinde  se  scindit,  et  in  guttas  hinc  illinc 
in  orbem  se  dispertit,  ut  in  fistulis  sive  syringis  et  impluviis. 

1  So  in  the  origioaL     It  should  probably  be  arboret  tvtrtuni^  domoi  prosiernunL 
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Est  genus  tnrbinis  in  paludlbus  non  infreqaens,  pneser- 
tim  post  foenum  demessom,  aut  saltern  ex  ea  ocoasione  se  con- 
spiciendum  pnebens.  Iste  typhon  ^uandoque  cumulam  f<eni 
in  aerem  sublevat^  et  ad  tempus  fere  unitum  et  non  multun 
dispersum  evehit,  donee  postquam  ad  altitudinem  magnam 
evectum  sit,  fcenum  conopei  mstar  distendat  et  spargat. 

Catinum  ligneam  yacaum  yersum,  et  ad  superficiem  aqu» 
8Bqualiter  appositum,  et  postea  sub  aquam  demersum,  secum 
portat  usque  ad  fundum  vasis  agrem  univetsum  qui  antea 
in  catino  continebatur :  quod  si  cum  aimili  lequilibrio  rur- 
sus  ex  aqua  educatur,  invenias  aerem  in  non  multo  minus 
spatium  quam  antea  implebat  se  recepisse,  quod  ex  coloratione 
labri  catini  ad  locum  quo  aqua  adscenderat,  et  a  quo  introrsum 
aer  se  receperat,  manifestum  erit. 

In  cubiculo  ubi  ventus  flarit  aperta  fenestra,  si  non  de- 
tur  exitus  ex  aliqua  alia  parte,  yentus,  nisi  yefaemens  fuerit, 
non  admodum  sentitur,  cum  a  oorpore  aeris  quod  cubiculmm 
impleyerat  et  sub'primo  flatu  nonnihil  densattun  fuerat,  et 
amplius  densari  recusat,  non  recipiatur;  dato  autem  exita 
turn  demum  manifesto  sentitur. 

Ad  commodiorem  moram  operariorum  qui  sub  aqua  opus 
aliquod  moliuntur  et  peragunt,  excogitatum  fuit,  ut  dolium 
quoddam  instar  alvei  pararetur,  ex  metallo  siye  aliqua  materia 
qu»  fundum  peteret,  id  tripode  sustineretur  pedibus  ad  labrum 
dolii  afiixis,  qui  pedes  essent  altitudinis  minoris  quam  statural 
hominis.  Dolium  istud  in  profundum  demittebatur,  cum  uui-* 
yerso  qucm  continebat  aere,  eo  modo  quo  de  catino  dictum 
est,  et  in  pedes  suos  plantabatur  et  stabat  juxta  locum  ubi 
opus  faciendum  esset  Urinatores  autem,  qui  iidem  erant 
operarii,  cum  sibi  respiratione  opus  esset,  caput  in  cayum  dolii 
inserebant,  et  recepto  aere  rursus  ad  opus  se  conferebant.  Noe 
quoque  in  balneo  famulum  fecimus  caput  suum  in  pelyim 
subter  aquam  cum  aere  depressam  inserere,  qui  ad  dimidium 
quartas  partis  hone  sub  eodem  mansit,  donee  aerem,  ex  an- 
helitu  suo  tepefactum,  sensum  quendam  suiFocationis  induxisse 
sentiret 

Aer  exiguam  aliquam  contractionem  non  aegre  admittit.  Id 
in  yesica  experiri  res  fallax  est.  Nam  cum  inflatur  yesica, 
densatur  ipso  flatu  aer,  ut  aer  intra  yesicam  densior  sit  quaxn 
aer  communis,  ideoque  non  mirum  est  si  ad  noyam  condensa* 
tionem  sit  ineptior.     Sed  in  experimento  illo  yulgari  de  catino 
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ligaeo  subter  aquam  depresso,  cerni  datur  aq^am  enbintrantem 
ex  exiremo  vasis  nonnihil  occupasse,  atque  aerem  tantidem 
spatii  detrimentum  fecisse. 

Scd  at  de  proportione  magifl  liquido  constet ;  n^lobulum,  vel 
aliud  corpus  solidum  et  ima  petenteniy  in  fundo  vasia  posuimus, 
super  quod  catinus  imponendus  esset;  turn  catinum  (metallicum 
scilicet^  non  ligueum,  quod  in  imo  yasis  stare  ex  sese  posset) 
superimposuimus.  Quod  si  corpus  illud  exiguae  sit  magnitu- 
diniS)  cum  in  concavum  catini  recipitur  aerem  contrudit^  non 
extrudit.  Quod  si  grandioris  fuerit  magnitudinis  quam  ut  aer 
libenter  cedat,  turn  aer,  majoris  pressured  impatiens,  catinum 
ex  aliqua  parte  elevat,  et  in  buUis  adscendit 

Atque  fieri  fecimus  globum  cayum  ex  piumbo  lateribus  non 
admodum  exilibus,  ut  yim  mallei  yel  torcularis  sustinere  melius 
posset  Globus  autem  ille,  malleis  percussus  ad  utrumque 
polum,  ad  planisphserium  magis  et  magis  appropinquabat. 
Atque  sub  primis  contusionibus  facilius  cedebat,  postea  pro 
modo  condensationis,  cegrius;  ut  ad  extremum  mallei  non 
multum  proficerent;  sed  pressorio,  eoque  forti,  opus  esset 
Yerum  id  prsecepimus,  ut  a  pressuris  aliqui  dies  interponeren- 
tur,  quod  in  prassentia  nihil  attinet,  sed  alio  spectat 

Aer  in  yasa  clausa  exsuctione  forti  extenditur  sen  dilatatur, 
adeo  ut  parte  aeris  sublata,  reliquus  aer  tamen  eandem  men- 
suram  impleat  quam  totus  impleyerat;  ita  tamen  ut  magna 
contentione  se  restituere  et  ab  ilia  tensura  liberare  nitatur.  Id 
yidere  est  in  ovis,  qu89  aquam  odoratam  continent  et  per  lusum 
jaciuntur  et  franguntur,  ut  adspersione  et  odore  suayi  aerem 
imbuant  Modus  autem  est,  ut  parvo  admodum  facto  in  ex- 
treme oyi  foramine,  oyi  cibum  uniyersiun  exsugant,  integra 
testa;  tum  yero  fortiter  aerem  ipsum  qui  subintrayit  ex- 
suctione forti  alligant*,  et  statim  sub  exsuctione  digito  foramen 
obturent,  atque  oyum  hoc  modo  clausum  subter  aquam  illam 
ponant,  et  tum  demum  digitum  amoyeant.  Aer  yero  tensura 
ilia  tortus,  et  se  recipere  nitens,  aquam  trahit  et  introcipit, 
quousque  portio  ilia  aeris  antiquam  recuperet  consistentiam. 

Nos  idem  cum  oyo  yitreo  experti  sumus,  et  aquam  receptam 
circa  octayam  partem  coutenti  reperimus ;  tantum  scilicet  aer 
per  exsuctionem  erat  extensus.  Sed  hoc  pro  yiolentia  majore 
aut  minore  exsuctionis  casum  recipit  Sub  finem  yero  exsu- 
ctionis  labrum  ipsum  trahebat     Sed  prasterea  cura  nobis  fuit 

*  So  io  the  original 
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noTi  experimenti,  nimintm  ut,  postquam  exsnctio  facta  fuisset, 
foramen  cera  bene  obturaretur,  et  ovum  ita  obtoratmn  per 
diem  integrom  maneret  Id  eo  fecimusj  ut  experiremur  ut 
mora  ilia  appetitum  aeriB  minueret,  ut  fit  in  rebus  consistenti- 
bu8^  yiminibus^  laminis  ferreis^  et  similibus,  quorum  motus  ad 
se  recipiendum  a  tensura  mora  ekngueecit;  sed  comperimus 
tantula  iUa  mora  nihil  effectum^  quin  ovum  illud  seque  fortiter 
ao  similem  traheret  aquie  quantitatem,  ac  si  continue  ab  ex- 
suctione  immissum  esset ;  adeo  ut  etiam  foramine  illius  aperto 
extra  aquam  novmn  aerem  cum  sonitu  et  sibilo  manifesto 
traberet :  sed  effectum  ulterioris  moras  experiri  negleximus. 

In  foUibus,  si  nullum  detur  spiraculum,  et  subito  follea 
eleyentur  et  apcriantur,  franguntur;  scilicet  cum  attrahi  non 
l)0ssit  per  rostri  follium  angustias  tanta  aeris  quantitas,  quie 
ventrem  a  piano  in  altum  subito  surgentem  implere  possit, 
nee  aer  qui  adest  in  tantum  extendi ;  unde  sequitur  follium 
effiractio. 

Histaria* 

Si  aqua  accipiatur  in  vitro  ad  mensuram  justam^  et  locus 
usque  quern  aqua  adscenderit  signetur^  et  immittatur  in  aquam 
cinis  communis  per  cribrum  mimdatus^  et  permittatur  donee  re- 
sederit ;  videbis  spatium  in  fundo  cinere  occupatiun  adscendere 
quadruple  altius^  quam  corpus  aquae  superficie  adscenderit  a 
loco  prius  signato ;  ita  ut  manifestum  sit,  aquam  cum  cinere 
commistam,  aut  sphaeram  mutare  et  se  contrahere,  aut  cinerem 
intra  cava  aquae  recipere,  cum  nullo  mode  se  expandat  pro 
ratione  cineris  recepti.  Yerum  si  hoc  in  arena  vel  tenuissima 
(sed  neutiquam  calcinata  aut  combusta)  experieris,  videbis 
aquam  surgere  in  superficie,  pari  spatio  ac  arena  surrexerit  in 
fundo.  Existimamus  etiam  infusiones  plerasque  aquas  onerare, 
neque  tamen  e:(tendere  pro  mole  corporis  recepti ;  verum  hujus 
rei  experimentum  omisimus. 

Monitum. 

Motum  successionis,  quem  motum  ne  detur  vacuum  appel- 
lant, nullo  mode  cum  motu  receptionis  a  tensura  confundimus. 
Sunt  enim  duo  isti  motus  tempore  et  opere  conjuncti,  ratione 
diversi,  ut  in  propria  historia  ejus  motus  patebit. 

Aer  per  respirationem  receptus  exigua  mora  ita  naturam 
vaporis  induit,  ut  et  speculum  caligine  quadam,  et  tanquam 
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roBcida  materia  obducat^  et  frigore  brumali  circa  barbam  con- 
geletur.  Ilia  autem  irroratio  supra  laminam  ensis  lucidam^  aut 
adamantem,  instar  nubeculee  disaipatur^  ut  corpus  politum  se 
veluti  expurget. 

Modus  processus  aqu»  circa  expansionem  et  contractionem 
quae  fiunt  in  ejus  corpore  mediante  igne^  hujusmodi  est.  Aqua 
modico  calore  lacessita  vaporem  paucum  et  rarum  emittit, 
antequam  intra  corpus  ejus  alia  conspiciatur  mutatio ;  deinde 
continuato  et  aucto  calore,  corpore  tamen  integro,  non  insurgit, 
nee  etiam  bullis  minutioribus  in  modum  spumse  efFervescit,  sed 
per  bullas  majores  adscendens  in  vaporem  copiosimi  se  solvit, 
cito  autem  evolat  aqua  et  absumitur.  Atque  vapor  ille,  si 
non  impediatur,  aeri  se  miscet;  primum  conspicuus,  etiam 
postquam  conspectum  effugerit  sensibilis,  vel  odorem  fundendo 
vel  etiam  aerem  ad  factum  et  anhelitum  humectando  et  lenien- 
do.  Tandem  vero  intra  pelagus  illud  aeris  se  condit  et  dis* 
perdit  Quod  si  prius  occurrat  corpus  solidum  (et  eo  magis  si 
sequale  fuerit  et  politum),  vapor  ille  se  ipse  subingreditur,  et 
in  aquam  restituitur  excludendo  sive  excernendo  aerem  qui 
prius  vapori  immistus  fuerat.  Atque  universus  ille  processus 
et  in  decoctione  aqu»,  ut  in  destillatione  fit  manifestus.  Sed 
porro  videmus  vapores  qui  a  terra  emittuntur,  si  penitus  a 
calore  solis  dissipati  atque  edomiti  non  fuerint,  neque  ab  aeris 
frigore  fortasse  corpori  ipsi  aeris  tequaliter  commisti,  licet  cor- 
pori  solido  non  occurrant,  tamen  a  firigore  et  ipsa  caloris  destitu* 
tione  in  aquam  restitui ;  ut  in  rore  vespertine  pr»sentius,  in 
pluviis  tardius  fit  Ex  leslimatione  eaque  diligenti  statuimus, 
expansionem  aeris,  si  ad  aquam  conferatur,  ad  rationem  cen- 
tuplam  vicecuplam,  aut  circiter,  accedere. 

Historia  Exporrectionis  Materice  in  Pneumaticis, 

Phialam  vitream  accepimus,  qu»  unciam  fortasse  unam  capere 
posset;  parvitatem  autem  vasis  duas  ob  causas  experimento 
convenire  existimavimus ;  unam,  quod  minore  cum  calore  ad 
bullitionem  properaret,  ne  forte  calore  intensiore  vesica  quae 
superimponenda  esset  adureretur  atque  exsiccaretur ;  alteram, 
ut  minorem  portionem  aeris  in  ea  parte  qute  aqua  implenda 
non  esset  caperet ;  cum  ipsiun  aerem  extensionem  per  ignem 
Buscipere  probe  cognossemus.  Itaque  ut  ilia  extensio  rationes 
VOL.  HI.  z  z 
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aque  minus  disturbaret,  non  multrnn  aeris  acDiiberi  consoltmn 
putaYimafl.  Phiala  autem  erat  ejus  figorad,  non  qu»  coUam 
rectum  haberet  sine  limbo  sive  labro  (nam  in  hujusmodi  phiala 
aqu»  vapor  citius  destillaret^  et  in  partem  vesice  collo  phiabe 
oonjunctam  ros  incumberet  et  delaberetur),  sed  quas  collum 
haberet  paululum  primo  adductum,  et  deinde  tanquam  reversum 
cum  labro.  Hanc  phialam  ad  dimidiam,  non  amplius  (existi- 
mantes  hoc  etiam  ad  celeritatem  bullitionis  oonferre),  aquft 
implevimus,  atque  pondus  aquae  cum  phiala  ipsa  exacte  no- 
tavimus  per  arenam  in  bilance  immissam;  deinde  Tesicam 
accepimus  quaB  circiter  pintam  dimidiam  contineret.  Earn  ao* 
cepimus  non  veterem  neque  siccam^  et  per  uccitatem  magis 
renitentem,  sed  reoentem  et  molliorem ;  vesicam  autem  primo 
in  sufflando  probavimus  an  integra  esset,  ne  forte  foramina 
haberet;  postea  ex  eadem  aerem  onmem,  quoad  fieri  potuit, 
expressimus.  Etiam  prius  vesicam  oleo  extra  oblivimus,  et 
oleum  quoque  {iricataone  nonnulla  recipi  •  fecimus.  Hoc  eo 
pertinebat  ut  vesica  clausior  esset^  ejus  si  qua  erat  porositate 
oleo  obturata.  Hanc  vesicam  circa  os  phialsD,  ore  phialae  intra 
06  vesicas  recepto,  fortiter  ligavimus^  filo  parum  cerato,  ut  me- 
lius adhaeresceret  et-arctius  ligaret.  Sed  hoc  ipsum  melius  fit 
luto  ex  farina  et  albumine  ovi  facto,  et  ciun  papyro  nigra  ligato 
et  bene  siccato»  ut  experti  sumus.  Tum  demum  phialam  supra 
carbones  ardentes  in  foculo  coUocavimus.  Aqua  non  ita  multo 
post  bullire  incepit,  ac  paulatim  vesicam  ex  omni  parte  su£3are» 
et  fere  ad  rupturam  usque  extendere.  Continue  vitrum  ab 
igne  removimus,  et  super  tapetem  posuimus,  ne  frigore  vitrum 
disrumperetur;  et  utatim  in  sununitate  veacae  foramen  acu 
fecimus,  ne  vapor  cessante  calore  in  aquam  restitutus  recideret, 
ac  rationes  confunderet.  Postea  vero  vesicam  ipsam  cum  filo 
sustulirous ;  lutum  autem  si  adhibitum  fuerat,  expurgavimus ; 
tum  rursus  aquam  quad  remanserat  cum  phiala  sua  ponderavi- 
mus;  comperimus  autem  circiter  pondus  duorum  denariomm 
per  vaporem  absumptum  fuisse.  Qoicquid  autem  corp<«8 
vesicam  cimi  sufflata  esset  in^leverat,  ex  illo  quod  de  aqua 
perditum  fuerat  factum  et  productum  fuisse  cognovimus.  Ita* 
que  materia  cum  in  corpore  aquaa  contracta  fuisset,  tantum 
implebat  spatii  quantum  pondus  2  denariomm  corporis  aquss 
implebat;  at  eadem  materia  in  corpore  vaporis  expansa  dimidi- 
am pintam  implebat.  Itaque  secundum  dimensionem  in  Tabula 
expressam  rationes  subduximus ;  vapor  aquae  ad  corpus  aquae 
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habere  potest  rationem  octogecuplam.  Vesica  eo  quo  diximus 
modo  sufflata^  si  nullum  detur  spiraculum^  sed  integra  ab  igne 
removeatur^  statim  ab  inflatione  ilia  decrescit^  et  subsidet^  et 
contrahitur.  Vapor  dum  vesica  turgetex  foramine  emissus, 
aliam  fere  speciem  a  yapore  communi  aquas  habebat^  magis 
taram  et  perspicuam,  et  erectam^  nee  cum  aere  tam  cite  se 
miscentem. 

Monita, 

Ne  quis  putet^  si  major  fuisset  aquas  absumptio^  tanto  ma- 
jorem  vesicam  implcri  potuisse;  nobis  enim  hoc  expertis  res 
non  successit^  sed  inflatio  quae  fit^  fere  confertim  fit,  nee  gra- 
datim.  Id  partim  adustioni  Tesicas  tribuimus  quae  facta  est 
obstinatior  nee  cedebat  facile,  et  erat  forte  porosior  (hoc  vero 
oalore  humido,  ut  balneo  Mariae,  corrigi  poterat);  sed  illud 
magis  in  causa  esse  putamus,  quod  vapor  copiosior  factus  per 
successionem  continuam,  vergit  ad  restitutionem,  et  se  ipse  con- 
densat.  Itaque  nee  est  aequiparandus  vapor  iste  qui  in  vesicam 
recipitur,  vaporibus  qui  intra  clibana'  recipiuntur;  quia  illi  se 
mutuo  subsequentes  et  trudentes  densant,  isti  vero  a  vesicae  mol- 
litie  et  cessione,  praesertim  sub  initiis  (ut  diximus)  antequam 
copia  restitutionem  incitet,  se  expandunt  ut  volunt. 

Expansio  vaporis  aquae  omnino  non  est  judicanda  ex  adspectu 
vaporis  qui  in  aerem  evolat ;  ille  enim  vapor  statim  cum  aere 
mistus  louge  maximam  corporis  misti  dimensionem  ab  aere 
mutuatur,  nee  sua  atat  mole.  Itaque  amplificatur  ad  molem 
quampiam  aeris  in  quem  recipitur,  ad  exemplum  parvae  por- 
tionis  vini  rubei,  aut  alterius  rei  infectae  et  coloratae,  quae  ma- 
gnam  quantitatem  aquae  tingit  Kationes  exactae  in  tanta  sub- 
tilitate,  nee  sine  inutili  et  curiosa  indagine  haberi  possuut,  nee 
ad  id  quod  agitur  magnopere  juvant.  Satis  est,  ut  pateat  ex  hoe 
experimento,  rationem  vaporis  ad  aquam  non  esse  duplam,  non  de- 
euplam,non  quadragecuplam,non  rursus  millecuplam,non  ducen- 
tuplam  etc.  Termini  enim  naturarum,  non  gradus,  in  praesentia 
investigantur.  Itaque  si  quis  suo  experimento  in  rationem  istam 
octogecuplam)  vel  propter  figurae  vitri  differentiam,  vel  propter 
vesicae  duritiem  aut  moUitiem,  vel  propter  caloris  modum)  non 
incidat,  id  rem  nullius  esse  momenti  sciat     Nemo  erit  (ei^isti- 

>  Clthona  in  tbe  original.    I  believe  It  ought  to  lie  elibauoi 
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mamus)  tarn  imperitns)  qui  potet  pneumatica  et  volatilia  qas 
ex  corporibus  ponderosis  evolant,  latere  in  pons  eomndem  cor- 
porum^  nee  esse  illam  ipsam  materiam  qu»  ponderosa  erat ;  sed  a 
ponderosa  parte  separari,  cum  aqua  quasi  tota  consumatur^  et  ad 
nihilum  evaporet.  Pruna  ardens  si  in  bilance  ponatur,  et  usque 
ad  extinctionem  permittatur  ut  sit  carbo,  longe  levior  invenie- 
tur.  Metalla  ipsa  per  evolationes  fumorum  pondere  insigniter 
mutantur.  Itaque  prorsus  eadem  materia  numero  tangibilis  est 
et  pondere  dotatur^  et  fit  pneumatica  et  pondus  exuit 

Historia. 

Modus  processus  olei  talis  est;  si  accipiatur  oleum  in  phiala 
yitrea  vulgari,  et  ponatur  super  ignem,  tardius  multo  buUire 
incipit,  et  majorem  calorem  ad  hoc  ut  buUiat  desiderat,  quam 
aqua.  Ac  primo  guttulae  qu»dam  aut  granula  per  corpus 
olei  sparsa  apparent,  adscendentia  cum  crepitatione  quadam; 
interim  nee  bullae  in  superficie  ludunt,  ut  in  aqua  fit,  nee 
corpus  integrum  mole  insurgit,  nee  quicquam  fere  halitus 
evolat,  sed  paulo  post  corpus  integrum  inflatur  et  dilatatur  pro- 
portione  notabili,  tanquam  ad  duplum  insurgens.  Tum  demum 
copiosissimus  et  spissus  evolat  halitus:  ad  ilium  halitum  si  flam- 
ma  admoveatur,  etiam  bono  spatio  supra  os  phialae,  flammam 
halitus  continue  concipit,  atque  statim  ad  os  phialse  descendit, 
atque  ibi  se  figit,  et  perpetuo  ardet  Quod  si  etiam  majorem 
in  modum  calefactum  fuerit  oleum,  ad  extremum  halitus  ille 
extra  vitrum  flammans,  absque  flamma  aut  corpore  aliquo  ignito 
admoto,  prorsus  se  ipse  inflammat  et  expansion^m  flammss 
induit 

Monitum, 

Yidendum  est  ut  phiala  sit  oris  angustioris,  ut  fumes  con- 
stringat,  ne  aeri  se  statim  ac  largiter  miscentes  naturam  inflam- 
mabilem  deponant. 

Historiiu 

Modus  processus  spiritus  vini  talis  est  Ille  minore  multo 
calore  excitatur^  et  celerius  ad  expansionem  se  comparat,  earn- 
que  prsBstat,  quam  aqua.     EbuUit  autem  magnis  utique  bullis, 

*  exeitaiut  in  the  orlginaL 
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absque  spuma  aut  etiam  totius  corporis  elevatione ;  vapor  autem 
ejus  dum  confertus  est^  in  bona  ab  ore  vitri  distantia  flamma 
admota  flammam  concipit^  non  tam  lucidam  certe  et  bene 
compactam  quam  oleum,  sed  tenuem  et  jejunam,  coeruleam 
quoque  et  fere  perspicuam.  Inflammatus  autem  fertur  ad  os 
yitri,  ubi  pabuli  magis  copiosi  datur  subministratio,  quemadmo- 
dum  et  oleum.  Yerum  tamen  si  inflammetur  vapor  in  parte 
ab  ore  vitri  nonnihil  deflectente  in  obliquum,  fit  inflammatio  in 
aere  pensilis,  undulata,  aut  arcuata,  imaginem  vaporis  secuta,  et 
proculdubio  longius  ipsum  comitatura>  si  vapor  ille  constipatus 
maneret,  nee  cum  aere  se  confimderet.  Atque  corpus  ipsum 
spiritus  vini,  nullo  prsecedente  vapore  notabili,  flamma  admota 
et  parum  immorante,  in  flammam  ejusque  expansionem  mu- 
tatur,  eo  citius  et  facilius,  quo  spiritus  latius  difiusus  sit  et 
minorem  occupet  altitudinem.  Quod  si  spiritus  vini  in  cavo 
palmed  manus  ponatur,  et  candela  accensa  inter  digitos  juxta 
pabnam  coUocetur  (ut  pueri  cum  pulvere  resinae  ludere  solent), 
et  spiritus  ille  leviter  projiciatur,  et  prorsum  non  sursum  di- 
recto ;  ardet  corpus  ipsum  in  aere,  et  accensum  interdum  de- 
Bcendit  recta ;  interdum  nubeculam  in  aere  volitantem  explicate 
qusB  tamen  ipsa  ad  descensum  vergit ;  interdum  ad  tecti  fasti- 
gium,  vel  latera,  vel  pavimentum,  utique  inflammatum,  adbse- 
rescit  et  ardet,  et  sensim  extinguitur. 

Habent  autem  acetum,  agresta,  vinum,  lac,  atque  alii  liquores 
simplices  (ex  vegetabilibus  et  animantibus,  dico,  nam  de  mine- 
ndibus  seorsim  memorabimus)  suos  expansionum  modos,  atque 
in  iis  notabiles  nonnullas  difierentias,  quas  hoc  loco  referre  su- 
pervacuum  visum  est.  Yersantur  autem  istse  differentiae  in  illis 
naturis,  quas  in  processibus  aquae  et  olei  et  spiritus  vini  nota- 
vimus ;  gradu  nempe  caloris ;  et  modo  expansionis,  quae  triplex 
est ;  vel  toto  corpore,  vel  spuma,  vel  bullis  majoribus.  Nam  pin- 
guia  fere  toto  corpore ;  succi  immaturi,  ut  agresta,  bullis  ma- 
joribus ;  succi  eflioeti,  ut  acetum,  minoribus,  adscendunt.  Etiam 
congregatio  spiritus  situ  diflert  Nam  in  vini  bullitione  bullae 
circa  medimn,  in  aceto  circa  latera,  se  congregare  in  ebullitione 
primo  incipiunt ;  quod  etiam  in  vino  mature,  et  forti,  et  vapido 
rursus  aut  fugiente,  cum  infunduntur,  fieri  solet* 

Omnes  autem  liquores,  etiam  oleum  ipsum,  antequam  bullire 
incipiunt,  paucas  et  raras  semibullas  circa  latera  vasis  jaciunt 
Atque  illud  etiam  omnibus  liquoribus  commune  est,  ut  parva 
quantitate  citius  bulliant  et  absumantur,  quam  magna. 

11  8 
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Momium. 

Liqnores  manifeste  compositos,  ad  hietoriam  expanaonis  et 
coitionis  materi»  mediante  igne^  haud  idoneoB  aut  proprios 
existimavimusy  quia  separationibns  et  mietnris  Buifl  rationes 
simplicis  expansionis  et  coitionis  distorbant  et  confimdant. 
Itaque  illos  ad  propriam  hbtoriam  separatiomB  et  miBtons 
ablegayimuB. 

HiHaria. 

Spibitus  villi  in  experimento  positos  cum  pileo  illo  tennbili 
(quern  cum  de  aqua  loqueremur  descripeimuB)  hujuamodi  aor- 
titufl  est  expansionem.  Comperimus  pondns  6  denariomm 
consumptum  et  in  vaporem  Bolutnm^  yeBicam  grandem  qu»  8 
pintas  capere  posset,  explevisse  et  fortiter  inflasse ;  qu»  vesica 
decuplo-sextuplo  erat  major  quam  vesica  ilia  qua  ad  aquam 
usi  sumus,  que  dimidiam  pintam  tantum  recipiebat.  Sed  in 
experimento  aqu»  pendens  solummodo  2  denariorum  facta 
erat  consumptio ;  qu»  tertia  tantum  pars  est  denariorum  sex. 
Ita  supputatis  rationibus,  expansio  vaporis  spiritns  vini  ad  ex- 
pansionem  vaporis  aquae  quintuplamrationem  habet,  et  amjdius. 
Neque  tamen  obstabat  immensa  ista  expansio,  quin,  vase  ab  igne 
remote,  corpus  ad  se  restituendum  properaret,  vesica  continue 
flaccescente  ^  et  se  insigniter  contrahente.  Atque  ex  hoc  expe- 
rimento corporis  flammae  expansionem  aestimare  coepimus,  oon- 
jectura  non  admodum  firma,  et  tamen  probabilL  Cum  enim 
vapor  spiritus  vini  res  sit  tam  inflammabilis,  atque  ad  naturam 
flammae  tam  prope  accedat,  judicavimus  rationes  vaporis  spiritus 
vini  ad  flammam,  cum  rationibus  vaporis  aquas  ad  aerem  con- 
venire.  Quales  enim  se  ostendunt  rationes  rudimentorum,  nve 
corporum  imperfectorum  et  migrantium  (vaporum  scilicet),  tales 
etiam  evadere  corporum  perfectorum  et  statariorum  (flammas 
scilicet  et  aeris)  consentaneum  est.  Ex  quo  sequetur,  flam- 
mam  aerem  raritate  sive  expansione  materia^  quintuplo  et  am* 
plius  Buperare.  Tanto  enim  se  invicem  superant  vapores  sui, 
ut  dictum  est;  flamma  vero  ipsa  ad  proprium  vaporem,  non  im- 
purum  sed  summe  praeparatum,  sesquialteram  rationem  habere 
potest,  ut  aerem  item  ad  vaporem  aquae  summe  praeparatum 
habere  posuimus. 

Neque  haec  multum  discrepant  ab  iis  quae  visu  obiter  per- 

'  JlaveMente  in  the  original 
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oipiuntor,  et  familiariter  occumint.  Nam  ai  candelam  ceream 
accensam  flatu  extingiias,  et  fill  iUius  fumei  qui  adscendit  (in 
ima  parte  antequam  dispergatur)  dimenBionem  animadvertas ; 
et  candelam  prope  flammam  admoveas^  et  rarsus  portionem 
flamm»  qusd  primo  allabitur  oontempleris ;  eam  fami  magnitu- 
dinem  non  multo  plus  quam  duplo  exeedere  judicable ;  et  ta- 
men  ille  fumus  impurior  est  et  pressior.  Quod  si  pulveris 
tormentarii  corporis  dimensionem  diligenter  notes,  aut  ad  me- 
liorem  conjecturam  in  situla  metiaris,  atque  rursus,  postquam 
flammam  corripuerit,  dimensionem  flammam  suao  advertas;  flam- 
mam corpus  (quomodo  hujusmodi  res  subito  intuitu  compre- 
hend! possit)  mille  vicibus  superare,  non  admodum  negabis. 
Atque  bujuemodi  quaddam  proportio  flamm»  ad  nitrum,  ex  iis 
qu»  prius  posuimus,  debetur.  Yerum  de  his,  cum  ad  observa- 
tiones  nostras  super  banc  historiam  ventum  erit,  darius  expli- 
cabimus. 

Aerem  ipsum  expandi  et  contrahi  ex  calore  et  frigore,  in 
Tentosis  quibus  utuntur  medici  ad  attractionem  luculenter 
videmus.  Illee  enim  super  flamma  calefact»  et  continue  ad 
carnem  applicatae,  camem  trahunt,  contrahente  se  et  restituente 
paulatim  aere.  Atque  hoc  opcratur  ex  sese,  licet  stuppa  im- 
miBsa  atque  inflammata  non  fuerit,  qua  ad  yehementiorem 
attractionem  uti  solent  Quinetiam  si  spongia  frigida  infusa 
ventosis  superimponatur  exterius,  tanto  magis  se  contrahit  aer 
virtute  frigoris,  et  fortior  fit  attractio. 

Salinum  argenteum,  quale  forma  companili  vulgatissima  ad 
mensffi  usum  adhibemus,  in  lavacro  aut  patera  aqua  plena  collo- 
cavimus,  aerem  depressum  secum  una  ad  vasis  fundum  vehens. 
Tum  prunas  ardentes  duas  aut  tres  in  concavo  illo  parvo  quod 
salem  excipere  solet  posuimus,  atque  ignem  a  flatu  excitavimus* 
Evenit  autem  non  multo  post,  ut  aer  per  calorem  rarefactus,  et 
antiqusB  sphaeraB  impatiens,  salini  fundum  ex  aliquo  latere  ele- 
Taret,  et  in  bullis  adscenderet 

Hero  describit  altaris  fabricam,  eo  artificio,  ut  superimposito 
holocausto  et  incenso,  subito  aqua  decideret,  qu»  ignem  extin- 
gueret  Id  non  aliam  poscebat  industriam,  quam  ut  sub  altare 
loco  cavo  et  dauso  aer  reciperetur,  qui  nullum  alium  (cum  ab 
igne  extenderetur)  inveniret  exittun,  nisi  qua  aquam  in  canali 
ad  hoc  paratam  impelleret  et  extruderet.  *  Erant  etiam  Batavi 
quidam  nuper  apud  nos,  qui  organum  quoddam  musicum  con- 
fecerant^  quod  radiis   solis  percussum  symphoniam  quandam 
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edebat  Id  ab  aerie  tepefacti  extcnsione,  qa®  prindpium  motuB 
dare  potiiit^  factum  fuisse  verisimile  est;  cum  certom  sitaerem^ 
vel  exigui  admodum  calorie  contactu  laceedtum,  expansionem 
statim  moliri« 

Verum  ad  magie  accuratam  ezpansioiuB  aeris  notildam,  ad 
vesicam  illam  eensibilem  versi,  vitrum  accepimus  vacuum  (sci- 
licet acre  solo  impletum) ;  ei  pileum  ilium  ex  vesica  (de  quo 
jam  antea  locuti  sumus)  imposuimus.  Vitro  autem  super  ignem 
imposito,  celerius  et  minore  calore  se  extendebat  aer^  quam 
aqua  aut  spiritus  vini ;  sed  expansione  non  admodum  ampla. 
Hanc  enim  proportionem  ferebat :  si  vesica  ex  semisse  minoris 
contenti  erat  quam  vitmm  ipeum,  aer  illam  fortiter  sane  et  plene 
inflnbat ;  ad  majorem  expandonem  non  facile  adscendebat ;  fo- 
ramine  autem  in  summitate  vesicas^  dum  inflaretur^  facto^  nul- 
lum exibat  corpus  visibile. 
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PREFACE 


TO  THE 


DESCRIPTIO  GLOBI  INTELLECTUALIS. 


This  tracts  published  by  Grater  in  1653,  muBt  have  been 
written  about  1612*  This  follows  from  what  is  said  of  the  new 
star  in  Cygnus^  which  was  first  observed  in  1600.  It  is  there- 
fore intermediate  in  date  between  the  Advancement  of  Learning 
and  the  De  AugmenHs  ;  and  though  on  a  larger  scale  than  either, 
it  is  to  be  referred  to  the  same  division  of  Bacon's  writings. 
The  design  of  all  three  is  the  same,  namely,  a  survey  of  the 
existing  state  of  knowledge.  The  commendation  of  learning 
which  forms  the  first  book  of  the  other  two  works  being  in  this 
one  omitted,  it  commences  with  the  tripartite  division  of  know- 
ledge which  Bacon  founded  on  the  corresponding  division  of 
the  faculties  of  man — memory,  imagination,  and  reason.  His- 
tory, which  corresponds  to  memory,  is  here  as  in  the  Z>«  Aug- 
mentis  primarily  divided  into  natural  and  civil,  whereas  in 
the  Advancement  the  primary  division  of  history  is  quadripar- 
tite, literary  and  ecclesiastical  history  being  made  co-ordinate 
with  civil  history,  instead  of  being  as  here  subordinated  to  it. 

The  divisions  of  natural  history  are  then  stated,  and  are  the 
same  as  in  the  De  AugmenHs  ;  and  ihe  remainder  of  the  tract 
relates  to  one  of  these  divisions,  namely  the  history  of  things 

*  Stella  nova  In  pcctore  Cygid    .    .    jam  per  duodeclm  annos  intcgros  duratit 
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celestial,  or  in  other  words  to  astronomy.  The  problems  which 
it  should  consider,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  be 
solved,  are  treated  of  at  some  length  ;  but  even  with  respect  to 
astronomy  much  which  it  is  proposed  to  do  is  left  undone,  the 
whole  tract  being  merely  a  fragment 

Bacon  has  nowhere  else  spoken  so  largely  of  astronomy ;  the 
reason  of  which  apparently  is,  that  he  was  writing  just  after 
Galileo's  discoveries  had  been  made  known  in  the  Sydereus 
NunciiUy  published  in  1611 ;  a  circumstance  which  makes  the 
Descriptio  Globi  Intellectualis  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  his 
minor  writings.  The  oracles  of  his  mind  were  in  this  case 
evoked  by  the  contemplation,  not  of  old  errors,  but  of  new 
truths. 

The  Thema  Coeli,  which  contuns  a  provisional  statement  of 
his  own  astronomical  opinions,  is  immediately  connected  with 
the  astronomical  part  of  the  Descriptio  Globi  InteUectiudis, 
They  are  clearly  of  the  same  date,  and  form  in  reality  but  one 
work. 

In  the  De  Augmentis  Bacon  has  expressed  the  same  general 
views  on  the  subject  of  astronomy  as  in  these  tracts ;  and  diey 
are  in  truth  views  which  it  was  natural  for  a  man  not  well 
versed  in  the  phenomena  of  the  science  to  entertain  and  to 
promulgate.  What  had  been  done  by  the  old  astronomers 
seemed  to  him  full  of  useless  subtleties  and  merely  mathema- 
tical conceptions ;  men  therefore  were  to  be  exhorted  to  cast  all 
these  aside,  and  to  study  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens  in- 
dependently of  arbitrary  hypotheses.  Let  us  first  obtain  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  phenomena,  and  then  begin  to  search 
out  their  real  causes.  Orbs,  eccentrics,  and  epicycles  must  not 
stand  between  the  astronomer  and  the  facts  with  which  he  h&s 
to  deaL  In  this  language,  which  had  been  held  by  others, 
there  is  something  not  wholly  untrue ;  yet  the  counsel  which 
it  contains  would,  if  it  could  have  been  followed,  have  put  an 
end  to  the  progress  of  astronomical  science.  Let  us  obtun  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  phenomena  —  this  no  doubt  is 
necessary,  but  then  how  is  it  to  be  done  ?  To  say  that  instead 
of  trying  to  resolve  the  motion  of  the  planets  into  a  combina- 
tion of  elementary  circular  motions,  we  ought  to  be  content 
to  save  the  appearances  by  means  of  spirals,  is  to  no  purpose 
unless  we  are  prepared  to  give  an  accurate  definition  of  the 
kind  of  spiral  we  mean.     Failing  this,  a  statement  that  the 
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apparent  path  of  a  planet  is  a  spiral  or  irregular  line  along 
which  it  moves  with  varying  velocity,  is  much  too  vague  to  be 
of  any  scientific  value  whatever ;  and  if  we  seek  to  give  precision 
to  this  statement,  we  find  ourselves  led  back  again  into  the 
region  of  mathematical  conceptions,  or,  if  the  phrase  be  pre- 
ferred, of  mathematical  hypotheses.  The  distinction  between 
what  is  real  and  what  is  only  apparent  lies  at  the  root  of  all 
astronomy ;  and  it  is  in  vain  to  seek  for  a  physical  cause  of  that 
which  has  only  a  phenomenal  existence,  as  for  instance  of  the 
stations  and  regressions  of  the  planets.  Thus  in  two  points  of 
view,  astronomy  must  of  necessity  employ  mathematical  hypo* 
theses,  firstly  in  order  to  the  distinct  conception  of  the  pheno- 
mena, and  secondly  in  order  to  be  able  to  state  the  problems 
which  a  higher  science  is  afterwards  to  solve.  If  the  hypo- 
theses employed  are  inappropriate,  as  in  the  systems  of  Ptolemy 
or  Tycho  Brahe,  they  may  nevertheless  have  done  good  ser- 
vice in  making  it  possible  to  conceive  the  phenomena,  and 
moreover  may  serve  to  suggest  the  truer  views  by  which  they 
are  to  be  replaced.  Almost  any  hypothesis  is  better  than  none, 
"  citius  enim,"  as  Bacon  has  elsewhere  said, "  emergit  Veritas  ex 
errore  quam  ex  confusione."  The  wrong  hypotheses  doubtless 
lead  to  premature  speculation  touching  physical  causes ;  but 
this  is  a  mischief,  which  in  course  of  time  tends  to  correct  itself, 
as  we  see  in  the  Ptolemaic  system,  of  which  the  overthrow  was 
in  good  measure  due  to  the  cumbrous  machinery  of  solid  orbs 
which  had  been  constructed  to  explain  the  motions  mechani- 
cally. It  came  to  be  seen  that  even  if  this  system  could  save 
the  phenomena,  it  was  unable  to  give  a  basis  on  which  a  just 
explanation  of  their  causes  could  be  founded. 

I  have  said  that  almost  any  hypothesis  is  better  than  none. 
But  the  truth  is  that  as  soon  as  men  begin  to  speculate  at  all 
an  hypothesis  of  some  kind  or  other  is  a  matter  of  necessity. 
On  merely  historical  grounds  and  apart  from  any  consideration 
of  the  relation  between  facts  and  ideas,  questions  might  be 
propounded  to  a  writer  who  was  trying  to  describe  the  pheno- 
mena of  the  heavens  without  introducing  any  portion  of  theory, 
to  which  he  would  not  find  it  easy  to  give  clear  answers.  Thus 
we  know  that  one  -of  the  philosophers  of  antiquity  affirmed  that 
the  sun  is  new  every  day ; — are  you  prepared,  we  might  ask,  to 
set  aside  the  authority  of  Heraclitus,  and  to  maintain  your 
theory  in  opposition  to  his  ?     If  you  affirm  that  the  sun  which 
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set  last  night  u  the  oame  as  that  which  rose  this  morniiigy  yon 
are  no  longer  a  describer  of  phenomena,  but,  like  those  whom 
jon  condemn,  a  dealer  in  hypotheses. 

However  this  difiSicoltj  is  got  over,  you  will  at  any  rate  not 
yenture  to  oonfonnd  Hesperus  and  the  morning  star.  It  is 
tme  that  one  of  the  great  teachers  of  Greece  long  mnce  as- 
serted that  they  are  the  same;  but  the  speculative  fimcies  of 
Pythagoras  must  be  rejected  not  less  than  those  of  Ptolemy  or 
Begiomontanus. 

We  find  that  Bacon,  both  in  the  De  AugmextU  and  in  the 
following  tract,  speaks  of  the  constructions  of  astronomy  as 
pnrely  hypothetical.  In  this  he  agrees  with  many  other  writers. 
It  was  a  common  opinion  that  these  constructions  had  no  foun- 
dation in  reality,  but  were  merely  employed  as  the  baas  of 
mathematical  calculations.  They  served  to  represent  the  phe- 
nomena, and  that  was  alL  This  view,  which  has  not  been 
without  influence  on  the  history  of  astronomy,  inasmuch  as  it 
made  the  tranntion  from  one  hypothesis  to  another  more  easy 
than  it  would  have  been  if  either  had  been  stated  as  of  absolute 
truth,  connected  itself  with  a  circumstance  not  nnfrequently 
overlooked.  The  struggle  between  the  peripatetic  philosophers 
and  the  followers  of  Copernicus  has  caused  an  earlier  stru^le 
of  the  same  kind  to  be  forgotten.  The  Ptolem^c  system  is 
in  reality  not  much  more  in  accordance  with  the  philosophy  of 
Aristotle  than  the  Copemican ;  and  therefore,  while  the  autho- 
rity of  Aristotle  was  unshaken,  it  could  only  be  accepted,  if 
accepted  at  all,  as  a  means  of  representing  the  phenomena. 
The  motions  of  the  several  orbs  of  heaven  must,  if  our  astro- 
nomy is  to  accord  with  Aristotle,  be  absolutely  simple  and 
concentric.  On  these  conditions  only  can  the  incorruptibility 
of  the  heavens  be  secured.  Consequently  eccentrics  and  epi- 
cycles must  be  altogether  rejected;  and  as  the  Ptolem^c  system 
necessarily  employs  them,  it  follows  that  this  system  is  only  of 
value  as  a  convenient  way  of  expressing  the  result  of  observa- 
tion. Such  was  the  view  of  those  who,  while  they  adopted 
Aristotle's  principles,  were  aware  that  the  astronomical  syst^n 
with  which  he  was  satisfied,  and  of  which  he  has  given  an 
account  in  the  twelfth  book  of  the  Metaphysics,  was  wholly 
inadequate  as  a  representation  of  the  phenomena.  But  his 
more  strenuous  adherents  went  further,  and  followed  Aver- 
roes  in  speaking  with  much  contempt  of.  Ptolemy  and  of  his 
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system ;  an  excess  of  zeal  which  Melancthon,  in  the  spirit  of 
conciliation  which  belongs  to  his  gentle  nature,  has  quietly 
condemned.^ 

Out  of  this  antinomy,  if  the  word  may  be  so  used,  sprang 
several  attempts  to  replace  the  Ptolemaic  system  by  a  construe*' 
tion  which  should  be  in  accordance  both  with  the  phenomena 
and  with  Aristotle.  Of  these  the  best  known  is  the  Homo- 
centrica  of  Fracastorius.  As  the  name  implies,  all  the  orbs 
have  on  this  hypothesis  the  same  centre,  and  of  these  homo* 
centric  orbs  he  employs  seventy-seven.  But  a  fatal  objection 
to  this  and  all  similar  attempts  is  that  they  can  give  no  expla* 
nation  of  changes  in  apparent  distance.  Fracastorius  tries  to 
set  aside  this  objection  by  asserting  that  although  the  distance 
of  some  of  the  heavenly  bodies  from  the  earth  may  seem  to 
vary,  yet  it  never  does  so  in  reality,  the  apparent  variation 
being  caused  by  the  varying  medium  through  which  they  are 
seen. 

Though  this  explanation  is  wholly  unsatisfactory,  the  wish 
to  get  rid  of  eccentrics  and  epicycles  was  sufficiently  strong  to 
win  for  Fracastorius  a  much  more  favourable  reception  than  his 
complex  and  imperfect  hypothesis  deserved.  He  was  spoken  of 
as  a  man  who  had  succeeded  in  overcoming  the  divorce  which 
had  so  long  separated  astronomy  from  philosophy.' 

Of  the  similar  attempt  made  by  D'Amico  I  know  no  more 
than  what  is  mentioned  by  Spirit!  in  his  Scrittari  Cozentini, 

The  Ptolemaic  system  being  thus  treated  as  a  mere  hypo- 
thesis by  the  followers  of  Aristotle,  for  of  course  the  astrono- 
mers who  accepted  Purbach's  theory  of  solid  orbs  must  have 
regarded  it  as  a  reality,  it  was  natural  that  Bacon  should  have 
thought  that  what  we  now  call  physical  astronomy,  that  is  the 
causal  explanation  of  the  phenomena,  ought  to  be  studied 
independently  of  this  system.  Whatever  it  had  accomplished 
might  be  as  well  done  without  it.  Spirals  and  dragons  would 
be  found  sufficient  to  represent  the  phenomena,  if  the  per- 
verse love  of  simplicity  which  had  led  the  mathematicians  to 
confine  themselves  to  circles  and  combinations  of  circles  was 
once  got  rid  of.     Galileo's  view  of  this  matter  is  however  un- 

I  See  iDlUa  PhyticaB. 

*  Sec  Flaminiui.  [Carmln.  lib.  ii.  t  ^0.  Ed,  LmteL  per  ATieo/.  Vimtem.']  It  Is 
remarkable  that  Delambre  declares  that  he  cannot  see  why  Fracastorius  should  have 
thought  his  own  system  better  than  the  old  one.  The  reason  is  perfectly  obvious  if  we 
consider  the  matter  In  connection  with  the  history  of  philosophy. 
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doubtedlj  the  true  one,  '^  Le  linee  irregolari  son  quelle  che, 
non  avendo  determinazion  veruna  sono  infinite  e  casuali,  e 
perci6  indefinibiliy  nd  di  esse  si  pu6  in  conseguenza  dimoetrar 
propriety  alcuna,  nd  in  somma  saperne  nulla;  sicchd  il  voler 
dire^  il  tale  accidente  accade  mercd  di  una  linea  irregolare,  d  il 
medesimo  che  dire  io  non  so  perchd  ei  si  accagia."^ 

Bacon  was  not  the  first  who  proposed  to  sweep  away  from 
astronomy  the  mathematical  constructions  by  which  it  seemed 
to,  be  encumbered.  We  find  in  Lucretius  nearly  the  same 
views  as  thosje  of  Bacon.  The  astronomers.  Bacon  often  says, 
insist  on  explaining  the  retardation  of  the  inferior  orbs  by 
giving  them  a  proper  motion  of  their  own,  opposite  to  that 
which  they  derive  from  the  starry  heaven :  surely  it  would  be 
simpler  to  say  that  all  tiie  orbs  move  in  the  same  direction  with 
unequal  velocities ;  tiie  inequality  depending  on  their  remote- 
ness from  the  prime  mover. 

Compare  with  this  the  following  lines  of  Lucretius : — 

**  Quanto  qunque  magis  sint  terrain  sidera  propter, 
Tanto  posae  minus  cum  oceli  turbiue  ferri : 
Evaneacere  enim  rapidas  illiua,  et  acreia 
Imminui  subter,  vireis;  ideoque  relinqui 
Faullatim  aolem  cum  poaterioribu'  aignis, 
Inferior  mnltum  quum  ait  quam  fenrida  signa : 
£t  magia  hoc  lunam  ;**  &c.' 

But  it  was  probably  not  from  Lucretius  that  Bacon  derived  this 
way  of  considering  the  matter.  For  Tclesius,  whom  Bacon 
esteemed  '^  the  best  of  the  novelista,"  and  whose  pastoral  philo- 
sophy, as  he  has  not  unhappily  called  it,  was  contented  with 
vague  speculations  as  to  the  causes  of  phenomena  without  any 
accurate  knowledge  of  their  details,  had  suggested  to  his  fol- 
lowers that  it  was  nowise  necessary  to  resolve  the  motion  of  the 
sun  into  the  motion  of  the  starry  heaven  and  the  motion  of  his 
own  orb,  and  that  on  the  contrary  this  composition  of  motions 
is  unintelligible.  You  may  see,  he  affirms,  with  your  own 
eyes  the  way  in  which  the  sun,  moving  with  one  motion  only, 
advances  continually  from  east  to  west,  and  alternately  towards 
the  north  and  south ;  all  tiiat  is  necessary  is  to  admit  that  the 
poles  on  which  he  revolves  are  not  constantly  at  the  same  dis- 

>  Sagglatore,  il.  p.  187.  «  LucreL  t.  622. 
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tanoe  from  the  poles  of  heaven^  but  on  the  contrary  are  always 
receding  from  or  advancing  towards  them.^ 

Amongst  those  who  called  themselves  Telesians  the  view 
here  su^ested  received  a  fuller  development;  they  adopted 
the  doctrine  of  Alpetragius,  a  Latin  translation  of  whose  Tlte^ 
orica  Planetarum  was  published  at  Venice  in  1531.  Alpe- 
tragius  professes  that  he  found  the  complication  of  the  Pto- 
lemaic system  intolerable,  and  that  the  foundation  of  his  own 
is  much  simpler.  *^  Apparet  sensu  quod  quilibet  planeta  re- 
volvitur  singulo  die  super  circulis  aequidistantibus  ab  nqui- 
noctiali ;  attamen  diuturnitate  temporis  et  revolutione  planetae 
multis  revolutionibus  ex  periodis  diumis,  videtur  ille  planeta 
moveri  a  puncto  in  quo  visus  est  primum  flequinoctialis  et 
respectu  motus  similis  ei  postponi  in  longitudine  et  declinare  a 
Buo  primo  loco  in  latitudine,"  of  which  the  reason  is  that  it  does 
not  really  revolve  in  circles  parallel  to  the  equator,  "  sed  est 
revolutio  girativa  dicta  laulabina  ex  declinatione  planet®  a  loco 
suo  in  latitudine."  '  Of  this  the  reason  is  twofold  :  the  planet's 
orb  moves  more  slowly  than  the  prime  mover  in  consequence 
of  its  essential  inferiority^  an  inferiority  which  increases  in  the 
case  of  different  planets  with  their  nearness  to  the  earth ;  and 
its  poles  revolve  on  two  small  circles  parallel  to  the  equator. 
Alpetragius  goes  on  to  apply  these  hypotheses  to  each  of  the 
planets.  It  is  needless  to  point  out  of  how  little  value  his 
speculations  necessarily  are.  Such  as  they  are  however,  the 
Telesians,  as  we  learn  from  Tassoni ',  were  content  to  accept 
them.  Of  the  astronomical  writings  of  the  Telesians  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  any  account  None  of  those  who  are 
mentioned  by  Spiriti  appear  to  have  published  anything  on 
the  subject.  However  this  may  be,  the  authority  of  Tassoni 
is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  school  of  Telesius  rejected  the 
Ptolemaic  system  and  especially  the  notion  that  the  planets 
&c.  have  a  proper  motion  from  west  to  east ;  and  that  their 
views  are  therefore  in  accordance  with  those  which  Bacon 
propounds  in  the  Thema  Cceli,  so  far  at  least  as  relates  to  the 
general  conception  of  the  planetary  motions. 

Patricius,  on  whom  the  influence  of  Telesius  is  manifest,  and 
who  furnished  Bacon  with  many  of  the  facts  contained  in  the 
« 

>  Teletlitt,  De  Rer.  Nat  iv.  25.  *  Alpetragius,  fo.  U.  v. 

'  F^ntieri  dlveni,  iL  4.  (Veuice,  1636.) 
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fdlowing  treatises,  also  rejected,  and  more  contemptaouslj  than 
Telesius,  the  common  astronomical  hypotheses.  The  planetary 
motions,  their  stations  and  regresuons  are,  he  says,  explained 
by  astronomers  by  the  help  of  epicydes  and  eccentrics ;  bat 
we  ascribe  them  to  the  natures  and  spirits  of  the  planets,  and 
in  a  higher  degree  to  their  sools  and  minds.  Of  this  idle 
talk  Gilbert  remarks  that  it  destroys  the  study  of  astronomy. 
'*  Quid  autem,"  he  observes,  **  tum  postea  spectabit  otiosus  in- 
cassum  philosophus,  opinione  suA  satiatus,  coelum  sine  usu  one 
motuum  prBTidentiA :  ita  nullius  usus  erit  ilia  scientia."  ^  Bat 
Patricius's  opinions  on  astronomy  could  clearly  not  be  of  much 
Talue,  seeing  that  he  was  sufficiently  ignorant  to  blame  astro- 
nomers for  not  taking  into  account  the  distance  of  the  place 
where  their  obeeryations  are  made,  firom  the  centre  of  the  earth; 
and  speaks  of  this  omission  as  '^  a  most  evident  fallacy :"  a 
remark  which  proves  that  he  had  either  never  heard  of  the 
correction  for  parallax,  or  having  heard  of  it  was  unaUe  to 
understand  its  nature. 

From  him,  however.  Bacon  derived  some  of  the  most  re- 
markable statements  in  the  Descriptio  Olobi  InteUeeiuaKs  % 
particularly  the  incredible  account  of  the  mutations  which 
Venus  underwent  in  1578.  That,  setting  aside  Patricius's 
loose  way  of  speaking,  the  real  phenomenon  was  simply  that 
Venus  was  visible  before  sunset,  is  probably  the  safest  exjda- 
nation  of  the  whole  story ;  of  which  I  have  found  no  mention 
elsewhere.  Thus  much  however  is  certain,  that  there  could 
have  been  no  such  peculiarity  in  her  appearance  as  to  suggest 
to  well-informed  persons  the  notion  that  she  had  undergone 
any  real  change,  since  in  the  controversy  whether  there  were 
any  evidence  of  corruption  or  generation  in  the  heavens  a  fact 
like  this  could  not  have  been  passed  over. 

Of  the  discoveries  announced  by  Galileo  in  the  SydereuB 
Nuncius  Bacon  does  not  speak  at  much  length,  though  it  is 
difficult  not  to  believe  that  he  was  led  to  say  so  much  of  astro- 
nomical theories  by  the  interest  which  these  discoveries  must 
have  excited  when  they  were  first  made  known.  The  disco- 
very of  Jupiter's  satellites,  the  resolution  into  stars  of  the 
nebula  Prnsepe,  and  the  urregularities  in  the  moon's  smdboe, 

>  Pbyiiol.  Mot.  il.  9. 
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are  all  mentioned  in  the  following  tract ;  but,  as  I  have  said, 
somewhat  briefly.^ 

It  is  remarkable  that  neither  in  the  following  tracts  nor  in 
his  subsequent  writings  has  Bacon  mentioned  the  discoveries  of 
Kepler.  The  treatise  De  StellA  Martis  was  published  in  1609^ 
and  became  known  in  England  at  least  as  early  as  1610. 
Harriot,  it  appears  from  Professor  Bigaud^s  account  of  his 
papers,  was  then  in  correspondence  with  him,  and  repeated  his 
calculations.  That  Bacon  was  acquainted  with  his  writings 
we  can  hardly  believe;  they  bear  so  directly  on  the  questions 
which  he  has  discussed  that  he  could  scarcely  have  neglected 
to  notice  them,  had  he  known  them  even  by  report.  In  the 
very  first  pj^e  of  Kepler^s  great  work  we  find  a  quotation 
from  Peter  Ramus,  declaring  that  he  would  resign  his  profes- 
sorship in  favour  of  any  one  who  should  produce  an  astronomy 
without  hypotheses.  To  this  Kepler  subjoins  an  apostrophe  to 
Ramus,  telling  him  that  it  is  well  that  death  had  relieved  him 
of  the  necessity  of  redeeming  his  pledge,  and  vindicating  Coper- 
nicus from  the  charge  of  having  explained  the  phenomena  of  as- 
tronomy by  unreal  hypotheses.  The  same  subject  is  resumed 
in  the  preface,  and  elsewhere  throughout  the  book.  Again,  in 
another  point  of  view,  it  makes  Bacon's  complaints  that  astro- 
nomers cling  superstitiously  to  perfect  circles  appear  somewhat 
out  of  date,  to  find  that  before  the  time  at  which  he  wrote 
the  man  who  confessedly  both  by  his  genius  and  his  official 
position  stood  at  the  head  of  the  astronomers  of  Europe  and, 
so  to  speak,  represented  them,  had  succeeded  in  saving  the 
phenomena  more  accurately  than  had  been  done  before,  by 
means  of  ellipses.  A  great  change  had  just  taken  place ;  two 
most  remarkable  laws,  the  foundations  of  modern  physical  as- 
tronomy, had  just  been  propounded,  namely  the  law  of  elliptic 
motion,  and  that  of  the  equable  description  of  areas ;  and  the 
whole  state  of  the  question  with  respect  to  the  truth  or  false- 


>  The  interest  which  these  discoveries  excited  must  have  been  very  great  Sir 
William  Lower  writes  to  Harriot,  **  I  gave  your  letter  a  double  welcome,  both  because 
It  came  from  you  and  contained  news  of  that  strange  nature  .  .  .  Methinks  my 
diligent  Galileus  hath  done  more  in  his  threefold  discovery  than  Magellane  in  opening 
the  straits  to  the  South  Sea,  or  the  Dutchmen  that  were  eaten  by  bears  in  Nova 
Zembla.**  The  news  had  just  reached  him.  His  date  is  ^  the  longest  day  of  1610/* 
It  had  taken  rather  more  than  than  three  months  to  travel  from  Italy  to  Wales.— 
Pro/esMor  Rigcmd't  Supplements  &&,  p.  26. 
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hood  of  the  Copemican  ajstem  was  thus  changed.  In  tmth 
this  system  was  inextricably  connected  not  only  with  Kepler^s 
results^  but  with  his  method.  In  his  dedication  to  the  Emperor 
he  says,  *^  Locum  (that  is,  the  place  of  Mars)  indagine  cinxi, 
curribus  magn»  Matris  Telluris  in  gyrum  circumactis^"  He 
means  by  this  that  he  used  observations  of  Mars  made  when 
in  the  same  point  of  his  orbit,  the  earth  being  at  the  time  of 
the  different  observations  in  different  points  of  hers.  The  same 
idea  of  the  connexion  of  the  Copemican  hypothesis  with  Kep- 
ler^s  method,  is  expressed  in  one  of  the  complimentary  stanzas 
prefixed  to  the  book :  — 

Coelos  Keplems  tenramm  oppugnat  alamniu : 
De  Boalifl  noli  qaaerere :  terra  Tolat 

In  one  of  Kepler's  letters  to  David  Fabricius,  nothing  can  be 
more  decided  than  his  rejection  of  the  notion  that  all  motions 
of  the  heavenly  bodies  are  in  perfect  circles.  '^  Quod  ais  non 
dubium  quin  omnes  motus  fiant  per  circulum  perfectum,  si  de 
compositis  (id  est  de  realibus)  loqueris,  falsum:  fiunt  enim 
•Copemico,  ut  dixi,  per  orbitam  ad  latera  circuli  excedentem^ 
Ptolemteo  et  Braheo  insuper  per  spiras.  Sin  autem  loqueris  de 
componentibus,  de  fictis  igitur  hoc  est  de  nullis  loqueris.  Nihil 
enim  in  ccbIo  circumit  prater  ipsum  corpus  planetce,  nuUus  orbis^ 
nullus  epicyclus :  quod  Braheante  Astronomias  initiatus  igno- 
rare  non  potes."  And  it  is  interesting  to  observe  how  clearly 
he  distinguishes  between  the  real  motions  and  the  component 
elements  into  which  they  may  be  resolved. 

Until  the  language  of  modem  analysis  had  enabled  us  to 
express  the  nature  and  properties  of  curves  merely  quantitively, 
without  reference  to  genesis  or  construction,  it  was  difficult  to 
attain  to  a  clear  way  of  thinking  as  to  the  relation  which 
astronomical  hypotheses  bear  to  reality.  In  order  to  define 
the  motion  which  actually  takes  place,  it  was  necessary  to  refer 
to  simpler  motions  which  have  only  an  abstract  or  ideal  ex- 
istence. But  then  it  was  asked,  how  can  the  result  be  real  if 
the  elements  are  not  so?  In  this  point  of  view  the  unpictu- 
resqueness  of  symbolical  language,  though  it  has  led  to  other 
inconveniences,  has  delivered  us  from  a  great  deal  of  confused 
thinking.  If  Poiosot's  illustration  of  tile  motion  of  a  rigid 
body  by  means  of  a  central  ellipsoid  rolling  on  a  fixed  plane, 
had  been  proposed  at  the  beginning  of  the  seventeentii  century. 
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moBt  people  would  have  said  thatiJie  hypothesis  was  absurd, 
though  it  might  correspond  to  the  phenomena. 

To  take  the  matter  more  generally,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  positive  truth  or  falsehood  belongs  only  to  the  region  of 
the  actual  and  individuated.  To  say  diat  two  and  three  make 
five  is  not  to  deny  that  four  and  one  do  so  too,  although 
if  I  assert  that  of  five  houses,  first  three  were  built  and  then 
two  added,  I  contradict  the  assertion  that  four  were  built  at 
first  and  that  only  one  is  of  later  date.  Not  merely  in  the  re- 
lation between  cinematical  or  formal  and  physical  astronomy, 
but  generally,  the  question  whether  an  hypothesis  be  true  or 
false  does  not  arise  unless  it  is  presented  as  a  causal  explana- 
tion. Thus  when  Berosus  taught  that  one  half  of  the  moon  is 
luminous,  and  that  her  phases  arise  from  this  half  being  always 
turned  towards  the  sun  in  virtue  of  their  mutual  sympathy, 
both  being  bright,  the  explanation  is  unexceptionable,  except 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  efficient  cause.  One  half  of  the  moon 
always  is  bright ;  and  always  is  turned  to  the  sun ;  and  this 
Berosus  saw  as  clearly  as  we  do.  It  is  in  this  way  that  false 
hypotheses  are  transformed  into  true  ones ;  not  by  the  trans- 
formation of  anything  false  into  truth,  but  by  the  severance  of 
the  causal  or  real  element  from  that  which  is  neither  true  nor 
false,  namely  the  abstract  conception.  But  the  interest  of  the 
subject  has  led  me  to  dwell  on  it  at  too  much  length. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  in  the  interval  between  the 
composition  of  the  following  tracts  and  that  of  the  Dt  Aug- 
mentis  Bacon's  leaning  t^ainst  the  Copemican  system  became 
more  decided,  though  in  the  same  interval  the  system  had 
received  an  accession  of  strength,  of  which  doubtless  he  was  not 
aware,  in  the  discovery  of  Kepler's  third  law.'  This  law,  con- 
necting as  it  does  the  planets  with  the  sun  by  an  uniform 

*  This  dlscOTcry  was  made,  as  Kepler  has  informed  us,  on  the  16th  of  May,  161  & 
In  Professor  Blgaod's  account  of  Harriot's  papers,  published  in  1838,  it  is  mentioned 
that  Harriot,  who  was  apparently  the  fint  person  to  determine  the  periods  of  Jupiter's 
satellites,  committed  an  error  of  calculation,  hi  jconsequence  of  which  that  of  the  flntl 
satellite  to  given  at  about  half  iu  real  length,  but  that  Harriot,  even  before  the  publica- 
tion in  1614  of  Marius's  Muwdu9  Jovialis,  seems  to  have  suspected  his  error.  The 
Professor  enquires  why  he  did  not  try  hto  result  by  means  of  Kepler's  third  law,  as  we 
know  that  he  was  a  student  of  the  work  in  which  this  law  is  stated  ;  forgetting  that 
only  the  lint  two  laws  were  given  in  the  De  SteUd  Marti$t  and  that  in  the  Interval 
referred  to,  between  1610  and  1614,  Harriot  could  no  more  have  known  of  Kepler's 
third  law  than  of  Newton's  Prineipia,  But  it  to  really  curious  that  Kepler  does  not 
seem  to  have  applied  hto  Uw  to  the  satellites.  The  application  to  said  to  have  been 
first  made  by  YcndeUnus.     See  Narrien,  Hui,  of  Aatnmomp,  p.  396. 
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relation  which  is  fulfilled  also  by  the  earth,  is  in  some  respects 
the  most  remarkable  of  the  three,  and  points  the  most  directly 
to  the  sun  as  the  great  centre  of  our  system.  No  doubt  neither 
this  law,  nor  all  three  together,  amounts  to  a  positive  demon- 
stration :  it  has  sometimes  been  forgotten  that  after  all  they 
are  but  approximations  to  the  truth ;  but  of  all  approximations 
these  laws  are  the  most  remarkable,  and  it  would  be  very  dif- 
ficult to  doubt,  even  without  the  knowledge  we  now  possess, 
that  they  are  grounded  on  a  physical  basis.  This  bans  is  their 
correspondence  witii  a  causal  or  physical  approximation.  They 
would  be  absolutely  true  if  the  lesser  bodies  of  the  solar  system 
did  not  attract  one  another,  and  if  all  were  attracted  by  the 
sun  as  if  he  and  they  were  physical  points.  It  would  be 
possible  to  crowd  together  a  number  of  epicycles  whereby  the 
orbit  of  the  earth  would  be  better  represented  than  on  the 
elliptic  hypothesis ;  but  such  a  system  would  have  no  phydcal 
significance.  No  doubt  too,  all  the  laws  might  be  true  and 
yet  the  earth  at  rest ;  but  we  could  not  adopt  such  an  opinion 
without  doing  violence  to  all  our  ideas  of  symmetry  and  har- 
mony,— ideas  which  influence  our  judgments  of  natural  things 
more  than  we  are  aware  of.  Such  a  doctrine  would  be  felt 
*^  primam  violare  fidem."  We  may  well  believe  that  had  Bacon 
been  acquainted  with  the  discoveries  of  Kepler,  he  would  not 
only  have  been  impressed  by  their  astronomical  importance, 
but  have  felt  the  full  force  of  the  lesson  which  they  convey. 
He  would  have  felt  that  they  constituted  a  sufficient  reason 
for  transferring  the  allegiance  which  had  been  paid  to  Mother 
Earth  to  a  nobler  object  more  justiy  entitled  to  the  homage 
which  she  had  so  long  received.  We  now  know  that  neither 
Earth  nor  Sun  is  the  true  Hestia  of  the  old  Philosopheme. 
We  know  too,  that  in  all  the  orbs  of  heaven  that  we  can  see 
or  dream  of,  there  can  be  nothing  fully  entitled  to  the  appella- 
tion, —  nothing  wholly  fixed,  or  wholly  unperturbed.  Happy 
for  us  if  we  feel  also  that  there  is  a  Sun  of  suns  whose  absolute 
existence  transcends  our  conceptions  of  space  and  time.^ 

'  I>eu8»  sine  qualltate  bonus*  sine  quantltate  niagnus,  sine  indigentla  creator,  sine 
situ  praesens,  sine  habitu  omnia  contlnena,  sine  loco  ubique  totu%  sine  tempore  sempi- 
temiis,  sine  ulla  mutatlone  routabilia  faciens,  nihUque  pattens.  —  Si,  Augmstime,  Dt 
Trin, 
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CAPUT  L 


Partitio  unhersaUt  Humana  DochiiuB  in  Hbtoriamj  Poesliij 
PhiloBophiam>  secundum  triplicem  facultatem  mentis,  Memo- 
riam,  Phantasiam,  Rationem;  quodque  eadem  partitio  cam" 
petat  etiam  in  Theologicis:  cum  idem  sit  vas  (nempe  intellectus 
humantis)  licet  materia  et  insinuatio  sint  dxoersa. 

Pabtitioxem  Docirinfle  Humanss  earn  deligimusj  qiuB  triplici 
£EU3ultati  intellectus  respondeat.  Tres  itaque  ejus  partes  a  nobis 
constituuntor:  Historia,  Poesis^  Philosophia.  EUstoria  ad 
Memoriam  refertur:  Poesis  ad  Phantasiam:  Philosophia  ad 
Bationem.  Per  Poesin  autem  nihil  aliud  intelligimus  hoc  loco, 
quam  historiaxn  fictam.  Historia  proprie  individuorum  est; 
quorum  impressiones  sunt  mentis  humaniB  primi  et  antiquissimi 
hospites;  suntque  instar  prims  materisB  scientiarum.  In  his 
individuis,  atque  in  hao  materia,  mens  humana  assiduo  se 
ezercet>  interdum  ludit.  Nam  sdentia  omnis,  mentis  et  exer- 
dtatio  et  opificium ;  poesis  ejusdem  lusus  censeri  possit.  In 
philosophia  mens  mancipatur  rebus ;  in  poesi  solvitur  a  nexu 
rerum,  et  ezpatiatur,  et  fingit  quaa  vult.  Hssc  vero  se  ita  habere 
facile  quis  cemat,  qui  simpliciter  tantummodo  et  pingui  qua- 
darn  contemplatione  intellectualium  engines  petat.  Etenim 
individuorum  imagines  excipiimtur  a  sensu,  et  in  memoria 
figuntur.  Abeunt  autem  in  memoriam  tanquam  integrae,  eodem 
quo  occurrunt  modo.  Has  rursus  retrahit  et  recolit  mens; 
atque  (quod  officium  ejus  proprium  est)  portiones  earum  com- 
ponit  et  dividit.  Habent  enim  individua  singula  aliquid  inter 
se  commune,  atque  aliud  rursus  diversum  et  multiplex.  Ea 
yero  compositio  atque  diyisio  yel  pro  arbitrio  mentis  fit,  vel 
proac  inyenitur  in  rebus.     Quod  si  fiat  pro  arbitrio  mentis, 
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mm  Generationnin;  Historiam  Pnetergeaerationum;  et  Hi- 
fltoriflm  Artium,  quam  etiam  Mechaniotm  et  Experimentalem 
appeUare  consiievaBus.  Libenter  autem  Hiatoruun  Artimn  at 
lustoruD  naturalis  speoiem  ocnntiteimus ;  quia  inveteravit  pror- 
BUS  moe  diBserendi  et  opinio,  ac  si  alind  qvq[>piam  easet  ars  a 
natora,  at  artificialia  a  natoralibua  aegregari  debeant,  taaqnaa 
toto  genere  discrepantia:  unde  et  illud  malij  quod  plerique 
hiatoria  naturalis  scriptorea  perfunctoa  se  putant,  ai  faistoriain 
animalium  aut  plantarum  aut  mineralium  confecerint,  omiasiB 
artium  meohanicarum  experimentis  (quso  longe  mazimi  ad  |dd- 
loeophiam  momenti  sant);  turn  etiam  illabitur  animis  homi- 
num  Bubtiliua  aliud  malum ;  nempe  ut  an  censeatur  aolummodo 
ut  additamentum  quoddam  natiir» ;  cujua  scilioet  ea  ait  yis,  at 
naturam  vel  inchoatam  perficere  vel  indinatam  emendare  poa- 
sit,  mini  me  vero  radicitus  transmutare  atque  in  imia  ooncu- 
tere ;  quod  plurimum  rebus  humanis  deaperationis  intulit.  At 
contra  illud  penitus  animis  hominum  inaidere  debuerat,  artifici* 
alia  a  naturalibus  non  forma  ant  essentia,  sed  efficiente  tantum^ 
differre ;  homini  vere  in  naturam  plane  nullius  rei  potestatem. 
esse,  pneterquam  motus :  ut  corpora  scilicet  naturalia  aut  ad- 
moveat,  aut  amoveat;  reliqua  naturam  intus  per  se  transigere. 
Itaque  ubi  datur  debita  admotio  corporum  naturalium  aut 
remotioy  omnia  potest  homo  atque  an ;  ubi  non  datur,  nihiL 
Runus  autem,  modo  corporum  fiat  debita  ilia  admotio  aut 
remotio  in  ordine  ad  aliquem  effectum,  sive  hoc  per  hominem 
et  artem  fiat  sive  naturaliter  absque  homine,  parum  refert; 
neque  hoc  illo  fortius  est :  yelnti  si  quis  ex  asper^one  aqusa 
simulachrum  iridis  super  parietem  excitet,  non  minus  obsequente 
utitur  natura,  quam  cum  idem  fit  in  aere  ex  nube  rosdda : 
contra  vero,  cum  aurum  invenitur  in  arenulid  ^  purum,  mqne 
sibi  ipsi  ministrat  natura,  ao  si  aurum  purum  per  fornacem  et 
ministerium  hominis  excoqueretur.  Aliquando  autem  ministe- 
rium  ex  legeuniversi  aliis  animalibus  deputatur:  neque  enim 
minus  artificiale  quiddam  est  mel,  quod  fit  mediante  industria 
apis,  quam  saccharum,  quod  hominis :  atque  in  manna  (quod 
similis  est  generis)  natura  seipsa  contenta  est  Itaque  cum 
una  atque  eadem  sit  natura,  ejus  autem  vis  per  omnia  Taleat, 
neque  unquam  ilia  a  seipsa  desciscat,  omnino  tanquam  ex  aaquo 
subordinata  tantum  ad  naturam  poni  debent  hteo  tria,  Cursos 

>  hmWm  in  the  originaL — /.  S. 


DE8CRIPTI0  GLOBI  INTELLBCTUALia  731 

naturss ;  Ezspatiatio  natuno ;  et  Ars  eiye  additus  rebus  Homo ; 
ideoque  in  historia  naturali  ea  omnia  una  et  continua  narratio- 
num  eerie  involyi  par  est :  quod  etiam  Caius  Plinius  magna  ex 
parte  fecit ;  qui  historiam  natundem  pro  dignitate  complezoa 
est,  sed  oomplexam  indignissime  tractavit.  Atque  bsec  sit  Na- 
turalis  HistoriaB  partitio  prima. 

CAPUT  III. 

Partitio  HistoricR  Naturalis,  ex  usu  et  fine  suo;  quadque  finis 
lonffe  nobilissimus  Histories  Naturalis  sit  ministratio  prima  ad 
condendam  Pkilosophiam ;  et  quod  hujusmodi  historia  (qucB 
scilicet  sit  in  ordtne  ad  eumfinem)  desideretur, 

C^TEBUM  Historia  Naturalis  ut  subjecto  triplex  (quemadmo- 
dum  diximus),  ita  usu  duplex  est  Adhibetur  eaim  aut  propter 
cognitionem  rerum  ipsarum  quae  histories  mandantiff,  aut  tan- 
quam  materia  primi^  Philosophies.  Nobilissimus  autem  finis 
historite  naturalis  is  est;  ut  sit  inductionis  verso  et  legitimaa 
supellex  atque  sylva;  atque  satis  trahat  ex  sensu  ad  instruen- 
dum  intellectum.  Ilia  enim  altera,  quss  aut  narrationum 
jucunditate  delectat  aut  experimentorum  usu  juvat,  atque 
hujusmodi  voluptatis  aut  fiructus  gratia  qusesita  est,  inferioris 
profecto  notsB  est  et  genere  ipso  vilior,  pne  ea  cujus  ea  est  vis 
et  qualitas,  ut  propria  sit  parasceve  ad  condendam  philosophiam. 
Hsec  enim  demum  ea  est  historia  naturalis  quss  yer»  et  active 
philosophisD  solida  et  asterna  basis  constituitur,  qussque  lumini 
naturao  puro  et  minime  phantastico  primam  accensionem  prasbet; 
cujus  quoque  neglectus,  et  Genius  non  placatus,  acies  illas  lar- 
varum  ac  veluti  regna  umbrarum  qua  in  philosopbiis  volitare 
cernuntur,  cum  maxima  et  calamitosa  operum  sterilitate,  nobis 
pessimo  fatoimmisit  Affirmamus  autem  et  plane  testamur,  his- 
toriam natundem,  qualis  in  ordine  esse  debeat  ad  istum  finem,  non 
haberi,  sed  desiderari,  atque  inter  omissa  poni  oportere^  Neque 
vero  aciem  mentis  alicujus  perstringant  aut  magna  antiquorum 
nomina  aut  magna  novorum  yolumina,  ut  querelam  istam  nos- 
tram  minus  justam  cogitet.  Satis  enim  scimus  haberi  historiam 
naturalem,  mole  amplam,  yarietate  gratam,  diligentia  saspius 
curiosam.  Attamen  si  quis  ex  ea  fabula6,et  antiquitatem,  atque 
authorum  citationes  et  suffragationes,  lites  item  inanes  et  contro- 
versias,  philologiam  denique  et  omamenta  eximat  (quao  ad  con- 
yiyales  sermones  hominumque  doctorum  noctes  potius  quam  ad 
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mstituendam  philosophiam  Bunt  accommodata),  profecto  ad  nihil 
magni  res  recidat.^  Itaque  thesauras  quidam  potius  ad  elo- 
quentiam  a  nonnullis  quam  solida  et  fida  rerum  narratio  quseri 
et  parari  videtur.  PraBterea^  non  multum  ad  rem  faciat  memo- 
rare  aut  ndase  florum  iridis  aut  tulupiB,  ant  etiam  concharom 
aut  canum  aut  accipitrum,  eximiaa  varietates.  Hadc  enim  et 
hujosmodi  nil  aliud  sunt  quam  naturs  lusus  quidam  et  lasciYiay 
et  prope  ad  individuorum  uaturam  accedunt.  Itaque  habent 
coguitionem  in  rebus  ipsis  exquisitam ;  informationem  vero  ad 
Bcientias  tenuem  et  fere  supervacuam.  Atque  haec  sunt  tamen 
ilia  in  quibus  naturalis  historla  vulgaris  se  jactat  Cum  autem 
degeneraverit  historia  naturalis  ad  aliena,  et  rursus  luxuiiata 
sit  in  superfluis ;  tamen  e  contra  magnte  utique  et  solids  ejua- 
dem  partes  aut  prorsus  pnotermissaB  8unt»  aut  negligenter  et 
leviter  tractataa.  Universa  vero  inquisitione  sua  et  congerie 
nuUo  modo'  ad  eum  quem  diximus  finem  (condendie  scilicet 
philosophise)  apta  et  qualificata  reperitur.  Id  in  membris 
ipsius  optime  apparebit,  atque  ex  comparatione  ejus  historic 
cujus  descriptiones  hominibus  sub  oculos  jam  proponemus^  ad 
eam  quad  habetur. 

CAPUT  IV. 

Incipit  tractatus  qiLolU  esse  debeat  historia  desiderata;  nempe 
Historia  Naturalis  ad  condendam  Philosophiam.  Id  ut 
clarius  explicetur,  primo  suhjungitur  partitio  Historian  Ge- 
nerationum.  Ejus  constituuntur  partes  quinque.  Prima, 
coelestium,  Secunda,  meteororum;  Tertia,  terras  et  maris, 
Quarta^  coUegiorum  majorum,  sive  elementorum  aut  massa- 
rum.  Quinta,  coUegiorum  minorum  sive  specierum.  Histo^ 
ria  vero  virtutum  primarum  rejicitur,  donee  explicatio  primtB 
illius  partitionis  Generationum,  Prastergenerationum,  et  Ar- 
tium,  sit  absoluta. 

QuANQUAM  vero  e  fide  nostra  esse  censemus,  hujus  ipsius  hi- 
storias  quam  desideramus  confectionem  non  aliis  relinquere>  sed 
nobis  ipsis  desumere>  propterea  quod  quo  magis  haec  res  omniam 
industries  patere  videatur,  eo  major  subest  metuB  ne  ab  insti- 
tuto  nostro  aberrent;  ideoque  eam  ut  tertiam  Instaurationis 
nostras  partem  designavimus ;  tamen  ut  institutum  nostrum  de 
explicationibus    sive    repnesentationibus  omissorum   perpetao 
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servemns,  atque  etiam  si  quid  nobis  humanitus  accident^  ut 
aliquid  in  tuto  positum  sit^  sententiam  nostram  et  consilia  de 
hac  re  jam  hoc  loco  subjungere  yisum  est.  Historise  Genera- 
tionum^  sive  Naturse  Solut®^  quinque  partes  constituimus.  E» 
sunt  historia  ^theris.  Historia  Meteororum  et  Begionum  quas 
Yocant  Aeris.  Etenim  tractum  sublunarem  ad  superficiem  us- 
que terrffi  et  corpora  in  eo  locata^  historise  meteororum  attri- 
buimus.  Etiam  conietis  cujuscunque  generis  (utcunque  se 
habeat  rei  Veritas)  tamen  ordinis  causa  locum  inter  meteora 
assignamus.  Tertio  subit  historia  Terras  et  Maris,  quas  con- 
juncta  globum  constituunt  unicum.  Atque  hucusque  rerum 
natura  distribuitur  ex  locia  et  locatis :  reliqua^  duas  partes  sub- 
stantias remm  distinguunt,  vel  massas  potius.  Congregantur 
enim  corpora  connatunJia  ad  majores  et  minores  massas :  quas 
Collegia  rerum  majora  et  minora  appellare  consueyimusy  ha- 
bentque  in  politia  mundana  rationes  inter  se  tanquam  tribus 
et  familias.  Itaque  quarto  ordine  ponitur  historia  Elemento- 
rum  sive  CoUegiorum  Majorum ;  quinto  et  ultimo  historia  Spe- 
cierum  sive  CoUegiorum  Minorum.  Elementa  enim  eo  sensu 
accipi  volumusy  ut  intelligantur  non  exordia  rerum^  sed  tantum 
corporum  connaturalium  massas  majores.  Majoritas  autem  ilia 
accidit  propter  texturam  materias  facilem^  simplicem,  obviam  et 
paratam;  cum  species  a  natura  parce  suppeditentur,  propter 
texturam  dissimilarem^  atque  in  plurimis  organicam.  Yirtutum 
▼ero  illarum,  quas  in  natura  censeri  possint  tanquam  Cardinales 
et  Catholicas,  Densi,  Bari,  Levis^  Gravis,  Calidi,  Frigidi,  Con- 
sistentisy  Fluidi,  Similaris,  Dissimilaris,  Specificati,  Organici/ 
et  similium,  una  cum  motibus  ad  ilia  facientibus,  uti  Antitypias, 
Nexus,  Coitionis,  Expansionis,  et  reliquorum  (quorum  historiam 
omnino  congeri  et  confici  volumus,  etiam  priusquam  ad  opus 
intellectus  deveniatur)  yirtutum  et  motuum  historiam,  ejusque 
conficiendas  modum,  tum  tractabimus,  postquam  explicationem 
triplicis  illius  partitionis,  Generationum,  Prastergenerationum, 
et  Artium  absolverimus.  Neque  enim  cam  scilicet  intra  tri- 
plicem  illam  nostram  partionem  inclusimus,  cum  non  proprie  sit 
historia,  sed  inter  historiam  et  philosophiam  veluti  terminus 
medius.  Jam  vero  de  Historia  Ccelestium,  et  deinceps  de  reli- 
quis  dicemus  atque  prascipiemus. 
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CAPUT  V. 

Resumitur  tracianda  Hlstaria  Ccslestiiim ;  qualis  et  esse  deheat 
in  generey  et  quad  legitima  hujusce  histariiB  ordinatio  versetur 
in  triplici  genere  priBceptarum  ;  videlicet,  de  Pine,  de  Materia, 
ae  de  Modo  caf^cienda  hujusmodi  histaruB. 

H18TORIAM  Coelestiuiii  Bunplicem  ewe  yolumus,  noc  dogma- 
1ibu8  imbatam  ;  sed  yeluti  suspeiifla  vi  et  doctrina  theoriarum  ; 
qiueque  solummodo  phaenomena  ipsa  sincera  complectatur  et 
separata,  qiUB  jam  dogmatibua  fere  concreverunt ;  deniqae  quae 
nanationes '  propomit  eo  prorsns  UAodo,  ac  si  nihil  ex  artibus 
astronomite  et  astrologia  decretmn  essetj  sed  experimenta 
tantum  et  observationes  ezacte  collecta  et  perspicue  descripta 
forent  In  quo  genere  historiie  nihil  adhuc  invenitur,  qnod 
nostro  respondeat  vota  Hujasmodi  quiddam  tantummodo 
cursim  et  licenter  attigit  Caius  Plinius :  sed  optima  foret  ea 
historia  coelestiam,  qu»  ex  Ptolemaeo  et  Copernico  et  doctio* 
ribus  ^  astronomic  scriptoribus  exprimi  et  end  possit,  si  artem 
experimento  plane  spolies,  adjunctis  etiam  recentiorum  obser- 
yationibus.  Quod  si  cui  minim  videatur,  nos  tanto  labore 
parta,  aucta,  emendata,  mrsus  ad  primam  imperitiam  et  nu- 
darum  observationum  simplicitatem  retrahere  velle ;  nos  vero 
nulla  cum  priorum  inyentonim  jactura,  tamen  longe  majus  opus 
moyemus ;  neque  enim  calculos  aut  praadictiones  tantum  medi- 
tamur,  sed  philosophiam ;  earn  scilicet,  quae  de  superiorum 
corporum  non  motu  solummodo  ejusque  periodis,  sed  substantia 
quoque  et  omnimoda  qualitate,  potestate,  atque  influxu,  intel- 
lectum  humanum  informare,  secundum  rationes  naturales  atque 
indubitatas  absque  traditionum  superslitione  et  leyitate  possit; 
atque  rursus  in  motu  ipso  inyenire  atque  explicare,  non  quid 
phssnomenis  sit  consentaneum,  sed  quid  in  natura  penitus  re- 
pertum  atque  actu  et  reipsa  yerum  sit.  Facile  autem  quis 
cemat,  et  eos  quibus  terram  rotari  placet,  et  eos  contra  qui 
primum  mobile  et  yeterem  constructionem  tenuerunt^,  tequa 
fere  et  ancipiti  phaenomenorum  adyocatione  niti.  Quin  et  ille 
noyaa  constructiouis  nostra  state  author,  qui  solem  secnndi 
mobilis,  qucmadmodum  terram  primi  mobilis,  centrum  con- 
stituit,  ut  planets  in  propriis  suis  conyersionibus  circa  solem 
choreas   ducere   yideantur    (quod  ex    antiquioribus    nonnulli 

*  doetoribvM  in  the  original. — J.  S, 

■  Compare  Bedarffntio  PMlosapkiarum,  p.  671.  note  I.— J,  S. 
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de  Yenere  et  Mercnrio  suspioati  sunt),  d  oo^tata  ad  exi- 
tum  perduxisset^  belle  profecto  rem  conficere  potuisse  vide- 
tur.'  Neque  yero  nobis  dubium  est,  quin  et  aliae  hujusmodi 
constructiones  ingenio  et  acri  cogitatione  adinveniri  possint 
Neque  illis  qui  ista  proponunt  admodum  placet,  hiec  qute  ad- 
ducunt  proisus  vera  esse,  sed  tantummodo  ad  computationes  et 
tabulas  conficiendas  commode  supposita.  At  nostra  ratio  alio 
speotat;  non  enim  concinnationes,  quse  varisd  esse  possunt,  sed 
yeritatem  rei  quflerimus,  qu»  simplex  est.  Ad  hoc  vero  histo- 
ria  ph»nomenorum  sincera  yiam  aperiretS  infecta  dogmate 
obstruct.  Neque  iUud  tacemus,  nos  in  hao  ipsa  historia  coe- 
lesfium  ad  normam  nostram  facta  et  congesta,  spem  per  se 
ponere  veritatis  circa  coelestia  inyeniendao ;  sed  multo  magb  in 
observatione  communium  passionum  et  desideriorum  materia 
inutroque  globo.  Etenim  ista  aBthereorum  et  sublunarium  quad 
putantur  diyortia,  commenta  nobis  yidentnr  et  superstitio  cum 
temeritate ;  cum  certissimum  sit  complures  effectus,  yeluti  ex- 
pansionis,  contractionisj  impressionis,  cessionis,  congregationis 
ad  massas,  attractionis,  abactionis,  assimilationis,  unionis,  et  si- 
milium,  non  solum  hio  apud  nos,  sed  et  in  fastigiis  cceli  et  in 
yisceribus  terrsd  locum  habere.  Atque  non  alii  interpretes 
magis  fidi  adhiberr  aut  consuli  possunt,  ut  intellectus  humanus 
et  ad  profunda  teme,  quaa  omnino  non  cemuntur,  et  ad  alta 
coeli,  qusa  plerunque  fallaciter  cemuntur,  penetret.  Itaque 
optime  antiqui,  qui  Proteum  ilium  multiformem,  etiam  yatem 
termaximum  fuisse  retulerunt;  qui  futura,  prseterita,  et  oc- 
culta prsBsentium  noyisset.  *  Nam  qui  materiss  passiones  catho- 
licas  noyit,  atque  per  hseo  noyit  quid  esse  possit,  non  poterit 
non  nosse  etiam  quid  ftierit,  quid  sit,  et  quid  futurum  sit, 
secundum  summas  reruuL  Itaque  plurimum  spei  et  prsBsidii 
ad  contemplationem  ooelestium  in  phjsicis  rationibus  colloca- 
mus :  per  physicas  rationes  intdligendo,  non  eas  qute  yulgo  esse 
putantur,  sed  tantnm  doctrinam  circa  illos  appetitus  materiie, 
quos  nulla  re^onum  aut  locorum  diyersitas  distrahere  aut  dis- 
terminare  queat  Neque  propterea  (ut  ad  propositum  rever- 
tamur)  ulli  diligentiiB  parci  yolumus,  quss  circa  ph»nomenorum 
ipsorum  coelestium  narrationes  et  obseryationes  possit  impend!. 
Nam  quanto  uberior  suppetat  apparentiarum  hujusmodi  copia, 
tanto  omnia  erunt  et  magis  in  promptu  et  firmiora.    De  quo 

>  The  reference  It  to  Tycho  Brabe,  and  by  nmrnuai  ex  oMti^is  Bacon  probably 
meant  Martlanus,  Capella,  and  yitruviua. 
'  So  In  the  orlgtauO.    It  should  probably  be  aperiet,  —  /.  & 
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antequam  plura  dicamus,  eat  plane  quod  gratulemur  et  me- 
chaniconim  industrise^  et  doctorum  quorundam  hominum  curse 
et  alacritaii^  quod  jam  nuper  per  instrumentorum  opticorum 
▼eluti  scaphas  et  naviculas  nova  tentari  cceperint  cum  coele- 
stibus  phflenomenis  commercia.  Atque  hoc  inceptum  et  fine 
et  aggressu  nobile  quoddam  et  humano  genere  dignum  esse 
ezistimamus :  eo  magis  quod  hujusmodi  homines  et  ausu  lau- 
dandi  sint  et  fide;  quod  ingenue  et  perspicue  proposuerunt 
quomodo  singula  illis  constiterint  Superest  tantuin  constantia 
cum  magna  judicii  seyeritate,  ut  et  instrumenta  mutent,  et 
testium  numerum  augeant,  et  singula  et  stepe  ezperiantur  et 
yarie,  demque  ut  et  ribi  ipsi  objiciant  et  aliis  patefiEusiant 
quicquid  in  contrarium  objici  possit,  et  tenuissimum  quemque 
Bcrupulum  non  spemant;  ne  forte  ilHs  eveniat,  quod  Demo- 
crito  et  aniculse  su®  evenit  circa  ficus  mellitas^  ut  vetula  esset 
philosopho  prudentior,  et  magn»  et  admirabilis  speculationis 
cauBSB  subesset  error  quispiam  tenuis  et  ridiculus.  At  ista 
tanquam  pnefati  in  genere^  accedamus  ad  descriptionem  histo- 
riad  coclestium  magis  ezplicatam ;  ut  ostendamus  quss  et  qualia 
circa  coelestia  queri  oporteat  Prime  igitur  qusestiones  natu- 
rales,  aut  saltem  ez  iis  nonnuUas  casque  pnecipuas  propone- 
mus:  iis  usus  humanos  quales  verisimile  est  ex  coBlestium 
contemplatione  educi  posse  adjiciemus ;  hsec  utraque  tanquam 
historin  scopum ;  ut  quibus  historiam  coelestium  componere 
cune  erit  norint  quid  agatur,  casque  quiestiones  una  cum  ope- 
ribus  illis  et  affectis  habeant  in  animo  et  intueantur;  unde 
talem  instituant  et  parent  historiatn,  qualis  ad  judicia  hujua- 
modi  quaestionum^  et  prsebitionem  hujusmodi  fructus  et  utUi- 
tatum  erga  genus  humanum^  sit  accommodata.  Qua^stiones 
autem  intelligimus  ejus  generis,  quae  de  facto  natune  quaerant^ 
non  de  causis.  Hoc  enim  pertinet  proprie  ad  historiam.  De- 
lude distincte  monstrabimus  in  quibus  Historia  Ccelestium  con- 
sistat,  quasque  ejus  sint  partes ;  quae  res  sint  apprehendendas  aut 
exquirendaD,  quas  experimenta  sint  comparanda  et  procuranda, 
qua9  observationes  adhibendao  et  pensitandaB,  proponentes  tan- 
quam Topica  quaedam  inductiva,  sive  Articulos  ad  interrogandum 
de  coBlestibus.  Postremo  pnecipiemus  nonnulla  non  solum  de  eo 
quod  quasri  oporteat,  sed  et  de  hoc,  quomodo  quassita  debeant 
pensitari,  etiam  exhiberi  atque  in  literas  referri,  ne  primad  in« 
quisitionis  diligentia  pereat  in  successione,  aut,  quod  pejus  est, 
infirmis  et  fallacibus  initiis  nitantur  progressus  qui  sequentur. 
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In  sumina^  dicemus  et  ad  quid  quaeri  debeat  circa  codestia^  et 
quid,  6t  quomodo, 

CAPUT  VI. 

Quod  qucBstianes  philosophiccB  circa  coelestia,  etiam  qum  prceter 
opinionem  suntg  et  quodammodo  dura,  recipi  debeant :  propo* 
nuntur  vero  quinque  qu€Bstiones  circa  systema  ipsum  ;  videlicet^ 
an  sit  systema ;  et,  si  sit,  quod  sit  centrum  ejus,  et  qualis  pro- 
funditas^  et  qualis  connexio,  et  qualis  partium  collocatio. 

ExiSTiMABiMUB  autcm  plerisque  proculdubio  reliquias  quad- 
stionum  yeterum,  jam  pridem  quasi  tumulo  conditas  et  sepultas, 
rursus  eruere,  et  fere  manes  eamm  evocare,  iisque  novas  in- 
super  qua^tiones  adspergere.  Sed  cum  ea  quas  adhuc  habetur 
circa  ooelestia  philosophia  nihil  habeat  firmitudiiiis;  cumque 
illud  nobis  perpetuo  ratum  et  fixum  sit,  omnia  novo  legitimaB 
inductionis  judicio  sistere ;  cumque  si  forte  quasstiones  aliquas  a 
tergo  relinquantur,  tanto  minus  operaa  et  diligentiso  consumetur 
in  historia,  propterea  quod  supervacuum  fortasse  videbitur  ea 
inquirere  de  quibus  quaestio  non  fuerit  mota;  necesse  habemus 
quaBstiones,  quas  ubique  porrigit  rerum  natura,  in  manns  acci- 
pere.  Quin  quo  minus'  certi  sumus  de  quaestionibus  per  viam 
nostram  determinandis,  eo  nos  minus  difficiles  praabemus  in  iis- 
dem  recipiend's.  Exitum  enim  rei  videmus.  Prima  igitur  ea 
quaestio  est.  An  sit  systema  f  Hoc  est.  An  mundus  sive  univer- 
sitas  rerum  sit  globosa  secundum  totum,  cujus  sit  centrum 
aliquod  ?  An  potius  globi  particulares  terras  et  astrorum  spar- 
gantur;  et  singuli  suis  hasreant  radicibos,  absque  systemate  et 
medio  sive  centre  communi  ?  Atque  certe  jactavit  schola  De- 
mocriti  et  Epicuri,  authores  suos  moenia  mundi  diruisse.'  Ne- 
que  tamen  id  prorsus  secutum  est  ex  iis,  quad  ab  illis  dicta  sunt 
Nam  Democritus  cum  materiam  sive  semina  copia  infinita, 
attributes  et  potestate  finita,  eademque  agitata,  nee  ab  aetemo 
quovis  modo  locata,  posuisset,  vi  ipsa  illius  opinionis  adductus 
est,  ut  mundos  multiformes,  ortui  et  interitui  obnoxios,  alios 
melius  ordinatos,  alios  male  hsBrentes,  etiam  tentamenta  mundo- 
rum  et  intermundia  statueret     Sed  tamen  ut  hoc  receptum 

I  So  in  tbc  origna].— /.  S, 

*  See  Lucretiiu»  i.957.,  finr  the  Inflnlttide  oC  the  uniTene;  and  comptre  hit  prtln 
of  Epicunu  :— 

**  vivida  vis  animt  penrtdt  et  eztrm 
Pnoetiit  longe  flammantla  mania  mundt** 

De  Bn.  NaU  I  73. 
VOL.  III.  3  B 
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fuisaety  nihil  officiebat  quia  ilia  pars  materia^  qiuD  deputata  est 
huic  ipsi  mundo,  qui  nostro  generi  est  conspicuus^  obtinuerit 
figuram  globosam.  Necesse  enim  fuit  ut  singuli  ex  illis  mandia 
figuram  aliquam  accepissent.  Etsi  eniin  in  infinito  mediom 
aliqaod  esse  neqneat,  tamen  in  partibus  infiniti  rotunda  figura 
subststere  potest^  non  minus  in  niundo  aliquo  quam  in  pila. 
Verum  Democriius  sector  mundi  bonus  fuit,  in  integralibus  au- 
tem  mundi  etiam  infra  mediocres  philosophos.  At  opinio  ilia 
de  qua  nunc  loquimur,  qusB  destruebat  et  confundebat  systema, 
fuit  Heraelidis  Pontic!,  et  Ecphanti,  et  Nicetse  Syracusani,  et 
priecipue  Philolu,  atque  etiam  nostra  setate  Gilbert!,  et  omnium 
(proter  Copemicum)  eorum  qui  terram  planetam  et  mobilem, 
et  tanquam  unum  ex  astris,  credidernnt.'  Atque  ilia  opinio 
banc  vim  habet,  ut  planetss  et  stellse  singul®,  atque  etiam  alias 
innumero  qusB  oonspectum  nostrum  ob  distantiam  fugiunt, 
necnon  ali»  qu»  nobis  sunt  invisibiles  pn^ter  naturam  non  lo- 
centem  sed  opacam,  suos  qusdque  sortitas  globes  et  formas  pri- 
marias,  per  expansionem  istam  quam  suspicimus  immensam, 
sive  yacui  sive  corporis  cujusdam  tenuis  et  fere  adiaphori,  tan- 
quam insulad  in  pelago  immenso  spargantur  et  pendeant,  atque 
super  centrum  non  commune  aliquod,  sed  quseque  globi  aui 
proprii  volent ;  aliad  simpliciter,  ali»  cum  motu  nonnullo  c^itri 
progressive.  Atque  illud  maxime  durum  est  in  hac  opinione, 
quod  tollunt  quietem  sive  immobile  e  natura.*  Videtur  antem, 
quemadmodum  sunt  in  universo  corpora  quo  rotant,  id  eat, 
motu  feruntur  infinito  et  perpetuo,  ita  et  ex  oppoaito  debere 

'  An  the  penonf  here  mentioned  aflBrmed  that  the  earth  moTed,  but  their  opinions 
are  not  aocuntely  reinnesented.  Thos  Ecphantns  and  Heraclidea  denied  that  the  earth 
chanffN  Its  place.  According  to  them  it  moves,  but  od  fi,i9  y  lurafiaerutms  ( JPbltwA. 
Dt  Plaeit.  PhUo§,  lU.  13.) :  and  with  respect  to  Ecphantus  we  are  expressly  told  by 
the  paeudo-Orlgen,  PhUoi.  c  1&,  that  be  aflrmed  r^w  y^v  lUvw  icUfamf  mw€a^ui 
wtfk  rh  whtft  ic4rrpm,  its  irp^t  AmrroX^r:  so  for  was  he  from  rpjecting  the  notion 
of  a  K6fftMs  or  system.  Philolaus  undoubtedly  admitted  the  motion  of  the  earth 
throngh  space,  and  so  probably  dM  Ntcetas,  or  rather  Hicetas ;  but  neither  of  tliem 
rejected  the  notion  of  a  system.  For  Philolaus,  see  Boeckh*s  Philolaus  and  the  second 
dissertation  De  PkttoMieo  SyttemaU,  The  Phllolaic  system  (although  Martin  appears 
to  doubt  it)  was  probably  the  same  as  that  of  the  Pythagoreans  in  general  Accoidiog 
to  it,  neither  the  earth  nor  the  sun  are  at  rest,  but,  with  the  planets,  revolve  about  a 
central  fire,  the  light  from  which  is  reflected  to  us  from  the  sun.  It  never  reaches  us 
directly,  because  between  ns  and  It  revolves  the  Antichthon,  which  is  either  a  sepa- 
rate planet,  or  simply  the  other  side  of  the  earth,  for  the  point  does  not  seem  quite 
settled.  The  passage  in  the  text  Is  apparently  taken  from  Gilbert,  Dt  UagmgU, 
vi.  S.  Heraclidea,  though  he  did  not  believe  In  the  earth*»  moving  through  spM:^,  yet 
affirmed,  as  did  also  the  Pythagoreans,  that  each  of  the  heavenly  bodies  constitutes  a 
KSiTfutt  in  Itself.  See  StobsBUS,  £c  Phys.  L  25.  On  the  oUier  hand,  PhUolaus  and 
Ecphantus  distinctly  asserted  the  unity  of  the  universe.  See  Stobeus,  uU  supra, 
i.  16.  and  23. 

«  Yet  Bacon  would  have  found,  by  referring  to  Cicero,  that  Nicetas  at  least  denied 
that  any  part  of  the  universe  except  the  earth  Is  in  motion. 
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esse  corpus  aliquod  quod  quiescat :  quibus  interponitur  media 
natura  eomm  quie  feruntur  recta,  cum  motus  rectus  partibus 
globorum  convcDiat,  et  rebus  exulantibus  extra  patrias  suas, 
qu89  ad  globos  connatnralitatis  suas  movent,  ut  cum  iis  unitae 
ipsa  quoque  aut  rotent  ant  quiescant.  Verum  huic  qusestioni 
(nempe  an  sit  systema)fLnem  dabunt  ea  quas circa  motum  terrae, 
an  scilicet  terra  stet  aut  rotetf  atque  circa  substantiam  astrorum, 
an  sit  solida  autflammea^  et  circa  asthera  sive  spatia  coeli  inter- 
st^llaria,  an  sint  corporea  aut  vacua,  decemi  poterunt.  Nam  si 
terra  stet,  et  coeli  motu  diumo  circumvolvantur,  proculdubio  est 
systema ;  quod  si  terra  rotet,  tamen  non  prorsus  evincitur  non  esse 
systema,  propterea  quod  aliud  possit  poni  centrum  systematis, 
videlicet  sol,  aut  aliud  quippiam.  Kursus,  si  unicus  globus  ter- 
ras sit  densus  et  solidus,  videtur  materia  universi  coire  et  densari 
ad  centrum  illud :  quod  si  inveniantur  luna  aut  alii  ex  planetis 
constare  etiam  ex  materia  densa  et  solida,  videntur  ex  eo  coire 
densa  non  ad  centrum  aliquod,  sed  sparsim  et  quasi  fortuity 
Postremo,  si  ponatur  vacuum  coacervatum  in  spatiis  interstella- 
ribus,.  videntur  globi  singuli  habere  circa  se  etfluvia  tenuiora,  et 
deinde  vacuum.^  Quod  si  et  ilia  spatia  corpore  replentur, 
videtur  esse  unio  densorum  in  medio,  et  rejectio  tenuiorum  ad 
circumferentiam.  Plurimum  autem  confert  ad  scientias,  nosse 
conjugationes  qu»stiohum,  propterea  quod  in  aliquibus  inveni- 
tur  historia  sive  materia  inductiva  ad  eas  dirimendas,  in  aliqui- 
bus non  item.  Dato  vero  systemate,  proximo  accedit  quaestio 
ea  seciinda,  quod  sit  centrum  systematis  ?  Enimvero  si  aliquis  ex 
globis  locum  centri  occupare  debeat,  occurrunt  globi  imprimis 
duo,  qui  naturam  medii  sive  centri  praeferre  videntur.  Terra 
et  Sol.  Pro  Terra  suflragantur  aspectus  noster  et  inveterata 
opinio,  atque  illud  onminm  maxime,  quod  cum  densa  coeant  in 
angustum,  rara  in  latmn  diffundantur  (area  autem  omnis  circuli 
contrahatur  ad  centrum),  videtur  sequi  quasi  necessario,  ut 
angustiae  circa  medium  mundi  statuantur,  ut  proprius  locus  et 
tanquam  unicus  ad  corpora  densa.  Pro  Sole  autem  facit  ratio 
ilia,  quod  cujus  partes  sunt  in  systemate  maximaB  et  potissi* 
mae,  ei  is  locus  assignari  debeat  ex  quo  ipse  in  universum 
systema  maxime  agere  et  se  communicare  possit.  Quando 
vero  is  sit  sol,  qui  mundum  vivificare  plurimum  videatur,  im- 
perticndo  calorem  et  lucem ;  rite  omnino  atque  ordine  videri 

1  Compare  GUbert,  Physiol,  ii.  27. 
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possit  collocatufl  ia  medio  mundL  Aooedit  et  illad,  quod  ad 
manifeste  habeat  asaectatorea  Venerem  et  Mercurium^  etiam 
ex  sententia  Tychonis  planetaa  reliquoe ;  adeo  ut  plane  Tideatur 
sol  centri  naturam  auatinere  poese^  et  vices  .gerere  in  allquibus  ; 
eo  propius  abest,  at  unive»i  centrum  oonstitui  poesit;  quie 
Copernici  assertio  fuit.  Veruntamen  in  systemate  Copemici 
multa  et  magna  inveniuntur  incommoda ;  nam  et  quod  triplici 
inotu  lerram  oneravit^,  incommodum  magnum,  et  quod  solem  a 
coetu  planetarum  divulsit^  cum  quibus  tot  habet  pasaiones  com- 
munesy  similiter  durum  ;  et  quod  tantum  immobilis  introduxit  in 
naturam,  ponendo  solem  et  Stellas  immobiles,  pnesertim  corpora 
maxime  omnium  lucida  et  radiantia;  et  quod  lunam  terras  tan- 

*  It  b  dlfflcnlt  to  lec  why  Baooo  tlMmkl  ipnk  of  this  ts  mtnifnt ;  the  theory  that 
Mercury  and  Venot  are  MUlUtet  of  the  ran  constitutes  a  distinct  system,  often  called 
the  Egyptian.  See  with  respect  to  H  Martin,  Etmda^  Itc,  vol.  fL  p.  129.  Acoordins  to 
Oassendl,  Copernicus  was  much  struck  by  the  passage  of  Martianus  Capdla  in  which 
this  system  is  mentioned.  Apelt  has  remarked  that  the  Copenikan  system  indudct 
two  distinct  elements :  the  flrst  the  referrace  of  the  motion  of  the  planets  to  the  sun 
as  a  common  centre ;  the  second  the  doctrine  of  the  motion  of  the  earth.  The  first 
was  common  to  Copernicus  with  Tycho  Brahe ;  the  second  was  his  own  ezdnslvdy. 
Tycho*s  system,  as  Apelt  well  observes,  is  the  natnnd  transition  from  Ptolemy*^  to  the 
Copemlcui,  and  must  of  necessity  have  been  arrived  at  as  soon  as  the  true  distances 
between  the  sun  and  the  planets  were  introduced  into  the  Ptolemaic  hypotheda. 
Thus  Tycho's  system  Is  a  step  backwards,  although  it  saved  the  phenomena  as  weU  aa 
that  of  Copernicus ;  but,  as  Apelt  goes  on  to  remark,  Tycho  was  an  observer,  and  Goper- 
nicus  a  philosopher,  who  sought  not  merely  tor  an  astronomical  hypothesis,  but  for  a 
new  idea  of  the  universe.  Copernicus  says  of  himself,  that  he  had  set  the  sun,  the 
great  light  of  tha  universe,  in  the  midst  of  the  temple  of  nature,  and  as  on  a  kingly 
throne.  Mo  man  less  deserved  to  be  spoken  of  as  a  merely  calculating  astronomer. 
Baconii  difficulty,  that  in  the  Copemican  system  the  moon  revolves  about  the  earth, 
hsd  been  felt  by  others.  Oalileo^  at  the  end  of  the  Spdertut  NumeiuM,  points  out  the 
analogy  of  this  hypothesis  with  what  he  had  discovered  to  be  the  case  with  respect  to 
Jupiter  and  his  satellites,  remarking  that  it  removed  the  difficulty  In  question. 

'  Copernicus  conceived  the  earth's  motion  round  the  sun  to  he  as  if  the  earth  were 
rigidly  attached  to  the  line  which  joins  them.  Thus  the  motion  round  the  sun  re- 
sults from  the  composition  of  two  simpler  motions,  namely  that  of  the  earth's  centre 
and  the  change  of  the  direction  of  its  axis.  The  second  of  these  components  Is  eli- 
minated from  the  hypothesis  by  supposing  that  the  earth,  besides  the  motion  round 
Uie  sun  and  about  its  own  axis,  has  a  third  motion,  namely  a  change  In  the  direction 
of  its  axis  equal  and  opposite  to  that  which  results  from  the  motion  round  the  snn. 
Galileo  showed,  by  an  illustrative  experiment,  that  this  kind  of  motion  was  in  reality 
only  an  unnecessary  complioation ;  and  Gilbert  also  makes  the  same  remark.  See  the 
6ii^{latore,  11. 304.,  and  the  Physiol.  Nova.  In  Germany  the  same  thing  was  remarked 
by  Rothman ;  but  I  am  not  aware  whether  he  or  Gilbert  was  the  flrst  penon  to  lotro- 
duoe  the  shnplificatlon,  which  Is  indeed  obvious.  Nevertheless  the  notion  of  a  triple 
motion  long  adhered  to  the  Copemican  hypothesis.  See  Paradise  Lost,  vili  130. 
Of  course  the  earth*ft  axis  really  has  a  third  motion  which  gives  rise  to  the  phenomena 
of  precession  and  mutation ;  but  this  is  exceedingly  slow.  In  Justice  to  Copernicus  it 
should  be  added,  that  though  his  notion  of  an  annual  third  motion  was  unnecesHffy, 
yet  he  employed  It,  and  In  a  correct  manner,  to  explain  precession.  Boeckh*s  notion 
that  the  movement  of  the  fixed  stars  In  the  theory  of  Phllolaus  was  introduced  for  the 
same  purpose,  does  not  seem  to  be  well  made  out  No  doubt,  as  the  earth  revolved 
every  day  round  Hestia,  the  fixed  stars  might  have  been  allowed  to  remain  at  rest ; 
but  we  have  a  remarkable  exsmple  of  a  similar  pleonasm  In  the  astronomical  theory  of 
Ciirdlnal  Cusanus.  See  the  figment  of  Cusanus  flrst  publUbed  by  Clemens  In  1 843 : 
it  is  given  in  exienMo  tn  Apelt  on  the  Beformation  of  Astronomy,  p.  23. 
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qaam  in  epicjclo  adhserere  voluit ;  et  alia  nonnulla  quae  ille 
sumit,  ejus  sunt  viri  qui  quidvis  in  natura  fingere,  modo  calculi 
bene  cedant,  nihil  putet.  Quod  si  detur  motus  terrte,  magis 
consentaneum  videatur,  ut  toUatur  omnino  systema,  et  spargantur 
globi,  secundum  eos  quos  jam  nominavimus^  quam  ut  constitua- 
tur  tale  systema  cujus  sit  centrum  sol.  Idque  consensus  secu- 
lorum  et  antiquitatis  potius  anripuit  et  approbavit.  Nam  opinio 
de  motu  terns  nova  non  est,  sed  ab  antiquis  repetit^^  quemad- 
modum  diximus ;  at  ilia  de  sole  ut  sit  centrum  mundi  et  im- 
mobile^  prorsns  nova  est  (excepto  uno  versiculo  male  traducto)  ^, 
et  primo  a  Copemico  introducta.  Sequitur  tertia  qusstio  de  pro- 
funditate  systematis;  non  ut  aliqua  ejus  mensura  capiatur  per- 
fecta^  sed  ut  in  certo  ponatur,  an  ccelum  stellatum  sit  instaruniuM 
regianis,  sive  ut  vulgo  laqtiuntur,  orbts  f  an  vera  stelltB  fixei  quas 
vacant,  sint  aluB  ahis  Mublimiores  immensa  quadam  profunditate  f 
Neque  etiim  ullo  modo  fieri  potest^  ut  iilse  sint  pans  altitudinis^ 
si  hoc  intelligatur  exacte ;  Stellas  enim  proculdubio  non  sunt 
sitse  tanquam  in  plano^   quas  habeant  dimensionem  quandam 

'  Bacon  alludes  to  Job,  li.  6.  On  this  Terse,  **  Qui  commovet  terram  de  loco  suo  et 
coIumnK  ejus  concutiuntur,**  Didacus  k  StunicA,  In  his  CommeDtary  on  Job,  published 
In  1584,  founded  an  ar|{unieDt  in  fkyour  of  the  Copernican  hypothesis,  alledging  that 
no  text  could  be  found  in  which  the  earth's  motion  is  as  distinctly  denied  as  it  is  here 
asserted : — **  Nullus  dabitur  scriptune  sacrosanctav  locus\ui  tarn  aperte  dicat  terram 
non  moveri  quam  hie  mover!  dicit'*^£(Miiica  on  Job^  p.  41.  (I  quote  from  the 
edition  of  1591).  This  argument  of  Stunica*s  seems  to  have  attracted  some  attention. 
Galileo  mentions  it  in  his  letter  to  the  Grand  Duchess  Christina,  which  was  written 
about  1615.  See  the  new  edition  of  his  works  (Florence,  1843),  ii.  p.  52.  The  pas- 
sage of  Stuntca*s  Commentary  in  which  it  occurs  is  inserted  in  Salisbury's  AfaMema- 
tieal  Collections  and  Tran$laHons  (1661),  which  contains,  beside  a  translation  of  the 
Diaiogi  dei  Sittemi,  translations  of  certain  tracts  on  the  religious  question  involved  in 
the  Copernican  controversy.  —  1  am  not  siire,  though  vertictduM  is  an  odd  expression 
for  anything  except  a  verse  in  the  Bible,  that  M.  Bouillet  is  not  right  in  thinking  that 
the  reference  is  to  what  is  said  of  Philolaus  by  Plutarch,  JDe  Flacit,  PhiL,  which  (as 
Apelt  has  remarked)  Copernicus  has  always  mistranslated,  confounding  the  central 
fire,  the  seat  of  the  gods,  with  the  sun.  See  Apeltls  Beformation  of  Astronomy,  1852, 
p.  128. 

Apelt  altogether  agrees  with  Bacon  as  to  the  complete  originality  of  Copernicus,  and, 
apparently  forgetting  what  is  said  of  Arlstarchus  by  Archimedes  and  others,  says  that 
the  idea  of  the  annual  movement  of  the  earth  sprang  out  of  the  mind  of  Copernicus, 
as  Minerva  flnom  the  head  of  Jupiter.  But  yet,  as  Humboldt  has  remarked,  he  may 
have  been  acquainted  with  the  doctrine  of  Arlstarchus.  See  Gmjiuni,  vol.  ii.  p.  349. 
Bacon  was  not,  or  he  would  not  have  said  that  the  immobility  of  the  sun  was,  **  ex- 
cepting one  verslcle,"  a  wholly  new  doctrine; 

A  third  hypothesis  as  to  Bacon's  meaning  is  that  he  refers  to  some  passage  in 
which  the  sun  is  spoken  of  as  rb  lUvow,  as  Boeckh  has  pointed  out  in  his  CommauiaHo 
Acudemica  altera  dB  Ptatonico  Syttemate,  ttc  The  sun  is  sometimes  called  /a^o^  on  mu- 
sical grounds,  and  sometimes  spoken  of  as  fUcrow  irdrrtfw,  simply  because  it  occupies  a 
middle  place  among  tbe  planets.  Such  a  passage  occurs  in  the  Plaeit,  PhiL ;  and  it  is 
perhaps  to  this  that  Bacon  refers.  Compare  Bfartin,  Etwdet  tur  b  Timie,  vol.  ii.  pp. 
103.  and  128.  I  have  not  seen  Gruppe*s  recent  work  on  the  Cosmlcal  System  of  the 
Ancients.  The  notion  that  Plato  was  the  first  proposer  of  the  Copernican  system  seems 
altogether  unfounded.  According  to  Apelt,  Gruppe  relies  on  a  passage  in  the  seventh 
book  of  the  De  LeyUmt, 

3b  S 


742  DE8CBIPTIO  G1X>BI  INTELLECTUAUa 

tantum  in  superficie  inatar  macwlanim  aut  bullarum^  aed  aunt 
ill»  globi  integri^  magni  atque  proftmdL  Itaqne  cum  tarn  diB- 
parifl  reperiantur  eeae  magnitudinia,  omnino  necesse  est  at  alias 
promineant  vel  aarsum  versus  vel  deorsnm^  nee  fieri  potest 
ut  aut  per  anperiora  aut  inferiora  una  conjungantur  superficie. 
Hoc  yero  si  fiat  in  pardbus  atellarum,  temerarium  plane  esset 
asserere,  etiam  in  corpore  integro,  Stellas  non  esse  alias  aliis 
altiores ;  sed  ut  hoc  verum  sit^  tamen  asseri  potest  crassities 
qu»dam  definita  (licet  insignia)  ejus  regionis  qu»  vocatur  sphaera 
sive  ccelum  steUatum,  que  hujusmodi  prominentias  et  altitudinis 
gradus  quodammodo  terminet:  yidemus  enim  ex  i^pogasis  et 
perigasis  planetariun,  singulis  eorum  coelia  competere  craasitiem 
notabilem,  per  qu»  ascendant  et  descendant.  At  qutMtio  ista 
tantum  eo  spectat,  utrum  stellsa  aliad  sint  super  alias^  tanquam 
planeta  super  planetam,  et  quasi  in  diversis  orbibus.  Atque 
haac  quflestio  illi  alteri  qu»8tioni,  de  motu  aut  statu  teme^  ami- 
liter  affinis  est  Nam  si  atellso  moveantur  motu  diumo  circa 
terram^  quandoquidem  e»  universas  pari  incitatione  et  uno 
yeluti  spiritu  agantur,  (cumque  in  planetis  plane  constet,  prout 
variatur  in  sublimitate  et  humiiitat.e  situs,  ita  edam  yariari  in 
celeritate  et  tardltate  motus)  probabile  est  Stellas,  yelocitate 
cursus  pares,  etiam  in  una  regione  aBtheris  locari,  cujus  licet 
crassities  sive  profunditas  ponatur  esse  magna,  tamen  non  sit 
tanta  ut  faciat  ad  discrimen  incitationis  sive  celeritatis  in  motu  ; 
sed  ut  per  eam  regionem  universam  omnia  putentur  tanquam 
vinculo  connaturalitatis  devincta  pariter  rotare,  vel  saltem  cum 
discrepantia  tali,  quas  ad  aspectum  nostrum  propter  distan- 
tiam  deferri  non  possit.  Quod  si  terra  moveatur,  Stellas  vel 
stare  poterunt,  quod  Copemico  placuit,  aut,  quod  longe  magis 
verisimile  est,  et  a  Gilberto  introductum,  illaa  poterunt  singulae 
rotare  super  centrum  suum  in  loco  suo,  absque  aliquo  motu 
centri  sui,  quemadmodum  et  ipsa  terra ;  si  modo .  ilium  motum 
diumum  terrse  ab  adscititiis  illis  duobus  motibus,  quos  Coper- 
nicus superaddidit,  sejungas.'  Utrum  vis  antem  honun  A  fiat, 
niliil  prohibet,  quin  Stellas  alias  supra  alias  sint  donee  aspectum 
nostrum  efiugiant.  Quarta  proponitur  quaestio  de  nexu  sive 
connexione  systematis.     Atque  de  natura  et  essentia  corporis  vel 

*  "  Manifeatum  ergo  est  quod  syden  omnia  tanquam  la  distlnctis  repotlta  loda  in 
ipsis  conglobantur,  quae  centris  propriis  nituntur  et  circa  ipsa  ooDSuunt  partes  eorum 
omues.  Quod  si  motum  habent,  erit  ille  potius  circa  proprlum  ci^uaque  centrum,  ut 
terre  motuB,  aut  centri  progresslone  in  orbem,  ut  Lun« ;  non  erit  m  tam  numeroea 
•olutA  (n«ge  circularis  motus.-—  Gilbertua,  De  Ma^nete,  vi.  8. 
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rei  qusB  SBther  purue  oensetur,  et  astris  interjacet,  postca  iu*- 
quiremus.  Nunc  tantam  de  coh»rentia  sjBtematis  dicemus. 
Ejus  rei  ratio  est  triplex.  Aut  enim  datur  vacuum,  aut  conti- 
guum,  aut  continuum ;  itaque  primo  quaDntur,  an  sit  vacuum 
coacervatum  in  spatiis  interstellaribus  f  Id  quod  GilbertuB 
diserte  posuit ',  atqua  etiam  antiquorum  nonnulli  ex  iis  qui 
globos  epargi  sine  systemate  opinati  sunt  innuere  videntur; 
prsesertim  ii  qui  astrorum  corpora  compacta  asseruere.  Opinio 
talis  est :  Globos  uniyersos,  tarn  astra  quam  terram,  ex  materia 
solida  et  densa  constare:  illos  autem  in  proximo  circumdari 
genere  quodam  corporum,  qu»  sint  ipsi  globo  aliquatenus  con* 
naturalia,  sed  tamen  magis  imperfecta,  languida,  et  attenuata, 
quaeque  nil  aliud  sint  quam  globorum  ipsorum  effluvia  et 
emanationes;  qualia  sunt  vapores  et  halitus,  atque  adeo  aer 
ipse,  si  conferantur  terrae:  hsec  effluvia  ad  distantiam  circa 
unumquemque  globum  non  magnam  pertingere :  reliquum  in- 
tervallum  (quod  longe  amplissimum  est)  inane  esse.  Cui  opi- 
nioni  illud  fidem  astruere  possit,  quod  ex  tam  immensa  di- 
stantia  corpora  astrorum  conspiciuntur.  Si  enim  universum 
illud  spatium  plenum  esset,  pnesertim  corporum  qu8B  procul- 
dubio  raritate  et  densitate  valde  inssqualia  sunt,  tanta  foret 
radiorum  refractio,  ut  ad  visum  nostrum  pertingere  non  pos- 
sint;  quam  si  longe  maxima  ^us  spatii  pars  vacua  rit,  facilius 
sane  perferri  consentaneum  est.  Atque  revera  hsec  quaestio 
magna  ex  parte  pendebit  ex  quaestione  quam  statim  adducemus 
de  substantia  stellarum.  An  sit  densa,  vel  tenuis  et  expUcata  f 
Nam  si  substantia  earum  sit  solida,  videbitur  utique  natura 
circa  globos  eorumque  confinia  tantummodo  fere  occupata  esse 
et  solicita;  spatia  vero  interjacentia  deserere  et  tanquam  pras- 
termittere.  Itaque  non  absimile  vero  fuerit,  globos  circa  cen- 
trum spissiores,  circa  superficiem  laxiores,  in  ambientibus  et 
effluviis  quasi  deficientes,  in  vacuo  tandem  terminarL  Contra, 
si  natura  astrorum  sit  tenuis  et  flammea,  apparebit  naturam 
Tenuis  non  esse  solummodo  Densi  decrementum,  sed  per  se 
potentem  et  primariam,  non  minus  quam  naturam  solidi ;  eam- 
que  et  in  stellis  ipsis  et  in  aethere  et  in  acre  vigere,  ut  vacuo 
illo  coacervato  non  sit  opus.  Pendebit  quoque  ista  quaestio  de 
vacuo  in  spatiis  interstellaribus  ex  quasstione  ilia,  quas  pertinet 
ad  principia  naturas.  An  detur  vacuum?    Neque  tamen  hoc 

>  OUbcrt,  Pbyiiol.  Nova,  1.  SS^  partlcalirly  at  p.  68. 
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ipeum  nisi  adhibita  distiactione.  Aliud  enim  est  negare  ybt 
cuum  rimpliciter^  aliud  negare  vacuum  coacenratum.  Lionge 
enim  firmiores  sunt  eie  rationes,  qu»  adduci  poesunt  ad  astni- 
endum  vacuum  intermistum  ad  laxamentum  oorporum,  quam 
qu»  asBerunt  vacuum  coacervatum,  mve  in  spatiis  majoribos. 
Neque  hoc  solum  vidit  HeroS  vir  ingeniosus  et  mechanicns^ 
sed  etiam  Lencippus  et  Democritus,  inventores  opinionia  de 
vacuo>  quam  Aiistoteles  argutiis  quibusdam  obsidere  et  ez- 
pugnare  conatur ;  qui  duo  philosophi  acutisumi  certe  et  oele- 
berrimi^  ita  vacuum  intermistum  dant^  ut  vacuum  coacervatum 
toUant  Ex  sententia  enim  Democrid  vacuum  teiminatur  et 
circumscribitur,  ut  ultra  certoa  fines  non  detur  distraolio  sive 
divulsio  corporum,  non  magis  quam  compulsio  aut  compactio.' 
Licet  enim  in  lis  qu»  ex  Democrito  habemus  hoc  nunqnam 
diserte  positum  sit,  tamen  hoc  dicere  videtur^  cum  corpora 
»que  ac  spatia  infinita  constituit;  ea  usus  ratione,  aliter  (si 
spatium  scilicet  infinitum,  corpora  finita  essent)  corpora  nun- 
quam  hiesura.  Itaque  propter  co-infinitatem  materis  cum  spa- 
tioy  necessario  compingitur  vacuum  ad  terminos  certos,  quas 
videtur  ejus  fiiisse  opinio  vera  et  recte  intellecta,  ut  scilicet 
constituatur  finis  quidam  explicationis  sive  expansionis  corpo- 
rum  per  vacuum  copulatum ;  neque  vacuum  detur  solitarium^ 
aut  corpore  non  obsessum.  Quod  si  non  detur  vacuum  instar 
solutionis  continuitatis  in  systemate,  tamen  cum  tanta  in- 
veniatur  in  partibus  et  regionibus  systematis  corporum  diver- 
sitas,  ut  sint  tanquam  alterius  gentis  et  patri^^  oritur  quasstio 
secunda  quas  ad  connexionem  systematis  pertineat;  ea  est,  an 
(Bther  purus  sit  unus  perpetuus  sive  eontinuus  fluovy  an  vero 
constet  ex  plurihus  contignis  f  Neque  vero  nostrum  est  de  ver- 
bis argutari,  sed  intelligimus  per  oontiguum,  corpus  quod  su- 
perjacet  nee  miscetur :  neque  rursus  intelligimus  contignationem 
duram,  qualem  vulgus  astronomorum  comminiscitur,  sed  qua^ 
lem  possint  recipere  fluores,  ac  si  argento  vivo  supernataret 
aqua,  aquad  oleum,  oleo  aer.  Nemini  enim  dubium  esse  potest, 
quin  in  immense  illo  tractu  SBtheris  puri  sint  eximi»  differentise 
quoad  raritatem  et  densitatem  et  alia  non  pauca ;  sed  utro  libet 
date  (id  est,  continue  sive  contiguo)  hoc  fieri  potest.  Nam 
satis  constat,  nee  in  mari  ipso  aquam  in  summo  et  aquaro  in 
imo  ejusdem  esse  consistentisd  et  saporis ;  in  aere  vero,  inter 

>  See  Hero.  Splritalia,  Proem.  •  See  Lucretius,  I.  983.  et  teq. 
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aerem  terr»  conterminum  et  aerem  superiorem  plurimum 
interest^  et  tamen  unne  et  integer  est  et  perpetuus  fluon 
Itaque  deducitur  qunstio  ad  hoc^  utrum  differentim  in  tractu 
(Btheris  puri  se  insinuent  gradaiim  et  fluxu  quodam  cantinuo  ;  an 
eanstituantur  et  distribuantur  ctd  eertos  et  notabiles  limites,  ubi 
corpora  canfunffuntur  qua  non  tint  eommiscibtlta,  quemadmodum 
apud  no8  aer  ineumbit  aqutB.  Enimvero  Bimplicius  contem- 
planti  Tidetnr  totum  istud  purum  et  liquidum  corpus  in  quo 
globi  terr»  et  astromm,  tanqnam  in  yastissimo  pelago,  pendent 
et  natant,  quodque  interjunctum  illis  globis  quanto  ipso  et 
spatio  quod  occupat  globorum  mensuras  quasi  innumeris  par- 
tibus  superat^  esse  indivisa  quasdam  res  et  summe  unita. 
Verum  natoram  diligentius  intuenti  illud  plane  oonstabit, 
oonsuesse  naturam  ad  spatia  nonnuUa  per  gradus,  deinde  su- 
bito  per  saltus  procedere,  atque  bunc  processum  altemare* 
Aliter^  si  quis  vere  introspiciat,  nulla  possit  conslitui  fabrica 
rerum,  nulla  figura  organica^  si  per  gradus  insennbiles  perpetno 
procederetur.  Itaque  processus  iUe  per  gradus  intermundiis 
competere  possit>  non  mundo,  ad  cujus  constructionem  necesse 
est  longe  dissimilia  discludi  alia  ab  aliis,  et  tamen  approximari. 
Itaque  terram  et  aquas  excipit  et  contingit  aer»  co]*pus  longe 
diyersum^  et  tamen  in  proximo  locatum;  non  primo  limus^ 
deinde  ,yapor  aut  nebula,  dein  aer  purus;  sed  confestim  aer 
absque  medio.  In  aere  vero  et  ethere  (ilia  enim  duo  con- 
jungimus)  dispertitio  maxime  omnium  insignis  et  radicalis  sumi 
posse  videtur,  ex  natura  magis  aut  minus  susceptiva  naturae 
stellaris.  Itaque  tres  secundum  genera  yidentur  esse  regiones 
maximso  notabiles  a  globo  terr»  ad.fastigia  coeli;  nimirum 
tractus  aerisy  tractus  coeli  planetarum,  et  tractus  coeli  stellati. 
Atque  in  infimo  tractu  natura  stellaris  non  consistit ;  in  medio 
consistit,  sed  coit  ad  globes  singulos ;  in  supremo  spargit  se  per 
globos  plurimos,  adeo  ut  per  summitates  ejus  yideatur  transire 
quasi  in  empyreum  integrum.  Neque  interim  obliyiscendum 
ejus  quod  paulo  ante  diximus,  consuesse  naturam  processum 
graduatum  et  persultorium  altemare,  adeo  ut  regionis  prims 
confinia  communicent  cum  secunda,  et  secundsB  cum  tertia. 
Nam  et  in  aere  subllmiore,  postquam  aer  coeperit  esse  ab 
effluyiis  terrte  defnecatior  et  a  coelestium  magis  attenuatus, 
tentat  et  experitur  ponsistere  flamma;  ut  in  cometis  humili- 
oribus  fit,  qui  sunt  medi»  cujusdam  naturae  inter  naturam 
stellarem  consistentem  et  evanidam ;  et  rursus  yidetur  coclum 
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circa  solem  fortaase  Btdlescere,  et  tranaire  inclpere  in  nfttaram 
coeli  stellati.  Nam  possint  ills  macols  qu»  in  sdle  obeerra- 
tione  certe  fida  et  diiigenti  deprehensn  Bant,  ease  nidimenta 
quaedam  materia^  stellaris;  at  in  ccelo  Jovis  etiam  stellae  ab- 
fiolutas  et  perfects  conspioiuntur,  licet  propter  parvitatem 
absque  commoditate  perspicillorum  invisibileB  ^ ;  et  mrsaa  in 
summitatibus  coeli  stellati  ex  innameria  micationibus  aetheris 
inter  atellaa  numeratas  (cujua  alias  canace  satia  fHgidas  reddi 
aolent)  yidetur  natura  atellaris  magia  fandi  et  continnari.^ 
Yerum  de  hia  in  qua^tionibua  quaa  mox  proponemua  de 
Bubstantia  et  aatrorum  et  cceli  interatellaria  plura  dicemna. 
Haw  enim  quse  diximua  pertinent  tantnm  ad  qnaestionea  de 
nexa  ayatematia.  Supereat  qninta  quaeatio  de  cMocatume  par- 
Hum  systemaiiSi  sive  de  ardine  calorum.  Atqne  date  quod  non 
ait  ayatema,  aed  aparguntur  globi ;  aut  dato  quod  ait  BTatema, 
cujaa  sit  centrum  aol ;  aut  etiamai  yideant  aatronomi  de  aliquo 
novo  ayatemate ;  tamen  manet  utique  inqniaitio,  quis  planeta  ad 
alium  planetam  sit  magis  propinquuM  aut  remotus;  et  dmiliter 
gui  planeta  magis  aut  minus  eUmgetur  a  terra  aut  etiam  a  sole. 
Quod  ai  recipiatur  ayatema  vetemm,  non  Tidetur  cauaa  cur 
magnopere  insiatatur  inquiaitioni  noyad  de  quatuor  ooelia  sape- 
rioribua,  Stellarum  Fixamm  acilicet,  Satomi,  Jovia,  et  Martis. 
Nam  de  eorum  poaitura  atque  ordine,  et  aecnlorum  conaensua 
auf&agatur,  nee  pheenomenon  uUum  adyeraatur ;  atque  rationea 
motuum  (unde  aumitur  de  altitudinibua  Coelorum  pr»cipua 
probatio)  accommodatao  aunt,  et  nuaquam  turbant  Voiim 
de  Sole«  Yenere,  et  Mercurio,  et  Luna  etiam,  aecundum 
ayatema  yeterum   dubitatum   eat  ab  antiquia*;    atque  apud 

*  invuilet  In  the  original.  — >  Jl  S. 

*  8ee  the  Sydtreut  Nunciu*  of  Galileo,  whieh  bad  Jnat  appeand  when  this  tract  was 
written ;  and  compare  the  following  passage  in  the  letter  of  Sir  Wna.  Lower  to  Harriot, 
written  when  he  hnd  first  heard  of  Galileo^  discoveries.  '*  We  TraTentane  philoso- 
phers were  a  consideringe  of  Kepler's  reasons  by  which  he  Indeavers  to  overthrow 
Nolanus  and  Gilbert's  opinions  conceminge  the  immensitie  of  the  spheare  of  the  starres 
....  Said  I  (havlnge  heard  yon  say  often  as  much)  what  is  [If  ?]  in  that  huge  apace 
betweene  the  starres  and  Satume,  ther  remaine  ever  fixed  infinite  numbers  which  by 
reason  of  their  lesser  magnitudes  doe  file  our  sighte  .  .  .  what  if  about  }}  X  ^  &c^ 
ther  move  other  planets  also  which  appear  not  Jost  as  I  was  saying  this  comes  your 
letter,  which  when  I  had  redd,  Loe,  quod  I,  what  I  spoke  probablie,  experience  bath 
made  good.**  The  name  <*  Traventane*'  is  taken  firom  his  house  Trayenti.  It  pro- 
bably alludes  to  the  title  Consentine  philosophers,  affected  by  the  disciples  of  Telealiis, 
Bruno  affected  to  talk  of  the  Nolan  philosophy. 

"  It  was  doubted  whether  the  orbs  of  yenus  and  Men?ii7  are  superior  to  tlie  mm** 
or  inferior  to  it  The  former  was  the  older  hypothesis  and  is  preferred  by  Ptoleray ; 
who  however  remarks  that  some  had  dissented  finom  it  See  the  Megal.  Syntazis,  iv.  1. 
Bacon's  infonnatioo  is  apparcnUy  derived  from  Fatricius,  Baneosmia,  13. 
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recentiores  quoque  de  Venere  et  Mercario  ambigitur^  uter 
planeta  sit  altera  supert&r.  Nam  pro  Venere  ut  sit  superior^ 
Stat  ilia  ratio,  quod  tardius  nonnihil  moyet;  et  pro  Mercurio, 
quod  aliigatiir  ad  distantiam  propiorem  a  8ole>  unde  quia  asse- 
rat  debere  earn  proxime  ad  solem  collocari.  De  luna  vero 
nemo  unquain  dubitavit,  quin  locata  sit. proxime  ad  terram, 
licet  yariatum  sit  de  appropinqnatione  ejus  ad  solem.  Neque 
serio  contemphntem  fiigere  debet  aliud  genus  qusestionis,  per- 
tinens  ad  constitutienem  systematis;  hsec  est,  utrum  planeta 
alter  alterum  per  vices  supergrediatur  quandoque,  et  quandoque 
rursus  subeat;  id  quod  de  Venere  per  demonstrationes  quas- 
dam  non  indiligentes  evinci  videtur,  nt  ilia  aliquando  in« 
yeniatnr  super  solem  locata,  aliquando  subter.  Atque  omnino 
recte  quaBritor,  utrum  apoffcsum  humiliaris  planetcR  perigaum 
superiaris  non  secet^  episque  fines  subintret.  Restat  ultima 
qu8BStio  de  colhcatione  partium  systematis,  hoc  est,  utrum  sint 
plura  et  diver sa  centra  in  systemate,  et  plures  tanquam  chorece : 
cum  prsesertim  non  solum  Terra  primi  mobilis,  Sol  (ex  sententia 
Tycbonis)  secundi  mobilis,  verum  etiam  Jupiter  minorum  et 
nuperorum  illorum  erronum '  ex  GaUlaeo  centrum  constituatur. 
Atque  hsb  sunt  quaestiones  ilbe  quinque,  que  de  systemate  ipso 
proponendse  yidentur.  An  sit  yidelicet  systema;  et  quod  sit 
centrum  efus  ;  et  quanta  profunditas ;  et  quaKs  nexus  ejus;  et 
quis  ordo  in  collocatione  partium* 

De  extimis  vero  coeli,  et  coelo  aliquo  empyreo,  theses  aut 
quaBstiones  non  conficimus.  Neque  enim  istarum  rerum  est 
historia,  aut  extat  phasnomenon  uUum.  Itaque  quas  de  iis 
sciri  possunt,  ea  per  consecutionem  tantum,  ac  nullatenus  per 
inductionem  sdri  possunt.  Erit  igitur  talis  inquisitionis  et 
tempus  congruum,  et  ratio  et  modus  quidam.  De  ccelis  yero  et 
spatiis  immateriatis,  religion!  omnino  standum  et  permittendum. 
Qu8B  enim  a  Platonicis  et  nuper  a  Patritio '  (ut  diyiniores  sci- 
licet habeantur  in  philosophia)  dicuntur,  non  sine  superstitione 
manifesta  et  jactantia  et  quaa  mente  turbata,  denique  ausu 
nimio,  fiructu  nullo,  similia  Valentini  iconibus'  et  somniis;  ea 

>  erronm  in  tb«  oiifftnal :  •llently  corrfcted  by  M.  Boofflet— J.& 
'  Patritiiu»  or  nther  Patriciut,  from  whom  much  of  the  Utter  part  of  the  preient 
tract  it  takeo,  was  bom  at  Cbeno  in  1629,  and  died  in  1597.  He  wrote  a  treatise  on 
pbiloiopby —  Nova  tU  Umpenis  FhUotophia  —  [which  was  published  in  1691].  It 
is  an  attempt,  of  no  great  value,  to  conciliate  Plato  and  Aristotle.  In  the  last  book, 
entitled  Paneoamia,  there  is  some  interesting  information  touching  theories  of  the  tides. 
"  [aconibus  in  the  original.]  Valentinus  is  the  alchemist  Basil  yslentine.   He  is  said 
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nos  pro  rebus  commentitiifl  et  levibus  habemus.  Nullo  modo 
enim  ferenda  est  MorisB  apotheosis,  tanquam  Divi  Claudii:  > 
quin  pesnmum  est,  et  plane  pestis  et  tabes  intellectus,  si  vanis 
accedat  veneratio. 

CAPUT  VIL 

Seqnuntur  qu^BsHanes  de  $ub$iantia  calestitan ;  qualis,  vide- 
licet,  sit  substantia  coelestium  in  genere  comparata  ad  corpora 
sublunaria ;  et  qualis  substantia  asthefis  interstellaris  com- 
parata ad  corpus  stellse;  et  qualis  sit  substantia  astrorum 
ipsorum  comparata  ad  invicem»  et  comparata  ad  ignem  nos- 
trum^  et  in  natura  propria ;  et  qualis  sit  substantia  galazie 
et  macularum  nigramm  in  hemisph»rio  antarctico  ?  Turn 
propanitur  qtuBstio  prima.  An  sit  heterogenea  inter  ccBlestia  et 
sublunaria,  et  quails  ea  esse  possit  ? 

Absolutis  quasstionibus  de  sjstemate,  pergendum  ad  quaestio- 
nes  de  substantia  codesdunL  Nam  de  substantia  coelestium 
inquirit  praecipue  philosophia,  et  de  causis  motus  eorum:  de 
motu  ipso  vero  et  ejus  accidentibus,  astronomia :  de  influxu  et 
potestate,  utraque.  Debuerat  autem  esse  cautum  inter  astro- 
nomiam  et  philosophiam,  ut  astronomia  pra^ferat  hypotheses 
quas  maxime  expeditae  ad  compendia  calculorum ;  philosophia 
vero  quad  proxime  accedunt  ad  veritatem  naturae.  Atque  in- 
super,  ut  astronomias  hypotheses  ad  commoditatem  suam^  rei 
yeritati  nullo  modo  praejudicent,  vicissim  ut  philosophias  decreta 
talia  sint,  quas  sint  super  phaenomena  astronomiae  omnino  expli- 
cabilia.  At  nunc  contra  fit,  videlicet  ut  astronomlae  figmenta  in 
philosophiam  invecta  sint,  eamque  corruperint ;  et  philosopho- 
rum  speculationes  circa  ccelestia  sibi  tantum  placeant,  et  astro- 
nomiam  fere  deserant,  ccalestia  generaliter  intuentes,  yerum  ad 
phaenomena  particularia  atque  eorum  causas  nullo  modo  se 
applicantes.  Itaque  cum  utraque  scientia  (qualis  nunc  habctur) 
sit  res  levis  et  perfunctoria,  fortius  omnino  figendus  est  pes ;  ac 
si  ista  duo,  quae  propter  angustas  bominum  contemplationes,  et 
usum  professorium  per  tot  secula  disjungi  consueverunt,  una 

to  have  been  a  Benedictine  of  the  congregation  of  St  Petei^s  at  ErAirdt,  and  to  have 
lived  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century.  But  it  seems  that  the  writingirwhSdi 
bear  his  name  are  spurious.  See  Sprengel.  Hitt.  Med,  ill.  p.  267.,  and  Morhof,  Po^AJator, 
l.p.  84.,  who  mentions  that  Piaccios,  in  the  Paeudon,  Catalog, ,  is  disposed  to  denj  the 
existence  of  any  such  person,  and  does  not  believe  that  his  name  could  be  found  dther 
Jn  the  provincial  catalogue  of  Benedictines  at  ErfUrdt,  or  in  the  general  one  at  Borne. 
I  See  the  Lwiua  de  Morte  davdii  Ctuarit  of  Seneca. 
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atque  ead^m  ree  sint^  atque  in  unum  sciential  corpus  conflata. 
Itaque  proponitar  prima  ea  quasstio.  An  substantia  cc&lestium  stt 
heterogenea  ad  substantiam  inferiarum  ?  Nam  Aristotelis  teme- 
ritas  et  cavillatio  nobis  coelom  peperit  phantasticum^  ex  quinta 
essentia,  experte  mutationis^  ezperte  etiam  caloris.^  Atque 
misso  in  prsesenti  aermone  de  quatuor  elementis,  qu»  quinta 
essentia  ilia  supponit;  erat  certe  magnie  cujusdam  fiduciae, 
<^gnationem  inter  elementaria,  que  yocant,  et  coelestia  prorsus 
dirimere,  cum  duo  ex  elementis,  aer  videlicet  et  ignis,  cum 
stellis  et  sethere  tam  bene  conveniant;  nisi  quod  moris  erat  illi 
yiro  ingenio  abuti,  et  sibi  ipsi  negotium  facessere,  et  obscuriora 
malle.  Neque  tamen  dubium  est,  quin  regiones  sub  luna  positas 
et  supra,  una  cum  corporibus  qu»  sub  iisdem  spatiis  continentur, 
multis  et  magnis  rebus  differant  Neque  rursus  hoc  certius  est 
quam  illud,  corporibus  utriusque  regionis  inesse  complures 
communes  inclinationes,  passiones,  et  motus,  ut,  salva  naturaa 
unitate,  ista  distinguere  podus  debeamus  quam  discerpere. 
Quod  vero  attinet  ad  illam  heterogenise  partem,  ut  ccelestia 
ponantur  adtema,  inferiora  corruptibilia  ' ;  videtur  sententia  iHa 
sub  utraque  parte  fallere,  quod  neo  C(elo  ea  competat  aBtemitas 
quam  fingunt,  neque  terras  ea  mutabilitas.  Siquidem  de  terra 
yere  rem  reputanti  judicium  minime  faciendum  ex  illis  quas 
nobis  sunt  conspicua>  cum  nihil  ex  corporibus  quas  oculus 
humanus  videt  erutum  sit  aut  ejectum  ex  magis  profundo  quam 
spatio  fortasse  trium  milliarium  ad  plurimum ;  quod  res  nihili 
est,  collatum  ad  ambitum  globi  terrestris  universi.  Itaque 
nihil  obstat  quin  intima  terras  pari  prasdita  sint  aBtemitate  ac 
ipsum  coclum*  Enimvero  si  terra  pateretur  mutationes  in  pro- 
fundo, fieri  non  potest  quin  consequenti»  earum  mutationum, 
etiam  in  nostra  regione  quam  calcamus,  majores  casus  parituraa 
fuissent  quam  fieri  videmus.  Etenim  earum  quas  nobis  se  dant 
conspiciendas  mutationum  hie  versus  superficiem  terras,  fere  se 
ost^ndit  quasi  semper  simnl  causa  aliqua  manifesta  desuper 
imposita,  ex  tempestatibus  codi,  per  imbres,  fervores,  et  similia; 
ut  terra  ipsa  ex  se  et  vi  propria  nulli  admodum  mutationi  causam 

*  Arfftotle  aArmcd  that  tlie  light  and  heat  referred  to  the  heaYenly  bodies  arlict 
&t>in  the  mechanical  action  on  the  air  due  to  their  motion. — Dt  C«do,  U.  7. 

•*  Qulnteasentia  acdpitur  a  Perlpatetlcis  pro  Ccelo^  qoia  Us  Coelum  neque  est  call- 
dam  neque  frlgidnm  Deque  humidum  neque  ticcum,  ten  pro  essentia  sincera  et  purm  ut 
natura  sstheria.  Alias,  coelestis  substantia,  sic  dicta  quia  est  allquld  prster  elementa 
nee  111  erasl  homm  ortum.**-^GMi(tii,  Lis,  PhiL  in  voce  Ettmitia, 

*  Arlstot  ubi  supri. 
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pnBbere  Tideatur.  Quod  d  ooncedator  (quod  certe  verimnile 
est)  etiam  terrmm  ipeam,  non  aolum  coelestia^  in  regionea  ae- 
ris  agere^  aut  frigora  exspirando,  aut  Tentoa  emittendoy  aut 
hojusmodi  aiia;  tamen  et  ista  omnia  yarietas  referri  potest 
ad  regiones  terre  ex  propinqno,  in  quibns  piorixnas  erenire 
mutationes  et  vioes  nemo  santia  negaverit.  Vemm  fiU;en- 
dum  omnino  est^  ex  phienonienis  terane  longe  maxime  pene* 
trare  in  profnadum  teme  motus,  et»  qxm  gas  sunt  generis^ 
eraptiones  aquarum,  eructationea  igniurn^  hiatus  et  abruption 
nes  terrarum,  et  umilia;  qnas  tamen  ipsa  Tidentnr  non  in* 
snrgere  ex  longinquo^  oum  plniima  ipsorum  paryum  aliquod 
spatium  in  euperficie  temd  oocupare  soleant.  Quanto  enim 
latins  spatium  in  facie  terns  occupat  terns  motus,  sive  aliud 
quippiam  hujusmodi^  tanto  magis  radices  et  origines  ejoa  ad 
viscera  terns  penetrare  putandum  est;  et  quanto  angustioa, 
minus.  Quod  si  quis  asserat^  fieri  quandoque  terns  motos 
qui  amplos  et  spatiosos  regionum  tractus  quatianty^rorsus  ita 
est  At  iUi  oerte  raro  eveniunty  suntque  ex  casibus  majoribus. 
Itaque  ssquiparari  possunt  cometis  sublimioribus,  qui  et  ipsi 
infrequentes  sunt.  Neque  enim  id  agitur^  ut  teme  simpliciter 
asseratur  istemitas,  sed  ut  iUud  appareat  (quod  initio  diximus) 
inter  ooDlum  et  terram,  quatenus  ad  constantiam  et  mutationem, 
non  multum  interesse.'  Neque  operas  pretium  est  argutari  de 
»ternitate  ex  rationibus  motus:  quemadmodum  enim  motua 
circularis  terminis  non  indiget>  ita  nee  quies;  atque  seqne 
susceptivum  est  fstemitatisy  ut  densa  in  loco  et  congr^atione 
magna  connaturalitatis  suss  consistant,  quam  ut  tennia  rotent : 
oum  partes  avulssD  amborum  ferantur  recta.  Etiam  illud  in 
argumentum  sumi  potest^  quod  teme  interiora  corruptioni 
magis  obnoxia  non  sint  quam  ipsum  cesium ;  quod  ibi  aliqaid 
deperire  solet^  ubi  aliquid  refici  potest.  Cum  vero  imbres,  et 
quae  de,  alto  decidunt>  quss  faciem  superiorem  teme  renovant, 
nuUo  modo  penetrare  possint  ad  interiora  terras^  qua>  tamen 
ipsa  stant  mole  sua^  et  quanto  suo ;  necessario  fieri  ut  nihil  de- 
perdatur^  quando  nilril  adsit  quod  succedat.  Postremo^  muta- 
bilitas  qusB  in  extimis  terras  deprehenditur^  videtur  et  ipsa  per 
accidens  esse.  Nam  incrustatio  ilia  parva,  qaas  ad  milliaria 
pauca  deorsum  extendi  videtur  (intra  quos  terminoa  prssclane 

*  afftrat  in  the  original ;  which  has  in  this  part  many  misprints.  — J.  S, 
<  Compare  Telesius,  Be  Rentm  NaLi.  II.:  <<  Sol  raodo  terraqoe.  .  .  nee  fieri 
unquam  nee  immutari  Tldentor.** 
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ill»  officinse  et  fabrtese^  plantarum  nempe  et  mineralium^  con- 
dudantur)  nullam  fere  reciperent  yarietatem^  multo  minus  tarn 
pulchra  et  elaborata  artificial  nisi  ea  pars  terras  a  coelestibus 
pateretur  et  perpetuo  veUioaretar.  Quod  si  quis  existimet 
calorem  et  yim  activam  solis  et  ccelestium  universal  terns 
crassitudinem  transverberare  posse^  is  superstitiosus  et  fana- 
tictts  censeri  possit;  cum  liquido  pateat  quam  parvo  objectu 
ea  retnndi  et  oohiberi  possint.  Atque  de  constautia  terras 
bactenus:  videndum  jam  de  mutabilitate  ccelestium. 

Primo  igitur  non  ea  utendum  est  ratione,  mutationes  in  coelo 
non  fieri,  quia  sub  aspectum  nostrum  non  veniunt.  Aspectum 
enim  frustrat  et  loci  distantia,  et  lucis  sive  excessus  sive  de- 
fectus,  et  corporis  subtUitas  aut  parvitas ;  neque  enim  scilicet 
si  oculus  in  ciroulo  lunas  positns  esset,  hie  quie  apud  nos  in 
superficie  terraa  fiunt  mutationes,  veluti  inundationes,  terra» 
motus,  asdificia,  structuras  aut  moles,  cemere  posset;  quao 
parvas  festucaB  rationem  non  exaequant  ad  tantam  distantiam. 
Neque  ex  eo,  quod  coelum  interstellare  diaphanum  sit,  et  stellao 
noctibus  serenis  ea^em  numero  et  facie  cernuntur,  quis  facile 
pronunciet  uniyersum  corpus  aetberis  limpidum,  purum,  et  im-^ 
mutabile  esse.  Nam  et  aer  innumeras  varietates  suscipit, 
aBstus,  frigoris,  odorum,  et  omuigenaB  mistune  cum  yaporibus 
subtilioribus,  neque  propterea  exuit  diaphanum ;  similiter  nee 
imagini  aut  faciei  illi  coeli  credendum.  Nam  si  magnae  illas 
nubium  moles  quad  coelum  interdum  inyolyunt,  et  solis  et 
astrorum  conspectum  toUunt  a  nobis  propter  propinquitatem 
ipsarum  ad  yisum  nostrum,  in  superioribus  coeli  partibus  pen- 
derent,  neutiquam  illae  faciem  coeli  sereui  mutarent:  nam  nee 
ipsaB  cemi  possent  propter  distantiam,  nee  uUam  eclipsin  facere 
in  astris,  propter  corporum  paryitatem  respectu  magnitudinis 
astrorum.  Quin  et  corpus  ipsum  lunae,  nisi  qua  parte  lumen 
excipit,  faciem  coeli  non  mutat;  ut,  si  lumen  illud  abesset, 
tantum  corpus  nos  latere  plane  posset.  At  contra  liquido 
patet  ex  massis  corporum  quae  mole  et  magnitudine  spatiorum 
distantiam  yincere,  et  propter  materiam  luminosam  aut  splen- 
didam  yisum  nostrum  lacessere  possint,  admirandas  in  coelo 
accidere  mutationes  atque  insolentias.  Id  enim  perspicitur  in 
cometis  sublimioribus,  iis  nimirum  qui  et  figuram  stellad  in- 
duerunt  absque  coma,  neque  solum  ex  doctrina  parallaxium' 

'  Galileo  (in  the  opening  of  bis  flnt  lecture  on  ttae  new  star  in  1604)  **  showed 
from  *h«  ttdtenee  of  pantUax,  that  the  new  star  could  not  be,  as  the  vulgar  hypotheait 
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supra  lunam  oollocali  esse  probantur,  sed  configoialionem 
etiam  certain  et  oonBtaiitem  cum  stellis  &ub  habuerunt,  et 
etationes  suas  servarunt,  neque  errones  fberunt;  quales  mtas 
nostra  non  semel  yidit^  primo  in  Caa8iopea'>  itemm  non  ita 
pridem  in  Ophiucho.  Quod  vero  hujusmodi  constantia  quae 
conspicitur  in  cometia  fiat  ob  sequacitatem  ad  aliquod  astarum^ 
(qu»  Ariatotelis  opinio  fuit,  qui  similem  rationem  esse  posuit 
comettt  ad  aatrum  unicum  et  galazisB  ad  aatra  congr^^ta, 
utnimque  falao),  id  jam  olim  explosiun  eet^  non  sine  nota  in- 
genii  Aristotelis^  qui  levi  contemplatione  hujusmodi  res  con- 
fingere  ausus  est*  Neque  yero  ista  mutatio  in  coelestibus  circa 
Stellas  novas^  locum  tenet  solummodo  in  iis  stellis  quas  yidentur 
esse  naturae  eyanid»,  sed  etiam  in  iis  quie  morantur.  Nam  et 
in  Stella  ilia  noya  HipparchiS  apparitionis  mentio  facta  est 
apud  yeteresy  disparitionis  nequaquam*^  Etiam  conspici  nuper 
ccepit  Stella  noya  in  pectore  Cygni*  qu»  jam  per  duodedm 
annos  integroe  durayit',  setatem  comet»  (qualis  habetnr)  longo 
interyallo  supergressa,  nee  adhuc  diminuta  aut  adomans^  fugam. 
Neque  illud  rursus  proprium  et  perpetuum  est,  ut  yeteres 
Stellas  mutationem  prorsus  non  patiantur,  sed  tantum  steliae 
recentioris  epiphaniae^  in  quibus  nil  minim  si  mutatio  eyeniat^ 
cum  ipsa  generatio  et  origo  ipearum  immemorialis  non  sit. 
Missa  enim  Aroadum  fabula  de  prima  epiphania  lunae,  qua  se 
jactant  iUi  fiiisse  antiquiores%  non  desunt  ezempla  in  remm 
memoria  satis  fida^  cum  sol  per  tres  yices,  absque  inddentia 
edipsia  aut  interpositione  nubium,  aere  liquido  et  sereno, 
prodiit  yultu  mutato  per  multos  dies,  neque  tamen  similiter 
afiectus^  semel  luce  exili,  bis  subfusca.  Talia  enim  eyenerunt 
anno  dccxg,  per  septendecim  dies,  et  temporibus  Justiniani 

represented,  a  mere  meteor  engenderrd  in  our  atmosphere  and  nearer  the  earth 
than  the  moon,  but  must  be  st(uated  among  the  most  remote  heavenly  bodies."— Z^Ti 
0/  GnliUo,  L,  a  IT.  p.  16.  —  J,  S. 

>  A  new  star  was  observed  in  Cassiopeia  bj  Cornelius  Oemma  and  Tycho  Brahe  in 
1572 ;  it  disappeared  in  1574.  The  star  In  Ophluchns  was  observed  by  Kepler  In 
1604,  and  disappeared  about  the  end  of  1605.  Compare  with  the  aigument  in  Oie 
text,  Galileo,  DiaJogi  dn  Sittemi, 

*  See  Aristot  MeteoroL  La  •  Bippacki  in  original._/.& 

*  See  Pliny,  iL  84. 

*  This  star,  which  Is  of  variable  magnitude,  was  first  observed  by  Jansen  In  1600, 
so  that  the  DueripHo  Globi  ItUeUaehiaiiM  must  have  been  written  in  1612. 

*  So  in  original.  —  /.  S. 

'  Orta  prior  Luna  (de  se  si  creditur  ipsi) 

A  magno  tellus  Arcade  nomen  habet,    Ovid,  Fasti,  1.  469. 

Sc«  for  a  dissertation  on  this  mythical  story,  Heyne,  Opu§e.  iL  332.,  and  a  oommuni* 
caUon  from  Professor  Frana  given  in  the  fourth  volume  of  Humboldt's  Cotmog. 
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per  annum  dimidium',  et  post  mortem  Julii  Caesaris  per  com- 
plures  dies.  Atque  JulianaB  illius  obtenebrationis  manet  testi- 
monium illud  insigne  Virgilii : 

nie  etiam  extincto  miseratus  Caesare  Romain, 
Cum  caput  obscara  nitidum  ferrugine  tezit, 
Impiaque  cetemam  timuerunt  secula  noctexa.* 

Yarronifl  vero^  hominis  in  antiquitate  peritissimi^  narratio  qu» 
inyemtnr  apud  Augustinmn'  de  Stella  Veneris^ — illam  scilicet 
tempore  Ogjgis  regis  mntavisse  colorem,  magnitudinem^  et 
figuram^ — dubi»  fidei  esse  potoit^  ni  simile  eventum  celebri 
spectaculo  estate  nostra  mdlxxyiii  recurrisset  Nam  tmn  quo- 
que  per  annmn  integrum  novatio  facta  est  memorabilb  in  stella 
Veneris^  quas  conspiciebatnr  magnitudine  et  splendore  insolitis^ 
rubedine  Martem  ipsum  snperabat^  et  figuram  saepius  mutabat^ 
facta  quandoque  triangularis^  quandoque  quadrangularis,  etiam 
rotunda,  ut  in  ipsa  massa  et  substantia  prorsus  pati  videretur.^ 

>  TtaeM  phenomena  are  mentioned  in  JuzUpoiitlon  by  Fatridus,  Paneotmia, 
p.  111.,  from  whom  Bacon  probably  derived  his  knowledge  of  them.  For  the  darkness 
in  790  Patrfcius  quotes  PhuI  the  Deacon,  and  for  that  in  Justinian's  time  Peter  Mes- 
sias  or  Mezia,  who  was  almost  a  contemporary  of  his  own.  The  original  authority 
for  it  is  Procoplus,  BelL  Vandal  11.  14.  It  Is  to  this  darkening  of  the  sun  that  Bacon 
refers  in  the  phnue  **  semel  luce  exllL"  Compare  a  list  of  seventeen  examples  of 
obscuration  of  the  sun*s  light  in  the  third  volume  of  Humboldt*s  Cosmoa*  He  does 
not  mention  that  which  took  place  in  790  ;  and  the  obscuration  in  the  time  of  Justi- 
nian is  said  on  the  authority  of  Abnl-Faraglus  to  have  lasted  14  months,  Humboldt 
compares  it  to  that  which  took  place  in  178S. 

*  Yirg.  Oeorg.  1.  469.  See  Pliny,  il.  30.,  and  the  otler  authorities  mentioned  in 
Heyne*^  YliSll  ad  loc. 

>  St  August  De  Civit  Dei,  zzi.  8. 

*  Patriclus  was  Bacon's  authority  for  this  story.  After  mentioning  what  Augustine 
repeats  firom  Yarro,  he  goes  on  thns :  **  Qu»  res  svo  etiam  nostro  acddit  anno 
M.  n.Lxx.  viu.  Ronueque  visum  id  est  die  xvi  Novembrls.  In  Oermani&  vero  die  De* 
cembris  xxvi.  Perque  totnm  eum  annum,  sub  vesperam,  sole  nondum  merso  visa  est 
magnitudine  insoUti*  ilgura  vero  modo  trianguU,  modo  quadrangulA*  modo  rotundA, 
et  splendore  maximo^  et  rubedine  majore  quam  sit  Martls  rubedo.  Cursum  tamen  non 
matavit" — Patrid^t,  Pameotmia^  p.  107.  This  is  given  as  evidence  against  the 
Aristotelian  doctrine  of  the  immatabiUty  of  the  heavens ;  and  that  it  is  not  mentioned 
by  Galileo  and  the  other  writers  who  so  constantly  refer  to  the  new  stars  in  Cassio- 
peia and  Serpentarius  for  similar  evidence  seems  to  show  that  the  story  has  no  other 
foundation  than  that  Ycnus  was  then  visible  before  sunset  The  story  would,  if  true, 
have  been  a  better  proof  of  a  change  In  the  superlunary  heavens  than  the  new  stars, 
seeing  that  it  could  not  be  said  that  Yenus  was  a  merely  sublunary  meteor.  So  won- 
derAil  a  foct  ought  not  to  have  been  quoted  on  the  authority  of  a  loose  and  somewhat 
rhetorical  wriUr  like  Patiiclns.  [We  must  not  forget  however  that  this  Is  an  un- 
finished work,  not  published,  nor  prepared,  nor  perhaps  intended,  for  publication  by  the 
writer.— /.&] 

It  itf  jNMsible  that  Patridus's  story  may  be  connected  with  the  phenomenon  observed 
in  China  in  1578,  and  which  is  thus  mentioned  in  Blot's  extracU  fh>m  the  annals  of 
the  Ming  dynasty.  •'1578.  22  Fevrier  (periode  WanU  6"*  ann^  !"•  lune  jour 
Woutchln)  11  parut  une  ^toile  grande  comme  le  solell.** 

HumUddt  cteerves  that  it  is  extraordinary  that  no  mention  was  made  in  the  16th 
century  by  European  astronomers  of  this  phenomenon.     It  seems  that  Bacon  has 
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Quin  etiam  stella  ilia  ex  veteribus  quad  in  coxa  Caniciikd  sita 
est,  quaxn  ipse  se  yidisse  dicit  Ariatoteles  come  nonnilul  ba- 
bentem  eamque  comam^  pnesertim  obiter  intuenti,  yibrantem^ 
mutata  jam  videtur  et  oomam  deposuiase^  cum  nihil  ejosmodi 
jam  nostra  setate  deprehendatur.'  Adde  etiam  quod  complures 
mutationes  coelestimn^  prsssertim  in  stellis  minoribus^  ex  n^- 
lectu  observationum  facile  prseterlabuntury  et  nobis  pereunt. 
At  promptom  erit  sciolo  alicui  ista  ad  yapores  et  dispositionein 
medii  referre :  sed  mutationes  qu»  corpus  astri  alicujus  con- 
stanter  et  equabiliter  et  diu  obsidere  deprehenduntur  et  una 
cmn  astro  circumyolyi,  omnino  in  astro  ipao^  aut  saltern  in 
SBthere  propinquo  statui  debent^  non  in  regionibus  aeris  inferi- 
oribus ;  cujus  rei  etiam  argumentum  sumitur  plane  yalidum, 
quod  hujusmodi  mutationes  raro  fiunt,  et  longis  interyallis 
annorum ;  qu»  autem  in  aere  fiunt  per  interpoaitionem  yapo* 
rum^  frequentius.  Quod  si  quis  judicium  &ciat  ex  ordine  cceli 
atque  motus  ipsius  nquabilitaite^  coelum  immutabile  esse ;  atque 
certitudinem  illam  periodorum  et  restitutionum  sumat  in  seter- 
nitatis  tesseram  non  dubiam,  cum  substantias  cormptibili  yix 
competere  yideatur  motus  constantia ;  is  paulo  attentius  dispi- 
cere  debuerat^  istam  reditionem  rerum  per  yices  et  tanquam  in 
orbem  per  tempera  certa,  etiam  hie  infht  apud  nos  reperiri  in 
nonnullis ;  maxime  in  aestu  oceani :  differentiae  autem  minores 
quflB  in  ccelestibus  esse  possunt,  et  periodis  et  restitutionibus 
suis  aspectum  nostrum  et  computationes  nostras  fugiunt 
Neque  magis  motus  ille  circularis  coeli  in  argumentum  setemi- 
tatis  sumi  potest ;  quod  scilicet  lationis  circularis  non  sit  termi- 
nus ^ ;  motus  autem  immortalis  substantias  immortali  conyenit. 
Nam  etiam  cometae  inferiores  subter  lunam  locati  rotant, 
idque  ex  yi  propria ;  nisi  quis  forte  credere  malit  commentum 
illud  de  alligatione  ad  astrum.  Enimyero  si  placeat  argumen- 
tari  de  astemitate  coelestium  ex  motu  circularis  id  ad  uniyersi- 
tatem  coeli  trahi  debuit,  non  ad  partes  coeli ;  etenim  aer,  mare, 
terra,  massis  aeterna,  partibus  caduca.  Quin  potius  contra, 
non  ita  bene  ominari  licet  de  aetemitate  coeli  ex  motu  illo  rota- 
tionis;  quia  ille  ipso  motus  non  est  perfectus  in  coelo,  nee 
restituit  se  exacte  in  circulo  integro  et  puro,  sed  cum  declina- 

mlstaken  Patricius's  expression  *<  tot  am  eum  annum  ;**  which  appears  to  mean,  not 
hat  the  phenomenon  lasted  a  year,  but  that  it  was  visible  to  the  end  of  the  year  in 
which  it  appeared.     See  Connaissanca  dea  Tempt  for  1 846. 

*  Aristot.  Metcorol.  i.  6.  «  ArUL  De  C«lo^  L  9. 
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tionibus,  smuationibuB^  et  spins.  Porro  si  quis  illud  quod 
dizimus  de  terra  retorqueat  (videlicet  quod  mutationes  qu» 
in  ea  fiunt  per  accidens  fieri  disseruimus,  eo  quod  terra  patia- 
tur  a  coelo),  atque  asserat  contrariam  esse  rationem  cceli^  cum 
ccelum  nullo  modo  paid  possit  vicissim  a  terra^  quandoquidem 
omnis  emissio  a  terra  citra  coelum  desinat^  nt  probabile  sit 
ccelum^  ultra  omnem  vim  inimicam  sepositujn^  susceptivum  esse 
seternitatis^  cum  a  natura  opposita  minime  concutiatur  aut  labe- 
factetur ;  is  non  contemnenda  qu»dam  objicit  Neque  enim  ii 
sumus,  qui  Thaletis  simpUcitatem  revereamur,  qui  ignes  coe- 
lestes  depascere  yapores  e  terra  et  oceano  sublimates,  atque 
inde  ali  et  refici  opinatus  est ' ;  (iUi  yero  yapores  recidunt  fere 
simili  quaato  ac  adscenderunt,  neque  reficiendis  et  terras  et 
globis  coelestibus  ullo  modo  sufficiunt,  neque  prorsus  in  tarn 
altum  peryenire  possint);  sed  tamen  utcunque  terras  effluvia 
materiata  longe  infra  coelum  se  sistant,  nihilominus  si  terra  sit 
primum  frigidum  ex  sententia  Parmenidis  et  Telesii,  non  facile 
quis  affirmet  aut  certo  ad  quam  altitudinem  yis  ilia  adyer- 
satrix  et  riyalis  coeli  se  insinuet  seriatim  et  per  successionem, 
praesertim  cum  tenuia  naturam  et  impressionem  frigidi  et  calidi 
imbibant  et  longe  perferant  Sed  tamen,  dato  quod  ccelum 
non  patiatur  a  terra,  nil  obstat  quin  ccelestia  a  se  invicem  pati 
possint  et  immutari,  sol  nimirum  a  stellis,  stellae  a  sole,  planetas 
ab  utrisque,  uniyersae  ab  aethere  circumfuso,  praesertim  in  desi- 
neniiis  globorum.  Praeterea  yidetur  opinio  de  aeternitate  coeli 
iTiagmw  yires  sumpsisse  ex  ipsa  machina  et  constructione  ccdi, 
quam  astronomi  plurima  cum  satagentia  introduxerunt  Cautum 
enim  magnopere  yidetur  ex  ea  ut  ccelestia  nil  patiantur  prae- 
ter  simplicem  rotationem,  in  caeteris  consistant  nee  perturben- 
tur.  Itaque  corpora  astroram  in  orbibus  suis  tanquam  clavis 
fixa  posuerunt.  Singulis  autein  declinationibus,  sublationibus, 
depressionibus,  sinuationibus  ipsorum  tot  circulos  perfectoe 
conyenientis  crassitudinis  attribuerunt,  circulorum  eorum  et  con- 
caya  et  convexa  egregie  tomantes  et  polientes,  ut  in  eis  nil  emi- 
nens,  nil  asperum  inveniatur,  sed  alter  inter  alterum  receptus 
et  ob  laeyorem  exacte  contiguus  et  tamen  labi  facilis,  moveat 
placide  et  feliciter ;  quas  immortalis  scilicet  ingeniatio  summoyet 
omnem  yiolentiam  et  perturbationem,  indiyiduas  profecto  cor- 
ruptionis  pnenuntias.     Nam  certe  si  corpora  tanta  qualia  sunt 

>  Plutorcb,  De  Placft  PhUoMph.  L  9. 
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globi  astromm^  sBthera  secant ;  neque  tamen  perpetao  meant  per 
easdem  aetheris  partes^  eed  per  partes  et  tractus  longe  diversos, 
cum  aliquando  supema  inradant^  aliquando  yersus  terram  de- 
scendant, aliquando  vertant  se  ad  austrum,  aliquando  ad  boream ; 
periculum  est  proculdubio  ne  fiant  plurimae  in  coelo  impres- 
siones  et  concussiones  et  reoiprocationes  et  fluctus,  atque  inde 
sequantur  condensationes  et  rarefactiones  corporom,  qii»  ge- 
nerationibus  et  alterationibus  viam  prsestinent  et  prestruant. 
Quandoquidem  vero  ex  rationibos  physicis,  atque  insuper  ex 
phsenomenis  ipsis,  plane  constabit  hoc  posterius  yerum  esse, 
atque  commenta  ilia  priora  astronomorum  de  quibus  diximus 
(si  quis  sanam  mentem  sumat)  naturae  prorsus  illudere  yide- 
antur,  et  rerum  reperiantur  inania ;  consentaneum  est,  ut  etiam 
opinio  de  sBtemitate  coelestium,  quae  cum  illis  conjuncta  est, 
idem  subeatjudiciunL  Quod  si  quis  hie  religionem  opponat, 
illi  responsum  yolumus,  ethnicam  jactantiam  tantummodo  istam 
aBtemitatem  ccbIo  soU  attribuere,  Scripturas  Sacras  aetermtatem 
terras  et  coelo  ex  asquo.'  Neque  enim  legitur  solum,  Solem  et 
Lunam  (Btemos  etjideles  testes  in  cah  esse  * ;  sed  et  illud,  yene^ 
ratianes  advenire  et  ndgrare,  Terram  autem  in  atemum  manere. 
De  natura  autem  labili  et  caduca  utriusque,  uno  simol  oraculo 
conclusum  est:  Ccdum  et  Terram  pertransire;  verbum  autem 
Domini  non  pertransire.^  Deinde  si  quis  adhuc  instet,  negui 
tamen  non  posse  quin  in  ipsa  superficie  orbis  terrarum  et 
partibus  proximis  infinit»  fiant  mutationes,  in  coelo  non  item ; 
huic  ita  occurrimus;  nee  nos  haoc  per  omnia  aequare,  et  tamen 
A  regiones  (quas  yocant)  superiorem  et  mediam  aeris  pro 
superficie  aut  interiore  tunica  coeli  acdpiamus,  quemadmodum 
spatium  istud  apud  nos,  quo  animalia,  plantas,  et  mineralia  con- 
tinentur,  pro  superfide  yel  exteriore  tunica  terras  accipimus; 
et  ibi  quoque  yarias  et  multiformes  generationes  inyenirL  Ita- 
que  tumultus  fere  omnis  et  conflictus  et  perturbatio  in  confi- 
niis  tantum  cceli  et  terras  locum  habere  yidetur;  ut  in  rebus 

>  Lansberg  make*  a  curioas  remark  as  to  the  difficulties  which  may  arise  from  a 
litenl  interpretation  of  Scripture.  **  Ton  may  so  interpret  it,'*  he  says,  «*  as  to  midce 
it  interlere  not  only  with  astronomy  but  with  geometry ;  as  when  It  is  said  that  one 
of  the  ewers  in  the  Temple  was  ten  cubits  across  and  thirty  cubits  round."  Gamp«* 
nella*  in  his  Jpologia  pro  Galil^to,  tells  a  story  of  one  Ul>8Be8  Albeigettus»  who  wishing 
to  show  that  the  moon  shines  by  her  own  light,  quoted  the  text  *  Luna  non  dablt 
lumen  «icicm  '^  **  fsdens  Tim  in  ly  suum." — Zy,  it  may  be  well  to  remark,  is  used  by 
the  schoolmen  as  rh  fn  Greek  ;  probably  because  transcribers  were  often  ignorant  of 
Greek,  and  copying  by  eye  changed  the  form  of  what  they  did  not  understand. 

»  -manere,"  Ecdesiastes,  1.  4.  •  Matth.  mIv.  35. 
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<nvilibti8  fit^  in  quibus  illud  frequenter  usu  venit,  ut  doorum 
regnorum  fines  continuis  incursionibus  et  violentiis  infestentur^ 
dum  interiores  utriusque  regni  proyinci®  diutina  pace  iruuntur, 
et  bellifl  tantum  gravioribus  et  rarioribus  commoventur.  Quod 
yero  ad  illam  alteram  partem  heterogeneas  coelestium  attinet 
(prout  aaseritur  ab  Aristotele),  quod  calida  non  sint  \  ne  forte 
sequatur  conflagratio  Heracliti^  sed  quod  calefaciant  per  acci« 
dens,  conterendo  et  diyerberando  aerem;  nescimus  quid  sibi 
yelit  hujusmodi  desertor  experiential,  idque  contra  consensum 
yeterum.  Sed  in  illo  minime  noyum  est,  ut  unum  aliquid  ab 
experientia  abripiat,  et  statim  nature  insultet,  pusillanimus 
simul  et  audax.  Verum  de  hoc  mox  dicemus  in  quaistione, 
utrum  astra  sint  vert  ignes  f  fusius  yero  et  accuratius  in  con- 
siliis  nostris  circa  Historiam  Virtutum,  ubi  origines  et  cunabula 
Calidi  et  Frigidi  tractabimus,  mortalibus  adhuc  incognita  et 
intacta.  Atque  qusBstio  de  heterogenea  coelestium  ad  hunc 
modum  proposita  sit.  Damnare  enim  sententiam  Aristotelis 
absque  comperendinatione  res  fortasse  postulat,  sed  nostrum 
non  patitur  institutum. 

Altera  proponitur  qusstio.  Quale  sit  cantentum  spatiarum 
interstellarium  f  Ilia  enim  aut  yacua  sunt,  quod  Gilbertus  sensit ; 
aut  repleta  corpore  quod  sit  ad  astra  instar  aeris  ad  flammam, 
quod  familiariter  accedit  ad  sensum ;  yel  repleta  corpore  homo- 
geneo  cum  ipsis  astris,  lucido  et  quodammodo  empyreo,  sed 
secundum  minus,  lucis  scilicet  non  tam  prsefulgidae  et  yibrantis: 
id  quod  sibi  yelle  yidetur  recepta  opinio,  quod  stella  sit  pars 
densior  sphaBrae  suae.^  Nihil  autem  officit  quo  minus  lucidum 
sit  diaphanum  ad  transmittendam  lucem  magis  fortem.  Nam 
acute  notayit  Telesius  etiam  aerem  commimem  continere  ali- 
quid in  se  lucis,  eo  usus  argumento,  quod  sint  quaBdam  anima- 
lia,  quad  noctu  yident,  quorum  scilicet  yisus  ad  tenuem  hujus- 
modi lucem  recipiendam  et  foyendam  sit  proportionatus.' 
Nam  actum  lucis  absque  uUa  luce,  yel  ex  ipsa  spiritus  yisiyi 
luce  interna  fieri,  minus  credibile  esse.  Sed  et  flamma  ipsa 
diaphana  conspicitur,  etiam  ad  transmittendam  speciem  cor- 
poris opaci,  ut  in  filis  lucemarum  patet ;  multo  magis  ad  trans- 
mittendam speciem  lucb  intensioris.     Etiam  ex  flammis  aliad 

>  Thej  are  the  anue  of  heat  by  their  motUn  and  the  consequent  friction  of  the 
air,  but  are  not  themselves  hot    Aristot.  de  Ccelo^  IL  7. 
*  Aristot  ttbl  supriL  *  Telcslu^  De  Her.  Nat.  t  3. 

30  3 


758  •    DESCEIPTIO  GLOBI  INTELLECTUALIS. 

alilfl  flunt  pellucidiores.  Idqne  accidit  Tel  ex  natixra  corporis 
inflammati^  vel  ex  copia.  Nam  flamma  seyi  ant  cerae  magis 
luminoea  est,  et  (si  ita  loqui  licet)  magis  ignea ;  at  flamma  spin* 
tus  vini  magis  opaca,  et  tanquam  aerea,  pnesertim  si  in  parva 
sit  quantitate,  ut  flamma  seipsam  non  inspisset.  At  nos  hujus 
reietiam  exi>erimentum  fecimus;  yidelicet  accipientes  eande- 
1am  ceream^  eamque  in  situla  erigentes  (situla  idcirco  usi 
metallica,  ut  corpus  candelas  a  flamma  qus  circumfundenda 
erat  posset  muniri),  situlam  Tero  in  patera  ubi  erat  parum 
spiritus  vini  collocantes^  tumque  primo  candelam,  deinde  spi- 
ritum  Tini  accendentes ;  ubi  facile  erat  cemere  flammam  can- 
delse  coruscantem  et  candidam,  per  medium  flammas  spiritus 
yini  infirm®  et  vergentis  ad  diaphanum.'  Atque  pari  ratione 
cernuntur  saepius  per  coelum  trabes  lucidsB  lucem  manifestam 
ex  se  prasbentes,  et  tenebras  noctis  insigniter  illustrantes ;  per 
quarum  corpora  tamen  datur  conspicere  astra.  Attamen  ista 
inaBqualitas  stelUe  et  setheris  intersteUaris  non  bene  definitur 
per  tenue  et  densum,  ut  stella  scilicet  sit  densior^  aether  tenuior. 
Nam  genenditer  hie  apud  nos  flamma  aere  est  corpus  subtilius, 
ma^s^  inquam,  expansum^  et  minus  habens  materia^  pro  spatio 
quod  occupat ;  quod  etiam  in  coelestibus  obtinere  probabile  est. 
Durior  vero  est  error^  si  stellam  sphaeras  partem  esse  intel- 
ligant  veluti  clayo  fixam,  et  asthera  Stellas  deferens.^  Hoc  enim 
fictitium  quiddam  est^  quemadmodum  et  orbium  contiguatio  ilia 
quae  describitur.  Nam  corpus  stellae  in  cursu  suo  aut  aethera 
secaty  aut  et  aether  ipse  rotat  simul  aequaliter.  Si  enim  inae- 
qualiter  rotet^  etiam  stellam  secare  aethera  necesse  est.  Fabrica 
autem  ilia  orbium  contiguorum^  ut  concavum  exterioris  orbis 
recipiat  convexmn  interioris^  et  tamen  propter  Isevorem  utri- 
usque  alter  alterum  in  conversionibus  suis^  licet  inaequalibus, 
non  impediat,  realis  non  est ;  cum  perpetuum  et  continuum  sit 
corpus  aetheriSy  quemadmodum  et  aeris ;  et  tamen  quia  magna 
reperiatur  in  utroque  corpore  diversitas,  quatenus  ad  raritatem 
et  alia^  regiones  ipsorum  docendi  gratia  rectissime  distinguantur. 

'  Compare  Sytva  Sylvanm  (31.). 

'  Tbe  pbraae  fixed  «tan,  Siderm  infiza  coelo,  vas  originally  connected  with  the 
notion  of  the  stars  being  fastened  to  the  vault  of  heaven.  The  substitution,  as  Hum  • 
boldt  has  remarked,  of  Jfxa  for  in/ixa  or  affixa,  indicates  the  transition  to  our  notion 
of  fixed  stars,  which  relates  only  to  their  relative  immobility.  See  Cogmot,  vol.  iii., 
chapter  on  Fixed  Stars.  There  is  a  curious  pascage  in  Acosta's  History  of  the  Indies 
on  this  sutdect.  He  conceives  that  both  the  Milky  Way  and  what  are  commonly 
called  the  Coal  Bags  belong  to  the  substance  of  the  heaven  itself,  and  prove  by  th«ir 
motion  that  the  heavens  turn  as  well  as  the  stars  [i.  2.]. 
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Itaque  recipiatur  sexta'  quaestio  secundum  banc  nostram 
explicationem.  Sequitur  qu»stio  altera  nee  ea  simplex;  de 
substantia  ipsonim  astrorum.  Primo  enim  quaeritur.  An  sint 
alii  glohi  sive  massce  ex  materia  solida  et  compactOy  prceter  ipsam 
terram  f  Sana  enim  mente  proponitur  ea  contemplatio  in 
libro  de  facie  in  orbe  lunas,  non  esse  yerisimile,  in  dispersione 
materiaB  naturam  quicquid  compacti  corporis  erat  in  unicum 
terras  globum  conclusisse,  cmn  tantus  sit  exercitus  globorum  ex 
materia  rara  et  explicata.*  Huic  vero  cogitationi  tarn  immo- 
derate indulsit  Gilbertus  (in  quo  tamen  babuit  praecursores  vel 
duces  potius  nonnuUos  ex  antiquis),  ut  non  solum  terram  et 
lunam,  sed  complures  alios  globos^  solidos  et  opacos,  per  expan- 
sionem  coeli  inter  globos  lucentes  sparsos  asserat.'  Neque 
opinio  ejus  bic  stetit,  sed  et  globos  illos  lucentes  ad  aspectum, 
nimirum  solem  et  clarissima  quasque  astra,  ex  materia  quapiam 
solida,  licet  magis  splcndida  et  aequali,  constitui  existimavit ; 
lucem  primitivam  cum  lumine,  quod  ejus  censetur  imago,  con- 
fundens  (nam  et  nostrum  mare  ex  sese  lucem  ad  distans  pro- 
portionatum  ejaculari  censuit) ;  nullam  autem  conglobationem 
agnovit  Gilbertus,  nisi  in  materia  solida,  cujus  corpora  ilia 
circumfusa  rara  et  tenuia,  effluvia  quaedam  tantum  essent  et 
tanquam  defectiones;  et  deinde  vacuum.  Verum  diligentissimi 
cujusque  et  maxime  sobrii  investigatoris  naturas  animum  per- 
stringere  posset  cogitatio  ilia  de  Luna,  quod  sit  ex  materia  so- 
lida. Nam  et  lucem  reverberat,  nee  lucem  transmittit,  et  pro- 
priae  lucis  tanquam  expers  est,  et  plena  est  inaequalitatis ;  quae 
omnia  solidorum  sunt.  Videmus  enim  aetbera  ipsum  et  aerem^ 
quae  tenuia  sunt  corpora,  solis  lucem  excipere,  sed  minime  re- 
flectere ;  quod  luna  facit.  Solis  vero  radiorum  is  est  vigor, 
ut  densas  admodum  nubes,  quae  materias  sunt  aqueae,  trajicere 

^  This  is  apparently  a  wrong  reading  for  ista.  The  phrase  **  ista  quantio  recipiatur  ** 
occurs  with  variations  several  times  in  the  course  of  the  tract  That  the  text  is 
wrong  appears  not  only  from  the  circumstance  that  the  question  Bacon  is  speaking  of 
is  the  seventh  and  not  the  sixth,  but  from  this  also,  that  he  clearly  does  not  intend  to 
say  **  Let  a  sixth  question  be  admitted/*  but  **  Let  the  question  of  which  I  have  been 
spealdng  be  admitted  ;  **  a  reference  which  requires  the  demonstrative  pronoon. 

'  Plutarch,  De  Facie  in  Orbe  Lunae,  p.  924. 

a  •<  Duo  sunt  globorum  genera,  lucentia  et  non  lucentla ;  lucentla  Sol,  flxc  splen- 
didiores;  non  lucentla,  nt  tellus,  Luna,  stellc  nebulosa}."— &i/ier<,  PAyftof.  iVov. 
M  10. 

Thales  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  person  who  asserted  that  the  moon  is  iliu- 
minated  by  the  sun.  Ocellus,  and  perhaps  Heraclides,  sa'd  that  she  consists  of  earth 
surrounded  by  a  mist.  Diogenes  Apolloniates,  probably  following  Anazagoras,  affirmed 
that  along  with  the  visible  stars  revolve  in  the  heavcos  i/^tts  AMcn,  which  occasionally 
fall  to  the  earth.     Stobsus,  Edog.  Thys.  i.  25. 

3  (•  4 


760  DESCRIPTIO  GLOBI  1NTELLECTUALI& 

et  penetnre  pomt;  lunam  tamen  nentiqnanL  At  lux  Imue 
ipsius  in  eclipsibiiB  aliqiubus  cernitnr  nonnulla,  licet  obscura ; 
in  noviluniis  aotem  et  »talibu8  lunae,  nulla,  prsBter  partem  ir^ 
radiatam  a  sole.  Porro,  flammiB  impune  et  feculente  (ex  quo 
genere  substandsB  Empedocles  constare  lunam  opinatus  est') 
sunt  ccrte  inaequales,  sed  tamen  e»  insqualitates  non  locantur, 
sed  mobiles  plerunque  sunt;  cum  maculie  in  luna  constan- 
tcs  putentur.  Accedit  quoque  quod  maculie  iilie  etiam  suaa 
subinsequalitates  habere  deprehendantur  per  specilla  optica,  ut 
jam  plane  multipliciter  figurata  reperiatur  luna,  et  selenogrB- 
phia  ilia  sive  typus  lunie,  quern  animo  agitabat  Gilbertns*, 
jam  ex  Galilaei  et  aliorum  industria  prsesto  esse  videatur.  Quod 
si  luna  ex  materia  quapiam  solida  constitui  possit  ut  terrae 
affinis,  aut  faex  coeli  (hujusmodi  qusdam  jactantur),  yidendum 
rursus  an  ilia  sit  in  hoc  genere  sola.  Nam  et  Mercurius  quan* 
doque  repertus  est  in  conjunctione  solis,  tanquam  macula  qua^- 
dam,  sive  pusilla  eclipsis.  At  maculsB  illsB  nigricantes  quse  in 
hemisphierio  antarctico  inveniuntur,  suntque  fixae,  non  secus 
ac  galaxia,  majorem  injiciunt  dubitationem  de  globis  opacis 
etiam  in  partibus  coeli  sublimioribus.'  Nam  quod  illud  in  causa 
sit,  quia  coelum  in  illis  locis  sit  tenue  et  tanquam  perforatum,  id 
minus  verisimile  est ;  propterea  quod  hujusmodi  decrementnm 
et  tanquam  priyatio  rei  yisibilis  ex  tantadistantia  visum  nostrum 
nullo  modo  percutere  possit,  cum  etiam  reliquum  corpus  »theris 
invisibile  sit,  nee  nisi  per  comparationem  ad  corpora  stellarum 
cematur.  Ulud  fortasse  magis  probabile  foret,  nigrorcs  illos 
[defectui]  ^  luminis  imputare,  quia  rariores  inveniuntur  stell» 
circa  cam  partem  coeli,  quemadmodum  circa  galaxiam  ere- 
briores ;  ut  alter  locus  continenter  luminosus  videatur,  alter 
umbrosus.  Magis  enim  committi  videntur  ignes  coelestes  in 
antarctico  hemisphsrio,  quam  in  nostro;  majores  siquidem 
Stellas  habeat,  sed  pauciorcs,  et  spalia  interstellaria  majora. 
Verum  ipsa  traditio  de  maculis  illis  non  admodum  fida  est, 
saltem  non  tam  magna  circa  cam  observationem  adhibita  est 
diligentia,  ut  consequential  inde  deduci  adhuc  debeant.     lUud 

>  Empedocles  lald  that  the  moon  was  itdpa  in»9ffrpafifL4po9  F«fociK|,  'rtnfy^*  ^^ 
srvp^s  £<rrc  <ri*fi4*iKTop,  Suricof  iSiy  8i  r^  ^yfiiuert.  —  Stabtna^  Edop,  Pky$ie.  I.  S7. 

Heeren  remarks  that  Stobsus  is  the  only  author  by  whom  this  opinion  it  men- 
tioned. 

'  See  his  Physlologia  Mova,  IL  14.,  and  the  map  of  the  moon  by  which  it  is  illus- 
trated. 

•  See  for  this  Patricius,  f.  90. ;  and  AcosU's  History  of  the  Indies  book  L  chap.  S. 

*  This  word  was  supplied  in  Montagu's  edition.  —  /.  S. 
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magis  premit  inquintionem  prffisentenij  quod  possint  esse  plu- 
res  globi  opaci  per  aethera  sparsi,  qui  omnino  non  cemnntur. 
Nam  et  luna  ipda  in  primia  ortibus,  quatenus  illustratur  a  sole^ 
visum  sane  ferit,  comu  et  labro  illo  tenui  circuli  extimi^  in  pro- 
fundo  autem  minime^  Bed  cemitur  eadem  specie  tanquam  reli- 
quus  sther:  et  8tellul»  ill»  erratics  oirca  Jovem  a  GaUlseo  (si 
fides  constet)  repertse^  merguntur  ad  visum  nostrum  in  pelago 
illo  SBtheris^  tanquam  insul»  minores  et  non  conspicuae ;  similiter 
et  ill»  stellul»  quarum  glomeratio  effecit  galaziam,  si  singula 
sparsim^  non  congregatse  confertim^  collocatsB  essent,  prorsus  con- 
spectum  nostrum  efiugerent;  quemadmodum  et  complures  alisd, 
qu»  noctibus  serenis^  pnesertim  per  hiemem^  micant;  etiam 
nebulosffi  ill»  stell»  sire  foramina  ad  Prssepe  ^  jam  distinct® 
per  specilla  nnmerantur;  quin  per  eadem  specilla  in  fonte  lucis 
omnium  purissimo  (solem  dicimus)^  macularum  et  opaci  et  inn- 
qualitatis  scrupulus  nonnuUus  objectus  esse  videtur.  Quod  si 
nihil  aliudy  certe  gradatio  ipsaHnter  astra  ccelestia  quoad  lucem^ 
a  clarissimis  descendens  et  pertingens  ad  obscura  et  caliginosa, 
eo  rem  deducit^  ut  fidem  faciat  posse  esse  et  globos  omnino 
opacos*  Minor  enim  gradus  esse  videtur  a  stella  nebulosa  ad 
opacam^  quam  a  stella  clarissima  ad  nebulosam.  Aspectus  au- 
tem noster  plane  fallitur  et  circumscribitur.  Quicquid  enim 
spargitur  in  ccelo^  neque  habet  magnitudinem  insignem  atque 
etiam  lucem  vividam  et  fortem^  latet,  nee  faciem  coeli  mntat. 
Neque  vero  imperiti  cujusquam  animum  percellat,  si  in  du- 
bium  veniat  utrum  globi  ex  materia  compacta  pensiles  sisti 
possint  Nam  et  terra  ipsa  in  medio  aeris,  rei  moUissimae^  cir- 
cumfuffl,  pensilis  natat;  et  magnie  nubium  aquosarum  moles^  et 
grandinis  congeries^  hierent  in  regionibus  aeris,  et  inde  magis 

>  The  nebula  Pnesepe  In  Cancer,  and  the  one  in  the  head  of  Orion,  were  the  two 
flnt  nebube  ever  resoWed  into  distinct  stars.  Galileo  gave  figures  of  them  as  they 
appeared  through  his  telescope  in  the  Syderma  NuMetMU,  What  Baoon  goes  on  to  say 
ik  spots  in  the  sun  is  particularly  interesting.  Galileo  did  not  publish  on  the  suited 
before  1 6 13;  so  that  Bacon's  information  was  probably  not  derived  fh>m  Galileo, 
though  it  is  believed  that  GaIIleo*k  first  observations  were  made  in  November  1610. 
The  earliest  account  which  is  known  to  have  been  printed  of  these  spots  is  that  of 
Fabricius,  whose  father's  interesting  correspondence  with  Kepler  has  recently  been 
published.  His  tract  De  Maadu  in  Sole  oburvaHe  was  published  at  Wittenberg, 
1611.  It  seems  difficult  to  decide  the  question  of  priority  of  observation  between  him 
and  Galileo.  Harriot  observed  the  spots  in  December  1610,  but  did  not  apparently 
know  what  to  make  of  the  appearance,  and  does  not  designate  the  phenomena  by  the 
specific  name  of  spots  until  December  1611,  before  which  time  their  existence  had  been 
fully  ascertained  by  others.  He  drew  a  picture  however  of  what  he  had  seen  on  the 
first  occasion,  of  which  a  fiursimile  has  been  published  by  Professor  Rigaud,  to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  most  of  tlie  substance  of  this  note.  See  his  Supplement  to  Bradley's 
Works,  pp.  32.  35. 37. 
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dejiciuntur  quam  deecendiuit,  antequam  terns  Ticimtatem  per- 
sentiscant     Itaque  optime  notayit  Gilbertus^  corpora  gravia 
post  longam  a  terra  distantiam  motum  versus  inferiora  pawlatim 
exuere^  utpote  qui  a  nuUo  alio  corporum  appetita  quam  illo 
coeundi  et  se  congregandi  ad  terrain  (qu»  est  corporum  cum 
iisdem  comiaturalium  massa)  ortum  habet,  atque  intra  orbem 
yirtutis  suae  terminatur.^    Nam  quod  de  motu  ad  terns  centrum 
asseritur^  esset  profecto  virtuosum  genua  nihiU,  quod  tanta  ad 
se  raperet ;  neque  corpus  nisi  a  corpore  patitur.    Itaque  quasstio 
ista  de  globis  opads  et  solidis^  licet  nova  et  ad  opiniones  vul- 
gares  durior,  recipiatur;  atque  una  conjungatur  qussstio  ilia 
vetuSy  nee  tamen  decisa^  qu4B  ex  astris  lueem  pramani  primitivam^ 
atque  ex  sese,  et  qu(B  rursus  ex  illuetratume  solis,  quarum  altera 
consubstantialia  videntur  soli)  altera  hinso.     Denique  omnem 
inquisitionem  de  diversitate  substantiiB  astrorum  ad  invicem. 
quae  multifaria  videtur,  cum  alia  rutila,  alia  plumbea,  alia  Can- 
dida, alia  splendida,  alia  nebulosa  manifesto  et  constanter  cer- 
nantur,  ad  septimam  qusBstionem  intelligimus  referrL     Altera 
quseslio  ea  est.  An  astra  sint  vert  iynesf  quse  tamen  quaestio 
desiderat  prudentiam  quandam  intelligendL     Aliud  est  enim 
dicere,  €Utra  esse  veros  ignes ;  aliud,  cutra  (sint  licet  vert  ignes) 
cunctas  exereere  vireSf  atque  easdem  edere  acHones,  qtuu  ignis 
communis.     Neque  propterea  ad  ignem  aliquem  notionalem  aut 
phantasticum  deveniendum  est,  qui  nomen  ignis  retineat,  pn>- 
prietates  abneget     Nam  et  noster  ignis,  si  in  tali  quanto  quale 
est  quantum  astri  in  ethere  coUocaretur,  differentes  daturus 
fuerit  operationes  ab  iis  quie  reperiuntur  hie  apud  nos ;  cum 
entia  loage  diversas  nanciscantur  virtutes,  et  ex  quanto  suo  et 
ex  consitu  sive  collocatione  sua.     Etenim  massas  majores,  hoc 
est    corpora  connaturalia    quse    congregantur  in  tali  quanto 
quod  habeat  analogiam  ad  summam  universi,  induunt  virtutes 
cosmicas,  quae  in  portionibus  suis  nullatenus  reperiuntur.    Nam 
oceanus,  qui  est  aquarum  congregatio  maxima,  fluit  et  refluit; 
at  stagna  et  lacus  minime*     Similiter  universa  terra  pendet, 
portio  terrae  cadit.     CoUocatio  autem  entis  plurimi  ad  omnia 
momenti  est  et  in  portionibus  majoribus  et  minoribus,  propter 
contigua  et  adjacentia,  vel  amica  vel  inimica.     At  multo  ma- 
jorem  etiam  evenire  necesse  est  actionum  diversitatem  inter 
ignem  astrorum  ot  nostrum,  quia  non  tantum  in  quanto  et  col- 

*  GUbert,  Physiol.  Nova,  L  21. 
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locatione^  sed  etlam  in  substantia,  aliquatenns  varietar*  Ignis 
enim  astrorum  purus,  integer,  et  nativus ;  at  ignis  noster  de- 
gener,  qui  tanquam  Vulcanus  in  terram  dejectus  ex  casn  clan- 
dicat.  Si  quis  enim  advertat,  habemus  ignem  apud  nos  extra 
locum  suum,  trepidum,  contrariis  circumfusum,  indigum,  et 
stipem  alimenti  ut  conservetur  emendicantem,  et  fugientem. 
At  in  coelo  existit  ignis  yere  locatus,  ab  impetu  alicujus  con- 
trarii  disjunctus,  constans  ex  se  et  similibus  conserratus,  et 
proprias  operationes  libere  et  absque  'molestia  peragens.  Ita^ 
que  nihil  opus  fuit  Patritio,  nt  formam  flamm»  pjramidalem, 
qualis  apud  nos  invenitur,  salvaret,  comminisci  superiorem  par- 
tem astri,  qu»  versus  ethera  vertitur,  posse  esse  pyramidalem, 
licet  inferior  pars,  qute  a  nobis  conspicitnr,  sit  globosa.^  Nam 
pyramis  ilia  flamm®  per  accidens  est  ex  coactione  et  constri- 
ctione  aeris,  siquidem  flamma  circa  fomitem  sunm  plenior,  ab 
inimicitia  aeris  sensim  constringitur  et  effingitur  in  formam 
pyramidis.  Itaque  in  flamma,  basis  flammae  lata  est,  vertex 
acutus;  in  fumo,  contra,  inferins  acntum,  vertex  latus,  et 
tanquam  pyramis  inversa;  quia  aer  fumum  recipit,  flammam 
comprimit.  Quare  consentaneum  est  flammam  apud  nos  esse 
pyramidalem,  in  coelo  globosam.  Similiter  et  flamma  apud  nos 
corpus  momentaneum  est,  in  sethere  permanens  et  durabilis. 
Attamen  et  apud  nos  flamma  et  ipsa  manere  possit  in  forma 
sua  et  subsistere,  nisi  a  circumfusis  perderetur;  quod  manife- 
stissimum  est  in  flammis  majoribus.  Omnis  enim  portio  flammas 
in  medio  flamme  sita,  et  flamma  undique  circumdata,  non  perit, 
sed  eadem  numero  manet  inextincta,  et  caelum  rapide  petens ; 
at  in  lateribus  laboratur  atque  abinde  orditur  extinctio.  Cujus 
rei  modus  (flammae  interidris  scilicet  permanentia  in  figura 
globosa,  et  flammse  exterioris  vanescentia  et  pyramis)  in  flam- 
mis  bicoloribus  experimento  demonstrari  possit.  Quinetiam 
de  ipso  ardore  flammsa  inter  coelestem  et  nostram  plurimum 
variari  potest.  Nam  flamma  coelestis  libenter  et  placide  expli- 
catur,  tanquam  in  suo,  at  nostra  tanquam  in  alieno  compingitur 
et  ardet  et  furit.  Omnis  etiam  ignis  constipatus  et  incarceratus 
fit  ardentior.  Enimvero  et  radii  flammae  coelestis  postquam  ad 
corpora  densiora  et  mngis  obstinata  pervenerint,  et  ipsi  leni- 
tatem  suam  deponunt,  et  fiunt  magis  adurentes.     Itaque  non 

■  ^'Afttni  flamma  >1  sunt,  etii  non  rotnnde  stnt  etiamsi  sonum  tendant,  nihil  obstat 
quin  excmpio  nostrarum,  procul  aliquanto  spectaUe,  et  rotunds  appareant  ft  radiats.** 
— i\<fr/riiff,  PaMeormiat  xv. 
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debnit  Aristoteles  conflagrationem  Heraditi  orbl  sno  metaere^ 
licet  astra  veros  ignes  statuisset.  Potent  igitur  ista  qtuestio 
recipi  secundum  hanc  explicationem«  Sequitur  altera  qoasstio^ 
An  astra  alaiUur,  atque  etiam  an  augeantur,  minuantur,  gene^ 
rentur,  extinguantur  f  Atque  certe  ex  yeteribus  aliquis  ob- 
aervatione  quadam  plebeia  all  astra  putavit,  instar  ignis,  atqae 
aquas  et  oceanum  et  bumiditatem  terr»  depaacere  atque  ex 
yaporibus  et  balitibus  repararL  Quae  certe  opinio  non  videtur 
digna  esse,  ut  quiestioni  mateiiam  subministret  Nam  et  va- 
pores  bujusmodi  longe  dtra  astrorum  allitudines  deficiunt ;  ne- 
que  illorum  tanta  est  copia,  ut  et  aquis  et  terras  per  pluvias 
et  rores  reparandis,  atque  insuper  tot  et  tantis  globis  codestibus 
reficiendis  sufficere  ullo  modo  queant ;  prsesertim  cum  manife- 
stum  sit  terram  et  oceanum  humore  evidenter  per  multa  jam 
secula  non  decrescere,  ut  tantundem  reponi  videatur,  quantum 
ezsorbetur.  Neque  etiam  ratio  alimenti  astris  tanquam  igni 
nostro  oompetit.  Ubi  enim  aliquid  deperit  et  decedit,  ibi  etiam 
reponitur  quippiam  et  assimilatur.^  Quod  genus  assimilationis 
ex  Tartarismis  est,  et  ex  contrariorum  aut  dissimilium  circum- 
fusione  ortum  ducit*  At  in  astrorum  mole  similari  et  interiore 
nil  tale  evenit,  non  magis  quam  in  yisceribus  terras,  quss  nee 
ipsa  aluntur,  sed  substantiam  suam  servant  secundum  identi- 
tatem,  non  secundum  assimilationeuL  Attamen  de  extimis  oris 
corporum  sidereorum  recte  datur  quasstio,  Utrum  ea  uno  eodem- 
que  tenore  maneant^  aut  (Bthera  circumfusum  depradentur,  atque 
etiam  ifificiantf  Quare  eo  sensu  de  alimoniis  astrorum  etiam 
quaeri  potent  De  augmenlis  vero  et  diminutionibus  astrorum 
in  toto  suo,  recte  adjungitur  quasstio;  licet  rara  admodum 
fuerint  phasnomena,  quae  illi  dubitationi  occasionem  prasbere 
possint  Prime  enim  exemplum  nullum,  neque  simile  aliquid 
inter  ea  quae  apud  nos  reperiuntur,  huic  quaestioni  patrod- 
natur  * ;  cum  globus  noster  terrae  et  aquarum  non  videatur  sus- 
cipere,  secundum  totum  suum,  augmentationem  aut  diminu- 
tionem  evidentem  aut  insignem;  sed  molem  suam  et  quantum 
suum  servare.  At  stellae  apparent  ad  aspectum  nostrum  inter- 
dum  majore,  interdum  minore  corpore.  Verum  est ;  sed  ilia 
majoritas  et  minoritas  steUae  Tel  ad  longinquitatem  et  ad  vici- 
nitatem  refertur,  ut  in  apogasis  et  perigaeis  planetarum,  yd  ad 

>  tutimulatur  In  the  original ;  8o  also  in  the  next  aentences  oBiimulaiioius  and 
astimtJcUionan,  "^  J.  S, 

'  patroeinanhir  in  the  original.  —  /.  S. 
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constitutionem  medii  Qu»  vero  fit  ex  constitutione  medii 
facile  dignoscitur,  quod  non  aliciii  certsd  stellsB^  sed  omnibus 
ex  aequo  apparentiam  mutet,  ut  fit  noctibus  hiemalibus^  gelu 
intensiore,  quando  stellse  auctse  yidentur  magnitudine,  quia  va- 
pores  et  parcius  sui^nt  et  fortius  exprimuntur,  et  universum 
corpus  aeris  nonnihil  condensatur^  et  vergit  ad  aqueum  sive 
crystallinum^  quod  species  exhibet  majores.  Quod  si  forte 
fuerit  aliqua  particularis  interpositio  vaporum  inter  aspectum 
nostrum  et  astrum  certum^  quae  speciem  astri  ampliet  (quod 
in  sole  et  luna  frequenter  et  manifesto  fit>  et  in  reliquis  acci- 
dere  potest),  ea  apparentia  nee  ipsa  fallere  potest,  quia  mutatio 
ilia  magnitudinis  non  durat,  neque  sequitur  astrum  nee  cum 
corpore  ejus  movetur,  verum  astrum  ab  ea  cito  liberatur,  et 
solitam  recuperat  speciem.  Venintamen  quamvis  ista  ita  se 
habeant,  tamen  cum  et  olim  temporibus  priscis  atque  etiam 
ffitate  nostra,  celebri  et  magno  spectaculo,  magna  novatio  facta 
fuerit  in  stella  Veneris  et  magnitudine  et  colore,  atque  etiam 
figura ;  cumque  mutatio  quae  astrum  aliquod  certum  per- 
petuo  et  constanter  sequitur,  et  cum  corpore  ejus  circum- 
Tolvi  cemitur,  necessario  statui  debeat  in  astro  ipso,  et  non 
in  medio;  cumque  ex  observationum  neglectu  multa  quae 
in  coelo  fiunt  conspicua  praetereantur  et  nobis  pereant ;  istam 
partem  quaestionis  nonae  recte  admitti  censemus.  Ejusdem 
generis  est  altera  pars  quaestionis,  Utrum  astra  per  langos 
seculorum  circuitus  nascantur  et  diisipentur  f  nisi  quod  major 
suppetat  pbaenomenorum  ubertas  quae  banc  quaestionem  pro- 
yocat  quam  illam  de  augmentis ;  sed  tamen  in  uno  genere 
tantum.  Nam  quoad  yeteres  Stellas,  omni  seculorum  memoria, 
nee  alicujus  earum  ortus  primus  notatus  est  (exceptis  iis  quae 
Arcades  de  Luna  olim  fabulati  sunt),  nee  aliqua  ex  iis  desi- 
deratum Eamm  yero  quae  cometae  habitae  sunt,  sed  forma  et 
motu  stellari,  et  prorsus  ipeluti  stellae  noyaeS  et  apparitiones  yi- 

>  This  mode  of  tpeaklng  of  the  new  stars  cooflrms  Professor  Rlgadd's  explanation  of 
a  curious  phrase  in  one  of  Sir  WUUam  Lower*s  letters  to  Harriot  **  His  elliptical  Iter 
planetarum,  methinkfs,  shewes  a  way  to  the  solving  of  the  unknown  walks  of  comets  ** 
(he  is  speaking  of  Kepler) ;  *«  for  as  his  ellipsis  fn  the  earth's  motion  is  more  a  circle, 
and  in  Mars  is  more  longe,  and  in  some  of  the  other  planets  maj  be  longer  againe,  so 
in  thos  commets  that  appeare  fixed  the  ellipsis  may  be  necre  a  right  line."  The  Pro- 
fessor remarks  that  he  may  possibly  allude  to  phenomena  like  the  new  star  of  1572. 
It  is  this  letter  of  Sir  William  LowerX  the  first  part  of  which  Baron  Zach  ascribed  to 
the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  an  error  which  Is  repeated  by  Apelt  in  his  Brformatum  of 
A$tr(mam]f,    See  Rigand's  Supplement  to  Bradley's  Works,  pp.  43.  49. 

The  idea  that  the  new  star  of  1573  moved  alternately  towards  and  from  the  earth 
in  a  right  Une^  was  proposed  by  John  Dee.    Sec  lfarrien*»  Hist  of  Astronomy,  p.  384. 
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dimuB,  atque  etiam  ab  antiqiUB  aocepimus^  et  disparitiones,  dam 
alib  hominibus  tanquam  conaumpte  yis»  simt,  aliis  tanquam 
assamptas  (utpote  quie  ad  hob  deyects  tanquam  in  perigaeisy 
poetea  ad  snblimiora  remearant),  aliis  vero  tanquam  rarescentes 
eziatimatas  sunt  atque  in  sthera  Boluts.  Verum  universam  istam 
qoflBstionem  de  stellis  novis  ad  eum  locum  rejicimus  ubi  de 
Cometis  dicemueu     Superest  quarotio  altera,  de  Gralaxia  vide- 
licet. An  Galaxia  sit  glameratio  astrarum  mimmorum,  out  cct* 
pus  continuatum^  et  pars  (Btheris,  media  naturte  inter  tBtheream  et 
sideream  f  Nam  opinio  ilia  de  ezhalationibuB  jamdiu  exhalavit, 
non  sine  nota  ingenii  Aristotelia,  qui  tale  aliquid  confingere 
aosusest,  rei  tarn  constanti  etfixs  imponendo  naturam  transito- 
riam  et  variam.'     Quin  et  finis  etiam  hujus  qusBstionis,  prout  a 
nobis  proponitur,  adesse  jam  videtur,  si  iis  credimus  quas  Gali- 
IsBus  tradidity  qui  oonfusam  illam  lucis  speciem  in  astra  numerata 
et  locata  digessit    Nam  quod  Galaxia  non  toUit  aspectum  astro- 
rum  qu»  intra  ipsam  inveniuntur,  illud  certe  litem  non  diiimit, 
nee  rem  inclinat  in  alterutram  partem ;  id  tantununodo  fortasse 
abnegat,  non  coUocari  Galaxiam  inferius  aethere  stellata     Hoc 
enim  si  foret,  atque  insuper  corpus  illud  continuatum  Galaxiss 
aliquam  haberet  profunditatem,  aspectum  nostrum  interceptum 
iri  consentaneum  esset.     Si  yero  pari  collooetur  altitudine  cum 
stellis  quae  per  earn  conspiciuntur,  nil  obstat  quin  stellaB  spaigi 
possint  in  ipsa  Galaxia,  non  minus  quam  in  reliquo  aethere. 
Itaque  et  istam  quaesdonem  recipimus.     Atque  hae  sex:  qusBSta- 
ones  pertinent  ad  substantiam  coeleslium;    qualis  scilicet  sit 
substantia  coeli  in  genere,  et  qualis  aetheris  interstellaris,  et 
qualis  Galaxias,  et  qualis  astrorum  ipsorum,  sive  conferantur 
ad  invicem,  sive  ad  ignem  nostrum,  sive  ad  corpus  propiium. 
At  de  numero,  magnitudine,  figura,   et   distantia  astrorum^ 
praster  phasnomena   ipsa  et  qnaostiones  historicas,  de  quibua 
postea  dicetur,  problemata  philosopkica  fere   simplicia  sunt* 
De  numero  sqilicet  sequitur  quasstio  altera.     An  is  sit  numerus 
astrarum  qui  videtur,  quique  Hipparchi  dUigentia  notaius  et  de^ 
scriptus  est,  et  in  globi  coelestis  modulum  conclusus  f^   Nam  et 
satis  frigida  est  ratio  ea  quas  redditur  innumerad  illius  mul- 
titudinis  stellarum  occultarum   et  tanquam  invisibilium,  quad 
noctibus  serenis  praesertim  per  hiemem  conspici  solet ;  ut  illae 
apparentias  scilicet  sint  non  steUae  minores,  sed  radiationes  tan* 

'  Ari»L  Meteor.  I.  8.  »  Namely,  a  thousand  and  twenty-twa 
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turn  et  mioationes  et  taoquam  spicula  stellaram  oognitarum ; 
et  nova  jam  censa  suntplebeculss  ccelestis  capita  a  Galilseo,  non 
solum  in  ilia  turma  qu»  Gulaxise  nomine  insignitur,  verum 
etiam  inter  stationes  ipsas  et  ordines  planetarum.  Stellse  autem 
invisibiles  fiunt>  aut  propter  corporis  parvitatera,  aut  propter 
opacitatem  (nam  tenuitatis  nomen  non  admodum  approbamus, 
cum  flamma  pura  sit  corpus  eximisB  tenuitatis),  aut  propter 
elongationem  et  distantiam.  De  auctario  autem  numeri  astro- 
rum  per  generationem  stellarum  novarum,  qusestionem,  ut 
prius,  ad  locum  de  Cometis  rejicimus.  Quod  vero  ad  magnitu- 
dinem  astrorum  attinet,  ea  qu»  est  secundum  apparentiam 
magnitudo  pertinet  ad  phasnomena,  vera  autem  ad  inquisitionem 
philosophicam,  solo  illo  contenta  problemate  duodecimo' :  Qucb 
sit  vera  magnitudo  cujusque  astri,  vei  mensurata,  vel  saltern 
coUataf  facilius  enim  est  inventu  et  demonstratu,  globum 
lunsB  esse  globo  terras  minorem,  quam  globum  lunse  in  ambitu 
tot  millia  passuum  continere.  Itaque  tentandum  et  contenden- 
dum  ut  exaotas  magnitudlnes  inveniantur ;  illas  si  minus  faaberi 
possint,  utendum  comparatis.  Capiuntur  autem  atque  condu- 
duntur  magnitudines  verae,  vel  ab  eclipsibus  et  umbris,  vel  ab 
extensionibus  tam  luminis  quam  aliarum  virtutum  quas  corpora 
quaeque  pro  ratione  magnitudinis  longius  aut  propius  ejacu- 
lantur  et  diffundunt ;  vel  postremo  per  symmetriam  universi, 
quae  portiones  corporum  connaturalium  ex  necessitate  quadam 
temperat  et  terminat.  Minime  vero  standum  iis  quae  ab  astro- 
nomis  de  veris  magnitudinibus  astrorum  tradita  sunt  (licet 
videatur  esse  res  magnae  et  accuratae  subtilitatis)  satis  licenter 
et  incaute ;  sed  exquirendae  (si  quae  se  ostendunt)  probationes 
magis  fidae  et  sincerae.  Magnitudo  vero  et  distantia  astrorum 
se  invicem  indicant  ex  rationibus  opticis ;  quae  tamen  et  ipsae 
excuti  debent,  Ista  autem  de  vera  magnitudine  astrorum 
quaestio  numero  duodecima  est,  Sequitur  quaestio  altera  de 
figura.  An  astra  sint  globi  f  hoc  est,  coacervationes  materiae  in 
figura  solida  rotunda.  Yidentur  autem  ad  apparentiam  tres  se 
ostendere  figurae  astrorum ;  globosa  et  crinita,  ut  sol ;  globosa 
et  angulata,  ut  stellae  (crines  vero  et  anguli  ad  aspectiun  tantum 
referuntur,  forma  globosa  tantum  ad  substantiam) ;  globosa 
simpliciter,  ut  luna.     Neque  enim  conspicitur  stella  oblonga, 

>  ThiB  problem  would  be  the  thirteenth  if  that  which  relates  to  the  number  of  the 
stars  is  included  in  the  enumeration.  I  am  therefore  Inclined  to  think  that  it  is  not: 
the  rction  of  the  omiaion  being  that  it  Is  matter  of  direct  observation. 
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aat  triaBguIaris,  aat  qnadrata,  ant  alterins  figurn.  Atqne 
Becundum  natoram  yidetor  ut  masss  rerom  majores,  ad  conser- 
vationem  soi  et  Teriqrem  omonem,  se  congregent  in  globos. 
Decima  qnarta  quaestio  pertinet  ad  distantiam ;  Qua  sit  vera 
dutantia  alieujus  $telUB  in  profunda  caK  f  Nam  diBtantiiP  plane- 
tarum  tarn  ad  inyicem  quam  cum  stellis  fixis  laterales  aye'per 
ambitum  coeli  regontur  a  motibos  earum.  Qaemadmodam 
autem  saperius  de  magnitadlne  astrorum  diximnB^  si  exacts 
magnitude  et  plane  meneurata  baberi  non  poeait^  utendnm  esse 
magnitudine  comparata;  idem  de  distantiis  prascipimus;  ut  ^ 
exacte  capi  distantia  non  poseit  (exempli  gratia  a  terra  ad  Sa- 
tomum^  yel  ad  JoTem),  tamen  ponatur  in  certo  Satumum  esse 
Jove  sublimiorem.  Neque  enim  ejstema  cceli  quoad  interiua, 
scilicet  ordo  planetarum  quoad  altitudines^  omnino  sine  contio- 
versia  est,  neque  qute  nunc  obtinuerunt,  olim  credita  sunt. 
Atque  etiam  adhuc  lis  pendet  de  Mercuric  et  Yenere,  utra  sit 
sublimior.  Inyeniuntur  autem  distantiss  aut  ex  parallaxibus^ 
aut  ex  edipsibus,  aut  ex  rationibus  motuum^  aut  ex  apparentiis 
diversis  magnitudinum.  Etiam  alia  auxilia  huic  rei  compa- 
randa  sunt,  quae  humana  queat  industria  comminiscL  Praeterea 
crassitudines  sive  profunditates  sphaerarum  pertinent  etiam  ad 
distantias. 
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CuH  vero  tanta  reperiantur  undequaque  incommoda,  satis 
habendum  si  asseratur  quippiam  quod  minus  durum  sit  Con« 
stituemus  itaque  et  nos  Thema  Universi,  pro  modo  historian 
qu»  nobis  hactenus  cognita  est ;  omnia  Integra  servantes  judicio 
nostro,  postquam  historia  et  per  bistoriam  philosopbia  nostra 
inductiva  magis  adulta  sit.  Proponemus  autem  primo  quaedam 
de  materia  coelestium^  unde  motus  et  constructio  ipsorum  me- 
lius intelligi  possit ;  postea  de  motu  ipso  (quod  nunc  precipue 
agitur)  quiB  cogitata  et  visa  nobis  sunt  proferemus.  Yidetur 
itaque  natura  rerum  in  dispertitione  materise^  disdusisse  te- 
nuia  a  crassis ;  atque  globum  terras  crassis,  onmia  vero  ab  ipsa 
superficie  terras  et  aquarum  ad  ultima  cceli  usque  tenuibus 
sive  pneumaticis  assignasse ;  tanquam  geminis  rerum  dassibus 
primariis,  non  asquis  scilicet  sed  convenientibus  portionibus. 
Neque  yero  vel  aqua  in  nubibus  hasrens  vel  ventus  in  terra 
conclusus  naturalem  et  propriam  rerum  collocationem  con- 
fundit  Hasc  vero  differentia  tenuis  vel  pneumatici  et  crassi 
vel  tangibilis  omnino  primordialis  est^  et  ea  qua  nuudme  uti- 
tur  systema  universu  Sumpta  autem  est  ex  rerum  conditione 
omnium  simplicissima,  hoc  est  copia  et  paucitate  materias  pro 
ezporrectione  sua.  Pneumetica  vero  quas  hie  apud  nos  inveni- 
untur  (de  iis  loquimur  quas  simplicia  et  perfecta  existunt^  non 
composita  et  imperfecte  mista)  sunt  plane  ilia  duo  corpora  Aer 
et  Flamma.  Ea  Tero  ut  corpora  plane  heterogenea  ponenda 
sunt,  non  ut  vulgo  putatur,  quod  flamma  nil  aliud  sit  quam  aer 
incensus.  His  vero  respondent  in  superioribus  natura  ^therea 
et  Siderea,  sicut  et  inferioribus  Aqua  et  Oleum,  et  magis  in 
profundo  Mercurius  et  Sulphur,  et  generaliter  corpora  cruda  et 
pinguia,  vel  aliter  corpora  flammam  exhorrentia  et  concipientia 
(sales  vero  compositaB  natune  sunt  ex  partibus  crudis  simul  et 
inflammabilibus).'    Istao  yero  duas  magnas  rerum  fiunilias,  Aerea 

^  Salt  if  mentioned  here,  bectuie  Iferomy,  Sulpbor,  and  Salt  are  aooonUnf  to 
Faraoeltns  the  three  oonltltoent  prindpleft  of  aU  ittbetanccf.    Bacon  howe? er,  at  we 
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et  Flammea,  yidendum  quo  foedere  universi  partem  longe  maxi- 
main  occupaTerint,  et  quae  partes  habeant  in  systemate.  In 
aere  terr»  proximo  flamma  vivit  tantam  vitam  momentaneam, 
et  affatim  perit  Postqnam  autem  aer  cceperit  esse  ab  efflaviis 
terra  defaocatior  et  bene  attenuatus,  natura  flammm  per  yarios 
casus  tentat  et  experitur  in  aere  oonastere,  et  quandoque  ac- 
quint  durationem  nonnullam,  non  ex  successione  ut  apud  nos, 
sed  in  identitate;  quod  in  aliquibus  cometis  humilioribus  ad 
tempus  obtinet,  quae  sunt  medisB  fere  naturae  int^  flammam 
successivam  et  consistentem ;  non  tamen  fi^tur  aut  constat 
flammea  natura,  antequam  perventum  fuerit  ad  corpus  hsnm. 
Eo  loco  flamma  extinguibile  illud  deponit,  et  se  tuetur  utcun- 
que ;  sed  tamen  infirma  et  sine  yigore  est  ejusmodi  flamma,  et 
parum  habens  radiationis,  nee  propria  natura  vivida,  nee  a  con- 
traria  natura  admodum  excitata.  Etiam  integra  non  est,  sed  ex 
compositione  cum  substantia  a&therea  (qualis  ibi  inyenitur) 
maculosa  et  interpolata.  Neque  in  regione  Mercurii  admodum 
feliciter  collocata  est  flanmia,  cum  ex  coadunatione  sua  panrum 
tantummodo  planetam  conficere  potis  sit,  eumque  cum  magna 
et  perturbata  varietate  et  fluctu  motuum,  tanquam  ignem 
fatuum,  laborantem  et  conflictantem,  nee  se  a  solis  pnesidiis 
nisi  per  parva  spatia  disjungi  sustinentem.  Atque  postquam  ad 
regionem  Veneris  est  ventum,  incipit  roborari  flammea  natura 
et  ciarescere,  et  in  globum  bene  amplimi  congregari;  qui  tamen 
et  ipse  famulatur  soli,  et  longius  ab  eo  recedere  exborret  In 
Solis  autem  r^one  tanquam  in  solio  collocatur  flamma;  media 
inter  flammas  planetarum,  fortior  etiam  et  vibranlior  quam 
flammas  flxarum,  propter  majorem  antiperistasin  et  intensis- 
simam  unionem.  At  flamma  in  regione  Martis  etiam  robusta 
cernitur,  solis  vicinitatem  rutilatione  referens,  sed  jam  sui  juris, 
et  quas  per  integrum  coeli  diametrum  se  a  sole  disjungi  patiatur. 
In  regione  autem  Jovis  flamma  contentionem  paulatim  depo- 
nens,  magis  placida  yidetur  et  Candida,  non  tam  ex  natura  pro- 
pria (ut  Stella  Veneris,  quippe  ardentior),  sed  ex  natura  circum- 
fusa  minus  irritata  et  exasperata ;  in  qua  regione  verisimile  est, 
illud  quod  repent  GbJilaens,  ccelum  incipere  stellescere,  licet 


tee  in  the  BUtoria  Sw^urU,  Mtreurii  et  Sa2i»,  of  which  only  the  idltns  or  preftoe  b«s 
been  preserved,  reftiace  to  recognise  salt  as  a  co-ordinate  principk  with  tlM  other  two^ 
**  duo  ex  illis,  Solphturem  scilicet  et  Mercurlum  (sensu  nostro  aocepta)  censemns  esse 
naturas  admodum  primordlales  et  penltiaaimos  materia  schematismoa.  .  .  .  Quod  ?ero 
ad  Salem  attinet,  alia  res  est" 
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per  Stellas  parvitate  sua  inyisibilesJ  In  Saturni  autem  regione 
rurgus  natura  flamm®^  videtur  nonnihil  languescere  et  hebe- 
scere;  utpote  ^tasolis  auziliis  longius  remota,  et  a  coelo  stellato 
in  proximo  exhaasta.  Postremo  flammea  et  siderea  natura, 
»there»  natiuw  victrix,  ccelum  dat  stellatum,  ex  natura  tethe* 
rea  et  siderea  (quemadmodum  globus  terr»  ex  continenti  et 
aquis)  yarie  sparsis  conflatum,  versa  tamen  et  subacta  atque 
adeo  assimulata'  substantia  stherea,  ut  sidereao  sit  prorsus 
patiens  et  subserviens.  Itaque  tres  reperiuntur  a  terra  ad 
£wtigia  oceli  regiones  generales,  et  tria  tanquam  tabulata, 
quoad  naturam  flammeam.  Begio  extinctionis  flammae ;  regio 
coadunationis  flammsd;  et  regio  dispersionis  flammao.  Atque 
de  contiguo  et  continuo  argutari  in  corporibus  moUibus  et 
fluoribus,  plebeium  omnino  foret.  lUud  tamen  intelligendum, 
consuesse  naturam  ad  spatia  qusedam  per  gradus,  deinde  subito 
per  saltus  procedere^  atque  hujusmodi  processum  altemare; 
aliter  nulla  posset  fieri  fabricaj  si  per  gradus  insensibiles  per- 
petuo  procederetur.  Quantus  enim  saltus  (quoad  explicatio- 
nem  materia))  a  terra  et  aqua  ad  aerem  vel  maxime  crassum 
et  nebuloBum?  Atque  he^  tamen  natura  tarn  distantia  cor- 
pora loco  et  superfide  conjunguntur^  sine  medio  aut  intervallo. 
Nee  minor  saltus  (quoad  naturam  substantialem)  a  regione 
aeris  ad  regionem  lunie :  ingens  similiter  a  co&lo  lunis  ad  co&lum 
stellatum.  Itaque  si  quis  continuum  et  contiguum  acceperit 
non  ex  modo  nexus^  sed  ex  diversitate  corporum  connexorum, 
tres  illiB  ^  quas  diximus  regiones  in  limitibus  suis  pro  contiguis 
tantum  haberi  queant.  Jam  vero  videndum  liquido  et  per- 
spicuoj  hsBC  nostra  de  substantiis  systematis  theoria^  quas  et 
qualia  neget,  et  qu«B  et  qualia  affirmet^  ut  faoilius  teneri  Tel 
destrui  posait.  Negat  illud  Tulgatum^  Jlammam  esse  aerem  m- 
censum  ;  affirmando  corpora  ilia  duo  Aerem  et  Flammam  plane 
esse  beterogeneaj  instar  Aqu»  et  01ei«  Sulphuris  et  MerouriL 
Negat  vacuum  Ulud  eoacervatum  Gilberti  inter  globes  sparsos, 
sed  spatia  vel  aerea  vel  flanunea  natura  replerL  Negat  lunam 
esse  carpus  aqueum  vel  densum  vel  soKdum,  sed  ex  natura 
flammea  licet  lenta  et  enervi^  primum  scilicet  rudimentum  et 

'  [inviriln  In  the  origiDal  t  a  form  of  the  word  not  recognlied  by  FaccloUti»  but  com- 
mon, I  belieYe,  In  Teleaini.*/.  £]  This  reference  to  Jupiter'i  Mtellites  shows  that  the 
Z%§ma  GmH  was  written  after  the  publication  of  the  SydertM  Numeims, 

*  So  in  the  original :  the  true  reading  is  probably  flammea.  —  /.  S. 
'  So  in  the  original :  a  miBtakel  suppose  for  auinilata.  — ••/'.  S» 

*  »&slntheoriginaL— /.  S, 
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sedimentom  nltiiiram  flunmse  coelestis ;  cum  flamma  (seeondiim 
denBitatem))  non  miniiB  quam  aer  et  liqnorea^  iimameroe  led- 
piat  gradofl.  AflBrmat,  JUxmmam  vere  et  UbenUr  loeaiam  figi 
ei  anutare,  non  minna  qnam  aerem  Tel  aquam,  nee  esse  ran 
momentaneam  et  suecessiyam  tantum  in  mole  sua,  per  renoTa- 
tionem  et  alimentnm,  ut  hie  fit  apud  noe.  ASnasA^Jlammam 
habere  naturam  coitivam  pel  eongregativam  in  globas,  qaemad* 
modom  natura  terrea,  minime  similem  aeri  et  aquae,  qoas  oon- 
gregantor  in  orbibus  et  interstitiis  globomm,  sed  nusqnam 
in  globos  integros.  A£Snnat,  eandem  naiurean  fiammeam  at 
loeo  proprio  (id  est  ecdo  steUato)  epargi  ghmeratumAus  infinUis, 
ita  tamen  ut  non  ezuatur  dualitas  ilia,  etberis  et  sideris,  nee 
continuetur  flamma  in  empyreum  int^ruuL  Affinnat,  sutera 
veroi  flammoM  e$9e,  sed  actiones  flammaB  in  ecelestibus  neud- 
quam  trahendas  ad  actiones  flammm  nostne,  quarum  pleneque 
per  accidens  tantum  perfunguntur.  Affirmat,  atherem  inters 
steUarem  et  tidera  habere  rationee  ad  invicem  aeri$  et  Jlamnue^ 
$ed  subUmatoB  et  reetj/icaiai,  Atque  de  substantia  Thematb 
dive  Sjstematis  UniTersiy  hujusmodi  qusedam  occurrunt.  Nunc 
de  motibus  coelestium  dicendum^  cujus  gratia  haec  adduzimus. 
Consentaneum  videtur  ut  quies  non  toUatur  e  natura,  secundum 
aliquod  totum  (nam  de  particulis  nunc  non  est  sermo).  Hoc 
(missis  argutiis  dialecticis  et  mathematicis)  ex  eo  mazime  liquet, 
quod  inoitationes  et  celeritates  motuum  coelestium  remittant  ae 
per  gradus,  ut  desitnra  in  aliquod  immobile ;  et  quod  etiam 
ccdestia  participant  ex  quiete  secundum  polos ;  et  quod  si  tolla- 
tur  immobile,  dissolvitur  et  sparptur  systema.  Quod  si  sit 
coacervatio  qusedam  et  massa  naturss  immobilis,  non  videtur 
ulterius  qu»rendum,  quin  ea  sit  globus  terras.  Compactio  enim 
densa  et  arctata  materias  inducit  dispositionem  erga  motom 
torpescentem  et  aversam ;  quemadmodum  contra,  explicatio  laxa 
promptam  yel  habilem.  Neque  male  introducta  est  a  Telesio 
(qui  instaurayit  philosopbiam  Parmenidis  et  disputationes  in 
libro  deprimofrigido)  in  naturam,  non  certe  coessentialitas  et 
conjugatio  (quod  ille  vult),  sed  tamen  affinitas  et  conspiratio ; 
yidelicet  ex  altera  parte,  Calidi,  Lucidi,  Tenuis  et  Mobilis,  et  ex 
parte  opposita,  Frigidi,  Opaci,  Densi,  et  Immobilis;  ponendo 
sedem  primaB  conspirationis  in  codlo,  secundas  in  terra.  Quod 
si  ponatur  quies  et  immobile,  videtur  etiam  poni  debere  mains 
absque  termino  et  summe  mobile,  maxime  in  naturis  oppositis* 
Is  motus  est  fere  rotationis,  qualis  invenitur  in  genere  in  code- 
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Biibus.  Agitatio  enim  in  circulo  terminnm  non  habet^  et  videtor 
manare  ex  appetitu  corporis,  quod  moTet  solammodo  ut  moveat 
et  se  sequatur,  et  proprioe  petat  amplexus,  et  naturam  soam 
ezcitet,  eaque  fruatur,  et  propriam  operationem  ezerceat ;  cum 
contra,  latio  in  recta,  itineraria  videatur,  et  movere  ad  terminnm 
cesealionis  sive  quietis,  et  ut  aliquid  assequatur  et  dein  motum 
suum  deponat»  Itaque  de  motu  isto  rotationis,  qui  est  motus 
verus  et  perennis  et  coelestibus  vulgo  putatur  proprius,  viden- 
dum  quomodo  se  expediat,  et  quo  moderamine  se  incitet  et 
finenet,  et  qualia  omnino  patiatur.  Quae  dum  explicamus,  for- 
mositatem  illam  mathematicam  (ut  motus  reducantur  ad  circulos 
perfectos,  sive  eccentricos  sive  concentricos),  et  magniloquium 
illud  (quod  terra  sit  respectu  coeli  instar  puncti,  non  instar 
quanti),  et  complura  alia  astronbmorum  inventa  commentitia, 
ad  calculos  et  tabulas  relegabimus.  At  prime  motus  coelestium 
dividemus.  Alii  cosmici  sunt,  alii  ad  invicem,  Eos  dicimus  co- 
smicos,  quos  ooelestia  ex  consensu  non  coelestium  tantum,  sed 
uniyersitatis  rerum  nanciscuntur.  Eos  ad  inmceniy  in  quibus 
alia  corpora  coelestia  ex  aliis  pendent.  Atque  vera  et  neces- 
saria  est  ista  divisio.  Terra  itaque  stante  (id  enim  nunc  nobis 
videtur  verius)  S  manifestum  est  coelum  motu  diumo  circum- 
ferri,  cujus  motus  mensura  est  spatium  yiginti  quatuor  horarum 
vel  circiter:  consequentia  autem  ab  oriente  in  occidentem; 
conversio  super  puncta  certa  (quos  polos  Tocant)  australe 
et  boreale.  Etenim  non  jactantur  c<Bli  super  polos  mobiles, 
nee  rursus  alia  sunt  puncta  quam  quss  diximus.  Atque  hie 
motus  vere  yidetnr  cosmicus,  atque  ideo  unicus,  nisi  quatenus 
recipit  et  decrementa  et  declinationes ;  secundum  quis  decre- 
menta  et  declinationes  transverberat  motus  iste  imiversum 
rerum  mobilium,  et  permeat  a  coelo  stellate  usque  ad  viscera  et 
interiora  terras ;  non  raptu  aliquo  prehensivo  aut  vexativo,  sed 
consensu  perpetuo.  Atque  iste  motus  in  coelo  steUato  per- 
fectus  est  et  integer,  tam  mensura  justa  temporis  quam  restitu- 
tione  plena  loci*  Quanto  autem  deceditur  e  sublimi,  tanto  iste 
motus  imperfectior  est,  respectu  tarditatis,  et  respectu  etiam 


>  BacoD,  in  bis  later  wrltingi.  Faceted  more  decidedly  tban  in  this  passage  the  doe-, 
trine  of  the  earth's  motion.  Thns  in  the  Nov,  Org.  li.  46.,  it  is  said  that  Galileo's 
theory  of  the  tides  Is  founded  on  a  *«concessum  non  concessibUe,''  namely,  that  the* 
earth  mores  ;  and,  in  the  third  book  of  the  J9e  AmffmentU,  Bacon,  in  speaking  of  the 
cumbrous  machinery  of  the  Ptolemaic  system,  remarks,  *'harum  suppositloBum 
absorditas  in  motum  teme  dlumum  (quod  nobis  constat  fldilsslmum  tme),  homines 
impcgit." 
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abemtioius  a  mota  drcularL  Ac  primo  de  tirditate  dioendnm 
separatmi.  Affirmamiis  Saturnmn  motn  dinmo  tardias  mcnreri, 
qoam  ut  ciicmnferator  ant  restitaatiir  ad  idem  paDCtam  intra 
Tigintii  qoatuor  horaa^  sed  codmii  steDatom  indtaliiis  feni,  et 
pnBTeitere  Satamum  eo  excesBU,  qui  intra  tot  dies  qnot  annoa 
oonficiant  tripnta,  nnireno  coeli  ambitai  fespondeat  Similiter 
de  reLiqnia  planetis  dioendnm,  pro  diverritate  peiiodomm  cnjna- 
que  jdanete;  adeout  motna  dinmns  codi  8tellati(inipeapeiiodo, 
absque  respectu  ad  magnitudmem  drcnli)  sit  fere  per  boram 
nnam  velocior  quam  motns  dinmns  lnn».  Si  enim  Inna  enrsnm 
snnm  24  diebns  posset  ezpedire,  torn  ezcessns  illebone  integns 
foret.  Itaqne  motns  decantatus  adversUoHs  et  remientiaB  ab 
occidente  in  orientem,  qni  attribnitnr  planelas  tanqnam  pro- 
prius.  Terns  non  est,  sed  tantnm  per  apparentiam,  ex  prmsai^ 
none  cceli  stellati  occidentem  Tersns,  et  relictione  a  tergo  phne- 
tarum  Tersns  orientem.  Quo  poato,  manifestnm  est  velocitatem 
Istins  motns  eosmid,  ordine  non  pertuibato,  descendendo  de- 
crescere,  ut  quo  projnus  quique  pbmeta  appropnquet  ad  terram, 
eo  tardius  moveat ;  cum  recepta  opinio  ordinem  pertnrbet  etin- 
vertat ;  et  motum  proprium  tribnendo  pknetis,  in  illud  absnrdom 
incidat,  ut  planets,  quo  propinquiores  sint  ad  terram  (qns  est 
sedes  naturse  immobilis)  eo  velocins  moyeri  ponantnr,  id  quod  per 
remissionem  violentisB  primi  mobilis,  astronomi  ezcusare  nnga- 
tone  et  infeliciter  conantur.  Quod  si  cui  mimm  videatnr,  tui- 
tis  spatiis  quanta  sunt  a  codo  steUato  ad  Innam,  motum  istom 
tarn  parris  partibus,  minus  scilicet  bora  una,  qu«  est  motns  di- 
umi  pars  24%  decrescere :  succnrrit  illud,  quod  mngnli  planetas 
minores  circulos,  quo  terrsB  projnores  sint,  conficiant,  et  brevi- 
ore  ambitu  rotent;  ut  addito  decremento  magmtudinis  cixeoli 
ad  decrementum  temporis  sive  periodi,  motns  iste  insigniter 
decrescere  cematur.  Atque  bactenus  de  velodtate  seorsiin 
locuti  sumus,  perinde  ac  si  planets  (positi,  exempli  gratia,  sab 
sequinoctio,  aut  aliquo  ex  parallelis)  anteverterentur  tantnm  a 
coelo  stellate,  et  ab  inyicem,  sed  tamen  sub  eodem  illo  circnlo. 
Haec  enim  simplex  foret  relictio  absque  obliqnitate.  At  mar- 
nifestum  est,  planetas  non  solum  imparl  gradu  contendere,  sed 
nee  ad  idem  punctum  circuli  reverti,  verum  deflectere  versus 
austrum  et  boream,  cujus  deflexionis  limites  sunt  tropici ;  qns 
deflexio  nobis  Circulam  Obliquum,  et  Diversam  Politatem  ejus 
progenuit;  quemadmodiun  ilia  oeleritatis  inaeqnalitas  motum 
iUum  RenitentiflB.     Neqnc  vero   hoc  etiam  commento  nature 
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remm  opns  est,  cum  Tooipiendo  lineaB  sjarales  (id  quod  proxime 
accedit  ad  sensum  et  fiiotnm)  res  transigatur,  et  ista  salven- 
tur.  Atque  (quod  caput  rei  est)  spir®  istSB  nil  aliud  sunt 
quam  defectiones  a  motu  ciroulari  perfecto,  cujus  planet»  sunt 
impatientes*  Prout  enim  substanti®  degenerant  puritate^  et 
explicatione,  ita  degenerant  et  motus.  Evenit  autem^  quem- 
admodum  in  celeritate  sublimiores  planet»  feruntur  velocius^ 
humiliores  tardius^  ita  etiam  ut  sublimiores  planeto  propiores 
conficiant  spiras,  quadque  circulos.propius  referant;  humiliores 
vero,  spiras  magis  disjunotas  et  hiantes.  Deceditur  enim 
jierpetuo  descendendo  magis  ao  magis  et  a  flore  iUo  veloci- 
tatb  et  a  perfectione  motus  circidaris,  ordine  nusquam  per- 
turbata  In  eo  tamen  planetse  conspirant  (utpote  corpora 
multum  relinentia  natur®  communis^  licet  aliter  differen- 
tia) ut  habeant  eosdem  limites  deflexionis.^  Neque  enim 
Satumus  intra  tropicos  remeat,  neque  Luna  extra  Tropicos 
exspatiatur  (et  tamen  de  exspatiatione  stellie  Veneris  non 
negligendum  quod  ad  aliquibus  traditum  et  notatum  est),  sed 
universi  planetas,  sive  sublimiores  sive  humiliores,  postquam  ad 
tropicos  perventum  est  se  vertunt  et  retexunt,  perteesi  minoria 
spirse,  qualis  subeimda  foret  si  polls  magis  appropinquarent ; 
eamque  jacturam  motus,  veluti  destructionem  naturao  suib,  ex- 
horrentes.  Utcunque  enim  in  c<£lo  stellate  et  Stellas  prope 
polos  et  Stellas  circa  asquinoctium  ordines  et  stationes  suas 
servant,  alias  ab  aliis  in  ordinem  redactas,  simima  et  aequabili 
constantia ;  planetae  nihilominus  videntur  esse  hujusmodi  mix- 
tas  naturas,  ut  nee  breviorem  gyrum  omnino,  nee  ampliorem 
libenter  ferant.  Atque  ista  videntur  nobis  paulo  meliora  circa 
motus  ccelestes,  quam  raptus  et  motuum  repugnantia,  et  di- 
versa  politas  zodiaci,  et  inversus  ordo  celeritatis,  et  hujusmodi, 
quas  nuUo  mode  cum  natura  rerum  conveniimt,  licet  pacem 
qualem  qualem  colant  cum  calculis.  Neque  ista  non  viderunt 
astronomi  praestantiores ;  sed  arii  suae  intentij  et  circa  perfectos 
circulos  inepti,  et  subtilitates  captantes,  et  philosophiae  malum  * 
morigeri,  naturam  sequi  contempserunt.  Yerum  istud  sapien- 
tium  arbitrium  imperioeum  in  naturam,  est  ipsa  vulgi  simpli- 


>  It  appears  firoin  ibis  that  Bacoa  was  not  awaie  of  the  obUqultjr  to  the  ediptic  of 
all  the  planetary  orbits. 

*  M.  Boolllet  correcti  this  into  nuiZe,  remarking  "  vulgo  legitar  malum  quod  con- 
strui  nequit**  He  was  apparently  not  aware  that  mabtm  Is  used  adTerbially.  If  any 
change  were  made,  I  should  prefer  to  read  maUt, 
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ciUte  et  credulltftto  deterioB;  n  qois  manifesta,  quia  sunt 
manifeata,  faetidit.^  Et  tamen  ingens  est  iUad  malaniy  et  latia- 
sime  patet ;  ut  ingemum  hnmannTn,  cum  pur  rebuB  esse  non 
poesit,  Bupra  res  esse  malit.  Jam  vero  inquirezLdiun  utmin 
motus  iste  unicus  et  simplex,  in  circnlo  et  egm,  ab  oriente  in 
occideiitem,  super  polos  oertos  australem  et  borealen^  dednat 
et  terminetiir  cum  coelo,  an  etiam  deducatur  ad  infeiionu 
Neque  enim  liberum  erit  hujusmodi  placita  confingere  hie  in 
proximo,  qnalia  sopponunt  in  ooelestibas.  Itaque  si  in  his 
regionibus  quoque  reperiator  iUe  motus,  apparebit  etiam  in 
coelo  eum  talem  esse  secundum  natunun  communem  me  co- 
smicam,  qualem  nos  illam  experimur.  Primo  itaque  plane 
constat,  ilium  coeli  terminis  non  contineri.  Yerum  hnjnsoe 
rei  demonstrationes  et  evidentias  in  Aniicipatione  noatra  de 
Fluxu  et  Befluxu  Maris  plene  tractayimus ;  itaque  ad  illam 
homines  rejicimus;  et  hoc  velut  posito  et  ooncesso,  ad  reliquos 
motus  ccdestium  pei^mus.  Eos  autem  non  Cosmicoe,  sed  ad 
inyicem  esse  diximus,  Quatuor  sunt  genera  motuum  in  oo&- 
lestibus  visibilium,  prster  eum  quem  diximus  Cosmicum,  qui 
est  motus  diurnus  per  spiras  intra  tropicos.  Aut  enim  attol- 
luntur  stells  altius,  et  rursus  demittuntur  humilius,  ut  dnt 
longius  et  propius  a  terra :  aut  flectunt  se  et  sinuant  per  lati- 
tudinem  zodiaci,  excurreodo  magis  ad  austrum  aut  magis  ad 
boream,  atque  efficiendo  eos  quos  vocant  Dracones :  aut  inci- 
tatione  atque  etiam  consecutione  motus  (hiec  enim  duo  conjun- 
gimus)  variant,  gradiendo  aliquando  celerius,  aliquando  tardios, 
aliquando  in  progressu,  aliquando  in  regressu,  aliquando  etiam 
stando  et  morando ;  aut  ad  distantiam  aliquam  a  sole  magis 
aut  minus  alligantur  et  circumscribuntur.  Horum  causas  et 
naturas  reddemus  tantum  in  genere  et  per  capita;  id  enim  hoc 
loco  nostrum  postulat  institutum.  Yerum  ad  hoc  ut  yiam 
pnemuniamus  et  aperiamus,  dicendum  aperte  quid  sentiamua 
de  quibusdam  tam  placitis  philosophicis  quam  hypothesibus 
astronomicis,  et  de  observationibus  etiam  astronomorum  per 
varia  secula,  ex  quibus  artem  suam  instaurant;  qu»  omnia 
yidentur  nobis  esse  erroris  et  confusionis  plena.  Sunt  itaque 
axiomata  sive  potius  placita  nonnulla,  que  a  philosoplus  ac- 
cepta,  et  in  astronomiam  translata,  et  male  credita,  artem  cor^ 
ruperunt.     Simplex  autem  erit  rejectio  et  judicium  nostrum ; 

>  fuUdU  in  tlM  original:  flni  corrected,  I  belkft,,  Iqr  Bircb.^/.  & 
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neque  enim  tempuB  refatationibnB  terere  oonyenit.  Horum 
primum  est,  quod  omnia  supra  lunam  indusiye  sint  inoorrupti- 
bilia,  neque  novas  generationes  aut  mutationes  ullo  modo 
patiantur.  De  quo  alibi  dictum  est,  quod  sit  superstitio  et 
yaniloquium.  Yerum  ex  hoc  fonte  illud  ingens  malum,  quod 
ex  omni  aQ<»nalia  novas  atque  (ut  putant)  emendatas  confingant 
astronomi  theorias,  et  rebus  sspius  tanquam  fortuitis  applicant 
causas  etemas  et  invariabiles.  Secundum  est,  quod  coelo 
(cum  sit  scilicet  ex  essentia  quinta  et  minime  elementari)  non 
competant  actiones  illie  turbuIentsD,  compressionis,  relaxationisj 
repulsionis,  cessionis,  et  similium,  qute  videntur  progigni  a 
moUitia  quadam  corporum  et  duritia,  quis  habentur  pro  quali- 
tatibus  elementaribus.  Hsbc  vero  assertio  est  abnegatio  inso- 
lens  et  licenliosa  rerum  et  sensus.  Ubicunque  enim  corpus 
naturale  positum  sit,  ibi  est  antiiypia  quoque,  idque  pro  modo 
corporis.  Ubicunque  vero  corpora  naturalia  et  motus  localis, 
ibi  vel  repulsio,  vel  cessio,  vel  sectio;  hsec  enim  qu»  dicta 
sunt,  compresno,  relaxatio,  repulsio,  cessio,  cum  multis  aliis, 
sunt  passiones  materise  catholiciB  ubique  looorum.  Attamen 
ex  hoc  fonte  nobis  emanavit  ilia  multiplicatio  circulorum  per- 
plexorum  ad  libitum,  quos  tamen  volunt  ita  et  consignari  inter 
se,  et  alios  intra  alios  moveri  et  verti  tanto  lievore  et  lubri- 
citate,  ut  nulla  nihilominus  sit  impeditio,  nulla  fluctuatio;  qute 
omnia  phantastica  plane  sunt  et  rebus  insultant.  Tertium  est, 
quod  smgulis  corporibus  naturalibus  singuli  competant  motus 
proprii ;  et  si  plures  inveniantur  motus,  omnes,  excepto  uno,  sint 
aliunde,  et  ex  movente  aliquo  separato.  Quo  falsius  quicquid 
nee  excogitari  potest,  cum  universa  corpora  ex  multiplici  rerum 
consensu  motibus  etiam  pluribus  pnedita  sint,  aliis  dominan- 
tibus,  aliis  succumbentibus,  aliis  etiam  latentibus  nisi  provocen- 
tur;  proprii  autem  rerum  motus  nulli  sint  nisi  mensurs  exacted, 
et  modi  motuum  communium*  Atque  hinc  rursus  nobis  prodiit 
primum  mobile  separatum,  et  coeli  super  ccelos,  et  inaedificati-* 
ones  noviB  continenter,  ut  motuum  tarn  diversorum  pr»stationi^ 
bus  sufficere  possint  Quartum  est,  quod  omnes  motus  ccdestium 
dispensentur  per  circulos  perfectos ;  quod  onerosum  valde  est, 
et  portenta  iUa  ecoentricorum  et  epicyclorum  nobis  peperit; 
cum  tamen,  si  naturam  consuluissent,  motus  ordinatus  et  uni« 
formb  sit  circuli  perfect! ;  motus  vero  ordinatus,  sed  multi- 
formb,  qualis  invenitur  in  coelestibus  compluribus,  sit  aliarum 
linearum ;  meritoque  Gilbertus  h»c  deridet,  quod  non  verisi- 
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mile  rit  nataram  oonftnxiBse  rotas,  qu»,  exempB  gratia^  in 
circaito  contineant  milliare  niiiiin  aut  altemmy  ad  hoc  nt 
feratnr  pila  palmaris.^  Tantulfls  enim  magnitadiiiiB  videtar 
6886  oorpiu  planets  ad  608  qaos  ad  deferendum  iUud  fingant 
drcalo8.  Quintom  68t,  quod  stelhe  8int  partes  orbis  soi  tan* 
qnam  davo  fix«.  Hoc  vero  eyidentiasime  est  commentiun 
eorum  qui  mathemata,  non  natoram  tractant,  atqae  motmn 
corponim  tantum  Btnpide  intuentes,  substantiamm  omnino  ob- 
liviscuntur.  lata  enim  fizatio,  particularia  est  affectos  remm 
compactarum  et  consistentiom,  qus  firmas  habent  prehensiones 
ob  pressnras  partium.  Inopinabile  autem  prorsus  est  si  trans* 
feratnr  ad  mollia  vel  liquida.  Sextnm  est,  quod  stella  sit  den- 
sior  pars  orbis  sui ;  ill»  vero  neqne  partes  sunt,  neqne  den- 
acres.*  Non  enim  homogenea  sunt  cum  ethere,  et  gradu 
tantum,  sed  plane  heterogenea,  et  substantia  differunt;  atque 
ea  quoque  substantia  quoad  densitatem  rarior  est  et  magis 
explicata  quam  stherea.  Sunt  et  alia  complura  pladta  ejuadem 
▼anitatis ;  sed  h»c  ad  id  quod  a^tur  sufficient  Atque  hsc 
de  placitis  philosophise  circa  coelestia  dicta  sint  Quod  vero  ad 
hypotheses  astronomorum  attinet,  inutilis  fere  est  earum  redar- 
gutio,  qu8B  nee  ips«  pro  veris  assemntur,  et  possint  esse  yariae, 
et  inter  se  contrarise,  ut  tamen  phasnomena  sque  salvent  et 
concinnent  Itaque  sit  cautum,  si  placet,  inter  astronomiam 
et  philosophiam,  tanquam  fcedere  conyenienti  et  legitime,  ut 
scilicet  astronomia  pnehabeat  hypotheses  qute  maxime  expedit» 
sunt  ad  compendia  computandi,  philosophia  eas  qute  proxime 
accedunt  ad  veritatem  naturas ;  atque  ut  astronomiae  hypotheses 
rei  yeritati  non  prasjudicent,  et  philosophie  decreta  talia  sint, 
quflB  sint  super  phsenomena  astronomise  explicabilia.  Atque 
de  hypothesibus  ita  esto.  At  de  obseryationibus  astronomicis 
qusB  accumulantur  assidue,  quaeque  jugiter  a  c<£lo  tanquam 
aquae  scaturiunt,  illud  omnino  homines  monitos  yolumus ;  ne 
forte  de  illis  ycrum  sit  quod  eleganter  fingitur  de  musca  Jl^pi, 
quflB  sedens  super  temonem  currus  Olympici,  Quantum,  inquit, 
pulyerem  ego  excito?  Ita  obseryatio  aliqua  pusilla,  eaque 
quandoque  instrumento,  quandoque  oculo,  quandoque  calculo 
titubans,  quaeque  possit  esse  propter  yeram  aliquam  in  coelo 
mutationem,  noyos  coclos  et  noyas  sphaeras  et  circulos  excitat. 
Neque  haec  eo  dicimus,  quod  remitti  debeat  aliqua  induatria 

>  Pbytiologla  Nova,  it  11.  >  See  Ari»t  De  Ccdo,  it  7. 
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obeervationum  et  historiiB,  qtiam  omnibus  niodis  acuendam  et 
intendendam  eese  dicimuB^  eed  tantummodo  ut  adhibeatur  pru- 
dentia  et  somma  et  sedata  judicii  matoritas,  in  abjiciendis  ant 
matandie  hypotheaibiis.  Itaqne  patefacta  jam  via,  de  motibns 
ipflis  dioemus  pauca  et  in  genere.  Quatuor  antem  genera  esse 
diximus  motanm  majormn  in  coelestibus.  Motum  per  pro^ 
fundum  cceli  attollentem  et  demittentem;  moium  per  latitU" 
dinem  zodiaci  exspatiantem  ad  austrum  et  boream;  motum  per 
eaniequentiam  zodiaci,  citom^  tardum,  progresriyum,  retrogra- 
dom,  etatarium;  et  motum  ehngationis  a  sole.  Neque  objiciat 
qnispiam,  motom  ilium  secundum  latitudinis^  sive  draconum, 
potuisse  referri  ad  motum  ilium  magnum  cosmicum,  cum  sit 
indinatio  altemans  versus  austrum  et  boream^  quod  et  spine 
illiB  de  tropico  in  tropicum  similiter  stmt^  nisi  quod  ille  motus 
sit  tantum  spiralis,  iste  Tero  etiam  sinuosus'et  minoribus  multo 
intenrallis.  Neque  enim  hoc  noB  fugit  Sed  plane  non  sinit 
constans  et  perpetuus  motus  solis  in  ediptica  absque  latitudine 
et  draconibus,  qui  tamen  sol  oonmiunicat  cum  cseteris  planetis 
quoad  spiras  inter  tropicos,  nos  in  hac  opinione  versarL  Itaque 
alii  fontes  et  hujus  et  reliquorum  trium  motuum  qussrendi  sunt. 
Atque  hsec  sunt  ilia,  qute  circa  motus  codlestium  nobis  yiden- 
tur  minus  habere  inconunodi.  Yidendum  vero  quid  negent, 
et  quid  affirment.  Negant  terram  rotare.  Negant  eue  in 
codestihus  duos  motus  ab  oriente  in  oecidentem  alterum  ^ ;  atque 
affirmant  anteversionem  et  relictionem*  Negant  obliquum  cir^ 
culum  et  diversam  politatem  ejus ;  et  affirmant  spiras.  Negant 
primum  mobile  separatum  et  raptum:  et  affirmant  eonsensum 
cosmicum  tanquam  commune  vinculum  systematise  Affirmant 
motum  diumum  inveniri  non  in  coslo,  sed  et  in  aiere,  aquis, 
etiam  extimis  terrte,  quoad  verticitatem.  Affirmant  consecution 
nem  et  volubilitatem  illam  cosmicam  influidis,  esse  vertieitatem 
et  directionem  in  consistentibus,  usque  quo  perveniatur  ad  im-- 
mobile  sincerum,  Negant  steUas  figi  tanquam  nodos  in  tabula. 
N^ant  eccentricos,  epicycles,  et  hujusmodi  fabrieas  esse  rea^ 
les.  Affirmant  motum  magneticum  sive  congregativum  vigere  in 
astris,  ex  quo  ignis  ignem  evocat  et  attolUt  Affirmant  in  ccsUm 
planetarum  corpora  planetarum  velocius  moveri  et  rotare  quam 
reliquum  cali  ttbi  siti  sunt,  quod  utique  rotat,  sed  tardius. 
Affirmant  ex  ea  inaquaJUate  Jluctus  et  undas  et  reciprocaUcnes 

>  So  in  the  original.    Supply,  according  to  M.  BouUlet*i  luggMtioo,  aktrwm  ab 
occidentt  in  oritHtem,  —  /.  5. 
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mtherit  pkmeiarum,  aifme  ex  us  varias  mahts  edmcL  Affinrnuit 
neeesntatem  m  plametis  vohendi  cekrius  et  tardhu,  praut  loeeaitur 
in  ecdo  subBmiuM  aut  humilius,  idque  ex  eonse$uu  tauveni  Sed 
Bixnnl  affirmant  Utdhtm  presierTtahtraUi  incUaHoms  in  pUmetu  et 
majaris  et  minorU  eirculL  Affirmant  eolisequium  ex  natura  m- 
apiasa  in  igmbu$  infirmiaribuM  Veneris  et  Mercurn;  com  etiim 
inyent»  eint  a  Gralibeo  8tellul»  errantes  Jovis  aaacyly,  lata 
antem  noa  tanquam  in  limine  hiatoiis  natoralis  et  philoeqihie 
stantes  proepicimns,  qu»  quanto  quia  magia  ae  immenerit  in 
historiam  natoralem^  tanto  fortaase  probabit  magia.  Attunen 
testamur  iteram  noa  hie  teneri  nolle.  In  hia  enim,  ut  in  aliis, 
cerd  viiB  noatrsB  samoa^  certi  aedia  noatra  non  snmna.  Hcc 
vero  interfati  sumua,  ne  qnia  exiatimet  noa  Tadllatione  jndidi 
aut  inopia  affirmandi  negativaa  quseadonea  malle.  Itaqae 
tenebimus,  quemadmodum  coelestia  aolent  (quando  de  iia  senno 
alt),  mobilem  ^  oonatantiam. 


*  [<*  Dobilem  **  In  tiM  orlgtauJ.]    The  wiise  requtm  wtMbm^  nd  tlie 
whAUU  comtUmHa  it  I  think  quite  In  Bacon's  manner. 
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The  next  piece  is  not  properly  a  fragment,  being  complete 
in  itself.  It  is  one  of  the  many  drafts  of  that  great  '^  speech  of 
preparation  ^  which  Bacon  turned  into  so  many  different  shapes 
before  it  issued  finally  in  the  first  book  of  the  Novum  Organum, 
Of  the  rejected  forms  this  is  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  for 
weight,  condensation,  and  comprehensiveness.  It  was  first 
published  by  Gruter  in  1653,  who  places  it  among  the  Impe- 
tus  Philosophici;  and  though  the  typographical  arrangement 
makes  it  seem  to  be  connected  with  the  Tradendi  Modus  Ugi- 
timus  which  follows,  I  think  this  must  have  been  by  accident 
or  error.  It  exactly  answers  to  its  own  title,  which  contains 
nothing  that  should  lead  one  to  expect  a  sequel ;  while  on  the 
other  hand  there  is  nothing  in  the  TVadendi  Modus  legitimus 
which  seems  to  require  an  introduction. 

Considering  it  then  as  a  separate  piece,  there  seem  to  be  no 
data  for  determining  when  it  was  composed ;  though,  judging 
by  the  form  and  style,  I  am  myself  inclined  to  refer  it  to  the 
period  when  Bacon  thought  of  throwing  the  exposition  of  his 
argument  into  a  dramatic  form ;  the  rather  because  the  allu- 
sions to  the  ordinatiB  chartarum  sequeltB^  the  coordinationes, 
reordinationesy  chart<B  novett(B,  &c.  belong  to  the  days  of  tiie 
FUum  Labyrinthiy  when  he  was  more  occupied  in  perfecting 
and  explaining  his  method  than  in  taking  steps  for  collecting  a 
natural  history, —  not  having  then  perceived  so  fully  as  I  think 
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he  afterwards  did,  how  much  of  the  Labyrinth  must  be  ex- 
plored before  the  due  could  be  obtained  or  used. 

Both  this  piece  and  the  Apharismi  ei  dmsiUa  which  follow 
haye  been  printed  by  M.  Bouillet  as  parts  of  the  TemporU 
PartuM  MoMculus;  which  he  assumes  to  be  the  same  work  which 
Bacon  says  he  composed  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  under  the 
title  of  Temporis  Parhu  Maximtu.  Mj  reasons  for  disagreeing 
with  him  on  both  points  have  been  already  stated.^ 


See  abore,  f.  5S1^  and  ToL  1. 1».  104. 
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SENTENTI^  Xn. 


De  canditume  hominis. 


1.  Homo,  naturae  minister  et  interpres,  tantum  facit  aut  in- 
telligit,  quantum  de  naturae  ordine  re  vel  mente  observabit, 
ipse  interim  naturae  le^bus  obsessus. 

2.  Terminus  itaque  humanae  potentiae  ac  scientiae  in  dotibus 
quibus  ipse  praeditus  est  a  natura  ad  movendum  et  percipien- 
dum,  tum  etiam  in  statu  rerum  praesentiunu  Ultra  enim  has 
bases  ilia  instrumenta  non  proficiunt. 

3.  Dotes  bae  per  se  tenues  et  ineptae,  rite  tamen  et  ordine 
administratae  tantum  possunt,  ut  res  a  sensu  et  actu  remotissi- 
mas  judicio  et  usui  coram  sistant,  majoremque  et  operum  diffi* 
cultatem  et  scientiae  obscuritatem  superent,  quam  quis  adhuc 
optare  didicerit. 

4.  Una  Veritas,  una  interpretatio :  sensus  autem  obliquus, 
animus  alieniis,  res  importuna,  ipsum  tamen  interpretationis 
opus  magis  declinans  quam  difficile.^ 

De  impedimentis  interpretationis. 

5.  Quisquis  dubitationis  impos  et  asserendi  avidus  principia 
demum  statuet  probata  (ut  credit)  concessa  et  manifesta,  ad 
quorum  immotam  veritatem  caetera  ut  pugnantia  vel  obsecun- 
dantia  recipiet  vel  rejiciet,  is  res  cum  verbis,  rationem  cum 
insania,  mundum  cum  fabula  conunutabit,  interpretari  non 
poterit. 

6.  Qui  omnem  rerum  distinctionem,  quae  in  constitutis  vulgo 
speciebus  vel  etiam  inditis  nominibus  elucescit,  non  miscuerit, 
coniuderit,  et  in  massam  redegerit,  non  unitatem  naturae,  non 
legitimas  rerum  lineas  videbit,  non  interpretari  poterit. 

7.  Qui  primum  et  ante  alia  omnia  animi  motus  human! 
penitus  non  explorarit,  ibique  scientiae  meatus  et  errorum  se- 

>  Compare'  Cogiiata  ei  Visa  (supra,  p.  61 7.) :  Nutie  amtem  apparere  vkm  nam  aUqma 
mol4  aut  itrue  im/ferviam^  Bed  ab  hnmanis  ve$tigii»  deviam  etie.  —  /.  S. 
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dea,  aoennttiBome  deacriptms  non  habuerity  ia  omnia  liyrvata  et 
yelnd  incantata  reperiet,  farannm  ni  soWerit  inteipretari  n<Hi 
potent 

8.  Qui  in  renim  obviarom  et  oompoeitanun  canflis  exqniren- 
disy  Yclati  flainm»,  Bomnii,  febris,  Tersabitor,  nee  ee  ad  natoras 
simplices  conferet;  ad  iatas  prime  quae  populari  ratione  tales 
sunt,  deinde  etiam  ad  eas  qa«  arte  ad  yeriorem  nmplicitatem 
reductie  sunt  et  yeluti  sublimats;  is  fortasse^si  cstera  non 
peccaty  addet  inventis  qwedam  non  spemenda,  et  inyentis 
proxima.  Sed  nil  contra  majores  renim  seculaiitates^  mo- 
vebit,  nee  Interpres  dicendns  erit 

De  morSnu  interpreHi. 

9.  Qui  ad  interpretandom  accesserity  ita  se  comparet  et  oom- 
ponat  Sit  nee  noyitatisy  nee  consuetudinis  vel  antiquitatis  se- 
ctator,  nee  contradicendi  licentiam,  nee  authoritatis  serritntem 
amplectatar.  Non  affirmandi  sit  properus,  nee  in  dabitationon 
solutnSy  sed  nngula  gradu  quodam  probationis  insignita  proYe- 
hat.  Spes  ei  laboris,  non  otii  author  sit  Res  non  raritate, 
difficultate,  aut  laude,  sed  yeris  momentis  sestimet  Priyata 
negotia  personatus  ^  administret,  rerum  tamen  proyisus  subyene- 
rans.  Errorum  in  yeritates  et  yeritatum  in  errores  subingressus 
prudenter  adyertat,  nihil  eontemnens  aut  admirans.  Naturae 
sute  commoditates  norit  Natune  aliorum  morem  gerat^  cum 
nemo  lapidi  impingenti  suecenseat  Uno  yeluti  oculo  rerum 
naturas,  altero  humanos  usns  pererret  Yerborum  mixtam  na- 
turam,  et  juyamenti  et  nocumenti  inprimis  participem>  distincte 
sciat.  Artem  inyeniendi  cum  inyento  adolescere  statuat  Sit 
etiam  in  scientia  quam  adeptus  est  nee  occultanda  nee  pro- 
ferenda  yanus^  sed  ingenuus  et  prudens,  tradatque  inyenta  non 
ambitiose  aut  maligne,  sed  modo  primum  maxime  yiyaci  et 
yegeto,  id  est  ad  injurias  temporis  munitissmo^  et  ad  scientiam 

*  Poinilar  opinions,  or  snch  as  flourish  in  the  Maeuhun  or  world,  or  through  «ges 
Stfctc&i.  See  Votsius. 

*  That  is,  I  apprehend,  affecting  more  interest  in  them  than  he  feels.  Compare 
Cicero's  phrase,  "  Car  ego  personatus  ambulem  ?  '* —  Ep.  ad  AU.  zt.  1.  [Bather.  I 
should  think,  *<  speaking  to  people  in  their  own  language."  I  cannot  say  that  I 
clearlf  understand  the  sentence ;  but  I  think  it  must  refer  to  the  necessity  of  using 
popular  ideas  for  popular  purposes.  Compare  Redargutio  PkUoaoptuarmm  (supra, 
p.  662. ) :  ServaU  itaqut  Warn  aJteram  (i.  e.  the  popular  philosophy),  et  promt  comtmodmm 
voMs  erit  adkibete ;  atqus  aUier  cum  natwra  cliter  eum  populo  negcHamini.  Nrmo  enim 
est  qtd  fhu  mutto  quam  aliua  quit  intelHgit^  qtdn  ad  minuM  intdligentem  tanquam  per- 
sonatus sit,  «f<  se  exuat,  ahtri  det.  I  am  Inclined  to  think  that  there  should  be  a 
full  stop  after  adminiatrtt,  and  a  comma  after  gubvenerant,  — /.  &] 
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propagandam  fortiflamo,  deinde  ad  errores  pariendos  innocen- 
tisrimo^  et  ante  omnia,  qui  sibi  legitimnm  lectorem  seponat. 

De  officio  interpretis, 

10.  Ita  moratus  et  comparatus  interpres  ad  hunc  modum  pro- 
cedat.  Conditionem  hominis  reputabit,  impedimenta  interpre- 
tationis  removebit,  turn  ad  opus  accinctus  historiam  parabit  et 
ordinatas  chartarum  sequelas,  unaque  usus,  co-ordinationes,  oc- 
currentias  et  Bchedulas  instituet.  Berum  solitudinem  et  sui 
eimilitudinem  repraesentabit.  Quin  et  rerum  delectum  habebit, 
quseque  maxime  primitivae  sunt  vel  instantes,  id  est  vel  rerum 
aliarum  inventioni,  vel  humanis  necessitatibus  praecipue  con- 
ducunt,  prsBordinabit.  Instantiarum  etiam  prseeminentias  '  ob- 
servabit,  quad  ad  operis  compendium  plurimum  possunt.  At- 
que  ita  instructus  re-ordinationes  demum,  et  chartas  noTellas, 
ac  ipsam  interpretationem  facilem  jam  et  sponte  sequentem,  imo 
mente  fere  praereptam,  mature  et  feliciter  aggredietur  et  per- 
ficiet.  Quod  ubi  fecerit,  continuo  veros,  aetemos,  et  simpli- 
cisaimos  naturae  motus,  ex  quorum  ordinato  et  calculatissimo 
progressu  infinita  hadc  tum  praesentis  tum  omnia  aevi  varietas 
emergit,  pura  et  nativa  luce  yidebit  et  numerabit  Interimque 
ab  initio  operis  humanis  rebus  multa  et  incognita,  veluli  foenus, 
assidue  recipere  non  omittet  Sed  hinc  denuo  totus  in  hu- 
manos  usus  rerumque  pradsentium  statum  conversus  et  inten- 
tus,  omnia  diversa  via  et  ad  actionem  ordinabit  et  dispone!. 
Naturis  secretissimis  alias  declaratorias,  et  absentissimis  alias 
superinductorias  assignabit  Et  deinde  tandem  veluti  altera 
natura  plerumquitates  condet,  quarum  errores  pro  monstrb 
sint,  salva  etiam  tamen  sibi  artis  pradrogativa. 

De  provisu  rerum. 

11.  Tu  autem  spe  et  studio  languidis  haec  hauris  (fili)  mira- 
risque  si  tanta  supersit  operum  fructuosissimorum  et  prorsus 
incognitorum  ubertas,  ea  non  antehac,  aut  jam  subito  esse  in- 
Tenta;  mmul  etiam  cujusmodi  easint,  nominatim  requiris,  visque 
tibi  aut  immortalitatem,  aut  indolentiam,  aut  Toluptatem  trans- 
portantem  promitti.  Yerum  tu  tibi  largire  (fili)  spemque  ex 
scientia  aucupabere,  ut  ex  ignorantia  desperationem  cepistL' 

'  To  thew  Bftcon  afterwards  gave  the  name  of  Prerogatlva. 
*  coepifte*  In  the  original.  —  /.  S. 
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An  etiam  arte  adoptandam  est  opus?  At  dubitationi  toae 
quoad  licet  satisfaciam,  moremque  tibi  gerain.  Quod  hxc 
subito  nota  sint^  nil  mirum^  fili.  Scientia  celeris,  tempus  tardi 
partus  est.  Etiam  nobilia  quae  ante  hsec  inventa  sunt,  non 
luce  prions  cognitionis  sensim,  sed  casu  (ut  loquuntur)  affiitim 
inventa  sunt  In  mechanicis  autem  est  quiedam  rei  jam  inventai 
eztensio,  sed  novse  inventionis  nomen  non  meretur.  Non  Ion- 
gum  (fili)  sed  ambiguum  est  iter.  Quod  autem  bee  non  ante 
hoc  tempus  in  conspectum  se  dedisse  ais  S  an  tibi  compertum  est 
quantum  omni  antiquitati,  vel  omnibus  in  regionibus^  vel  etiam 
ungulis  hominibus  innotuerit?  Sed  fere  assentior  tibi  (fili) 
teque  altius  manu  ducam.  Non  dubitas  quin  si  homines  non 
forent,  multa  eorum  quse  arte  (ut  loquuntur)  facta  sunt,  defu- 
tura  fuissent,  ut  statuam  marmoream,  stragulam  yestem.  Age 
vero,  et  homines  an  non  habent  et  ipsi  suos  motus  quibufl  ob- 
temperant?  Sane  (fili)  magis  subtiles,  et  difficilius  a  scientia 
comprehensos,  sed  aeque  certos.  Profecto,  inquies^  homines 
voluntati  parent.  Audio,  sed  hoc  nihil  est  Qualis  causa  est 
fortuna  in  universo,  talis  est  voluntas  in  homine.^  Si  quid  er- 
go nee  sine  homine  producitur,  et  jacet  etiam  extra  hominis  vias, 
an  non  nihilo  equale  est?  Homo  etiam  in  qusedam  veluti  oc- 
currentia  impingit^  alia  fine  prseviso  et  mediis  cognitis  exequi- 
tur.  Mediorum  tamen  notitiam  ex  obviis  sumit  Quo  igitur 
in  numero  reponentur  ea>  qu»  nee  efiectum  obvium,  nee  opera- 
tionis  modum  et  lucem  ex  obviis  sortiuntur.  Talia  opera  £p{' 
stemides  vocantur,  id  est  scientise  filise>  qusenon  alias  in  actum 
veniunt  quam  per  scientiam  et  interpretationem  meram,  cum 
nihil  obvii  contineant  Inter  base  autem  et  obvia  quot  gradus 
numerari  putas?  Tene  (fili)  et  obsigna. 

12.  Postremo  loco  tibi  consulo  (fili)  quod  facto  imprimis  opus 
est^  hoc  est^  ut  mente  illuminata  et  sobria  interpretationem  re- 
rum  divinarum  et  naturalium  distinguas^  neve  has~  uUo  modo 
inter  se  committi  patiare.  Satis  erratum  est  in  hoc  genere- 
Nihil  hie  nisi  per  rerum  inter  se  similitudines  addiscitur.  Quae 
licet  dissimillimae  videantur^  premunt  tamen  similitudinem  ger- 
manam  interpreti  notam.  Deus  autem  sibi  '  tantum  similis  est 
absque  tropo.  Quare  nullam  ad  ejus  cognitionem  hinc  lucis 
sufficientiam  expecta.     Da  fidei,  qua;  fidei  sunt. 

*  aio  in  the  original.  — J.  S. 

«  Fortune  is  spoken  of  in  the  Nov.  Org.  (I.  60.)  as  nomen  rei  qii©  non  est. 

»  tibi  In  the  original.  —  J.  S. 
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The  fragment  which  follows  stands  in  Gruter's  volume  (in 
which  it  first  appeared)  immediately  before  the  SententuB  XIL  ; 
but  there  is  evidently  no  connexion  between  the  two^  and  I 
conclude  that  this  was  the  later  written  from  its  nearer  resem- 
blance to  the  Novum  Organum  in  those  passages  which  occur  in 
all  three,  and  can  be  compared. 

When  it  was  written  is  another  question,  and  one  on  which  I 
can  offer  no  opinion.  A  memorandum  in  the  Commentaritu 
Solutus,  26.  July,  1608,— "The  finishing  of  the  Aphorisms, 
Clavis  Interpretationis,  and  then  setting  forth  of  the  book," 
— refers  no  doubt  to  some  paper  of  the  kind ;  some  early  rudi- 
ment of  the  Novum  Organum  ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  whe- 
ther the  Aphorisms  alluded  to  are  these  or  not.  The  note 
at  the  end,  reliqua  non  erant  perfectay  implying  that  the  paper 
had  been  laid  by  in  its  unfinished  state,  makes  the  memoran- 
dum particularly  applicable  to  them.  The  notes  to  this  are 
Mr.  Ellis's. 

J.  S. 
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H0MO9  natuisd  minister  et  interprea^  tantum  facit  et  intelligit^ 
quantum  de  ordine  naturae  opere  vel  mente  observayerit ;  nee 
amplius  novit  aut  potest' 

Manus  hominia  nuda^  quantumvis  robusta  et  eonstans,  ad 
opera  pauca  et  facile  sequentia  sufficit:  eadem  ope  instrumen- 
tormn,  multa  et  reluctantia  Yincit.     Similis  est  et  mentis  ratio. 

Instrumenta  manus,  motum  aut  cient  aut  regunt :  et  instru- 
menta  mentis,  intellectoi  aut  snggerunt  aut  cavent^ 

Super  datam  materia  basim  naturam  quamvis  imponere,  intra 
terminos  possibiles  \  intentio  est  human»  potentise*  Similiter 
dati  effectus  in  quoyis  subjecto  causaa  nosse,  intentio  est  humanse 
sciential :  quad  intentiones  in  idem  coincidunt.  Nam  quod  in 
contemplatione  instar  causae  est,  in  operatione  instar  medii  est.^ 

Qui  causam  alicujus  naturae,  yeluti  albedinis  aut  caloris,  in 
certis  tantum  subjectis  noyit,  ejus  scientia  imperfecta  est*  Et 
qui  effectum  super  certam  tantum  materiam  ex  iis  quae  sunt 
susceptibiles  inducere  potest,  ejus  potentia  pariter  est  imper- 
fecta.* 

Qui  causas  naturae  alicujus  in  aliquibus  subjectis  tantum  noyit^ 
is  efficientem  aut  materiatam  causam  noyit,  quae  causae  fluzae 
sunt,  et  nihil  aliud  quam  yehicula,  et  causae  formam  deferentea. 
Qui  autem  unitatem  naturae  in  materiis  diseimiUimia  compre- 
hendit,  is  formas  rerum  noyit. 

Qui  efficientes  et  materiatas  causas  noyit,  is  jampridem  in* 
yenta  componit  aut  diyidit,  aut  transfert  aut  producit ;  etiam  ad 

»  Nov.  Org.  L  1.  »  lb.  I.  2. 

*  So  in  the  original.  PotiMU  is  the  leMling  in  other  places  where  the  expi^ession 
occurs,  and  probably  the  troc  reading  here.  —  /.  S, 

*  lb.  it.  1.  and  L  3. 

*  lb.  iL  3.  to  which  correspond  also  the  next  four  aphorisms. 
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nova  inyenta  in  materia  aliquatenus  rimlli  et  pnepamta  per- 
tingit :  terminoe  rerum  altius  fixos  non  mo  vet 

Qni  formas  novit,  is  quae  adhuc  facta  non  sunt,  quaiia  nee 
naturae  vicissitudines  nee  ezperimentales  induetriie  unquam  in 
actum  produzissent,  neque  cogitationem  humanam  subitura 
fiiissenty  detegit  et  educit 

Eadem  est  veritatiB  et  potestatis  via  et  perfectio:  haBC  ipsa,  ut 
formae  rerum  inveniantur:  ex  quarum  notitia  sequitur  contem- 
platio  vera  et  operatio  libera. 

Formarum  iaventio  simplex  est  et  unica,  quao  procedit  per 
naturarum  exclusionem  sive  rejectionem.  Omnes  enim  natune, 
que  aut  data  natura  praesente  absunt,  aut  data  natura  absente 
adsuntj  ex  forma  non  sunt ;  atque  post  rejectionem  aut  nega* 
tionem  completam^  manet  forma  et  affirmatio.  Exempli  gratia, 
si  caloris  formam  inquiras,  et  aquam  calentem  invenias  nee 
lucidam,  rejice  lumen :  si  aerem  tenuem  invenias,  nee  calidum, 
rejice  tenuitatem.  Hoc  breve  dictu  est;  sed  longo  circuitu  ad 
hoc  pervemtur.' 

Prolatio  verborum  contemplativa  aut  operativa  re  non  dif- 
ferunt  Cum  enim  hoc  dicis.  Lumen  non  est  ex  forma  caloris ; 
idem  est  ac  si  dicas,  In  calore  producendo  non  necesse  est  ut 
etiam  lumen  producas.' 


Beliqua  nan  erant  perfecta. 

Neque  hsec  numine  nostro  eunt.  Tu,  Pater,  conversus  ad 
opera  quse  fecerunt  manus  tuas,  vidisti  quod  omnia  essent  bona 
valde :  homo  autem  conversus.  ad  opera  quaa  fecerunt  manus 
suas,  vidit  quod  omnia  essent  vanitas  et  vexatio  spiritus.  Itaque 
si  in  operibus  tnis  sudabimus,  facies  nos  gratulationis  tuas  et 
sabbati  tui  participes.  Supplices  rogamus  ut  haec  mens  nobis 
constet;  atque  ut  per  manus  nostras  familia  humana  novis 
eleemosynis  tuis  dotetur.  Haec  aetemo  amori  tuo  commendamus, 
per  Jesum  nostrum,  Christum  tuum,  nobiscum  Deum.' 


»  Nov.  Org.  11.  16.  «  lb.  iL  17. 

'  Compare  the  prayer  wiUi  which  the  DtstribuHc  Operii  concludes. 
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The  following  pieces  were  first  published  by  Tenison  in  1679, 
in  a  single  volume  entitled  "  Baconiana,  or  certain  genuine  Be- 
mains  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon  Baron  of  Verulam  and  Viscount  of 
St.  Alban's;  in  arguments  Civil,  Moral,  Natural,  Medical, 
Theological,  and  Bibliographical ;  now  for  the  first  time  faith- 
fully published ; "  with  an  introduction  professing  to  give  "  an 
account  of  all  the  Lord  Bacon's  works." 

Tenison  was  intimate  at  college  with  William  Rawley  the 
Doctor's  son,  and  afterwards  with  John  Rawley  his  executor. 
Through  them  he  had  access  to  the  Bacon  manuscripts  which 
had  been  left  in  the  Doctor's  hands,  and  may  therefore  be  con- 
sidered as  an  original  authority  in  the  matter.  He  was  not  a 
man  of  much  sagacity  or  intellectual  vigour ;  and  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  he  sometimes  took  leave  to  alter  the  text  a  little, 
when  it  contained  expressions  which  he  thought  undignified. 
But  he  was  a  great  venerator  of  Bacon,  and  upon  the  whole 
a  careful,  conscientious,  and  scholar-like  editor.  He  assures  us 
that  he  has  printed  nothing  as  Bacon's  which  he  did  not  find 
either  written  in  his  own  hand  or  transcribed  by  Dr.  Rawley ; 
and  though  some  of  the  manuscripts  appear  to  have  been  in 
a  condition  which  required  more  judgment  in  the  decipherer 
than  he  could  perhaps  be  trusted  for  (for  he  compares  his  la- 
bour in  extracting  the  sense  to  that  of  reducing  mercury  to  its 
proper  form  after  its  divers  shapes  and  transmutations),  yet, 
with  some  little  allowance  on  that  account,  they  may  be  all 
accepted  as  authentic. 

Those  which  he  has  collected  under  the  respective  titles  of 
Physiological  and  Medical  Remains  (the  Abecedarium  Natures 
excepted,  which  has  been  printed  already)  may  be  considered 
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as  loose  notes  or  memoranda  connected  with  the  collection  of 
Natural  History ;  and  as  there  are  no  means  of  guessing  when 
they  were  written,  this  seems  the  fittest  place  for  them.  Being 
merely  the  remains  of  the  collection  firom  which  Bawley  had 
already  selected  all  that  he  thought  worth  publishing,  they  are 
of  littie  value,  and  little  need  be  said  about  them. 

They  are  all  in  Bacon's  own  English ;  except  the  latter  por- 
tion of  the  catalogue  of  bodies  attractive  and  nonrattractive, 
which  appears  to  have  been  written  by  him  in  Latin.  Of  the 
second — articles  of  questions  touching  minerals — a  Latin  trans- 
lation by  Rawley  had  been  published  in  the  Opuscula  PhihH 
sophieay  which  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  reprint  The 
English  original  from  which  Tenison  took  it  was  one  of  three 
(he  tells  us) ;  and  the  words  "  This  is  the  clean  copy  **  were 
written  on  the  back  of  it  in  Bacon's  own  hand.  These  ques- 
tions are  not,  I  think,  to  be  classed  among  the  Topicm  inquisi* 
tionis  which  Bacon  speaks  of  at  the  end  of  the  Parasceve;  they 
are  not  directions  for  the  collection  of  a  natural  history  of  mi- 
nerals qu4B  sit  in  ordme  ad  eondendam  philosophiam,  but  merely 
questions  with  a  view  to  obtain  better  and  cheai>er  manufiu> 
tores.  They  were  referred  to  one  Dr.  Meverel,  a  chemist  of 
that  day,  whose  answers  Tenison  has  printed  along  with  thenu 
These  answers,  as  they  may  perhaps  throw  some  light  upon 
the  state  of  chemical  science  in  Bacon's  time,  I  have  appended 
as  notes. 

The  experiments  about  weight  in  air  and  water  have  some  in- 
terest in  connexion  with  Bacon's  method  of  determining  specific 
gravities,  as  explained  in  the  Historia  Densi  et  Rari;  concern- 
ing which  Mr.  Ellis  has  contributed  a  valuable  note. 

Among  the  Physiological  Bemiuns,  Tenison  has  inserted  a 
speech  touching  the  recovering  of  drowned  mineral  worksy  fathered 
upon  Bacon  by  Edward  Bushel,  a  great  projector  of  such  things, 
who  in  his  early  youth  had  been  in  Bacon's  service.  His  story 
is  that  this  speech  was  prepared  by  Bacon  for  the  Parliament 
of  1621.  But  Tenison  evidently  did  not  believe  it  to  be  ge- 
nuine ;  and  it  is  in  fact  so  manifest  a  fabrication  that  I  have 
not  admitted  it  at  all  into  this  edition.  It  is  obviously  a  mere 
puff  of  some  project  of  Bushel's  own. 

The  other  pieces  sufficientiy  explain  themselves. 

J.  S. 
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INQUISITIONS 

Toccanfo 

.THE    COMPOUNDING    OF    METALS, 

BY 

SIR  FRANCIS  BACON,  BARON  OP  VERULAM.* 


To  make  proof  of  the  incorporation  of  iron  with  flinty  or  other 
stone.  For  if  it  can  be  incorporated  without  over-great  charge, 
or  other  incommoditjy  the  cheapness  of  the  flint  or  stone  doth 
make  the  compound  stuff  profitable  for  divers  uses.  The 
doubts  may  be  three  in  number. 

FvTMt ;  Whether  they  will  incorporate  at  all,  otherwise  than 
to  a  body  that  will  not  hold  well  together,  but  become  brittle 
and  uneven  ? 

Secondly;  Although  it  should  incorporate  well,  yet  whe- 
ther the  stuff  will  not  be  so  stubborn  as  it  will  not  work  well 
with  a  hammer,  whereby  the  charge  in  working  will  overthrow 
the  cheapness  of  the  material  ? 

Thirdly ;  Whether  they  will  incorporate,  except  the  iron 
and  stone  be  first  calcined  into  powder?  And  if  not.  Whether 
the  charge  of  the  calcination  will  not  eat  out  the  cheapness  of 
the  material? 

The  rises  are  most  probable  to  be ;  First  for  the  implements 
of  the  kitchen ;  as  spits,  ranges,  cobirons,  pots,  &c.  then  for 
the  wars,  as  ordnance,  portcullises,  grates,  chains,  &c. 

Note;  the  finer  works  of  iron  are  not  so  probable  to  be 
served  with  such  a  stuff;  as  locks,  clocks,,  small  chains,  &c, 
because  the  stuff  is  not  like  to  be  tough  enough. 

For  the  better  use  in  comparison  of  iron,  it  is  like  the  stuff 
will  be  far  lighter :  for  the  weight  of  iron  to  flint  is  double  and 

*  BaconUna,  p.  92. 
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a  third  part ;  and,  secondly,  it  is  like  to  rust  not  so  easily^  bat 
to  be  mare  clean. 

The  ways  of  trial  are  two.  FirBt,  by  the  iron  and  stone 
of  themselvesy  wherein  it  'must  be  inquired,  what  are  the 
stones  that  do  easiliest  melt.  Secondly,  with  an  additament, 
wherein  brimstone  is  approved  to  help  to  the  melting  of  iron 
or  steeL  But  then  it  must  be  considered,  whether  the  charge 
of  the  additament  will  not  destroy  the  profit 

It  must  be  known  also  what  proportion  of  the  stone  the 
iron  will  receive  to  incorporate  well  with  it,  and  that  with  once 
melting ;  for  if  either  the  proportion  be  too  snudl,  or  that  it 
cannot  be  received,  but  piece-meal  by  several  meltings,  the 
work  cannot  be  of  value. 

To  make  proof  of  the  incorporating  of  iron  and  brass*  For 
the  cheapness  of  the  iron  in  comparison  of  the  bras^  if  the 
uses  may  be  served,  doth  promise  profit  The  doubt  will  be 
touching  their  incorporating ;  for  that  it  is  approved  that  iron 
will  not  incorporate  neither  with  brass  nor  other  metals  of 
itself  by  simple  fire :  so  as  the  inquiry  must  be  upon  the  cal- 
cination, and  the  additament,  and  the  charge  of  them. 

The  iLses  will  be  for  such  things  as  are  now  made  of  brass, 
and  might  be  as  well  served  by  the  compound  stufi*;  wherein 
the  doubts  will  be  chiefly  of  the  toughness  and  of  the  beauty. 

First;  therefore,  if  brass  ordnance  could  be  made  of  the 
compound  stuff,  in  respect  of  the  cheapness  of  the  iron,  it 
would  be  of  great  use. 

The  vantage  which  brass  ordnance  hath  over  iron,  is  chiefly, 
as  I  suppose,  because  it  will  hold  the  blow,  though  it  be 
driven  far  thinner  than  the  iron  can  be ;  whereby  it  saveth 
both  in  the  quantity  of  the  material,  and  in  the  charge  and 
commodity  of  mounting  and  carriage,  in  regard  by  reason 
of  the  thinness  it  beareth  much  less  weight :  there  may  be  also 
somewhat  in  being  not  so  easily  overheated. 

Secondly  ;  For  the  beauty  ;  those  things  wherein  the  beauty 
or  lustre  are  esteemed,  are  andirons,  and  all  manner  of  images, 
and  statues,  and  columns,  and  tombs,  and  the  like.  So  as  the 
doubt  will  be  double  for  the  beauty;  the  one,  whether  the 
colour  will  please  so  well,  because  it  will  not  be  so  like  gold  as 
brass  ?  the  other,  whether  it  will  polish  so  well  ?  Wherein 
for  the  latter  it  is  probable  it  will ;  for  steel  glosses  are  more 
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resplendent  than  the  like  plates  of  brass  would  be;  and  so 
il  the  glittering  of  a  blade.  And  besides,  I  take  it,  andiron 
brass,  which  thej  call  white  brass,  hath  some  mixture  of  tin  to 
help  the  lustre.  And  for  the  golden  colour,  it  may  be  by  some 
small  mixture  of  orpiment,  such  as  they  use  to  brass  in  the 
yellow  alchemy,  it  will  easily  recover  that  which  the  iron  loseth. 
Of  this  the  eye  must  be  the  judge  upon  proof  made. 

But  now  for  pans,  pots,  curfews,  counters,  and  the  like ; 
the  beauty  will  not  be  so  much  respected,  so  as  the  compoimd 
stuff  is  like  to  pass. 

For  the  better  use  of  the  compound  stuff,  it  will  be  sweeter 
and  cleaner  than  brass  alone,  which  yieldeth  a  smell  or  soili- 
ness,  and  therefore  may  be  better  for  the  vessels  of  the 
kitchen  and  brewing.  It  will  also  be  harder  than  brass,  where 
hardness  may  be  required. 

For  the  trial,  the  doubU  will  be  two :  Firsty  the  over-weight 
of  brass  towards  iron,  which  will  make  iron  float  on  the 
top  in  the  melting.  This  perhaps  will  be  holpen  with  the 
calaminar  stone,  which  consenteth  so  well  with  brass,  and,  as  I 
take  it,  is  lighter  than  iron.  The  other  doubt  will  be  the  stiff- 
ness and  dryness  of  iron  to  melt ;  which  must  be  holpen  either 
hj  moisteninff  the  iron,  or  opening  it  For  the  Jirsty  ^rhnps 
some  mixture  of  lead  will  help ;  which  is  as  much  more 
liquid  than  brass,  as  iron  is  less  liquid.  The  opening  may  be 
holpen  by  some  mixture  of  sulphur:  so  as  the  trials  would  be 
with  brass,  iron,  calaminar  stone,  and  sulphur ;  and  then  again 
with  the  same  composition,  and  an  addition  of  some  lead ;  and 
in  all  this  the  chaise  must  be  considered,  whether  it  eat  not 
out  the  profit  of  the  cheapness  of  iron. 

There  be  two  proofs  to  be  made  of  incorporation  of  metals 
for  magnificence  and  delicacy.  The  one  for  the  eye,  and  the 
other  for  the  ear.  Statua  metal,  and  bell  metal,  and  trumpet 
metal,  and  string  metal ;  in  all  these,  though  the  mixture  of 
brass  or  copper  should  be  dearer  than  the  brass  itself,  yet  the 
pleasure  will  advance  the  price  to  profit. 

First  therefore,  for  statua-metal,  see  Pliny^s  mixtures,  which 
are  almost  forgotten,  and  consider  the  charge. 

Try  likewise  the  mixture  of  tin  in  large  proportion  with 
copper,  and  observe  the  colour  and  beauty,  it  being  polished* 

VOL.  III.  3  F 
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But  chiefly  let  proc^  be  made  of  the  inccnrporating  of  copper  or 
brass  widi  glaes-metal,  for  that  is  cheap,  and  10  like  to  adi 
a  great  glory  and  shining. 

For  beU-metdL  Firsts  it  is  to  be  known  what  is  the  com* 
position  which  b  now  in  use.  Secondly ^  it  is  probable  that  it 
is  the  dryness  of  the  metal  that  doth  help  the  cleamefls  of  the 
sound,  and  the  moistness  that  dulleth  it;  and  therefore  the 
mixtures  that  are  probable,  are  sted,  tin,  glass-metaL 

For  string-metal,  or  trumpet-metal,  it  is  the  same  reason; 
save  that  glass-metal  may  not  be  used,  because  it  will  make  it 
too  brittle ;  and  trial  may  be  made  with  mixture  of  silver,  it 
being  but  a  delicacy,  with  iron  or  brass. 

To  maJie  proof  of  the  incorporation  of  silver  and  tin  in  equal 
quantity,  or  with  two  parts  silver  and  one  part  tin,  and  to  ob- 
serve whether  it  be  of  equal  beauty  and  lustre  with  pure  silver ; 
and  also  whether  it  yield  no  soiliness  more  than  silver  ?  And 
agiun,  whether  it  will  endure  the  ordinary  fire,  which  be- 
longeth  to  chafing-dishes,  posnets,  and  such  other  silver  vessels  ? 
And  if  it  do  not  endure  the  fire,  yet  whether  by  some  mixture 
of  iron  it  may  not  be  made  more  fixt  ?  For  if  it  be  in  beaaty 
and  all  the  uses  aforesaid  equal  to  silver,  it  were  a  tlung  of 
singular  profit  to  the  state,  and  to  all  particular  persons,  to 
change  silver  plate  or  vessel  into  the  oompoimd  stuff,  being  a 
kind  of  silver  electre,  and  to  turn  the  rest  into  coin.  It  may  be 
also  questioned,  whether  the  compound  stuff  will  receive  gild- 
ing as  well  as  silver,  and  with  equal  lustre  ?  It  is  to  be  noted, 
that  the  common  allay  of  silver  coin  is  brass,  which  doth  dis- 
colour more,  and  is  not  so  neat  as  tin. 

The  drownings  of  metals  within  other  metals,  in  such  sort 
as  they  can  never  rise  again,  is  a  thing  of  great  profit.  For  if 
a  quantity  of  silver  can  be  so  buried  in  gold,  as  it  will  never 
be  reduced  again,  neither  by  fire,  nor  parting  waters,  nor  other- 
ways  :  and  also  that  it  serve  all  uses  as  well  as  pure  gold,  it  is 
in  effect  all  one  as  if  so  much  silver  were  turned  into  gold ; 
only  the  weight  will  discover  it ;  yet  that  taketh  off  but  half 
of  the  profit ;  for  gold  is  not  fully  double  weight  to  silver,  but 
gold  is  twelve  times  price  to  silver. 

The  burial  must  be  by  one  of  these  two  ways,  either  by  the 
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smallness  of  the  proportion,  as  perhaps  fifty  to  one,  which  will 
be  but  six-pence  gains  in  fifty  shillings ;  or  it  must  be  holpen 
by  somewhat  whidi  may.  fix  the  silver,  never  to  be  restored  or 
vi4K>ured  away,  when  it  is  incorporated  into  such  a  mass  of 
gold ;  for  the  less  quantity  is  ever  the  harder  to  sever :  and 
for  this  purpose  iron  is  the  likest,  or  ooppel  stuff,  upon  which 
the  fire  hath  no  power  of  consumption. 

The  making  of  gold  seemeth  a  thing  scarcely  possible ;  be- 
cause gold  is  the  heaviest  of  metals,  and  to  add  matter  is 
impossible :  and  again,  to  drive  metals  into  a  narrower  room 
than  th^  natural  extent  beareth,  is  a  condensation  hardly  to 
be  expected.  But  to  make  silver  seemeth  more  easy,  because 
both  quicksilver  and  lead  are  weightier  than  silver ;  so  as  there 
needeth  only  fixing,  and  not  condensing.  The  degree  unto 
this  that  is  already  known,  is  infiising  of  quicksilver  in  a 
parchment,  or  otherwise,  in  the  midst  of  molten  lead  when  it 
cooleth ;  for  this  stupifieth  the  quicksilver  that  it  runneth  no 
more.  This  trial  is  to  be  advanced  three  ways.  Firsts  by 
iterating  the  melting  of  the  lead,  to  see  whether  it  will  not 
make  the  quicksilver  harder  and  harder.  Secondly^  to  put 
realgar  hot  into  the  midst  of  the  quicksilver,  whereby  it  may 
be  condensed  as  well  from  within  as  without.  Thirdly^  to  try 
it  in  the  midst  of  molten  iron,  or  molten  steel,  which  is  a  body 
more  likely  to  fix  the  quicksilver  than  lead.  It  may  be  also 
tried,  by  incorporating  powder  of  steel,  or  coppel  dust,  by 
poundng  into  the  quicksilver,  and  so  to  proceed  to  the  stupi- 
fying. 

Upon  glass  four  things  would  be  put  in  proof  The  Jirstj 
means  to  make  the  glass  more  crystalline.  The  second,  to  make 
it  more  strong  for  falls,  and  for  fire,  though  it  come  not  to  the 
degree  to  be  malleable.  The  thirds  to  make  it  ooloured  by 
tinctures,  comparable  [to]  or  exceeding  precious  stones.  The 
fourth,  to  make  a  compound  body  of  glass  and  galletyle ;  that 
is,  to  have  the  colour  milky  like  a  chalcedon,  being  a  stufi  be- 
tween a  porcelane  and  a  glass. 

For  the  Jirst;  it  is  good  first  to  know  exactly  the  several 
materials  whereof  the  glass  in  use  is  made ;  window  glass, 
Normandy  and  Burgundy,  ale-house  glass,  English  drinking 

3r  2 


804  PHYSIOLOGICAL  REMAINS. 

glass :  and  then  thereupon  to  consider  what  the  reason  is  of 
the  coarseness  or  clearness ;  and  from  thence  to  rise  to  a  con- 
sideration how  to  make  some  additaments  to  the  coarser  ma- 
terials, to  raise  them  to  the  whiteness  and  cijstalline  splendour 
of  the  finest 

For  the  second ;  we  see  pebbles,  and  some  other  stones,  will 
cut  as  fine  as  crystal,  which  if  they  will  melt,  may  be  a  mixture 
for  glass,  and  may  make  it  more  tough  and  more  crystalline. 
Besides,  we  see  metals  will  vitrify ;  and  perhaps  some  portion 
of  the  glass  of  metal  vitrified,  mixed  in  the  pot  of  ordiziaiy 
glass-metal,  will  make  the  whole  mass  more  tough. 

For  the  third ;  it  were  good  to  have  of  coloured  window 

glass,  such  as  is  coloured  in  the  pot,  and  not  by  colours * 

•  •  «  •  « 

It  is  to  be  known  of  what  stuff  gaUetyU  is  made,  and  how 
the  colours  in  it  are  varied  ;  and  thereupon  to  consider  how  to 
make  the  mixture  of  glass-metal  and  them,  whereof  I  have 
seen  the  example. 

Enquire  what  be  the  stones  that  do  easiliest  melt  Of  them 
take  half  a  pound,  and  of  iron  a  pound  and  a  half,  and  an  ounce 
of  brimstone,  and  see  whether  they  will  incorporate,  being 
whole,  with  a  strong  fire.  If  not,  try  the  same  quantities  cal- 
cined :  and  if  they  will  incorporate,  make  a  plate  of  them,  and 
burnish  it  as  they  do  iron. 

Take  a  pound  and  a  half  of  brass,  and  half  a  pound  of  iron ; 
two  ounces  of  the  calaminar  stone^  an  ounce  and  a  half  of 
brimstone,  an  ounce  of  lead ;  calcine  them,  and  see  what  body 
they  make;  and  if  they  incorporate,  make  a  plate  of  it  bur- 
nished. 

Take  of  copper  an  ounce  and  a  half,  of  tin  an  ounce,  and 
melt  them  together,  and  make  a  plate  of  them  burnished. 

Take  of  copper  an  ounce  and  a  half,  of  tin  an  ounce,  of 
glass-metal  half  an  ounce ;  stir  them  well  in  the  boiling,  and  if 
they  incorporate,  make  a  plate  of  them  burnished. 

Take  of  copper  a  pound  and  a  half,  tin  four  ounces^  brass 
two  ounces ;  make  a  plate  of  them  burnished. 

Take  of  silver  two  ounces,  tin  half  an  oimce ;  make  a  little 
say-cup  of  it,  and  burnish  it 

1  Here  something  is  wanting  in  the  copy.  -^  Nott  by'  TenUon, 
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To  enquire  of  the  materialB  of  every  of  the  kind  of  glasses 
coarser  and  finer,  and  of  the  proportions. 

Take  an  equal  quantity  of  glass- metal,  of  stone  calcined,  and 
bring  a  pattern. 

Take  an  ounce  of  vitrified  metal,  and  a  poimd  of  ordinary 
glass-metal,  and  see  whether  they  will  incorporate ;  and  bring 
a  pattern. 

Bring  examples  of  all  coloured  glasses,  and  learn  the  ingre* 
dients  whereby  they  are  coloured. 

Enquire  of  the  substance  of  galletyle. 
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ARTICLES 

OP 


QUESTIONS  TOUCHING  MINERALS; 

WRITTEN  ORIGINALLt  IN  ENGLISH  BT   THE  LORD  BAOON,    TET 
HITHERTO  NOT  PUBLISHED  IN  THAT  LANOUAQE. 


7%e  Lord  Bacan^s  Questions  and  Solutions  concerning  the  cam-' 
pounding^  incorporating ^  or  union  of  metals  or  minerals; 
which  subject  is  the  first  letter  of  his  Lordship*s  Alphabet. 

Q.  With  what  metals  gold  will  incorporate  by  simple  ooUi- 
quefaction,  and  with  what  not  ^     And  in  what  quantity  it  will 
incorporate ;  and  what  kind  of  body  the  compoimd  makes  ? 
A.  Gold  with  silver^  which  was  the  ancient  electrum. 

Gold  with  iron. 


Gold  with  quicksilver,   r  Gold  with  copper. 
Gold  with  lead.  I  Gt)ld  with  brass. 


Gold  with  tan. 


So  likewise  of  silver. 

Silver  with  quicksilver. 
Silver  with  lead. 
Silver  with  copper. 
Silver  with  brass. 


Silver  with  iron.  {PUnius  Secund. 
lib.  33.  ix.  :  Miscuit  denario 
triumvir  Antonius  ferrum.) 

Silver  with  tin. 


So  likewise  of  quicksilver. 
Quicksilver  with  lead.  I  Quicksilver  with  brass. 

Quicksilver  with  copper.  |  Quicksilver  with  iron. 

Quicksilver  with  tin. 

So  of  lead. 

TiCad  with  copper.     |    Lead  with  iron.     |    Lead  with  brass. 
Lead  with  tin.         (Plin,  34.  ix.) 
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So  of  capper. 
Copper  with  brass.     |    Copper  with  iron.    |    Copper  with  tin* 

So  of  brass. 
Brass  with  iron.      |      Brass  with  tin. 

So  of  iron. 
Iron  with  tin. 


Hliat  be  the  compound  metals  that  are  common  and  known  ? 
And  what  are  the  proportions  of  their  mixtures  f     Aa, 

Latten  of  brass^  and  the  calaminar  stone. 

Pewter  of  tin  and  lead. 

Bell-metal  of  &c.  and  the  counterfeit  plate^  which  they  call 
alchemy. 

The  decomposites  of  three  metals  or  more,  are  too  long  to 
enquire  of,  except  there  be  some  compositions  of  them  already 
obseryed. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed,  whether  any  two  metals,  which  will 
not  mingle  of  themselves,  will  mingle  with  the  help  of  another ; 
and  what. 

What  compounds  will  be  made  of  metal  with  stone  and 
other  fossils ;  as  latten  is  made  with  brass  and  the  calaminar 
stone;  as  all  the  metals  incorporate  with  vitriol;  all  with  iron 
powdered ;  all  with  flmt,  &c. 

Some  few  of  these  would  be  enquired  of,  to  disclose  the 
nature  of  the  rest. 

Whether  metals  or  other  fossils  will  incorporate  with  molten 
glass,  and  what  body  it  makes? 

The  quantity  in  the  mixture  would  be  well  considered ;  for 
some  smaU  quantity  perhaps  will  incorporate,  as  in  the  allays 
of  gold  and  silver  coin. 

Upon  the  compound  body,  three  things  are  chiefly  to  be  ob- 
served; the  colour;  the  firagility  or  pliantness;  the  volatility  or 
fixation,  compared  with  the  simple  bodies. 

For  present  use  or  profit,  this  is  the  rule :  consider  the  price 

of  the  two  simple  bodies;  consider  again  the  dignity  of  the  one 

above  the  other  in  use ;  then  see  if  you  can  make  a  compound 

that  will  save  more  in  price  than  it  will  lose  in  dignity  of  the 

use. 

3r  4 
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As  for  example ;  consider  the  price  of  brass-ordnanee ;  con- 
sider again  the  price  of  iron-ordnance,  and  then  consider 
wherein  the  brass-ordnance  doth  excel  the  iron-ordnance  in 
use ;  then  if  you  can  make  a  compound  of  brass  and  iron  that 
will  be  near  as  good  in  use,  and  much  cheaper  in  price,  then 
there  is  profit  both  to  the  private  and  the  commonwealth.  So 
of  gold  and  silver,  the  price  is  double  of  twelve :  the  dignity 
of  gold  above  silver  is  not  much,  the  splendour  is  alike,  and 
more  pleasing  to  some  eyes,  as  in  cloth  of  silver,  silvered 
rapiers,  &c.  The  miun  dignity  is,  that  gold  bears  the  fire, 
which  silver  doth  not :  but  that  is  an  excellency  in  nature,  but 
it  is  nothing  at  all  in  use  ;  for  any  dignity  in  use  I  know  none, 
but  that  silvering  will  sully  and  canker  more  than  gilding ; 
which  if  it  might  be  corrected  with*  a  little  mixture  of  gold, 
there  is  profit :  and  I  do  somewhat  marvel  that  the  latter  ages 
have  lost  the  ancient  electntm,  which  was  a  mixture  of  silver 
with  gold :  whereof  I  conceive  there  may  be  much  use,  both  in 
coin,  plate,  and  gilding. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  that  ther6  is  in  the  version  of  metals  im- 
possibility, or  at  least  great  difficulty,  as  in  making  of  gold, 
silver,  copper.  On  the  other  side,  in  the  adulterating  or  coun- 
terfeiting of  metals,  there  is  deceit  and  villainy.  But  it  should 
seem  there  is  a  middle  way,  and  that  is  by  new  compounds,  if 
the  ways  of  incorporating  were  weU  known. 

What  incorporation  or  imbibition  metals  will  receive  firom 
vegetables,  without  being  dissolved  in  their  substance:  as  when 
the  armourers  make  their  steel  more  tough  and  pliant,  by 
aspersion  of  water  or  juice  of  herbs  ;  when  gold  being  grown 
somewhat  churlish  by  recovering,  is  made  more  pliant  by 
throwing  in  shreds  of  tanned  leather,  or  any  leather  oiled. 

Note ;  that  in  these  and  the  like  shews  of  imbibition,  it  were 
good  to  try  by  the  weights  whether  the  weight  be  increased 
or  no ;  for  if  it  be  not,  it  is  to  be  doubted  that  there  is  no  imbi- 
bition of  substance,  but  only  that  the  application  of  that  other 
body  doth  dispose  and  invite  the  metal  to  another  posture  of 
parts  than  of  itself  it  would  have  taken. 

After  the  incorporation  of  metals  by  simple  colliquefaction^ 
for  the  better  discovery  of  the  nature  and  consents  and  dissents 
of  metals,  it  would  be  likewise  tried  by  incorporating  of  their 
dissolutions,  [What  metals  being  dissolved  in  strong  waters 
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Will  incorporate  well  together,  and  what  not?  Which  is  to  be 
enquired  particularly,  as  it  was  in  colliquefactions].^ 

There  is  to  be  observed  in  those  dissolutions  which  will  not 
easily  incorporate,  what  the  effects  are :  as  the  bullition ;  the 
precipitation  to  the  bottom ;  the  ejaculation  towards  the  top  ; 
the  suspension  in  the  midst ;  and  the  like. 

Note;  that  the  dissents  of  the  menstrual  or  strong  waters 
may  hinder  the  incorporation,  as  well  as  the  dissents  of  the 
metals  themselves ;  therefore  where  the  menstrua  are  the  same, 
and  yet  the  incorporation  foUoweth  not,  you  may  conclude  the 
dissent  is  in  the  metals ;  but  where  the  menstrua  are  several, 
not  so  certain. 


Dr.  MevertVs  answers  to  the  Lord  BacorCs  questions^  concerning  the 
compounding,  incorporating^  or  union  of  metals  and  minerals. 

Gold  will  incorporate  with  silver  in  any  proportion.    Plin.  lib. 
xzxiii.  cap.  4.     ^*  Omni  aoro  inest  argentum  vario  pondere ;  alibi 
dena,  alibi  nona,  alibi  octava  parte  —  Ubicunque  quinta  argenti 
portio  invenitur,  electrum  vocatur."    The  body  remains  fixed,  solid,  « 
and  coloured,  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  two  metals. 

Gold  with  quicksilver  easily  mixetb,  but  the  product  is  imper* 
fectly  fixed ;  and  so  are  all  other  metals  incorporate  with  mercury. 

Gold  incorporates  with  lead  in  any  proportion. 

Gold  incorporates  with  copper  in  any  proportion,  the  common 

a11<^7* 

Gold  incorporates  with  brass  in  any  proportion.  And  what  is 
said  of  copper  is  true  of  brass,  in  the  union  of  other  metals. 

Gold  will  not  incorporate  with  iron. 

(rold  incorporates  with  tin,  the  ancient  allay,  Isa.  I.  25. 

What  was  said  of  gold  and  quicksilver,  may  be  said  of  quicksilver 
and  the  rest  of  metals. 

Silver  with  lead  in  any  proportion. 

Silver  incorporates  with  copper.  Pliny  mentions  such  a  mixture 
for  triumphales  status,  lib.  xxxiii.  9.  *'  Miscentur  argento,  tertia 
pars  aeris  Cyprii  tenuissimi,  quod  coronarium  vocant,  et  sulphuris 
vivi  quantum  argenti.**    The  same  is  true  of  brass. 

Silver  incorporates  not  with  iron.     Wherefore  I  wonder  at  that 

1  The  words  within  brackets  are  not  In  the  original  at  printed  by  Teniaon.  Bnt  a 
passage  to  the  same  effect  occurs  in  Rawley's  Latin  translation  of  this  piece,  and  I 
suppose  that  some  one  had  inserted  a  translation  of  the  passage  (as  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  sense)  in  the  margin  of  the  copy  which  Blackbourne  used :  for  Blackboume 
inserts  them  as  a  separate  paragmplu 
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which  Plinj  hath,  Hh.  xxxiiL  9.  **  Miscuit  denario  trimnTir  Anto- 
nius  ferrum."  And  what  is  siud  of  this  is  true  in  the  rest ;  for  iron 
incorporateth  with  none  of  them. 

Silver  mixes  with  tin. 

Lead  incorporates  with  copper.  Such  a  mixture  was  the  pot-metal 
whereof  Pliny  speaks,  lib.  xxxiv.  9.  ^^  Temis  aut  quatemis  libris 
plumbi  argentarii  in  centenas  aeris  additis.** 

Lead  incorporates  with  tin.  The  mixture  of  these  two  in  equal 
proportions,  is  that  which  was  anciently  called  "  plumbum  aigenta- 
rium,**  Plin.  lib.  xxxiv.  17. 

Copper  incorporates  with  tin.  Of  such  a  mixture  were  the  mirrors 
of  the  lUxnans.  Plin.  **  Atque  ut  omnia  de  speculis  peragantur  hoc 
loco,  optima  apud  migores  erant  Brundusina,  stanno  et  mre  mistis," 
Lib.  Ixxxiii.  9. 

Compounded  metais  now  in  U9e, 

!•  Fine  tin.  The  mixture  is  thus :  pure  tin  a  thousand  pounds, 
temper  fifty  pounds,  glass  of  tin  three  pounds. 

2.  Coarse  pewter  is  made  of  fine  tin  and  lead.  Temper  is  thus 
made  :  the  dross  of  pure  tin,  four  pounds  and  a  half;  copper,  half  a 
pound. 

3.  Brass  is  made  of  copper  and  ealaminarii, 

"  4.  Bell-metaL  Copper,  a  thousand  pounds;  tin,  from  three 
hundred  to  two  hundred  pounds ;  brass,  a  hundred  tind  fifty  pounda 

5.  Pot  metal,  copper  and  lead. 

6.  White  alchemy  is  made  of  pan-brass  one  pound,  and  arsenicum 
three  ounces. 

7.  Bed  alchemy  is  made  of  copper  and  anripigmen. 

There  be  divers  imperfect  minerals,  which  will  incorporate  with 
the  metals :  being  indeed  metals  inwardly,  but  clothed  with  earths 
and  stones:  as  pyritis,  calaminaris,  mysi,  chalcyti,  sory,  vitri- 
olum. 

Metals  incorporate  not  with  glass,  except  they  be  brought  into 
the  form  of  glass. 

Metals  dissolved.  The  dissolution  of  gold  and  silver  disagree,  so 
that  in  their  mixture  there  is  great  ebullition,  darkness,  and  in  the 
end  a  precipitation  of  a  black  powder. 

The  mixture  of  gold  and  mercury  agree. 

Gold  agrees  with  iron.  Li  a  word,  the  dissolution  of  mercury 
and  iron  agree  with  all  the  rest. 

Silver  and  copper  disagree,  and  so  do  silver  and  lead.  Silver  and 
tin  agree. 


QUESTIONS  TOUCHING  MNERALS.  811 


The  second  letter  of  the  cross^row^  touching  the  separation  of 
metals  and  minerals. 

Separation  is  of  three  sorts ;  the^r*/,  is  the  separating  of  the 
pure  metal  from  the  ore  or  dross,  which  we  call  refining.  The 
secondy  is  the  drawing  one  metal  or  mineral  out  of  another, 
which  we  call  extracting.  The  third,  is  the  separating  of  any 
metal  into  his  original,  or  materia  primoy  or  element,  or  call 
them  what  you  will ;  which  work  we  will  call  principiation. 

For  refining,  we  are  to  enquire  of  it  according  to  the  several 
metals ;  as  gold,  silver,  &c.  Incidently  we  are  to  enquire  of 
the  first  stone  or  ore,  or  marcasite  of  metals  severally,  and 
what  kind  of  bodies  they  are,  and  of  the  degrees  of  richness. 
Also  we  are  to  enquire  of  the  means  of  separating,  whether  by 
fire,  parting  waters,  or  otherwise.  Also  for  the  manner  of 
refining,  you  are  to  see  how  you  can  multiply  the  heat,  or 
hasten  the  opening,  and  so  save  the  charge  in  the  fining. 

The  means  of  this  in  three  manners ;  that  is  to  say,  in  the 
blast  of  the  fire;  in  the  manner  of  the  furnace,  to  mtdtiply 
heat  by  union  and  reflexion ;  and  by  some  additament,  or  me- 
dicines which  will  help  the  bodies  to  open  them  the  sooner. 

Note ;  the  quickening  of  the  blast,  and  the  multiplying  of 
the  heat  in  the  furnace,  may  be  the  same  for  all  metals ;  but 
the  additaments  must  be  several,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
metals.  Note  again,  that  if  you  think  that  [by]  the  multiply* 
ing  of  the  additaments  in  the  same  proportion  that  you  multiply 
the  ore,  the  work  will  follow,  you  may  be  deceived :  for  quan- 
tity in  the  passive  will  add  mc»re  resistance  than  the  same 
quantity  in  the  active  will  add  force. 

For  extracting,  you  are  to  enquire  what  metals  contain 
others,  and  likewise  what  not ;  as  lead,  silver;  copper,  silver, 
&c. 

Note ;  although  the  charge  of  extraction  should  exceed  the 
worth,  yet  that  is  not  the  matter.  For  at  least  it  will  discover 
nature  and  possibility,  the  other  may  be  thought  on  afterwards. 

We  are  likewise  to  enquire,  what  the  differences  are  of  those 
metals  which  contain  more  or  less  other  metals,  and  how  that 
agrees  with  the  poorness  or  richness  of  the  metals  or  ore  in 
themselves.  As  the  lead  that  contains  most  silver  is  accounted 
to  be  more  brittle,  and  yet  otherwise  poorer  in  itself. 
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For  principiation^  I  cannot  affirm  whether  there  be  any  each 
thing  or  not;  and  I  think  the  chemists  make  too  much  ado 
about  it;  but  howsoever  it  be^  be  it  solution^  or  extraction,  or 
a  kind  of  conversion  by  the  fire ;  it  is  diligently  to  be  enquired 
what  salts,  sulphur,  vitriol,  mercury,  or  the  like  simple  bodies 
are  to  be  found  in  the  several  metals,  and  in  what  quantity. 

Dr.  MevereTs  ansioers  to  the  foregoing  questions,  touching  the  sepa- 
rations of  meters  and  minerals. 

1.  For  the  means  of  separating.  After  that  the  ore  is  washed,  or 
cleansed  fi*om  the  earth,  there  is  nothing  simply  necessary,  save 
only  a  wind  furnace  well  framed,  narrow  above  and  at  the  hearth, 
in  shape  oval,  sufficiently  fed  with  charcoal  and  ore,  in  convenient 
proportions. 

For  additions  in  this  first  separation,  I  have  observed  none ;  the 
dross  the  mineral  brings  being  sufficient.  The  refiners  of.  iron 
observe,  that  that  ironstone  is  hardest  to  melt  which  is  fullest  of 
metal,  and  that  easiest  which  hath  most  dross.  But  in  lead  and  tin 
the  contrary  is  noted  Tet  in  melting  of  metals,  when  they  have 
been  calcined  formerly  by  fire,  or  strong  waters,  there  is  good  use  of 
additaments,  as  of  borax,  tartar,  armoniac,  and  salt-petre. 

2.  In  extracting  of  metals.  Note,  that  lead  and  tin  contain  silver. 
Lead  and  silver  contain  gold.  Iron  contains  brass.  Silver  is  best 
separated  from  lead  by  the  test  So  gold  from  silver.  Tet  the  best 
way  for  that  is  aqua  regia. 

3.  For  principiation.  1  can  truly  and  boldly  aifirm,  that  there 
are  no  such  principles  as  sal,  sulphur,  and  mercuiy,  which  can  be 
separated  from  any  perfect  metals.  For  every  part  so  separated, 
may  easily  be  reduced  into  perfect  metal  without  substitution  of 
that,  or  those  principles  which  chemists  imagine  to  be  wanting.  As 
suppose  you  take  the  salt  of  lead ;  this  salt^  or  as  some  name  it, 
sulphur,  may  be  turned  into  perfect  lead,  by  melting  it  with  the  like 
quantity  of  lead  which  contains  principles  only  for  itself. 

I  acknowledge  that  there  is  quicksilver  and  brimstone  found  in 
the  imperfect  minerals ;  but  those  are  nature's  remote  materials,  and 
not  the  chemist's  principles.  As  if  you  dissolve  antimony  by  aqua 
regioy  there  will  be  real  brimstone  swimming  upon  the  water :  as 
appears  by  the  colour  of  the  fire  when  it  is  burnt,  and  by  the 
smell. 
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The  third  letter  of  the  cross-^rowy  touching  the  variation  of  metals 
into  several  shapes^  bodies,  or  natures,  the  particulars  whereof 
follow. 


Tincture. 

Turning  to  rust. 

Calcination. 

Sublimation. 

Precipitation. 

Amalgamatizing^    or   turning 

into  a  soft  body. 
Vitrification. 


Opening    or    dissolving    into 

liquor. 
Sproutings,     or     branchings, 

or  arborescents. 
Induration  andmollification. 
Making  tough  or  brittle. 
Volatility  and  fixation. 
Transmutation,  or  version. 

For  tincture;  it  is  to  be  enquired  how  metal  may  be  tinged 
through  and  through,  and  with  what,  and  into  what  colours ; 
as  tinging  silver  yellow,  tinging  copper  white,  and  tinging  red, 
green,  blue ;  especially  with  keeping  the  lustre. 

Item,  tincture  of  glasses. 

Item,  tincture  of  marble,  flint,  or  other  stone. 

For  turning  into  rust,  two  things  are  chiefly  to  be  enquired ; 
by  what  corrosives^  it  is  done,  and  into  what  colours  it  turns ; 
as  lead  into  white,  which  they  call  cen^s ;  iron  into  yellow, 
which  they  call  crocus  martis ;  quicksilver  into  vermilion; 
brass  into  green,  which  they  call  verdigrease. 

For  calcination  ;  how  every  metal  is  calcined,  and  into  what 
kind  of  body,  and  what  is  the  exquisitest  way  of  calcination. . 

For  sublimation  ;  to  enquire  the  manner  of  subliming,  and 
what  metals  endure  subliming,  and  what  body  the  sublimate 
makes. 

For  precipitation  likewise;  by  what  strong  water  every 
metal  will  precipitate,  and  with  what  additaments,  and  in  what 
time,  and  into  what  body. 

So  for  amalgama  ;  what  metals  will  endure  it,  what  are  the 
means  to  do  it,  and  what  is  the  manner  of  the  body. 

For  vitjnfication  likewise ;  what  metals  will  endure  it,  what 
are  the  means  to  do  it,  into  what  colour  it  turns,  and  further 
where  the  whole  metal  is  turned  into  glass,  and  where  the 
metal  doth  but  hang  in  the  glassy  parts ;  also  what  weight  the 
vitrified  body  bears,  compared  with  the  crude  body;  also 
because  vitrification  is  accounted  a  kind  of  death  of  metals, 
what  vitrification  will  admit  of  turning  back  again,  and  what 
not 

*  eorasiveM  in  orig. 
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For  dissolutian  into  liquor^  we  are  to  enquire  what  is  the 
proper  menstruum  to  disaolve  any  metal,  and  in  the  negative, 
what  will  touch  upon  the  one  and  not  upon  the  other,  and  what 
several  menstrua  will  dissolve  any  metal,  and  which  most  ex- 
actly. Item  the  process  or  motion  of  the  dissolution,  the 
manner  of  rising,  boiling,  vapouring,  more  violent  or  more 
gentle,  causing  much  heat  or  less.  Item  the  quantity  or  chai^ 
that  the  strong  water  will  bear,  and  tiien  give  over.  Item  the 
colour  into  which  the  liquor  will  turn.  Above  all  it  is  to  be 
enquired,  whether  there  be  any  menstruum  to  dissolve  any 
met^l,  that  is  not  fretting  or  corroding,  and  openeth  the  body 
by  sympathy,  and  not  by  mordacity  or  violent  penetration. 

For  sprouting  or  branching,  though  it  be  a  thing  but  transitory, 
and  a  kind  of  toy  or  pleasure,  yet  there  is  a  more  serious  use 
of  it;  for  that  it  discovereth  the  delicate  motions  of  spirilB, 
when  they  put  forth  and  cannot  get  forth,  like  unto  that  which 
is  in  vegetables. 

For  induration^  or  mollification ;  it  is  to  be  enquired  what 
will  make  metals  harder  and  harder,  and  what  will  make  them 
sofler  and  softer.  And  this  inquiry  tendeth  to  two  ends :  first, 
for  use ;  as  to  make  iron  soft  by  the  fire  makes  it  malleable. 
Secondly,  because  induration  is  a  d^ree  towards  fixation,  and 
mollification  towards  volatility ;  and  therefore  the  inquiry  of 
them  will  give  light  towards  tine  other. 

For  touffh  and  brittle,  tiiey  are  much  of  the  same  kind,  but 
yet  worthy  of  an  inquiry  apart,  especially  to  join  hardness  with 
toughness,  as  making  glass  malleable,  &c  and  making  blades 
strong  to  resist  and  pierce,  and  yet  not  easy  to  break. 

For  volatility  and  fixation.  It  is  a  principal  branch  to  be 
enquired :  the  utmost  degree  of  fixation  ie  that  whereon  no 
fire  will  work,  nor  strong  water  joined  with  fire,  if  there  be 
any  such  fixation  possible.  The  next  is,  when  fire  simply  will 
not  work  without  strong  waters.  The  next  is  by  the  test 
The  next  is  when  it  will  endure  fire  not  blown,  or  such  a 
strength  of  fire.  The  next  is  when  it  will  not  endure,  but  yet 
is  malleable.  The  next  is  when  it  is  not  malleable,  but  yet  is 
not  fluent,  but  stupified.  So  of  volatility,  the  utmost  degree 
is  when  it  will  fly  away  without  returning.  The  next  is  when 
it  will  fly  up,  but  with  ease  return.  The  next  is  when  it  will 
fly  upwards  over  the  helm'  by  a  kind  of  exsufflation  without 

'  So  orig.     Barley  translates  it  tupra  caput ;  and  it  is  probably  a  mistake  for  head. 
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Tapouring.  The  next  is  when  it  will  melt  though  not  rise. 
The  next  is  when  it  will  soften  though  not  melt.  Of  all  these 
diligent  inquiry  is  to  be  made  in  several  metals^  especially  of 
the  more  extreme  degrees. 

For  transmutation  or  version.  If  it  be  real  and  true^  it  is 
the  farthest  part  of  art^  and  would  be  well  distinguished  from 
extraction,  from  restitution^  and  from  adulteration.  I  hear 
much  of  turning  iron  into  copper  ;  I  hear  also  of  the  growth 
of  lead  in  weighty  which  cannot  be  without  a  conversion  of 
some  body  into  lead :  but  whatsoever  is  of  this  kind,  and  well 
expressed,  is  diligently  to  be  enquired  and  set  down. 

Dr,   MevereFs  answers  to  the  foregoing  questionsy  concerning  the 
variation  of  metals  and  minerals. 

1.  For  tinctures^  there  are  none  that  I  know,  but  that  rich  variety 
which  springs  from  mixture  of  metals  with  inetals,  or  imperfect 
minerals. 

2.  The  imperfect  metals  are  subject  to  rusty  all  of  them  except 
mercury,  which  is  made  into  vermilion  by  solution,  or  calcination. 
The  rest  are  rusted  by  any  salt,  sour,  or  acid  water.  Lead  into  a 
white  body  called  cerussa.  Iron  into  a  pale  red  called  ferrugo. 
Copper  is  turned  into  green,  named  terugoy  <bs  viride.  Tin  into 
white  :  but  this  is  not  in  use,  neither  hath  it  obtained  a  name. 

The  Scriptures  mention  the  rust  of  gold,  but  that  is  in  regard  of 
the  allay. 

3.  Calcination,  All  metals  may  be  calcined  by  strong  waters,  or 
by  admixtion  of  salt,  sulphur,  and  mercury.  The  imperfect  metals 
may  be  calcined  by  continuance  of  simple  fire  ;  iron  thus  calcined  is 
called  crocus  martis,  ^ 

,  And  this  is  their  best  way.  Gold  and  silver  are  best  calcined  by 
mercury.  Their  colour  is  grey.  Lead  calcined  is  very  red.  Copper 
dusky  red. 

4.  Metals  are  sublimed  by  joining  them  with  mercury  or  salts. 
As  silver  witli  mercury,  gold  with  sal  armoniac,  mercury  with 
vitriol. 

5.  Precipitation  is,  when  any  metal  being  dissolved  into  a  strong 
water,  is  beaten  down  into  a  powder  by  salt  water.  The  chiefest  in 
this  kind  is  oil  of  tartar. 

6.  Amalgamation  is  the  joining  or  mixing  of  mercury  with  any 
other  of  the  metals.  The  manner  is  this  in  gold,  the  rest  are 
answerable  :  take  six  parts  of  mercury,  make  them  hot  in  a  crucible, 
and  pour  them  to  one  part  of  gold  made  red-hot  in  another  crucible, 
stir  these  well  together  that  they  may  incorporate  ;  which  done,  cast 
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the  maas  into  cold  water  and  waah  it.  This  is  called  tlie  amalg^ma 
of  gold. 

7.  For  vUfificaHoH.  All  the  imperfect  metals  may  be  tamed  bj 
strong  fire  into  glass,  except  mercury ;  iron  into  green ;  lead  into 
yellow ;  brass  into  blue ;  tin  into  pale  yellow.  For  gold  and  silver, 
I  have  not  known  them  viUrified,  except  joined  with  antimony. 
These  glassy  bodies  may  be  reduced  into  the  form  of  mineral  bodies. 

8.  Duidution.     All  metals  without  exception  may  be  dissolved. 
(1.)  Iron  may  be  dissolved  by  any  tart,  salt,  or  vitriolated  water ; 

yea,  by  common  water,  if  it  be  first  calcined  with  sulphur.  It  dis- 
solves in  aqtuji  farit,  with  great  ebullition  and  heat,  into  a  red  liquor, 
so  red  as  blood. 

(2.)  Lead  is  fittest  dissolved  in  vinegar,  into  a  pale  yellow,  making 
the  vinegar  very  sweet 

(3.)  Tin  is  best  dissolved  with  distilled  salt  water.  It  retuns  the 
colour  of  the  menstruum* 

(4.)  Copper  dissolves  as  iron  doth,  in  the  same  liquor,  into  a  blue. 

(5.)  Silver  hath  its  proper  menstruum^  which  is  aqua  /otHm.  The 
colour  is  green,  with  great  heat  and  ebullition. 

(6.)  Gold  is  dissolved  with  aqtia  regioy  into  a  yellow  liquor,  with 
little  heat  or  ebullition. 

(7.)  Mercury  is  dissolved  with  much  heat  and  boiling,  into  the 
same  liquors  which  gold  and  silver  are.  It  alters  not  the  colour  of 
the  menstruum. 

Note,  Strong  waters  may  be  charged  with  half  their  weight  of 
.fixed  metals,  and  equal  of  mercury  ;  if  the  workman  be  skilful 

9.  Sprouting,  This  is  an  accident  of  dissolution.  For  if  the 
menstruum  be  overcharged,  then  within  short  time  the  metals  will 
shoot  into  certain  crystals. 

10.  For  induration^  or  mottificationy  they  depend  upon  the  quan- 
tity of  fixed  mercury  and  sulphur.  '  I  have  observed  little  of  them, 
neither  of  toughness  nor  brittleness. 

11.  The  degrees  of  fixation  and  volattUty  I  acknowledge,  except 
the  two  utmost,  which  never  were  observed. 

12.  The  question  of  transmutation  is  very  doubtful  Wherefore  I 
refer  your  honour  to  the  fourth  tome  of  Theatrum  Chymicum : 
and  there,  to  that  tract  which  is  intitled  Disquisitio  HeUana;  where 
you  shall  find  full  satisfaction. 


Tlie  fourth  letter  of  the  cross^row^  touching  restitution. 

First,  therefore  it  is  to  be  enquired  in  the  negative,  what 
bodies  will  never  return,  either  by  their  extreme  fixings,  as  in 
some  vitrifications,  or  by  extreme  volatility. 
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It  is  also  to  be  enquired  of  the  two  means  of  reduction; 
and  first  by  the  fire,  which  is  but  by  congregation  of  homo- 
geneal  parts. 

The  second  is,  by  drawing  them  down  by  some  body  that 
hath  consent  with  them.  As  iron  draweth  down  copper  in 
water ;  gold  draweth  quicksilver  in  vapour ;  whatsoever  is  of 
this  kind,  is  very  diligently  to  be  enquired. 

Also  it  is  to  be  enquired  what  time  or  age  will  reduce  with- 
out help  of  fire  or  body. 

Also  it  is  to  be  enquired  what  gives  impediment  to  union  or 
restitution,  which  is  sometimes  called  mortification ;  as  when 
quicksilver  is  mortified  with  turpentine,  spittle,  or  butter. 

Lastly,  it  is  to  be  enquired  how  the  metal  restored  difiereth 
in  any  thing  from  the  metal  rare  ^ :  as  whether  it  become  not 
more  churlish,  altered  in  colour,  or  the  like. 

Dr,'  MevereVs  answers   touching  the   restitutions    of  metals    and 

minerals. 

Reduction  is  chiefly  effected  by  fire,  wherein  if  they  stand  and 
nele,  the  imperfect  metals  vapour  away,  and  so  do  aU  manner  of 
salts  which  separated  them  in  minimas  partes  before. 

Reduction  is  singularly  holpen  by  joining  store  of  metal  of  the 
same  nature  with  it  in  the  melting. 

Metals  reduced  are  somewhat  churlish,  but  not  altered  in  colour. 


So  orig.     The  translation  has  crudo. 
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THE  LORD  VBBULAM's   INQUISITION  CONCERNING  THE 

VERSIONS,  TRANSMUTATIONS,  MULTIPLICATIONS, 

AND   EFFECTIONS  O^   BODIES,  , 

Written  by  him  originally  in  English,  though  not  hitherto  published 
in  that  language.^ 

Earth  by  fire  is  turned  into  brick,  which  Is  of  the  nature  of 
a  stone,  and  serveth  for  building,  as  stone  doth :  and  the  like 
of  tile.     Qtf .  the  manner. 

Naphtha,  which  was  the  bituminous  mortar  used  in  die 
walls  of  Babylon,  grows  to  an  entire  and  very  hard  matter  like 
a  stone. 

In  clay  countries,  where  there  is  pebble  and  gravel,  you 
shall  find  great  stones,  where  you  may  see  thie  pebbles  or  gravel, 
and  between  them  a  substance  of  stone  as  hard  or  harder  than 
the  pebble  itself. 

There  are  some  springs  of  water,  wherein  if  you  put  wood, 
it  will  turn  into  the  nature  of  stone :  so  as  that  within  the 
water  shall  be  stone,  and  that  above  the  water  continue  wood. 

The  slime  about  the  reins  and  bladder  in  man's  body,  turns 
into  stone:  and  stone  is  likewise  found  often  in  the  gall ;  and 
sometimes,  though  rarely,  in  vend  portd. 

Quaere,  what  time  the  substance  of  earth  in  quarries  asketh 
to  be  turned  into  stone  ? 

Water,  as  it  seems,  turneth  into  crystal,  as  is  seen  in  divers 
caves,  where  the  crystal  hangs  in  stiUicidiis. 

Try  wood,  or  tiie  stalk  of  herbs,  buried  in  quicksilver, 
whether  it  will  not  grow  hard  and  stony. 

They  speak  of  a  stone  engendered  in  a  toad's  head. 

There  was  a  gentleman,  digging  in  his  moat»  found  an  egg 
turned  into  stone,  the  white  and  the  yolk  keeping  their  colour, 
and  the  shell  glistering  like  a  stone  cut  with  corners. 

Try  some  things  put  into  the  bottom  of  a  well ;  as  wood,  or 
some  soft  substance :  but  let  it  not  touch  the  water,  because  it 
may  not  putrify. 

They  speak,  that  the  white  of  an  egg  with  lyiiig  long  in 
the  sun,  will  turn  stone. 

Mud  in  water  turns  into  shells  of  fishes,  as  in  horse-mussels, 
in  fresh  ponds,  old  and  overgrown.  And  the  substance  is  a 
wondrous  fine  substance,  light  and  shining. 

'  BacoDiana,  p.  129. 
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CERTAIN   BXPBBIMENT8  MADS  BT  THE  LORD  BACON  ABOUT 
WEIGHT  IN  AIR  AND  WATER.' 

A  NEW  soyereign  of  equal  weight  in  the  air  to  the  piece  in 
brass^  overweigheth  in  the  water  nine  grains :  in  three  sove- 
reigns  the  difference  in  the  water  is  but  twenty-four  grains. 

The  same  sovereign  overweigheth  an  equal  weight  of  lead, 
four  grains  in  the  water,  in  brass  grains  for  gold:  in  three 
sovereigns  about  eleven  grains. 

The  same  sovereign  overweigheth  an  equal  weight  of  stones 
in  the  air,  at  least  sixty-five  gndns  in  the  water :  the  grains 
being  for  the  weight  of  gold  in  brass  metal 

A  glass  filled  with  water  weighing,  in  Troy  weights,  thirteen 
ounces  and  five  drams,  the  glass  and  the  water  together, 
weigheth  severally,  viz.  the  water  nine  ounces  and  a  half,  and 
the  glass  four  ounces  and  a  dram. 

A  bladder  weighing  two  ounces  seven  drams  and  a  half,  a 

>  Baconiana,  p.  134. 

Bacon  derlTcd  this  method  of  weighing  In  air  and  water  from  Porta,  who  in  hit 
Natural  Magic  speaks  of  it  as  so  great  a  thing  as  to  entitle  him  to  say  dircpc^ica 
jhrcpc^ira ;  referring  of  course  to  the  story  of  Archimedes.  Of  course  it  is  possible 
to  calculate  specific  gravities  fkom  experiments  in  which  both  scales  of  the  balance  are 
immersed  in  water ;  but  Forta's  rule  for  determining  the  amount  of  alloy  contained  in 
a  piece  of  gold  is  Altogether  wrong,  and  how  conftised  his  notions  were  is  shown  by 
his  directing  the  experimenter  to  immerse  the  scales  eirdUr  umipedMrn^  as  if  the  depth 
made  any  difference.  So  too  Bacon  speaks  of  immersing  one  of  the  scales  five  inches. 
Porta,  a  little  fUrther  on,  records  some  experiments  made  by  immersing  only  one  of 
the  scales;  and  so  we  may  observe  does  Bacon, — a  circumstance  which  makes  it  plain 
that  he  was  following  Porta's  directions.  The  notion  of  weighing  in  afr  and  water 
was  however  not  new.  It  is  treated  of  at  some  length  by  Nicholas  De  Cusa.  But 
Cusa's  notions  are  at  least  as  confUsed  as  Porta's.  Thus  he  wants  to  determine  not 
only  the  pondus  gravUatii,  but  other  kinds  of  pwdera;  and  remarking  that  lead  comes 
next  to  gold  in  pondu$  gravitatiM — so  that  it  would  seem  as  if  the  comparative  value  of 
metals  could  not  be  determined  by  the  balance — goes  on  to  say  that  if  we  take  account 
of  the  pondui  ignis,  then  silver  would,  as  it  ought  to  do,  come  next.  See  Porta*s 
Natural  Magic,  18.  chap.  8.,  and  Cusa  dt  Statiei$  Esperimeuiist  appended  to  the  edition 
of  Vitruvius  published  at  Strasbourg,  1660.    (The  tract  is  not  paged.) 

One  of  the  first  determinations  of  spedflc  gravity  results  from  Vitruvius*s  statement 
with  respect  to  Mercury.  He  says  **  quum  sint  quatuor  sextarionim  mensure  cum 
expenduntur  invenlentur  esse  pondo  centum.**  Now  the  cougius  held,  as  we  know,  ten 
Boman  pounds  of  water,  and  therefore  the  mxtariut  held  five-thirds  of  a  pound  ;  four 
aextarii  consequently  of  water  would  weigh  six  pounds  and  two*thlrds ;  and  comparing 
this  with  Vitruvius*s  statement,  the  specific  gravity  of  quicksilver  is  fifteen, — a  result 
•uflSdently  near  the  truth,  but  erring  in  excess. 

It  is  worth  remarking  that  Vitruvius  in  the  passage  I  refer  to  gives  the  name  of 
minium  to  cinnabar,  not  as  commonly  to  red-lead.  The  name  of  vermilUon  must 
originally  have  belonged,  as  the  etymology  indicates,  to  kermes  or  cochineal.  There 
is  however  a  great  deal  of  confusion  in  these  names;  and  it  would  seem  fh>m  Arrian 
that  the  name  cinnabar  was  originally  given  to  cochineal.  There  Is  a  wonderful 
story  of  Its  being  produced  by  a  mixture  of  the  blood  of  dragons  and  of  elephanta. 
See  Vitruvius,  book  vil  chap.  8.  —  A.  Z..  E, 

3o  2 
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pebble  bud  upon  the  top  of  the  bladder  makes  three  ounces 
six  drams  and  a  half,  the  stone  weigheth  seven  drams. 

The  bladder  (as  above)  blown^  and  the  same  fallen^  weigheth 
equal. 

A  sponge  dry  weigheth  one  ounce  twenty-six  grains:  the 
same  sponge  being  wet,  weigheth  fourteen  ounces  six  drama 
and  three  quarters :  the  water  weigheth  in  several  eleven  ounces 
one  dram  and  a  half,  and  the  sponge  three  ounces  and  a  half 
and  three  quarters  of  a  dram.     First  time. 

The  sponge  and  water  together  weigh  fifteen  ounces  and 
seven  drams :  in  several,  the  water  weigheth  eleven  ounce,  and 
even  drams,  and  the  sponge  three  ounces  seven  drams  and  a 
half.     Second  time. 

Three  sovereigns  made  equal  to  a  weight  in  silver  in  the  air 
differ  in  the  water. 

For  false  weights,  one  beam  long,  the  other  thick. 

The  stick  and  thread  weigh  half  a  dram  and  twenty  grains^ 
being  laid  in  the  balance. 

The  stick  tied  to  reach  within  half  an  inch  of  the  end  of  the 
beam,  and  so  much  from  the  tongue,  weigheth  twenty-eight 
grains ;  the  difference  is  twenty-two  grains. 

The  same  stick  being  tied  to  hang  over  the  end  of  the  beam 
an  inch  and  a  half,  weigheth  half  a  dram  and  twenty-four 
grains ;  exceeding  the  weight  of  the  said  stick  in  the  balance 
by  four  grains. 

The  same  stick  being  hanged  down  beneath  the  thread,  as 
near  the  tongue  as  is  possible,  weigheth  only  eight  grains. 

Two  weights  of  gold  being  made  equal  in  the  air,  and  weigh- 
ing severally  seven  drams ;  the  one  balance  being  put  into  the 
water,  and  the  other  hanging  in  the  air,  the  balance  in  ih& 
water  weigheth  only  five  drams  and  three  grains,  and  abateth 
of  the  weight  in  the  air,  one  dram  and  a  half,  and  twenty-seven 
gituns. 

The  same  trial  being  made  the  second  time,  and  more  truly 
and  exactly  betwixt  gold  and  gold,  weighing  severally  (as 
above)  and  making  a  just  and  equal  weight  in  the  air,  the  one 
balance  being  put  into  the  water  the  depth  of  five  inches,  and 
the  other  hanging  in  the  air,  the  balance  in  the  water  weigheth 
only  four  drams  and  fifty-five  grains,  and  abateth  of  the  weight 
in  the  air  two  drams  and  five  grains. 

The  trial  being  made  betwixt  lead  and  lead,  weighing  seve- 
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rally  seven  drams  in  the  air^  the  balance  in  the  water  weigheth 
only  four  drams  and  forty-one  grains,  and  abateth  of  the  weight 
in  the  air  two  drams  and  nineteen  grains ;  the  balance  kept  the 
same  depth  in  the  water  as  abovesaid. 

The  trial  being  made  betwixt  silver  and  silver,  weighing 
severally  seven  drams  in  the  air,  the  balance  in  the  water 
weigheth  only  four  drams  and  twenty-five  grains.  So  it  abateth 
two  drams  and  thirty-five  grains ;  the  same  depth  in  the  water 
observed. 

In  iron  and  iron,  weighing  severally  each  balance  in  the  air 
seven  drams,  the  balance  in  the  water  weigheth  only  four 
drams  and  eighteen  grains ;  and  abateth  of  the  weight  in  the 
air  two  drams  and  forty-two  grains ;  the  depth  observe  as  above. 

In  stone  and  stone,  the  same  weight  of  seven  drams  equally 
in  the  air,  the  balance  in  the  water  weigheth  only  two  drams 
and  twenty-two  grains;  and  abateth  of  the  weight  in  the  air 
four  drams  and  thirty-eight  grains ;  the  depth  as  above. 

In  brass  and  brass,  the  same  weight  of  seven  drams  in  each 
balance,  equal  in  the  air,  the  balance  in  the  water  weigheth 
only  four  drams  and  twenty-two  grains;  and  abateth  in  the 
water  two  drams  and  thirty-eight  grains ;  the  depth  observed. 

The  two  balances  being  weighed  in  air  and  water,  the  ba- 
lance in  the  air  over-weigheth  the  other  in  the  water  one  dram 
and  twenty-eight  grains ;  the  depth  in  the  water  as  aforesaid. 

It  is  a  profitable  experiment  which  sheweth  the  weights  of 
several  bodies  in  comparison  with  water.  It  is  of  use  in  lading 
of  ships  and  other  bottoms,  and  may  help  to  shew  what  burden 
in  the  several  kinds  they  will  bear. 


GEBTAIN   SUDDEN   THOUGHTS    OF   THE   LORD   BACON'S, 

SET   DOWN   BY  HIM  UNDEB   THE   TITLE  OF 

EXFEBIMENTS  FOB  FROFIT.* 


Muck  of  leaves. 

Muck  of  river,  earth,  and 
chalk. 

Muck  of  earth  closed,  both 
for  salt-petre  and  muck. 


Setting  of  wheat  and  peas. 

Mending  of  crops  by  steep- 
ing of  seeds. 

Making  peas,  cherries,  and 
strawberries  come  early. 


'  Baconiana,  p.  ISS. 
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Strengthening  of  eardi  for 
often  returns  of  radiBhes^  par- 
■nips^  turnips,  &c* 

Making  greatrootsof  onions, 
radishes,  and  other  esculent 
roots. 

Sowing  of  seeds  of  trefoiL 

Setting  of  woad. 

Setting  of  tobacco,  and 
taking  away  the  rawna 

Grafting  upon  boughs  of 
old  trees. 

Making  of  a  hasty  coppce. 

Planting  of  oners  in  wet 
grounds. 

Making  of  candles  to  last 
long. 

Building'crf'  chimnies^  fur- 


naces, and  OfveiiB,  to  gire  heat 
with  less  wood. 

Fixing  of  logwood. 

Other  means  to  make  yel* 
low  and  green  fixed. 

Conserving  of  oranges,  le- 
mons, citrons^  pomegranates, 
&C.  all  summer. 

Becovering  of  pearl,  ooial, 
turchoise  colour,  by  a  conser- 
vatory of  snow. 

Sowing  of  fennel. 

Brewing  with  hay,  haws^ 
trefoil,  broom,  heps,  bramble- 
berries,  woodl»nes,  wild  thyme, 
instead  €£  hops,  thistles. 

Multiplying   and 
artichokes. 


CEBTAIN   EXPEBIMEKTS  OF  THE  LORD  BACON'S, 

ABOUT  THE  COMHIXTUBE  OP   LIQUOBS   ONLY,  NOT    SOLIBS, 

WITHOUT  HEAT  OB  AGITATION," 

BUT  ONLY  BY  SIMPLE  COMPOSITION  AND  SETTLING.^ 

Spibit  of  wine  mingled  with  common  water,  although  it  be 
much  lighter  than  oil,  yet  so  as  if  the  first  fall  be  broken  by 
means  of  a  sop  or  otherwise,  it  stayeth  above ;  and  if  it  be 
once  mingled,  it  severeth  not  again,  as  oil  doth.  Tried  with 
water  coloured  with  saffian. 

Spirit  of  wine  mingled  with  common  water  hath  a  kind  of 
clouding,  and  motion  shewing  no  ready  commixture.  Tried 
with  saffiron. 

A  dram  of  gold  dissolved  in  aqua  regis,  with  a  dram  of  cop- 
per in  aqua  forti,  conmiixed,  gave  a  green  colour,  but  no 
visible  motion  in  the  parts.  Kote,  that  the  dissolution  of  the 
gold  was  twelve  parts  water  to  one  part  body:  and  of  the 
copper  was  six  parts  water  to  one  part  body. 

Oil  of  ahnonds  commixed  with  spirit  of  wine  severeth,  and 
the  spirit  of  wine  remaineth  on  the  top,  and  the  oil  in  the 
bottom. 

*  Baconiana,  p.  140. 
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Gold  disBolved,  commixed  with  spirit  of  wine^  a  dram  of 
each^  doth  commix,  and  no  other  apparent  alteration. 

Quicksilver  dissolved  with  gold  dissolved,  a  dram  of  each, 
doth  turn  to  a  mouldy  liquor,  black,  and  like  smiths'  water. 

Note,  the  dissolution  of  the  gold  was  twelve  parts  water,  ut 
suprct,  and  one  part  metal :  that  of  water  was  two  parts,  and 
one  part  metal. 

Spirit  of  wine  and  quicksilver  commixed,  a  dram  of  each,  at 
the  first  shewed  a  white  milky  substance  at  the  top,  but  soon 
after  mingled. 

Oil  of  vitriol  commixed  with  oil  of  cloves,  a  dram  of  each, 
tnmeth  into  a  red  dark  colour ;  and  a  substance  thick,  almost 
like  pitch ;  and  upon  the  first  motion  gathereth  an  extreme  heat, 
not  to  be  endured  by  touch. 

Dissolution  of  gold,  and  oil  of  vitriol  commixed,  a  dram  of 
each,  gathereth  a  great  heat  at  the  first,  and  darkeneth  the  gold, 
and  maketh  a  thick  yellow. 

Spirit  of  wine  and  oil  of  vitriol,  a  dram  of  each,  hardly 
mingle ;  the  oil  of  vitriol  going  to  the  bottom,  and  the  spirit  of 
wine  lying  above  in  a  milky  substance.  It  gathereth  also  a 
great  heat,  and  a  sweetness  in  the  taste. 

Oil  of  vitriol  and  dissolution  of  quicksilver,  a  dram  of  each, 
maketh  an  extreme  strife,  and  casteth  up  a  very  gross  fume,  and 
after  casteth  down  a  white  kind  of  curds,  or  sands ;  and  on  the 
top  a  slimish  substance,  and  gathereth  a  great  heat. 

Oil  of  sulphur  and  oil  of  cloves  commixed,  a  dram  of  each, 
turn  into  a  thick  and  red-coloured  substance ;  but  no  such  heat 
as  appeared  in  the  commixture  with  the  oil  of  vitriol. 

Oil  of  petroleum  and  spirit  of  wine,  a  dram  of  each,  inter- 
mingle otherwise  than  by  agitation,  as  wine  and  water  do ;  and 
the  petroleum  remaineth  on  the  top. 

Oil  of  vitriol  and  petroleum,  a  dram  of  each,  turn  into  a 
mouldy  substance,  and  gathereth  some  warmth ;  there  residing  a 
black  cloud  in  the  bottom,  and  a  monstrous  thick  oil  on  the  top. 

Spirit  of  wine  and  red-wine  vinegar,  one  ounce  of  each,  at 
the  first  fall  one  of  them  remaineth  above,  but  by  agitation 
they  mingle. 

Oil  of  vitriol  and  oil  of  ahnonds,  one  ounce  of  each,  mingle 
not ;  but  the  oil  of  almonds  remaineth  above. 

Spirit  of  wine  and  vinegar,  an  ounce  of  each,  commixed,  do 
mingle,  without  any  apparent  separation,  which  might  be  in 
respect  of  the  colour. 

3  G  4 
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Dissolution  of  iron,  and  oil  of  vitriol,  a  dram  of  each,  do  first 
put  a  milky  substance  into  the  bottom,  and  after  incorporate 
into  a  mouldy  substance. 

Spirit  of  wine  commixed  with  milk,  a  third  part  spirit  of 
wine,  and  two  parts  milk,  coagulateth  little,  but  mingleth ;  and 
the  spirit  swims  not  above. 

Milk  and  oil  of  almonds  mingled,  in  equal  portions,  do  hardly 
incorporate,  but  the  oil  cometh  above,  the  milk  being  poured  in 
last ;  and  the  milk  appeareth  in  some  drops  or  bubbles. 

Milk  one  ounce,  oil  of  vitriol  a  scruple,  doth  coagulate ;  the 
milk  atthe  bottom  where  the  vitriol  goeth. 

Dissolution  of  gum  tragacanth,  and  oil  of  sweet  almonds,  do 
not  commingle,  the  oil  remiuning  on  the  top  till  they  be  stirred, 
and  make  the  mucilage '  somewhat  more  liquid. 

Dissolution  of  gum  tragacanth  one  ounce  and  a  half,  with 
half  an  ounce  of  spirit  of  wine,  being  conunixed  by  agitation, 
make  the  mucilage  ^  more  thick. 

The  white  of  an  egg  with  spirit  of  wine,  doth  bake  the  ^g 
into  clots,  as  if  it  began  to  poch. 

One  ounce  of  blood,  one  ounce  of  milk,  do  easily  incorporate. 

Spirit  of  wine  doth  curdle  the  blood. 

One  ounce  of  whey  unclarified,  one  ounce  of  oil  of  vitriol, 
make  no  apparent  alteration. 

One  ounce  of  blood,  one  ounce  of  oil  of  almonds,  incorporate 
not,  but  the  oil  swims  above. 

Three  quarters  of  an  ounce  of  wax  being  dissolved  upon  the 
fire,  and  one  ounce  of  oil  of  almonds  put  together  and  stirred, 
do  not  so  incorporate,  but  that  when  it  is  cold  the  wax  gathereth 
and  swims  upon  the  top  of  the  oiL 

One  ounce  of  oil  of  almonds  cast  into  an  ounce  of  sugar 
seething,  sever  presently,  the  sugar  shooting  towards  the  bottom. 


A  CATALOGUE  OP  BODIES  ATTRACTIVE  AND  NOT  ATTRACTIVE 
MADE  BY  THE  LOBD  BACON, 

TOGETHER  WITH  EXPERIMENTAL  OBSERVATIONS 
ABOUT  ATTRACTION.* 

These  following  bodies  draw: 

Amber,  jet,  diamond,  sapphire,  carbuncle,  iris,  the  gem.  opale, 
amethyst,  bristollina,  crystal,  clear  glass,  glass  of  antimony, 

1  fuuMelalet  in  the  original.  '  Baconiana,  p.  146. 
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divers  flowers  from  mmes^  sulphur^  mastic^  hard  sealiBg-wax, 
the  harder  rosin^  arsenic. 

These  following  bodies  do  not  draw : 

Smaragd,  achates^  corneolus^  pearly  jaspis,  chalcedonius^  ala- 
baster, porphyry,  coral,  marble,  touchstone,  luBmatites  or 
bloodstone,  smyris,  ivory,  bones,  ebon-tree,  cedar,  cypress, 
pitch,  softer  rosin,  camphire,  galbanum,  ammoniac,  storax, 
benjoin,  loadstone  ^  asphaltum. 

These  bodies,  gold,  silver,  brass,  iron,  draw  not,  though 
never  so  finely  polished. 

In  winter  J  if  the  air  be  sharp  and  clear,  sal  ffemmeum,  rock 
alum,  and  lapis  specularis,  will  draw. 

These  following  bodies  are  apt  to  be  drawn,  if  the  mass  of 
them  be  small  : 

Chafi^,  woods,  leaves,  stones,  all  metals  leaved,  and  in  the 
mine ;  earth,  water,  oil. 

Si  fiat  versorium  ex  metallo  aliquo  more  Indicis  Magnetic!, 
et  fini  alteri  apponatur  succinum,  leniter  firicatimi,  versorium 
convertit  se. 

Succinum  calefactum  ab  igne,  sive  tepeat,  sive  ferveat,  sive 
infiammetur,  non  trahit 

Bacillum  ferreum  candens,  fiamma,  candela  ardens,  carbo 
ignitus,  admota  festucis  aut  versoriis,  non  trahunt 

Succinum  in  majore  mole,  si  fuerit  politum,  allicit,  licet  non 
fricatum ;  si  in  minore,  aut  impurius,  sine  finctione  non  trahit. 

Crystallus,  lapis  specularis,  vitrum,  electrica  cetera,  si  uran- 
tur,  aut  torreantur,  non  trahunt. 
Pix. 


Besina  mollior. 

Benjoin. 

Asphaltum. 


Haec  ccelo  calidiore  neutiquam 


Camphora.  i>  prorsus  trahimt ;  at  tempore  firigi- 

Galbanum.  diore  obscure  et  inferme  trahimt. 

Ammoniacum. 
Storax. 
Assa. 

Vapidus  aer  succino,  &c.  afflatus,  vel  ab  ore,  vel  ab  acre 
humidiore,  virtutem  trahendi  suffbcat. 

>  A  note  in  Uie  marglD  says  the  drawing  of  iron  txetpted. 
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Si  charte  ant  linteum  interponator  inter  siusciniiin  et  paleam, 
not  fit  motoB  aut  attractio. 

Succinum  aut  electrica  calefacta  ex  radiifl  solis^  non  experge- 
fiont  ad  trahendnm,  eicut  ex  fricticme. 

Succinnm  firicatom,  et  radiifl  solia  ezpositam,  dintins  yires 
trahendi  retinet,  nee  tarn  dto  eas  deponit  ac  fli  in  umbra  poai- 
turn  esset 

Fervor  ex  speoulo  comburente  sucdno,  &c.  conciliatus,  non 
juvat  ad  trahendum. 

Sulphur  accensum,  et  eera  dura  inflammata,  non  trahunt 

Succinum,  cum  citiflsime  a  firictione  festucse  vel  versorio  ap- 
ponitur,  optime  trahit. 

YirtuB  electrica  viget  in  retenlione  ad  tempus  non  minus 
quam  in  attractione  prima. 

Flamma  apposite  succino  intra  orbem  activitatis  non  trahitur. 

Gutta  aqusB  admoto  succino  trahitur  in  ocmum.  Electrica  si 
durius  affiricentur,  impeditur  attractio. 

Qu»  sBgre  alliciunt  in  daro  c<£lo,  in  crasso  non  movent 

Aqua  imposita  sucinno  virtutem  trahendi  suffocate  licet  ipsam 
aquam  trahat 

Sarca  ita  succino  circundatum,  ut  tangat,  attractionem  tollit; 
sed  interpositum  ut  non  tangat,  non  omnino  toUit 

Oleum  succino  aj^Mwitum  motum  non  impedit;  nee  succinum 
digito  oleo  madefacto  fricatum,  vires  trahendi  perdit 

Firmius  provocant,  et  diutius  retinent  succinum,  gagates,  et 
hujusmodi,  etiam  minore  cum  firictione:  adamas,  crystallum, 
vitrum,  (Mutius  teri  debent,  ut  manifesto  incalescant  antequam 
trahant. 

Quffi  flamms  approximant,  licet  propinqua  distantia,  a  succino 
non  trahuntur. 

Fumum  extincta  lucema  succinum,  &c  trahit  Fumus  ubi 
exit  et  crassuB  est,  fortius  trahit  succinum ;  cum  ascendent, 
et  rarior  fit,  debilius.  Corpus  ab  electricis  attractum  non  ma- 
nifesto aheratur,  sed  tantnm  incumbit 
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A  Medical  Paper  of  the  Lord  BacorCs,  to  lohich  he  gave  the  iitk 
of  Grams  of  Youth.* 

Take  of  nitre  four  grams^  of  ambergrease  three  grains^  of 
orris-powder  two  grains^  of  white  poppy-seed  the  fourth  part  of 
a  grain^  of  safiron  half  a  grain^  with  water  of  orange-flowers^ 
and  a  little  tragacanth ;  make  them  into  small  grains,  four  in 
nmnber.     To  be  taken  at  four  a-clock,  or  going  to  bed. 

Preserving  ointments. 

Take  of  deers-suet  one  ounce,  of  myrrh  six  grains,  of  saffiron 
five  grains,  of  bay-salt  twelve  grains,  of  Canary  wine,  of  two 
years  old,  a  spoonM  and  a  half.  Spread  it  on  the  inside  of 
your  shirt,  and  let  it  dry,  and  then  put  in  on. 

A  purge  famiUar  for  opening  the  liver. 

Take  rhubarb  two  drams,  agaric  trochiscat  one  dram  and  a 
half,  steep  them  in  claret  wine  burnt  with  mace ;  take  of  worm- 
wood one  dram,  steep  it  with  the  rest,  and  make  a  mass  of  pills 
with  syrup,  acetos.  simplex.  But  drink  an  opening  broth  before 
it,  with  succory,  fennel,  and  smallage  roots,  and  a  little  of  an 
onion. 

Wine  for  the  spirits. 

Take  gold  perfectly  refined  three  ounces,  quench  it  six  or 
seven  times  in  good  claret  wine ;  add  of  nitre  six  grains  for  two 
draughts ;  add  of  saffron  prepared  three  grains,  of  ambergrease 
four  grains,  pass  it  through  an  hippocras  bag,  wherein  there  is 
a  dram  of  cinnamon  gross  beaten,  or,  to  avoid  the  dimming  of 
the  colour,  of  ginger.  Take  two  spoonsfdl  of  this  to  a  draught 
of  fres^  claret  wine. 

*  Baconluuiy  p.  16d. 
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The  preparing  of  MaffnnL, 

Take  six  gnuns  of  saffiron^  steeped  in  half  parts  of  wine  and 
rose  water^  and  a  quarter  part  yin^ar :  then  dry  it  in  the  sun. 

Wine  cLgaifut  adverse  melancholy y  preserving  the  senses  and  the 

reason. 

Take  the  roots  of  bugloss  well  scraped,  and  cleansed  finom 
their  inner  pith,  and  cut  them  into  small  slices ;  steep  them  in 
wine  of  gold  extinguished  ut  suprh^  and  add  of  nitre  three 
grains,  and  drink  it  ut  supra,  mixed  with  fresh  wine :  the  roots 
must  not  continue  steeped  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  and 
thej  must  be  changed  thrice. 

Breakfast-preservative  against  the  gout  and  rheums. 

To  take  once  in  the  month  at  least,  and  for  two  days  to- 
gether, one  grain  of  castorei  in  my  ordinary  brotL 

The  preparation  ofgarlick, 

Take  garlick  four  ounces,  boil  it  upon  a  soft  fire  in  claret 
wine,  for  half  an  hoiur.  Take  it  out  and  steep  it  in  vinegar; 
whereto  add  two  drams  of  cloves,  then  take  it  forth,  and  keep 
it  in  a  glass  for  use. 

2%e  artificial  preparation  of  damash-roseSyfor  smell. 

Take  roses,  puU  their  leaves,  then  dry  them  in  a  dear  day  in 
the  hot  sun :  then  their  smell  will  be  as  gone.  Then  cram  them 
into  an  earthen  bottle,  very  dry  and  sweet,  and  stop  it  very 
close ;  they  will  remain  in  smell  and  colour  both,  fresher  than 
those  that  are  otherwise  dried.  Note,  the  first  drying,  and 
close  keeping  upon  it,  preventeth  all  putrefaction,  and  the 
second  spirit  cometh  forth,  made  of  the  remaining  moisture  not 
dissipated. 

A  restorative  drink. 

Take  of  Indian  maiz  half  a  pound,  grind  it  not  too  small, 
but  to  the  fineness  of  ordinary  meal,  and  then  bolt  and  serce 
it,  that  all  the  husky  part  may  be  taken  away.  Take  of 
eryngium  roots  three  ounces^  of  dates  as  much,  of  enula  two 
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drams^  of  mace  three  drams,  and  brew  them  with  ten-shilling 
beer  to  the  quantity  of  four  gallons :  and  this  do,  either  by  de- 
cocting them  in  a  pottle  of  wort,  to  be  after  mingled  with  the 
beer,  being  new  tapped,  or  otherwise  infuse  it  in  the  new  beer 
in  a  bag.     Use  this  familiarly  at  meals. 

Against  the  waste  of  the  body  by  heat 

Take  sweet  pomegranates,  and  strain  them  lightly,  not  press- 
ing the  kernel,  into  a  glass ;  where  put  some  little  of  the  peel 
of  a  citron,  and  two  or  three  cloves,  and  three  grains  of  amber- 
grease,  and  a  pretty  deal  of  fine  sugar.  It  is  to  be  drunk 
every  morning  whilst  pomegranates  last. 

Methusalem  Water.  Against  all  asperity  and  torref action  of  in- 
ward parts  ^  and  alladustion  of  the  bloody  and  generally  against 
the  dryness  of  age. 

Take  crevises  very  new,  q.  s.  boil  them  well  in  claret  wine, 
of  them  take  only  the  shells,  and  rub  them  very  clean,  espe- 
cially on  the  inside,  that  they  be  may  thoroughly  cleansed  from 
the  meat.  Then  wash  them  three  or  four  times  in  fresh  claret 
wine,  heated ;  still  changing  the  wine,  till  all  the  fish-taste  be 
quite  taken  away.  But  in  the  wine  wherein  they  are  washed, 
steep  some  tops  of  green  rosemary ;  then  dry  the  pure  shell 
thoroughly,  and  bring  them  to  an  exquisite  powder.  Of  this 
powder  take  three  drams.  Take  also  pearl,  and  steep  them  in 
vinegar  twelve  hours,  and  dry  off*  the  vinegar ;  of  this  powder 
also  three  drams.  Then  put  the  shell  powder  and  pearl  powder 
together,  and  add  to  them  of  ginger  one  scruple,  and  of  white 
poppy-seed  half  a  scruple,  and  steep  them  in  spirit  of  wine 
(wherein  six  grains  of  safi&on  have  been  dissolved)  seven  hours. 
Then  upon  a  gentle  heat  vapour  away  all  the  spirit  of  wine, 
and  dry  the  powder  against  the  sun  without  fire.  Add  to  it  of 
nitre  one  dram,  of  ambergrease  one  scruple  and  a  half;  and 
so  keep  this  powder  for  use  in  a  clean  glass.  Then  take  a 
pottle  of  milk,  and  slice  in  it  of  fresh  cucumbers,  the  inner 
pith  only  (the  rind  being  pared  off),  four  ounces,  and  draw 
forth  a  water  by  distillation.  Take  of  claret  wine  a  pint,  and 
quench  gold  in  it  four  times. 

Of  the  wine,  and  of  the  water  of  milk,  take  of  each  three 
ounces,  of  the  powder  one  scruple,  and  drink  it  in  the  morning; 
stir  up  the  powder  when  you  drink,  and  walk  upon  it. 
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A  CATAIXX^UE    OF  ASTRINGEirTS,  OPEKEB8,  AHD    COSDIAI^^ 
INSTBUMENTAL  TO  HEALTH. 

CdUteUd  by  Sir  FrameU  Bacon,  Baron  of  Verulam^ 

ASTBINOENTS. 

Bed  rose^  black-berry,  myrtle,  plantane,  flower  of  pome- 
granate, mint,  aloes  well  washed,  m3rrobalane8,  does,  agresta, 
fraga,  mastich,  myrrh,  saffiron,  leares  of  rosemary,  rhubarb 
received  by  infusion,  cloves,  service-berries,  corna,  wormwood, 
bole  armeniac,  sealed  earth,  cinquefoil,  tincture  of  steel,  san- 
guis draconis,  coral,  amber,  quinces,  spikenard,  galls,  alum, 
blood-stone,  mummy,  amomum,  galangal,  cypress,  ivy,  psyllum, 
houseleek,  sallow,  mullein,  vine,  oak-leaves,  lign-oloes,  red 
Sanders,  mulberry,  medlars,  flowers  of  peach-trees,  pomegra- 
nates, pears,  palmule,  pith  of  kernels,  purslain,  acacia,  lauda- 
num, tragacanih,  thus  olibani,  oomfrey,  shepherds-puiBe,  poly- 
gonium. 

Astrinffents  (both  hot  and  cold)  which  corroborate  the  parts,  and 
which  confirm  and  rejresh  such  of  them  as  are  loose  or  Ian- 
ffuishinff. 

Rosemary,  mint,  especially  with  vinegar,  cloves,  cinnamon, 
cardamom,  lign-aloes,  rose,  myrtle,  red  sanders,  cotonea,  red 
wine,  chalybeat-wine,  five-finger  grass,  plantane,  apples  of 
cypress,  berberries,  fraga,  service-berries,  cornels,  ribes,  sour 
pears,  rambesia. 

Astrinffents  styptic,  which  by  their  styptic  virtue  may  stay  fluxes. 

Sloes,  acacia,  rind  of  pomegranates  infused,  at  least  three 
hours,  the  styptic  virtue  not  coming  forth  in  lesser  time.  Alum, 
galls,  juice  of  sallow,  syrup  of  unripe  quinces,  balaustia,  die 
whites  of  eggs  boiled  hard  in  vinegar. 

Astringents  which  by  their  cold  and  earthy  nature  may  stay  the 
motion  of  the  humours  tending  to  a  flux. 

Sealed  earth,  sanguis  draconis,  coral,  pearls,  the  shell  of  the 
fish  dactylus. 

'  Baconians,  p.  161. 
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Astringents  which  by  the  thickness  of  their  substance  stuff  as  it 
were  the  thin  humours,  and  thereby  stay  fluxes. 

Rice^  beans^  millet^  cauls^  dry  cheese^  fresh  goata-milk. 

Astringents  which  by  virtue  of  their  glutinous  substance   restrain 
afluxy  and  strengthen  the  looser  parts. 

Karabe^  mastich^  spodium^  hartshorn^  frankincense^  dried 
bull's  pistle^  gum  tragacanth. 

Astringents  purgative^  which,  having  by  their  purgative  or  ex* 
pulsive  power  thrust  out  the  humours,  leave  behind  them  astric- 
tive  virtue. 

Bhubarb^  especially  that  which  is  toasted  against  the  fire : 
myrobalanes^  tartar^  tamarinds,  [an  Indian  fruit  like  green 
damasens.]  ' 

Astringents  which  do  very  much  suck  and  dry  up  the  humours, 
and  thereby  stay  fluxes. 

Bust  of  iron,  crocus  martis,  ashes  of  spices. 

Astringents  which  by  their  nature  do  dull  the  spirits,  and  lay 
asleep  the  expulsive  virtue,  and  take  away  the  acrimony  of  all 
humours* 

Laudanum,  mithridate,  diascordimn^  diacodium. 

Astringents  which,  by  cherishing  the  strength  of  the  parts,  do 
comfort  and  cat^firm  their  retentive  power. 

A  stomacher  of  scarlet  cloth.  Whelps^  or  yoimg  healthy 
boys,  applied  to  the  stomach.  Hippocratic  wines,  so  they  be 
made  of  austere  materiab. 

OPSKSBS. 

Succory,  endive,  betony,  liverwort,  petroselinum,  fflnallage, 
asparagus,  roots  of  grass,  dodder,  tamarisk,  juncus  odoratus, 
lacca,  cupparus,  wormwood,  chamaspitys,  fumaria,  scurvy-grass, 
eringo,  nettle,  ireos,  elder,  hyssop,  aristolochia,  gentian,  costus, 

*  Perhaps  he  meant  the  fruit  of  Karobe.  —  NoU  by  Ttniton. 
'  So  bracketed  In  the  original. 
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fennel-root,  maiden*hair,  harts-tongue,  daffodilly,  asaram,  sar- 
saparilla,  sassafras,  acorns,  abretonum,  aloes,  agaric,  rhubarb 
inftised,  onions,  garlic,  bother,  squilla,  sow-bread^  Indian  nard, 
Celtic  nard,  bark  of  laurel-tree,  bitter  almonds,  holy  thistle, 
camomile,  gun-powder,  sows  (millipedes),  ammoniac,  man's 
urine,  rue,  park  leaves  (yitex),  centaury,  lupines,  chamaedrys, 
costum,  ammeas,  bistort,  camphire,  daucus  seed,  Indian  balsam, 
scordiiun,  sweet  cane,  galingal,  agrimony. 

COBDIALS. 

Flowers  of  basil  royal,  flores  caryophillati,  flowers  of  bu- 
gloss  and  borage,  rind  of  citron,  orange  flowers,  rosemary  and 
its  flowers,  saffron,  musk,  amber,  folium  [L  e.  nardi  folium], 
balm-gentle,  pimpernel,  gems,  gold,  generous  wines,  firagrant 
apples,  rose,  rosa  moschata,  cloves,  lign-aloes,  mace,  cinna- 
mon, nutmeg,  cardamom,  galingal,  vinegar,  kermes-berry, 
herba  moschata,  betony,  white  sanders,  camphire,  flowers  of 
heliotrope,  penny-royal,  scordium,  opium  corrected,  white  pep- 
per, nasturtium,  white  and  red  bean,  castum  dulce,  dactylus, 
pine,  fig,  egg-shell,  vinum  malvaticum,  ginger,  kidneys,  oysters, 
crevises  (or  river  crabs),  seed  of  nettle,  oil  of  sweet  almonds, 
sesamium  oleum,  asparagus,  bulbous  roots,  onions,  garlick, 
eruca,  daucus  seed,  eringo,  siler  montanus,  the  smell  of  musk, 
cynethi  odor,  caraway  seed,  flower  of  puis,  aniseed,  pellitory, 
anointing  of  the  testicles  with  oil  of  elder  in  which  pellitory 
hath  been  boiled,  cloves  with  goats  milk,  olibanum. 


An  extract  by  the  Lard  Bacon,  for  his  own  use,  out  of  the  book 
of  the  prolongation  of  life,  together  with  some  new  advices  in 
order  to  JiealtL^ 

1.  Once  in  the  week,  or  at  least  in  the  fortnight,  to  take 
the  water  of  mithridate  distilled,  with  three  parts  to  one,  or 
strawberry-water  to  allay  it ;  and  some  grains  of  nitre  and 
saffron,  in  the  morning  between  sleeps. 

2.  To  continue  my  broth  with  nitre ;  but  to  interchange  it 
every  other  two  days,  with  the  juice  of  pomegranates  expressed, 
with  a  little  cloves,  and  rind  of  citron. 

'  Baconians,  p.  167. 
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3.  To  order  the  taking  of  the  maceration '  as  folio  weth.  . 
To  add  to  the  maceration  six  grains  of  cremor  tartaric  and  I 

as  much  enula.  \ 

To  add  to  the  oxymel  some  infusion  of  fennel-roots  in  the 
vinegar^  and  four  grains  of  angelicas-seed^  and  juice  of  lemons,  a 
third  part  to  the  Tinegar. 

To  take  It  not  so  immediately  before  supper,  and  to  have 
the  broth  specially  made  with  barley,  rosemary,  thyme,  and 
cresses. 

[Sometimes  to  add  to  the  maceration  three  grains  of  tartar, 
and  two  of  enula,  to  cut  the  more  heavy  and  viscous  humours; 
lest  rhubarb  work  only  upon  the  lightest. 

To  take  sometimes  the  oxymel  before  it,  and  sometimes  the 
Spanish  honey  simple.]' 

4.  To  take  once  in  the  month  at  least,  and  for  two  days 
together,  a  grain  and  a  half  of  castor  in  my  broth,  and 
breakfast 

5.  A  cooling  clyster  to  be  used  once  a  month,  after  the 
working  of  the  maceration  is  settled. 

Take  of  barley-water,  in  which  the  roots  of  bugloss  are 
boiled,  three  ounces,  with  two  drams  of  red  sanders, 
and  two  ounces  of  raisins  of  the  sun,  and  one  ounce  of 
dactyles,  and  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  fat  caricks ;  let  it  ^ 

be  strained,  and  add  to  it  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  syrup 
of  violets:  let  a  clyster  be  made.  Let  this  be  taken 
(with  veal)  in  the  aforesaid  decoction. 

6.  To  take  every  morning  the  fume  of  lign-aloes,  rosemary 
and  bays  dried,  which  I  use ;  but  once  in  a  week  to  add  a  little 
tobacco,  without  otherwise  taking  it  in  a  pipe. 

7.  To  appoint  every  day  an  hour  ad  affectus  intentionaks  ei 
sanos.     Qu.  de  particulari. 

8.  To  remember  masticatories  for  the  mouth. 

9.  And  orange-flower  water  to  be  smelt  to  or  snufied  up. 

10.  In  the  third  hour  after  the  sun  is  risen,  to  take  in  air 
from  some  high  and  open  place,  with  a  ventilation  of  rosaB  mo- 
schat»,  and  fresh  violets;  and  to  stir  the  earth,  with  infusion 
of  wine  and  mint. 

>  Vif.  of  rhubarb  infused  into  a  draught  of  white  wine  and  beer,  mingled  together 
I  for  the  tpacc  of  half  an  hour,  once  in  tix  or  lerrn  dayt.     Sec  the  Lord  Bacon*t  Life, 

by  Dr.  Rawley,  towards  the  end.  •^  A  ore  by  TVmVoii. 
I  *  These  two  paragraphs  are  interted  in  BIacliboume*s  edition  as  part  of  the  papery 

I  but  they  are  not  In  the  Baeoniama^  nor  do  I  know  where  he  got  them. 

VOL.  III.  3  H 
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11.  To  use  ale  with  a  litde  enula  campana^  carduus^  ger- 
mander, sage,  angelica-seed,  cresses  of  a  middle  age,  to  beget 
a  robust  heat 

12.  Mithridate  thrice  a  year. 

13.  A  bit  of  bread  dipt  in  vino  odorato,  with  syrup  of  dry 
roses,  and  a  little  amber,  at  going  to  bed. 

14.  Never  to  keep  the  body  in  the  same  posture  above  half 
an  hour  at  a  time. 

15.  Four  precepts.  To  break  off  custom.  To  shake  off 
spirits  ill  disposed.  To  meditate  on  youth.  To  do  nothing 
against  a  man's  genius. 

16.  Sjrrup  of  quinces  for  the  mouth  of  the  stomach.  En- 
quire concerning  other  things  useful  in  that  kind. 

17.  To  use  once  during  -supper  time  wine  in  which  gold  is 
quenched. 

18.  To  use  anointing  in  the  morning  lightly  with  oil  of 
almonds,  with  salt  and  saflron,  and  a  gentle  rubbing. 

19.  Ale  of  the  second  infusion  of  the  vine  of  oak. 

20.  Methusalem  water,  of  pearls  aqd  sheUs,  of  crabs,  and  a 
little  chalk. 

21.  Ale  of  raisins,  dactyles,  potatoes,  pistachios,  honey, 
tragacanth,  mastic 

22.  Wine  with  swines-flesh  or  harts-flesh. 

23.  To  drink  the  first  cup  at  supper  hot,  and  half  an  hour 
before  supper  something  hot  and  aromatised. 

24.  Chalybeats  four  times  a  year. 

25.  Pilulse  ex  tribus,  once  in  two  months,  but  after  the  mass 
has  been  macerated  in  oil  of  almonds. 

26.  Heroic  desires. 

27.  Bathing  of  the  feet  once  in  a  month,  with  lie  ex  sale 
nigro,  camomile,  sweet  marjoram,  fennel,  sage,  and  a  little 
aqua  vitse. 

28.  To  provide  always  an  apt  breakfast. 

29.  To  beat  the  flesh  before  roasting  of  it. 

30.  Macerations  in  pickles. 

31.  Agitation  of  beer  by  ropes,  or  in  wheel-barrows. 

32.  That  diet  is  good  which  makes  lean,  and  then  renews. 
Consider  of  the  ways  to  effect  it. 


MEDICAL  REMAINS.  835 

MEDICAL   RECEIPTS  OF   THE   LORD   BACON'S. 


The  first  receipt,  or  his  Lordship's  broth  and  fomentation  for 

the  stone. 

The  broth. 
Take  one  dram  of  eryngium  roots,  cleansed  and  sliced ;  and 
boil  them  tc^ether  with  a  chicken.  In  the  end,  add  of  elder 
flowers,  and  marigold  flowers  together,  one  pugil;  of  angelica 
seed  half  a  dram,  of  raisins  of  the  sun  stoned,  fifteen ;  of  rose* 
marj,  thjme,  mace,  together,  a  little. 

In  six  ounces  of  this  broth  or  thereabouts,  let  there  be  dis- 
solved of  white  cremor  tartari  three  grains. 

Every  third  or  fourth  day,  take  a  small  toast  of  manchet, 
dipped  in  oil  of  sweet  almonds  new  drawn,  and  sprinkled  with 
a  little  loaf-sugar. 

You  may  make  the  broth  for  two  days,  and  take  the  one  half 
every  day. 

If  you  find  the  stone  to  stir,  forbear  the  toast  for  a  course  or 
two. 

The  Intention  of  this  broth  is  not  to  void,  but  to  undermine 
the  quarry  of  the  stones  in  the  kidneys. 

The  fomentation. 
Take  of  leaves  of  violets,  mallows,  pellitory  of  the  wall, 
together,  one  handful ;  of  flowers  of  camomile  and  mellilot, 
together,  one  pugil ;  the  root  of  marshmallows,  one  ounce ;  of 
anise  and  fennel  seeds,  together,  one  ounce  and  a  half;  of  flax- 
seed two  drams.     Make  a  decoction  in  spring  water. 


The  second  receipt,  shetoing  the  way  of  making  a  certain  oint- 
ment, which  his  Lordship  called  Unguentum  fragrans,  sive 
Romanumy  the  fragrant  or  Roman  unguent. 

Take  of  the  fat  of  a  deer  half  a  pound ;  of  oil  of  sweet 
almonds  two  ounces :  let  them  be  set  upon  a  very  gentle  fire, 
and  stirred  with  a  stick  of  juniper  till  they  are  melted. 

Add  of  root  of  floWer-de-luce  powdered,  damask  roses  pow- 
dered, together,  one  dram ;  of  myrrh  dissolved  In  rose-water 
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half  a  dram;  of  doTes  half  a  scruple;  of  ciret  four  grstins  ;  oi 
musk  six  gnuns ;  of  oil  of  mace  expressed  one  drop  ;  as  mach 
of  rose-water  as  sufficeth  to  keep  the  unguent  from  being'  too 
thick. 

Let  all  these  be  put  together  in  a  glass,  and  set  upon  tlie 
embers  for  the  space  of  an  hour,  and  stirred  with  a  stick  of 
juni[>er. 

Note,  that  in  the  confection  of  this  ointment,  there'  was  not 
used  above  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  and  a  tenth  part  of  a  quarter 
of  deer's  suet:  and  that  all  the  ingredients,  except  the  oil  of 
almonds,  were  doubled  when  the  ointment  was  half  made^  be- 
cause the  fat  things  seemed  to  be  too  predominant. 


»w»»«oo  nm^fki  r 


The  third  receipt.     A  Manm  Christifar  the  stomach. 

Take  of  the  best  pearls  very  finely  pulverised,  one  dram ;  of 
sal  nitre  one  scruple;  of  tartar  two  scruples;  of  gii^er  and 
galingal  together,  one  ounce  and  a  half;  of  calamus,  root  of 
enula  campana,  nutmeg,  together,  one  scruple  and  a  half;  of 
amber  sixteen  grains ;  of  the  best  musk  ten  grains ;  with  rose- 
water  and  the  finest  sugar,  let  there  be  made  a  Manus  ChristL 


The  fourth  receipt     A  secret  for  the  stomach. 

Take  lignum  aloes  in  gross  shavingd,  steep  them  in  sack,  or 
alicant,  changed  twice,  half  an  hour  at  a  time,  till  the  bitter- 
ness be  drawn  forth.  Then  take  the  shavings  forth,  and  dry 
them  in  the  shade,  and  beat  them  to  an  excellent  powder.  Of 
that  powder,  with  the  syrup  of  citrons,  make  a  small  pill,  to  be 
taken  before  supper. 


END  OF  THE   THIBD  VOLUME. 
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